— ---P— ■ w W ■ W W ■■ V W P • 




lii^ 





■k3' ^ 







THE KST AND THE mRST 


Ur'-S' 







,i 


EDBERG 





In a world full of surprises... 




thank goodness you can count on 

Boroline 

Antiseptic Perfumed Cream 


Ideal for dry skin and minor nicks and cuts 


Q D Pliarraaiasutteid* 
Cafcutta roocm 
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"In the Netherlands we Iwv 0 a 
saying: where the smoke Is, Is 
fire. If players, staffer owners 
no longer have confkienoe in 
me, I would like to know. I want 
to stay till 1993. But sometimes I 
can understand why Diego 
Maradona has had enough here 
In Italy. 1 am telling you now, I 
am a numan oeing ana not a 
machine.” 

RUUD GULLIT seems to have 
had enough of his tie-up with AC 
Milan. The club has recently been 
after him for his lack of form. 
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Sm,.. 




"Stewart Is getting his best 
pay-day but he knows hsTl fall 
fast My trademark used to be 
tearing meni^Mrt, from the 
opening beU. I am going bock to 
that ni batter Stewart’s body till 
Ms hands drop.” 

MIKE TYSON, days before he 
knocked out Stewart in the first 
round 





"Just before the match baH, I 
ttwughl about the money mf 
became nervous.” 

BRAD GILBERT on his first round 
match against Jonas Svenson of 
Sweden in tfw Grand Slam Cup. 

It Is bisulllng to be ignored and 
boated as a mere s tepping 
atone, ff the Moa Is to make me 
feel InetonWeam, It to not 
werWng. I am net IntImMaled by 
Tyson or any Other man.” 
STEWART, before he was 4 
knocked out 


"London la the right place to 
launch the new century from. It’s 
important for this country both 
domestically and 
Intsmatlonally. For a long time 
we have lost our presence In the 
power corridors around the 
world. It Is very Important, this 
country can put it’sfeet very 
firmly on the platform of sport.” 

SEBASTIAN COE reasons as to 
why the Olympics 2000 should go 
to Britain. 
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Maradona with Claudia on thair wedding day: 
Being sued tor airing someone elae'a kid 


DIEGO SCORES 


After Maradona's blood 


or news from Italy! Diego Maradona does not 
f appear to be the most faithful of husbands. Why 
Mi ^ you ask? Well, it’s rather simple. Maradona has 
been ordered by the court to undergo a blood test in 
order to determine the paternity of a boy bom to 
Cristiana Sinagra, 26, a local woman who claims 
that Maradona is the father of her son. Phew! 

Maradona under Italian law can refuse to comply 
with the court’s wishes. He obviously wouldn’t want 
to endanger the sanctity of his marriage by which he 
has two daughters. Meanwhile, apart ^m paternity 
problems, he is locked in a new row with his club 
Napoli, whom he continues to torment. Napoli has 
sued the company managing Maradona’s contracts 
for $1 million, claiming that his highly published 
disciplinary problems liave spoilt the image of the 
club. 

Diego, looking for sympathy, called the move a 
'stab in the back’. 


ALlDPOItl^iUSE^ 


Saddam's a good guy 

P ARKlNSON’S'disease may Iwve severely 
crippled the boxer in him, but Muhammad AU 
has not gfot rid of his cMscentricity. 

While the whole world is up in arms against 
Saddam Hussein’s occupation of Kuwait, Alt has 
gone off on a one man campaign in defence of the 
man. He was in the news recently, making a trip to 
strife tom Iraq. The ‘Black Superman* went on 
record by giving vociferous support to Saddam’s 
call for an overall solution to the Middle East 
problems. He said in an interview (much to 
Saddam’s deiight) that the Iraqi president’s call was 
founded on ‘justice and peace’ (irony). All also 
condemned the embargo against Iraq and the 
multinational troop deployment in the Gulf. 

Ali said tiiat he was in Baghdad as an ‘apostle of 
peace to mark the solidarity of Muslims in the US 
with the Iraqi people who are in the middle of a 
ferocious and aggressive campaign'. 

We don’t know whether to take it seriously or 
not. But at least Ali returned with some hostages. 


GAZZA’S YARNS 


Tracy's truths 















All: propagating Muslim unity the world over 


^AUL GASCOIGNE 
captured the 
JSL world with his 
theatrics and Tracy 
Edwards who saiM 
around it, were recently 


crowned King and Queen 
of British sport. They 
were the direct choices of 
the Daily Express readers, 
who voted in favour of 
them. 

The contrast could 
hardly have been more 
poignant. While Gazza's 
World Cup tears plucked 
every British heart string, 
tiny Tracy endured the 
fiiry of the oceans with 
only the stars bearing 
witness to her feat. Gazza, 
however, does not feel he 
won the award due to the 
^ow of emotion watched 
worldwide. ‘I've won e 
lot of awards. But 1 don*t 
think it's because 1 cried 
in the World Cup." Naab, 
tell us another one, mate. 

Tracy was on the other 
hand more forthright in 
her acceptance speech: 

^it was a lifetime's 
ambition for me and one I 
never thought 1 would 
achieve. It proved that 
women can do it." Now 
that is easier to digest. 


PRIVATE 
EYE M 



HIGH RIDERS 


Will e'won't he? 

H 90 od news for all you punters. You better 

start lining up at the betting office cos' something 
t^^good is coming your way. Rumour hos it that 
legertdory jockey, Lester Piggott who is just out of 
retirenrK.*nt (and joil) is likely to ride in the McDowell 
Indian Derby. Accompanying him will be another British 
great, Willie Carson. Together they should provide quite 
a treat. 

Piggott, who has been in touch with India's biggest 
f orse owners in Europe—^the deal is so secret that even 
we didn't get their names—has expressed o desire to 
take part in the Derby on his way back home from 
Singapore. Negotiations are apparently entering its last 
stages in order to make sure Piggott makes it. Should 
we tip off our income-tax authorities? He could ride 
away with quite a packet. 










Big^-time 
sponsorship 
will make 
the 

competition 
like it*s 
never been 
before 
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The Colour 



CRICKET’S next 
World Cup, to be 
played in the spring 
of 1992, has been 
Australianised. For 
the first time, 
coloured clothing and 
white balls will be 
used and five 
matches, including 
the final, will be 
played under 
floodlights. 

In another 


fundamental change 
from the four 
previous World Cups, 
the eight competing 
countries will not be 
divided into two 
seeded groups. 
Instead, each side will 
play the other seven 
once each with the 
leading four then 


proceeding to the 
semi-finals. 

Of the 31 games, 30 
win be held in 
Australia and the rest 
in New Zealand. The 
opening match, on 
February 22, will 
feature the host 
nations and will be 
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I Dinner break' a< the SCG 
The lights come on after the 
break. 


stapcxi in Auckland, 
but the venue foi- tin? 
final, on March 25, is 
uiKXJiifirmed 
Melbourne and 
Sydney are competing 
for the honour. A 
decision will be taken 
by the Australian 
Ci’icket Board (ACB) 
at its nii>eting in 
February Melbourne 
is the logical choice, 
as its rebuilding work 
will bi.‘ complete and 
the ground ’s c apacity 
is almost double that 
of Sydney 

England, who will 
already have 
completed a six-week 
tour of New Zealand, 

begin their Cup 

.... 


QUAUFYHIG MATCHES: 
Febnia^ 22: New 
Zeaiaiwv Australia 
(AttcMamij. 23: Pakistaa v 
India (MeHMurae); 
England V Sri Lanka 
(Perth). 25: New Zealand 
V Zimbabwe (Hamilton). 
2$: Australia V West 
Indies (Sadney, 
day/nioM). 28: Sri Lanka V 
Zimbabwe (New 
Ptymm^. 28: West 
InoiecvPmeton 
me). Marsh: 1: 
liav India 
(Adelaide); New Zeatand 


Pakistan V 
(yemie to be amwuncad). 
4: England ¥ West Indies 
(Sydney, day/nigM); India 
V Zimbabwe (Nagier). 7: 
Australia vambabwe 
(Hobart): West Indies y 
&i Lanka (Adei^); New 
Zealand V mis 
(Cbristctwreb). 8: Qigland 


y PakisMn (Metboume). 
10: West Indies y India 
(Wollingtottl. 11: 
Austrairav Pakistan 
(Perth, day/nirtt); 
England yZhnnabwe 
iCnnhnm) 12* New 
aaland v M Lanka 
(Dunedin). 14: England y 
India (Sydney): PMdslan« 
Zifflbai^itobo 
announced). 15: Australia 
y Sri Lanka (Btiaiiane); 

New Zealand V West 

Indies lAinklaMi). IB: 
Australia yEngisMi 


nt Indies vZffflbibwe 


vPakistan 


AueUand 22; Sydney or 
Melbourne 
RNAU March 25: 
Melbaarao or Sydney 
(day/ni^). 


pi ogramme in Perth, 
ygviinst Sri Lanka, 
and only ventiu'e 
outside Australia 
once, to play New 
Zealand in 
Wellington. If they 
remain in contention 
for the semi-finals, 
their last round-robin 
match, against. 
Austraha under the 
Melbourne lights, will 
be an immense 
attraction. 

The host nations 
have taken a 
provocative, if 
predictable, decision 
by naming Benson 
and Hedges as 
sponsor of the Cup. It 
is predictable because 
Benson and Hedges 
has sponsored 
international cricket 
m Australia for 18 
years; it is provocative 
because there is 
existing or threatened 
legislation in both 
countries to prohibit 
advertising by 
tobacco companies, 
including 
sponsorships. 

Malcolm Gray, 
chairman of the 
World Cup committee, 
conceded that New 
Zealand’s cricket 
authority still has to 
clear the matter with 
its government, but 
added; “We believe it 
is reasonable to accept 
sponsorship from any 
company producing 
something which is 
legal.” 

Prize money for the 
World Cup will total 
abouteiOO.OOO. Ifit 
was to start 
tomorrow, Australia, 
the holders, would be 
favourites to win • 

Alan Lm, malioiinie tim inm 














QUESTIONS 

I What IS 
« common to 
Thomas Ward of 
S(mth Africa, Roy 
Park of Australia, 
Shivlal Yadav of 
India, Derek Parry of 
West Indies, 
Rizwan-uz- Zaman of 
Pakistan and Chris 
Smith of England? 

2 WhKjli Eng'hsh 
• cj’ickoter’s 
autobiography is 
enliiled ‘‘Ch’icket 

3 Which famous 
• writer formed a 
team callofi t he 
“Allah,kberrif?s" and 
passed the following 
comment rhuul his 
bowling;"^ ‘ I howl a ball 
so slow (.hat if 1 don't 
like the looks of it, I 
can go after it and 
reti I eve it" 

4 The oiiLy year in 
« which Wisdon’ft 
five cricketers of the 
year were membci s of 
the touring team, was 
when Sir Don 
Bradman’s unbeatable 
Australiano loured 

England. Name these 

five. 

5 Which 

• Australian 
opening batsman 
with over 4000 Test 
runs to his credit hit 
tlie only two sixes of 
his Test career in his 
p)€nultimate Test? 

6 Who has scored 
• the highest 
number of runs in 


Above 14: Wish you were part of our Quiz team 
Between 11 and 14: You are not too bad. 

Below 11: $poff5ivor/d reading recommend. 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 

PJ. MOHAN, 

INDUS1HIAL ENBINEEMNfi DEPARTMEIfT, 
TISCO,JAMSHEOPUH 

All answers are sent in by the contributor 


1 Tests wimout scoring 
I a lest century? 

7 ^ Who took the 
• famous 

! photograph of the last 
ball of the first tied 


Test at Brisbane in 
1960? 

8 What IS 

• common to Jim 
Higgs of Australia 
and Randhir Singh of 
India‘S 



1. They were all dismissed first ball on Test debut, 

2 John Snow, the Enghsh fast bowler 
3, Sir James Barrie, the author of "Peter Pan" 

4 Ray Lindwall. Bill Johnston. Arthur Morns. 

Lindsay Hasseti & Don Tallon. 

5. Ian Redpath who pulled Lance Gibbs and 
Vanburn Holder for sixes in the fifth Test at 
Adelaide against the West Indies in 1975-76 This 
was his 65th Test, 

6. Chetan Chauhan, 2084 runs. 

7. Ron Loviit. 

8. They both went through an entire tour of England 
without scoring a single first class run-Higgs in 
1975 and Randhir Singh in 1982, 

9. Doug Wallers. 

10. Perev Jeeves, the butler m P.G. Wodehouse 
novels. 

11 Douglas Jardine. 

12. Hanif Mohammad, to G^ry Sobers at Kingston 
in 1 e57'f>8, the innings duhng which Sobers scored. 
365 not out. 

13. Sam Morris, whose West Indian parents 
migrated to Tasmania during the Gold Rush. 

14. Bobby Peal the slow left arm bowler of 
Yorkshire. 

15. They have both scored centuries at Lords, in a 
Test mate!', in the Gentlemen Vs Players Match 
and in the University Match. 


9 Which 
• Australian 
batsman wrote his 
autobiography titled 
“LookiTig for Hun s '? 

^ Which 
X L/ • Warwickshi¬ 
re left aiTQ spituier 
lent his name to a 
character made 
famous by a cricket 
mad writer'^ 


11 . 


Of W)U(L 


English cap lam dirl 
Kehnetli Uregoj y 
write, *’He decei ved. 
as an adver*sary, 
Adolf Hi lie r'*' 

“1 O Wlu) is 
X ^ • only rnaii fu 
have bowded witti liraii 
his left and ht 
hand, in the .same 
over in a Test 


I M o Who IS the 
j X O # only black to 
I have played Test 
; cricket for Austi aha? 

j 

! 1 Which 

X TT • foi tner 
English bowler's first 
class career* ended 
when he urinated on 
the pitch in a drunken 
state during ;i. C <) i in t y 
match? 

4 pr What is 
X O • common to 
.Martin Donnely oi 
New» Zealand and 
Percy Chapman of 
England? 




F JI i' A appoarod to pal] 
h:if;k frojn Iho brink. 
al)a,n(i()nintCThi;]r more 
i II d; c VO u III nova lioi is 
U> make t,iie t;anu‘ 
more allraetive ” 

A soepiio nu^ylil r’rtort Uial if 
1 ti::' we!>' whal Uiey ready had in 
ruind ltu*y eoiiJd hardly do lielter 
Tlian rnakt^a riean swe€;p thcar 
ou'ii apper ectieions, uistaUiii^ 
who it-ally know and tan- 

ahiviit ‘i,he 

Jo:u> 1 hivehniKt-'i Ike e^j-(-p*ii ms 
[r* K r' nt I las been mot I'l cx now 
iVi:' t *v{ r 1»'I yea.rs. since he so 
f 1 *oi ••i ivei'Miahy unseated ^ir 
Stanley itous in tliat time, the 
VV or 1 (i (Ju p ] 1 . IS | 4 ‘n ‘ w' n in to a 
tiJocded inonstei, simwiap; the 
jcame at its v/L.rsT. i^athta tlian its 
tK'st It w'iis irle V itah 1 e that f.his 
W'Ould tiiippeu smee liaveUir4C'f'\ 


^^SFA’s reasoning is deeply 
suspect, for it 
presupposes that goals 
maKe the game. Yet we all 
know that goalless draws 
can be fascinating; that 
games with a glut of goals 
may owe them to crass 
mistakes. 






Roger Milla: football’s Man of 
the Year? 

alter his election campaign, had 
so many debts to be called in. 
especially from Africa and Asia. 

FlKA’s plaintive bleating about 
the need for change derives 
entirely from the I’ccent World 
Cup, and may thus be seen as a 
blatant piece of special pleading- 
Having created the circumstances 
in which football will almost 
certainly suffer, FIFA blame the 
rules rather than themselves 
Since the World Cup. wo have 
seen plenty of goals, all over the 
giolx? The Italian chainpion.siiip, 
where defence is paramount, has 
seen as many as stweii goals in a 







hopelessly clumsy and topheav^ 
ne(jessitating an absurdly 
contorted first stage, whs h puts a 
huge emphasis on sheer survival 
By the time those teams which 
qualify come blinking into the 
light, they tend to be very nrt?d 
Tliere were several c<ises this 

tJu.mmor iii whioh f wnre 

•obliged to labour through extra 
time, kxiking positively 
exhausted Weariness had much 
to do with the dismal quality of 
the final 

But beyond that, FIFA’s 
reasoning is deeply suspect, fur it 
presupposes that goals make thf* 
game. Yet we all know that 
goalless draws can be fasc'iiuiting, 
that games with a glut may owe 
them tocraiss mi.stakes 

FIFA alsti seem deeply 
disingenuous over the tph’stion of 
complaints. f>f ihe thousurirts oi 
letters they fUlcgedly r^xieived 
What if they di^t? Why should 
such a notoriously auUx.’ratic 
body suddenly lend sensitive ears 
to the cries' of the man in I he 
street, or on tlie toT rac’es? Why 
should FIFA, which ideally should 
lead rather than loilow. now lx? so 
influenced by the manyiieaded? 

Setting up an investigating 
C'omniiltee js essentially an 
evasion, though at loiist the 
committee will he grjiced by 

Roberto Baggio celebrates his 
goat In the World Cup. One of 
the best goals seen in football 
this year 
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TIME TO GO TO THE P OLLS 


J tmm IS the seoaon of the 
■ polls, a lime of giving 
P to those who, in 
soccer, already have the most. 

Player of the yeai' i 990: 
Lothar Matthaeus, Coach of the 
year Franz Beckenbauer. Team 
of the year: West Germany. 

The honours automatically 
follow this summer's World 
Cup. Winner-takes-all, and 
what fool dares argue? 

Well, ril have a go. I pick no 
quarrel about West Germany's 
triumph in Rome, where 
Matthaeus led vibrantly in the 
field and Beckenbauer mixed 
charm with the correct team 
selection. 

If the polls were for 
achievers, Germany 
indubitably comes out on top. 
But, old romantic that T am, I 
go for Roger Milla and the 
Cameroons. For while West 
Germany fulfilled itself as a 
European team winning in 
Europe, Milla's merry men put 

a continent, on soccer *b 

map. 

I give you a eimple test. Shut 
your eyes and think of Italia 
'90. Who springs to mind? 
Quickly now, no stopping to 
rationalise who won what. 
Which players actually gave 
the World Cup colour, surprise 
and rare abandon? 

Milla, the 38-year-old who 
came out of retirement and 
scored like a child at play. His 
joy, his natural athletic 
movement, his celebratory 
dfinc^ shaped the African 
dream. 

Wht?rever 1 now watch 
stxxjer, young (and often not so 
youngl goal scorers attempt to 
mimic the Milla pelvic wiggle. 

At Manchester United, a 
blossoming teenager named 
Lee Sharpe netted a stunning 
hattrick, did his touchline 
Roger M-iUa and was prudishly 
told to grow up and behave! 

How sad Like Mutant Ninja 
l\irtles, the MUla movement is 
with us Who wants to admit 
that growing up growing 
old) has anything to do with 


I sport? 

! Don't get rne wrong, 
j Matthaeus, before he tired, was 
an excellent World Cup captain, 
striking some stunning 
20-meter goals. Justifiably, 
Giovanni Trapattoni, his coach 
at Inter Milan, brags that 
"Lothar is the universal player, 
the complete modern iootbailer. 
He has good tec;hnique, and the 
character of a winner.” 

Precisely. It is enough that 
he is 1990s winner. But there 
should still be a thing that 
transcends the winning; it is 
called enjoyment. 

Milla radiates It, yet in most 
polls Milla barely scrapes into 
the top 10. He is down btilow 
Salvatore Schillaci, who, to te 
j sure, was a pulsating goal 
scorer, a hypnotic television 
attraction, with those wild 
Sicilian eyes. 

But why place Milla kielow 
Jurgen Klinsmann, Roliertc* 
Baggio, Andreas Brcihme, Paul 
Gascoigne? And below I>iego 
Maradona? 

Now that IS craven 
Maradona, third in some j:x)lls, 
had a wretclied World Cup, 
memorable only for his loser’s 
tears. He alsc’j, by prima donna 
truancies, has ruined Napoli's 
season. 

Maradona has been the most 
blessed scwcer player of his 
generation and his genius may 
yet flicker again. But in 1990 
he sourly hastened his own 
end. 

Worse, some fxdls placed 
Argentina's coach, Carlos 
Bilardo, second to 
Beckenbauer What warped 
values: Argentina murctK^i’pd 
fair play in Italy. Bilardo was 
the architect of the crude 
kicking and cheating that took 
the old champion sickeningly 
close to the prize again. No, 

1990 was the year Milla 
reminded us that soccer still 
has adventure beyond merely 
winning 

By ROB HUGHES 


tntftndnonfiJ HoiaM \ ribunft 







Michel Platini, one who spoke out 
against the now discarded idiocy ! 
of increasing the size of the goals, 

FIFA will now be moved to 
abandon such other fatuities as 
reducing teams to 10 men. The 
veto on passing back to the 
goalkeeper is old hat; the notion of 
making keepers part more 
quickly with the ball is nothing 
new. 

If referees came down hard on 
keepers who retain the ball for 
more than the few seconds 
allowed, new dispensations would 
hardly be needed. As for passing 
back, it is a most risky pastime 
which gives away a host of goals. I 

No one would pretend the laws I 
of the game are perfect, least of aU ; 
that dealing with offside, which I 
has been slightly amended this j 
season, with no noticeable effect. | 
But what FIFA should long ago I 
have known is that the sheer face j 
of professionalism in football will ■ 
always tip the balance towards | 

caution. The more money j 

involved, the more caution one | 

finds. * 

What FIFA could more usefully 
do. is look ag'ain at their new 
version of the professional foul j 

rule. 

Havelange, one remembers, 
came down ferfxnously on the I 

professional foul rule as brought j 
in by the Football 1 ^eague eight ■ 

years or so ago. j 

FIFA belatedly introduced the j 

rule on the very eve of the World j 

Cup, without giving referees a \ 

chance to digest it. and without 
really understanding it at all. The 
lieague’s rule related specifically 
to fouls outside the box, which 
might have prevented a goal. The 
penalty area could Icxik al'ter 
itself. 

To make things worse, a player j 
who punches a ball off the goal 

line now merely away a 

penalty, but stays on the field: 
though this paradox n^ay now be 
dealt with. 

Shades of the World Cup chaos, 
when Sepp Blatter. FIFA s general 
secretai*y, tCK)k it upon himself 
publicly to rebuke the confused | 
referees, over the heads of the j 

referees’ committee. What a way 
to run a railroad, let alone the 
world’s most popular sport. • 






SPECIAL nEATME 


CRICKET 


THROUGH AMERICAN 


Cleveland. When ihe action gets 
slow, they a casionally amuse 
themselves b;/ throwing orange at 
the police. 

It is, of course, easy to recognise 
in cric;ket the origins of Amei’ican 
baseball. Instead of a pitcher 
there's a bowler, who takes a 
running start and flings the ball, 
stiff-armed, toward a batsman so 
that it (ideally) bounces just in 
front of his foot. 

The batsman is out if the ball 
hits the wicket three vertical 
posts behind him or if the ball is 
caught on the fly by a fioldei*. The 


O F all the tispe*cts of British 
culture that a.i*ej alien to 
AinerK^aiis. none seems 
quite so j)i eposterous as 
cricket We can sooner rec'oncile 
muse Ives (o the idea of warm ticcr 
than toil sport in whH^h they take 
a hi eak foi tt'a 

Moreover, th(' game seems 
m(;omp! eliensit)Je to any 
Anieru^an who picks up a 
j newspaper and niads accenmts 
I IlktMIns- 'Stove Small ensured 
tiiat NSW were in a c-omfortabk^ 
pfisibon at 7 -MOO at stumps 1 le 
was perelied on 71 foj* 32 nuiiutos, 
but was somewhat more animated 
throLigli the 90s befoi^* deciding to 
lunck (eflarm spinnei Brett 
Williams over the fence and pass 
the :i,00() first -class run mark." 

But after venturing to the 
Sydnt'y Cricket Ciround to see the 
Austi’Mlian national team—the 
best in the world in acuun, I am 
not sure that ail tiie Yankee^ 
prejudices are well-lVaindt-d. 

Cei lainly, this is not a wimpish 
sport as sona^ Americans h^ilicvc 
Crit.k^e-t playejrs art* a. tough breed, 
as 1 h(\v must b(^ to swing a heavy 
Hat hat at a bull travelling toward 
them at loO miles per hourt 160 
kilometii'o per hour ) Tlie 
lit;ltlers ar»M*xpectf*(i to eatcli 
rocki’t shots at slvort range, 
barehandeo 

The hi ns aren’t vvuiii>i.sh cither, 
and lea i.s most definitely not their 
b(.*vci’age td clioice Tlie erowd on 
the g X ass\ 'mound” at t he Syd ney 
CJnckel (.iround thelcKal 
equivalent ot the blcaeliers. bears 
( a re.si?mhlaiK:c t.o t )u‘ liabit uos of 
1 the intainous ■T)awg Pound” m 

W,:; -— 










batBinan produces runs by hitting 
the ball and running a short 
distance to a nearby wicket, 
scoring as many as four runs for a 
ball that is hit on the ground, six 
for one that is hit over the fence 

There are, of course, some 
major differences witli baseball 1 n 
cricket, two batsmen are in the 
game at any one time. There is no 
foul territory and a batsman can 
score runs by tipping the ball 
behind him. 

But the big difference is that 
when a batsman strikes the ball, 
he is not fibligatfid to do anything. 


If he hits a dribbler to the nearest 
fielder, nothing happens. If he 
hits a hundred such dribblers, 
nothing changes. 

As I watched one of Australia’s 
star batsmen, Geoff Marsh, in 
action against New Zealand, he 
wasn’t scoring many runs or 
doing anything else usofuL as far 
as I could see, and I gavf» a 
quizzical look to tJie fan next to 

Robin Smith, who woo offered a 
contract to play baseball in 
America, put to rest the fact that 
cricket Is a wimps game, by 
catching a hard shot with bare 
hands 


me.*' “Don't worry, mate,’ lu> 
assured me. “Marsh just jsn t very 
good at getting runs qui<Jk]y. ’ An 
hour passed and Mai sh still iiad 
the bat in his hands The fan 
assured me: “You'll start seeing a 
lot of runs in another hour or so. *' 
Cricket comes in two basic 
versionsi^long marches, and very, 
very, very long matches. The 
latte^^, the? classic version of the 
game, is called Test cricket, and 
1 asts for two i n rnn gs oac.‘h side 
gets 10 outs to an innings. A ' 

patient batsman may stand theie 
all day Thai’s why Test matches 


Cricket is not a wimpish 
sport as some 
Americans believe. 
Cricket players are a 
tough breed, as they 
must be to swing a 
heavy, flat bat at a ball 
travelling towards them 


















several dozen ol the world's best 
players - whic h wasn’t hard to 
du, bcKiause al the tune stars of the 
sport were makings $10,000 a year 
or so 

'The World Strn(.\s was 
streainliJKjd into.i oni'-da.v format 
and t he wus jazzed up w’llh 
the introduction of coIouitkI 
uniforins to replac e the 
iraditionivl. staid all-whitoones 


Purists denounced the hybrid as 
‘^Packer's Circus ’ or the “Pajama 
Game," but when Packer 
introduced one more 
innovation —night 
cricket—nobody was laughing. A 
crowd of 58,000 showed up to see 
the first match under the lights in 
Sydney, and “one-day cricket” was 
instantly established. 

By U.S. standards, it's still not a 


Cricket comes in two 
basic versions; long 
matches and very, very, 
very long matches. The 
latter, is bailed Test 

cricket.with plenty 

of breaks for tea. 



fast-moving game. Each team tots 
one inning, but even if it hasn’t 
made lO outs—or, to use the 

proper terminology, if it hasn’t 

lost 10 wickets —its inning ends 
when the opponent has bowled 
300 times. 

The rhythm of cricket is 
different from the seesaw scoring 
that characterises most sports, 
but it is a pleasurable and relaxed 
rhythm. You can arrive at the 
stadium an hour or so late and 
you’ll know what you’ll be 
missing: 20 or 30 runs. Go out for 
a couple of beers or a snack in the 
middle of the match and you’ve 
missed 20 or 30 runs. 

And it’s an ideal television 
game. When I doze off in front of 
the TV on autumn Sunday 
afternoons in the United States, 
my subconscious is always 
nagging me that Green Bay or 
San Diego may be scoring a 
critical touchdown. Here, I can 
fall asleep for a couple of hours 
wii h the knowledge that when I 
wake up Australia will have 
scored 20 or maybe even 30. and 
Geoff Marsh probably will still 
have the bat in his hands. 

ANDREW BCYER 

COURTESY THE WASHINGTON POST 
















DROPPED! 


Why Videocon disassociated themselves irom the Asia Cup cricket tournament 


VIDEOCON INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 

IfiM. AllMilt. (low. Noomon Point 
Boinb»v-40Q021. <»nOii) 

T«l.- 7006175 2041605. 242263. 223307 
lalos- 011-65193 VlCO IN 

p(»ccmbe4 26, 1990. 

_PBISSJ^€ LEASE 

ojj Contiaci btf U/*. Kadi.ani SpoMt 
Managjmzn^ ConccktunQ 'VlVEOCOf^ ASIA CuP'. 


L' huk k{*f!vtui Nct<r^ tkiA on M/^. Hadkant Spoi^A Manaqfunenl, Mew 

Vclh-i.f -fe'^fn<Kii3t<ng c.ot\t^a(U inte.n.o.d 4.nto uj^lh Ikzm ak SpcuMC7/ir>i c£ the 
4th Ab^a Cup. be^.c*u> a^e -Che cyen-Ci tn ch^onoCogtca^ ondei f,-Lnattij 

te atit Kij Jn Jhc dor*A/.on mkich L>i fho VTVB.OCOtJ * b\^a.eh con-t^acf 

by M/^ . Uarlta.nf SpoA-f4 ^annge.intnt ; 

tl) M/^. Kfldtart^ SpyA-f-i Uanagemznt, in Thc-c^ capaetty uk the P^omoteA* 

the 4th Akka Cup, appxoached I/IPFOCOW on Skd Pfccembc/:, 1990 C'- ^poniO^L 
the ci^en-C. {Copy o(5 tkeJji pAopesat Eette,A-encto6ed] 

(21 A con-CJac-t uiai entCAed Into by VIDEOCON with M/o. Rad<.i*rtt SpoAtb 

Naitapement on the 10th o< VecembeA, 1990. (A copy the CvntAact 
encE.>'^ed] 

(3) A^ttA. the uiithdAQwat PnkiAtan ^Aom the touAnamentt VIDEOCON uwro 
peiiuaded to continue to act a* SponooaeAs and -cn the tnteACAt 0 (( ipontft 
at taAge, VIDEOCON decAjded to continue itii hpon^oAbhip -Che event. A 

con-tnac-t wao entcAed into w<th M/ 4 . Pattcan-f Spo'i-fi Wanage.mtrtC 
cIc£oX<.ng the schedule oi the matnci with Pakistan Team a 4 wett a* 
neo. 6 s-<.n 9 the. ccn6ideAatA.om j(oA the 4 p 0 M 40 fl 4 #Kp. Att otheA tcAm& and 
condetionk the contAact wcac maintained. 

(4) Ai a ApOMAOAC^ to the event, VlDtOCOf^ wak entitled to the ^oito*M.ng main 
Aight6 in addition to 6 €Wat ctkeAk: 

a) The char-pion^hip ukw clutay^ to be comunicated ak VIDEOCON ASIA CuP. 


ItoglMofwt Omeo: Amo Cm Compound. Adflot Rood. Auf«nootarf-431 006. (indio) Phofi* : 2736S. 35475. 23656 Yoloa: 0749-312 VICO IN 
Ahmodnapar Addww: 2276. Ad'll OaEtr. Ahmodnopw^ld 001 (India) Phono: 4S22. 57Tt Tolox; 0143-220 VICO iN 











Uva be bu Uoouia^^har. and fiunn^ntj comentan^ 

wouid be bi(>(xd<'a‘>< 6/y AIR. 

c) H<CihUtji\^\ r.ff. rmfehe^ aiuuU be ^clevM^ed or. the. datft oi thz matchZ6 

,‘u W.'i» N^4i.0('fLk. 


'JJ A be ^e<ew^c»V o« </<« Wa-C-v&rtaC, Ne-CwfU-^fe <& p^omc<v. 

Xhf e\>enf p.u ,to the. ^toAt the matche\. 

e) W<-fbtn the i,'ioi^r.ds f'(( the uenue VIVEOCOH l^fOutd have adventUing fij\ght6 
tc (he. t^oofieboa\d\, g\ound 6tnQe behind both the ittmp p 06 iZion 6 f dUptay 
Tu/irwrii'i -Tcuc/^bi banne/L6, d^iptaij ot VIVIOCON Logo on the. P^uifei 
JfLotty c^c. 


i^ry'k: 

. i.’ /’ 


15) Ea6ed on the agKeement e.nteAed into tatXh M/a. Radiant SpoAU itanagemnt, VlOtOCON 
pAoceade.d uUth alt actions. The iiA^t in^taiment of payment of Ka.?. 5 iacA waa 
made by a cheque favouA of 6CCI aa piA adu^c^ and in^tAuctioM of M/a. Radiaeit 
SpoAtti Management. thU cheque am duty Aece^pted by BCCl and 6ab6equently 
encashed. 

U) We wetie bubicqaentty infoAmed by Ua. Jagmohan Pd^fti^a, Hon. SecAetaAy of BCCT on 
SatuAday, the ?2nd VecembeA, 1990 that he unable to pAOvide advcAtJising 
Aight6 to the \co\eboaAd aa it did not foAm a paAt of kU contAact uu;Ch 
M/t. RacUani SpoA(i Management. JkU waa by it6elf a contAavention of contAact 
uith M/a. Radiant SpoAXA Management. Ma. A. KhetAapat, Ex.ecutive ViACctOA of 
M/a . Kad^^n^ SpoAt^ Management mwa -tn^o^med on telephone about the 6aiji breach 
end u«A flAfecd to Imediatety i^ettle the mattex uUth BCCI Office. iatCA Ma. Jagmohan 
VatirUa infoAmed u4 that due to a tKagedy in Ma. KheXAapaVA family. M/a. Radiant 
SpoAtA Management had not been able to fatfit itt payment Achedute utith BCCT. 
ConACqaently he thAcatened to call off the AponAOAAkip and tail a Pacaa 
C onfeAence in ca^e \fjVE0C0M did not diAectly pay to BCCT Ra.7.5 Iaca laithin 24 
houAA. To avoid unpleaAantnCrjA, VlOEGCON u/aa foAced to pay thiA amount by cheque 
diAectly to BCCI in aduAncp. aftcA obtaining ncceAAOAy authoAiXy fAom 
M/a. Rad^^nt SpoAlA Manaaenent. 
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KINDLY make the 
notice of anticipatory 
breach of Contract in 
terms of Provisions of 
Sec. 39 and other 
applicable provisions of 
Indian Contract Act 
1872 on behalf of our 
Cliente-M/s Videocon 
International Ltd. 

You have entered into 
contract with our clients 
concerning sponsorship 
of 4tb Asia Cup 1990 
under the various terms 


and oanditions specified 
in our letter dated 17th 
December 1990 duly 
accepted by you. The 
eontraot inter alia 
provides fbr certain 
promises on your peui;. 

1. TheChampionahip 
will be named as 
“VIDEOCON ASIA 
CUP." 

2. Tbs tournament 
wUl be Inaugurated by 
the Honlite Pre^bc^t of 
India. 


3. HighlightB of all the 
matohes will be televised 
on the days of the 
matdhas on National 

Ketwork. 

4. Curtain raiser will 
also be televised on 
National Network. 

Unfortunately none at 
above promisee have 
been fulfilled and lumoe 
eltaation has arisen 
wheretinder in terms of 
Provlaion of Sec. 39 and 










In iubizqu^nt con\feA6atjioii6^ V1VEX0H uhi 6 a^iuAtd by Ufi. A. Khz^^ap^t oi 
M/4. Radiant SpofU6 Management that alt conditcom^ oi contract would bz 
(ii^mly m^t tnctudinQ tha broadcasting of the Curtain Raiser, Highlights 
etc, Jt was also coniiAmed that in all broadcasts and other comunica- 

tions tho totuiMmont ho aPunijA tn ho aHethOASoH trt /?« fho VlVftlCn^J A^IA CUP. 


14) There was a telephone call ^rom mr, Jagmohan Valnia in the evening oi I4th 
Vzeember indicating that \fWlOCON wa^ stUl reqiured to pay an amount oi 
Rs.S Lacs towards the scoreboards oi all venues as the matte-i had not been 
settled between M/s, Radiant Spofits Management 6 BCCl in th/.s regard. This 
was not acceptable to UWIOCON as it was clearly a breach oi contract 
entered AJito with M/s. Radiant Sports Management. 

(9) No Curtain Raiser had been broadcast prior to the stari oi the i4Ast mW> 
telecast on 2Sth Vecember, 1990, Moreover highlights oi the iirst mctco 
on the ZSth Vecember, 1990 were also not broadcast as pc\t oi the contract, 

()0) In no coiminication made to the public at large, either through advertising 
by M/s, Radiant Spo/itA Management or BCCl or through the live broadcast.on 
AIR or the live telecast o{ the event on Voordarshan was the tournament 
addressed to as "^he VIPECCON ASIA CUP. This was inspite oi assurances 

Q^uan at ttitatty itagu fey M/ 4 . Pa.di.ant Uanagamant that tha a.K^ant uwutel 

always be addressed to as The l/lVECCOM ASIA CUP. 


proviBions of Indian 
Contract Act 1872. 

Without prejudice to 
the rights of our clients 
under the said contract 
our clients wish to 
inform you that they 
intend to put an end to 
the entire contract 
forthwith i.e. from 12 
noon on 26/12/90. Since 
our dients have already 
released the money to 
you on your account 
assuming the proper 


In view o{ the several breaches oi contract, the ones enumrated above 
a Notice oi termination oi Contract has been served on M/s. Raduant Sports 
Management, at noon today, namely the ZSth Pecember, 1990, In view oi our 
decision to terminate the Contract, we are ipso iacto withdrawing irom the 
sponsorship oi the 4th Asia Cup. (A copy oi the contents oi our Notice 
served is enclosed] 


I Dev claims a wicket in the opening match against Bangladesh 


p erf o rmance of all the 
terms and conditiemB, 
you are directed to repay 
the entire amount of Re 
15 laJcha forthwith to 
our clients. As a 
preventive measure our 
clients also reserved 
right to stop payments 
(bailor any of the 
cheques issued to 
you/your behalf under 
the said oontract. 

Under the aeeumption 
that you will perform 


your part of promise our 
clients have committed 
eapenditure of more 
than Rs. 10 lakhs on the 
event which bae gone 
totally bad Ifouaro 
therefore also directed to 
make good the damages 
of Re. 10 lakhs along 
with the amount of Rs. 
16 lakhs paid to you/on 
your instructions 
otherwise we would be. 
foirced to take legal 
action against you. 


MULLA&MULUt& 
CRAIGIE BLUNT & 
CAROE, Bombay. 

MULLA&MULLA& 
CRAIOIE. BLUNT & 
CAROE 

Advocates Solicitors and 
Notaries 
Jehangir Wadia 
Building, 

61 M.O. Road. Bombay 
400 001. 














Cricket is not 




just a game 




it is a heritage 


JOHN MAJOR, 0 

nee a usefui 

club cricketer ar 

Id now facing 

bouncers as Bril 

tain’s new 

Prime Minister, t 

issesses his 

favourite sport 


mN THE glorious sun 

I of late July and early 

1 August I managed to 

JL watch a lot of cricket. 

1 saw, in particular, four 
days of that remarkable 
Test at Lord’s where 

The very stuff of 
romance and dreams. A 
remarkable game fit to 
rank with the great 
ones. And so, of course, 
are some of the players 



Gooch scored 333 and 
123 to notch more runs 
in a single Test match 
than any cricketer had 
scored before (or ever 
will probably); where 
Kapil hit four successive 
towering sixes to save 
the follow-on; where 
Azhariiddin charmed 
with a glorious hundred 
in reply: where 
Tendulkar took an 
unforgettable running 
catch that only a 
fleet-i wted 17-year-old 
could have reached: and 
where England won 
with Fraser bowling a 
lovely line and length. 



Cricket needs 
to be marketed. 
It needs better 
faoilities. It 
needs the 
personalities to 
attract the 
crowds 




despite cricket's 
unfailing nostalgia for 
yesteryear. 

“How good is 
Tendulkar?” I asked 
Denis Compton. *‘The 
boy's a genius,” came 
the reply. “And what of 
Angus Fraser? ' I asKea 
Alec Bedser. “Oh, he’s a 
good bowler.” said the 
greatest of all medium 
pax^rs. Good, so there is 
genius about. And many 
other fine players too. 
When were there last 
two such promising 
young fast bowlers as 
Waqat and Akram? And 
is not Atherton 
authentic class? Or Ian 
Bishop of the West 
Indies? 

Yes, there are lots of 
fine young players for 
the future. But after the 
Lord’s Test 1 wanted to 
see more of the Indians 
so 1 went home to my 
first love. Home, that is, 
to The Oval for the game 
against Surrey. I sal foT' 
much of the day in the 
stand above the 
committee room and 
pavilion looking from on 
high, straight down the 
wicket. Three things 
struck me forcibly, all of 
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which are relevant to the 
future of cricket. 

The first was an 
elderlyish man, mid 50s 
perhaps, and badly 
crippled. He shuffled 
with a stick, painfully 1 
thought, in an out of the 
burning sun and up and 
down the stairs to the 
members’ bar and 
refreshments. 
Movement was an effort 
but clearly he felt the 
effort was worth-while 
for cricket. We spoke 








brieHy; he had been a 
reg^ular at The Oval for 
' 38 years. Loved the 
plaice. Come wnenever 
he could. No bitterness 
at his infirmity but Just 
an affection for those 
younff men with strong 
limbs, keen eyes and a 
sporting talent 
sufficient to enable them 
to play for their county 
and, in some oases, their 
country. Sur^, I 
thought, the county 
game is safe while it 


inspires such devotion. 

And therein lies the 
second point. For 
outside the respectaoiy 
full pavilion and 
members' stands the 
paying crowd was 
pathetic in nxunber. 
Admittedly, it was a 
Wednesday, and the day 
after a Test. And it 
clashed with one-day 
cricket on television. 
But still, a pathetic 
crowd. Ciioket 
adminhitratars are 


acutely aware of this 
problem—in many 
counties fewer than 15 
per cent of receipts are 
through the gate. The 
rest comes in 
membership fees, 
sponsorship, distributed 
receipts flrom Test 
matches, etc—but not 
from payixig spectators. 

So cricket needs to be 
marketed. It needs 
better facilities. It needs 
the personalities to 
attract the crowds. And 


Both Jmn Major and 
Alec Bedaer feel Sachin 
Tendulkar (here beating a 
diving Chris Lewis at leg 


it needs Bngland to wm 
Test matches, for 
nothing increases 
interest and receipts 
more than that. That is 
the essence: new 
adherents and new cash 
That leads me to my 
third point. As I sat in 
my high perch, Alec 
Stewart, batting at the 











Pavilion End, swept 
Compton-style, 
backward of square. It 
zipped over the ropes in 
front of the new beauty 
at The Oval, the West 
Stand, incorporating the 
Ken Barrington Centre. 
Ken Barrington was 
xnuoh loved throughout 
cricket. His memory 
attracted larire and 
generous donations 
(sadly, more from 
abroad than at home) to 
raise the money for this 
magnificent 
improvement. There is a 
new stand, the most 


Would Alfred Mynn have 
contained VIv Richards? 
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A Mitor couple.. John 
and mfB Norma take up 
residence at the most 
famous address In the 
world: 10 Downing Street 

glamorous boxes Tve yet 
seen and, below them, 
cricket nete and 
facilities indoors to 
mak e your mouth water. 
Surrey hope to bring 
many a promising 
yoxmgster there to add 
to the conveyor belt of 
young talent they have 
discovered in recent 
years. 

My points, therefore, 
come together. The 
game can still generate 
huge interest and 
excitement; there 
great players about that 
future g^eiierations will 
cherish more than we do 
(unworthy thought: 
would Felix have scored 
runs against the West 
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HowgMKl 11 cricketttnm 
John Mafor? 


J ^tlN MAJOR, it oan be aeld confidently, is 

t:hA boot otdoltoter to Have bodome Prixae 

Minister sinoe Sir Alec Doufiflas-Home.' 
This is a very important factor in the health 
and happiness of ttie nation, the reassuranoe 
that the new bloke in charge occasionally wor* 
riea about higher things than the trade figures 
or poll'tax. 

'What every cricketer will want to know is 
how good he was out on the pitch, Ian Oreig, 
Surrey’s captain, has bowled at the Premier "It 
was clear that the guy had had an injury. He 
wasn’t 100 per cent mobile but he had played 
and looked as if he had been a very useful club 
cricketer.” 

The now famous photc^paph of Major, as 
Chancellor, driving, was in fact taken during a 
spell from Oreig. “Ah,” Oreig added, very pro- 


fisssion^y, “it was one ot my more innocuous 
deliveries." 

Surrey, helpfhl as ever, were leased to pass 
on more detail t^xm fiieir now most lUustiious 
member: he was a rli^t-arm medium pace 
bowler who could bat a little, who appeared for 
Rutlish School Colte’ XI. After leaving aohool 
at 16 he appeared for a few clubs in Strsatham 
and Londcm but his career was effectively en> 
ded at SO when he broke a leg in aeveral places, 

«»d lost hitf left knee oap, after a, oar accident 

in Nigeria, where he was working in banking. 

While a dub cricketer he won several Sven- 
ing Staadard oertificates for his bowling pro¬ 
wess. "My best performance,” he told Surrey, 
“was when I took seven or eight wickets, I can’t 
quite remember, for nine runs, including a 
hat-trick.” That tells any cricketer that 
medium-pace Major must have been a pretty 
shrewd judge of length and line. 

There is ample confirmation of his con¬ 
tinuing interest. Brian Johnston knows him 
ae a regular visitor to Test Match Special’s box 
and when Johnston sent him a note, wishing 
him luck, during the leadership contest. Major 
could still find time to reply and to mention 
England’s plight in Brisbane. cmkHodoMn 



Inaies attacK of reoent 
years? Would Alfred 
Mynn have contained 
Viv Richards?); and 
cricket’s administrators 
are becoming more 
businesslike daily in 
trying to provide 
facilities and attractions 
to bring back mass 
support to cricket. 

All this is to the good. 
Can more be done? Well, 
yes it can. Surely there 
is a cose for further 
reforms to remove some 
of the impediments that 
sometimes bring 
bitterness and 

oontroveroy to the 

loveliest of games. Why 
not professional, 
international umpires to 
bring consistency to 
on-field decisions? And 
why not uncovered 

Major was there in 
person to cheer Graham 
Gooch onto hie 
record-breaking 333 
against India at Lord’s 


wickets to bring bacK 
the guile and charm of 
spin to the county 
game? And. yes. drat it. 



i. for one, do 
not believe that 
cricket’s 
greatest days 
are behind it...it 
can have a great 
future provided, 
on-field and off, 
all those who 
love it play up 
and play the 
game 


wby not more overs 

during the day to offer 

better value to the 

spectator who pays ever 

more for his 

seat—especially at Test 

matches. 

Such reforms are easy 
to call for but difficult to 
deliver. But cricket is 
spreading its wings 
again. It is growing in 
popularity in 
continental Europe; in 
the USA, and 
international television 
will carry it further. 

I, for one, do not 
believe tnai cricKet s 
greatest days are behind 
it. Cricket is not just a 
game; it is a heritage. A 
thing of grace. It can 
have a great future 
provided, on-field and 
off, all those who love it 
play up and play the 
game. 

COURTESY THE INDEPENDENT 







EXCLUSIVE FEATURE 


T he at the 

rear of the 
Northside 
Bombers 
Boxing Club 
says “In 

Harmony. ” When 
Charles Hamm» the 
52-year-old plumber 
who has run the place 
since 1978, first saw the 
sign, he liked the 
sentiment so much that 
he made sure the 
lettered poster board 
ended up on that wall of 
his storefront gym. 

Harmony is a nice 
notion. Button St. Louis' 
West Florissant Avenue, 
where the gym sits, 
harmony is a pretty 
elusive objective these 
days. The street courses 
through blocks of 
boarded-up and 
damaged buildings, an 





Outside The 


This is the story on the life 
and death of Leon Cal vin 
Spinks Jr. 

When compared to the streets of America, the bozinsp 
clubs are a place of safety and comfort. Here the ftiry of 
the punk on the street g^ets nurtured and channelised 
only to be let loose in the ring 



BY PHIL BERGER 








urban landscape a bit of a roulette sj 

promising more poverty For Calvin, a 

and violence than 6-foot-1 -inch light 

anything resembling heavyweight who e 

harmony thought had the 

From the day he potential to be a 

opened the modest gym, world-class boxer, 1 
Hamm, who lives one abrupt ending was, 

floor up with his wife, course, a personal 
Jeridean, recognised the tragedy. But in the 

trouble that was out context of his fnmrv 

there on the streets. And father’s difficult lifi 

like a Pied Piper he stood as another sa 

fought it by crtiising the twist to the chaotic 

North Side ghetto in his Spinks tale. For Ha 
van, urging the Calvin’s death was i 

youngsters loitering on sorrow compounds 

the street comers to try the time and attenti 

boxing. he had invested in t 

Leon Calvin, Spinks' son. A life full of talent was 
snuffed out prematurely 


The NorHiside Bombers 
club: A place where 
many a talent was 
shaped up to bear fruit 

Some boys came to the 
Bombers gym for the 
challenge of the sport, 
others for the 
hamburgers that the 
mild-mannered Hamm 

wuuiU buy after a day’s 
training was done. Leon 
Calvin was 8 years old 
when he first showed up 
in 1979. 

For the next 11 years. 
Calvin was a regular at 
Hamm’s gym, learning 
enough about the manly 
art to turn pro in June. 
But on Sunday 
morning. Jxily 21. 
Calvin’s career was out 
short when he was shot 
to death on a bridge 
connecting East St. 
Louis, 111., and St. Louis. 
Police found him in a car 
at 5:30 AM. 

The death of Calvin. 
the son of tne former 
heavyweight champion 
Leon Spinks Jr., 
underscored not only 
the pervasiveness of 
inner-city violence but 
also the random nature 
of it, which makes the 
quest for success by the 
young inner-city athlete 
a bit of a roulette spin. 

For Calvin, a 
6-foot-1 -inch light 
heavyweight who some 
thought had the 
potential to be a 
world-class boxer, the. 
abrupt ending was, of 
course, a personal 
tragedy. But in the 
context of his famous 
father’s difficult life, it 
stood as another sad 
twist to the chaotic 
Spinks tale. For Hamm, 
Calvin’s death was a 
sorrow compounded by 
the time and attention 
he had invested in the 








CALVIN SPINKS’ LAST PRO FIGHT 


n Tuesday Jxily lOtii. the baseball All-Star 


g’ame was beiJig played at Chicago*s 


^ Wrigley Field, I^ss than an hour away, in 
Merrillville, Indiana, boxing fans were 
enjoying their own “celebrity” sports event. 
The main bouts at the All Star Sports Bar 
featured John LLu k, a 16-0 junior light-weight 
from Gary, IN. and world ranked 
middleweight Ron Collins from Texas. On the 

iinfit^rcjtArd, h light life»uvywf*ight, T^oon Ctilvin 

from St lx)uis, was fighting his second pro 
bout. Among those watching Calvin was his 
father, former lieavyweight champion, 1-ioon 
Spinks. 

Before Calvin’s fight, the exchamp was 
introduced to the crowd. The following day 
was his birthday Like ho many eyeing a shot 
at the senior tour, he's thirty something. 
Tonight the crowd’s attention turned to hia 19 
year-old-son Would the youngster bear the 
sms (or the wins) of the father? 

Calvin's opponent, Jordan Keepers fi’om 
Milw'aukee. had a fair punch, a good chin and 
defensive skills that helpFKi him endure a few 
rounds All those qualities gave Calvin a fair 
chance to show his abilities. Many young pros 
bring the amateur style of boxing to their fii*st 
few contests. Calvin, a two-tmie St. Ix^uis 
Golden Gloves champ, didn’t There was 

lovyrag4> buluacl Ki« punehee unci Uo know liow 

to cut off the ring Credit his corner for his 
ahilitu's, but give credit as well to oiu' ringside 
fan cheering his son on all the way 
From the opening btill on, Ijoon Si*, stcxid 
IxJund a neutral corner. His eyes stiiyed on the 
action Like a general watching a battle from 


higher ground, he barked constant strategies 
to his son: “Up and down Leon! Keep 
punching, right hand, left hook!” 

The commands seemed to be getting 
through to Calvin. His best weapon was the left 
hook, it opened a cut along Keepers eyebrow in 
the first round. More body shots rocked 
Keepers in the second. In the third a left hook 
from Calvin pat Keepers down for an eight 

ooiint. Onp minut© later Keepers was on ibe 

ropes taking heavy punishment when referee 
Sean Curtin stopped the contest at 2:58. 

When the win was officially announced, 
Calvin took a cue from another champion. 
Jorge Paez, and celebrated his victory with a 
quick breakdance in the middle of the ring. 
Cocky? Maybe, but he proved liimaelf through 
his boxing ability and saved his showboating 
until after the bout. 

The elder Lecni basked in typical father’s 
glory, holding court at the bar while patrons 
praised his son. “What do you think, pretty 
good,” the champ asked, knowing the answer. 

“He fights like you used to, Leon ” 

While not offended by the comparison, the 
champ wanted to make it clear that his son was 
destined for far more greatness: “He kind c^f 
fights like I did at first F3ut you wait . .He’s ‘ 
only gonna get better ” 

*‘He ha« good powor in Hie loft,” Iho writer 

offered 

“He has power in both hands,” Loon 
countered. 

The champ jutted his pelvis out like Elvis 
Presley “He’s got a lot of power here, too. ” 

The crowd ate it up. 
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anybody gi-t huj*t ” 

I lamm. a former boxer 
wilt) does not drink, 
smoke or use profane 
language, had to order 
! ht' boy out of the gy ru 
on more than oiu* 
CKYasioii Calvin kept 
coming back, though 
And somewhere in that 
first year. Hamm found 
out that CYilvin's father 
was Spinks, who in 1 978 
was the heavyweight 
C'I lampion of the world. 

His curiosity piqued, 
Hamm began watching 
more closely to see 
whether this boy from 
the 1900 block of nearby 
John Street had his 


fatliei* s spark for 
fighting Calvin proved 
he did. As an amateur 
trained by Hamm, he 
won t-wo St Louis 
Golden Gloves titles. But 
the promise Calvin 
showed as a boxer was 
thre attmed by what he 
did outside the ring 
Like his father, who 
had been called “Neon 
Leon” Ijecause of his 
tendency to go partyiiip; 
when he should have 
been training, Calvin 
was something of a 
good-time Charlie And 
he was an expert dancer 
“Around when he was 
14. 15,” Hamm recalled, 


“that’s when you’d Icxik 
out the window and see a 
crowd collecting. You’d 
figure there was a fight 
going on But no, it’d be 
Loon just dancing, with 
the music'coming out of 
what we call ghetto 
blasters those boom 
boxes tlie kids have. 
Outside the gym, or over 
where he lived on East 
John Street, he’d have 
people watching him 
danc’e.” 

As Calvin grew older, 
he continued to dance, 
going to clubs and house 
parties. Hamm warned 
him about the late hours 
he was keeping, and the 





After the card ended both Leons were in the 
dressing room. The father was talking with 
the press about his glory years, the Olympics, 
his fights with All, and the possibility of a 
comeback. Leon Calvin stood alone, packing 
his equipment. Speaking about himself he 
seemed uncomfortable, but this made his 
answer appear more thoughtful and earnest. 

Did ne turn pru tun uai ly? “My fUttier anU 
mother thought so, they wanted me to wait. 

But 1 have to make my own decisions in life. I 
thought I was ready.” 

Should his father make a comeback? ‘That’s 
his life. If he wants to, he should. He was a 
champion.” 

Thoughts of a Ken Griffey-liko situation in 
boxing went through the writer’s mind, a 
reference to basebaJVs falher-son tandem 
entry Would be fight on the same card with 
his father? “Not right away. Maybe later. Lots 
of ofiers are coining in. Td think Td like to. 
WcMi have to see ” 

Tn the weeks that followed. he was quoted in 
Sports IlliisirAtvd, commenting that he was 
proud of the Spinks name and its contribution 
to boxing. lie signed a promotional deal with 
Cedric Kushner, paving the way for him to 
build his career. What was to follow? 

T elevision ngliis. a uile sliot, who Knows? As 
usually happens in these stones we are only 
lelt with speculation on what could have been. 

On Sunday, July 22ncl, eight days before his 
scheduled third pro fight, Leon Calvin Spinks 
was found shot to death in his girlfriend’s car, 
gone before his star had a chance to shine. 

—John Siuntm 


just can’t stop 
everything.*!told him, 
‘Just start doing it, 
That’s all the time it 
takes’.” 

O N July 10, Calvin, 
1-0 as a 

professional, fought 
Jordan Keepers in 
Meriville, Indiana. In he 

t.hat ni^ht 

his father. It was the 
first time that 
Spinks-whoever the 
years had spent little 
time with his son—had 
ever seen him box. That 
absence accounted, in 
part, for the detached 
reaction Calvin had 
when Spinks stoppxjd by 
the dressing room 
before the fight to wish 
him well. 

Even when the former 
champion told his son 
that he would be at 
ringside shouting 
advice to which he 
shoxild pay heed, Calvin 

jufei nodded but would 

not speak. 


But after Calvin 
scored a third-round 
knockout and a jubilant 
Spinks was the first man 
into the ring, the son 
was more receptive. He 
hugged his father and 
smiled. 

“Later on,” said 
Hamm, *^the ring 

announcor called both of 

them back as father and 
son. They hugged 
again. After that, they 
were jolly-jolly, and 
giving autographs.” 

Off that victory came 
an offer of a three-year 
promotional deal from 
Cedric Kushner. the 
New York-bas€?d 
promoter of the world 
welterweight champion 
Marlon Starling. 

On Saturday July 14, 
a St. Louis mailman 
named Jim Howell, who 
with Hamm was 
cc-manager of Calvin, 
showed the fighter the 

Kufjhfior contr<ict. 

“He smiled that big 


The Tale of the Tape: People knew Spinks only 
because he beat All. They forgot him quickly 
after AM beat him 


MUHAMMAD All 


IION SPINKS 


questionable eharacUjrs 
some of the gang 
mombt^rs, who wore part 
of that social circle. 

lie saw the night life 
to which Calvin was 
att racted w i th i ts 
alcohol, drugs and 
occasional violence-—as 
being at cross purposes 
to a fighter's moi’e 
ascetic existence. 

It wasn't long before 
Calvin was beset by the 
very complications that 
the older man feared. 

Two years ago, while 
at a party, Calvin was 
shot in the abdomen by a 
friend who was aiming 
at somebody else. 


Surviving that, lie was 
arrested this past year 
and charged with illegal 
possession of a 
handgun. The case was 
pending when Hamm 
persuaded Calvin to turn 
professional in June. 

Hamm’s hoi^e was that 
as a professional Calvin 
might spend more time 
in the gym, away fi-om 
his risky night life 

“At the time he turned 
pro, I set him down 
right m front of me at 
my house,” said Hamm, 
"and I told him, ‘Back 
away from those 
parties.’ He told me, ‘Mr. 
Hamm, it takes time. 1 
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smile of his,’ said 
Howell, “and told me, 
‘Quick, gfive me that pen 
before they change their 
mind ’ tieon had made 
$200 for ofich of his first 
two fights, and up to 
that point I don’t think 
he was aware that people 
could make real big 
money bc^xing. 

At home now Calvin 
looK u> sasnaying up to 
his brothers, Dar^e)^ 

17, and Corey, 12, and, 
while throwing shadow 
punches, telJmg them, 
“They bring ’em here. I'll 
kn(x;k ’em out.. They 
bring ’em here, Til 
knock 'em out ’’ 

On July 21. the 
19-year-old Calvin had a 
late afternon workout at 
Howell’s gym just 
outside the city limits. 
That evening, he went to 
a party, and around 
midnight, returned 
home Not for long, 
though When Darrell 
Calvin saw his brother 
head toward the front 
door, on the way to a 
nightclub, he told him 
not. to g<i “He had a 
fight coming up July 
30," said the younger 
brother, “and needed to 
get hia I’fjst. But he told 
me. *I ain't gonna stay 
out long ’ He left by 
himself ” 

Leon Calvin never 
made it back to East 
John Strf-*et 
Zadie Mae Calvin grew 
up in the same 
Pruitt-Igoti projects in 
St Ix>ina that Leon 
Spinks Jr did Spinks 
was only 17 when Ms 
Calvin gave birth to her 
Leon, the ii rst of the 
three sons she had by 
Spinks, whom she ruwcfr 
married. In 1978. when 
Corey was born. S})inks, 
married by then to 
another woman, would 
upset Muhammad All 
and become 
heavyweight champion 



of the world. 

In some of his earliest 
interviews back then, 
Spinks would make 
pained references to his 
past and in particular to 
a disappointing 
relationshjip with his 
father. Leon Sr. 

Leon Sr and his wife, 
Kay, were separated 
when Leon Jr. was 
young. Ttie miner's 
sporadic contacts 
afterward tended to 
disappoint and 
eventually alienate the 
son. “I remember I 
stayed with him one 
time and 1 did 
something.” I.jeon 
Spinks Jr said. “He 
hung me on a nail and 
hit me across the face 
with some cord of some 
kind. It put a long mark 
on my face. He told me 
he was sorry. But ever 
since then, 1 didn’t like 
him. O.K., I had done 
wrong. But why’d he 
have to scar me up7 T 
mean, I can take a 
butt-whuppmg. But you 
don’t have to scar me 

The father was, 

Spinks said, “in and out 
of trouble all the time 
and he affected Spink’s 
self-esteem, oven from a 
distance Like his 
father. Leon Spinks Jr., 
even as champion, 
would have his share of 
trouble Within six 
weeks of defeating Ali, 
Spinks was sued by a 
motel for unpaid bills, 
sued for back rent in 
Philadelphia and 
arrested for driving the 
wrong way on a one-way 
street in St Louis. 

That turmoil would be 
constant in a pro careei* 
that saw Spinks lose the 
title in his first defense 
of it and then fight on 
until 1988. By then he 
was a chronic loser, 
txixing for a pitiful 
fraction of the millions 
of dollars he had made 


and lost. In contrast, hie 
brother, Michael, who 
won the heavjrweight 
title from Larry Holmes 
in 1085, would go on to 
earn $13,5 million in a 
1988 bout against Mike 
Tyson. 

HROUGH those 
years, the Calvins of 
East John Street 
struggled. Their welfare 

payments were 

supplemented by what 
Zadie Mfio’s mother. 
Aline Pickett, earned as 
a nurse’s aide while she 
lived with them. 

“Zadie Mae was not 
able to work on account 
of her health," said Mrs. 
Pickett “I worked at a 
nursing home and then 
at a hospital. I was bring 
ing home $265 every 
two weeks from the 
nursing home And 


when I went over to the 
hospital, $760 a month.” 

The relationship with 
their father was 
disappointing, Darrell 
Calvin said. Except for 
annual Spinks family 
reunions, Spinks was 
rarely in touch with 
them. Then, two years 
ago, after Spinks invited 
his three sons to spend 
time witn him in I5etroit, 
the visit ended badly. On 
his retuim. the story 
that Leon Calvin told 
was that when his father 
turned down a request 
for money and he 
pursued with it, Spinks 
got physical with him. 
Calvin’s attitude toward 
his father hardened, 

“He’d tell me," Hamm 
said, “‘My daddy was 
heavyweight champion, 
and we ain't got 







The only high point of Spinks* career was when 
he outfought the 'Greatest*: Muhammad All 

nothing^, I wasn t the on to better-equipped 
type to g’ive him UJ gyms, Leon Calvin di( 

feelings, but 1 d say. not He remained loy; 

O.K., Leon, look at to Hamm, But In a 

yourself.ghetto of often 
This was a reference to capricious violence, 
the two children Calvin mindine* him was not 


had fathered and from 
whom he remained 
mostly distant. 

What male guidance 
the Calvin boys and their 
half-brother, Stever 
received, would come 
from Hamm, in whose 
gym all of them boxed. 
While Hamm was 
raising two sons and a 
daughter of hi a own, he 
was nurturing the 
Calvins. 

“They would need, like 
.boxing shoe and trunks, 
and we didn*t have the 
money, so he bought it 
for them,’* Aline Pickett 
said. 

Where many of 
Hamm's fighters who 
made a name as 
amateurs would move 


gyms, Leon Calvin did 
not He remained loyal 
to Hamm, But In a 
ghetto of often 
capricious violence, 
minding him was not 
easy. 

Likeable though he 
was, Leon Calvin had an 
unpredictability much 
like his father’s that 
seemed to invite hard 
circumstances. 

When, for instance, 
the police stopped a car 
he was driving and 
found a handgun 

ineido—a weapon that, 

Hamm said, belonged to 
a friend of the 
fighter’s—Calvin was 
drinking, in plain view, 
a bottle of beer. 

Hamm tried hard, 
though, to keep Calvin 
on the straight and 
narrow, hiring him as a 
plumber’s helper so that 
he would have spending 
money and 
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ma nnouvering Kim out 
of the many jams in 
which he regiilarly got 
entangled. 

But in East St. Louis- 
on that Sunday 
morning, Leon Calvin 
got into trouble that 
Hamm could not fix. 

Like the Illinoib State 
Police, Hamm found the 
facts about Calvin’s last 
hours difficult to 
ascertain. Questioning 
friends of the fighter 
who he thought would 
knew what happened, 
he encountered 
resistanc^e. 

I’d ask for details,” 

Hsimm said. “They didn’t 

know” You lying,' I’d 
say. *Youknow 
everything.’” 

As he pressed for 
answers, the details of 
ihe final night began to 
emerge. Calvin, it 
turned out, was friendly 
with members of a street 
gang called the Crips. At 
a party on Saturday 
night, July 20. he had 


been present when a 
member of a rival gang, 
the Bloods, was badly 
beaten. 

By Sunday morning, 
as the scene shifted to an 
East St. Louis club, 
there wotild be another 
fight involving the 
gangs that would be 
quelled, at least until the 
place closed in at 5 A.M. 
At closing time, as the 
youths spilled out into 
the streets, gunfire 
erupted. Calvin jumped 
into the car of a woman 
friend who drove hard 
towards the Dr. Martin 
liUther King Jr. Bridge, 
which spans the 
Mississippi River. 

“There were two other 
cars with friends of 
Leon’s that were being 
shot at,” Hamm said. 
“Gunfire was ringing as 
they were going across 
the bridge. They forced 
the car Leon was in to 

tKe oid© of tKo road The 

girl driving, she jumped 
out and ran, and the 
persons in the other car 
went to shooting.” 

A few days after the 
shooting, Capt, Phil 
Kocis of the Illinois State 
Police said Hamm’s 
version of the events was 
basically correct. 

On the Thursday 
night after he was 
killed. Calvin’s body lay 
in an open casket at the 
Foster Funeral Home—a 
Golden Gloves medal 
hanging from his neck, 
a pair of miniature 
boxings glove© on his 
chest. Leon Spinks Jr. 
did not want to go into 
detail about the 
relationship he had with 
his son. 

“I loved him,” he said. 
*Tm glad I got to spend 
time with him. It’s too 
bad it got cut short, 
though.” 
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1990 Cricket 
Milestones 


t Sir Richard Hadlee of New Zealand became the 
firist bowler in Tost cricket to claim 400~Test wicket by 
dismissing Saiijay Manjrekar in the second innings of 
the first Test at Christchurcn against India in the tiim? 
Tests series 

• Sir Richard Hadlee ended his Test career by taking 
five wickets for 53 runs against PTngland in the 
third and final Test at Pldgbaston on July ,9. 1990 
He has taken five wickets in an innings 36 times, 
which is a I'ecord by itself. Incidentally, he also 
claimed the wicket of Fk^von Malcolm in the last ball 
of his cricketing career. Sir Richard has scored 3124 
4 runs and claimed 431 wickets in HG Tests 


• Graham Gooch, created a world record by sc(;riii^’ 
/nost runs in a Test match lie scared 456 runs (333 
and 123) against India in the first Test af Ijords 

He bettered the pjvvioiis 

rooorci off 3fiO run^ /'P4'7 and J 33J «r.*(Oj*od by JLu- 

stralia's Gi'eig Chappell at Wellington against New 
Zealand in 73-74 series 

• Grahajn G(xxih also became the first cricketer in the 
world to score a triple r^ntury and century in the 
same Test, against India at Lords. 

• Gooch, also became the only cricketer in the world to 
scores five Test centuries at Lords 

• Grabam Gooch eclipsed Sir Don Bradman s record of 
974 runs, the highest scored in an Fhighsh summer 
Note Bradman, however, required only seven in¬ 
nings whei'eas Gooci} took eleven innings. 

• GofX'b scored 752 runs in the three ^Test series 

against India and thus surpassed the previous re¬ 
cord of 583 runs, scored by Zaheer Abbas of iPakis¬ 
tan against India in 1978. ► 




Kapil IJev Nikhanj of India notched the world record 
by smashing four c*onsecuUve sixes in an over off 
Kddio Biifflixz^d in. tlio of 

the first Test at Ijords in the three 7'est series. He 
erased the previous nxord of three sixes struck by 
W. Hammond of England in an over off Newmann at 
Auckland against New Zealand in 1932-33 ajid 
Silvester Clai-ke of West Indies in an over off Nazir 
Ahmed at FaJsalabad against Pakistan in 1980-81. 
Kapil Dev also equalled the world record off getting 
24 runs in an over joining Andy Roberts of West 
Indies, Sandip Patii of India and Ian Botham of 
England. 










• iJachm 7‘t?n(fiilk;ir of /ndia bet'ame tho second 
youn^^st Test rvickoun' after Mustaq MohcuniUcid of 
Pakistiui to score a cennjry He scored 1 lU not out 
a^auisr En^'land in thcsix'o^id Tost at Mnnohestor m 
tim Uirev Tost series 

• Crordoij Hi'oenjd^e playod his iOOtti Tost for the 

VV\\sd Indies, by appeaniif:^ in ibo fifth Tost afzainst 
Enp-lanci at Aiitif^uu on ApnJ tnoo. 
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Allan Border piayed! hie recoirl 50th Test as Austra¬ 
lian captain, against Pakistan in the second Test at 
Adelaide an January lO, 1990. 

Dean Jones scored 116 and 121 ‘in both the innings 
in the second Test against Pakistan at Adelaide and 
became the tenth Austraiia/z batsman m Test cricket 
to do so. 

Waqar Younus of Pakistan took a hattrick against 
New Zeaiand in the third Test at FaJsalabad in the 
three Test series by claiming Ti'evor Franklin, Mark 
Groathatah and K'en HuthtTi funJ in Cfniitf consecutive 
balls. 

Javed Mnuzdad crossed the 8000 l uns landmaik and 
became the first Pakistani and fifth batsman in the 
world to do so when he had scored 13 in the second 
innings of the third Test at Faisalabad against New 
Zealand. 

Carl Rackemann of Australia took thi-ee wickets in 
four balls claimingImrarn Khan, Tausif Ahmed and 
Aiustaq Ahmed in the second Test at Adelaide 
against Pakistan in the three Test scries Dennis 
Lillee achicvtxi this feat against England at the Oval 
in 1972. 

Imran Khan of Pakistan, by taking two wickets 
against Austiaha at Melbourne lu January, 1990. 
ctnssed iJeiiiiJS Lillee's previousrecoixlof355 Test 
wickets and became the fourth bowler after Hadlee, 
Botham and Kapil Dev to do so 
Alkui Lfimb is the second English cricketer, to score 
a century on his debut Test as captazn after 93 years. 

kmt ii 2 £ti 2 to tfCOfY; ri <7(711 tury on dabut Ln^lisli 

caj^tazn was McL^uen, who made 109 against 
Australia at Sydney in Docenitx^r, 1987. 
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Sn Lanka slumped to their lowest 7'est score of 82 tn 
the first junzn^s of the only Test played a^aznst 
India, at Chandigarh in 1990 

Waqar Younus in taking 53 wickets in the ten Tests 
he has phiyeci so far achieved a Pakistani record of 
capturnig the fastest 50 wickots. He erased Kizan 
Mohammad's ptvvious of 50 wickots in 11 Tests. 
New Zealand posted fiieu* lughost total in one day 
<*rj(;ket whan, they hammered 338 for four off 50 
overs against Bangladesh in the AustralA.sia Cup at 
SJiai;/aJz on April 28, 1990. 

Simon 07)cjnize]J of AizstraJja scored the fastest fifty 
in one day crickett off a more IS balls against Sri 
iMiika w the scmi final of the AustraJ-Asia Cup on 
May 2, 1090 lie eclipsed the previous mark s2iared 
by Now Zealand 's Lau(^) Cairns and Pakistan 's Salim 
Maiik The hitter .batsmen tcKzk 21 balls to notch up 
tneir nrues cairns actneved the feat against Austra¬ 
lia in Moibourne w 82-83. while Malik against India 
w Calcutta in 1980-87 ODonnelTs entire innings 
of 74 iasted just 29 biiVs 
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BEST VICTORS ► 

GESTURE—MUiV 
Frenchman Yannick 
Noah defeated West 
German CarhUwe Steeb 
5-7, 6-3, 6-4 to win the 
$400,000 New Sc»uth 
Wales Open his first 
title in nearly two 
years he stcxxl on his 
head in celebration 

HESTHVMPEH 
STICKER —“If you think 
that I cannot drive a car. 
then you should see me 
play tennis.” (Seen on a 
car in Hamburg. 
Germany.) 

BESl 

“These 

days 1 am not at my very 
best I could not fight as 
usual because of all the 
turmoil Tennis is a 
game won with the head 
and lately my head has 
not been on tennis ” 
(Steffi Graf, distracted 
i and distressed by tabloid 

! roporte of her fatner'e 

alleged affair, after 
losing at the French 
Open and Wimbledon.) 






BESTCAPRIATI 
PREDICTIOSS-^ She 
can’t rates, and 1 only 
said that about John 
McEnroe and Steffi 

Graf. Sho Ixae the ability 
to wind up on the top 
level that only Chris 
Evert, Martina 
Navratilova and Graf 
have occupied." (Arthur 
Ashe) “She’s quite the 
best newcomer Tve ever 
seen, who could easily be 
world champion before 
she is 17. “ (Billie Jean 
King) 


WORST 

PltHPARAI’ION—Neglec 
ting to scout Ferrando, 

Seles inmrreetly 
thought she was a 
baseliner and was 
caught by surprise by 
her serve-and-volley 
strategy when she was 
upset at the U.S. Open. 
Equally foolish, Seles 
made a racket change 
only a week before the 
U.S. Open—from a 
Prince 110 graphite to a 
Yonex RZ-380. 







iBEST BELATED 
AWARENESS—The shoe 
is on the other foot now 
for Chris Evert, the 
television broadcaster, 
who admitted, “It’s 
tough to g^t an 
interview with a tennis 
player. 1 remember 
when NBC would ask me 
to do an interview, and if 
I wasn't in the mood or I 

had to practice or if I had 

to get mentally prepared 
for a match, I'd just say, 
‘No.* Now, I find myself 
telling the players, ‘Hey, 
come on, it’s television. 
It’s great exposure and 
experience.* But it’s like 
pulling teeth to try to 
get them to come to the 
booth and talk.*’ 


WORST SCASDAL^The 
German and British 
tabloids—"MY FAMILY 
AGONY” shouted 
today's front-page 
headlines during 
Wimbledon—had a field 
day sensationalising 
Peter Grafs alleged 
extrarmarital affair. 
Playboy model and call 
girl Nicole Meissner, 22, 
and boxing promoter 
Eberhard Thust, 43, 
allegedly tried to extort 
$400,000 from the 
Grafs, claiming that 
Peter fathered Nicole’s 
six-month-old daughter. 
Although the couple was 
arrested for blackmail, 
the revelations 
devastated Steffi and 
clearly hurt her 
performance. 


BESTBALLBOY 
PERSPECTIVE—*VJe*re 
all rooting for Jennifer 
(Capriati) because she’s 
the same age as us and 
she asks for the ball 
nicely.” (A Wimbledon 
ballboy speaking for his 
peers on their choice for 
women’s singles 
champion.) 















BEST PHILOSOPHY OF 
UFF. —Introspective 
Boris Becker opined: 
'*We*re living in the year 
1990 and in sport it’s 
stUl all about money. It's 
sad but true. lt*s sad 
because man is in this 
circus forever. 






BFSrTRHiUTFTO 
TEmiS-Of the 23 
major sports that 
prominent sports 
psychologist Dr. Jim 
Loehr has investigated, 
the one that requires the 
greatest mental 
toughness is tennis. 


BEST MIXED DOUBLES 
ADVICE—Todd 
Woodbridge is a 
baby-faced 19-y6ar-old 
Aussie with a killer 
philosophy. After he and 
Liz Sayers won the U.S. 
Open mixed doubles 
title, Woodbridge 
explained, **You*ve g^tta 
really be nasty, try to hit 

every thing* at the 

woman.” 


BEST NOISE 
ABA r/iAffcWr—Roaring 
airplanes, the bane of 
U .S. Open players and 
fans for years, were 
gone thanks to New 
York Mayor David 
Dinkins, a tennis 
fanatic, who asked the 
Federal Aviation 
Administration to 
rearrange the takeoff 
pattern on La Quardia 
Airport’s runway 13. 



BEST REl 'NION—Jimmy 
Connors and Chris 

Evert, once tennis* 
darling couple, became a 
team again as NBC-TV’s 
new “contemporary” 
tennis analysts for 
Wimbledon, the French 
Open and the Family 
Circle tournaments. 
Both were incisive, 
opinionated and 
appealing. 
















■» 








l;#;i 


WOifST f4^5—Pickle 
Qermaii spectators 
booed and derisively 
whistled at Boris Becker 
during his singles and 
doubles defeats in the 
World TOsjn Cup at 
Dusseldorf. As Becker 
noted: ‘They have short 
memories. Th«y forget 
how we won here last 

year and also all our 

successes, and they 
expect us to win every 
time.” 


BES7 BIZARRE 

Complaini¬ 
ng that some players, 
like his opponent Mikael 
Pernfors, get away with 
swearing on court 
because they don't do it 
in English, John 
McEnroe, who was 
expelled from the 
Australian Open for 
swearing, made this 
unusual proposal: **I 
think if the officials are 
going to do this to me, 
tney are going to 
eventually have to get a 
fleet of interpreters, and 
everything any player 
says, he*8 going to be 
liable for. Otherwise, 
they’ve got to ease up.” 


BEST 

SF0RTSMA\SHiP-^eTO’ 
me Boucher, an 
11-year-old from 
Paradise Valley, 

Arizona, displayed 
wonderful 
sportsmanship after 
winning a long, 
three-set match in the 
New Mexico Junior 
Open. He spontaneously 
turned his attention to 
his distraught, sobbing 
opponent and consoled 
him with words of 
encouragement, support 
and an *"it’8 gonna be 
alright" pep talk. 


BESTPHOTO 
SPi?£4D--Sexy Stem in 
a provocative pose in 
Vogue magazine. 
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iBESTMARTINA 
MET^XPHOR—'^Tm not a 
dinosaur any stretch 
of the imafirination. Ym a 


meteor. ” (Martina 
Navratilova after her 
quarternnal victory at 
Wimbledon.) 


BESTTRiBVTETO 
BiLUE JEAN—Durmg 
Wimbledon which she’d 
win for a record ninth 
time, Martina 
Navratilova talked 
glowingly about her 
coach Billie Jean King. 
**She has taught me 
more in one year than I 
have learned in 10 
years. Her knowledge is 
just phenomenal. She 
has forgotten more than 
most people know.” 


WORST CHEAP 
SHOT —Ripping Martina 
Navratilova as a poor 
role model for young 
players because she is a 
homosexual, all-time 
great Mai'garet Court, a 
born-again Christian 
minister living in Perth, 
Australia, said: 
“(Navratilova) is a great 
player, but Fd like to see 
somebody at the top to 
whom the younger 
players can look up to. It 
is very sad for children 
to be exposed to 
homosexuality. Martina 
is a nice person. Her 
life has just gfone 
astray.” 


BEST DEFENSE OF 

“Martina has 
been a role model for 
me.. .we should judge 
her on what she did on 
the court, not on her 
private life.” cotintered 
Chris Evert who also 
rebutted allegations that 
lesbianism was a major 
problem on the women's 
circuit. ‘Tve been on the 
tour for 18 years and 
Fvenever seen, 
anything.” 










BEST 

PHILASTHKOPY—lon 
TiriaCfthe 
sinister-looking but 
generous tourmunent 
promoter and manager 
of Boris Becker, helped 
rebuild 

Ceausescu-ravag^ 
Romania 1^ stagring the 
Eluropean Zone Davis 
Cup tie £ 4 g^uiiBi BrlUtXu 
in Bucharest and 
importing badly needed 
medicines for local 
hospitals—^all of which 
reportedly cost him at 

t east $200,000 of his 
)wn money. He also 
Irranged for proceeds 
from the concession 
sales at the Davis Cup 
match to be donated to 
Romanian orphans. 


BEST^*GOLDES 
OLDIES**—Defying age 
in a gruelling sport that 
favors youth, Martina 
Navratilova easily won 
her record ninth 
Wimbledon crown at 33; 
Ivan Lendl captured his 
third Australian Open at 
30; and overlooked 
Andres Gomez surprised 
everyone by grabbing 
the French Open, his 
first Grand Slam title, at 
30. Hats off also to 
Britain's Nick Brown, 
who after retiring at age 
24, came back and was 
selected to play Davis 
Cup singles for the first 
time at 29. 


BEST ROYAL KtSS—The ^ 
Duchess of Kent was so 
moved by Martina 

Navratilova's recjord 

ninth Wimbledon title 
that at the trophy 
presentation she kissed 
Navratilova on both 
cheeks and then held 
her hands while they 
chatted. “Normally no 
one touches Royalty 
beyond a handshake," 
said one British 
journalist. “It was 
unique." 


BEST 

ANALOGY—UBLTtina, 
Navratilova, on Andre 
Agassi, who passed up 
Wimbledon to rest: “It’s 
like a football player 
who skips the Super 
Bowl because he has to 
get ready for training 
camp.” 

WOKSi 

TRAITORS —Soviet star 
and world No. 11 Andrei 
Chesnoko v skipped the 


ranked a modest No. 35 
led Italy to a stuprising 
3-2 first round Davis 
Cup win over four-time 
ch^pion Sweden by 
upsetting Mats 
Wilander and Jonas 
Svensson in singles and 
partnering Diego 
Nargiso to a doubles 
Victory oerore a 
vociferous, sell-out 
crowd at Cagliari, 
Sardinia. 


Shriver, one of several 
players miffed by the 
distracting, loud and 
often unnecessary 
grunting of today’s 
players). 


BEST JUSTIFIED 

—uespite au tneir 
talk about the absolute 
necessity of having their 
own tour, many of the 



inaugural $330,000 
Kremlin Cup in Moscow, 
and world No. 13 

Natalia Zvereva, who 
often complains of being 
homesick when touring, 
snubbed the $100,000 
Moscow Open. They 
dearly owed it to their 
fans, countrymen and 
these fledgling 
tournaments to play. 


BEST DAVIS CVF 
HEROICS—FsoXo Cane, 


BEST BURNING 
ISSUE —Grunting. How 

loud ia too diatracting^? 
And will grunting 
offenders soon draw 
warnings and point 
penalties? 

BESTANTUiRUNTING 
STA “Some of 

these players grunt 
when they dropshot. 
and no dropshot 
deserves a grunt. ” (Pam 


top players simply failed 
to support the new ATP 
Tour properly. Believe it 

or not, Stefan Ed()erg, 
Andre Agassi and Ivan 
Lendl, three guys who 
regularly play 
irrelevant exhibitions, 
fkUedtoplay the 
minimum required 
number of tournaments 
and were justifiably 
assessed record fines of 
$115,496, $85,042 and 
$95,443, respectively. 










BEST C AREER 
COMEBACK f/^-Thomas 
Muster was told he 
would never play tennis 
again after he was 
seriously injured in a 
car accident caused by a 
drunk driver before his 
1089 Lipton 
International final. But 
Muster showed 

eaKimordixiary 


his game and his 
ranking to collapse. 
Happily, at 28, Aguilera 
bounced back to No. 

15. 

BEST^’^TALKiS 
CHEAP**—The 
foot-in-mouth award 
goes to world No. 5 
Arantxa 

Sd^cheas-Viccurio. Juet 




dedication and 
determination and 
rebounded strongly to 
gain the Frencn open 
semis and rank No. 6. 

BEST CAREER 
COMEBACK f//>-Juan 
Aguilera, a clever 
Spanish clay courier, 
ranked No. 7 in the 
wo3^Jd in late 1984 before 
the nlness and death of 
his father and 
concurrent break-up 
with his coach caused 


before her match with 
No. 44 (but rising fast) 
Jennifer Capriati at the 
Family Circle Magazine 
Cup. she said, *Tm not 
worried about playing 
Capriati. I have plenty of 
confidence.” Capriati 
humbled her 6-1.6-1. 


BESTTENMS 
DiPi^OMACy—In a Davis 
Cup match marked by 
goodwill and normalcy. 
Israel hosted the 
People's Republic of 


China. The two nations 
do not have full 
diplomatic relations, 
and China competes in 
. the Asian Games, from 
which Israel, for 
political reasons, has 
long been excluded. 


BEST ^ 

CONUNDRUM—MoThoa, 

Selea, on wliAt it wovdd 

take to beat Steffi Graf: 
*'I have to think of her as 
just another player. 

How do I do that?” Seles 
said that March 5^ 1990, 
but she did beat Graf 
twice after that in 1990. 


BEST DOUBLES TEAM 
(MALE) —^Pieter Aldrich 
and Danie Visser. 
sharp-volleying South 
Africans, captured the 
US and Australian 
Opens and were 
runner-up at 
Wimbledon. 

BEST CANDID 
COMMENT— had 
told me two weeks ago I 
was going to win the 
tournament, I would 
have said you were 
pretty crazy.” (Pete 
Sampras, 19, after 
becoming the youngest 
player in history to win 
theU.S. open.) 


i BEST CHUTZPAH—After 
he accepted the $26,640 
prize money for winning 
the Hong Kong 
Open—which was 
sponsored by Salem 
cigarettes—outspoken 
Pat Cash declared. ”1 
think it’s a disgrace to 

flinolce cngarettes ” 


BEST‘'Ht:SAiD 
iT**—Tve improved 
3,000 per cent.. .well, 
maybe Fm 

exaggerating. Maybe it’s 
just 2,000 per cent.” (Pat 
Cash talking about his 
return from a serious 
Achilles tendon injury 
before his fourth-round 
Wimbledon match 
against Boris Becker.) 






















[tommy HfNOt^ 


BEST QUOTE ABOUT 
MAC — Ion Tiriac, Boris 
Becker's manager^ on 
John McEnroe: “Half 
come to see him win. 
Half come to see him 
lose. Half cpme to see 
what happens.” 


BEST ^TAMOUSLAST 
WO/IDS*’—Before John 
McEnroe was bounced 
out in straight sets in a 
Wimbledon first-round 
match by Derrick 
Rostagno, Mac 
dismissively spouted: 


“Who's Rostagno? 
Nothing personal but 1 
could have had a harder 
draw. There’s at least 20 
guys tougher than him 
and Tm not planning to 
lose.” 


4 BEST ENDORSEMENT 
DSAL-^lvBiXi Lendl's 
nine-year racket 
endorsement deal with 
Mizuno for a reported 
$20 million. 


BEST *^AND YOU CAN 
QUOTE ME*'^ John 
represented everything I 

wanted. He wasn’t an 
actor. He was a really 
big success. He was 
young. He had money. 
He totally turned me 
on.” (Tatum O’Neal on 
what first attracted her 
to John McEnroe.) 


BEST ACT OF 
CONSCIENCE (fh-lnEi 
highly unusual gesture, 
Yannick Noah refused to 
accept his $30,000 
guarantee (fee just for 
showing up) after losing 
in the first round of a 
Bordeaux tournament. 
(Of course, he was 
wrong to have 
negotiated for 
appearance money in 
the first place.) 


BEST ACT OF 
CONSCIENCE (//>-After 
getting injured in the 
second set of his first 
round match at the OTB 
Open, Derrick Rostagno 
returned his $2,500 
guarantee. 


BEST QUICK CHANGE 
IDEA —Women can 
thank the Ldpton 
International Players 
Championships for its 
new Laykold cnanglng 
Booth. The portable tent 
enables them to make a 
quick and private 
change of their soaking 
shirts on court and 
avoid spectacles such as 
when Barbara Potter 
changed shirts while 
four ^Iboys held towels 
around her at 
Wimbledon in 1988. 












WORST ^ 

DISRESPECT—When the 
media at the French 
Open asked finalist 
Andre Agassi his 
feelings about meeting 
the legendary Jean 
Borotra, one of France’ - 
celebrated “Four 
Musketeers/' the brash 
Agassi replied, “Oh, that 

old guy? I didn't even 

know who he was.” 


BESTSTROkE 
CHANGE —Pete Sampras' 
decision—he was 
convinced by his 
longtime coach, Dr Pete 
Fischer—at age 14 to 
switch from a 
two-handed backhand to 
a one- hander which 
transformed him from a 
counterpuncher into a 
more versatile and 
dynamic all-court 
player. 


RF.ST 

REVENGE —Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere, 
crushed 6-0, 6-0 by 
Martina Navratilova at 
the 1989 US Open, 
gained sweet revenge 
when she shocked the 
No. 2 ranked, four-time 
champion 7-5, 3-6, 6-3 
in the 1990 US Open 
fourth round. 


BEST BUSINESS 
TYCOON —Jennifer 
Capriati. The 
14-year-old wunder-kid 
with charisma struck it 
rich with endorsement 
•deals with Diadura ($3.S 

million). Oil of Olay ($6 
million) and Prince ($1.1 
million^ 

BEST 

IRONY —^Twenty-one 
months before 
19-year-old Pete 
Sampras upset 
three-time champion 
Ivan Lendl 6-4,7-6,3-6. 







4-6,6-2 in the US. Open 
quarterfinals, Lendl 
invited Sampras to train 
with him at his 
Greenwich. 
Connnecticut estate. 
Besides several hours of 
gruelling daily practice. 
Lendl had him biking 20 


miles a day and lectured 
him on proper diet and 
sleep habits. 


BEST 

WARNING —Although it 
came at least a decade 
late, Boris Becker gave 


John McEnroe this 
warning (threat?) 
during a three-hour 
discussion: "If you start 
behaving like a beast 
during the match, I will 
turn into the bigger 
beast and I will destroy 
you.” 









iBEST GABY 
COSFlDENTiAl^^'l 


prefer to be appreciated 
for my beauty and other 
qualities rather than 
only being seen as a 
tennis champion.” 
(Gabriela Sabatini) 


BEST 

STBA r/iGy—Gabriela 
Sabatini, who claimed 
she was “the forgotton 
woman of tennis” at the 
start of the US Open, 
upset Steffi Graf 6-2, 7 6 
in large part because she 
abandoned her baseline 
game and rushed net 43 
times. The strategy was 
brilliant because: 1) it 
surprised Garf 2) it put 
great pressure on 
Garf’s vulnerable 
backhand 3) it shortened 
the match and made 
Sabatini’s inferior. 


BEST MCENROE 
ro\i]i:ssioN 
(li )—Offering Andre 
Agassi, who was just 
fined $3,000 for his US 
Op€?ri outburst, some 
fatherly advice, John 
McEnrex^ confided “It’s 
not the fines that hurt, 
it’s the embarrassment 
of people talking about it 
the whole time ’’ 


WORST Li CK^You had 
to sympathize with 
American Patty Fendick 
at the US Open. First, 
her mixed doubles 
partner. Ken Flach, 
angrily walked off the 
court during the third 
set of their match with 
Elise Burgin and Laurie 
Warder, causing the 
match to be defaulted. 
Then her doubles 
partner, Zina Garrison, 
limping from right 
ankle and Achilles 
tendon injuries, had to 
withdraw from the 
doubles. 










BEST RETIREE 
(FEMALE)—Haj[iai 
Mandlikova, a 
supremely talented and 
sracefxd sometimes 
mentally fragile player 
who won four Grand 
Slam singles titles, 
retired at 28 from 
singles competition in 

June. ^*1 am like an. 

orange without any 
juice,” she explained. 


BEST COMPUTER 
CRITICISM—To inflate 
their own importai^ce, 
the ATP Tour devalued 
the ranking importance 
of the four most 
prestigious 

tournaments, the Grand 
Slam events Boris 
Becker astutely objected: 
“The Grand Slame need 

to have more points in 
the computer system. I 







M.. 


"The determination is 
not there, the motivation 
is not tl;iere and I am too 
proud to be losing to 
players 1 should not lose 
to. That is why I am 
walking away.” 


BEST RETIREE 
(MALE )—One year after 
his doctor told him he 
had "the knees of a 
60-year-old.” Swedish 
clay court specialist 



"It was quite intense. It 
was like playing with 
some guys for an hour. 
Thank God, 1 have the 


BEST EXCITING NEW 
PLA YER —Yugroslavia's 
18-year-old Ck)ran 
Ivanisevic.^ 






Kent Carlsson, the rest 
of whom ic jupt 23, 
decided to quit tennis in 
May. Chronic knee 
problems had sidelined 
Carlsson, known for his 
extreme Western grips 
and unerring, 
ultra-heavy topspin 
shots, for the previous 
10 months. Carlsson 
ranked as high as No. 6 
in 1988. 


don’t think it is right 
that I have a ohanoc to 
become No 1 (in 1990) 
Without winning a 
major tournament ” 

BEST GRAF 
ACCOLADE—After a 
rapid-fire 20-minute 
hitting session with 
Steffi Graf just before 
the Australian Open, 
Boris Becker revealed. 


BEST OVERSHADOWED 

Pl-A YER —Overshadowed 
by kid stai s like 
Jennifer Capriati and 
Monica Seles as well as 
veteran champions 
Steffi Graf and Martina 
Navratilova and 
Argentine beauty 
Gabriela Sabatini, 
Miami's Mary Joe 
Fernandez steadily 
climbed to No. 4 in the 
world. 
























T he inaug^ural 
Triveni 
Grandmasters 
chess tournament 
held in Delhi recently 
featured a very strong 
field. Apart from 
Viswanathan Anand 
there were two others 
with realistic world 
championship 
ambitions. The top seed 
was the 16-year-old Gala 
Kamsky (USA) who is 
already ranked fifth in 
the world. According to 
experts, he is the 
strongest teenager in 
the history of the game. 

The strongest woman, 
13-year-old Judit 
Polgar, the youngest of 
the famous Hungarian 
tno was also present So 
were her elder sisters 
Zsuzsa and Zsofia 


Experienced GMs 


Mikhail Chernin (USSR) 


and Eugenio Torre 


(Philippines) were the 


other foreigners in the 


P'or most spectatois 


the prestige fight 


between Anand and 


Kamsky was the talking 


point. Would Anand be 


able to defend his “turr 
against the young Soviet 
defector? What kind of 
form would Indian only 
OM display in his last 
serious contest before 
the Candidates match 
with Dreeyev in 
January? 

There were other 
Indians with a lot at 
stake. Dibyendu Barua 
played wonderfully at 
the Novi Sad Olympiacl, 
picking up his second 
GM norm in November. 

If he made another norm 
here he would have been 
India’s second GM. 
Thipsay was also in 
good form and looking 
for his second GM norm, 

It all made for an 
action-pac'kod 
tournament. Anand and 
Kamsky outclassed the 


rest of the field and tied 


for first place. Anand 


however, th rfished 


Kamsky in their 


individual nnnoiinter 


Thipsay and Barua 


started hi illiantly with 


wins against Torre and 


Chernin They both w^ent 


into the last round 


needing a win for their 


respective GM norms. It 
was not to be. 

Barua had earlier 
thrown away a totally 
won endgame against 
Zsofia, the middle sister. 
He recovered to draw 
with Kamsky and then 
beat Anand in the 
penultimate round. In 

the last round against 

Zsuzsa, he played 
uncharacteristically 
quiet chess and lost. 

‘ 1'hipsay also lost a 
tense last round battle 
with Anand. Both had to 
win and Anand once 
again displayed his 
uncanny ability to hit 
top form at the right 
moment. 

Anand was playing 
here just to keep his eye 
in. He would not exert 


in November, If 


he mode onother 


norm here he 


would have been 


Indio's second 



himself undul3^ or reveal 
any of his preparation 
for the Candidates 
match. After this he will 
go into hibernation with 
his second, Dutch GM 
John Van Der Wiel. 

Still, he exceeded the 
GM norm, maintained 
his rating and played 

sup&rbly whoti Ko Had 

to. His best game was 
the crush ing victory 
J over Kamsky. 

Three people beat him. 
Against Judit Polgar he ! 
i blundered in a superior j 
f position and he made j 
I errors against D. V. j 

I Prasad and Barua when j 
! he was trying tocj hard 
to win. Ho won the other j 
eight games not 
conceding a single 
draw 

Overall, he displayed | 
remarkable j 

form and he did not 
give away any secrets. ; 
Dreeyev will tx' an j 

a.n.xio\i3 mo.xi ttxid by my 

reckoning Anand must 
be the favou rite goi ng 
into the match. 

Kamsky showed his 
reputation does not 
flatter him. The US Open ' 
champion has great 
, opening preparation ' 
and terrific endgame i 
technique. lie also has a ; 
flair for messy 
iniddlegame 

complications ' 

Zsuzsa and Judit must 
have been slightly i 

disappointed in missing ! 
the GM norm by half a 
point. Chernin and ; 

ToiTe w^ere both in ! 

indifferent form while ‘ 

the rest of the Indians 
trailed behind. | 

FINAL STANDINGS: Joint j 
First) V. Anand and G. I 
Kamsky (6 points) 3rd) J. { 
Polgar & Zsuzsa Polgar | 
M 5th) D. Barua &>. ! 

Thipsay (6) 7th) E. Torre 





J M. Chernin (5) 

) D.V. Prasad ( 4 V 2 ) 
11th) R. Ravisekhar (3) 
12th) N.S. Babu (2) # 


51 






























# 1 ^ 


With medium 
pace mortality 
abnormally 
high, several 
quick bowlers 
have 

represented 
India over the 
years, but 
nobody has 
really survived. 
You have 
Kulkami, 
Chetan.R.P. 
Sineh^Robin 
Smelly Rszdsiif 
Ankolaand 
others, but for 
the new bait 
only Kapirs 
name comes 
readily to mind 


K apil’s lament in practically every interview is aboPt lack of 
support ‘from the other end. ’ With medium pace mortality 
abnormally high, several quick bowlers have represented India 
over the years but nobody has really survived. You havq had Raju 
rni, Chetan Sharma, R.P. Singh, Robin Singh. Vivek Razdan, 
Salil Ankola and others, but for the new ball only Kapil's name comes 
readily to mind. 

Kapil may have acknowledged—temporarily—Manoj Prabhadcar as 
his tutor, but among young bowlers hopes now rest with Delhi’s Atul 
Wassan. 

The question is: is he any different from others who have played and 
promptly perished? 

Perhaps yes, for two reasons. One, he has emerged on the strength Of 
outstanding success in domestic cricket—39 wickets in a Ranji season 
is really an exceptional performance. Hence he does not owe his place to 
whimsical selection or accommodation of regional interest. Two, the 
guy’s quick, talented, young, willing to listen and wofk. 

1 remember a senior Delhi pro telling me more than two seasons ago 
fwhen Wassan was only a university cricketer on the periphery of the 
IDelhi team) “if he gels abreak, woh chaUjayega." At the moment 
Wassan's career is, what's it called, at the crossroads Began 
impressively in New Zealand, slipped in England, missed Shaijah due 
to injury. Has kept his place on the basis of ‘potential’, but il he fails to 
get his act together he could be consigned to the dustbin of anonymity. 

Commenting on Wassan one senior player observed that he is in the 
process of learning that Ranji and Tests are entirely different 
propositions. Things are not totally rosy—has lost rhythm, injuries 
have plagued him and the bowling arm is somewhat rounder. Basically: 
compared to last season he has lost ground. 

“I’ve sorted out my problems,” feels Wassan. “Last yeajr I suffei-ed u 

freak injury before Sharjab. While bowling, my left foot got stuck in the 
follow through, my upper body moved but the left elbow struck my ribs 
so hard that they cracked The injury put me out of action for a while. 
But now the ribs have healed and I am fully fit. I am determined to do 
well and secure my place in the Indian team. ” 


W HEN someone mentioned “blind cricket” my first reaction was 
of extreme suspicion. And curiosity. Cricket is difficult 
enough with two eyes and if sight is impaired, or absent, how 
does one cope? 

Truged along to see the blind play cricket and believe me my eyes 
opened. 19 teams were around from different parts of the country 
participating in the inaugural Tata Steel Cup, and the players seemed to 
manage quite well. A total of 5 centuries were scored—^Vema Narayan 
of Bangalore hit 176 not out while Anand Sharma scored an nnhea t en 
151 in the finals. Tlie players hit shots, held catches, applauded, 
cheered and geneially had a I'oliicking time. 

The blind play cricket by the oar ae the batsiiuui hears the ball 

(specially made with ball bearings inside that make a tinkling sound) 
instead of seeing it. Bowling is underarm and deliveries must land 
within the bowlers half of the wicket to be legal, enabling the batsmen 
to gauge the direction. 

Explained George Abraham, the moving force behind the 


Just try playing witi 






By AMRIT MATHUR 
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The Mind play cricket 
by the ear as the 
batsman hears the bait 
(ball bearings are put 
inside 80 that it maiies 
a sound) Instead of 
seeing It 


tournament; “Sports, and cricket, are a vehicle for rehabilitation. It 
improves mobility. Prom experience it is noticed that by playing 
actively a blind person's confidence increases as does coordination. 
Moreover the keenness of competition helps build up leadership 
qualities and team worjc.” 

Ijike other kids of thexi* age the blind are extremely enthusiastic about 
cricket. They are real experts, capable of reeling off details of 
Tendulkar or Gavaskar which would stagger statistician BB Mama. 
Says George Abraham: “They always follow the Indian team. Even if 
matches are on in Australia or the West Indies they stay awake 
listening to the commentary. 

No wonder, when Kapil Dev dropped in to watch the tournament 
there was mass hysteria. He was mobbed as everyone reached to touch 
him to find out, as someone said, “ki kis mitti ka bana huaJjai, “(What is 
he made of?) 

Said an overwhelmed Kapil: “The experience of watching these kids 
play was really unique. It is amazing. Just try playing with your eyes 
shut. The kids were hitting so well— it was absolutely unbelievable/’ 


B AJINDER GOEL, a man of few words and mauy, many wickets 
once said that playing for India had become very “easy”. 

Specially for bowlers. People with not even 10 first-class wickets 
in their careers have made it, he said, not without a touch of 
ed bitterness. 

While Goel was perhaps obliquely referring to Maninder Singh, many 
agree with the general drift of his views. There have been many 
instances of young bowlers slipping into the Indian team on th^ 
strength of promise or potential, not performance. Salil Ankola went to 
Pakistan, we were informed, because the Manager would look after 


lour eyes shut...” KapuD,. 






Evidently, 
Maninder Singh 
failed to cope 
with the 
relentless 
scrutiny of 
international 
cricket. Also, 
his bowling 
failed to adjust 
to the differing 
demands of 
one-day and 
Test cricket. 
Maninder 
started bowling 
flat and 
defensive 


him.” Vivek Razdaii represented India without. playin^.i‘ Raiijn Now 
Saradindu Mukherjee with only 4 Ranji matches for Bonsai and 
hardly any wickeits is already there 

Strangely, while the young bowlers make it quickly they do not last 
the distance And for tlumi staging a coin(‘bac^k becomes doubly 
difficult. Once dropped the young bowler slays dropped and quietly 
disappears from the scene 

One person in such wilderness is Delhi's. Maninder Singh. Hailed as a 
teenaged prodigy, the logical heir to Bishon Bedi e artful left arm spin, 
Maninder arrived arousing huge expectations But things soured He 
quickly lost his place and his confidence. And now, there appears to be 
no light at the end of the tunnel. 

But why should things foul up for someone so obviously talented as 
Manindci ? There arc no clear answers in such things said an observer, 
but evidently Maninder failed to cope with the relentless scrutiny of 
international cricket Also, his bowling failed to adjust to the differing 
demands of one-day and Test cricket Maninder started bowling flat and 
defensive. 

What was worse was his bowling action came unstuck. 
Experimentation caused loss L>f which led to panic and further 

experimentation. “It was strange,” said a team ma.te.“ as it looked he 
had a different action for every session of play. He appeared confused 
and little went right for him last season.” 

Fortunately, Maninder is on the mend and seems to have extricated ; 

himself from his personal mess. Took 10 wickets in his season’s first 
Ranji game and that was just the Nasha he was looking for. He is now 
more assured and is approaching the rest of the season with more poise, 

Said Gurcharan Singh, Maninder’s long-time coach, “He is still the 
Ijest left-arm spinner in the country. His bowling had developed certain 
flaws but he has worked very hard right through the summer and the 
problems have befen ironed out. I am sure his performances will 
convince everyone.” # 
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How! easily this pictufe from the Wills trophy could be misuhderstood for 
*player arrogance’. But sui^ly there is a better place and a better time to ask 

for ah autograph? 






The Indian Hockev Federation 
managed to go through the 
formalities of staging the 
Nationals. The cold and the rain 
at Jammu were merely 
supporting actors in the farce. 
Novy Kapadia reports 





HOCKEY 


Cedric In The Dumps 


A notable abnentee at the Jammu Nationals, 
was the articulate and visionary Bombay 
coach,Cedric D’Souza. Why was he missing? 

No easy answers were forthcoming. The hock¬ 
ey fraternity was astonished by his absence. 
After his success with Bombay in the Gwalior 
Nationals in 1989, Cedric was billed as a future 
India coach. 

Bombay’s talented international inside- 
forward Edgar Masoaremhas was terse and 
non-commital. “Cedric did not come for per¬ 
sonal reasons." Skipper-cum-coach Joaquim 
Carvalho said: "No comments.” Centre-forward 
Darryl D’Souza and left-half John Fernadez 
said: ”We missed Cedric’s analysis of oppo¬ 
nents and clever tactics.” 

However, the most disparaging remark was 
by Bombav Hockey Association member and 
IHF's Chief Technical delegate, P.S. Sujlana. 
Explaining Cedric’s absence, Suj lana said: 
“‘Cedric was no coach. Success in 1989 went to 
his head Bombay won in 1989 due to the 
clover scheming of Marcellus Gomes. Cedric 
capitalised on this and made too many de¬ 
mands. So we sacked him as Bombay’s coach 
this year ” 

Auothei- view which emerged wjis that Ced¬ 
ric D’Souza was disgusted that the Nationals 

wore boing played ozi grass and so refused to 

coach. Reputed as a thinking coach, Cedric 
must now bt^ aware of Rudyard Kipling's twin 
impostors,of success and failure. 

In 1989, he was hailed as the messiah of 
Indian hockey Erstwhile SAI officers,BVP Rao 
and D.K. Chatterjee wanted Cedric to study 
hockey coaching in West Germany for a year 
before becoming National coac;h. Now he is 
down in the dumps. What is in store for Cedric 
in 


T O the Indian 
Hockey 
FederatKKi 
(IHF), sponsors 
are mere triHe. 
In 1988. it was 
the Wills national 
championship at 
Lucknow and Delhi In 
1 989, it became the 
Burton nationals at 
Delhi and Gwalior Tins 
year, it was the Lifebuoy 

nationals on grass at 
Jammu ThelHF 
changes sponsors like a 
fashionable model, 
discarding yesterday's 
apparel. 

Why can't the IHF 
maintain a good liason 
with their sponsoi’.s^ The 
answer is obvious The 
IHF are seemingly 
Linserious about the 
conduct ol the nationals 
Just about a decade ago, 
the nationals were the 
ultimate ho(.rkey 
tournament of the 
country. The 
championship lasted at 
least two weeks. 

hi 1 990, 50 nicitchos of 
the nationals wei e 
played in just seven 
days 37 league matc^hes 
were played m a mere 
three days, at three 
different venues. 

Balwinder Singh of 
Railways belna foiled by 
Indian Airlines Keeper AB 
Subbiah in the final 
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Unseasonal rain, led to 
matches on two days 
being postponed and the 
schedule on the first day 
was also curtailed. This 
led to a crisis, as 
Doordarshan’s 
ultimatum for the 
telecast of the final had 
to be complied with. 

The organisers were 
in a dilemma. Harrass 
the players and make 
them play at times two 
matches a day or 
postpone the final and 
forget about live 


TtielHFasufuri 
are reticent 
about revealing 
details about 
sponsorship. It 
is believed tiiat 
Lifebuoy gave Rs 
12-lSlaim9as 
part of their deal 
withtlM 
federation 


coverage. Which one 
was it going to be? The 
choice was clear. If 
money was to be 
obtained from the 
sponsors, live telecast 
was essential. Hence the 
hectic schedule. The 
Association of Indian 
Hockey Players (AIHP) 
grumbled abcmt the 
exacting scneauie. 
Office-bearers Sujit 
Kumar and Hardeep 
Singh (Ilaryana) talked 
about issuing an 
ultimatum. But the 


hockey players union 
lacks guts. They have no 
Gavaskar or Kapil Dev 
or even Arun Lai to take 
on the establishment. 
Railways, Orissa, U.P., 
Goa, Patiala. Madhya 
Bharat all played two 
matches a day without a 
murmur of protest. 

Organising secretary 
Avtar Singn and 
assistant Ravinderpal 
Singh deserve kudos for 
crisis management. 
When their venues were 
waterlogged, they 












arranged for two new 
venues, the BSF 
grounds and the 
Gandhinagar Ashram 
complex Jammu hosted 
the nationals for the 
first time and naturally 
were keen to make a 
good improasioii. 

The gaiuo would have 
got a boost if the IHF 
ensured that the 
nationals are conoucted 
properly There should 
be fewer niatehes per 
day If one centre cannot 
hold all mahJies, they 
can be held at different 
cities. 

At Jammu, the 
population of about 4 
iaklis and the migrants 
from Kashmir, saw 
Lifebuoy hoardings and 
posters at every nook 
and corner. It looked 
more like an ad. 
campaign for Ufebuoy 
than the hockey 
nationals. A true case of 
the tail wagging the 
dog. The IHF would do 
well to learn 






Pargat Singh intercepts ^ 7 

Services outside-left / 

vyay Ku|ur In the 
semi-finals 
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management and 
marketing techniques 
from private sector 
firms like Hindustan 
Lever. 

Avtar Singh stressed 
that the sponsorship 
deal was between 
Lifebuoy and IHF and he 
knew little about the 
financial implications. 
The IHF as usual are 
reticent about revealing 
details about 
sponsorship. It is 
believed that Lifebuoy 
gave Rs 12-15 lakhs as 
part of their deal with 
the fecleratlon. 

The Jammu and 
Kashmir Hockey 
Association had good 
resources. They had the 


Umpire Puran Singh 
warns Puniab’s Paroeep 
Singh (No. 5) while the 
others look on 













The Last Of A Rare Breed? 


A refraedidng sight at the Jammu Natioxials 
was the adulation that hockey stars 
teoeivad from an appreciative public. Pargat 
Singh, Jagldr Singh and R.P. Singh got the 
adulation and applause normally reserved for 
cricket stars. 

Ihe most popular player in Jammu was 

ixndoubtedly Parget Every time he 

moved up with the ball, a tumultous roar 
reverberated around the Maulana Azad 
stadium. Pargat missed the league phase, as 
he was on duty for the Asia XI, at the 
Inter-Ckintinental Cup at Kuala Lumpur. 

Success at the Malaysian capital added to 
Pargat’8 pcqnilarity. When he first played in 
the quarter-finals vs UP, schoolboys from 
Jammu thronged the stadium chanting, 
‘Targat, Pargat.” He was cheered everytime he 
touched the ball. After the final he was 
beseiged by autograph himters and later had 
to be rescued by the organisers. 

Pleasantly surprised at such admiration, 
Pargat admitted, ‘‘Winning the 
Intsr-Conitnental Cup as captain of Asia had 
added to my stature. People called me world 
champion. ” Echoing Tony Grieg’s famous 
remark, Pargat also said; ‘‘Everybody likes to 

be treated m a hero, ao I am happy that an a 


hockey player I have got such applause.” 

R.P. Singh was the second most popular 
Idairer. The angry young man of Indian 
hockey, R.P. endeared himself to the fkna with 
his dash and commitment. Critkal of staging 
the Nationals on grass, R.P. candidly said: 
“The Nationals was atamasha.” However the 

crowds grasped at n.r.’sdasH in penalty 

comers. It was always abreathtaMng sight. 
Such was bis dash, that in all six matches, 
none of the Railways opponents could take a 
proper strike at goal off penalty corners. 

Using speed to foil penalty corners 
become R.P. Singh’s forte. He said, "Sinoe'the 
BMW tournament in June nobody has scored a 
penalty corner against my team. In the BMW 
tournament, I foiled experts like Bovelwder 
and in the Asian Games I did not let any 
Pakistani or Malaysian or Korean aim 
properly at goal. In the Nationals, I did the 
same for Railways.” The weapon of speed has 
added to RP*s repertoire. He is now in the 
mould of Pakistan’s legendary 
ex-right-winger Islauhuddin, who foiled ten 
penalty corner attempts by India’s Mukhbain 
Singh in the 1972 Munich Olympics by sheer 
speed off the mark. 




The jubilant Railways 
playera with the 
Rangaewamy Cup - the 
symbol of hockey 
supremacy 

support of the State 
government. The 
Director of Youth 
Welfare and Sports, Mr. 
Nasir Ahmed Khan, 
revealed that they had 
paid Rs 1.85 lakhs to 
the organisers. The IHF 
terms for participants is 
not extraordinary. 
Playijrs are paid Rs. 50 
per head per day and 
g‘iven first class train 
fare. So with the money 
collected, staging a slick 
nationals should not be^ 
difficult. But does the 
IHF have the will to do 
the same? That is the 
question. 


T he Jammu 

nationals did not 
reveal any 

extraordinary talent. 








But there were many 
new umpires on display. 
With eight veteran 
umpires suspended, it 
was as international 
A.S. Bawa said, "a great 
opportunity for younger 
umpires.” At the Jatnmu 
nationals, there were no 
international grade 
umpires, Kuku Walia, 
T.S. Bhullar, R.S. Sodhi 
and Salinder Walia are 
all suspended. Some 
were suspended for very 
petty reasons. Kuku 
Walia, who supervised 
the 1987-89 finals, for a 
dispute about television 
commentary and 
Bhullar for organising a 
kx^al tournament at 
Jalandhar. In both 
cases, it was not 
connected with 
supervision and the IHF 
could have resolved the 
case if they were serious 
about the proper cond¬ 
ucting of the nationals. 

Instead of blending 
new umpires with senior 
umpires, the IHF opted 
entirely for the new 
brigade. Hence decisions 
were often inconsistent 
and erratic. In the tense 
Indian Airlines vs 
Punjab semi-final, 
umpire Puran Singh, a 
former Western Railway 
player, was lax about 
abusive language. 
Punjab's burly full back 
Ravinder Singh uttered 
reviling abuse as he 
questioned the umpire s 
decision The abuse 
could be heard in the 
stands, but Puran 
merely verbally 

ert iif.ioiiotl tUo playGi* 

instead of showing him 
the green or yellow card. 
For similar incidents. 
Bombay's 
skipjx'r-cum-coach 
ex-Olympian Joaquim 
Carvalho and current 
international John 
Fernandez were shown 
yellow cards in the 
opening minutes of their 


Tight 

Mcurltysttheltaulana 
Azad stadium. 











W INTER in 
Calcutta, 

close enoufiph. 

to heaven to 

earth. An 

^xaggerration? Not, if 
you were at the Dakshin 
Kalikata (DKS) last 
week. 

Soft sunehine. cool 
breeze, hot coffee, 
tennis. 

Absolutely delicious. 
And everyone was 
happy. Well almost. 


like in the final, when he 
dropped the first set to 

Piperno. must Ifiam tKB.t 

it is better to be efficient 
than theatrical—read 
that as dominating the 
match from the 
beginning/ather than 
being forced into 
situations of pressure. 
Yet^Jetlag or not, the kid 
wins and so there’s little 
to complain about. His 
baseline patience was 
indicating of a new 




but showed fine courage 
to come back and 

thmttle her B-S. 3-6. B-3 

Reddy was flat, with too 
many errors, and totally 
destroyed by the 
effrontery of 
Krishnamurthy’s 
repeated drop shots. 

Pretty thrilled also 
was Sandeep Kirtane, on 
his admirable progress 
to the semi-finals. For 
one so slight, he 
generates impressive 


became too hot to handle 
for K.G. Ramesh and 
Gaurav Natekar^ But 
Kirtane lost some ne!rv6 
against the net-rushink 
Paes, trying to do to 
much with his returns, 
littering the court with 
so many needless 
\mforc6d exrors that it 
resembled a mini 
garbage dump. An 
interesting te^nt, but at 
17 he must move fast. 

Enrico Pipemo 






Leander Paes was. 

You know that firesh 
faced kid with the 
Satanic volleys. Came 
back victorious flxim 
Australia on Sunday, 
played three matches on 
Monday, and did his 
UBuai 

anatching-victory-from- 
the-Jawe-of-defeat act. 
Or to put in better 
perspective, ‘Chuby’ 
Narendrapath, his 
opponent, did a 
anatohing-defeat-from- 
the-jawBK>f-viotory act. 

Chubby had Leander 
down 6^3,4-2 and let 
him go. Paes eventually 
won 3-6,6-4,6-1 1 but 



maturity, and one 
scorching back hand 
down-the-line pass that 
left the smell of cordite 
behind had us 
wondering what he eats 
for lunch. 0^lnpowder? 

Janaki 

Knsnnamxirthy was 
happy too. 
Chubby-dieeked and 
bouncy, she has a 
charmingly relaxed 
style of play which 
makes you wonder 
whether even on court 
she’s lost in the Mills & 
Boon romances that she 
reads. Shehad 
Aradhnana Reddy by 
the throat, let her go, 


The winter 
good'Cheer 
nosedived when 
Zeeshan Ali 
forfeited his semi 
final against 
Enrico Piperno 


paoe with hie whippy 
groundatroksB. And 
when he combined that 
withaoalm 
self-assurance, he 


sported a wry rnnile 
too—he played some fine 
tennis, his best for some 
time, to take the first set 
from Paes in the final, 
but on court at least the 
student dictates the 
moves. If Pipemo has 
the guile of a fox, his 
ward has the Instincte of 
a hunter—their battles 
therefore are a 
refreshing blend of 
intelleot and muscdie. 

The winter good-cheer 
nose dived, but only . 
momentarily, whan 
Zeeehaa Ali, forfaited 
his semi finid against 
Pipemo citing a 
rechirring Infury. The 














TOURNAMENT REPORT 
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Leander Paes 
won. You know, 
that fresh faced 
kid with the 
Satanic volleys 


Masters was All’s return 
tooompetltlve play after 
weeks of li\jury, and all 
looked well as he 
stroked fluently to 
victory in his first two 
matches. Then his back 
went, in the places 
rendering all 
ezpecations of a duel 
with Paes—who is 
better, is the question 
that remains 
unanswered for all. 

If there was a further 
dampner in the broader 
perspective, it was the 
■ absence of a bright new 
shinging 
talent—nothing to 
invigorate the senses. 
Saurav Panja, now at 
Nandan Bal’s academy ] 
at Pune, who won the 
junior round-robin 
event, is touted as the 
next potential 
champion. Hopefully, he 
will not get bogged 
down in the marshes of 
satisfied mediocrity that 
befalls most Indian 
sportsmoi. 

DKS deserve muoK 

creditfor a slicdi; and 
tastefully organised 
tournament, as does 
Sarda Plywc^ foi* their 
continued financial 
inputs. This year in fact, 
hy offering Rs se.ooo to 
the men’s oh^mpion, it 
hecams the country's 
highest prise money 
tournsansnt. 











MAILBAG 


Time For Change 

T hough it was heartening to 
see Azhar winning his first 
Test as a captain by a convincing 
margin, Kapil coming back to 
form, and Vcnkalpathy Raju 
proving himself to be a good 
i spinner, it was shocking to see the 

attitude of the crowd towards Ravi 

Shaslri. It was very unsupportive 
on the part of the crowd there to 
j chant ‘Hai Hai Shastri* every time 
i sonitjthing happened on the field. 
They seem to have forgotten that 
he is back in the team on the basis 
of his superlative performances in 
domestic cricket and in England. 

! His authoritative 88 in the Ist 
innings against Lanka was a treat 
to watch. He is a cricketer who has 
proved that grit and perseverence 
pays. 

RAJIB MISHA, 

Sambalpur. 

tongratala ttonsl ■■■■■■■ 

I T was a proud and thrilling 

^ moment for us Indians when 
Kapil Dev claimed his 376th 
wicket to cross Ian Botham’s 
record. Now only the record of 
Richard Hadlee remains before he 
becomes the best. Kapil has got 
back his wicket-capturing ability, 
and this has got his confidence 
back. He can now go all out to 
prove his critics wrong. 

SRINIVAS NYAPATHY, 
Rajahmundry. 

ADreamCmneTmeMiiimMm 

N ew ZEALAND’S annihilation 
in the series against the 
Pakistanis confirmed what Imran 
Khan had said about the Kiwis 
before the series. Even though 

Wew Zealand's monog^er had 
demanded disciplinary action 
against the Khan, in the end it 
was fruitless because Imran had 
the last laugii. 

However Imran Khan’s 
prejudice at considering his 
opponents matchless before the 
series did not fit a man of his 
stature. 

S. HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh. 

64 .. 


AU The Best 


C ONGRATULATIONS to Azhar 
and his men for giving us our 
first Test victory after 14 Tests. 
The convincing margin by which 
we won has once again given us 
faith in the Indian team. Kapil Dev 
also reached a personal landmark 
when he become the 2nd highest 
wicket-taker in the world. Hope 
his dreams of becoming the 

highest wiukel-tokej' in the wui ld 

also come true soon. All the best to 
Kapil Dev and to the Indian team 
for the forthcoming tournaments. 
SUBRAT SAMAL, 

Burls., 

V OICES in the issue dated 28th 
Nov-4th Dec revealed 
Gavaskar's care for his former 
colleague Kapil Dev when he said 
that Kapil had not got his due 
Kapil’s involvement in the game is 
an object lesson to youngesters. 
There is no doubt that Kapil came, 
saw and conquered the cricketing 
world with his belligerent 
approach. His recent achievement 

of equalling Botham's record is a 


shot in the arm for the seniormost 
Indian cricketer 
C.K. SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras. 


Out With It 

I N the modern woi ld 
where war is ‘impasse’ and peace 
is ‘avant garde’ somehow the 
brutal sport of boxing cannot be 

oherieh«^ by genuin© 

sportslovers. While we advocate 
less violence on the field in soccer, 
hockey and other sports, how can 
we let a man (so called boxer or 
pugilist) brutally attacking 
another man, be called a sport? 
While amateur boxing is 
somewhat moderate in brutality, 
professional boxing is not. If 
boxing can be supported then 
maybe we should also bring back 
the ancient Roman sport of man 
fighting animals in a coliseum. 
Boxing, with its adverse effect on 
boxers and watchers, should be 
banned as it no way fits in the 
world where culture, civilization 
and sophistication are in vogue. 
S.SURESH, 

MtuJurtu 













Former 
internoHonol 
Shobbir Ali 


went to 
Stuttgart 

(Germony) for 

o course ond 
come bock 
home with a 
Trainer's 
Licence 


I had the rare 
opportunity of 
attending a 
siX'week course 
for Ck>aches in Training 
at a sports-schule 
(sports school) at Ruit 
(near Stuttgart) 
Conducted by the 
Deutshen Fussball Bund 
(DPB), the programme 
culminated after an 
examination, each 
successful candidate 
being awarded a Trainer 
Licence by the DFB. And 
of course I was thrilled 
to be a recipient of the 
licence. 

But before obtaining 
the licence I had to 
undertake a two-day 
course on first-aid and 
the rules of the game. If 
all goes fine, the 
referees’ association will 
certify that lam 
conversant with the 

Rule Book. In fact., it 

wai^ while getting the 
Trainer Licence that I 
understood why 
Germany is such a force 
in world soccer. 

Ifow is the course 
conducted? Throughout 
tbedtQT we are given 
theoritical and practice 
lessons and then shown 
videos. Eiveryfiung 
bSh^done 

proftBrionallyandinall 


Learning From 
The Germans / 




seriousness. The 
coaches had also 
arranged for me to 
witness the training 
sessions and matches of 
the Stuttgart 
Bundesliga team (one 
name in the team was a 
familiar one: G. 
Buchwald, a member of 
the World Cup winning 
German team and 
Basualdo, a member of 
the Argentine team who 
had played along with 
Maradona in midfieJd). 


developing talent. That 
is, all the teams must 
have their own 
age<grroup (which also 
participates in the 
age-group league) ox 
6-8,8-10,10-12,12-14. 
14-16 and 16-18 years. 
This system helps in 
overall growth. It is 
cumpulsory to have 
these age-group teams 
and those who shirk ai*e 
often fined by the 
association. 

But one good thing 



Weekends didn't go to 
waste either. In the 
company of referee 
Abser Sattar, I had the 
pleasure of seeing 

leagpjje mfitiches of 

di^erent divisions in 
and around Heilbronn 
and Stuttgart. What was 
unique was that oven 
teams in remote places 
have a sports hall, 
football hall, restaurant, 
gym. 

The whole football 
system in Qerxhany is 
structured in a xnanner 
where all teams ^ 
responsible for 


The author with Sammer 
(left), who played for the 
DDR 22 times, and 
Buchwald, one of the 
atalwarta of the West 
German team that won 
the World Cup 1990 

about this system—and 
the reason for its 
success—is that all the 
teams have sponsors. 
With all players above 
18 years of age able to 
play in the Bundesliga, 1 
had the opportunity to 
watch some Bundesliga 
matches. Bundespokal 
(Bundes Cup) and youth 
matches, lliestandard 


at each level was 
unbelievably high, with 
Fairplay encouraged 
right from the 
beginning. 

The Bundesliga also 
attracts players from 
Africa and other 
continents. As a result 
of this exposure, 

Africa’s soccer standard 
has gone up. FIFA, just 
the other day, even 
agreeing to a third team 
for future World Cup 
finals. Even teams from 
the Gulf regions go 
through camps in 
Germany. I sincerely 
believe this kind of 
continuous 

international exposure 
especially to nations 
having a very high 
standard, can help in 
improving the standard 
of weaker nations. 

Referees meet once a 
' month. An instructor 
(expert) from the 
Association takes the 
class by explaining in 
detail the proceedings ! 

on video and slides. I 

There being three | 

centres in Wurttemberg, j 

Absar Sattar and I had 
the pleasure of 
attending one such 
class. 

In Germany, each 
team has to register a 
referee (not ixx age 
group). If they don’t ! 

they are fined. The 
referee of one 
dtetrict/province 
officiateB match of 
another 

distriot/province. The 
posting of the referee is 
done 15-20 days in 
advance, while in the 
Bundesliga it is just 2-3 
days before the matches. 

Ifeel we can take afew 
tips too. • 










CALCUTTA 


Inter-State Squash 


J AHANGIR PANDOLE did the 
star turn for Maharashtra in the 
final of the inter-state squash 
championship which concluded at 
the Ccdoutta Rackets Club 
recently. After old warhorse Haj 
Manchanda and Sandeep Singh 
gave Services a two-nil lead. 
Pandole checked the slide with a 
resounding 9-5, 9-7. 9-2 victory 
over Rajdeep Brar in the third 
match. 

It was then left, to national 
champion Adrian Ezra and former 
national title holder Meherwan 
Daru wala to beat Arjan Singh and 
Ravinder Malik, respectively, and 
win the championship for 
Maharashtra. 

The Pandole versus Brar match 
turned out to be the main 
attraction of the final. The 
Rackets Club reverberated to the 
defeaning roai* of the motley 
audience who had turned up to 
witness the final day’s 
proceedings. 

Every good point in the 
Brar-Pandole tie was lustily 
cheered. Pandole won the fii*st 
game in 18 minutes, and ran up a 


The Maharashtra team were the 
Inter-State Squash champlona 

good 6-1 lead in the second before 
Brar pulled up his socks to draw 
level at 7-7. But the Bombay lad 
produced two splendid winners to 
wrap up the game. The third game 
was just a cakewalk for Pandole, 
the 9-2 scoreline being enough 
evidence 

Earlier on, Sandeep Singh drew 
first blood for Services needing 
just over half an hour to send a 
rash-stroking Rishad Pandole 
crashing to a 5-9, 0-9 and 6-9 
defeat. 

It was former champion 
Manchanda’s turn next to outwit 
Darius Surti of Maharashtra. The 
ageing Services player was all 
grace as he disguised the drops 
well and the lobs simply had Surti 
out of place. For Manchanda, it 
was victory in 33 minutes 

But coTnirig to olasaic squash, it 

was undoubtedly the Adrian Ezra 
and Arjan Singh tie that delighted 
with some fine strokes. Adrian 
needed just six minutes to wrap 
up the first game 9-1. But the 
national champion lost his 
concentration in the second and 
Arjan fought back with a 10-8 
win. 

But Adrian would have nothing 
of that as he took the next two 
games at 9-3 and 9-5. 


It was pretty easy for Daruwala 
against Malik. The gangling 
Daruwala despatched Malik 
9-2, 9-5, 9-3 in about 28 minutes, 
to give Maharashtra the Sam 
Ma.iiecki9liaw Trophy. 

A Correspondent 

Eastern India 
Equestrian 


M an and beast worked tandem 
at the Classic Eastern India 
equestrian championship which 
was held at the Tolly gunge Club 
course lecently. 

The championships, which 
bring together some of the 
country’s best riders as well as the 
novices, threw up some sparkling 
performances and some nailbiting 
finishes. 

The Open jumping was one of 
the closest events On the final day. 
Jibraj Singh on Top Flite had to go 
for a jump-off to snatch the title 
away from West Bengal Police’s 
Joginder Singh on Battleaxe in 
the event. 

A.S. Orewal won the best 
performer rider’s award astride 
Starling. 








TRIVANDRUM 


National Junior 
Handball 


ffllHERE was mixed luck for 
JL Kerala in the 13th edition of the 
National Junior Handball 

Championship In the final, 

played at the Jimmy George 
Indoor Stadium»the Kerala girls 
dethroned Punjab wliile the boys 
team went down fighting tr. 
Jammu-Kashmir. 

Last year’s runnei - up 
Jammu-Kashmir had to 
hard for victory (18-13) in the 
boy’s final against Kerala. They 
led 7“6 at the break, but soon the 
hosts levelled the score and went 
on to lead 11*9. At this stage, the 
game was interrupted for 16 
minutes due to a power failure. 
When the game re-started, 
Jammu-Kashmir was altogether a 


different side scoring goals at 
will. 

Dheeraj Nagpal (6 goals) and 
Suvinder Dagra excelled for the 
champions. Kerala’s A. Banerjee 
netted 4 goals. 

Earlier in the boys semi-finals, 
the eventual champions overcame 
stiff opposition from Punjab, 
19-17. while Kerala upset holders 
Andhra Pradesh 24-22 Cl0-10 
HT) 

Kerala, who were clearly the 
^perior side, outscored holders 
F\injab 17-14 to claim the girls 
crown. The winners were leading 
10-6 at half time. In the second 
session, Punjab fought back and 
reduced the margin to 13-14, but 
were unable to keep up the tempo. 
Kerala’s Usha Nandini (8 goals) 
and aptain Sheeba Mathew were 
in excellent form. For Punjab, 
Gurpeet Kaur scored 7 goals 

The Kerala girls team were the 
winners of the {unlor handball 
national championships 


In the girls semi-final, Kerala 
sneaked past Manipur 12-11 (8-4 
HT) while Punjab defeated 
Maharashtra 15-10. 

About 600 players representing 
various States and Union 
Territories took part in the 
championship which lasted a 
week. K. Pankajakshan, State 
I.iabour Minister distributed the 
prizes. 


Anataly Karpov Chess 


N r ANILKUMAR of Thrisoor 
retained his title in the XIV All 
Kerala Anatoly Chess tournament 
held at the House of Soviet 
Culture. 

In the eighth and final round, 
N.H Anilkumax defeated state 
junior champion Jyothilal of 
Trivandrum. But he was tied with 
former state champion Abdul 
Majeed (Calicut) and O.T. 
Anilkumar (Calicut) at 6 Vy pts. On 
better progressive score, N.R. 



67 













N.R. Anil Kumar: winner of the 
Karpov chess tournament 

Anilk-umar cmorg'ed the 

champion. All of them shared the 
cash prize equally. 

District Collector Nalini Netto 
gave away the prizes. 

SajMv Kumar T.K. 



Kalzad Patel was the winner In the Open Qlaee motorcycle event 
organised by Sportscraft. In the car's event, Pradeep Nair was the 

winner. 


Agam VasanI, the Individual 
champion in the state aquatics 
championships, receiving the 
award from Mr Vijaya Raghavan, 
President, Karnataka Swimming 
Association 









MANGALORE 


State Aquatics 


T he Karnataka state level junior 
and sub-junior aquatic 
championships was held at the 
Corporation Swimming pool in 
Mangalore recently. As many as 
three hundred swimmers in five 
group categories participated in 
over 90 events conducted by 
Mangalore Aquatic Club under 
the auspices of the Karnatalca 
Swimming Association. 

V.T. Anasuya of Aqua Marine 
Swimming Club. Bangalore and 
A^gam Vasani of Mangalore 

Aquatic Olub emerged individual 

champions in Group I with a tally 
of 84 and 77 points and a gold 
medal tally of 12 and 11 
respectively. 

Basavanagudi Aquatic Club 
with a tally of 683 points were 
overall champions followed by 
Aqua Marine Club with 655 
points. 

—Ir ll ■ B Wtmtrm in 
















«N»irriiiMkiLOP 


BYNASH&ZULLO 


At eXEMPME, A 6REAr fOR CARUVStE 

kMPMi 6 £M 00 U, RAMONE OF TVE £*»CAV<\ESr F*S& 
RCOTES FCXarB^tl. Az-^^c: 

||ffi£twS2^®mAUBTV®j»£M|P 
SI .MTvve 04P Z»^ vMete 

&>£.< TCOrc> HIM FOR A SD-I^'RP STRNVCt. 



QUARIERBIVCX KENMY STISBVS< MAP SOME 6RQe!r 

/wowa^retOPfizi-DRy purw^g? mvs mfu career. 

BUT TME *SVW«&" NMOOLP UKS TO R3R&ET OXE 
NDT-SO-6U3R'OUS MOMEkST HE. WAP VAiHEN W6 
Pl^^VEPTOR'rMeUNXVlERSlTy'OF ALABAAAA. IW 
A V96S 6AfAE AfiAlWfeTTEMWESSEE, TWet^LUTTH 
QB *VI> SCRAW8l.EC> \Nro FIEL-P 6CAW g AN6€ W ITH 
OUSTSECOWPS TO eo A»viP TWE SCORE.tO^CnTOAT 
7-7 W.W«OlVslfc VE WAP tJO TVAB^T^ UBPT 

TWt BAU. CUT OF aOUNCS 
^ TWE V®fr FVAV TO STCPTHE C\JOC.<— BUT >T 
VAiSRXJRTHDCX)JW' TWEaAAAE.&JCEP^M ATIE. 


THE FUNNY SIDE OF QOLF 


fE'petWNti'. 

I^AU- '?MAU. ta? Wlrt^n-f 

If n' tJTP-> ■'t‘f f*-' a ha'Mev 


StCnONI 'ptFiNmONS CXirOF BOuNPS: 

WUtN CtlT Of fvxinrs 16 PEPINEP K-v ft WNt CN 'fHf 
ftKXlNP, THE PNt I 16 EI.P 16 . OUT' Of BOUNPS 

















When The Going 
Gets Tough.... 

U iM|H£W, the 
L^year just 

whizzed past. 
mm and 1 did 


pn?ciou8 little, "Did you 
tell yourself this on the 
last day of the year? Well 
you are not the only one, 
that’s for sure. The 


masons for your saying 
this are the facts that 
your bank balance does 
not have a substantial 
amount on the credit 
side and in office you are 
still hanging on to the 
same rung that you’ve 

hung on for the psuai 

couple of years. To top it 
all you’ve done nothing 
outstanding to catch the 
eye of j^our boss (and a 
promotion). 


A resolution you make 
for the coming year is 
that you are going to 
slog it out and show the 
woi'ld what you’re really 
capable of. 



Okay fellas, here’s to 
your promotion and 
may all your financial 
dreams come true. Hey, 
but just a minute. Have 
you thought of the 
stress factors that you 
are going to encounter? 
Have you thought of the 
increasing pressure at 
work and home that 
you've got to deal with? 

Given below are some 
tips and some 'practical’ 
stress solution. 

1, BlOWttOVt: During 
periods of big-time 
stress, try breathing 


through your nose and 
comfortably expanding 
first your abdomen and 
then your rib-cage. At 
the same time tell 
yourself to relax . 
Breathe out again 
through your nose. It 11 
take only a few seconds 
to feel the difference. 

2 iMsaiiThueMvsciGs: 

Got three minutes? 
Okay, let’s get down to 
it. a) Sit and close your 
eyes, b) Inhale and hold 
youi* breath for about 6 
seconds while tensing as 
many muscles as you 







can. c) Exhale with a 
‘whoosh* and just let 
your body go limp. Then 
breathe rythmically for 
half a minute, d) Repeat 
twice. 

3. LlHRh It Oil: It's always 
better to laugh at life 
and it*s intricacies 
Research has shown 
that laughing prompts 
the brain to release 
endorphines, the body's 
natural pain relievers. 

4. Haadiiig For The Loo? You 

have read about the 
tranquil ising effects of a 
hot bath, but you've 
never had the time. This 
time do it, ‘cos hot watei* 
baths are the oldest 
known tranquihsers. 
Spend 15 minutes in the 
tub, or under the 
shower, sing your 
favourite song and then 
given yourself a real 
good scrubbing At the 
end of it you‘11 bo 
glowing with life once 
again. 

5 Doo’t Reach Out For The 
Drink: immediately after 
you return home, don’t 
head for the liquoi* 
cabinet. Try a glass of 
chilled fruit j u ice 
instead. Follow it up 
with 10 minutes of 
absolute quiet with your 
eyes closed and let your 
mind go blank. Explain 
to those you live with . 
that you need this time 
to acclimatise yourself, 
and then you would 
re-enter the world to 
deal with those leaking 
pipes, shooting prices 
and of course those 
oveardue bills. 

6. WllkllOII; Once in a 
day take a brisk walk for 
about ten minutes. You 
cannot feel more better. 
You feel yo\ir energy 
flowing back and you’ll 
be surprised to find that 
you have left your 


worries at some tuiTi of 
the road, 

7 Talk It Out: Not with 
your boss but with 
yourself. It’s not a sign 

that yaw are orazy, but 

could prevent you from 
ending up that way. A 
private dialogue with 
your ego is a helpful 
way to calm thoS€J 
nerves. At the end of it, 
you might stumble upon 
the solution that has 
eluded you for so long. 

8. HuMFerTIwDirin: 

Regular exercise is 


probably the single most 
efficient way to throw 
off tension. The more 
stressed you are the 
more mellow you will 
feel after your exercise. 

9 DoriAwMHM.'Ifyou 

think that your son's 
spilling his aoit drink 
on the car seat is a major 
disaster, picture 
yourself in Kuwait 
during the war. And 
strike off phrases like . 
‘Oh, what a disaster* 
from your vocabulary. 
You’ve got to live with 
the mess anyway, so 


might as well start 
wiping it off. 

10 . DoDuleWooflleTolliB 

miislc: Music helps you 
loosen those taut nerves 
that you feel would snap 
any moment. Tap to 
your favourite numbers 
and cool your heels. 

So folks when you 
work your way up the 
corporate ladder, these 
time proven remedies 
could prevent you from 
turning into a zombie. 

Remember, when the 
going gets tough, the 
tough get going. 




Beginning^ this week, we will carry golf lessons by the No. 1 golfer in 

the world, Nick Faldo 









CrOLF IS AGAHE IN WHICH CERTAIN 
FUNDAMENTALS HAVE TO &E 
OBSERVEi) IF anyone IS TO 
BECOME A GOOD PLAYER. 







. .. HAVING A50L10 
«?|R5ET’UPAND 
SWING RIGHT FROM 
THE START WILL 
PAV DIVIDENDS 
IN THE LONG - 

run. 



Golf isatough enough gwie without handicapping 

YOURSELF DT USING FAULTYOR INAPPROPRIATE 
EQUIPMENT. 

HAVE THE LOFTS AND UES ON YOURCLUeS CHECXEDTO 

eURC THeY SUIT YOUK PACTICULAR OUILU.ANU 
ALWAYS KEEP YOUR GROOVES CLEAN. 


WRONG 





SUCH SIMPLE-PRECAinriCNS WJL' 
SAVE SHOTS BEFORE YOL' EV'EN 
STARE 


Posture is the most neolected area 

OF THE SETUP. FROM AN UPRiGHT START 
D£N'J TOUK KNttS UNTIL, LLJOMN& 
POWN, YOUR KN EF. CAPS ARE OVER THE 
BALLS or YOUR FEET. 


i Then bend from 

; YOURWAIST 

I <.tCK(IMU FHcSM-^LL 

I OF YOUR BACK 
I STRAIGHT. THAT IS 
i ACOOD POSITION 
1 FROM WHICH TO 
: START A SWING. 

























QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who captained Australia in the 
first ever one-day international 
cricket match at Melbourne in 
January 1971? 

2. Who was the first player to exceed 
2500 runs in one-day 
internationals without scoring a 
century? 

3. Everton Weekes scored centuries 
in five consecutive Test matches 
and narrowly missed the sixth. For 
how many runs was he out in that 
match? 

4 What does the abbreviation 
“A.C.B.L." stand for? 

ANSWERS 

1. Bill Lawry. 

2. Sunil Gavaskar. 

3. He was run out for 90 in the sixth. 

4. American Contract Bridge League 


CHj^ 

Another old favourite this week. 
Steinitz the first world champion 
had a very difficult style. He 

p^sionately believed in the veUue 

ofdefence. Often he would take 
hot pawns and painfully defend 
himself just to prove his 
principles. 

He was also a magnificent 
attacking player when he let his 
heart rule his head. First 
nicknamed the “Austrian 
Morphy" because of his fluid easy 
attacks he mainly used his tactical 
ability to frustrate the opposition. 
His best effort came at the end of a 
career and lifetime dedicated to 
preaching that the king did not 
demand undivided attention. 

White; Steinitz Vs BJaick Von 
Bardeleben Hastings 1895.1 e4 e5 2 
Nf3 Nc6 3 Bc4 Bc5 4 c3 NfB 5 114 ed4 6 Cd4 
Bb4+ 7 Nc3 45? The Molier Attack in 
the Italian Game, black should 
go?“Nxe4 with a unclear mess. 

8 ed5 N xd5 9 0 0 Be610 BgS Be711B xd5 
Bxd512Nxd5Qxd5l3Bx67Nxe714R6l 
ffl 15 Qq 2 Qd716 Racl. White has 
gained a clear initiative by forcing 
the black king to stay in the 
centre. He could continue) with 16 
Qe4 and trebling on the king file. 
Now 16-Kf7 sliould eqalise. 

]6-e617 d6! odS 18 Nd4 Rf719 Ne6 RlieS. 
The white knight is like a bone 

74 . ... 


IQUIZ/CHESS/ 


stuck in black’s throat. Black tries 
to ease the pressure by exploiting 
the bank rank motif. 


20Qg4B821NB5+ KeS (see Diagram) 
the combination that follows is 
dictated by the compelling need 
each player has to capture with 
check. 

22 Rxe7+I! Kf8. White now has a 
forced win. His task would be 
easier if black threw in the towel 


with 22-Qxe7 allowing 23 
RxeS-f-. Also 22-Kxe7 23 Rel + 
Kd6 24 Qb44 Kc7 (24-Rc5 
26Re6+ wins) 25 Ne6+ Kb8 20 
Qf4+ Rc7 27NXC7QXC7 28Re8 


met is not very difficult by 
comparison. 

23R^+&g824R^+lKli8. 
Obviously 24-Kf8 25 Nh7+ loses 
the queen with check. 25 Rli741^8 
26 KhS. Here black resigned and 

Steinitz demonstrated the mate to 
the stunned spectators. 

2701144 Kxq728Qh74 Kffi29Qli84 
Ke730Q^4 KeS31Qg84 Ke732af74 
Kd833(U84 Qe834Nf74 Kd735ad6.a 
very long forcing sequence, that 
white would have to see on hie 


20th move. 


Devangthu Dutta 



BRIDGE 


wno IS tne nest player in tne 
world today? This would bring 
forth at least ten different names 
from the top hundred journalists. 
However, they would be 
unanimous that the most 
promising, if that word can be 
used for him any longer, player is 
Britain’s Andy Robson, who is in 
his mid-twenties. After winning 
the world junior title a couple of 
years ago. he struck up a 


paj*tnerahip with Tony Forrestor, 
Winning two prestigious 
international Pairs events, the 
Sunday Times and the Staten 
Bank, earlier this year in 


star-studded fields. On this hand 
from the Staten Bank event he had 


to cross swords with Brazil’s 
Gabriel Chagas and Marcelo 
Branco who won the World Open 
Pairs at Geneva later in the year:- 


NORTtKaummy) 

« A 10 6 2 

c;? - 

O KB 4 3 
4A98 7 3 

WEST EAST 

aKQJ974 

P0875 

OAQJ10 96? 05 

4^01042 

SOUTH 

♦ 53 

^AK964 32 
0 7 

♦ KB5 


WEST 

Chaoat 

40 

Pass 


NORTH 

Forresior 

Pass 

Pass 


EAST 

Branoo 

Pass 

Pass 


SOUTH 

Robaon 


Robson, South, won the opening 
spade lead, crossed to hand in 
clubs and played three rounds of 

trumpo, wiruling* the third round, 
Chagas, West, cashed his other 
trump winner and was at the 
cross-roads. Having no black card 
left, he could see that he had to 
develop a diamond winner for 
dummy but the problem was that 
if he cashed the diamond ace 
before playing back another, he 
would be rectifying the count for a 
squeeze on his poor partner in the 
black suits when declarer runs his 
trumps. So. Chagas made the 
brilliant return of the diamond 
queen without cashing the ace! 
This gave away his diamond 
winner but seemingly gfives his 
partner two tricks in the black 
suite for no squeeze works as the 
count had not been rectified. But 
reasoning along tne same lines as 
Chagas, Robson, on winning the 
diamond king, found an equally 

brill ant counter.he 

immediately ducked a diamond to 
West, ditching a club from hand, 
thereby rectifying the count. 
Ruffing the next diamond, he 
simply ran his trumps to catch 
East in the black suit squeeze after 







KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND J 


RRhIB week we are 
^ I "breakiiiflr away 

I ftoxn the regular 
■■ instructional 
mode to profile a very 
talented youngster. 
Saibal 

Chatterjee—^Bappa to his 
friends—earned the rare 
honour of becoming 
India's only Junior 
Black Belt in 
Kyokushinkaikan 
Karate early this year. 

Barely 13 when he 
made the grade* Saibal 
has been devoted to the 
sport ever since he was 
six. And now. when 
compared to full-fledged 
black belts (senior)* 
lAcka oxil^ tKe power and 

fighting instinct. His 
technique and the 
application of 
combinations is almost 


on par. Since students 
are only allowed to start 
kumite (sparring) after 
the age of 15. the power 
can be developed later 
while the fighting 
instincts will come 
automatically with 
experience. 

Watch out for this 
youngster! 


The 3fd All India Full 
Contact Karale 
Tournament for the Oyama 
Cup ertll be held on 1^1/91 
at the Ni^ Indoor 
Stadium. Calcutta: With 
tm catagorfee—balowai 
andopen-"being 
coniaated. 14 States nave 
already confirmed tfielr 
partictpaUon. with more 

expooled to confirm. Alao 

•xpactod an the Grand 
Maator of Kyolcushinkail^ 
taval^Mas Oyama and the 
Jimm team wMoh wH 
parfomi dafflanadaUona. 


' ' s 








. ^ 









Considering his tender age, Saibal only usee his 
heel for breaking techniques 









Diligent training is Saibal's forte 




Saibal (right) can match even senior black belts on technique 

















T7:TTTiffm-ITrT 


" •'jj 


ME. 


It’s fast. It’s good lookif^. rii 

expensive car. Lantborg^li^ 
supercar—the Diablo—is the bbitT 

the road rlghtawii^Sl^s 


























W HAT 18 made of 
a futuristic 
fibre 80% 
lighter than 
steel, does 105 kmidi in 
first gear itself, and cost 
Rs 90,00,000 (approx)? No 
guesses? Okay, here are 
some more hints. It 
cradles a supercharged 

V19 which blasts tha 

Standing quarter-mile in 
a mere 12 seconds, locdts 


like something out at 
Star Trek ajoAia 
advanced enough to 
make the glitey 
Cknmtachp^of 
motoring history. Still 
notakers? 









..The 
V12 le quite diabolical 


Thisbeuity 

slm^ 

elBckfmne 

e-mimh 

in lust 4.1 

mmts. 

Amlym 

Ueutem 

Imetotook 



Okay, here's the 
answer. Meet the latest 
masterpiece to roll out of 
Lamboi^hini’s 
factory, .^the Diablo. 
Easily the costliest car 
in the world, it’s also the 
fastest street legal 
machine around. No 
fancy frills. Just 
gutbusting muscle, 
wrapped around aframe 
that's streamlined 
enough to make your 
pulse race. 

Ansrthing thpt’s good 
enough to replace the 
Countach has gotta be 
good. No, damn good. 
And the Diablo certainly 
delivers. Although 160 
kgs heavier at the kerb 
t^mthe 1490 kg 
Countac^—^that’s in 
spite of a body moulded 
from Autoclave, a 
futuristic composite of 
carbon fibre and 
fibreglass that’s 80% 
lighter than steel and 
40% lighter than 


aluminium-4t still 
looks as lean. As 
menacing. 

And the increase in 
weight is all for your 
benefit. Lamborghini’s 
marketing team felt 
anyone who drove this 
supercar could also do 
with power windows, 
automatio 

air-oanditioning and a 
state-of-the-art Alpine 
music system that 
warrants 12 kg woofers! 
As if the deep-throated 
rumble of that V12 isn’t 
music enough to the 
ears. 

If life inside the 
cockpit has become more 
comfortable, things are 
fairly hopping under the 

With a powerhouse of a 
V12 kicking the Diablo to 
speeds well over 300 
kmph, this Is the only 
way most people are 
goli^ to see this mean 
machine 


. hoo^. ?o««r*e',up. 362 * 
kW«t 70CX) rpm, as 
compared to 1^ 
Gounta(di’»330.8(fa 
torque. S60 Nm at 
rpm as oampaxed toi^ 
Ckjuntach’s 610. Small 
wonder, ooneidearing the 
V 12 ’b diaplBcing 5,7 
litresnow. 

Lamhorghini's even iMit 
in their own eeqhential . 
multi-point dtootraolD' 
ignition in place of 
Beach K-Jetronio unit 
that worked the 
Countach. 

The net result is a 
powerhouse that 
delivers such a vast 
spread of torque that 
you can spend less time 
wrestling your way 
through the five-speed 
gearbra. And more time 
admiring whatever 
fleeting view the narrow 
front affords. But that 
doesn't mean sacrificing 
performance. Dare to 
inhabit th« radline of 









7600 rpm and youll hit 
105 kmph in first itself. 
158 in second. 214 in 
third. 272 in fourth. 
Anda 

as-close-to-Fl'as-youll- 

g6t325intop. 

Are you drooling by 
now? Wait, there’s more. 
This beauty stops the 
tilock the 0-100 km 
. in just 4.1 seocaide. And 
you dcm’t even have to 
kiokat the gearshift! As 
: lor.ihe standing 
!. Idlidiaetre, Ferrari 

; Fee 1lri£^^the track at 

21 eeocmda Dialdo 
'Oiequixed 0.3asoonds 

.Iv'fess! . 

f . C^.3^<»nuMthi8 
''.’darfbr pottering amhid 
- town too. The V12 purrs 
'along quite contentedly' 
1500 in fifth, 

;!,i^!Wiking%ai)rrtty • 
jj^^vilieed^^^ve. fiut posh. 


MMmi 


Slngle-moukled 
soft-leather seats and an 
adjustable steering make 
for a pretty comfortable 
ride 

hot ride. As the tacho 
climbs over the 6000 
rpm line, the civilised 
purr changes into a 
deep-throated rumble 
that finally becbmee a 
guttural growl as the 
brutal power of this 
high-performance 
engine transf^ to the 
Pirelli types. 

Now for tbs 
all-important question. 
HOW does one stop uus 
brute? It’s all very well 
to tempt liftoff, but how 
about a safe decking? 
Lamborghini’s 
enginema chrtainly 
didn’t 8pare.any expense 
when they pht in a set of 
heavy-duty discs, . 
equifqMKfto bring over 
1700kg of hurling 
madblde fo a dead stop 
firom iq»ed8 overdOO 


^thetaeho 

ellmlisofer 

theSOOOnmi 

line, the 

cMllseh 

pmehaiwBs 

lima 

deep- 

dnmled 

nimiattat 

mallr 

heeemesa 

nuttunl 

mm 


kmph. But you’d do w^l 
to let thmn warm up 
before you try any 
high-speed 
pyrotechnics. 


LiMIKlfBItini flaw 

ratalMd thalr futurisftc 
SGtoeor-door design ttwt 
personified the Countadi 

All in all, a pretty 
nifty package. Fast. 

Safe. Andgi^lookin’. . 
So what if all you get is 
about 3.5 km to the litre.' 
If you’re rich enough to 
buy tl^ car, minor 
deteils like consuiaption 
don't hassle you. 









FITNESSSI 


Year-End Blues 


O H no, it’s that time 
of the year when 
we wake up after 
one drink too 
many.. one morning- Uxd 
often! Yup, this year-end 
season's murder on the 
bodies. All that 
partying. All that 
entertaining All that 
high-cal food. All that 
booze AU those late, late 
nights. 

Are we speaking your 
language? If we are. 
then slowly—very 
surreptitiously—^sneak 
a peek at your turn. 

Tliei e’B a little more 
than there was last 
month, right? No. it’s 
not the shirt's that 
shrunk. It's your 
waistline that's 
extended. 

And now is the time to 
do something about it. 
Before it goes out of 
control. 

Ready? Then, hit’s get 
Started. F^nd that old 
pair of sneakers, pull on 
a pair of sweats or 
shorts and hit the road. 


You’ve got to get in some 
intense cardiovascular 
work if you’re going to 
burn off all that fat. 

Start off slowly, doing 
a light stretching 
workout to get the 
muscles warmed up 
Then, once you've got 
the old ticker pumping, 
start jogging. If you 
aren't too keen on 
subjecting your knees to 
the pcmnding of a jog, 
walk. But power walk. 
Don’t just amble along 
as though you’re on a 
sightseeing stroll. Get 
me striae opened out. 
swing the arms 
vigorously, and 
concentrate on exerting 
yourself ^ you walk. 

Not the outdoor type, 
are you? No problem 
Grab the skipping rope, 
switch on some beaty 
music, and get started. 


-'v^>. i i. 
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Keep jumping rope till 
you’ve worked up a 
sweat. Don’t give up if 
you’re short of 
breath—you’re bound to 
be. considering all the 
damage you’ve been 
doing to your body over 
the last month. But 
han^ in there, and you’ll 
soon find yourself 
keeping it up for longer. 

Of course, the best 
thing to do is sign on for 
an aerobics class. With 
all the jumping, 
twisting, turning and 
stretching thrown in, 
it’s the best way to bum 
fat. 

Of course, in addition 
to the cardiovascular 
work, you’ll also have to 
throw in some hard-core 
abdominal work. Like 
sit-ups, side-bends, 
trunk twists.. what have 
you. We’ve discussed all 
these exercis(;& so many 

times in this oolumn, 

that there’s no need to 
go into them in detail 


again now. Just make 
sure you do enough to 
remind the abdominal 
muscles of the shape 
they were in. 

Once you’ve got 
yourself back into some 
acceptable shape, well 
start working on the 
body in earnest. 9 






O NE Moaday after¬ 
noon, a fifteen-year- 
old tennis player drop¬ 
ped into the office. He 
looked worried and aA- 
xioiis. He said, 'Sir, how 
can you publish a pic¬ 
ture of Syed Fazaluddin? 
I have beaten him so 
many times and yet my 
picture has never been 
published?' 

I was me only one in the 
office then and by an* 
amazing coincidence, I 
had worked on those 
pages, (Sportsworld, 
31st October, Page 75). 
The background was 
like this: there was a ten¬ 
nis camp conducted in 
New Delhi and a report 
had come in. There were 
no pictures with the re¬ 
port. So I had gone to 
our Photo Library and 
checked up the file on 
young Tndian tennis 
players*. There was only 
one picture available and 
that was of Fazaluddin. 
The report on the camp 
mentioned that r’azaiud- 
din ‘exhibited good 
skills.’ 

Hence, his picture was 
used, little realising 
how much of consterna¬ 
tion and envy this would 
create among his peers. 

Tennis is a sport that 
is attracting a lot of 
youngsters in India. But 
it is their deep aware¬ 
ness of publicity and the 
media that is a little 
shocking. If you over¬ 
hear some of their con¬ 
versations, as 1 have 
done, in the Calcutta 
Gymkhana, you cannot, 
but be amazed. 

‘You know, I hope to 
get a sponsorship from 
Bata.' 

‘You have to be good at 
Public Relations these 
days' 

‘Are you getting your 
kit sponsored?’ 

‘Guess what! 1 man¬ 
aged to persuade the 
Sunday Maii. A 
^ me is appear¬ 




ing next week.’ 

‘Accha, tell me, how 

can I gat a fiponaorshlp 

from Dunlop?* 

The remarkable thing 
about these statements 
is that they are spoken 
by players who are 14 or 
15 years of age. At such 
an early age, they are 
keenly aware of the ad¬ 
ult world and the pur- 
sviit of the game is done 
not merely in the search 
of excellence but more 
for fame and money. 

Tennis is an expensive 
sport these days; there is 
no doubt about it. You 
need money to pay for 
the balls, the court, the 
coaches, the travel etc. 

But most of them have 
not yet won any age- 
level tpurnaments. And 
yet. before reaching a 
certain level they are 
busy canvassing for 
financial support, for I 
publicity, for money and | 


that seems a wrong atti¬ 
tude. 

Months later, when 

they came to know that 1 
work for a sports maga¬ 
zine, they were around 
me like a swarm of bees. 
They said, ‘Sir, please do 
a profile of me?* and ‘Sir, 
you must write some¬ 
thing about me.* 

Whereas before, they 
did not know that 1 ex¬ 
isted, now it was full of 
‘Sir’s* and smiles and 
waves. Amazing! 

Goading these 
youngsters on are pa¬ 
rents who appear at 
courtside every day. 
What a strange sight it 
is in India to sec parents 

encouraging children in 
a sporting activity. After 
all, for so long, sport has 
been discourag^ as a 
worthless pursuit... 

At Calcutta's South 
Club in the evenings. 


Mark Ferreira (left) and Zeeshan All 
Inapired the modern generation of Indian 

tennis players 




you can see Nayeemud- 
din, former Internation¬ 
al, sitting on a wooden 
bench and watching his 
son Fazaluddin. There is 
a harsh look on his face 
and now and then a 
flash of anger when his 
son plays a poor shot. 
One wondered whether 
it was only excellence 
that the father was after. 

At the Calcutta Gym¬ 
khana, ,a ' father 
approaches a coach and 
says, ‘How can my son 
improve his game?* 

And the coach gives a 
surprising answer: ‘Lis¬ 
ten, take it easy. Your 
son is playing well. But 
please let him enjoy his 
childhood.* 

The son in question 
was eight years of age. 
You can see these 
fathers keenly watching 
their son’s game and 
you know it is sheer 
greed that is motivating 
them. It is no longer ex¬ 
cellence as an end in it¬ 
self but to make money 
out of excellence. Tennis 
is big money now and 
they all want their sons 
to be like Leander Paes. 

Meanwhile, the boy 
who had come to the 
office had a despairing 
look about him. l|e had 
been accompanied by his 
father, a short, middle- 
aged man. I explained to 
the son the background 
of how Fazaluddin’s pic¬ 
ture was published. He 
looked relieved. He 
smiled a little and then 
he asked with anxiety. 
‘But if I do well, will a 

picturf* nf mine he puh^ 

lished?' He was assured 
that if he won any event, 
his picture would be 
published. He got up, 
smiled, shook my hand 
and walked off, his 
father in tow... 

Innocence, one real¬ 
ised. was rapidly become 
ing an out-dated concept 
these days. 
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SUPERANNUATION SCHEME 



How to prevent 
key employees 
from leaving you... 

Lie’s Group Superannuation 
Scheme - for increased 
employee loyalty and morale, 
and tax savings. 

Lie’s Group Superannuation Scheme 
provides an added incentive for 
employees to continue in their current 
organi.^ation. It guarantees regular 
post-retirement income, based on number 
of years in service and last salary drawn 
or contribution made. 

• Contributions (inclusive of PFL arc 
tax-deductible up to 25% of salary. 

• If implemented retrospectively, up to 
80% of contributions {with respect to past 

years of sen'jcc), arc allowed for tax 
deduction in the year of payment, 

• Interest accrues at 11.4% to 12% p.a., 
depending on the size of the 
fund. 

• For those who are members of LlC’s 
Group Gratuity Scheme, higher interest 

rates will be applicable for both schemes. 
The Superannuation scheme can also be 
linked to life insurance cover. 

• On retirement, a choice of 
pension-payment plans is available. 

For more information and advice atM)ut 
the scheme, send this coupon to your 
local Lie Divisional Office 


I’d (ike to know more about 

Lie's Group Superannuation Scheme. 

Please send me full details. 


Desionation; 
Organisation;. 
Address:_ 


PIN;. 




Cfit Jnauranee Cerporafion of Jndia 
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: ^ GREAT SOUND GREAT LOOKS 
GREAT POWER Ilia GREAT PERFORMANCE "T 
GREAT RECORDING .. 

Yes, why settle for a two-in-one, when 

YOU CAN GET A VIDEOCON ALL-IN-ONE? 

Sl-PhR W{K)hhK - SF 44 • Bass Boost selector * BO watts PMPO , 

* D band graphic equaliser * Rs.3B50^ 

< 48 . Detachable speakers . 60 watts PMPO . Hi-speed dubbing 

• 3 band graphic equaliser , Rs.3375'- 
f” 62 • Continuous play * 20 watts PMPO * Hi-speed dubbing 

. 3 hand graphic equaliser , Rs.2075/- Prices inclusive of ail taxes 




Hi-speed dubbing 
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'll Ui bam a giMt axptHwioi. 
Mayba I would havabam 
dapraaaad had tha laam not 
bam doino WON. But wa are 
art nnlng and that* a liaiit Jna in 
hli^ apirita. I’m not tha 
knpaUantaort” 

PRAVIN AMRE, seems content to 
be in the final 14 of the Indian 
crid<et team. He was included in 
the squad but never made It to the 
final tl. 
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Tim become ihafdaMystrehg !. 
eMh Bataae. (Maociaoh). Ha pu^ 
Into my head that I can beat 
ah^Mtihf H I’fh trtrong ifi fflliul, 
Held year, tlmpraaeofaisfoitig: 
tobammngioflNr, butlttrinkl 
cm^wndia It libaaffl Of 
becomthgfio. land tdon’t care 
how long It takas," 

. QORANINVANISEVIC, sets his 
sights tor the coming year. 
Tle’aptannkigmopmhiga . 

ehshi of .last food raatauranblt- V- 
..dfdyiroiatdalaifmafMbaimt .'; 
idaOldMi tt fm’h aenm tha pid^ 

on thac^fwelght 


s* [-1 -iitT:! b1 


TMitia dayiabvar. The tddi: 
•wihneW that. All ttiM) bake 
TyamfiRntando games la mtha 
boMMd Maimtybody^toy boa 


ffOF^MAM on Miks.Tyadn. 

;*1^ytm#fihlahedat|aej^ and 

tbajfaqnageadddhgJt .ihta^ 

Ip^aaayaW^fi^banl'tofat 

Wwll fCNipRi^ . 
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'' a iwa a h iM t > ' ” *da r'lw a ;^ 
'iilttia^Milqft'baad tobafniB ki 
tMb;lBiii^aBilMit1iedom 
. icwaw J ib w io4Wtf TB ea n.t a b i h '.. 

gatmBblio trouble* doingjl^ . 
anddMhdiiiak ButDougiiMaM 
ftihsoaay.iiay." 

TYSON on ■’Buetaf.DouglaaV 
Tm maiitaliy ibadyandf Heart 
haim any p|hyelealpir^MMna..f.. 
bOM m t/^te Play ai^fitoet.. 
pdeple tha'hMitj[aitii?HwiiiBa4 
dom.fha'oouitJ 'la^dlfeoiwiw 

'that 1 oin'adbceaiiBaalbiH^ite': 
;tiia'gnaw^ iNat.i'deedMiw' 
-bfBtabMMa.?.. •; 

' KJORN'fiK^l^ an hie- ‘ 


. p.-': 
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And you thought you 
woroatonnls 
fraok...check out this 
hoadgearatthe 
Australian Opant 




























'mim” Wowttaewloibe 

feugatim.Itw^ 

LouiMJte,i^in 

AmerioAWdaBp 

a^grtgated South mad 

the waBjagt 

t3Uowiiig::aied»s. 

•Wsb: I'm Caaatas 
CSay, TbP OSympki 
CSiampatm”. SUmoe. 

Jtd&'t matter. *7 
don’t (^xevrhoheiB. We 
don't «MrvejJoidg8!«FB’’, 
bellowed the owner. 

Howrelater, amotor 

s^rcIaemag -kt ti Ab l g 'ht 

later, theraihaold 
tbrmigh hie eweaier,he 
let tfte go/d medal drop 
into the murky watere of 
the Ohio tUver. Hia 
. Amwioan dream had 
gone aa cold as the 
night, and then, tbere, 




hie 'own obampkm ’.. 

He began with hie 
mouQi:jrm1die 
Greatest TbePrettieet. T 
oantbe whipped", 31^ 
jeered, tbky (heexedtbut 
ns «niw rtpit. Liston 
went do/s^eo did 
everypneelee. 

in iOdV 'OnoleSem' 
jnveJilioaboippoDent' 
he di^t want, Ihe Viet 

Oong. 'Satlisotno 

with Oimn"he 
aaidaad was banned. 

Tbneflew,be 
rstutnsd^ Hewasa 
JHaaiim,ablaek,a 

ot 




Manila. ', He shocked 
F'oreman in the Humble 
intheJunfcle\ that was 
Zaire. Spinks beat him, 
He beat Spinks. He was 
too old for Holmes and 
then too sick. 

But there was only one 
Ah There was only one 
Greatest 

And heiv [.stcxid 
Ou tsidc b is irxmi On 
the threshold of a 
fantusy^ fear swcfepins^ 
throuffb inr, awe 
burnuifr thnnig’h my 
brai n, ht) wfxi w respect. 

Whiit, what on earth, 
would I say to him. 
Muhammad Ah! 



All and hla wife, on their 
earlier trip to India 


Everything dissipated 
as soon as we walked in. 
For the simple reason 
that. Ali wasn’t there. We 
were in the room 
cxumpitjd by the 
ccxjrdinator of Ali’s trip 
to India Drinks were 
offered. Accepted. And 
then the small talk took 
over All the while I kept 
sneaking impatient 
glances at my watch. 
Where was Ali? When do 
we get to meet him*^ 

It took some time 
Patiently at first and 
then with rapt attention 
we listened to the man’s 
story about how he got 
to know Ali- Sent by the 
Bangladesh government 



Lean, mean, fighting 
machine..AII In fighting 
trim 

to convince Ali—who he 
didn't know from 
Adam—to star in a film 
about that country, he 
finally tracked the 
champ down at London’s 
Hilton Hotel. Walked in 
and asked to meet the 
man. And was promptly 
taken aside by one of 
All’s e?iituurage. 
“Wanna meet the 
champ/’ the guy 
drawled in his 
Yankee 

accent— “It’ll cost you 
5,000 dollars, man.” 
When our friend 
countered with an 
aggressive “Do you 
know who 1 am?”, the 
camp follower didn’t 
blink an eyelid. “Hey, 
man, I don’t know who 
you are, but I sure as 
hell know who All is’. 

Undaunted, our friend 
left to try another tactic. 
He bought a tracksuit 
and parked his car just 
outside the Hilton at 4 
a m. the next morning. 
After all, Ali was in 
training for his next 
title defence and was 
bound to do some dawn 
roadwork. His patience 
paid off when, at about 
five, Ali came through 
the big doors and broke 
into a jog. He hurriedly 
drove his car some 
distance ahead, got out 
and started jogging 
towards Ali. 

As their paths 
crossed, he called out 
“Muhammad”. Ali 
stopped, and turned. 

Our friend then said 
“When I call God, he 
listens; when I call on 
Muhammad Ali, he says 
5,000 dollars”. Ali was 
intrigued. On hearing 
the story, he invited Sie 
stranger to dinner. 

The friendship 
blossomed. Ali went to 
Bangladesh. Came to 
India. All with this man. 
And even this time, here 
to film part of a movie 
that will eventually be 
aired on international 
television, Ali is the 







guest of the same 
person. Finally, we rose. 
Walked down the hotel 
corridor. Stopped 
outside Room 324 and 
knocked. The fear, the 
humility was back. 

Ali was relaxing on 
his bed, reading the 
Koran presented to him 
that morning. He pulled 
on his bath-robe and led 
us to the livine-room of 
his suite. Shook . 
hands—yes, I touched 
the hand that knocked 
down Joe Frazier and 
George Foreman!—and 
sat down. 

We told him we were 
big fans of his and 
followed boxing very 
closely. Ali yawned, 
rubbed his eyes, peered 
at us almost 
disbelievingly and said 


“Johnson. You know knowledge. We passed. 
Jack Johnson?” Then, And then he 

after a pause, “He was demonstrated that 
one of tlie best”. It was a illness hasn't robbed 

subtle test of our boxing him of any of his mental 



A tired Ali yawns during 
our conversation-.but the 
charm was ever present 

faculties. In our effort to 
further impress him, we 
told him about a recent 
computer match-up of 
all-time great 
heavyweights that had 
him knocking out Jack 
Dempsey in the final. Ali 
blinked. Went through 
the entire yawn-rub his 
eyes-peer routine. And 
blew our brains with his 
i*ecall. “Yeah, but there 
was an earlier one where 
Marciano beat me in the 
final”, he told us. 

That wasn't all. He 
further went on to 
explain that “computers 
are only what you make 
them. It's the man 
behind the computer 







that matters The 
computer only does 
what man feeds into it’* 
Hence proving and 
admitting there was no 
absolute way of saying 
who would have won a 
Ali-Dempsey or a 
Ali-Marciano world 
heavyweight 
championship bout. 

At this stage, All’s 
friendthe 

coordinator—decided to 
impi*ess us with his 
familiarity with the 
champ Borrowing a line 
from the cigar-chewin’ 
Clint Eastwood, looking 
at Ali all the time he 
drawled “This room 
ain’t big enough for the 
two of us." And then 
went into an act of 
lunging toward Ali to 
take him on, but not 
before prudently 
making sure some of his 
associates were 
restraining him 

Ali obviously has seen 
this act before Leaning 
back in his chair, 
he- -ham that he always 
has been -he looks 
unperturbed. And. 
pursing his lips, blows 
in Ills pal’s direction! 

The famed sense of 
humour was still sharp. 

We frantically tried to 
steer the conversation 
back to boxing. 
Buttonholing Ali*s 
attention once again, we 
asked him if boxing was 
too dangerous. If the 
protective headgear 
worn by amateur boxers 
after his time really 
helps. 

The man, who is the 
eye of the storm that 
surrounds boxing’s 
safety as a sport, shook 
his head. “If you’re 
going to get hit. then 
you’re still going to get 
nit," he said, gently 
smacking his fist into 
his chin. Then he 
accepted that “what the 
headgear does do is 
protect you ftrom all the 
head butts”. 

Then came distraction 
again. A family had just 

The affection for children 
has always been there 
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All clowns in the privacy 
of his hotel room and Is 
literally mobbed outside 

(left) 

walked into the room, 
and with them were two 
little girls. Ali 
immediately tuned off 
the conversation. 

Turning toward the kids 
he motioned them over 
to him. But they were 
scared. Here was this 
huge black man clad in a 
white bath-robe.. .a total 
stranger at that. They 
didn’t go near him, The 
irony was amazing. 

Here was the greatest, a 
man mobbed at every 
step he takes, calling 
someone to sit on his 
lap. and being turned 
down. 

Eventually, the eider 
of the girls—barely five 
years old- - relented. 
Agreeing to her parents' 


coaxing, she bravely 
stepped forward to meet 
Ali. Those once 
devasting hands were as 
gentle as a butterfly as 
he cuddled her His 
effort to kiss her cheek 
however had her 
ixinning back to 
mummy again. 

While ali this wai?_ 
happening, 1 was 
reminded of something I 
. had read just that 
morning. Leafing 
through The Greatest 

in a laet-minut« ©fforl to 

familiarise myself more 
with the man, 1 read 
about one of the reasons 
why Ali was determined 
not to be drafted into the 
Army to fight in 
Vietnam. He was 
walking the short * 
distance from his hotel 
to the gym while 
preparing for the Earnie 












Terrell fight when he 
came across a bunch of 
KiUs attacking three or 
four others with sticks 
and stones. Wading into 
the mayhem. All got them 
to stop only when they 
recognised him, and on 
asking for an 
explanation, was told 
“We Americans, they 
Viet Cong.’^ 

Ali inunediately 
grabbed a little girl. 






arithmetic, and then he 

■juiitixiutdd “Aflui' teuL. 
that's Still seven 
million,..cash. Hell, for 
that kind of money, even 
m come ba(;k," 

Now, that’s a thought. 
But even more pertinent 
was the revelation that 
Ali, in spite of the 
affliction that has 
slowed him down 
physically, is still in 
sync with the times. 


Everyday matters like 
tastes still figure in his 
perception of 
prize-money. 

And then it was time 
for us to leave It had 
been a long* tiring day 
and Ali was exhausted. 
But he still gamely 
agreed to pose for a few 
photographs with us. 
Hauling his massive 
frame out of the 
armchair, ^li stood next 


A souvenir..,part of the 

eeeelon was reserved for 

autographs from The 
Greatest 

U) US. towering over us* 
but ever so gentle. And 
as the photographer 
adjusted his camera, Ali 
posed with his fists up in 
classic fighting stance. 
The lips curled back over 
his teeth in a habit 
acquired from years of 


boxing with a gum 
Bhicld. 

At tills Stage* one of 
my colleagues also 
decided to get in on the 
act. Striking a pose 
similar to All’s, he 
cheekily stuck his fist 
under the champ’s 
chin.Ali smiled, and 
ever^so-softly drawled 
“Be coor. And, even 
more softly added 
“Fool” • 



T he end rcaliy 

wasn't that pretty 
Puttinpr his iit;a.a 
on I^eonSpinks’ 
shoulder at oik* pi f 

and closing his he 
was so terribly 
Women wept i ly. 
gfrown men a ‘v er ei.: 
theij* fa<iosana jkv*; jv 
did 

There was \ * 

come In has Vep.i.. 

1980 he t Of I D ih .‘’.I 'I li. 

alont) 

outcljiswcl by h.t i'r- 
HoJme.s Timhk. ! 

IXiiidee relused t; ■ 
him g’o out!’>»*!;?■• 5 Jtb 
round. Ihinrh A ’/rou r 
cried aiid ^. i 
him h men 

loved hull, lx/h, in 
difforenl ways knew' the 
20-year-old Ah s1k)v^ 
was over Ah knew Uh> 
Ah made one 
enormous error, 
common amotiff th^' 
athletic bifod. He did 
not know when to quit 
Somewhere in the 
corner of tus apri \v I = * 
was a mis(ronceptic*?; 
that The ('Irttstesi • 
not lose Hcw ii.' w r ' . * 
Thx‘ou^^h his(!iO'l‘' 
days, Ali's mouth wj.s ,!i: 
fast as his jab, lin; wit. a&v 
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wunaerful as his 
fianemtY his 
fnamitu as saucy as his 
r I craft Phew, w'-hat a 
:tor, wliat 
‘"how uiaii. v/h,i,i, a 
r-access' The inter yeiu's 
were unkind: the wit 
renutined but spewed 



forth in unintelligible 
spurts. The jabs, the 
da-nccj, the weave were 
like slow motion replays 
of an early fight film. 
Yet here we find a 
measure of his 
greatness. 

P’or the public, the 

41960 

MOTHER CHECKS THE 
OLYMPIC GOLD 
MEDAL 


most recent, freshest 
memory was of Ali in 
decline. A parody of the 
boxer he was. For the 
young, it should have 
been worse—they hau no 
recollection of his good 
days to understand his 
greatness. Yet strange 
things happened. At 
heavyweight title fights 
in recent years Ali 



would be invited as a 
guest. Flanked by 
bodyguards he would 
slowly lumber down the 
aisle and the fellows in 
the cheap seats at the 
back would begin the 
chant, “AJi. Ali". As he 
neared the ring, the 
more expensive seats, 
the guests, the 
celebrities would join 
the chant. “AJi, Air. Ali 
would carefully clamber 
into the ring, and the 
announcer would say 
“the three time 
heavyweight... “ and 
would get no further. He 
was drowned out. There 
was only one sound, an 
explosion of noise: “Aii. 
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LEON SPINKS: THE 
BEGINNINSOFTHE 
END 
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times—when we met 
him, the room was a 
definition of chaos, 
People, noise, 
flashlights. Yet not a 
flicker of annoyance or 
discomfiture showed on 
his face. 

Religion has much to 
do with this—from the 
master of legalized 
violence, he has become 
a champion of peace. A 
spiritual man, 
committed to his faith. A 


% 
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the cumulative effects of 
I microscopic brain 
damage sustained in his 
career”. 

There is no known 
treatment for 
Parkinson’s Syndrome 
but there have been 
instances of brain 
surgery on young 
patients being 
successful In fact, in 
1987. a Mexican doctor 
Dr Ignacio Madrazd met 
Ali to oonvice him that 
he could perform such 
an operation. It entailed 
taking cells from the 
1 Jidnmal gland which 
piioduces dopamine 
(which 18 deficient in 
such patients) and 
putting them in the 
brain. 

W 


Ali refused. And of his 
illness would say many 
brave things. “It’s an 
infirmity that I 
acknowledge freely and 
accept peacefully and 
my goal is work well in 
spite of it”. And he has 
He is everywhere, once 
in Washington, then in 
Iraq, here in Calcutta. 
And he maintains a 
wonderful aignined 
patience at all 


1981 

THEUSTMeHT: 
BEmHCKWMSTHE 
DECISION » 
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hxunble man who said. 
“God gTRve me ibis 
physical impairment to 
remind me that I am not 
the Greatest. He is”. 

But was All really 
humble, was he really 
the Greatest? You never 
could really tell about 
the first because he was 
such a nip guy. A clown 
but a highly articulate 
and erudite one. He 
liked to get under 
people’s skins, saying 















things like “If you’re as 
great as 1 am it’s hard to 
be humble”. Insufferably 
arrogant, but you had to 
laugh when you read 
that because dammit, it 
was tiruc. Lake be 
himself commented 
once. “God made me, 
they say. the most 
recognisable man in the 
world”. Bingo, he was 
right again. And just 
imagine that—to be 
better known than 
anyone on th:.8 entire 
planet. 

Why? Because he was 
the Greatest. Even 


though Ali 
acknowledged that “1 
only paid lip service to 
being the Greatest, but 
Joe (Louis) actually 
was”, there is no 
argxurLexit here. Louis 

was exceptional but Ali 
was, well. ALI. Not just 
the greatest boxer but 
the greatest athlete. 

When people meet Ali 
now. they leave with 
Images of what his 
illness has done to him. 
Sadness. Not me. As he 
sat slumped in his chair 
in a towelled hotel 


bathrobe, the room spun 
for an instant and Ali 
had become younger, 
sitting in a silk robe, 
fists taped and from 
outside the door came 
ecboeo of a cbant: Ali 

bomaye. Ah kill. The 
room spun again and 
and he was talking 
softly and slowly in 
front of me. You still 
listened enraptured to 
him. The aiira had not 
vanished. He will always 
be The Greatest. Then 
and now. 

KohttBriJiMlh 










QUESTIONS 

1 * What is a 
‘falling leaf? 

2 * Who become 

the first 

ihillionaire in lawn 
tennis history? 

3 . Which 
English 

captain equalled 
the world record in 
the long jump and 
also won an F. A. 
Cup Finalist’s 
medal? 

4 * Who is the 
only batsman 
to have scored a 
Test century before 
Ixmch on his Test 
debut? 

5 . Whom did 
Bjorn Borg 
play against in his 
first match in 
Wimbledon? 

6 m What is 
Namgyal 
Wangdi better 
known as? 

7 * What is 
Bhupinder 
Singh Mohinder 
Singh Bahadur, the 
Maharajah of 
Patiala famous for? 

8 * When was the 
first running 
commentary for a 
cricket motch. 
broadcast? 

9 . What is 

special about 
Bob Hayes’ record 
win in the men’s 
100 metres at the 
Tokyo Olympics 
(1964)? 

-i m Where 
JL \J would you 
find these words; 


ABOVE IS: wan part of aur qalz taam. 

BETWrai 10 AND 13: Net too bad. 

BELOW 10: SportaworM raaOIno rocominoniied. 
Ml flotwoR toot In by tin contnbutor. 


‘Fear is negative. 
Desire is positive’. 

1 -4 • Name the 
JL English 
newspaper in 
which the famous 
'in memoriam’ 


announcement, 
marking the 
beginning of the 
Ashes was first 
published. 

H m What is the 
X ^ permissibl- 
e wind assistance 


in an athletics 
meet? 

H Q • Which 
JL great 

Olympian’s tribal 

name is ‘Avodele’? 

1 • Which 

X great 
world heavyweight 
champion fought a 
title fight barely 
two hours after his 
marriage? 

■1 Cr . 'The 1960 
X O Olympic 
marathon race is 
attnbuted with 
three firsts. What 
are they? 





1. A type of freekicK in football, In which Didi(Brazil) 
spedalised in. 

2. Rod Laver. 

3. C.B. Fry 

4. K.S. Ranjitsinhji, for England versus Australia in 
1806 

5. Premilt Lai. 

6. Tenzing Norgay. 

7. He donated the Ranji Trophy whan it was 
inaugurated for the first time in 1934-35. 

8.1927. In the Essex versus New Zealand match 
at Layton. 

9. It was the first time in Olympic history when the 
photo-finish timing device was accepted as the 
official source to verify performances. 

10. In Richard Hadlee's ‘motivation card', which he 
carries around in his bag, almost wherever he 
goes. 

11. Sporting Times- 

12.2 metres per second. 

13. oaiey Thompson. 

14. Joe Louis 

15. It was the first marathon (a) To be run at night, 

(b) To start and end outside the stadium, and 

(c) To be won by a black Africai'. 

IMS QUIZ IMS BEEN COMnUED Bf: 
SMMM SNSITBUEE. 

11. mMINK aWBULY SIREET, 

P.O. KSLIfilUT. 

GBLCinTA TOO 021 








PH0T06RAPH OF THE WEEK 



The Indian wicketkeeper. Kiran More, tries out a different view of life 
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ASIA CUP 



Saradindu 2 

Mukher)ee: The newcomer I 
would require a lot of aelf-belief 9 
and patience to tide over the 
uncertainties, the ups and 
downs that seem destirted to 
shadow him as a spinner till he 
hits big time glory. In 
Chandigarh, when he made his 
India debut they said he bowled 
well. And that’s all. No wickets. 
And Just when impatient critics 
had started talking about the 
futility of inducting him into the 
Indian team, Mukherjee 
improved further in Cuttack, 
took a wicket and gave away 
only 3 runs per over. 
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AtotUHimiMi Azlwrucidin: Evwi 
thmigh ttMra atifl remabts 
among critlea aoma dabata 
about tha Hydanbadra 
bancRing of tha Indian 
captaincy, thera could ba no 
taro o^nlona about hla 
axcallant and conalatant 
batting which cartalnly haa 
helped hla Image aa tha leading 
paraonallty of tha Indian team. 

Hla waIHudgad and yat 
blitzkrieg 40 at Cuttack waa one 
axampla.. 
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Navjyot SMhu: Going great gunal The no-holda barred betaman la now really 
thriving In his role as an Indian opensr. And the surest Indication of Ms 
current aggressive mood came In Chandigarh where against Bang! adeah, he 
blasted everything before him to get a scindllating century... 








ASIA CUPTHE SCORECARDS 


SmLANKA: 

C. SvrwnayskB b Wassan 27 

H. THakratnecRajub Waasan 26 

A. Quruainghe b Wassan 34 

Arvinda D’Silva c Mora b Saradindu 11 

A.RanatungacandbPrabhakar S3 

R. Mahanama run out 0 

S. Jayasuriya Ibw Kapil 23 

P. Ratnayoko b KapH 0 

C. Ramanayake b Kapil 0 

0. Anurasiri run (Hit 8 

J. Warnaveera not (Hit 0 

Extraa (b^, lb-19, w-4, nb-1) 32 

Total 214 

PaH of Wickata: 1 -51,2-62,3-86,4-159,5-162,6-190, 

7-191,8-191,9-210. 

BOWUNG:Kapil 9.2-1-48-3; Prabhakar 10-2-39-1;S. 
Mukharjea 10-0-30-1; Wassan 10-0-28-3; V. Raju 
10-0-42-0. 

INDIA; 

Ravi Shastri run out 4 

IM.S. Sidhu c R. Mahanama b D. Anursari 25 

S. Manjrekar run out 26 

Md. Azharuddin st. H. Tilekratne b S.. Jayasunya 40 
S. Tendulkar Ibw A. Ranatunga 4 

Kapil Oev b R. Ratnayeke 32 

M. Prabhakar c A. D'Sllva b Warnaveera 4 

K. More D A. nanaiunga 27 

V. Raju run (Hit 0 

Atui Wassan b Ratnayeke 1 

Saradindu Mukherjee not out 2 

Extras (lb-6, w-2, nb-5) 13 

Total 178 

Fall of wickets: 1-24,2-37,3-81.4-95.5-111,6-123, 

7- 165,8-166.9-173. 

BOWLING;R. Ratnayeke 6.5-1-24-3; C. Ramanayeke 

5-0-12-0; D. Anurasiri 10-0-44-1; A. Ranatunga 
10-0-36-1; S. Jayasuriya 6-0-22-1; J. Warnaveera 

8- 0-34-1. 

Ranatunga receiving the Man of the 
Series trophy 






CapMn AzhanNMBn:The eta ot. 
Azharudcfln IwiaeonMtb stay 

(Final) 

SRI LANKA: 

Charith Senanayake run out 25 

Hashan Tilakeratne c More b Wassan 15 

Asanka Gurusinhe run out 39 

Aravinda de Silva c and b Mukherjee 26 

Arjuna Ranatunga run out 49 

Hosnan Mananama c More b Kaptt s 

Sanath Jayasurya a Manjrekar b Kapil 10 

Rumesh Ratnayeke Ibw b Kapil 0 

Graeme Labrooy o Prabhakar b Ka^Mi 10 

Champaka Ramanayake not oiA 9 

Jayananda Warmaweeia not out 0 

Extra (b1,lb13,w7) 21 

Total (for nine wkts in 45 overs) 204 

Fall of wickets: 1-48,2-50,3-93.4-151,5-176. 

6- 177.7-182,8-182, 

9-202. 

Bowling; Kapil 9-0-31-4; Prabhakar 9-1-36-9; 
Mukherjee 9-0-39-1; 

Wassan 7-0-35-1; Raju 8-0-34-0; Shastri 3-0-15-0. 

INDIA: 

Ravi Shastri c Tilakeratne b Labrooy 6 
Nayjot Sidhu c emd b Ranatunga 15 
Sanjay Manjrekar not out 79 
Sachin Tendulkar Ibw b Ratnayake S3 
MohammwJ Azharuddin not oirt 54 
Extras (Ibl.wl) 2 

Total (for three wMs in 42.1 overs) 205 
FaH of wickets: 1-14,2-30,3-121. 

Bowling: Lalrooy 8.1-1 -29-1; Ramanayake . 

7- 2-32-0; Ratnayake . ' 

8- 0-34-1; Ranatunga 2-0-12-f; WathvweSra 
6-0-41-O.'Qurgslnhe 

6-0-26-0; Jayasuria 5-0-304). 


Bangladesh vs SH Lanka: Sri Lmka 249 for 
4ln4$ovafe 

Bangtadtah: ITS lor 9 in 45 overt 







T hough Mohammad 

Azharuddin’s captaincy for 
India has never becm a 
subject of bitter 
controversy. thej-e have been 
occasional rumblings of 
discontent whenevei' India has 
failed to impress 

But. perhaps, now it seems that 
the era of Azharudrljn has come to 
i^tay And sliouid. because, in all 
fairness to the man and his 
cricketing abilities, and esp>ecially 
las attitude, this is one man who 
leads from the front - by example, 
lie is (jffec'tive in his quiet 
j effjeinnt.y, he is unobtruswe and 
1 yet l easuiKibly assertive in | 

imposing his authority And 
] above all his batting’ as well as 
I field!ng has rejmained rt^rnarkably 
! iinafteetcd by the burden of 
ciec’isioii making. Unlike many of 
his lormcr a.nd present 
colleagues 

Nodunbt, that's a remarkable 
ac:hiev(*m(mt And perhaps, 
nowhere else did it come in 

fihctrpf^i than the 

j list concluded Asia Cup where 
Azliarnddin excelled and—as a 
result India did too. 

The biggest plus point for the 
‘young’ llyderabadi. who still does 
not rehsh t)eingcalled a man, (he 
prefers boy’) is that his 
batti ng after a long, disquieting 
spell ol nidiffei-ence" is now back 
on its tinginal t riw^k of glory The 
confidonco has r’eturned, the 
i splendour jilunesagain And 
together ttiey have contributed 
richly in eiihaiuang liis image and 
personality as skipper. 

Perhaps. India requirod such a 
thing to hapjxm for its cricketing 
futuni. winch at one time looked 

jt^jpurdiwod tor iIk cupitiirioy 


Yos, crisis it indeed was that 
shiny afternoon in Eden Gai'dens 
too. Sn Lcuikci was really doing 
well, palpably capitalising on the 
ntjw-found confidence generated 
by the convincing CutUmk vic^tory 
Both captains had gone out in 
the middle, shivering in tlie cold 
morning n^t. anticipating 
tixmble K(^hey toth knew the 
toss of the com would be crucial. 
For the notoriety of the 


Suprakash Ghoshal reviews the tournament 
memorable for the stellar roles played by the 
Indian skipper Mohammad Azharuddin and his 
Sri Lankan counterpart Arjuna Ranatung^. 
Azharuddin emerged the Man of the Final, while 
Ilanatuu§^a ivas elected the Man uf the 
Tournament... 










Azharuddin: 
Skipper’s innings ^ 







treacherous nature of the Eden 


with the moisture of the dew, can 


Gardens on a winter morning was j have only trouble in its womb. 


no local gossip. It is well-known 
that the cold morning haze that 
settles down on the wicket, along 


The ball swings so 
unpredictably, the pacers can 
liave a field day; the slightly moist 
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wicket can make the epinners 
viciously vindictive. 

So, when Azharuddin won the 
toss, the knowledgeable thought 
half the battle was won. India still 


have in its ranks the great Kapil 
Dev, who for all the criticism 
levelled against him for his lack of 
wickets, is still a lurking danger 
for any aspiring side. And he did 


prove so eventually. 

Then there were the spinners, 
the newcomers Vankatapati Eaju 
and the quick rising Saradindu 
Mukherjee, whose successes on 

^ r ; • ; ■ ; • 





JlKpemaaeiit 

ssnsaUott 

SacMn 

Temiulkar 

m^asaantira 

aitituaa sanas 

aut 

uamlstakabla 
signals a! 
aaflanea la aag 

klttaafkasum 

that ha fyeas. lU 
IdanBamans, 
ha was tta Hist 
to gise a hiBt at 
tha shaga of 
things In tha 
ailing.... 


tho domestic front has already 
caused great expectations. And of 
course there was the 
unpredictable wicket with its own 
diabolical gameplan. No wonder 
the pundits thought half the battle 
was won 

But Sri Lanka had other plans. 
As the early Sri Lankan batsmen 
began to settle down. and hit out 
on occasions, the runrate looked 

Q.X1 impressive -t per wex a little 


too early to believe. 

But all the same it was 
happening. Newcomer Wasson 
began to be punished, often 
humiliated through lofty sixers, 
as it began to look possible that Sri 
Lanka would race towards a 
tough challenging total. 

At this juncture Azharuddin’s 
decision to bring in Kapil Dev for 
his second spell (bis first spell 

beinp: moderately effective) 
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Sachin Tendulkar; going great 
guns 
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sparkled with genius. 

Kapil struck with great venom, 
ripping through the entire 
Lankaxi middle order, to settle for 
a hattnck and one wicket more. 
Azharuddin got his reward. 

Now the Sri Lankans struggled 
to coast towards the essential 200 
mark. 

Though the skipper totally 
owed the aborted Sri Lankan 
innings to his great maestro Kapil 


Dev, his mastery that eventually 
gave India the Asia Cup, was now 
about to come. The early impact 
that the Sri Imkans managed, 
domineering over the Indian 
bowlers in their innings till Kapil 
Dev came, was now transformed 
into their bowling effort, which 
kept the Indians stagnated for 
disquietingly long, as the 
pi’ospect of a victory began to fade 
like a mirage 







But that was only till 
Azharuddin came. He put paid to 
the aggressi ve Lankan hopes, 
taking the sting off their ever 
tightening bowling, as on the 
other end his young partner 
Sachin Tendulkar got electrified 
by the fireworks of his skipper. 

This was Azharuddin's hour. 
Even before the Indian team came 
to the final the skipper had been 
doing a great job, both as a 
performer as well as a 
decision-maker Now he was 
adding the final touches. 

Azharuddin drove, pulled 
swiped, hooked and ran brilliantly 
between the wickets along with 
partners Tendulkai* and 
Manjrekar, and quickly turned 
the tables on the hopeful Lankans, » 
whose bowling was by then 
reduced to pulp. 

This indeed was a captain’s I 
innings. 

And there could be htllo doubt 
that the impetus provided by the 
skipper was infecting the young 
ones in the Indian camp. San,jay 
Manjrekar, rather subdued after 
the initial hesita tion of the Indian 

batemen, «oon Ibutid himeolf 

going greiat guns, scoring briskly 
and in the end making a rich haul 
of 75 off 97 balls 

That’s exactly what mpiration 
docs to a talented, skilful 
performer. 

It was only befitti ug t he 
occasion that Azharuddin 
emerged the Man of the Final. In a 
series marked by the stellar mies 
played by the Indian and Sri 
Lankan captains, this was 
undoubtedly a happy ending Just 
as was the case with Arjuna 
Ranatunga, the Sn Lankan 
captain, who asked foi' no quarter, 
and gave none And indeed 
excelled m all the departments 
where he acts. 

A great competitor, Ranatunga 
provided great excitement to the 
tournament both in his individual 
capaci ty as an all-rounder as well i 
as a teaam man who provided 
great leadersh i p to a talented 
side—once again by example. 

Leadin g fi*om the front. 

That promising morning at the 
Garden Ranatunga could not hide 
his frustrations, when being run 
out he had to give up a superlative 





Manirekar (foreground) and 
Azharuddin walk back to the 
pavilion victorious 

innings at a time when the Sn 
Laakaiis were crinsing* at a 
smooth fo\ir nms per over 
Kaiiatuiiga knew that the rhythm 
that was stroek hacl to txf 
maintained to drive home the 
advantage gained early 
Kanatunga launched his 
onslaught right from the first ball 
of his innings, making his 
intentions clear, while the Indian 
bowling, especially Atul Wasson 
continued to lack in thrust and 
penetration. 

Atul Wasson, sadly, had to 
suffer the humiliation of 
conceding almost all the sixes that 
the Sri Lankans could achieve. 



Although he managed to achieve 
what looked like an early 
breakthrough taking the wicket 
cf Tillekeratnc, Wasson wavered 
time and again in his length and 
direction at a time when, 
considering Kapil Dev's lax^k of 
form, he was supposed to bear the 
brunt of the bowling. 

And how magnificently Kapil 
showed his true clement, 
silencing tlie mounting uriUuism 
that he had been facing about his 
lack of success. There has often 
been talk even about his ouster 
from the Indian team; even if it 
meant denying him the 
opportunity to overcome Hadlee in 
Test cricket. 

Those shafts of condemnation 
had pained him so deeply that 
Kapil recently asked in an 


exclusive interview to 
Sportsworld, “Have 1 become such 
a burden to my country, that 
everyone now asks me to retire?” 

The sadness, the hurt and 
perhaps the frustration that rang 
in his voice that quiet afternoon in 
Pune is difficult to forget. Maybe, 
the pain was slowly germinating 
rare energy in him, preparing 
him for this spectacular 
explosion. Majibc. the pain will now 

be assuaged, and the vitriol 
silenced for some time to come 
But coming back to the 
w onderful combination that the 
old and the new in the Indian team 
struck up, the progress of Sai^jay 
Manjrekar towards further 
maturity has been one of the more 
positive aspects of the Indian 
experience. His innings of the 75 





made one forget the indifferent 
performances that he had been 
putting up in the last matches, 
and definitely showed how 
inspiration works 

In the Eden Gardens. San.iay 
Manjrekar owed his delectable 
knock as much to himself as his 
celebrated partner—captain 
fantastic himself. 

' And of course, the permanent 

acxisation Sachin Tendulkar 

whose entire attitude sends out 
unmistakable signals of defiance 
to any kind of hostility tliat he 
faces. At Eden Gardens, he was 
the first to give a hint of the shape 
of things in the offing. Probably, 
the unreasonable subjugation at 
Cuttack—which indeed looks like 
an aberration—was at the back of 
his mind, and Sachin reacted 


The Indian team rejoice after 
Kapil’s hattrick 

instantly as he reached the crease. 

He greeted the Sri Lankan 
bowling with a sharp square cut 
that travelled like a bullet and 
injured Roshan Mahaiiania who 
bad to leave the ground. 

Tliat was the first spai'k. and 

tlier-eaftcr Tendulkar sought to 

accelerate the run rate through 
quick and clever singles and twos, 
teaming up with Sanjay 
Manjrekar, in whom he got an 
excellent partner. 

This v/as exactly what looked 
like happening in Cuttack too 
when Indian complacency, for no 
reason at all, brought about the 
shock defeat. But there Sachin 


nese^attsol 
etmlemaaUeii 
Uas pained him 
sedemilr dai 
Kapil neeadr 
askadlnaa 
exeiasiw 
inmnlewm 
Sportsworld: 
'‘Have i become 
suehabunleatt 
myeounbythat 
everyone new 
wants me to 
reHre?’’...May^ 
me pain will 
new he 
assuaged and 
me vdriol 
silenced.... 


'Tendulkar must have cursed j 

himself for deviating from his [ 

essential aggressiveness, and paid I 
the price for it. 

In the end a woi d of caution for 
those who talk about experience 
and expo8ui*e as an excuse for 
participating in big time sport. 

Ejtpusui e iss beiiefioiai, expei lence 

is supposed to stand you in good 
stead. But then it all depends on 
your preparedness, your ability to 
imbibe the experience. Else, the 
devastation that you suffer may 
shatter your confidence, 
Bangladesh made that mistake 
Howevermuch their officials brag 
about their Valuable international 
exposure’, they paid their pric^e 
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THE ASHES SERIES 


E NGLAND’S poor 
batting against a 
moving ball in the 
Brisbane Test was 
in part a legac^y of last 
summer s run-fcast 
when the ball with its 
reduced seam, refused to 
swing or move off the 
pitches whif;h were di y 
and lifeless. 

RoTn«mb«i* tlie Kunny 

days when a big bat was 
swung down the line of 
the ball's Hight and 
clobbered it for four or 
six; think of the 
plodders who stayed at 
the crease all day to 
amass scoT*es hitherto 
beyond thcnr 
Poor players got runs; 
good ones got lots of 
runs. Alan Butcher, a 
very good player who 
scored over 2,000 of 
them said ‘T’venot m 
known a season like it 
The ball just kept on 
coining straight all the 
way I thought the 

bowlers did work a few 

things out by the end 
They seemed to improve 
in August.” 

The TCCB was 
delighted to hear this, 
because the previous 
trend of poor bowlers 
getting plenty of 
wickets was arrested. 
Control of line and 
length became essential 
skills again and 
counties began to select 
two spinners 
But what did it do to 
England‘S England’s 
batsmen were flattered 
by the bowling of both 
New Zealand and India 
II was an unreal season, 

It is a different ball game 
now. 

The television cameras 
in Brisbane gave a good 
view of the ball 
swinging and moving 
off the seam for the first 

Should Boycott be called 
in to coach England in 
the art of playing swing 


tw^o days; not always 
unplayable stuff 
(Atherton has the right 
to disagree), but 
requiring a sound 
technique to match Uic 
adage that the moving 
ball has to be played as 
late as possible. 

In England last 
summer, because the 

hn.e jind bounoe of th« 

ball was so predictable 
that batsmen could move 
early into the stroke 
often whacking the ball 
'on the up . At the Gabba. 
square-cutting balls 
which were still 
climbing in the bounce 
was one of the fatal 
indisciplines 

Call in Geoff Boycott 
to coach? Boycott talks a 
tough technical game 


Swinging 



on the 
effect of a 
plodders’ 
summer 
on a 

swinging 
winter 
for the 
Australians 


I y 4 



and England look asi if 
they ne^ thi- ‘ 
out-spoken treatment. 

When England were 
in the Caribbean young 
players like Hussain, 
Stewart and Atherton 
were keen to chat about 


Players like Nasser 
Hussain were keen to 
chat with 
Boycott about 
their game 








their performances with 
Boycott, often with the 
help of some television 
video recording. 

They are not so happy 
now and that is because 
Boycott in newspaper 
articles has rubbished 
both players and 
system. Mickey Stewart 
would argue that 
Boycott cannot scourge 

England in print on© 

minute and be part of 
their training 
programme the next 

In any case, is it not 
too late in the day for 
coaching? Test players 
ought to know enough 
about playing methods 
themselves All that 
should be needed is an 
occasional technical 
observaiion from Micky 
Stewart or by one of the 
players. 

Ideally, player should 
help player. That is what 
the best sides do, just as 
professional golfers give 
each other advice when 

asked. liut the advice 

must besought. 

Interdependence 
strengthens team spirit, 
Would England fuive 
done better if last 
summer’s pitches had 
been more I'estxjiisive? 
More to the p<JinL, how 
should the members ot 
the TCCB vote on the 
proposal to unoovei* 
pitches in the county 
game? 

JMatiiral surfaces, say 
the proposers, will make 
for more lively turf, 
batsmen will have to 
develop sounder 
techniques, become 
expert- in the playing of 
the ball that moves and 
there should be more 
spinners bowling too 

The Board’s Cricket 
Committee does not 
agree. It argues that 
damp pitches do not 
always attract spinners 
but rather the faster 
bowlers who get sudden 


lift The cause of last 


season’s runTeast they 
see as the endless 
sunshine. One Boar d 
argument heus gcait? 
adrift, that conditions in 
county games shouUi 
match those i n Tests 11 
happened that they clul 
in England, but clearly 
batting on them la.st 
summer was no 
preparation at all for the 
surface in Brisbane; War^ 
Brisbane on the first two 
days good enough for a 
Test? 


(IflEngtaiHDthe 
previoiis trend of 
poorbow^getHi^ 
plei^ofiicketiwas 
aireMi: Control pi. 
linPiitdKH^ 


fliilioa^ond 
cwintiisl * 
select two so 



L liangjug next season 


to uncovered pitches 
would be to mcjve tcxi 
c] Luc k 1 y AI rc ‘Ctd y t here 
Jias bf'en thccuTor of 
uunptnng both with ball 
and pitcdi preparation at 
the same time' so tViat the 
sepa I’.i 1 1 ' effeel i - f eac‘h is 

Tc: tiikc the oo vt rs off 
an well wdl Uirn tiie 
/idniininl''lUion c>r the 
^,‘ame into a crack pot 
doctor wlio keeps giving 
tfjc patient a different 
pill.# 

.i'll 













The Height Of 
Deterhhnation 


To oomrntince this analysis, it would be 
prudent to revert to last year: November 
23, 1990 There was an eerie kind of 
unj'eahty in the air. Mag-gie Thatcher 
had just tendered her resignation and a 
battered Knghsh team—led unexpectedly 
by Allan I jamb had done little in the 
tour pirelims to suggest that they would 
frighten Australia at the Gabba. But then 
the sic rt of any Test tends to arouse 
optimistic feelings for the underdog. 

Those thoughts soon became 
jiessiinistic. And thesolitajy reason for 
this sudden change of opinion? 

Bruce Anthony Reid. 


G ANOT.Y, ‘six f#^t. eig’ht inches 
tall, Reid has all the 
attributes of a very 
dang:erous fast bowler. 
Impeccable line and leng'th. 
exceptional rhythm, a mean 
bouncer and everything else., .except an 
inswinger But then, Allan Border isn’t 
complaining 

Reid made his Test debut against India 
at the tender age of 22. His inclusion into 
the Aussie squad more a result of 
desperation than nec^essity. Other 
potential candidates were plagued by 
injuries and a few of them were dubbed 
as ‘South African rebels’ Besides i despite 
hiB inexperience he was Australia’s most 
successful bowler in the series, taking 11 
wickets ( 29 h4) with a best of 4-100 at 
Melbourne. 

The Iiidiaj] b(^tsiut?xi Tuund his 

deliveries. which were laced with an 
awkward bounce and movement away 
from the bat - -not necessarily their 
speciality - hard to cope with. Add to that 
a trajectory that began at a height of 
about to 8 feet and you've acquired 
yourself a major problem 
The Reid success story was written 
chapter by chapter after that With 
experience came the tag of potentially the 
most lethal fast bowler in the Aussie 
continent But then suddenly, 



Bruce Reid has shocked both the 
critics and himself with his splendid 
comeback performance 





providence tore out a page from his book .5 
The bowling machine broke down: 1988. g 
the third Test against Pakistan in u 

Lahore. Reid collapsed to a protruding g 
spinal disc in his lower back which was 
rubbing against a nerve. Doctors 
diagnosed it as critical, suggested an 
operation and passed their sentence: no 
bowling., .ever. 

This simple farmer from Western 
Australia thought otherwise. That 

cHapier woiUd be rewritten.. 

Reid was given permission to bowl after 
the removal of two discs and the grafting 
together of two vertebrae in the lower 
back with bone taken from the hip after a 
complicated operation. 

Let us now go back to that fateful day 
of November 23, 1990. The English were 
about to begin their campaign, for what 
they believed, was the Battle for the 
Ashes. Winning the toss and being put in 
to bat, England started on a cautious 
note. The Aussies had made a bold -but 
nevertheless—well calculated change in 
their squad. Bruce Reid was making a 
comeback. After two years of loneliness 
and inactivity. 

The scores were even till tea. The 
marchpast started soon after that, 
conducted by Reid. The English batsmen 
were unable to cope with ms deliveries 
and more importantly, liis newly 
acquired determination. Graham Gooch, 
the hero of last summer stalked gloomily 
around the pavilion environs in his 
Akubra hat. His failed hand marked with 
36 stitches in a sling. He looked helpless. 

On the field. Bruce Reid, his back held 
up by metallic attachments to his spine, 
was dictating terms in the middle. 

Having made a comeback in place of an 
erratic Chris Matthews, a revived Craig 
McDermott who missed selection despite 
having a successful Sheffield Shield 
season and an experienced Carl 
Rackemann who was sitting and earning 
the salary of a twelvth man, Reid *8 
forlorn sickbed dreams had come to bear 
fruit within a space of 16 balls. Three 
wickets and England were shattered by 
the man. recently described as, ‘all arms 
and legs.. .much like a blue movie 
without the naughty bits’. 

The Reid success saga—for those who 
dismissed it as a flash in the pan—did 
not. however, end there. He towled on 
aided by his new found strength and 
determination. If his five wickets at the 
Qabba was purely incidental, then how 
would cricketing pundits analyse his 
performance in the second Test at 




The Indian 
batsmen loiitid 
hisdeHvades, 
which were 
laced with an 
awkward 
boimceand^ 
movement 
away from the 
bat-not 
necessarily 
their 

speciality>hard 
to rope witih. 
Add to that a 
trajectory that 
l^ganata 
height of about 
7V2 to 8 feet 
and you’ve 
acquired 
yourself a 
major problem 




Melbourne, where he wi’eoked the top 
English batting order, finishing with 6 
for 97 in the first innings and 7 for 51 'in 
ttie second innings? The accolades 
haven’t started pouring in as yet but the 
statisticians provided some consolation. 
They ranked his haul of 13 for 148 as the 
sixth best in Test history by an 
Australian and the best since Bob Massie 
took 16 wickets at Lord’s in 1972. 

Robki Chstterlee 









NATIONAL 

SQUASH, 

CALCUHA 


TOO FEW 


I 


Inclian : ,]iii 
Adlliili K'ra ii;, 
again Tu<lot>>',d 
ht-'title 1^,0/ 


1 irf>ni Jlarvard 
. L’njvf'rsity, USA and 
■ w^-n Ui(> natioiial title for 
: thirdtinicinamw 

I (>t\ly , this lime he did it 


with a vengeance. 

Ezra’s speed is 
reminiscent of 
'Lightning (Anil) Nayar' 
as he was called in the 


States. His dedication is 
total and his tricky» 
wristy shots wrong-foot 
the best. To add to that 
he has worked hard at 
his physical fitness. He 
also spent last year 
playing in tht* 

international circuit, 
putting himself in a 
class above the others in 
Indian squash. 

The clash of the 
titans—Indian 
style—between old 
adversaries Adrian Ezra 
and Meherwan 
Daruwala in the final 
had raised expectations 


















Adrian Ezra, national 
squash champion for 
the third time in a row 
flew down from the 
USA to defend his title 

of a keen tussle 

Drauwala had come 

through after a 
pulsating semi-final 
clash with Arjan Singh, 
the tall lanky 
serviceman from the 
Corps of Engineers. This 
was their third clash of 
the season and it had 
gone the full distance till 
Daruwala put paid to the 
young serviceman’s 
hopes of his maiden 


MOTS 

Adrian Ezra bt Meherwan Oamwala 9-3.9-0,9-0. 

WOMENS 

Bhuvaneshwar! Kumar) bt Honey Sherman 9*2.9-2.9-6 

VETCItANS 

Raj Sajaj bt S. Shirgaonkar 4-9,9-3,9-7,9-2. 


__I; 


entry into the national 
final, But not bofore 
Arjan Singh d(.Ughted 
the crowd with his 
firebrand power squash 
and those delightful 
nicks Had he ‘tined' 
less, it might have been 
a diffei enl tale 
EzT*a was in no mfX)cl 
to give anything away lo 
s Yogendra Singli 
(Tubby), mthe 
semi-finaJ of the 
National Squash 
Championship Playing 
with a fierc’e 
determination he 
demolished Tubby for 
the loss of a single point, 
and cursed himself for 
that lapse 

And thus began tlie 
defence of his title He 
started a litle nervously 
against the solid rfK:k 
like consistency of 
Daruwala. I'hrco 
unforced-erroi s and he 
stalled playing- safcir 
shots. Then there were 
long rallies from bcjth 
the southpaws 
Daruwala played extra 
And 

was his undoing 
Ezra moved him around 
much more, gradually 
taking the wind out of 
Daruwala, Suddenly it 
was all over in a mere 
27 minutes. What had 

Bhuveneshwari 
Kumarl, women’s 
national champion for 
the 15th time 


promised to be* loud 
bang, ended in a 
whimper. Meherwan. 
who fought so galiiiut 
to down Arjan Singh t 


previously day, was but 
a pale shadow of his 
usual fighting self. Or 
was it that P]zra was 
much loo good for him? 

W'hatovcr it be. there 
HI I-; loo few jilayers in 
that bracket at the top. 
l^?i'hap.s the young 
emerging scpiash 
hi jgiidf; from Bombay in 
the Paniiole cousins. 

Pad fVrrcira.cind 
Hrstiad Biihrnona. or the 
inoi seasoned 13Glhi duo 
of AH Singh and Udai 
Singh will ehinb there. 
iUd . I set* Arjan Singh 




r'i 









THE-DfrlT-YOURSELF 

TOURNAMENT 


: .ly|OT quite happy with the organisation of the 
premier event in squash—the Inter-State 
.;\5ad the Nationals--one wag asked the other, 'I 
^ no tournament director, no chief referee, 
Qomike system in the glass backed courts, no 
: drder of play, no nothing, Say, who’s running 
.this tournament, and how?’ 

Replied the other wag, "Don’t you know? 
This IS the latest in tournament 

t.hfi -dn-it-yourself-tournament!" 


breaking Irosh ground 
with hi8aggTK‘ssive 
unorthodox hard hitting 
style a la Stuart 
Davenport, the tall New 
Zealandf^r wlio was 
world No. 3 Th€> real 
silver lining is provided 
by the su b-j uniors t he 
Aslhana twins, Vineel 
and Vmay- already 
playing solid, matured 
squash. 

I wish we had such a 
silver lining in women’s 


squash as well. But 
right now 

Bhuvaneshwan Kumari 
(Candy), is much too 
good for hen* 
competitors She met ^ 
her old adversary Honey 
Sherman, whostretchexi 
her a bit, but the result 
was never in doubt 
Candy, the obvious 
winner, has won Iht^ 
nationals title for 15 
years in a row some 
record that and 1 guess 
there will l)e some more 0 



Arjan Singh seems to 
be the only bright spot 
in Indian Squash 


CONFUSION AND INTRIGUE 


F or a matter that 
was never 
considered by SRFI 
(Squash Racket 
Federation of India), 
leave alone taking a 
decision, a PH press 
report on December 
16/90 stated that the 
SRFT had barred the 
defending champion 
Adrian Ezra from the 
National Squash 
Championship. This 
was most intriguing. 

Adrian Ezra luiS a 
British passport and 
has recently moved to 
the United States for 
higher studies. His 
nationality as given 
in the International 
Squash Players’ 
Association (I8PA) 
ranking list is 
British. However, 


Ezra holds a permit 
for residence in India. 

The SRFI executive 
committee meeting 
scheduled to be held 
on December 18, ’90 
had no such point to 
be discussed on their 
agenda, but since the 
press report had 
appeared, they 
discussed it. No press 
release or press 
conference or 
statement to any 
reporter had been 
given by any srfi 
official at aiiytime on 
that sul^ect and the 
press report was 
immetiiately denied. 
Legal action was 
being contemplated 
for this unfounded 
report which showed 
the SRFI in a poor 
light. 



, ■■ ■ 





Mehenwan Owtiwafa 
fMd promistd a tot but 
during iba final 
efwMttdand'lotMfla : 
chance 


















AO, m THE GAME 



Anybody’s game 


A NYTIUNG, it seems. t;an happen in the 
Gulf and'we're not referring' to the January 
,15, deadline set by Mi'. Bush. It’s cricket 
we’re talking about. The fact rhat it's a tough job 
Cor an umpire to stand in at the A1 Fateh 
tournament in Dubai. 

' In a recent match there, the umpire turned 
down an appeal and was immediately sur¬ 
rounded by protesting players. The match was 
being watched by a member of ttie cricket 
ooimcil who. by one of those strange coinci¬ 
dences that befalls the lot of man with unfail¬ 
ing regularity, worked for the came company 
as the members of the protesting team. 'This 
gentleman walked on to the field and raised 
his finger decisively. The umpire's decision 
was reversed and the batsman was out 
There seems to be no appropriate way in 
which we can sum up this situatior;. ^me 
things are better left unsaid. 



I'r Boxma 



Saudi passions 



T hings done out 
of goodwill just 
don’t get you 
anywhere nowadays. 
The publisher of 
America’s Boxivg- 
Uluatrated magazine. 
Bert Sugar had 
l „ OffiBred the US Army 
: 100,000 copies of the 
i;' mag to help cheer up 


the boys in the desert. 

Uncle Sam nega¬ 
ted the deal by put¬ 
ting his offer on hold. 
The reason? The 
Saudis considered the 
magazine to be por¬ 
nographic. 'file sight 
of men naked except 
for their shorts cxmld 
inflame the most 
dangerous of pas¬ 
sions. they explained. 
Arrangements were 
thereafter made to 

import tho ma^azintj 
SO long as ji didn’t fall 
into Saudi hands, 
There have been 
many sound argu¬ 
ments against box¬ 
ing, .but pornog¬ 
raphic! 

Wonder what the 
Saudis think of syn¬ 
chronised swim¬ 
ming? 



IllUli IIeferee Sees Red 


Eleven times 


S UC'CJDK refs have been, having a 'ball’ late* 
ly. The referee is always right: at leaitt 
when he pulls up a member from the 
opposition. We also congratulate Giuseppe 
Lorenzo for having been the fastest player to 
be sent otf the field in recent times. Timing 10 
secs. Is this a record? 

Lorenzo came on as substitute in the 7Siui 
minute against Parma as Bologna 'were about 
to takes comer. Before the kick could be taki^ 
the linesman informed the ref that iorensb 
had clobbered someone on the way in. Off, he 
went! 

We also applaud the brave aotiona of referee 
Pedro Castaneda. In officiating a soatch be¬ 
tween Toledo Imperial and Gamonai, he sent 
off the whole Gamonai team! 

Castaneda began by sending off one Toledo 
player and two from Gamonai for chucking 

mud ai each other. Things hotted up when, 
after spectacular fouls on a defender and 
goalie, Toledo scored their tehlM goal. 

The ref was immediately sunroimdsd Iiy pS!Ch 
testing Gamonai players: even lOlado agreed - 
their goal was illegal. But the ref tliouglft 
otherwise. He fished out hiscard and Satdmdtt 
at all the Gamonai boys. 

Castaneda later agreed that ^ action was a 
bit 'unusual’ but added that ks Kad ao ckoles* 
“after 1 was insulted grav^.” , , . , -''.V, 

He’s quite a man, - !• 

. ■ 
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R EMEBfflBR the shuttle run 
from hlffh echool phys-ed 
<daM? You had to sprint aoroBB the 
gjrm. oome to an abrupt stop, grrab 
an old^t Bprint back to the other 
side, put the object down, and 
repeat the whole thing' until your 
legs buckled. You hated the 
eseroise—end envied the well-cut 
jocks who excelled at it. They were 
taut and wiry, quick and springy, 
with cne legs ora Kodin. Lilke 
Oreco-Roman wrestlers minus the 
steroids. Boy, could they move. 

But just try the shuttle run 
now, Oo ahead—use your living 
room, backyard, whatever. See 
how far you get. If 3 rour heart 
races, your legs bum and you lose 
all sense of coordination, you’re 
like many recreational tennis 
pla 3 rar 8 who don’t move well on 
the court. 

The reason is simple. You lack 
the most important quality of the 
perfect tennis body—great legs. 

’The perfect tennis body is both 
rare and beautifhl. It is 
well-proportioned from head to 
toe. Picture the arms of Martina 

Navratilova, tlie ohouldera of 

Qabriela Sabatini, the torso of 
Ivan Lendl, the legs of Steffi Graf. 
Combine those attribute8,and you 
would create a composite few 
players could ever hope to achieve. 

The precise relationships 
between anatomy, physiology and 
performance remain something of 
a mystery in tennis, which has 
lagged behind other sports in 
profiling performers. Researchers 
in running, cycling, swimming 
and skiing have ail tested elite 
athletes to correlate common 
characteristics of excellenoe. ’The 
results provide valuable 
information for everyday 
participants. Only in the past year 

has tervnia, in tli« form of tlie 

USTA’s Sport Science Committee, 
embimked on such extensive 
research. 

It comes as no surprise that the 
two world No. Is, Lendl and Graf, 
are cited most often by tennis 
authorities as having the 
8port’s“be8t bodies." In fact, both 
Lendl and Graf, along with 
Navratilova, were named earlier 
this year to the Beet Bodies of the 
Eighties list by body-building 
gurUvJoe Weider. 




CR0W/8P0nT8 


There’s a line from 
Chariots of Fire that 
has become a sports 
maxim: **You can't put 
in what God left out”. 
Lendl’s efforts, 
however, seem to 
refute that 


Steffi s got the best tennis body 
rve ever seen.” says TV 
oommentator lia^Carillo, who 
ditbrentiatee the gifted from the 
workhorse. Oraf. she says, is 
bl oo B o d with natural speed, 
powerful lags, big hands. ”Qod 
kissed her right on the lips,” 
CarUlosays. 

There’s a line from Cbaxiotaot 
i%is that has become a sports 
maxim; ~You can't put in wnatgod 
left out.” Lendl’s efforts, however, 
seem to refute that. His 
oamprehensive fitness program 
has given him the armour to not 
onlyb^meNo. I,butt 08 tay 
there. Carillo calls Lendl a 
“blueoollar” player, someone who 
has lifted his game through 
aggressi've conditioning. “You can 
see it in his play, the endless 
hours spent on footwork,” she 
says. 

Footwork is indeed the key, 
according to Andre Agassi’s 
coach, Nick BoUettieri. “Contrary 
to what most players think, it’s 
not poor technique but physical 
problems that lead to a weak 
^ame.”oays BoUettieri. "If a player 
worked on conditioning alone, he 
could improve his game by as 
much as 75 per cent.” 

Carillo agrees. “When you start 
to tire, your form breaks dovm 
and your serve suffers," she 
explains. “You’re not moving as 
well to the ball. You think you’re 
not hitting the ball well, but 
you’re Just not getting to the ball. 
It’s sad to see club players have a 
really long rally, and three points 
later they’re still gasping for air. ” 

Of course, much of having the 
perfect tennis body is what you’re 
bom with, but you can improve 
what you do have. 

“There are many different body 
types that can perform well in 
tennis,” says Gary Wadler, M.D., a 
U.S. Open physician for the past 
10 years. “You have a lithe 
Carling Bassett-Seguso on one 
hand, a strong Martina 
Navratilova on the other.” 

For instance, most players can 
develop what former Wimbledon 
and U.S. Open champion Stan 
Smith calls "greyhoimd legs.” Leg 
portfolio, if you will, is more of a 
concept than a measurement. It is 
not based on any strict standard of 







sMiloslav 
Mecir uses to achieve 
leg stren^ is ballet 
training. He is 
deceptivdy quids 
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length, girtn or even mueoie 
definition. Legs differ. Bodies 
differ. Styles of play differ. 

Tennis is a game of endless 
sprints in undetermined 
directions. Sprints demand leg 
power and quick muscle response. 
You might be faced with a 20-foot 
sprint, then a 10-foot sprint, then 
a 26-footer. You might have to 
chase down lobs and overheads. In 
other words, you have to hustle. 
And pity the poor body that isn't 


prepared. 

S PEED hurts. That’s why most 
runners Jog. This and other 
steady-state activities rely on 
oxygen to help fuel the system. 
Sprinting, whether done on the 
track, football field or tennis 
court, is anaerdbio. Ihereisno 
oxygen involved. The intense 
burst causes musde to contract 
too fkst to allow oxygen to aid in 
the energy process. Lactic add 


builds up, Inhibiting the muscle’s 
ability to produce energy. 

But at least runners have earns 
oontrdl .over their pace. On the 
court, you don’t. According to 
Wadler, tennis play is 86 to 00 
percent anaerddo. “Jogging is not 
the answer," he s^. “You must 
do sport-speoUio Qtrint wodcto 
develop the phjrsiologloal system 
to generate energy without 
axygen." 

That’s especially true in tennis, 
where the court measures only 30 
feet long by 27 feet wide. And 
remember, you don't only move 
forward. You move sideways and 
backwards. You change direction. 
Such contained intensity, say 
physiologists and trainers, 
requires some simulation of the 
game in srour conditioning 
program. 

Great legs not only elevate 3 rour 
game, but they also prevent 
iUjury. Strong quaddoeps (upper 
thigh muscles) help support the 
kneee, which often take a beating 
on the court. For a quick self-test, 
stand up, tighten your legs, make 
a fist and lightly punch your 
. quads. If srour hand feels like it’s 
making, contact with Mika 
TYson’s abs, you’re in good shape. 
If yovir quads accept the blow with 
indentation, your knees may be in 
jeopardy. 

Miloslav Mecir is one player 
whose quadrioep development 
“has saved him from further wear 
and tear cm the knees," according 
to ATP trainer Bill Norris. Among 
the many methods Mecir uses to 
achieve leg strength Is ballet 
training. “The ballet moves have 
helped his agility on the court," 
says Norris. “ Now he’s 
deceptively quick.” 

It’s practioally impassible to 
refute the benefits of dance, but 
for core training. Moms 
advocates court drills, placinga 
ball at different “stations” and 
racing back and forth from one 
ball to the next. Remind you of 
anything you did in your youth? 

For a variation on the theme, try 
the shadow drills favoured by 

Smith, who now serves as director 
of coaching for the U.S. National 
team. Tm a big flan of quick stt^ 
and starts, a bend of the knee, and 
reoovmry beck into position," 






‘Steffi’s got the best 
lUennis bodv I’ve ever 
^seen. God kissed her 
right on ihe lips”—TV 
analyst Mary Carillo 
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Smith aayi. The ahadow drill la, in 
effeot. make-believe play. With 
racket in hand, daah otDaa-oourt. 
at (9 abruptly, reach ftnr a 
forehand, r^raedlreotton, race 
to the other aide, atop, go fora 
‘Dq a matoh," reaaona 
Smith, “srou oan't take a gcdf cart 
between ahota.” 

Another way to develop leg 
power la through plyometrlo 
drilla, like hopping. Jumping and 

bounding. omroiaM arc 

flavoured by downhill aki raoera, 
whoae thigha muat wlthatand the 
preeaure of hcddlng a tuck at 70 
mph. Tim Mayotte haa had 
suooeas with these drills. 

Still another exercise fen* the 
legs is running short sprints, like 
Pete Sampras does. Pat 
Ekoheberry, the conditioning 
trainer at Nick Bollettieri’s Tennis 
Academy in Bradenton, Florida, 
has Sampras run 18,40-yard 
sprints as part of his workout. 
“Pete could go out and run d 
miles, but then he’ll be slow on the 
oouTt,'’say8Etoheberry. "You 
have to train for speed.” 

By developing the anaerobic 

asrstein, you train mueclea to reaot 

not only quickly and powerfully, 
but with endurance. In a single set 
you may need to unleash a 
hundred bursts of speed. The 
stronger you are, the less lactic 
acid builds up. 

Shoulder strength is also 
essential for the perfect tennis 
body. But that doesn’t mean you 
shotild start pumping up. Instead, 
strive for lean, sleek muscles, the 
kind that Etoheberry says is best 
derived fiom weight work. 
“Traditionally, weights give you 
bulk and that’s the opposite of 
what you want for tennis," says 
Etcheberry. To avoid bulk, he 
suggests more repetitions of 
lesser weights with few rests 
between each set. Etoheberry also 
advocates working on the 
abdominal muscles as a means of 
strengthening the serve. 

So what’s a perfect teimia body 
to do? Well, the consensu seems 
to be that when all is said and 
done, nothing beats a great pair of 
legs. But it certainly doesn’t hurt 
to have the entire package. • 

CouitNir; WmU Twi* 
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J TARTING last 
week, we had 
be^un on our 
magical mystery 
tour to work off the 
caloric excesses of our 
year-end excesses. 
Having already 
discussed how to 
awaken the body and tell 
it^it’s time to get to work, 
now we‘re going to put 
one myth to rest before 
proceeding with the 
exercises that’ll get us 
looking as fit as the 




folks pictured in these 
pages. 

Most of us—the more 
overweight and unlit we 
are. the more likely we 
are—^believe that the 
first thing to do when 
trying to trim off those 
extra kilos is stop 
eating. So much so that 
some of us even resort to 
starvation diets. Which 
is exactly what not to do. 

As discussed before in 
these pages, the body 
won’t shed size just 
because you’re also 
turning on the body’s 
natural defence 
mechanisms. You see. 
the moment the human 
system is denied 
nutrition, it begins to 
hoard whatever precious 
little it gets (that’s the 
stuff you’re allowing 
yourself on your diet) 
and slowing down the 
metabolism. And this 
effect carries on for 
some time when you do 
eventually go off your 
diet, making the normal 
intake of food put back 
everything that you lost. 

The best—and most 
permanent-way to 
lose weight is to 
exercise. Do some form 
of aerobic activity, and 
ypu'll be asking the body 
to reach into its 
reserves. And the 
human body’s only 
energy ireserves are fat. 



In fact, if you’re 
willing to listen to 
restson, you’ll find that 
most fat people around 
you actually eat less 
than the thinner ones to 
begin with. You’re 
always so conscious of 
your obesity that you’ll 
watch how much you 
serve yourself, how 
much you pour into 
your glass. And yet 
you’re fatter! 

If you don’t believe us, 
read on: a study done in 
1985 measured the 
caloric intake of ovejr 
6000 people and came 
up with an inverse 
relationships between 
calories consumed and 
bodyweight. Other 


studies have proved that 
thin school children ate 
anything between 800 
and 1200 calories more 
than their fat 
counterparts. So, it s 
pretty obvious that intake 
of food has very little to 
do with the way you 
look. 

If you’re willing to 
burn off in excess of 
what you put in, then 
you’re going to lose 
weight. But if you don’t 
burn off anything at all, 
you’re always going to 
be on the plus side.. .no 
matter how little you 
eat. 

So. hope you’re 



somewhat convinced 
now. Don’t get all cutup 
because we’re trying to 
disprove what all the 
diets have been 
promising. All we’re 
trying to say is: if you’re 
interested in taking the 
fat off—and keeping it 
off—you’ve got to do 
more than just diet. 
You’ve got to get that 
ticker pumping: the 
muscles flexing; the 
sinews stretching: the 
sweat flowing. On top of 
all this, if you’re still 
upto watching what you 
eat, so much the better! 

Don’t forget, all these 
highly-fit folks we 
picture in this column 
combine dietary control 

(that’s the key word, not 

the diet bit) with 

high-intensity 

workouts. 

Stay with us for the 
next couple of weeks and 
we’ll gradually take you 
through a workout 
that’ll have you fitting 
into the clothes you were 
wearing before all those 
parties happened. • 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


WHY 


LENDL MUST 

WIN? 
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HE town ain't big 
mough for the two of 
' us says themarahadl to 
\thegimalinger. The 
gunalinger can leave 
br die. If a cowboy 
movie didn t have this 
eoene, who watched it? 
Nobody. 

Ivan Lendl knows this 
scene backwards. 
D&nuiUfJy. Surely. He 
better. 


There's a ahoot-to-kill 
gunflght smouldering 
on the tennis circuit 
with three gangs 
looking to rule. Agassi, 
Chang, Ivanisevic and 
Sampr^ are honing 
their weapons on the 
range: Becker and 
Edbergare sitting in the 
sherifTs offl'cTe. wearing 
tliG beuJgv of o.uiliui Jty, 

and Lendl is wondering 


if he should saddle^up 
and follow McEnroe and 
Connors out of town, or 
show the boys that he's 
still the fastest gun in 
the West 

E very player has 
levels. McEnrcxj lost 
his. Lendl is ioeing his. 
What follows is that the 
fear arid l eepeut they 
once commanded has 



Lendl’s reign as 
marshall of 
tennis may be 
over, but 
leathery 
gunfighters 
never really 
fade away. 
They keep 
battling... 
eventually 
contributing to 
Boot Hill. And 
Lendl is ready 
for just that. 
The battle that 
is. 


now diminished 
McEnroe has not been 
successful in dealin^r 
with the demons that 
fester within him. Lendl 
is not that far ^one 
being- more resilient, 
mentally and physically. 
If the word association 
with McEnroe in 
retirement, with l^endl it 
is resurrection. 

McEnroe has lost an 
entire slice of his 
greatness, l^endl has 
merely misplaced the 
edge in his game. 

It shows in his 
performance. A five-set 
defeat by Pat Cash at the 
19H8 Australian Open 
semi final; a five-set 
defeat by Wilander at the 

1988 US Open final; a 
five-set defeat by Chang 
at the 1989 French Open 
fourth round; a. five-set 
defeat by Becker at the 

1989 Wimbledon 
semi-final: a five'Set 
defeat by Sampras at the 

1990 US Open quarter 
final. 

These defeats perse do 
not appear unusual, a 
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perspective that alters 
once you consider the 
a>‘ore and the occasion. 
Lendl had a 
imperturbable, 
impenetrable air at the 
Grand Slams—he 
personified consistency, 
the greater the occasion, 
the more refined his 
play. Furthermore, in a 
Grand Slam fifth set, he 
was tJtie original Man of 
Steel. Yet he was failing. 
So much so, that, the 
man who won two 
Grand Slam 
tournaments in 1987 
would in the next three 
years (88-89-90) win two 
in totality. Absurd*? 
Perhaps. 

1/endl IS a 

manufactured player. A 
product of discipline, 
not superior gonos. At 
30 he trains as 
religiously but there is 
no regimen to counter 
age and its sly, subtle 
demons. He is playing 

mon of a, generation 

where speed and power 
have replaced finesse 
and intellect, where even 
a fractional athletic 
retardation is fatal. That 
translates to errors, and 
Lendl who knew not 
what that word meant, 
now IS a collector of 
them. The edge, 
remember. He says, 

“you ask Stefan or Boris 
and they will tell you if I 
play my best. I ni going 
to beat anybody". The 
best comes too rarely 
now. 

As much as winning 
Wimbledon rules his 
very life. Lendl is not 
oblivious to the race for 
No. 1. Which is reason 
why the Australian 
Open is vital. If he has to 
stay with Becker and 
Edberg in the race—and 
in public esteem as a 
champion—he must 
win. The Open assumes 
further significance 
because everyone wants 







to start the year well, 
and although Agassi 
(him again) and Chang 
will stay home, the rest 
should be there. 

Lendl's advantage is 
that he loves the suj^ace, 
has won on it twice, , 
oombats the heat well 
with his Beau Geste hat, 
an^ is eager to start 
1991 afresh. Edberg 
poses the most 
dangerous threat, 
Becker not so. as for 
some reason he is unable 
to succeed in Melbourne. 
He calls it a 'jinx' but 
tennis makes no 
allowances for such 
trivial labels. 


Victory for 
Lendl would 
not just enliven 
his career. It 
would also 
enliven a game 
that is being, 
stifled by 
Becker and 
Edberg’s 
energetic but 
unelectrifying 
domination 


Victory for Ijendl 
would not just recharge 
his career. It would also 
enliven the game which, 
but for Sampras' US 
Open win, is being 
stifled by Becker and 
Edberg's energetic yet 
unelectrifying 
domination. It is an 
interesting reversal of 
roles, for not so longugo 
Lendl was the one 
hunted hy Becker and 
Edberg. Now he is the 
hunter. 

If Lendl were to lose 
and fade quickly into the 
dark night, the game 
would suffer. Tennis 
needs him. He has 


shunned fuss, 
controversy, whining 
and image, all the while 
showing a commendable 
preference for 
substance. He has been, 
quite simply, an 
extraordinary 

chsunpion. His reign as 

marshall of tennis city 
may be over, but 
leathery gunfighters 
never really fade away. 
They keep 

battling.. .eventually 
contributing to Boot 
Hill. And Ivan Lendl is 
ready for just that. The 
battle that is. 
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6 Eng vs Aust, Third Test 
(Sydney). World Swimming 
Championship (Perth); Final <3 
Australian Men's Hardcourt 
Tennis (Adelaide); 11th Sub* 
junior and 13th Senior National 
Archery (Calcutta); K.D. Singh 
Bebu Memorial Hockey (Luoc- 
now), National School Games 
(Gandhinagar, ShOiapur, Aka- 
lauj). Final of President s Polo 
Cup (Bombay) 


7 Eng vs Aust, Third Test 
(Sydney); World Swimming 
Championship (Perth)); KD 
Singh Babu Memorial hockey 
(Lucknow); Archery Nationals 
(Calcutta) 


I Tata tnt C^en Chess (Jam¬ 
shedpur); Benson & Hedges 
World Series Cup. Eng vs Aust. 
(Sydney); Federation Cup 
Football semi final (Canna- 
nore); Senior National VoF 
ieybaii (Bombay); National 
School Games (Gandhinagar, 
ShOiapur, Akaiaul); Australian 
Men's Hardcourt Tennis (Ade- 
laioe); K.Q.singn saou Memo¬ 
rial Hockey. (Lucknow) 


II Eng vs Austr, Third Test 
O(Sydney); Final of K.O. 
Singh Babu Memorial Hockey 
(Lucknow); World Swimming 
championship (Perth); Nat. 
Archery (Calcutta); PSV Ein¬ 
dhoven v$ India; Under-23 XI, 
Supersoccer senes (Banga- 


Hardcourt Tennlgs 

Tata int Open Chw Dna! . 

round (Jamenedpur); 6r, flat 

VotteybaN final K:tl.. 

Singh Babu Memorial Hoeki^ 

(Lucknow). 


9 National Archery (Catcuita); ^ 
Senior National Tabia Ten¬ 
nis (Jaipur). 


IQ 5th Indira Qandhi tnt. 
Iv Gold Cup Hockey 
(Lucknow); National Archery 
(Calcutta): br. Nat. n (Jaipur); 
Nehru Gold Cup Football (Tri¬ 
vandrum); All-India Shastrl 
Memorial Hockey (Guna); B & 
H World Series Cup, ist final, 
(Sydney); P.S.V. Eindhoven vs 
IFA Xl, Suparsoccer series 
(Calcutta) 


tA Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 
l^XHockay (Lucknow); Nehru 
GoW Cup Football (Trivandru- 
m);AU6traiian upen (Mel¬ 
bourne); (Guna); Final of All 
Irtdia Shastri Memorial Hockey; 
National Archery (Calcutta); Sr. 
Nat. TT (Jaipur); England ‘A’ vs 
Comb. Univ. of Pak. (Lahore). 


|C: 5th International Indira 
It/Gandhi Gold Cup Hockey 
Tournament. (Lucknow); 9th 
international, Nenru cold cup 
Football, (Trivandrum), Sr 
National T.T (Jaipur); Yonox 
Open Badminton Chps.. 
(Tokyo): Australian Open Ten¬ 
nis (Melbourne), 2nd final of 
Benvson & Hedges. World 
Series Cup (Melbourne). Eng¬ 
land "fiC‘ vs Comb. Univ. of 
Pak, (Lahore). 


Ifi. Indira Gandhi Ooid Cup 
lUHockey (Lucknow); Nehru 
Gold Cup Football (Trivan¬ 
drum), Final or sr. National t.t 
(J aipur), Yonex Open badmin¬ 
ton Chps., (Tokyo); Ausb’alian 
Open tennis (Melbourne); En¬ 
gland "A" vs Comb Univ,, (La¬ 
hore) 


Oil: Indira Gandhi Hockey 
mU(L ucknow); Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivartdrum); 
Finals of Yonex Open Badmin¬ 
ton Chps (Tokyo); Eng “A" vs 
Pak "A*', second one-day m- 
ternational (Lahore); Australian 
Open (Melbourne); Jr Inter¬ 
state Athletics Meet (Cuttack). 


Ql; Indira Gandhi Hockey 
Ml(Lucknow); Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum), 
Eng "A" vs Habib Bank 
I Rawalpindi); inter-Rallway 
Athletic Meet (Madras); Austra¬ 
lian Open (Melbourne). 


QO: Final of Indira Gandhi 
MMHockey (Lucknow); Nehru 
Gold Cup Football (Trivan¬ 
drum); Eng A' vs Habib Bank 
(Rawalpindi); Inter-Railway 
Athletic Meet (Madras). Austra¬ 
lian Open (Melbourne) 


QQ: Nehru (^(d Cw Football 
6u(TrTyandrum); Eng vs 
Habib Bank (Rawalpindi); Au¬ 
stralian Open (Melboume). 


97' f^lnal of Nehru Gold Cup 
MI Football (Trivandrum); 
Eno V8 Aust, Fourth Test (Ade¬ 
laide); Eng A vs Pak. A'. First 
Test, ((jujranwala); San 
Sebastian Internationa Cross 
Athletic.Meet (S^in). 


90= Eng vs Aust, Fourth Test 
6Q(Adelalde); Juntor Nation¬ 
al Boxing Cnampionships. 
(Aizwal). 


90^ Eng va Aust, Fourth Teat 
6viAd3ald8); Jr. Nat. Box¬ 
ing Championships, (Altwai); 
Eng 'A' vs Pak 'A', Flf« Test 
(Gujranwala). 



































Abui Cuo Crickft 


fmal (Canna* 
nora): ^Nw\6 Swimming Cham- 
plonahte (PertM; National 
School Qamaa tQandhmagar, 
Shotapur, Akalauz); Praai- 
danfa Polo Cup (Bombay); Au¬ 
stralian Men'a Hardcourt Ten¬ 
nis (Adelaida); K.D. Smgh 

0«bu Memorial Heekoy 

rluoknow). 


1A Eng V8 Auat. B & H World 
lUSarlM Cup (Melbourne); 
National Archery (Calcutta); Sr. 
Nat. TT (Jaipur). 


: Indtra Gandhi Hockey 
(Lucknov^i Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum), Au* 

etf«Marf Open, (Melbourne), 

Yonex open Badminton Chps, 
(Tokyo); dfd final, (if required B 
i H) World Series Cup (Mai- 
bouma); Jr. Inter-State AtNe- 
tics Meet (Cuttack) 


AEng va Auat., Third Test 
^S^nay); World Swimming 
Championship (Perth); Austra¬ 
lian Man’s Hardcourt Tennis 
Mdalaida); National School 
Games (Gandhinagar). Shola- 
pur, Akaiauj; K.D. Singh Babu 
Memorial Hockey (Lucknow); 
President’s Polo cup 
(Bombay). 


U 9th Nehru Gold Cup foot¬ 
ball (Trivandrum), Natlois-ql 
Archery (Calcutta), Sr, Nat TT 
(Jaipur); Eng 'A' vs PIA, one> 
day (Karachi). 


fO' Indira Gandhi Hockey 
10(LucKno^. Nehru Gold 
Cup Football (Trivandrum); Au- 

efrelien Open (Molbeume); 

Yonex open Badminton Chps.. 
(Tokyo). Duleep Trophy ((Cal¬ 
cutta): Eng "A" vs Puk. A', 
First one-day international 
(Multan); Jr Inter-State Athle¬ 
tics Meet (Cuttack) 


5 Eng vs Aust, Third Test 
(Sydney); World Swimming 
Championship (Perth); Austra- 
flan Men's Hardcourt Tennis 
(Adelaide); Maltus Croes, lAAF 
Mobil Grand Prix Meet (Belfast, 
North Ireland); National School 
Games (Gandhinagar, Shola- 
pur, Akaiauj); PSV Eindhoven 
vs India XI, Super Soccer (De¬ 
mi); K.D. singn BaDu Memorial 
Hockey (Lucknow); President's 
Cup Polo (Bombay). 


|0 Nehru Gold Cup football 
1 m(T rivandrum); National- 
Archery (Calcutta); $r. 

Nat TT (Jaipur): Eng 'A' vs 
Patron trophy winners 
(Hyderabad^; Limenck Int.- 
Cross. lAAP/Mobil Grand 
Prix Meet (Limerick. Ire¬ 
land) 


IQ: Indtra Gandhi Hockey 
l«l(Lucknot^; Nehru Gold 
Cup football (Trivandrum), Au- 

etraiian Open (Mcibourno); 

Yonex open Badminton Chps . 
(Tokyo): Duleep Trophy, ((Cal¬ 
cutta); Jr Inter-State Athletics 
Meet, (Cuttack) 


Live tolecaet of Supersocoer series, on 
Jan. 13. 

Uve Telecast of India's matches in Sth 
IncHra Garxlhi International Hookey Touma 
ment at Lucknow 

Uvo talacaat of all matches of the 9th 
Nehru Gold Cup tnt. Football Tournament 


Bunning commentary in Htndi and EngHsfl.' 
on semi flnafa and final of Federation Cup . 
Football Tournament. 

Running commentary on Supersocoer 
series on Jan. 13. Running commentary on . 
India's matches in Sih Indira Qanc^i Interna 
tionai Hockey Tournament, Lucknow. 

Running commentary on India's matches 
of the 9th Nehru Gold Cup. Intematlonaf 
Football Tournament. 

All oommentartes are in Hindi and Englleh . 
on the national hook-up, 


: Nehru Gold Cup Football 
M^v’^rtvandrum), Australian 


fir'v’^rtvandrum), 

Optd.i y t.iti^ume), 


9C- Nehru Gold Cup football 
Mtl(Trlvandrum)i Eng vs 
Aust Fourth Test (Adelaide); 
Australian Open (Melbourne); 
Eng 'A' vs Pak, ‘A*. First Tost 
(Gujranwata) 


912 Eng vs Aust, Fourth Test 
6U(Ad6lalde); Finals of Au¬ 
stralian Open Tennis (Mel¬ 
bourne); Eng 'A' vs Pak. A’, 
First Test (Gujranwala), 


M : Jf. NAtlonal Boxing 
Olttanpirmsl^ (Aizwai). 



COMPILED BY NOVY KAPADIA 


























PROFILE 


ih 




basketball. His heig^ht, thouffb an advan 


court, is a disadvantafire in 




I F you wanrea to 
photograph this 
mail and wanted his 
full height, you 
would have to move a 
good 20 metros away, 
crouch and then click. 
Photographers have a 
tough time 

acconimodatiag him in 
their picture frame. 

Well, what do you do 
when your subject is 7 ft 


4 inches tall and plays 
one of the most difficult 
sports to photograph: 
basketball? 

The person being 
written about is none 
other than India’s 
veteran basketballer, 
Sunil Panda, who with 
his towering height and 
scoring prowess has 
impressed basketball 
afficianadoes all over. 


^ 


Recalling an incident 
that happened some 
years ago at Kuala 
Lumpur he says, “It was 
a very embarrassing and 
funny situation 1 was in 
1 was in Kuala Lumpur, 
for the Asian Basketball 
Championship (ABC). 
Pradeep Srivastav (as 
tall as me) and myself 
were crossing a street 
and suddenly we heard a 


crash. We turned 
around and there had 
been an accident. Then 
this man runs up to me 
and says, ‘I was 
watching you both, and 
ran into a car.’ I did not 
know what to do.” 
Modest and soft-spoken 
that he is. Panda was 
surely at a loss for 
wui'da. 

Born in a middle class 
family in a small village 
Chorechita in the 
Midnapore district of 
West Bengal.he was the 
tallest in his family. His 
father, a railway 
employee, encouraged 
.his sporting pursuits, 
though strangely 
enough in his early 
years Sunil displayed a 
pr-eference for the shot 
put and discus and not 
basketball. 

It was the promise and 
talent he showed in 
these disciplines that 
got him a job in the Tata 
Iron and Steel Company 
(TISCO) in 1969, where 
he was tutored by the 
leiigendary Ken Bosen, 
He won TISCO many 
medals in the Inter-Steel 
Athletics Meet as a 
shot-putter and 
discus-thrower, 
including a silver medal 
in the discus at the 
Cuttack Nationals in 
1972. 

From the start, Bosen 
felt that Panda was not 
doing justice to this 
stature by pursuing 
these field events So in 
1972, Panda was finally 
persuaded to play 
basketball and the rest 
as they say, is history. 
Before long he had 
earned a reputation in 
the sport that few 
players have rivalled. ‘T 
will be forever indebted 
to Mr Bosen for 
inspiring me to switch 
to basketball. It is in this 
game that I could realise 
my full potential.” 


















KISHORE ROY CHOUOMURV 


By K.O. Jacob 


The little lady looks up 
in awe at the towering, 
yet gentle Panda 

The transition to 
playing for his State’and 
for the country was 
smooth and he was the 
captain of the Indian 
squad for the Seoul 
Asiad. 

Panda, surely is a 
traffic stopper, specially 
in our country and he is 
often the brunt of many 
a joke, sniggering 
remai’ks and catcalls. 
Being so tall is an 
advantage on court, but, 
off it, it makes life 
miserable As a player 
he is always on the move 
and it can be quite 
frustrating v,7hen tlic 
berths in the train only ! 
accommodates half your 
body Travelling in a bus 
is tortuous for him 
because oiic;e he 
squeezes himself into a 
seat he can hardly move. 
“Now you wouldn’t want 
to be as tall as me, would 
you?” he asks mo No I 
wouldnl. but then 
maybe . 

His life now, revolves 
round basketball Up in 
the morning by 6-30 
a.m workout, office by 9 
a.m back home in the 
evening, practice and 
then it*s family time. He 
loves spending time 
with his wife and kids. A 
father of a son and a 
daughter, he, like the 
kids, is an Amitabh 
Bachchanfan He 
admits that he 
blossomed fully only 

after hie marrjago in 

1979. ‘My wife has been 
a constant source of 
encouragement to me. 

In fac't she is rny 
inspiration. She is the 
one who prodded mo on 
In fact my success 
should be dedicated to 
her.” 

Now what wjis that 
about. ‘Behind every 
successful man is a lady. 
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The 4ist National Baakotbail Champio ns hip s in Caiciitia 


T O Calcutta went 
the honour ot 
hostinp; the -i l st 
Nat.jonai 
Basket bidJ 
Championship ni the 
100th year* of the ^‘ajiic’s 
in vent ion This 
incidentally wfis the city 
I where, for tlie first time 


in the country, the game 
was played in 1904. It 
also happened to be the 
tercentenary year of 
C'alcutta and so no venue 
could be more 
appropriately chosen, 
in the initial phase, 
politics reared its ugly 
head.once again, Politics 


and sports are indeed 
strange bedfellows but 
in India they always go 
together. 

Uttar Pradesh sent not 
one, but two teams for 
the men’s competition. 
The teams belongtJd to 
the rival factions in the 
UP Basketball 


Association, one of J.P. 
Misra and one of Deepak 
Srivastav. Mr Srivastav 
claimed that he had an 
order from a Lucknow 
Court, restraining the 
Misra team from 
playing Nevertheless, 
Misra’s team played. 
Incidentally Mr Misra 


I T s been 86 years since the first basketball 
bounced on Indian soil. And since then the 
game has made inroads into our sports 
culture. These inroads have made sure that 
every school oi* college worth it’s name has a 
basketball court. Over the years, it has 
acquii-ed a large number of followers 
especially in the states of Kerala, Punjab and 
Bihar. 

Yet in spite of all this we figure nowhere in 
the Asian level. What could be the reason 
behind this? Countries that adopted the game 

yearcs after w© did, ar© much ahead of us. The 

standard of basketball in our country is so 
pathetic that we do not even think in terms of 
sending a squad to the Asian Games! 

True, we lack the physical stature required 
for the game. Our height and build does not 
match that of our counterparts from the 
U.S.S.H or U.S. A., but then countries like 
Japan, Korea and the PhlUipines also face the 
same problem and surely they ai*e much ahead 
of us 

As Sunil Tandon, one of the seniormost 
players in the Bihar squad put it, “In our 
country, basketball is an outdoor sport, played 
on cement or ear them ct)urts. As a result, our 
movements, our tackles are suited to these 
courts. When we get on to a synthetic court 
(the chosen surface for indoor courts the world 
over) we face a psychological barrier. Our 
movements are sluggish and oior instincts are 
not fine-tuned to sharp reflexes,” This is 
surely one of the major drawbacks that we 
face. And yet, the Basketball Federation of 
India (BFI) seems satisfied with the present 
state of affairs and are doing precious little 
about the conditions. 

Players, coaches and managers alike are of 
the common opinion that the Federation has 
done little for the upliftment of the game in the 
country. But the prevailing power of the BFI 
haiigs like the sword of Damocles, ^and 
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The Railways 
team with the Todd 
Memorial Trophy 

Hallways did a 
conn nojidabltf job 
shutt lin^ btMweeii the 
boards, assisting; in 
dtdbncro and scoring' an 
useful J-4 points Ram 
Kumar was 


exceptionally g’ood that 
evenings with 36 points, 
including 6, thrcx? 
pointers. He ended as 
the top scorer of the 
tournament with 177 
points The score finally 
road 96-72. 

I'he woinerfs section 
saw some vei*y close 
matcties The Railway 


girls opened the thi‘ottle 
1 ‘ight from the word go 
and it came? as no 
surprise when they 
emerged as the 
champions for the 3rd 
consecutive time. 

The Railways team 
w^is so strong that, there 
were rumours in certain 
sections that Kerala 


Action from the final, 
between 

Railways and Punjab 

willingly conceded their 
match against Bengal so 
that they would not have 
to face Railways. Such is 
the authority and fear 
that the Flailway girls 
wield over their 
counterparts. 

Punjab, the 
runners-up. Had some 
close shaves on the way 
to the top. In their very 
first mat ch against 
Bengal they got the 
biggest fright of their 
lives At the breather the 
hosts were trailing by 
just 2 points The score 
then read 22-24. 
Eventually the score 
rt?acl 42-55, in favour of 
Punjab. 

Fi-om then on the 
Punjab girls did not 
really meet up wdlh any 
stiff resistance till they 
came aci‘oss Railways in 
the final. 

fiiia.1 wa,e fi- very 

tame affair w^ith the 
Railway women 
overpowering the lasses 
from Punjab with 
considerable ease. From 
minute one it was a one 
sided affaii* At half time 
the Railways led 44-13. 
The Railways finally 
walked away with the 
honours at 85-53, 
Punjab’s Prabajot Gill 
became the highest 
scorer in the women’s 
secition with 122 points 
in six matches. 

It was merrymaking 
season in the city and 
maylie th is was the 
reason that the stands of 
the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium wore a deserted 
look right through, 
except for the last couple 
of days. Adequate crowd 
support would certainly 
have added charm to an 
otherwise lacklustre 
tournament. 

By K.O. JACOB 






























NEHRU CUP STATISTICS 




1982 

Calcutta 

Uruguay 

China 

2*0 

1983 

Ernakulam 

Hungary 

China 

2-0 

1984 

Calcutta 

Poland 

China 

-0 

1985 

Cochin 

Soviets 

Yugosiovia 

2 - 0 

1986 

Trivandrum 

Soviets 

China 

- 0 

. 1987 

Calicut 

Soviets 

Bulgaria 

2-0 

1988 

Siliguri 

Soviets 

Poland 

2-0 

1989 

Goa (Fatorda) 

Hungary 

Soviets 

2-0 



T' 



* Soviet Union won the Nehru Cup four times in a 
fow, after making their first appearance in 1985. They 
lost to Hungary in the final at Fatorda. 

* CNna participated in all the Nehru Cup 
tournaments, except in 89, and reached the final on 
tour occasions. 

* 299 (the last goal being scored by Hungary's Jovan 
Roberts against the Soviets. The first goat was scored 
by China's Zuo Shu Sheng against India) goals were 
scored in 125 matches by 53 teams in the last eight 
Nehru Cup tournaments held, involving 23 countries 
(nine from Europe, seven from Asia, four from Africa 
and three from South America). 

’ Average goal per match is 2.39 

* Individual top scorer; Evtushenko (Soviet Union)-6 
goals, in the 5th. Nehru Cup at Trivandrum. 

* Top scorer in a match. 

Three goals. Choi Soon (South Korea) against 
Italy in 1982 

Three goals. Pastor Frank (East Germany) 
against India in 1986. 

* Soviet Union won all the matches in the 1988 Netiru 
Cud. 














China scoring against Italy 



1, 


EJ 









lftdia-1',(M}HlfBo8e>:;-:v .■■" .■" O^hsi-t,,. 

lndia'2(I^B$ar^fi«:iiij!ip,|lki^:»i^^^ 

" ■■■ •' South Koraa*t ’ 
India-0; Italy-1 (Cbmpton Dutta. suicidaij 

India-1 (ManashBhattactwrya): Urugu^d 

India-2 (Monorahjen (psiiaity) Man^ Bhattac^aiya)^^' 

, , YugosUwla-i':. 

■. ■ ’ ' ' ' 

* India obtained fcMr pcrints in 0 matches, and 
finished eri^ove Yugoslav^. 

ins 

India-1 (Akum): 

India-0: Haili^t i 

India-1 (Parminder Singh): Hungary-2 


in* 

India-1 (BiswEyitBhattacharya):. 
India-0: 

India-0; 

India-0; 

India-0; 

ins 

India-0; 

lndia''2 (AloKe Mukherjee, Bikash 
lndia-0; 

ins 

India 0; 

India-0: 

India-0; 

India-0; 

India-0: 

in? 

India-1 (Pern Derji): 
tndia-0: 

India-1 (Sishir Ghosh): 

ins 

India-0; 

India-1 (Tarun Day penalty); 

India .0 

India-1 (P. Vijay Kumar): 

India-0: 


PanjI): 


Potend-2 .: 
Argentina-i' * ' 
Hungaiy-|-4 

China-j|V‘.' 

South Kofse-;^' 
Aigeriar^ /; 
Moroccow.i,. . 


India-0. 

India-0: 

India-1 (Bikash Pahji): 

India-I (Satyajit Chattarjae). 

India-0: 

* India’s performance at a glance. 

miclias ¥fM iMt Brnm 


Soviet Union-O' 

South KDres(-2.' 
East QermanyrS 
China-iO • 
Peru-I 

Chlna-1 
Bulgaria-2.. 
Denmark-1;: 

C^iioa-2 
Hungary-4 
Buigaria-3 
Poland-1 
Soviet Union-2‘. 

Poland-2 
Soviet Uhion-2 
• North Korea-2-- 
iraq-a 
Hungary-V 


anfiit 


M 

nskiit 




* Won the only match-egainst Yiigoslavie 2-i in the 
inaugural Nehru Cup at Eden Gardens in tgga. . % 

Compiled by Heriprssad Ch e t tiipad hyay 











JUNIOR NATIONAL TT 


T een AG ED and 
tiny tot paddlers 
Irom Bengal and 
Tamil Nadu 
dominatod thf* 
52nd Juiiioi' 
National Table I’onnis 
Championships ai the 
Talkatora ind(X)r 
Statmm. In the juiuar 

(uindor 1 *7). Hijb-junior 

(under-15) and cadet 
funder-1 2 ) categories 
eight titles were at 
stake. 1’amil Nadu 
annexed four, Bengal 
three?and Maharashtra, 
donanant in this sport 
in years gone by,got just 
one title, the junior boys 
doubles (;rown for the 
Sawantwadi Trophy was 
won by Vinod 
Deshpande and Rajesh 
Shelar. 

The Junior Nationals 
was sponsored by 
Tirupati Texknit, 
manufacturers of 
underclothing. 
Organising secretary 
Hukam Singh said, 
sfxjnsors paid us Rs. 2.5 
lakhs, otherwise wo 
would not have been able 
to stage the Junior 
Nationals. We were keen 
to stage the Junior 
Nationals tins year as it 


was part of the golden 
jubilee celebrations of 
the Delhi Table Tennis 
Association. We 
honoured former 
champions on this 
occasion.” 

Mr Angpal Bhatia, a 
spokesman for the 
company said, “It was 
our maidt*n venture in 

sports sponsorship and 
we are satisfied with the 
mileage obtained. We 
would like to be 
associated with table 
tennis on a long-term 
basis. It is good publicity 
as oui’ com paiiy is also 
known as T T” Indian 
table tennis has been 
mainly sponsored by 
Electra and Singhama. 
Now creditably they 
have got a new sponsor, 
Tirupati Texknit. Their 
sponsorship indicates 
the increasing 
involvement of the 
corporate sector in 
Indian sports 

It was Tamil Nadu all 
the way, in the junior 
section Top seed and 
highly rated Chetan 
Baboor annexed the boys 
singles crown for the 
Indira Trophy in his 
third junior singles 




^Viuurn oKiuc 


B. Bhuvaneshwarl 
upsets top seed Mythili in 
a titanic five-set tnriiler 

final. For the last two 
years, it had been the 
proverbial slip between 


the cup and lip for 
Chetan as he lost in the 
finals to his nemesis the 
quicksilver Arup Basak 
of Bengal in both t9R8 
and 1989. 

Rated by former 


Balance 
Of Power 
Shifts 




The winners from Bengal 
with their two coaches 
(from left): DIptimoy 
Mukher)ee, Klahalay 
Basak, Debabrata Sana, 
Anindita Chakraboity 
and Michael Mullick 






xxational champion greater control on vital 

Farokh Khodaiji as a points enabled her to 
future national triumph. Mythili’s weak 

champion. Chetan was backhand let her down 

the most impressive freq uently. Both these 

paddler on view. His Tamil Nadu girls have 

variety in service, already made a mark at 

footwork and total the senior level and have 

control either in attack a bright future. 

or defence indicates his However coach 
prpnnnimis tRlent MiaralidKara Rao eaye: 

Runner-up the ‘They should improve 

Jalandhar-based Deepak their footwork and 

Thukral was tenacious mental attitude They 

but not in the same class should go for the kill 
as Chetan. more often instead of 

So, for Chetan it was a prolonging rallies ” 
caseof alls well that Other girls to impress 

ends well. However, the in the junior section 
gap between him and the were the Siliguri-baeed 
other junior players is i Mantu Ghosh and 
considerable. Talent in Calcutta-based lanky 

this section is limited. So Munmun Ghosh In 
it would be better if 1988, Mantu won the 

Chetan plays more in the sub-junior girls title and 
senior ranks now as this year is the Bengal 

olherwisee winning State women's 

easily could make him champion. In the team 

lax events she? was 

The junior girls unbeaten. Her top spin 

singles was more game and good control 

cjoiitested. Second could get her fai‘ 

seeded B. Munmun, an avid reader 

Bhuvaneshwari toppled of Bengali novels and 

top seed team-mate M S, admirer of Satyajit Ray 

Mythili in the titanic and Munmun Sen, has 

five-set thriller. The good reach and powerful 

phlegmatic forehand drives but 

Bhuvaneshwari’s tends to freeze at crucial 



j 
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TTFrs Stepmotherly Attitude 


B ENGAL'S 8 U 0 CIM 8 is due tp their dedicated 
coaches. Diptimoy cmd Michael 

MuUick, Their record in the Junior Nationals 
has been the most i^i^mSive in India reqehtlty.. 
In 1988, RengiGd by the two annexed 

five titles. Last year ai Jaijpur, t]^ bagged five 

tUl<9«9 again Thie year AS, 

Diptimoy Mukherjee exis^ned: ^'Arup Basak^ 
and Ariun X>utta became overage and so we 
not have a good |unior boys team* Our effbtt. 
was thus on the suhj uniar and cadet categories 
and we won what we had aimed for.*’ 

Sadly, the dedicatiem md proven ability of the 
two coaches has gone unrecognised. The Table 
Tennis Federation of India (TTFI) have never 
utilised their services In any jxinior national 
camp, nor had bothered to send them abroad for 
specialised coadhlng courses. 

Both are disheartened at th^ stepmother^ 
treatment by the federation. They feel that they 
do not have a godfather In the TTFI, hence the 
neglect. Farokh Khodayi was approached at 
Delhi and has been asked to ensure that. 
Mukherjee and Mulliok get tlieir due. 


points. 

The sub-juiiioi‘ and 
cadet categories 
belonged to Bengal. Slim 
and agile Kishalay 
Basak annexed his third 
successive singles in the 
age group table tennis 
nationals. In 1988, he 
won the cadet singles 
crown. Last year, he 
won the sub-junior 
singles title for the 
Kamath Cup. This year, 
he again won the 
sub-junior singles title 
beating team-mate 
Debabrata Sana in a 
well-fought five setter. 
This was a unique nnai 
as both of them are from 
the same club, the 
Narkeldanga Sadan 
Samiti. Calcutta. 

Jayanta Pushilal, their 
coach, said that both of 
them are the best in 
their age group in India. 
Certainly a fitting 
tribute to the organised 
coaching at the 
grassroots level in 
Bengal. Sana won the 


cadet boys singles 
crown. 

Anindita 

Chakraborty, aclass 
VIII student of Hind 
Motors HS, annexed the 
sub-junior girls title. In 
the final, she 
consistently attacked 
the weak backhand of 
her rival Leena Bhoia of 
Delhi and won easily. 
Anindita has an 
attacking game, good 
temperament and 
service and is the most 
promising teenaged 
paddler in India. 

Meena Bora, a former 
junior champion and 
now a S A1 of ne'er said, 

**All the finalists in the 
Junior Nationals were 
spotted and given 
intensive training in our 
National Sports Talent 
Contest Scheme (NSTC). 
The improvement of 
Chetan. Anindita and 
Kishalay is heartening 
as it shows we are on the 
right track.** 

Novy Kapadla, Delhi 
























THE RETURN OF THE 


TENNIS BADDIES 


LI E, JOHN and 
GORAN... the trio 
Bounds like a 
oosmopoutan metal 
band from America. 
But the similarity 
ends there. The three 
are, in fact, the elite 
members of the bad boys' 
gang of pro tennis. They 
are the past, present and 
future prixna donnas 
who infuse adrenalin in 
the game by their 
tantrums, 
foot-stomping and 
back-chatting to the 
umpires and linesmen. 
Personifying anger and 
fury, these tennis 
superbrats take fans on 
a roller coaster ride of 

love and hate. 

The temperamental 
Romanian superstar 
Nastase was the first of 
this flamboyant genre. 
Though far into his 
retirement, his antics on 
and off the court 
ushered in the area of 
the gumball kid. His 
behaviour at Wimbeldon 
last year was a watered 
down version of his past 
mannerisms. In a first 
round match of the 
seniors* tour he entered 
the centre court., bent 
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dbwn aDd kuaed tbe 
gnuH aayinfir in a typical 
Naataae atyle: ‘Ttumk 
God, 1 am back. I had 
started missl-ng it.” and 
when he said, "You need 
a superman like me to 
beat the hell out of the 
tennis robots of today,” 
there wss around of 
thtuiderous applause. 

Hia mm manta ware 

splashed on the ftont 
pages of the tabloid 
press all over again. 
Nastase till date remains 
the biggest tennis draw 
ever. 

His successor to the 
crown, John McEnroe is 
no different. When ‘Mac’ 


"In Ivanisevic (in 
picture) I see 
young Boris, 
determined to 
fight out. I think 
he is the star of 

♦he future"...Ion 

Tirioc 


was banned from the 
Australian Open, he 
made headlines. An 
independent poll by The 
New York Poet made 
him the favourite 
American tennis player 
once ag^ain. His facial 
expressions still make it 
look as if tennis is pure 
drudgery. And even if 
he shows a mild display 
of displeasure with the 
linesmen of the chair 
umpire, fans clap 
excitedly expecting a 
good old-fashioned 
outburat. But today his 
temper tantrums are 
fewer and milder. A far 
cry from the days when 
he was banned from the 
Davis Cup team because 
the image he projected 
was not right for his 
country. The 
31-year-old McEnroe, 
father of two, often 












csarryixiK oxie son while 
the other tagged along 
with mon Tatum, was 
cslaarly well paet his 
'fighting days. 

Tennis became boring 
as McEnroe mellowed 
with age and the new 
players 

were tunnel-^visioned, 
oomputer-oontrolled 
mas witn victory on 
their minds. Till Ooran 
Ivanisevic came 
bouncing in throwing 
tantrums, bad mouthing 
linesmen and argiiing 
with fans. A worthy 
successor to McEnroe’s 
throne with all the 
requisite qualities of a 
tennis baddie. 

A cocky newcomer 
with an 

Tinpronounoeable name 
and an unplayable serve. 
Qoran is a rrogant 
enough to admit that his 
talent makes him the 

bent proep^t for men's 
tennis. Says Boris 
Becker. "He’s got the 
hardest and the best 
service of anyone Fve 
ever played. ” Goran 
adds. "A couple of years 
behind me and 1 will be 
able to cream everyone, 
and that includes 
Becker." 

Tall, powerful and 
mean, the Yugoslavian 
teenager’s gnmts have 
been compared to an 
elephant nearing 
orgasm. Even though 
his expletives are in his 
native language, when 
he resorts to gutter 
English, he can make 
thespectators turn red 
with embarrassment. A 
bundle of raw energy. 
Ivanisevic is the devil's 
Messiah tennis has been 
waiting for. And it will 
be in the fitness of 
things if his 
professional career 
progresses like his 
mentor, John 
McEnroe’s. In effect the 








Ck>ran Story can be 
nicknamed McENROE 
YEARS: PARTE. 

One of the most 
powerful practitioners 
of tennis, Ivanisevic's 
turbocharged serve 


sends line Judges and 
ballboys ducking for 
cover. At the age of 18. 
with only one Orand 
Slam semi-final to his 
credit, he has alreday 
started making waves 


across the world. The 
amazing part of his 
peyche is the 
determination to win at 
any cost. No wonder, 
John McEnroe calls him 
a genius. “I have seen 
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"You need o 
supermen like me 
to beat the hell 
out of the tennis 
robots of 
todoy"...llie 
Nastose 


him play and I find 

ziotliing: wFon0 witK his 

game. His anger is his 
biggest asset/’ says 
McEnroe. 

That is good enough 
for Gtoran who admits; “I 
neve wanted to be Bjorn 
Borg. For me McEnroe 
is the beacon”. Purists 
say his is an all-court 
game. A perfect 
amalgamation of grit 
and genius, Gk>ran has 
already drawn attention 
from the likes of Ion 
Tiriac, ex-coach of Boris 
Becker. Says Tiriac. “In 
Ivanisevic I see young 
Boris, determined to 
fifirht out. I think he is 
the star of the future.” 
The way Goran has been 
speeding up the 
rankings, he should 
safely be perched on the 
top spot very soon. 

When he joined the 
top-ten club recently, he 
made his intentions 
clear. With a permanent 
smirk on his youthful 
face, he is ripping the 
opposition apart with 
his 190 kmph seyve, 
second only to 
fellow-countryman, 
Slobodan Zizavoni. 
CSoran’s whole oncourt 
persona revolves around 
his serve which at liigh 
speeds results in many 
faulty line calls and thus 
the ever-erupting 
quarrels. 

Says he, ‘The country 
I come from, you have to 
really fight for 
everything. Bad temper 
and tantrums are part of 
daily life. So don’t blame 
me if I behave in a 










■Uffhtly oraxy manner.” 
Whatever the reasons 
may be. Goran remains 
one of the most 
(diarismaticand 
exalting players on the 
tour. Friends have 
advised him to rein in 
his temper, but he asks, 
‘X:an you mellow down 
M cEnr oe? Not really, so 

don't try and pipe me 

down” 


J OHN McENROE. 
obvioxisly is the role 
model in 
Ivanisevic’s life. 

**He has been my mentor 
and I am not ashamed to 
say that I worship the 
. man”, says Ivanisevic 
unabashedly. The 
Yugoslav and the 
American have a lot in 
common. Way back in 
1977, McEnroe, an 
unsoeded IS^y ear-old 
left-hander entered the 
Wimbledon semi-finals 
Thirteen years later, 
Goran emulated the feat 
at 18. Even in the game 
the duo have a lot in 
common. Like 'Big Mac* 
he too is pompous and 
arrogant. But with a 
reason. At the 
post-match conference 
at Wimbeldon he said, 

“If I continue to play like 
this, I can soon be 
amongst the top five in 
the world, maybe 
higher. ” He justified it 
by entering the top ten. 
“When I see Goran play, 
he makes me feel old,” 
says McEnroe, “He 
reminds me of the good 
old days when I had 
everything to gain and 
nothing to lose”. 

In the French Open. 
Ivanisevic caused the 
greatest upset of the 
tournament when he 
ousted an in-form 
Boris Becker in the first 
round. Me reached the 
quarters before losing to 
ruzmer up Thomas 


John McEnroe (in 
picture) le the role model 
IntveriMevIc'ellto. Tm 
not eehamed to say I 
worship the menp” says 
ivanleevic 
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M\ister. Says Becker, 
**Hi8 serves just whistled 
past me. If the man is a 
dynamo on clay, what 
will he be like on hard 
surfaces? I wouldn’t like 
to face him often. ” Over 
the last one year, 
Ivanisevic has grained 
the reputation of a 
morale-destroyer. Ask 
anyone who has faced 

him on olay. SpeoiAlists 

like Emilio Sanchez, 
Alberto Mancini and 
Pete Sampras have been 
humiliated by the lanky 
Yugoslav. 

But his big break came 
when he defeated former 
champion Kevin Curren 
in the Wimbledon. 
Unleashing a string of 
27-aces, he decimated 
the South African in the 
closing stages of the 
game. Before the match 
he was ranked 38th, 
after the 1990 
Wimbledon tournament 
he hit the top ten. 

Goran Ivani se vie 
has come a long way 
from his backyard days. 
Son of a lecturer of the 
University of split, his 
first flirtation with the 
game came at the age of 
six, when a wooden 
recquet and a worn 
tennis ball were gifted to 
him. Remembers Goran 
“I had this terrible 
temper when I was a kid. 
I guess I was not very 
popular. ” Seeing his 
concentration the father 
soon realised that he had 
a budding champion on 
hand. At the age of nine, 
he was the national 
Under-lO champion. A 
year later he had won 
everything which was 
around. He became the 
youngest Under-12 and 
Under-14 champion. 

And ever since, the 
world of tennis has been 
readying the red carpet 
for the young man. 

Like Monica Seles, he 
too didn’t get any 


support from the 
Yugoslavian Tennis 
Federation and one of 
the family homes had to 
be auctioned to raise 
finances for his fast 
expanding career. A 
definite fear of losing 
everything gave him the 
determination of a 
winner. Today he wins 
at will. 

But as he was growing 
in stature a series of 
tumultuous events made 
many cast doubts on his 
capabilities. Says Goran, 
“My family had sold 
their house to finance 


my career. How could I 
disappoint them by 
losing?” He is known to 
gradually lose control 
over his temper when 
facing defeat and that, 
perhaps, is his only 
drawback. By the time 
he was 15, he had been 
banned twice by the 
Yugoslav federation 
because of his fiery 
outburst. 

But Goran believes 
that the ban was a 
blessing in disguise. “I 
went to play in a 
Satellite event in 
Switzerland. I won and 


got my first ATP 
points," recalls he and 
adds, “At the age of 16 
my junior career was 
over. For me men’s 
circuit is home and et 
al, “After a frustating 
few months, he marked 
time to reach the top. 
Ivanisevic has leapt 350 
odd places in the world 
rankings since he 
reached the 
cpiarterfinalB of the 
Australian Open early In 
1969 at the age of 16. He 
started the year at 876, 
ended with the No. 40 
slot and ever since has 








never looked back. 

All this while when he 
was climbiner up the 
charts, he was getting a 
notoriety which the 
media has been lapping 
up with delight. 
Wherever he went, he 
left a wide trail of 
broken racquets, rude 


rebukes and tantrums 
which drew fans like 
fireflies to a fire. His 
Wimbledon performance 
got him' a very 
healthy contract from 
the International 
Management Group, 
which has made him a 
millionaire already. No 


wonder he resides in the 
tax-haven of Monaco. 
Says Goran, “You can 
call me rich of you feel 
like. But I feel Mike 
Tyson is rich, Ivan Lendl 
is rich.” But with wealth 
and success he is 
making a serious bid to 
restrain his foul 


Ivanisevic (In picture) 
has leapt 350 odd places 
in the world rankings 
since he reached the 
quarter finals of the 
Australian Open at the 
age of 17... 
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behaviour without 
realising that verbal 
abuse adds a dash of 
ohaxismatohis 
personality. “I think I 
have passed the time of 
bad behaviour. At least I 
am trying to be polite,” 
His coach Balazs 
Taroczy adds, “An 
emotional player like 

Onra.n nRn a/thiAVP a. Int 

of things better than 
cold tennis machines. 

He is full of fire and that 
puts him above the 
others.” 

Purists may call him a 
temperamental teenager 
prone to emotions, but 
on the contrary he has 
little to worry about. 

One of the most natur al 
players around, his 
biggest asset has been 
his stamina which was 
accjuired in the most 
unusual way. His 
stormy temper has been ; 
with him since 

cliiildlioud aiid wlitsiiever 

he threw tantrums, he 
was made to run a mile. 
No wonder, he is almost 
everywhere on the 
court. 

Ion Tiriac Says, “He 
has even greater speed 
on the reck et than 
Nastase He is the top 
man.*' CkDran's 
flamboyant style has 
made him a crowd 
favourite and is much in 
demand for lucrative 
exhibition matches 
where he comes as a 
comic relief more than a | 

player. Bu.t on a 

more serious note he 
wanted a match against 
McEnroe badly. It will be 
exciting to see the 
student and the mentor 
belt it out on the 

court.the past of the 

turbulent men's tennis 
playing with the present 
heirs angel. 

By JAMES HAVELOCK 
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N ITIN KIRTANE of 

Maharashtra and Anirban 
Barua of Tamil Nadu claimed the 
boy’s under-16 and under-14 
titles, wtiile !DivyR Mernhant nf 
Maharashtra and K. V, Nirupama 
cllnGhed the under-16 and 
under-14 girl's crowns in the 
National Sub-Junior Tennis 
Championship. 

The boy’s doubles title went to 
the pair from Rajasthan, Jagdish 
Tan war and Chandraveer Singh. 
Divya Merchant and FaJguni 
Prasanna of Gujarat won the girl’s 
doubles final. Nitin Kirtane was 
well in his elements while beating 
Vasudeva Reddy of the Brittania 
AmritraJ Tennis school. Nitin 
started off well by breaking 
Reddy's service thrice in the first 
set to win it 6-0 but lost his 
concentration for a while to 
concede a break point to Reddy, 
who capitalised on it to win the 
second set 6-4. 

The third set was fought almost 
evenly, but anoveroonfindent 
Reddy made too many errors to 
lose his sei’ve when he was behind 
by 3 games to 4. Nitin utilised this 
opportunity to win the set and the 
final 6-3. 

Divya Merchant had no 
problems in clinching the girls 
lJnder-16 crown breezing past a 
subdued Sahiba Chadha of 
Rajasthan in the final. She won in 
straight sets 6-2,6-2, 

Anirban Barua, also a BAT boy 
made up to the loss of Vasudev 
Reddy beating Chandraveer Singh 
of Chandigarh in the final of the 
boy's under-14 category. After 
losing the first set to Chandraveer 
he came back with vengeance to 
win the second and third set to 
clinch the title. The scores read 
4-6, 6-2, 7-5. 

Sahiba, who figured in the 
earlier final, also lost the girl’s 
under-14 final to KV Nirupama of 
Tamil Nadu, 4-6,8-3, 2-6. The 
girl’s doubles was a keen affair 
with both sets going to a tie 
breaker. Top seeds Divya 



Divya Merchant: the Under-16 
champion 


Merchant and Falguni Prasanna, 
though made to figiit, defeated 
Sahiba and Nirupama to wear the 
doubles crown. 

Jagdish Tanwar and 
Chandraveer defeated Akshat 

Misra and Vikram V©nkat <Bon of 

former Indian cricket skipper S. 
Venkataraghavan) in straight 
sets to clinch the boy’s doubles 
crown. 

K.P. Venkat 


NortbemlmHalT 


C HETAN BABOOR led the Tamil 
Nadu domination in the 
Northern India Table Tennis 
Tournament, which not only won 
him laurels but made the darling 
of the Lucknow table tennis buffs. 

Former international V. 
Chandrashekar would have been a 
happy man, if lie could wituess 
the marvellous performauce of his 
wards in this tournament. 

Chetan, who showed more 
maturity than what his age says 
could not beat the experience of 
Kamlesh Mehta in the men’s 
singles final, but the boy's singles 
crown was his from the very 
beginning. 

The men’s crown also could 
have been his, had he held on to 
the four point lead in the decider. 


But that was not to be. Kamlesh 
went on to win all his service 
points and gain the lead and 
clinch the title, which was the 
only one that escaped Tamil 
Nadu’s kitty. 

Chetan’s match with Sujay 
Ohorpade was the best of the 
tournament. His forehands were 
superb that kept the top seed at 
bay. Ultimately, Sujay had to 
surrender in straight seta. 
Arunjyoti Barua and S. Ramsm 
were the other two who fell to 
Chetan’s might. 

The women’s section lost the 
glamour from the very beginning 
with the withdrawal of Nlyatl 
Shah and Ambika Radhika. 
Adding to this, the women’s final 
wasn't to be there as Archana Rao 
of Karnataka conceded the final to 
Arul Selvi of Tamil Nadu due to ill 
health. 

Monalisa Mehta and Rinku 


Chetan Baboor: the boy’a 
winner In the Northern India TT 
ehampMnahIps 

Acharya could not proceed beyond 
the last eight round losing to Aral 
Selvi and Archana respectively. 

Mythili who beat Bhuvaneswari 
in a luutl-fought match in the 
gfirls’ singles final could not get 
past Archana in the women’s 
singles semi-finals. She lost to 
Archana 21-17,13-21,24-22, 
13-21,13-21. 

Chetan Baboor won the boy’s 
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crown defeating Gurjeet Taneja of 
Maharashtra, while Amlt 
Srivastava of Uttar Pradesh 
claimed the sub-junior boys' title 
and the sub-junior girls’ title went 
to Ritu Bhola of Delhi. 

K.P. Venkst 


MANGALORK 


BolfiiloRaoe 


B uffalo racing, or ‘Kambala' 
ae it is known, is a popular and 
traditional sport of South Kanara 
district of Karnataka held 
between December and February. 

There are two types of races 
conducted in marshy water-filled 
fields. The ‘‘running race” calls 
for a high degree of endurance 
since the driver has also to run 
along with the animals, spurring 
them on till the finishing point is 
reached. 

The “splashing race” requires 
skilful manipulation of the 
animals with the man standing 
and riding on a wooden plank 
yoked to the buffaloes, goading 
the buffaloes to run very fast. 
Water spurts out from a hole in 
the plank to a great height. The 
pair which jets water to the 
highest level staining a white 
cloth tied above across the field is 
considered the winner. 

He-buffaloes are bred and 
trained specially for this purpose: 
most of them specialising in one 
type of race. 

One such buffalo race took place 
in early December near the 
historical Kadri temple in 
Mangalore, where 10 pairs of 
buffaloes took part. This event has 
been taking place here since ages 
and is the first race of the season 
followed by many other races in 
different parts of the district. 

INIGV1B9I !«• •nBCno 



C HANDRA SHEKHAR SINHA of 
Ranchi won the men’s athletics 
individual championships when 



The buffalo race in Mangalore 

he earned Q i points in ttxo first 

Chotanagar Police Sports held 
hero recontJy Keshwar Sahu of 
Chaibasa got the* second place 
with th ree golds. 

In the women’s championships, 
Sarojnu Lakra of Ranchi won the 
individual ohampionships, giving 
hosts Hanchi the overall team 
championship while Jamshedpur 
came second, 

Balbir Singh of Jamshedpur 
was adjudged the fastest man of 
the meet when he won the 100m in 

11.1 secs. In the women’s section, 
EraeldaEkka won the lOOm In 

13.2 secs. 

Anil Kumar Singh 


Puttur and Mangalore University j 
XI. I 

Batting first, Union Cricketers J 
piled up 218 rtins in the stipulated | 
40 overs. Set to score 219 for a j 
win, the Mangalore University j 
Campus XI needed only 12 runs j 

when thei*e were only two overs 
left. 

The last pair managed to get 11 
runs, equalising the score. The tie 
which created a local sensation 
occurred when the last batsman 
got run out off the last ball. 


TRIVANDRUM 


Jll 


AditaCiGs 


MANGALORE 




A TIE is a rare occjurrence in 
cricket. Such an occurrence 
took place in the ‘C’d.- nsion 
league tournament match 
recognised and conducted by 
South Kanara Cricket 
Association. The match was 
played between Union Cricketers, 


tllRIVANDRUM district won the 

JL over2iil ch&napioii9lup in the 

Kerala State Junior Amateur 
Athletic Championship held at 
Central Stadium. Six meet records 
were created during the two-day 
meet. 


In the junior girls section, 
S.I^kha (Idukki) threw the 
discus to a new distance of 28.86 


mts., erasing the existing record 
by 96 mts. B.Reshmi (Kottayam) 
jtimped a new heightof 1.34 mts 
in the high jump. She also won 
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gold in the long jump (5.33 mts). 
Roes Mary Antony of Trivandrum 
won a record gold in the 
pentathlon event (2440 pts.) 

The Trivandrum team came 
flrst^bettering the meet record, 
timing 45.3 sec. in the junior boys 
4 X 100m relay. In the boys (below 
10) long jump. M.D. Edwin 
(Quilon) leapt 4.44 mts, eclipsing 
the meet record by . lOmts. Sabari 
Paul (Quilon) set a new mark of 
6.88mts in the shot put for boys 
below 12. 

Rajiv Sadanandan, Secretary. 
Kerala Sports Council gave away 
prizes. 

Ssjeev Kumar T.K. 


NAGPUR 


National Women’s 
Fooflnll 


VeRALA won the Begum 
jnHa,zrat Trophy when they 
defeated Rajastbam 2-0 in the 


Th* Karala weman’a taam with 

the Begum Hazrat Mahal 
Trophy 


KANPUR 


Nattanal BildgB 



Mr R. Ramamurthy, General Manaoer, Ordnance Factory presenting 
the Holkar Trophy to H.K. Kapoor flett) and J.S. Bakai, the winners of 
the open pairs event 



national women’s soccer 
tournament held at Gondia 
recently. The Kerala girls were far 
too superior to the Rajasthan 
players, their short passes and 
superb technique was a delight to 
watch. In the final, Batla and 
Usha were the scorers. Earlier, in 
the semi-finals. Rajasthan upset 
West Bengal through the 
tie-breaker while Kerala easily 
beat Maharashtra. 


The tournament itself was a 
disappointment. There was a 
series or one-sided matches in the 
league stage, and all the seeded 
tefiuns won by huge margins. For 
example: Kerala scored as many 
as 25 goals in their five matches 
before ihe semi-final stage, while 
Maharashtra knocked in 23. 
Unless the standards between the 
dii^erent teams improve, national 
level women’s soccer will continue 
to be of abysmal standards. 

JoMph Rao 
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I DO not know why all 
distinguished ex and present 
cricketers have avoided making 
adverse comments about Dilip 
Vengsarkar. In Mid-day. 
(Bombay) of January 15th. 1990, 
ray letter was published in which 1 
justified the dropping of Dilip 
Vengsarkar from the New 
Zealand tour. 

Soon enough. 1 received a letter 
in Maj'athi (from a Vengsarkar 
fanatic anonymous admirer) 
threatening to maim or kill me if I 
wrote another letter criticising 
Dilip Vengsarkar 
DR. A G.BIiAGWAT. 

Bombay 


Thanhsl _ 

T hanks to Sportsworld for 
interviewing Iwo of the 
most’talked about Indian 
cricketers—Sunil Gavaskar and 
±iayi Shastrl. Bunny s interview 
was the more informative and it 
was interesting to see the great 
impact that Marshneil had on 
Gavaskar. 

Ravi Shastri is perhaps the only | 
Indian cricketer who has made 
such a remarkable transformation 
after his marriage and it is 
heartening to know that he has 
now shed his playboy image. 
PRABALGUHA, 

Ouwahati. 


Dilfp Vengsarkar 


Superb 

Y our story on Imran Khan 
{Sportsworld, 10th Oct. *90) 
was superb. We are grateful to 
Faresteh Gati who cleared Imran 
Khan of all the accusations that he 
took drugs. This is not the first 
time that he has been accused of 
taking drugs but now things have 
been cleared up once again 
1 always wonder why, in any 
interview that is done with Imran 


Khan, invariably the questions 
that are asked have to do less with 
cricKet and more about girls and 
his private life. 

1 think his private life should be 
just th.9tt: private and off-limits. 


DEBJANIMONDAU 

Calcutta. 


' The photographs on page 45-46 in the issue dated S. 1.81 were not by 
Tommy Hindley as mentioned but by Jeff Crow/Sports Pile, The error 
is regretted 
The Editor 











QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who IS the first professional 
cricketer to be Knighted'^ 

2. After whom is the Sheffield Shield 
named? 

3. Who IS the first ever cricketer to 
score over 700 runs in a debut 
Test senes'^ 

4. Ciive Lloyd ig a cousin of one of 

the West Indies’ famous 
. cricketers. Who? 

5. Which English player has the 

I distinction of getting Garry Sobers 
; out first ball for the second time in 

successive mnings? 

I 6, Which player of the present 
England cricket team bagged a 
! pair in his debut Test? 

j 7. Which Indian cricketer scored his 
i maiden Test century after going in 
i as a night-watchman? 

I 8. Who was the Surrey ‘twin’ of Jim 
I Laker? 

I 9. Who is the first batsman to 
! complete a double century and a 

i century in the same Test? 

! 10 How many centuries did Frank 
Worrell score against England? 
ANSWERS 
1. Sir Jack Hobbs 

j 2. The Ear! of Sheffield. He took a 
I cricket team to Australia under the 

! captaincy of W.G. Grace (in 
I 1891 -92) and before leaving 
j Australia gave a sum of 150 
i guineas for the promotion of 
I cricket in Australia 
j 3. Sunil Gavaskar. 

4. Lance Gibbs. 

5. John Snow. 

6. Graham Gooch. 

7. S.M.H. Kirmani (101 vs Australia j 
at Bombay in 1979-80). 

8. Tony Lock. 

9. Doug Walters (Australia) vs West 
Indies in the fifth Test at Sydney, 

1 1968-69. 

! 10. Six. 


CHESS 

The Sozin S.yMoni a^^ainst SiciJian 
Dei’eiKT isa^^tuaHy yomewhat 
nnsiiiuriod Sozin 

ori^iiiall.v it the 

oh:irax;‘ttM Kstic B(‘4 was plJiyed i 
and popiila.nsf»(t by Bobby P'lst-hev 
Then VoluThrovK- and Stem l<K>k 
it up wiruiiuft'a lot of impressive 
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games. Now the specialist is John 
Nunn. This grame won the 
brilliancy pvxze at the ‘84 
Olympiad and nearly put this line 
of the Sicilian out of business. 

White. Nunn Vs Black: Sosonko 
Salonika *84. 

le4c52N(3 (16 3 d4 cd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 
Nc6 6 B($4 e6 7Be3 a6 8 062 Qc79 
O'O'O'NaS. The Velimirovic attack. 
Fischer preferred castling 
Kingside 

10 Bd3 b511 a3 Bb7. After this game 
black's started experimenting 
with 11 - Hb8 and 12—b4 The 
idea is to open the b-l'ile and 
double with Qb7. 

12 g4 d&. Black must play this befon 
white kicks the knight whth 13 
g5 13 edS Nxd5 14 Ndxb5!' The 
moment of truth BUickwas 
sliellshockcd into instant j 

acceptance LATER Nunn hnnaelf 
pointed that 14-Qb8 15 Nxci5 
Bxd5 16 Nc3 Bxh .t 17 Rxht is 
i*easona.ble and anything may 
happen. 

i4-ab5? 15 Bxb5+ Kd8. interposing 
with 15—Bc6 loses to 1G Nxd5 ed5 
17 Dli64 Qe? 18 Bxa5 Qxe2 19 

DxcO -r KcT JiO Hhf-l H 1 

Hxe2 ^ 

16 Nxd5 6d5 17 Rd3! Nc418 Rc3 Bb4! Blak 
uses the back rank mate to hit back. Now 
white has to give more material to open up 
the centre flies, (see Diagram). 

19 Rxc4r dc4 20 Rdl ^ Kc8 21 Rd4 Bd5 22 
Ilxd5 Bd5 Bd6 23 Rd4I (10). After 23—Kb8 
24 Rxc4 Qe7 25 Bc6 white has material 
advantage and a blistering attack. 

Devangfthu Datta ; 



BRIPGE 

Thosti who have read Geza Ottlik’s 
mind-boggling book ‘adventures 
in Card Play' know that even 


seemingly impossible contracts 
often have chances of making. 
Today’s hand is from the Holkar 
Open Pairs elimination round at 
the 1989 Kakinada nationals: 

N-SVul. 

NOflTH<dumniy) 

♦ Q73 
<C>A63 
OQ6542 
4A4 

EAST 

4 104 
•:pj 10 7 
O'10 0 

7 6 5 2 

SOUTH 
4 Ad2 
Q 9 8 2 
0 KB 

103 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

2v Paa» 

?NT Pans 3NT All Pass 

West started proceedings with his 
fourth'best spade, taken by 
dummy's queen. A diamond went 
to the king and ace at trick two 
and West contjnu(jd with the 
spades It seems that the 4-2 
diamond break with West having 
an entry in that suit spells doom 

for hut past inle‘rnJitinna.1 

Milon Roy, South, had other 
ideas. He correctly won the second 
spade itself with his aoe, cashed 
the diamond queen and three | 
rounds of clubs with the aid of a 
second-round finesse of the ten, 
West discarding a heart and a 
diamond. Now the last club by 
South finished West. Needing 
foil r more tricks to beat the game, 
he was helpless. If he discarded a 
winner, he could be thrown in 
with a spade (that is why it was 
essential to win the second spade 
rather than the third) to lead away 
from his heart king at the end. He 
actually threw a heart but Milon 
Roy scored his contract by 
dropping the now-bare king. 

Perhaps West should have 
thrown a spade rather than a 
diamond on the third club. Then, 
one might argue, South would 
have had to guess whether West 
had bared his heart king or 
discarded two hearts from four. 
However, in all likelihood South 
would had got it right for with 5-4 
in the majors and a singleton club 
West would surely have preferred 
a takeout double to an overcall. 

SantMiu Ghose 


OMtor South 


WEST 
#K396S 
CPK74 
O A J73 








HOT LEGS! 







And they know 
low to use them 






your band. Let’s see. Heir’s a tease: The tudiposu tl 

pictu]^ ase of Ihmous fiq^mrtapersons, hut froim wal^ 

ohwuwa]^. To help you identic them* eadh |dcfti^ 
a6bocQ^>aiDM hy a due, Ihe first all-coiTeot entry wiU get a i >' 1: 




She was fast 
(right). Too fast 
for normal, some 
said 
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SPORTSWORLO is not responsible for postal delays. 
The winner WIN be notified by poet. 

In regard to interpretation of rules, the verdict of the 
Editor of Sportsworld is final. 

AlMrast your ontrios to: SPORTSWORLD ‘HOT LEGS’ 
QUIL AWUIDA BAZAR PATRIKA LTD., 6 PRAFULLA 
SARkAR STREET. CALCinTA>7M00l! 
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W HERE were 

Engli^’s stand-in 
captain, Alan 
Lamb and fomier s]dn)er 
David Gower tbe night 
behne England’s third 
day dide to defeat in the 
Brisbane Test? 

They were playing 

truant that’s what. Rnth 

Lamb and Gower were 
^tted at the Gold Coast 
casino whh bfliionaire 
Kerry Padcer and 
ex-ci^eter Tony Greig. 
It’s obvious that Packer 
has got over his heart 
atta^ since they were aD 
partying in the casino till 
1.30 a.m. 

The next day told a 
different story vdien both 
Lamb and Gower were 
curtly ticked off by 
manage Peter Lush. 
Lamb did a hustle when 
he tried to convince Lush 
that they had left the 
casino well before 
midnight. It didn’t work. 
The heavy partying took 
its toll the next day when 
Terry Alderman just 
ripped through tbe 
Ei^sh batting. 



Alim Lamb partylnj 

Ironically, the finest 
catch of the day was 
pulled off by Peter 
Cantrell, substitute for 


BUYAWmSKER 

Huge Premiums 


^%EOPLE who are 
lAamoosand 
A recognizable for a 
ontain part of theh' 
OBatomy go ahead and 
inaore it We have 
Me, who want and 
ioMired hia legs fm-a 
hogs sun and vasiotts 
othar Ug wigs, n^ 
Insure the parts of 

dmr body: and now 
we have Mere Huffhes. 
Mere the Swerve has 
gone ahead and 
insured Uw only thing 
f hat he is rooognisdUe 
for. Y«i gonUNM Iti IPs 


hismoustadw. 

‘Hm Ug Austrdian 
cricketing heaitthnfo 
lent hie whiskers e 
hageanomtof 

reepactalidtty by 

insniteg then tea . 
massivesnnof 
£200,000, after 
emMnuhig in a number 
of beer conmerdais 
fnateucllyhie 
nvourilesnaklthd'' . 
featured Ue fHMna 
hairy‘tradesnark'. 

. Walit Mare cant he 
Mareasfamea 
n eustad w . 
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GOLD AGAIN! 


foraadiaaMar 

Aussie David Boon, who 
had been nigbtclubbiDg hB 
three m the monnng 
hnnself! 


W EDDING bolls 
are going to be 
nnging in Payolli 
within the first half of 
next year At least that's 
what a little bird told us 
The bnde is going to be 
a certain Miss P T Usha 
Now don’t tell us you’ve 
forgotten her 
After her last 
(disappoinbng) public 
^ipearance, the Payolli 
Express had decided to 
call It a day and 
concentrate on settling 

down to the ngours of 
domestic life And the 
proposals have been 
flooding in The choice 
has finally been 
narrowed down to three 
an engineer, a forest 
officer and a police 
officer The forest officer 
(poor man) does not 
stand much of a chance 
as Usha is not too keen 
on spending her spare 
time in the middle of the 


lina Kinc 





P.T. Uaha; mm domesticated 


woods As for the 
engineer, he’s fine but it 
18 the police officer who 
takes the cake 
The mat is 

28-years-old, tail, dark 
and handsome Soever 
to Usha ’’I'm not saying 
anything,* shehasbiy 
adds So saying she 
breaks off mto peals of 
laughter. A sure 
giveaway that the officer 
might ha^‘arrested’ 


her attentions The 
man’s name is uknown 
Usha, a personnel 
officer with the Southern 
Railway has to go on a 
month's officers* 
training to Pa^that Once 
the training is complete, 
It’s straight onto 
wedding preparations 
anybme between 
MarefT'Apni, 1991 
We’re waibng 
impatiently for the cards 















t AST week on this 
p&ge, my erudite 
coIJesLgue Shevlin 
Sebastian wrote on the 
misplaced values of 
some young- Indian ten¬ 
nis players. Sebastian 
was correct to an extent, 
nevertheless a discus¬ 
sion ensued and he prop¬ 
osed that I write my view 
022 tho a»njo aubjoct. 

This is it: 

The very instant sport 
shed its amateur status, 
values changed. The 
corporate involve- 
ment and powerful 
media interest was 
seductive—money and 
image always is. Today 
the circuit is a dirty 
jungle of agents making 
deals in corporate mar¬ 
quees. It allows for 
situations where a 17- 
year-old Agassi and a 
13-year-old Jennifer 
Capriati had millions in 
the bank, of which only 
a fraction was actual 
tournament earnings. 
The awareness that 
young Indians have of 
publicity and the media 
might seem shocking. 
Perhaps it is. Yet for In¬ 
dians to be naive of such 
a reality would make us 
further backward in the 
way professional sport 
is conducted. 

Another issue, is that 
looking for sponsorship 
without achieving any¬ 
thing construes an in¬ 
correct attitude. But 
tliat is a belief based on 
the assurance, that 
achievement brings with 
it money and media 
attention, tn India that 
is untrue, for we do not 
possess the same reward 
structure that the West 
thrives on. There is no 
definite link between 
success and fame. For 
example, how much 
sponsorship and press 
coverage did world 
amateur billiards cham¬ 
pion Manoj Kothari 


rate? Not much. 

A further delicate 

queatioxi coziocrxie 

whether these players 
are in search of exoeh- 
ence, or fame and 
money. To begin with, 
are the two separable... 
to make money don't 
you require excellence? 
Or, let us put it this way. 
When a kid from Calcut¬ 
ta Gymkhana says he 
wants to be Boris Beck¬ 
er, is he thinking about 
driving a Ferrari or hit¬ 
ting a diving volley at 
match point to win a five 
set final over John 
McEnroe at Wimbledon? 
I believe he dreams of 
the latter. “Everyone” 
said Gavaskar “wa its to 


raise their standard of 
living”, and in profes¬ 
sional spoilt exocllenoe ia 

the key to that. 

An equally contestable 
issue is that of childhood 
and parental pressure. 
There will be many in 
agreement with the 
coach who told the pa¬ 
rent of a 8-year-old, 
“Take it easy. Let him 
enjoy his childhood". I 
am not. To start with are 
the assumptions that the 
•child is unintei^ested in 
becoming a champion. 
Nevertheless, to be a 
champion necessitates 
in many ways a lost 
childhood—it is one of 
the many sacrifices a 
player must make. No 
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parties, no distractions, 
a single focus .Stefano 
Capriati, for example, 
had his daughter Jennif¬ 
er doing baby sit-ups 
when she was six 
months old. That, is the 
edge. Taking it easy, is 
the road to mediocrity. 

Parents themselves 
are often motivated 
different eompnlaiono. 

In fact it Is surprising 
and good, in a sense, 
that Indian parents now 
believe sport is a sensible 
pursuit, a decent way to 
spend your life. Greed» 
for some parents, may 
be a possible reason for 
raising a champion, but 
surely not always the 
entire motivation. All 
parents want their chil¬ 
dren to be successful 
and are pushy—the real 
problem occurs when 
tennis parents put un¬ 
due pressure on their 
children, like physical 
punishment or public 
admonishments for bad 
play. 

It is worth remember¬ 
ing that for the parent, 
there exists the reality 
that after 8 years of 
effort and lakhs of 
rupees spent, there is no 
guarantee of their child 
being a champion. Out 
of the hundreds of 
thousands of Indian 
children who play tennis 
in India, very, very few 
earn a decent buck. That 
makes you wonder ab¬ 
out the greed factor. 

It is also true that to be 
one of those few, means 
extra effort, rt is an ex¬ 
tremely hard life and 
that extra inch of media 
coverage, that extra 
thoiisand of sponsorship 
money, can make a huge 
difference. 

As a tennis writer, I 
have spent hours watch¬ 
ing young Indian play¬ 
ers sweat. And all I have 
for them, is respect. 

numi Dn|nBBi 











O — 200 kmph — O 


Ir's a rough life for a chain 
Even before it w fitted on a bike 
Every two wheeler manufacturer 
carefully tests a chain first Undei 
trying conditions 

At speeds ranging from 0200 krnph, 
Start Accelerate Stop 
Again and again 

The reason for this is simple It's a 
Cham that makes a Dike move Ana 
drives those wheels to spin 
that way 

All bike manufacturers know that 
Whether they are Indian or 
IndO'Japanese You probably know 
It too 

That's the reason why you should 
always choose the chain which 
comes as original equipment on 
your bike. 


I product 


Diamond Super Chain. 

But why does every bike 
manufacturer choose Diamond Super? 

It's made by Tl Diamond Cham Ltd., 
in technical collaboration with 
Diamond Cham Co, USA 

It has very low elongation 
Undergoes surface hardening for 
longer life. Has thicker plares for 

greater strength. And is 

pre-lubricated ibr silent, smooth 
performance. 

With all this, chances are. you won't 
have to replace your original 
Diamond Super For a lone time 

But when you do, Insist on another 
Diamond Super Chain only. ^ 

And feel the power come back 
to you ^ 




SUPER® 

Some things in a bike should sttqrcnlginai. 
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Azharuddin with the Asia Cup 
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BAUWCE SHEET 

M.A.K. PATAU Dl TAKES STOCK OF THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
EVEN AS INDIA’S INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS END IN TRIUMPH 
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Excfusfve Shop. (Wholesale & retail) 
Royal Moction, 

Homeland Building, 

65 Hill Road Bandra (W) 

Bombay 400 050 Tel 6442771 


Korafa Distributor 
Fashion Wear, 

Shop No 107.C BIock, 

Jaihind Market Building. 
Tnchur680 001 Tel 0487-26977 
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Will be available soon at other stores. 



Price Shirts R$ 80 ' otmards Trousers Rs )25 onwards ^ 


Just complete the sentence and mail i( to us 

I have purchased HARTMAN because--- 

______■ IP not more than 15 words) 

PfiZBB: 1 HBrtriMfi, Trouaar, 1 shin and a pair of aocka. 

Last date for receiving entries is 3i 1 91 

I HAVE READ THE RULES AND REGULATIONS AND AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE 


[Signature . 


Clf O Pulaa and legulaiion Thare b no raoulrticm cm lha numbei of «iinaa The entry form 

ahouM be campleM m ell reapocli The flompwiy wrii not be n»aprmilUe for toes al enlnea.^^^^^fl 
or for poetei delay* The judgee deenwn wd be Imi and bmOng No emTwnunicatmn m Owe 
^ V regard w« be erwrleined 6wpleyee« al the oompeny erxl iheir reliitweft ore nor allowed ii> 

parboveia mi him ooniaat Ptim wiH be awarded to cxmlaalanU who aubmli iha beet eanteno^^^^H 
iaiii ofwy ahuufo ba e e uu n p emed by a purchpei bM at Hartman y ohm or tiwaaia 

Entrios to be oont to: HsUman Contast, 601 Carlton Court Bombay *50 
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■ I am wound up about it because 
it is a matter of life and death to 
me The game is a drug to me 
and I really can’t imagine being 
without It." 

JACK RUSSEl English" 
w'CKeeje" lus* Jefc'''0 Jit' s(^''ies 
ricains* Auslra >a 


«r ilw gaiM. i alNMd a draw to a 
eampMaly wtfWIna poaMon 
baoauaa 1 JiNt dIditH want to (day 

KASPAROV, anarlMdrawinthe 
24th and flrwi goma against 
Kafpov. Kaapt^ won ^ matoh 
thoti^ and pockeiad $1.7 miHion. 
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IhiM yw ftt cWofpiirtt(lfes Ihsl 

snw 4 iRi 0 f MilxMa 0 O$l'Or 
Isctc InwrtinoInQ ttiidoD dnmi 
%rtthoij! the acmch'o 

^ S04BNPIWMM|Km l|l 

llil ni nimiiBUni Hiiii iiih hiii itfiif 

'•aww^was ,|PB^nill^raigtw wwura^ RPP* 'saara wasaspa , 

dia US Oi^..S*asm tbibilih • 
yoar tito sito» ll^sialeSHl oniiha 


PCTE SAMPRAS dRar Ms Grand 
Slam Cup vieioiy. tggowas 
indaad a nnnarludito yoar tor Mm. 

' li 9 HWI l19V9s BWI flDDUi 

iMmlblllir IflMMHV Wtfi'.iCN^ Hilt' ; 

PfiflWMI ttMf 

'4iM|^wpMoiii» ’dwooliQM?# tonm 

■ 90 m9i^f ip90|pi9» Tw9y 

fftt tlpo idayar who had Mad ao 
haffdandluatfaitod." 

A BBC spoksaman on 
Qazzamania and on-wr^ Oazza 
was voted as the Sports 
PersonaHty ol the year by the 
viewers of BBC. 

* 1 tallane agrae that Maradona ie 
a trotdiJa fflahar, a hypocrite and 
a aowar of cNaeord.* 

EOtTORIAL in La Republica, a 
newspaper of Italy after the Italians 
voted Maradona the most hated 
mm in Italy. 


‘ A perfectly healthy man with no 
problems finds that his arms are 
very tired after a race. It's 
already a miracle that he has got 
20 per cent movement back into 
his arm. Sure I understand he 
wants to come back and race 
again and is keeping his spirits 
high, but I don t think he can do 
Formula One again." 

NELSON PIQNE^an hts 
coileagiH; Aiessand-'o Nannini aftc-^r 
the iatler arm was severed m a 
hencopte' cash and stitrned Dock 
on aqaif^ IncidentcJiy his iearri 
BenneT.)ti nas already lound a 
napiar.em'^^ni iri Robe do Mcoeno 
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OO Bow bad is Indian 
AiAiBoooerTFOor, aaya 
fomunr England 
numagar Boliiby Bobaon 
whoae team FSV 
BindhoTen totally 

deotroyod* 

repreaentatiTa Indian 
XI,7*0. Diapli^rlng the 
flair and taamwwk that 
liB8 won them so many 
trophios, FSV not only 
ravealad India’s lack 
Boooar mass but were 
also a trsat to araloh 


C ik He’s loat almost all 
U*thlBtitlea;lie’8 
struggling for ntnaaa; 
in faot tkara is nothing 
lafk of his daoafhlon 
smpire ezoept his world 

lao^.How long 

oan we go on balieving 
that Daisy Thompson 
has one more big 
performanoe left? 

8 Hie Asia Cup is over 
but the memorteB of a 
great one'day final ctUl 
remain. A photofeature 
on the tournament 
which finally gave India 
a taste victory. 
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QUEST COLUMN 


IMRAN KHAN responds to Desmond 
Haynes’ claims that PaKistan 
doctored the ball In their recent series 


DOCTORED 


t '■ . 




HaynM alKMitd l»k hit 
^iKWtort (Ambrose In 
picttifs) if ttisy have ever 
lifted the seem 


D esmond 

HAYNES, the 
seasoned West 
nmnilndies 
campaigner, and New 
Zealand's John Wright 
remain two of my 
favourite cricketers. Yet 
when Haynes accused 
Pakistan of cheating by 
doctoring the ball, I felt I 
had to correct him about 
what cheating really is. 

If Desmond felt he saw 
a few scratches on the 
ball and that was 
cheating, then what is 
lifting the seam called? 
He should ask his pace 
bowlers whether they 
have ever lifted the 

seam. Maybe he wiU gei 

a shock to find out that 
most of them have done 
so to varying degrees at 
some stage of their 
career. 

Indeed, some of the 
world’s greatest bowlers 
have been caoight on 
television lifting the 
seam of the ball. Yet I 
have never known a 
bowler being cautioned, 
or for that matter aball 










beingf changed because 
it was tampered with. 
There have also been 
instances where various 
substances like facial 
creams have been 
applied to add shine. 

Actually. I don’t blame 
Desmond for this 
controversy. His only 
fault is that he was naive 
enough to believe 
anyone could swing a 
cricket ball if they 
scratched one side of it. 

Not content with 
causing a huge financial 
loss by sending the 
weakest Test team to 
tour Pakistan (Sri Lanka 
included), the New 
Zealanders left our team 

oompletoly vuipropckTod 

for the West Indies after 
a one-sided Test series. 
Instead of admitting 
they had sent a 
club-standard team, the 
New Zealanders accused 
us of doctoring the ball. 

Consequently. Haynes 
was keeping an eye on 
our ball as if it was a 
hand grenade that coiild 
explode any time. When 
we won the first Test. 
Qibbs and Haynes were 
going to release a 
statement until they 
were shown the ball they 
had used. There was no 
difference as the rough a 
pitch had equally 
affected the two balls. 

Pakistan can swing 
the old ball and this was 
not the first time 
accusations have been 
made against us. At 
Lord’s in 1082. Pakistan 
capitalised on the rough 
pitch and swung the ball 
much better than the 
Englishmen. 

It is normal for VLB to 
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bowl on wickets where 
the ball loses its shine 
and becomes rough. We 
wet and shine one side, 
leave the other 
imtouched. and then 
reverse swing the ball. 
In other words, it 
swings with the shine, 
unlike the orthodox way 
when it swings opposite. 

The English bowlers 
struggled on two 
accounts. Firstly they 
were all seam bowlers 
who couldn’t swing the 
ball and secondly, they 
were trying to move it 
the orthodox way. In 
Paktetan 90 per cent of 
matchee are played on 
wickets where the ball 
neither bounces nor 
moves off the wicket. 
Therefore a bowler who 


Consequently, 
Haynes was 
keeping an eye 
on our ball as if 
it was a hand 
grenade that 
would explode 
any time 


cannot swing the ball 
never rises above club 
level. With the new ball 
losing its shine after 10 
overs, most paceman. 
mainly through lack of 
practioe. don’t know 
how to handle those 
conditions. It’s only the 
genuine swing bowlers 
who succeed, which 
makes the New Zealand 


manager's comment 
that anyone can get 
swing by roughinsr up 
one side of the ball 
sound foolish. 

The West Indies 
bowlers were reverse 
swinging the ball in 
Pakistan, yet the 
amount of swing was 
nothing compared to 
what Wasim and Waqar 
were extracting from 
the wickets. In Pakistan, 
you learn to bowl on 
low-bounce wickets and 
indeed I used to find it 
difficult on the bounder 
wickets like Perth. 

I am glad the whole 
issue will be raised at the 
ICC meeting. Some 
aerlouB claUns nave been 
made and I would like 
the Pakistan Cricket 
Board to present the 
balls used by both the 
teams for inspection. 

I don’t expect 
anything to come out of 
the ICC meeting except 
more frequent umpire 
Inspections of the ball in 
future games. But 
hopefully umpires will 
be just as tough on 
lifting of the seam as 
they would be on 
scratching the ball. 

However, on bare and 
hard wickets the ball 
will get roughed 
up—maybe a few overs 
later—just as on damp 
gx‘een wickets. No 
amount of scratching 
will make the ball 
reverse swing. 

Lifting of the seam 
will continue, perhaps 
not to the extent it is 
done at times, except in 
Pakistan and India 
where it is pointlras. 
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The glittering trophy in his 
hands, skipper 
Mohammad Azharuddin 
turns to accept the applause, 
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INDIAN CRICKErS 


BALANCE 

SHEET 


I SUPPOSE you cx)uld glean 
some joy at winning the 
Asia Cup. in spite of 
Pakistan’s absence. It 
came as a relief to 
everyone except those 
members of the BCCI who are 
thoroughly non-plussed with 
the financial position of the 
Boai‘d, and would have Uked 
the opportunity to improve the 
cash flow situation, without 
resorting to a self-destructive 
proposal of witholding the 
playera’ payments. 

Fortunately the President saw 
through this particular game, 
and the finance committee is 
now expected to present a 
more commonsensical and 
prudent proposal. 

Why on earth, an association 
with a huge turnover (though 
it does carry some dead weight 
like the domestic 
tournaments) has to tighten 
its belt when only a while ago 
it could afford to be expansive 
is a bit of a mystery. And a 
careful scrutiny could well be 
amusing, assuming that you 
have a special sense of 
himiour. 

But back to the Asia Cup. 1 
was amazed at the enthusiasm 



with which India’s victory was 
hailed. After all, India does 
have the strongest batting side 
in the game, and needed only 
205 to win, a total that was 
reached with considerable 
aplomb. 

On the other hand, the 
Indian bowling, as has been 
said over and over, is the type 1 
would not mind facing and 
that too without a helmet. This 
will give you some idea why 


M.A.K. PATAUDI 
EVALUATES 
THE ASSETS 
AND 

LIABILITIES 
WHILE FINDING 
SOMEWHAT 
THE SAME 
EQUATION 
IN THE 
REST OF 
INDIAN SPORT 
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The Indian 


bowling is the 


type 1 would not 


mind facing and 


that too without 


a helmet 
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^ domestic tournaments can 
,! become so misleading, where 
i scores of 500 and more are 
f commonplace, and you are not 
A given anywhere near the 
correct picture of a batsman’s 
true worth 

There is therefore an 
' attempt to restructure the 
: Ilanji Trophy; that is, to make 
it into more man one league 
(like English football) as well 
■ as make it more remunerative 
for the player. Since this is 
going to cost, the BCCI is 
desperately looking for 
sponsors. 

But whether you play a 
one-tier or a multi-tier system 
you will only produce 
mediocTity—more so with the 
bowling—unless you prepare 
better wickets and seriously 
consider playing with balls 
that are used in international 
competitions. These are 
slightly smaller, with the 
leather polished rather than 
glazed; they do not swing quite 
so promptly. If you plan on 
C'ompeting with the best, you 
have to be prepared for it. 

It is a malady that afflicts 
Indian sport in general. The 
reaction to the Indian 
performance—if I may term to 
so—at the Asian Games was 
predictable. The country was 
not amused; though liardly 
surprised. And as is the norm 
the participants and the 
cxjaches tried to convince us 
that it was the other’s fault. 

At ttie end of it all 
authorities like Milkha Singh. 
Suresh Kalmadi, M.P., Arun 
Pandyaof the 3.A.I., sundry 
politicians, experts, and well 
wishers have expressed their 
views, and suggested the 
remedies. You and I, being 
thorough sceptics in these 
matters, know fully well that 
none of these suggestions will 
be put into effect since the 
Government of India is 
preoccupied elsewhere. 



Milkha Singh is of the opinion that 
Indian sport should be given to 
the army to run 


though some may well ask 
where this ‘elsewhere’ happens 
to be. 

Milkha is straightforward. 

He says “Give it to the Services, 
more specifically to the army’’ 
thereby indicating that it is the 
only institution left which can I 
provide the discipline and | 

facilities required to miss an i 
Olympic medal by a fraction of ! 
a second. { 

Milkha could have been 
right—if even in a Umited 
way—25 years ago. Today the 
army has little to offer to the 
better equipped sportsman, 
who is no longer content with 
the relative security of an 
army job, the extra diet and 
the much sought after 
privilege of missing the daily 
foot slogging. 

Athletes like Sriram and 
Shivnath Singh foimd no 
comfort in a system in which 
their qualiBcations were 
unlUcely to fetch them 
anything higher than the rank 
of a Naik Subhedar, or 
encourage the jawan to 
compete on equal footing with 
the officer. Intermingling on 


the sports field (I am told) is no 
longer considered terribly 
healthy for the morale of the 
soldier. Well, I suppose times 
do change, but it seems a pity. 

Anm Pandya is in the 
process of evolving some long 
term schemes involving State 
Governments and 
sponsorship. Unfortunately 
most sponsors like to get their 
money’s worth of exposure 
and that too in quick time. 
Pandya is mming for the turn 
of the century to make his 
mark in the Asian circuit. I 
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reckon even if he sets off now 
and all goes well, he is being 
optimistic by a decade. 

In the meanwhile, Mr 
Kalmadi has hopefully given 
up organising marathons for 
himself and the over fifties but 
will continue to invite near top 
class athletes for our 
edification as indeed Russi 
Mom will continue to host near 
top class footballers. If 
nothing, it at leaet will 
continue to show the vast 
difference between India’s 
foremost sportsmen and the 


second or third rung 
foreigner. 

I Rnd it quite unbelievable 
that, in Delhi of all places, 
thousands sat through a game 
of football in which only one 
side played—^and that too 
when it wanted to. No Indian 
came within touching distance 
of his opponent, and while one 
agrees that entertainment is 
presently at a premium in this 
country, one can also carry 

Skipper Azhar and Manjrekar walk 
in after seeing India through in 
the final 


patriotism a little further than 
is necessary. What I mean is 
that if you are not prepared to 
pay good money to watch me 
play Kasparov, what pleasure 
can you possibly derive in 
watching India play against 
PSV Eindhoven? 

To do well interimtionally, 
no matter in which sport, you 
must learn your treide in 

conditions as close as possible 
to those that you will come 
across most often. For this you 
need foresight, organisation 
and finance: Need I say more?# 
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Despite the 
underdog status 
of Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh, 
India’s victory in 
the Asia Cup had a 
special 

sig^nificance. It 
showed definite 
signs of 

progress... especi¬ 
ally in terms of 
her batting might 
and Mohammad 
Azharuddin’s 
captaincy 
potential 


LAMOUR is not 
all that you 

ohould 

necessarily look 
for in every sporting 
tournament. If you do, 
you could be in for 
disappointment, not 
only because of the lack 
of big'time 

personalities, but more 
so because you may miss 
the actual significance 
of a tournament, which 
may be having its own 
special meaning and 
impact And, that is sad. 
if you truly are a sports 
lover. 

For the common man, 
the just-concluded Asia 
Qup was by no means a 
multi-starrer—an 
irresistable attraction. 
There was no Pakistan, 
in the first place And 
without Pakistan, as it is 
obvious. Asian cricket is 
sans half its firepower 
For except India, the 
other two participants, 
Sri Ijanka Bangladesh, 
are still second 
stringers. 

Yet, the Asia Cup had 
its own special 
significance. Despite its 
depleted, unimpressive 
and somewhat one-sided 
looks. India obviously 
held centi'estage like a 

domineering force far 

ahead of the others. 
Critics as well as laymen 
will attach much 
importance to this. But 
that kind of a viewpoint 
is wrong. Barring 
Bangladesh, who paid a 
heavy price for their 
penchant for 
‘international exjxisure' 
with total lack of 


preparation, India’s 
victory in the Asia Cup 

hod much groai«jr 

significance than just 
another win uveu' the 
permanent undt^dogs of 
cricket, Sri Lanka 
India's triumph was 
much more meaningful 
and valuable than just 
that 

Thereiisons p'lrslly. it 
would be absolutely 
v/rong to evaluate 
India’s mam rival in the 
tournament, Sri Lanka, 
on the same scale as ever 
before The Sn Lanka of 
today, in all fairness, is 
vastly different from the 
Sri Lanka of yesteryear 
Now, it is a remarkably 
strong side that travels 
out of the emerald 
islands Now, there is 
that unmistakable aura 
of resurging confidence 
about them, which 
steins from a new’ 
attitude of defiance, of 
refusal to accept their 
nearly unshakable 
underdog status. And 
of course fi*om talent 

Look at that 
irrespressible, ebullient 
young man Aravinda De 
Silva and his no 


The sense of 
overbearing 
mastery that 
Tendulkar 
showed in every 
innings that he 
played indicates 
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innings that he 
ployed indicates 
his future 
greatness as a 
leading, 
motivating 
influence on the 
team... 
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holds-barred defiant 
response to even top 
class bowling. In the 
three matches he played 
in the Cup, his haul was 
a respectable ] 26: with a 
highest of an explosive 
89 at Cuttack. 

It was indeed an 
honour for Sri Lanka to 
have a batsman in its 
rank who commanded 
so much respect from 
even their much fancied 
Indian opponents 
Coming in mostly at one 
down, he almost 
inevitably proved the 
stabilising factor in the 
consistent 

Ijankan innings And 

his oontempt for aiiy 

stupidity, any slackness 
on the part of the 
bowler, resulted in 
spectacular firewo r ks 
that dazzled. 

Quite similar to this 
irreverant approach was 
the solid, surefooted 
aggression of Asaiika 
Gurusinghe. If 
anything, his onslaught 
was more sustained and 
more consistent than the 
impulsive eruptions of 
Aravinda De Silva, 
whose sudden rushes of 
blood often cost him a 
big innings. But their 
defiance boosted the Sri 

Lankan morale in fa.cinp 

their celebrated . 
opponents 

Talking about morale, 
both skippers Arjuna 
Ranatunga and 
Mohammad Azharuddin 
have been exemplary in 

The Indian team’s 
victory lap: 
sure-footed approach 

towards the future 


their contribution to 
team spirit, simply by 
taking the right 
decision at the right 
lime. As well as doing 
the all important 
job“‘ performing. 

As far as India is 
concerned this <ispect 
has been a revelation, 
really After traversing 
through a long difficult 
terrain cif confusion, 
bitterness and 
acrimony. India has 
been happy to settle 
down under the 
reassuring inlluence of 
a captain who excielled in 
every area of his 
activity He batted 
cKccUently, with tho 
same original grace that 
characterised hia game 
when he made his 
sensational entry into 
big-time cricket and 
had been missing for 
disquietmgly long 

Just as his 
performance 
contributed to the 
Indian victory in 
concrete terms of nch 
knocks, averaging an 
impressive 94, his 
handling of the Indian 
bowling strategy paid 
rich dividends. 

This undoubtedly 
showed his ability to 
make the most of the 
limited resources at his 
disposal, as Indian 
bowling - despite the 
towering presence of 
Kapil r)ev —has become 
too weak to reassure any 
captain. Azharuddin. 
without any great 
expectations from his 
bowlers, and at the same 
time without the 









slightest trace of 
frustration, wrestled 
with the realities 
surrounding him to 
extract the best possible 
results, 

Kapil l^ev must have i 

been an extremely ; 

happy man that sunny 
afternoon in the Eden 
Gardens, joining the 

On©-duy trick chih. 

but glory be with the 
chief too For Kapil’s 
hattnck not only paved 
the way for the quick 
Indian victory, but also 
sort of endorsed and 
rewarded the skipper’s 
belief in his ageing 
colleagues, 

Ironically, enough, it 
was at the final of a 
One-day tournament 


that Kapil Dev seemed to 
have struck form. After 
a long spell of 
unproductive drudgery 
and painful criticism, 
Kapil Dev had, in fact, 
began to believe that it 
was his excessive 
participation in one-day 
cricket which was 
harming his bowling. 

“The biggoei faotoi* that 

has caused damage to 
my bowling is One-day 
cricket. Too much of it,” 
said Kapil, explaining 
how liis “original style 
has been severely 
affected. This business 
of keeping the ball in, in. 
and in, to check the runs 
has really changed my 
style. My emtswing has 
gone hay wire—that 


cutting ^ge, that 
tempting lure that used 
to force mistakes on 
batsmen and then make 
them fall to my pace no 
longer exists. There is 
no threat in my bowling 
anymore. Playing 
one-day cricket has 
grooved it into my 
system to bowl straight, 
otraight, Gtroight, 

within the stumps. I’ve 
become predictable.” 

Seen from that point 
of view. Kapil's sudden 
success should not cause 
as much optimism about 
his bowling as it is likely 
to do. The pundits may 
demand stiffer tests, 
more convincing procf 
of his return to form; but 
since there is no 


cricketing engagement 
in the offing, that 
question would now 
remain unanswered. 
However, the good news 
is that this season ends 
on a happy note. As far 
as Kapil is concerned, 
amid optimism 
Happiness also 
permeated from the 
smoutli, surc-foottsd 

progress that the 
youngsters showed. 
Sanjay Manjrekar, and 
Sachin Tendulkar 
certainly symbolise our 
greatest hopes about 
India’s cricketing 
future So far we have 
not had the slightest 
reasons to re-examine 
our expectations. Sanjay 
Manjrekar and Sachin 









VIDEOCON ASIA CUP STATISTICS 








Batted first 

Score (ovara) 

B a t e d 
second 

Score (overe) 

Margin 

Man of the match 

Bangladesh (T) 

170-6 / 50 

India 

171-1 J 36.5 

9 wkls 

N. Sidhu 

Sn Lanka (T) 

214-1 /49.2 

India 

178/45.5 

36 wkts 

A. Ranatunga 

Sri Lanka (T) 

249-4 / 46 

Bangladesh 

178-9 ! 45 

71 wkts 

Athar Ali Khan 

Sn Lanka 

204-9 ! 45 

India (T) 

205-3 / 42.1 

7 wkts 

M. Azharuddin 

Note: Teams in capitals for match winners; 




(T) signifies toss winner. 







BEST BATSMEN 





M Inn 

fto Runs. 

Ave 

HS 

Ather All Khan (Ban) 


2 2 

1 122 

122.00 

78* 

S. Manjrekar (ind) 


3 3 

2 112 

112.00 

75* 

Mohd. Azharuddin (Ind) 

3 2 

1 94 

94.00 

54^ 

A. Ranatunga (SL) 


3 3 

1 166 

83.00 

64* 

Navjot SIdhu (Ind) 


3 3 

1 144 

72.00 

104* 

Aravinda da Silva (SL) 

3 3 

— 126 

42.00 

89* 



BEST BOWLERS 





Overt Mdrta Rune Wkta 

Avga 

Best 

Kapil Dav (Ind) 


26.2 2 

96 9 

10.^ 

4-31 

R. Ratnayafce (SL) 


14.5 1 

58 4 

i4.a) 

3-24 

AtuI Waaaan (Ind) 


27 0 

104 S 

20.86 

3-28 

S. Jayaawiya (SL) 


20 1 

91 3 

30.33 

2-39 

OempIlMl by Raw Kant Srivaatava 
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Both skippers 
Ranatungo and 
Azhoruddin hove 
been exemplary 
in their 

contribution to 
team spirit, 
simply by taking 
the right decision 
at the right time. 
As well as doing 
the oil importont 
job—performing. 


Tendulkar are just 
going great guns, 
dovetailing so well into 
each other's as well as 
their seniors’ ganieplc-Ti 
And most i-emarkable r>f 
all, the sense of 
overbearing mastery 
that Tendulkar shcjwed 
in every innings that he 
played in the recent past 
indicates his future 
gi'catness as a leading, 
motivating inHucncje on 
the team 

If this sounds like 
premature 

crystal-gazing into the 
distant futun^of a 
Sachin Teuduikar era, 
well, evtJii though the 
future IS not for us to 
see, nu!*tunngsufh 
visions js cerUiiuly not 
wild imagination. 

So the point IS for all 
the underestiinytion 
that the Sri Lankans 
suffer, India's victory 
over them for the Asia 
I C u p shou 1 d n oi be 
\ 5 1 i ghtc-ci at Cl 11 On th f.- 

! one hand, Sri Lanka has 
! given a good account of 
themselves by even 
beating India, while on 
llK' other India's Asia 
Cup campaign was 
memorable for its own 
positive signs of 
progress. 

BySUPRAKASHGHOSHAL 

PHOTOGRAPHS NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 















QUESTIONS 

111 boxing'. 

. wiiat cloot; C’old 

cock’d' lower the 
boom’stand for? 

Which city is 
. known as the 
‘Texas of European 
football'? 


ill which he was 
seen winning the 
Wimbledon singles 
title, although he 

liidii'l win the 
Wimbledon singles 
title in l eal life? 

8 Who comes 
* next in the 
following series 


Bill Ponsford, 
Doug Walters and 
Alvin 

Kallicharan,.. 

9 In which 
. sport did 
Pericles, the 
renowned ancient 
Greek emperor, 
win the gold medal 


in the ancient 
Olympics? 

Only three 
. players 
have scored in the 
final match of two 
diffei’ent World 
Cup scxjcei' finals. 
Two of them are 
Vava and Pele Who 
is the third? 




S W’hich boxer 
. played the part 
of Mr. John Gully 
in the film ‘Royal 
Flash, in which he 
liad a fist fight with 
Oliver Reed, who 
played the role of 
Bismarck? 

4 To whom did 
. Muhammad 
Ali address these 
words: “This is the 
bear hunting 
season, you big 
ugly bear. You are 
the chump and I am 
the champ." 

5 Which 
• Argentine 
soccer star became 
famous as tlie 
‘Blond Allow 

6 Which tennis 
. player 

desci ‘1 bed t wo great 
accomplishments 

111 hifj hie a,.s Dim. 

When he started 
playing tennis and 
two wlien he 
stopped playing 
tennis? 
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Which tennis 
• playe-ii' wlio 


was also a novelist 
and poet outside 
the court acted in 
the film Plajeers'. 


'W: 




RATmeiEST 


ABOVE IS; Wish you won part of oor quiz teom. 
Between 10 and 13: Not too bad. 

Below 10 Sportswortd reading mcoimiiended 

Alt answers sent in by the contnbutor. 


AHSWERS 


1. It is the time when the opponent is knocked out 
with a single blow. 

2. Barcelona. 

3. Henry Cooper. 

4. Sonny Liston. 

5. Alfredo Di Stefano. 

6. B|om Borg. 

7. Guillermo v^Uas. 

6. Mohammad Azhaniddin. All three cricketers. 
have scored centuries in their first two Test 
matches. 

9. Wrestling 

10. Paul Breltner of West Germany. 

11. He would be losing a game or contest 
intentionally. 

12. Daley Thompson, Great Britain. 

13. Severiano Ballesteros, Spain, 

14. Australia's Dennis Lillee, 

15. The best allround boxer at the Olympic Games. 
He may or may not be a gold medal winner. 


THIS quiz NAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 

minhIiaum. 

QUARTER NO. d/12, 

ROAD NO. 2, 

WATERTOWEROUARTEBS, 
PATNA-800 001 


What 

X . would a 
sportsj-naii doing: 
if ho worf^ 

'tanking:’? 


•4 ^ Who is tlie 
X ^ e only athlete 
to be Olympic 
champion, world 
champion, 

Common weal th 
champion and 
Kluropean 
ctiampion? 


M o Which 
X O • famous 
golfer, when asked 
why lie didn’t have 
only one girlfriend, 
said, “That would 
be like playing in 
the same golf 
course ail the 
time.” 


-4 yf In January 
X^. 1983, Ian 

Buttiam won a 

horserace against 
anotiier famous 
cricketer at 
Adelaide’s Glol>e 
Derby Raceway by 
three yards. Name 
the other cricketer. 


M pr Who is 
X O • awarded 
the Val Barker 
trophy? 
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UE$T COLUMN! 



T he 

recently retired 
Prime Minister, the 
Rt Hon. Mrs 
Margaret Thatcher, 

Mp. began her campaign 
to continue as leader of 
her party with the 
widely quoted view that 
‘There will'be no 
ducking of bouncers, no 
playing for time. The 
bowling’s going to get 


hit all round the 
ground.’ 

Without wishing to 
draw attention to the 
doubtful wisdom of not 
ducking bouncers, the 
strategy of bringing 
cricketing metaphors 
into political discussions 
clearly does not work. 
Her ex~depu\.y Sir 
Geoffrey Howe described 
her policies as ’Rather 


like sending your 
openiJ ig batsmen to the 
crease only for them to 
find, the moment the 
first balls are bowled, 
that their bats have been 
broken before the game, 
by the team captain.’ 

This displayed no 
greater knowledge of 
the working of our 
summer game than the 
words of his former 


boss. You have got to be 
a pi'elty stupid batsman 
not to notice that your 
bal is brc>keii until ‘the 
moment the first balls 
are bowled’, and then to 
try to blame it on your 
captain. 

And at what moment 
is it that the first baJls 
are bowled? In most 
games of cricket 1 have 
seen, only one ball is 
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bowled at a time. For the 
sake of our sanity, it is 
obviously essential that 
we all do our best to keep 
cricket out of politics, at 
least until a cricketer as 
good as I.x3rd Home is 
once again our Prime 
Minister As David 
Umpire Dickie Bird, in the 
company of his country's 
cricketers, has been 
invited to lunch at 
Buckingham Palace 


GraVeney once so 
memorably said. 

‘Cricket shouldn’t be 
used as a political 
football.’ 

But I fear we would be 
fighting a losing battle. 
After all. there was more 
good news for the 
political-speech-writing 
fraternity recently, with 
the revelation that 
ball-by-ball 


commentaries on Radio 
Three are not to be 
scrapped when the 
frequencies change later 
on in 1991. Cricket has 
been seen as an essential 
source of material for a 
good political speech for 
even longer than the 
TMS team has been 
eating cakes. 

Many years before 
Mrs Thatcher tried to 


use cricket to score 
political points, HH the 
Jam Saheb of 
Nawanagar, Prince 
Ranjitsinhji. was 
routinely using 
cricketing metaphors in 
his public utterances. He 
used to say things like 
‘Both on easy and 
diiTicult wickets, the 
princes of India have 
tried their beat to play 







with a straig^ht bat for 
the Empire/ 

As some of the Indian 
princes, the Jam Saheb 
himself always 
excluded, were among 
the worst batsmen ever 
to play first-class 
cricket, I am not sure 
that Ranji’s comment 
was as noble as he would 
have wished his 
listeners to believe, but it 



was what the Empire 
wanted to hear. 

And in 1059, The 
I Times published a 
leading article in which 
it pointed out that Mr 
Khrushchev 'has done 
most of the bowling and 
the West has been 
stonewalling/ This 
predated by a quarter of 
a century Mrs T’s view 
that Mikhail Gorbachev 


series in Australia, and 
also have to deal with 
their own leadership 
crisis as Graham Gooch 
nurses a hand as 
stitched up as Mrs 
Thatcher was by her 
backbenchers. The 
Lord's Taverners, whose 
reception at Niimber 10 
gave Mrs Tliatcher the 
unfortunate idea of 
talking in cricketing 



Does Robin Smith have 
the makings of a cabinet 
minister? 

is a man with whom she 
could have played 
cricket. 

The England team 
now face their own 
struggle to win the 


metaphors, are not 
travelling en masse to 
Australia for meetings 
with Prime Minister 
Hawke, so with any luck 
the confusion between 
politics and cricket will 
not spread any further 
than it already has. 

However I have 
noticed a few new straws 


in the wind over the past 
week or two which 
worry me. It seems that 
some of our cricketers 
are prei>aring 
themselves for political 
careers as rapidly as our 
politicians seem to want 
to qualify for a slot as an 
expert summariser on 
the Test Match Special 
team. 

Did you notice, for 
example, that Dickie 
Bird has been invited to 
lunch at Buckingham 
Palace*^ Perhaps he will 
be our next Prime 
Minister but one. Or that 
Robin Smith has asked 
for permission to come 
back to Britain in the 
middle of the tour? And i 
why does he want to 
leave the sunshine of 
Australia behind for a 
few days, and put up 
with the snows and rain 
of England? To spend 
some time with his 
family, that's why. If 

ever I hecLrd a, political 

Statement, that is it. 

Why did Sir Norman i 
Fowler leave the 
cabinet? To spend more 
time with his family. 

Why did Nicholas Ridley 
try not to resign? 

Because he was on 
record as saying that he 
did not want to spend 
moi*e time with his 
family. If Robin Smith 
ever becomes a cabinet 
minister, he will be one 
of the first already to 
have his resignation 
statement worked out. 

The only hope for 
England to avoid the 
vultures from now on is 
by asking that all future 
Tests, like leadership 
ballots, should be at 
least a three-way affair. 
Then, even if England 
cannot hit the bowling 
all around the ground or 
even play for time, we 
might win by virtue of 
the number of second 
-preference runs. • 
wtftocN immiv 
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PSV EINDHOVEN 

TOURS INDIA 










PHOTOGFIAPhS R KUMAR 


Facing page: The wise 
old man of world 
soccer—Bobby Robson 


ISCO is a fine 
company. No 

aurprise, 

since Hussi 
Mody is a 
fine man. 

But they did 
not have to 
spend Rs 40 lakh plus 
for Bobby Robson to 
come to India and say. 
’*Not a single Indian 
player impressed me. 
From what Tve seen 


today, India is way 
behind international 

etandarde'*. I could Have 
said the same thing, and 
it would have cost TISCO 
merely a phone call. 

When I read the 
cumulative score of the 
first two matches—PSV 
15; India 1—to my Uncle 
Stanley, he asked are we 
playing football or 
volleyball? All we are 
getting 18 a new 


dimension to the word 
embarrassment. When 

Indiu. for example, 

scored its lone goal in 
Bangalore, the crowd 
reacted like as if we’d 
put a man on the moon. 
A bad joke. 

Bobby Robson says on 
his first day, “The 
Indian players know 
more about us than we 
know about them”. Well. 
Bobby, the Indian crowd 














T ata iron and Steal 
Company (TISCO) 
organisers of Super 
Soccer, has a turnover 
of Rs 2.200 orores and 
a reputation of being 
the epitome of 
efficiency. But the 
way, they organised 
the PSV Eindhoven vs 
India XI match at 
Delhi, would have had 
founder Dohrab Tata 
turning in his grave. 

PSV arrived in Delhi 
without visas. The 
organisers had not 
stressed that India is 
not an EEC country, 
for which no visas are 
required. Customs 
officials at Delhi 
understandably were 
upset at this lapse. The 
organisers had to 
work overtime to get 
temporary visas at the 
airport. 

At the official Press 
conference to meet 
Bobby Robson, the 
names of the IT Dutch 
players were not 
prtwided, in spite of 
repeated requests. 
Whilst Romario’e 
absence was noted, 
there was no 
information about the 
missing Dutch World 


Cup defender. Berrie 
Van Aerie. No wonder 
some newspapers 
included Van Aerie in 
the squad. This 
occurred in spite of a 
publicity but^t of Rs 
50 lakh for the Super 
Soccer series. 

The Press 
conference was a 
disaster. It was a free 
for 8dl, with children, 
bank officials, friends 
of PROS and all and 
sundry joining in. 
Whilst sports 
journalists were 
restricted to one 
question each, 
children were allowed 
to ask aU sorts of 
irrelevant questions. 

The unkindest cut of 
all was at the match. 
The organisers could 


not oo-ordinate at all 
with the technical . 
officials. Erroneous 
team lists were 
provided. The numbers 
on the Indian teams 
were unidentifiable. As 
the line-ups supplied 
were wrong, the Public 
Address System 
notably made wrong 
announcements. 

Rumanian star, 
Gheorge Popescu was 
not even listed though 
he played from 
beginning till the end. 
For 30 minutes the 
AIR and Doordarshan 
wrongly identified the 
PSV players. 
According to the list 
supplied by the Tata 
Steel Sports 
Foundation, Zambian 
left-winger Kalusha 


Rajiv Gandhi is 
introduced to the players 
in Delhi 




Bwalyawaamadea ' 
C^mch, Jozef Chovaneo, 
Ironically, Coovaneo 
was not even playing 
in the first hi^. Suc^ 
ikus pax are surely a 
poor reflection on 
Tatas organisational 
capabilities. 

At the end of the 
match, no information 
was given about Bobby 
Robson’s after matcAi 
comments. The errors 
in the team lists were 
also corrected by the 
initiative of the media, 
who sent a man to the 
PSV beiMjh to correct 
the team list. The 
organisers should 
realise that 
international football 
is no Samantha Fox 
jamboree. 
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knows more about your 

playoro, than, our own. 

Theyll tell you when 
Eric Gerets was bom, 
and what van Bruekelen 
eats for lunch, but they 
sure won’t be able to 
-identify Swamp Das and 
Everest Gollado in a 
crowd. International 
exposure be damned, at 
least India should play 
its best team. And if this 
is it, boy, have we got a 
problem! 


The Super Soccer 

oonoept is euooessfiil in 
only two spheres; 
exposing India's soccer 
frailness and giving the 
aesthetes in the crowd, 
an opportunity to watch 
one-sided excellence 
close up. It’s like Boris 
Becker playing S. 
Fazaluddin. You can 
appreciate Becker’s art 
in itself, nothing else. 
For any sport to be 
entertaining and 


exciting, a contest is 

rcqxiirod. In that oontest 
Super Soccer fails 
miserably. 

The solution is 
alarmiiigly simple: 
bring two teams. If PSV 
were to play Liverpool, 
the match would retain 
it’s exhibition statue, but 
it would be a feast of 
contrasting styles of 
equal efficiency. With 
club honour at stake and 
winning being 
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everything these days. 

tho teams would take it 
easy, only to a point. 

The counter argximent 
to this would be that 
cliche of ‘denying 
Indians international 
exposure’. Hogwash. 
What are the Indians 
learning from these 
successive 

humiliations? Nothing. 
Super Soocer teams have 
be^ touring India since 
1984 and there has been 








Hat intematiMMi 

foottMrilbacoinavefy 

defenshM? 

No it hasn’t become 
very defensive. Goals 
are very difficult to 
come by since world 
football defenders 
have become much 
more intelligent, 
quicker, they even 

think quicker end aws 

hard to score agfainst. 
Tactics are such that 
teams play with an 
extra player in 
defence. As both 
teams do It, it is 
difficult to score. 

What wet the diffsfen ce 
between football in yow 
daytMaphqrerand 


Inmydaysaea 
player, in the 1950e 
and early 60sa 
manager’s job was 
easier. He had to only 
oonoentrateon 
keeping the players 
pnysioaaynt.Now 


In modern football, 
the need to win is so 
paramount that the 
enjoyment seems to 
have gone. Baggio 
was transferred for 
8 million pounds. 

Nobody is worth 
that much 


“The enjoyment in motlern football 
seems to have gone” 


PSV manager Bobby Robson 
speaks to Novy Kapadia 


we are totally 
professional. We have 
to devdop a player’s 
attitude, 
temperament, 
chaxwjter and skills. 
Each player has to be 

dealtwith ‘ 
individual^. 
OaaOQkfne is different 


from Shilton in 
attitude and approach 
to the game. Being a 
manager now is a full 
time job. You have to 
remain up to date 
with new trends. I 
enjoy my job with 
PSV but my best days 
were as a player with 



Pulhaia. In modern, 
football, the need to 
win is BO paramount 
that the c^c^rment 
seems to have gone. 
Exorbitant transfer 
fees nowadays are 
mindboggling. 

Baggio was 
transferred for 8 
million j^unds. 
Nobody is worth that 
much. Most of the 
money goes to the 
club with the player 
getting a fraction. 

But high finance is 
robbing the joy of 
football. Nowadays, 
money from football 
is generated from 
sponsorship, whereas 
in my playing days, 
clubs depended on the 
paying public. 

Would you like to 
comment on supervision 
in the World Cup? 
Referees should not 
be afraid to give a 
harsh deoiskm, but at 
the same time, 
referees Should apply 
oommonsmase and 
have to be oarefni 
about red and yellow 
cards. I thought that 
at Italia'90, they were 
too Uheral with toe 
cards. They have ts be, 
sure that it is a red 
card. FIFA told them 
to be strict with 
playere but cards ■ 
must be shown only if 
itlsalegitiinate , . 

offence. There were 
some bookings in toe 
1990WorldCnp . . 
whidhwere 











with FtFA't 

^^iyiPQ|NHSw ••0 wNNH) 11)0 

fMRpfttatB make the 
frt ne e Mr m ^w? 
Theruteeand 
ihjflpolttttans 
fbottiell have stood 
'-<1^ tMt d tiniA, thay 

185 years old. 
i^ouaoahe 
goalsooring too eaey. 
BaiEdtotball for 
instnoce. scores axe 
92 or 105. There 
should not be too 
many e^oals. It will 
Cheapen the sport. 
Football is an 
excellent sport and 
you have to preserve 
its simplicity. So 1 do 
not approve that 
gfoals^vetobe 
widened to make the 
game more attractive. 
If you extend the 
g(^, matches would 
end with ecoree oT 
15*8 but it would not 
necessarily make the 
match more exciting 
and attractive. 

What would make 
I football a better pme to 
watch? 

Skilful players like 
Pete, George Best, 
Maradona, Bobby 
Charlton. Gullit, 
Gascoigne, Scdiillaci 
and Cryuff. Players 
with personalities 
and charisma will 
: draw the crowds to 
Ithegjime.Oreat 
I idsym are those who 
I'Sxd'Saira^ . 
[ocmfiortstito with the 
ihsU, dsn trap the ball 
ht aB isni^, dribtda 

iiBldaw^eaae, 
msstsr of every 
tedhnlque. Mowadaye 
ere uee the hall a lot in 
iUmhaingsadlam 
^nine sinful idaysrs 
'd^'SihergB. 
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a remarkable lack of 
improvement in Indian 
Boooer in that period. 

So that equation doesn’t 
hold. 

The Indian players 
would pcobahly sulk if 
denied the opportunl^ 

to play such teams, but 
so timid and aweetruok 
has been their reaction, 
that you feel they're on 
the field only to tril their 
grandchildren 20 jrears 
hence, that, Iplayed 
against Erwin Kaaman, 
kiddo*. Only problem is 
if the kid turns around 
andsaye, ‘And whatdid 
you do, Grandpa?’. 

Much aUmoe in ths 


house that day. 

Thera is growing 
evidence in fact that this 
'intemarional exposure’ 
hype is actually 
pounter-productive. The 
endaarrassmeat has 

beoonae ao nnpelatabte 
that, prior to the 
Calcutta matoh. Subrata 
Bbattacharya was heard 
Baying,’’We will not lose 
by more than 3 goahi, 
even if it BMsaa stMKduts 
dMianoe,8taiuIingstill. 
on the ground watting . 
northern tooome'uplo 
cmr teridtory. Tbenmi^. 
start our game. When 
wesense danger . 
Sven kkdE the bpU.cUtef ^ 


the ground and do 
anytiiing possible in the 
world to stop them finom 
aooring’. Now that 
dosent sound like a man 
interested in a learning 
experience, now doee it. 
More a fiMir of being 
thrashed.. 

T180p>]nay have tiie 
lest laugh by painting to 
the eimamoae crowds 
that have fkxdced to 
these matohee. Yet. ths 
issue Is not pubUoity but 
miderisinmontjmd , 
tlpFdtotiwlhB'aMi.'Of v- 















^ OOM. 

£ BA-BOOM.’ 

• The floor is 

made of 
ceramic 
tiles that are 
the colour of buttermilk. 
‘Bip-bip. Ba-boom.’The 
walls are marble 
halfway to the ceiling. 

*Baba da boom. 

Baba-da-boom.’ There is 
chipping plaster* and 
water pipes all around. 
‘Bip-bip. Boop-ba-boop. 
Boom. ’ And mirrors and I 
stalls and a long wooden 
bench. ‘Ba-boom. 

Bip.. .bip... babadaboom. 
Ba-boom .ba .boom.’ 

In the faded elegance 
of a dressing room 
underneath the stadium 
of the Buenos Aires lawn 
tennis club, Guillermo 
Vilas waits to go 
upstairs for another 
tennis match, Waits and 
sits. Stands and dances, 
Sings and taps a small 

oticU. 

T should have been a 
Brazilian,’ Vilas says 
‘How fantastic they are 
with the music. 
Unbelievable So natural 
with the music. You go 
into a bar and there they 
are drumming and 
tapping on everything. 
Ba-boom. 

Ba-ba-da-boom. Metals, 
wood, the floor, the 
chairs. They click 
glasses and spoons and 
fill the bottles at 
different levels so they 
get the different notes. 
Bip-boom. They become 
a band. People singing 
and laughing and 
dancing on the tables. 
Ba-bo<^m. 

I fly away with the 
music.’ Vilas continues, 
now working on the 
marble and the pipes. 
3oop-bip-ba-boom. Yes. 
sometimes I wish T was 
making music. I spealc 
to Burt Bacharach in 
Caracas. He said he went 
1 crazy listening to the 
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Brazilians. He said he 
will come here and I will 
go to California and 
meet the big guys. My 
songs will be love songs. 
But not for lovers, you 
know? Love songs for all 
people. I want that. Yes, 

I want to make music.. I 
will...I know I will.’ 

The rcoaon 

professional tennis has 
established itself as one 
of the big sports of the 
’70s is that it has grown 
far and wide and 
variegated enough to 
have at its highest level 
such desperate 
personalities as Jimmy 
Connors. Bjorn Borg 
and Guillermo Vilas. 
Though much has been 
made of their diversity, 
the notion persists that 
Connors and Borg are 
not so dissimilar after 
all It is Vilas who is 
different. Vilas, the 
poet. Vilas, the 

rojn«.ntic. Vil«u5, the 

mild bull of the Pampas. 
Though probably 
lacking the raw ability 
of his two rivals, Vilas 
may have the greatest 
appeal to the public. 

Connors has earned a 
reputation for nastiness 
while wearing his heart, 
not to mention his 
middle finger, on his 
sleeve. Conversely. Borg 
is well mannered but 
exhibits no recognisable 
human emotion past a 
wink. And although 
they have performed 
prodigies on the tennis 
court, they are sadly 
deficient in the suciaJ 

graces and general 
knowledge. Indeed, it 
sometimes seems that 
they went directly from 
childhood to manhood, 
while cutting classes, as 
it were, in the lessons of 
youth. Perhaps that is 
why, in their press 
conferences and public 
utterances, Connors. 25, 
and Borg, 21, can 















express themselves only 
in jock rhetoric or 
downrifflit baby talk. 
Conversation? Forget 
con vei-sa t ion They don’t 
know what conversation 
is If all the nets of the 
world suddenly were 
ripped asunder by Darth 
Vader. Jimbo and 
Bjorny would have to 
t^e to the streets 
selling sausage. 

This is not the case for 
25'year-old Vilas. 
Besides being one of the 
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U iriac 

deserve¬ 
dly has taken 
credit for the 
technical and 
mental 

hnprovenMHits 
in Vilas’s game 
since he joined 
upwithhim 
permanently in 
1976. Other 
players sense 


three best tennis players 
in the world, Vilas is a 
published author of 
prose and poetry. He has 
written a screenplay and 
collaborated on songs to 
be recorded in 
Argentina. He is a 
philosopher, a musician, 
a reader, a thinker. Even 
if Vilas’s book of poetry 
were nothing more than 
recipes for 'carbonada 
criolla’ and his musical 
notes badly off-key; even 
if his Renaissanoe-man 


VHas with TIrfac. When 
TIriac Joined up with 
him he changed hie 
image as well as his 
game 

z-eputatioa is based on 
nothing more than 
‘phantom depth’ as one 
touring pro charges, 
that is besides the point. 
On his own the man 
reads, writes and 
composes, and he does it 
for only one reason. The 
self. Himself. 

Vilas is bright, 
handsome, articulate. 

He is honest, witty, 
sensitive. He makes tons 
and tons of pesos. You 
might not want your 
daughter to marry a 
tennis player, but 
Guillermo Vilas you’d 
approve of 

This is a 

simplification, of 
course Vilas’s passion 
for the aesthetic, his 
artistic iiatui e, derives 
in large part from the 
circumstances of 
coming from a broken 
home and from the hurt 
inflicted by incessant 
reference to him in the 
Argentine press as a 
loser and ‘the eternal 
second’. ‘I am a very 
complicated person to 
get involved with,’ Vilas 
says. T am not easy to 
know on a superficial 
basis.' 

Significantly, the two 
men who say they know 
him best—does anyone 
know Guillermo Vilas 
weii?—disagree on the 
subject of Vilas’s state of 
mind. 

‘Willie is, you know, 
counterclockwise,’ says 
\ Luis Alberto Spinetta, 
\Argentina's leading 
jazz-rock musician. ‘You 
tell him what’s white, 
he’ll tell you what’s 
black. You act hard on 
him, he’ll be sweet. It’s 
all reversed. He’s 
contradictory. But he is 









For a time Bjorn Borg 
and Vllaa became fast 
friends, but as Borg 
started defeating Vilas 
regularly, the 
friendship waned 

yoving’, a champion, 
sensible. He has fun. His 
future is now. He has 
found the world 
already.* 

Arturo Romero, who 
was Vilas's roommate 
duriiif^ law school at 
Faculdad de Derecho y 
Ciencias Sociales and 
now serves as a kind of 
secretary for his friend, 
demurs. Travelling is a 
lonely time for 
Guillermo', says 
Romero. 'He has no 
home left, but he needs 
the charm and closeness 
of the family. When you 
force Guillermo to 
think, he's pessimistic. 
Because he's not happy, 
he must discover a place 
to settle and find peace 
The problem is 
Guillermo dc^K^sn’t find 
his peace.’ 

There art? other 
contradictions. Vilas 
has said that money 
means nothing, that he 
‘plays for fame’. But last 
year he entered an 
astonishing 34 
tournaments (winning 
21), played 153 matches 
(winning 139) and 
earned $434,065 in 
tournament prize 
money, an all-time 
record. He plays and 
plays and pleys and 
plays. He also won the 
$300,000 first prize in 
the Colgate Grand Prix 
bonus pool, as well as an 
additional $30,000 in 
the season-end Masters 
showdown in New York 
city, for a year's total of 
$764,065. That is quite a 
bit of fame. 

And Vilas's interest in 
only the fame of the 
Masters title is suspect. 
He cabled Colgate before 



the tournament to ask if 
they could send his 
$300,000 down to 
Buenos Aires ahead of 
time ‘for tax reasons’. 
(There were no tax 
reasons: tennis players 
are taxed where they 
earn their money.) 

Moreover, Vilas 
resigned or, rather. Ion 
Tiriac, the br«Joding 
Romanian vdio is Vilas’s 
friend, aide, mentor, 
agent, cornerman, 
coach and general 


manager, resigned both 
of them from the 
Association of Tennis 
Professionals last 
spring (over a petty 
gossip ’tern in the ATP 
newspaper) Vilas was 
the only major player 
who refused to sign a 
pledge not to play 
exhibitions in conflict 
with ATP-sanctioned 
tournaments this 
season. As a result, this 
winter and spring Vilas 
(whom Tiriac has come 


to refer to as T, the way 
fight managers say. 'We 
fought so-and-so’) has 
D€>en lazing around, 
playing in only a few 
tournaments. He does 
appear in a whole lot of 
exhibitions For fame? 
For money"^ 

In defence, Tiriac 
argues that Connors, 
Borg, Hie Nastase and 
other big names have 
been ‘collecting 
guarantees on contracts' 
from Lamar Hunt's WCT 













tour, and that his man 
either deserves the same 
largess or else should be 
left alone to make up the 
cash in exhibitioiis 
‘Guillermo is bored 
witli deals I make/ says 




' ;v':" 


tired/ 

Be that as it may, 
Vilas, or Tiriac. or those 
spinners and weavers 
from Fila, the Italian 
clothes manufacturer 
that makes Vilas’s 


year—to reach that 
many finals and win 
that many 
tournaments—was 
extraordinary / says 
Ashe. It's trivial to 
complain that he hasn't 









Tinac ‘Ho doesn’t want i 
to lieai’ alxjut them j 

Anyway. money is not a 
factor with these guys 
any more It j ust depends 
on who wants t.o win 
This guy won non-stop 
last year. God. we're 


two-tone outfits, or 
somebody, must be 
yawning all the way to 
the Buenos Aires 
Savings and Loan. 

Arthur Ashe puts in a 
word for Vilas ‘What 
Guillermo did last 


Guiltermo Vilas glides 
aggresively Inloa 
backhand vofiey 


played much this year. 
He must have accouin^ed 
for an extra 50.000 
spectators in the last six 
months of each season. 
He more than supported 
the tour/ 

This season the tour 


has had to make do 
w! thout Vilas. After 
inj uring his ankle at the 
Masters in January, he 
rushed home to rest for 
nearly three months 
before gingerly 
venturing back into 
competition, in which he 
has been rudely beaten 
by a whole draw sheet of 
players. But this 
appears to be another 
typical Tiriac 
production, go slow, 
practice hard, work like 
a pack mule, thci^ sneak 
up on everybody in the 
world's big clay 
championships * this 
week's Italian Open in 
Rome and next week’s 
Frenc'h Open m Pans 

Tiriac deservedly has 
taken credit for the 
technical and mental 
improvements in Vilas’s 
game since he joined up 
with him permanently 
in 1976 OUier players 
sense his influence on 
Vilas’s pei’sonality as 
well There was a time in 
South Africa, after Vilas 
had lost a long point, 
when he appealed to the 
chair that coughing 
spectators had disrupted 
his concentration. The 
umpire allowed a r’eplay 
Last spring during the 
Davis Cup match 
between Argentina and 
the US, American 
representatives accused 
Vilas of arousing the 
crowd to use drums, 
bugles and whistles. 

‘Tiriac is the guru and 

Tiria-c’s forte is 

gamesmanship/ says 
Ashe. 'We know not to 
give Guillermo anything 
on the court because 
he’ll nail you if he can. 
He has come to the 
superstar point. He 
plays on that image of 
the romantic poet, but 
he uses the grand 
gesture the way 
Newcombe used to in 














MimiiittrtfiArA 

arrivadonthe 
American clay 
drcuita 
powerful^ 
m-handed, 
fully fledged 
new star and 
anomaly; a 
flashing-eyed, 
head-bmided 
South American 
who didn’t moan 
and comidain at 
line calls and 
didn’t even 
seem to lose 


influencing* an 
inexperienced linesman 
Newk got away with it 
because he was Newk. 
This guy can do it 
because he is Vilas.' 

The ‘superstar' hasn’t 
been conceived who 
would avoid exploiting 
such an advantage Still, 
ffir Vilas to engage in 
such gamesmanship 
seems totally alien to his 
image. ‘Guillermo used 
to be wai*jn and 
friendly’, another player 
says, ‘Now he has a 
singleniindedness that 
wasn't there before He 
IS all business, and cold. 
I wonder if he really 
enjoys the sacrifices he 
has had to make because 
of Tiriac. To reach the 
top, he has had to 
become less human, a 
lesser person. But to 
win, he had to be.' 

A story under Vilas’s 
byline in the Buenos 


Aires newspaper La 
Opinion last November 
had asked for Vilas’s 
impressions of the 
earthquake in 
Argentina the day 
before in which some 80 


stairs and into the street 
where he had joined his 
frightened neighbours, 
wrote: 

It [the earthquake] was 
most lamentable, but 


like a pack of cards in a 
matter of seconds. An 
earthquake belongs to 
natural law. Nature is 
irreversible Just as much 
for physical and psychic 
phenomena. If 
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Vilas with the men’s 
singles trophy. He won 
the French Open in 1977 


people had been killed. 
Heavy tremoi s had been 
felt in parts of Buenos 
Aires. Vilas, who had 
been awakened from a 
sound sleep in his 17th 
floor apartment and who 
had rushed down the 



foreseeable. It’s within 
the percentage of things 
which have to happen. 
Fervently, therefore, 1 
think that many times 
one feels oneself to be 
secure, and suddenly, 
one’s world falls down 


reconstruction is 
necessary, I pledge to 
contribute my grain of 
sand, playing 
exhibitions gratis, 
always on condition that 
in the scheduling of 
them, the dates that 











tennis leaves me free are 
ti^ien into account. This 
for me is a sacred pledi^e 
which I plan to honour. 

Friends say the 
exhibitions were Vilas’s 
idea, the proviso about 
free time was pure 
Tiriac. 

Foi' alK)ut a-s long' as 
thert; hae* boon, an 

Argontiiia, there has 
been 

foot ball— soccer—in 
Argentina. 

Neighbouring Brazil 
has won the World Cup 
three times, and now 
Buenos Aires is 
preparing to host that 
event. There have also 
been renowned fighters 
from Argentina—Luis 
Angel F'irpo, Oscar 
Bona vena, Carlos 
Monzon—but not until 
Guillermo Vilas arrived 
did sports take over in a ’ 
big commercial way: 
T-shirts, sporting-goods 
stoi'es, that sort of 
thing. I 

For a time he and Borg 
became fast i 

friends—Vilas bought 
an apartment in the 
same condominium in 
Monaco in which Borg 
lived, the two practised i 
every day and they ate 
meals together. But 
Borg was on the verge of 
his engagement to 
Mariana Simionescu, 
while Vilas was 
surveying a field of 
international wonder 
women, including a 
‘MiB£3 World Beauty’, 
32-yeai‘'Old Mirta 
Massa As Borg began to 
defeat Vilas regxilarly 
and Tiriac entered the 
picture, their friendship 
waned Yet Borg’s 
dominance in their 
matches— 1 2 wins to 
four, lifetime—while 
attributable in part to 
his greater consistency, 
is probably as much a 


result of V ilas’s lack of a 
killer instinct against a 
friend. As Tiriac says of 
hjs ward. ‘This guy is 
not capable in life to kill 
any ’ 

Guillermo Vilas was 
not bom in a 
manger - or on a tennis 
court. Like any other 
Argentine kid, he grew 

up Iciolting a football. 

Vilas's father, 
preferring that 
Guillermo play 
something more 
white-collar, took him 
into the Club Nautico 
Mar del Plata, of which 
he was the president, 
and hired a local barber 
named Felipe Locicero to 
teach him tennis. 
Locicero remembers, ‘On 
the face of the little boy 
were signs of deaf' 
protest.’ But the little 
boy learned the game 
Later, when the elder 
Vilas wanted his son to 
become a lawyer, it was 
too late. Guillermo was 
hooked on tennis. He 
was playing in national 
and then international 
tournaments. And he 
was winning. In law 
school Vilas met the 
boisterous Romero, who 
came from the province 
of La Pampa. Of 
Romero, a notorious 
playboy, a friend once 
said. ‘At 2 a.m .. Arturo 
is not thinking the night 
is young, but. rather, 
the night is born.’ 

The two got along 
famously—talking for 
hours over bottles of 
Sidra, Argentina's 

apple-champagne 
drink—when Romero's 
carousing did not 
interfere with Vilas’s 
studying. Romero 
recalls Vilas coming 
home miserable from 
class every day. ‘One 
night’. Romero says, 
‘Guillermo came back to 
the room, threw down 
his books and nearly 
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cried. “This is not my 
life,” he said “This is not 
ray life.”* 

The law was too 
square,* says Vilas. 
‘Rules, more rules. You 
had to have the same 
opinions as the 
professors. Nothing 

ever was flexible 
enough.’ 

But tennis. Well. 

‘I remember when I 
started tennis, it was 
considered a sissy 
game.’says Vilas. *We 
used to walk down the 
street and hide the 
rackets in our bags. 
Every boy whistled at us 
and called us queers. 
But I liked the creativity 
















of the game. A tennis 
player could create more 
than a painter. Create 
combinations of things. 
Nothing was secure. 
There were the variables 
of the racket, the 
surface, the weather, the 
opponent, the spin and 
; speed of the ball. Where 
you were. Who you 
were. For me this was an 
unbelievable attraction. 
When someone said, 
“Come, go to court/* it 
was like saying, “Come, 
paint/* Only better. 

So Vilas left school 
forever. In 1973 he 
began his voyages 
around the tennis globe. 
The following summer 


uiNermo 
use<lto 
be warm and 
friendly,’’ 
enether player 
says. "Now he 
hasa 

snqslamindedn- 
ess that wasn’t 
there before. 


there arrived on the 
American clay circuit a 
powerful, left-handed, 
fully fledged new star 
and anomaly: a 
flashing-eyed, 
head-banded South 


American who didn’t 
moan and complain at 
.linecalls, didn’t 
temperamentally quit at 
the slighest hint of 
trouble, and didn’t ever 
seem to lose. 

The press did not 
kpow what to make of 
tms scraggiy-nairea 
strongman who wore 
sash belts, POW 
bracelets and macaroni 
necklaces while quoting 
Neruda and 

Krishnamurti, whoever 
they were. 

‘I am the No. I 
sportsman in 
Argentina,' Vilas told 
everybody. ‘Of course in 
Argentina we don’t have 
many sportsmen.’ But 
the Argentine magazine 
Gen to soon abandoned 
its cover-girl format to 
feature Vilas, and a 
taped tennis 
match—Vilas vs Fillol— 

was shown on Buenos 
Aires television for the 
first time. 

At the end of 1074 
Vilas pulled off the upset 
of the decade when he 
won the Masters on 
grass in Melbourne, 
sometimes playing in 
125'^ heat as he ripped 
through John 
Newcombe, Onny 
Parun, Borg, Raul 
Plamirezand Nastase. In 
1975, Vilas beat a fading 
Rod leaver at Boston by 
6-3, 6-4, after which 
Laver said, 1 saw a groat 
player out there.’ 

His press clippings 
made Vilas’s 
countiymen expect too 
much. Because hiS 
baseline game had been 
born on red dirt, he was 
vulnerable to an 
^.ggressive charger, and 
he was still beset by 
familial problems. Vilas 
kept winning all his 
matches—except the big 
ones. 

After his 


embarrassing loss to 
Orantes at Forest Hills 
in 1975, Vilas turned to 
Tiriac. For all his gruff 
and bluster and Count 
Dracula’s reputation, 
behind Tiriac’s hirsute 
countenance is one of 
the game’s most 

perceptive minde. Tiri&o 

never got enough credit 
when he was honing 
Nastase’s brilliance into 
marketable victories and 
he finally wearied of 
Nastase’s selfishness. In 
Vilas he had a lesser 
talent but a more pliable 
student. 

It took time. ‘For 
Nastase, tennis was all a 
game, all play / says 
Tiriac. Tor Vilas, it is 
work.’ Vilas worked 
hard, four, five, six 
hours a day of running 
and exercises and 
hitting balls. 'I make 
him run when he is very 
tired,' says Tiriac, ‘I 

make him stretch 
muscles when he is very 
cold Vilas strong? I play 
ice hockey. 1 think 1 am 
strong. If we arm 
wrestle, this guy snap 
my arm off quick. Laver 
strong? This guy snap 
Laver m two pieces,’ 

Vilas's strength is a 
source of wonderment to 
his fellow pros Ashe 
says he was practising 
with Tiriac and Vilas in 
Australia once and had 
to stop out of sheer 
exhaustion. ‘Guillermo 
trains like nobody I've 
ever seen / says Ashe. 
Tiriar? trampolines those 
balls to the covners and 
yells, “Run, run. run”, 
and Vilas runs. He’s not 
naturally gifted, you 
know. The kid Is such a 
brute, he just muscles 
his way to the ball 

Finally, in 1977. came 
the breakthrough, with 
his victories in the 
French Open, the US 
Open and hie Grand Prix 
records. • 









ENCOUNTER 



Monica Seles meets swimming sensation Janet Evans 
and learns that some sports pay while others don’t 


ONICA 
Seles 
showed 
the 

perfect 
timing 
that wins her lots of 
money playing tennis 
when she chose to 
switch from Superdome 

lu Supurd rome last 



fortnight in Australia to 
call in on Janet Evans at 
the sixthWorld 
Swimming 
Championships 

For the theme of the 
day was money, or 
l ather lacik of it. A day 
pass was arranged for 
the Yugoslavian tennis 
player, who was 
pt;r8uaded to accompany 
the press to the 
American team 
conference in hut SW 7. 

Seles had come to n\evX 
Evans, the winner of 


three g<dd medals at the 
Olympics Games in 
Seoul, and of whom she 


is a “giadinirer"’. On 
seeing Matt Biondi, the 
Californian who stands 
6ft 7in tall, she said “1 
wanna meet him, too.’* 
She did not have to wail 
long 

Biond i was asked 
whether the five gold 
medals he won at Seoul 
luid helpjed him 


financially. He took the 
question as his cue to 
serve to Seles. “As the 
person sitting over there 
knows only tcxi well, 
some sports attract a lot 
moi*e money than 
others.” 

Love-l 5? Not so. Seles, 
in Perth for the Hopinan 

Cup, smiled knowingly 

and nodded. There 
would be no contest, no 
challenge. She even 
agreed that part of the 
vast amount she and 
others in ”big-nioney 
sports” pay in tax could 
go towards an aid 
programme for minor 
sports which, she said, 
“are often much more 
exciting” 
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For that reason, 
however, she suggested 
those sports should not 
rely on wealthy rela ives 
but find their own way 
in life by selling 
themselves rather better 
than they have done 

Biondi had already 
said as much, “IVe done 
better than the others 

because I got out of the 
swimming market and 
into the Olympic 
market. You should not 
have to win seven 
Olympic medals to 
attract support.” 

He cited the case of 


David Berkoff, known as 
the human submarine 
for his backstroke start 
of more than 30 metres 
underwater, who owed 
$10,000 by the time he 
stopped swimming after 
winning a gold and a 
silver medal at Seoul 

“Kids finish college 

and find they have to 

freewheel it on their 
own,” Biondi said. He 
and his team*mate, Tom 
Jager—both are world 
record holders, Bondi at 
100 metres and Jager at 
50 metres 

freestyle- -have set their 


own wheels in motion by 
starting the 
Dash-for>Cash sprint 
series in America. 

The two take on local 
sprinters with 
prize-money for victory 
and bonuses for records. 
Earnings have been 
about $12,000 a time, a 

lar^e suin to a winiior 

“People said swimming 
is not a spectator sport,” 
Biondi said. “We do not 
believe that, and at 
Nashville [place of the 
first 50-metre dash) we 
showcased our sport We 
had more than 4.2 


“As the person 
sitting over there 
(Seles) knows only 
too well, some sports 
attract a lot more 
money than 
others”—Matt 
Biondi 



million people watching 
swimming on television 
across America.” 

Biondi knows that 
dashing for cash will not 
help the many in the 
sport wlio are not 
sprinters, nor most 
swimmers, who can 
peak physically only up 

to three times a year 
MikeBarrowman, the 
American whose world 
record of 2min 11,53 sec 
at 200 metres 
breast-stroke is one of 
the most impressive in 
the record books, owes 
about $5,000 “Whenl 
get home, Tin m real 
trouble,” he said. ‘T can’t 
say whether I’ll be 


around by Barcelona 
11992]. If things go on 
as they are. I'll owe a 
fortune. I can’t even get 
the bus to training 
without the help of my 
parents and the bank ' 
The same message 
came out of the 
Australian camp, 
although sport has 
received a 

multi-million-dollar 
injection of state money 
into all sports over the 
last two years. Glen 
Elousman, the favourite 
to win the 1.500 metres 
freestyle, described his 
situation until a year 
ago as “desperate”. Ht.* 
now has a private 
sponsor and is doing 
“hne" 

Among the Britons 
here, many rely on 
Sports Aid Foundation 
grants which, Ijecause f>f 
swimming's amateur 
rules, iiave to go into 
trust funds Karen 
Pickering, of Ipswich, 
had “just a pound left 
before leaving for Perth 
on December 16. 

Evans does well by 
swimming standards 
with a $20,000 college 
scholarship and private 
sponsorship, with tlic 
promise of much more 
on retirement She could 
have had much more 
now but for what Biondi 
described as *‘a big 
bureaucracy in which all 
want progress but no 
one wants any damn 
change'". 

In Australia, at least, 
bureaucracy seems tr. 
count for little, or 
perhaps money does talk 
after all. As peKiple 
without passes were met 
by unsympattieic barrier 
attendants, Seles drifted 
in, flattered Evans, 
agreed to come and 
watch her race and 
drifted out with a smile 

Craig Lord, Perth 

Courtesy TheTtnries London 










ALL IN THE GAME 



Cheating Prospers 


Among Mmors 

T his one is about athletics who judge their 
age. Like that bearded guy on TV you saw 
competing in the sub junior section. 

Rarely are they detected and action taken 
against them. At Thane, in the jtmior national 
athletics meet Ahmednagar’e Bhushan Gavli 
transgressed the stipulated age limit, when he 
came second in the long jump, in the boys’ 
Under-12 section. 

Gavli’s joy was, however, shortlived when he 
was detected to be overage by a certain Dr. 
Pramod Kol^. Dr. Kolge, who X-rayed Gavli 
(sport in India is going hi-tech) found that the 
boy was definitely 15 years or over. Said Dr 
Kolge.'The X-ray of the left elbow (AP lateral) 
and the palm showed that he was over 15. ’’ He 
supported his claims with some real confusing 
biological fundamentals: “His pisiform bone 
whic3h appears at the age of 11 and fuses 
between the age of 15-18 was already fused. 
Also the external epioondyle and the internal 
epicondyle appeared to be fused.” 

The AAFl t(M had caught many athletes 
cheating in similar ways at the national 
championships, but they were let off easily, a 
few even donning Indian colours. 

Is the state government determined to check 
serious cheating? Or is the complicated 
procedure of detection putting them off. 


"ChessAlnd Soccer II 


Widexiing The Discussion 

W E never run short of prople who try to 
change existing sporting norms, rules 
and regulations and put forward 
ridiculous r^mmendations of their own. The 
controversy over the widening of football 

goalposts still FagSB and will talcs soms tims to 

die down. 

A certain Mr. James Metiyard of London has 
now come up with a novel idea of putting the 
stalemate over draws in chess, to an md. Tb 
add strength to his argument he has cited 
FIFA’s idea to widen the goalposts so that more 
goals can be scored, hfetiyard forwards the 
idea that the chess board could be redesigned 
with 10 horizontal squares replacing the 
original eight. That way. more wins could be 
attained. 

Is the World Chess Federation listening'* 


Female Fears 


Of Male Locker Rooms 


team, sne nad gone 
there to do a story. 
The theme; locker 
room goings on. 

A harassed lisa, 
subjected to 
tremendous 
embarrassment took 
the players to court. 
After much 
negotiation—in and 
out of court—a 
settlement was 
reached upon 
whereby the National 
Football League had 
to shell out $22,500 
The Patriots had to 
shell out another 
$25,000 for 

"instructional 
materials on 
responaihle dealings 
with the media.” 

Interestingly, 
before the incident 
the Patriots had 
played who games 
and lost one. Th^ 
postCXssnftaeoo 

»MX3nl isnhBsdefMits 
andnowixiB. 



E ver heard of 
female reporters 
entering male 
locker rooms? In 
America, yes—female 
journalists are given 
the same privileges as 
their male 
coxmterparts—but 
sometimes American 
football players 
demonstrate that 
they are not very 
happy about it. 

Idea Olsen, a 
reporter for the 
Boston Herald was 
harassed in the lockecr 
room by four or five 
players of the New 
England Patriots, an 
American football; 















S TA»TIN <1 thl. 
weak, wo ue gaiaig 
k) «eai»llos ft latte—. 
jPdteuMano-iodlii— 

« test jou ftftft temHift- 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HANO 


rteidy. iiiiiioo. 
Prom hero, move jour 
left leg out end turn 00” 
to your left and go into 
the een-Jrateu-dftehi 
etenoe while perfbnning 
ft gidsn-fiftnu with the 
1|^ land. Then, 8tq>- 
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die {nxscdi with thd right 
himd even ee you go 
eia4cu<Bu-da^< 




The 3rd At) India Full 
Contact Karate 
Tournament for the Oyama 
Cup will be held on 19/1 /91 
attheNetajUndoor 
Stadium, Calcutta. Gracing 
the occasion will be the 
Grand Master of 
Kyokushinkaikan karate 
Masutatsu Oyama as wall 
as a team from Japan 
consistinp of shihan Kaoru 
Takagi, sempai Akira 
Masuoa, sempai Kerui 

Midori and oompai Otncnin 

Sotodate 


Relax In mokso 


Get ready In yoi 
































Ijaft Crow'Sports FM 


P erhaps 
A ndre 
Ag^assi will 
make an 

appoarance 

at 

Wimbledon next year. 
Perhaps he will not. It is 
difficult to predict what 
Ag^assi will do next, 
though the strong 
probability is that 
whatever Agassi does 
next is likely to irritate 
somebody, somewhere. 

Agassi is different; 
and thank Ood that he is 


different,” Boris Becker 
has said, pointing out, 
for those who cannot see 
it for themselves, that 
tennis, in oommon with 
all professional 
entertainment, requires 
a varied cast of 
personal! ties^light and 
shade, in order to 
flourish. 

The popular image of 
Agassi as a John 
McEnroe without the 
talent is a false one. 
Aside from such 
unsavoury incidents as 


spitting in the direction 
of an umpire at the 
United States Open last 
year, and using swear 
words bsnoath his 

breath, Agassi is small 
time in the league of 
tantrums. While it is 
true that be does not 
have McEnroe’s touch 
with a racket, that 
probably could be said of 
every player who ever 
lived. But Agassi can 
play, and he is also 
something of a 
maverick. 


Agassi is flash; some 
would say superficial. A 
glance at his 
day-glo tights is 

suffioisnt to oonlirm 

that he intends to be 
noticed and that Las 
Vegas is a suitable home 
town. He also has 
cheeky features, almost 
cherubic when 
cleanshaven, which can 
be xnoulded into 
expressions of 
innocence when he 
describes the custodians 
of the sport as '*bozos'* or 





advises them what they 
can do with tlieir $6m 
Grand Slam Cup. 

It has been sueirested 
that Agassi and his 
packaging is a reflection 
of what professional 
tennis has become, with 
its inflated prizes and 
self-centred 
practitioners. There 
may be a degree of truth 
in this, though it seems 
pointless to pillory a 
court jester while 
leaving the rulers of the 
kingdom to tut-tut in 


Jeff Crow/Sports Fife 


the wings as if none of it 
was their responsibility. 

The big mistake would 
be to take Agassi out of 
context and invest him 
with too much 
importance. Although 
fresh enough to cut 
through jaded 
opposition tc win the 
ATP Tour World 
Championship in 
Frankfurt, he has yet to 
win a Grand Slam 
championship, losing in 
the finals of the French 
Open and the United 


States Open this year. 
Perhaps 1991 will be his 
year. Perhaps not. He 
has designated 1992 as 
the year of the big 
breakthrough, 
reasoning that by then 
he will have developed 
the strength and 
experience to make a 
felling impact. 

Already there are 
signs of a heftier eerve 
and greater control in 
his powerful forehand 
shots. Although dressed 
for pantomime, Agassi 


Polite and 
personable, Pete 
Sampras, quickly 
discovered after 
becoming the 
youngest male to win 
the US Open, that he 
did not enjoy 
carrying the excess 
baggage of fame 


has considerably 
reduced the 
showmanship that cost 
him points through lack 
of concentration on 
what really matters on 
court. In time he may 
even deign to play in the 




four Qrand Slams, not 
Just two, maturing* into 
a player who 
aoknowledges that all 
the world's a stage. 

Tennis ought to have 
learned to cope with 
types, realising that one 
Nastase, one Connors, 
one McEnroe, one 
Agassi and, indeed one 
Ooiroii lva.ni9<^vic, ia ixoi 

only acceptable but also 
good box office. 

Ivanisevic, the tall, 
talented left-hander 
from Yugoslavia, is 
Europe's best hope of 
extending the era of 
success in the men's 
game achieved by Bjorn 
Borg, Ivan Lendl, Mats 
Wilander, Boris Becker 
and Stefan Edberg. The 
problem with Ivanisevic 
is that, unlike the 
aforementioned, he has 
not yet discovered how 
to control his power and 
his temper, and how to 
keep his concentration 
through the various 
phases of a xnatch, when 
a change of tempo can 
unhinge the unwary. 
Otherwise he, not 
Becker, could have 
emerged to contest this 
year’s Wimbledon final 
with Edberg. 

Tlie Americans, who 
only a few years ago 
were beginning to 
despair at the thought of 
life without Connors and 
McFJnroe, in terms of 
performance if not 
personality, are 
reiuvenated. and not 
tinly because they have 
regained possession of 
the Davis Cup Setting 
aside Agassi, as some 
would like to do. Pete 
Sampras. 19, and 
Michael Chang, 18. have 
each won a Grand Slam 
singles championship in 
the past two years, and 
David Wheaton, 21, has 
the potential to join 


them. 

Sampras, whose 
serve-and-volley style is 
tailored for the 
Wimbledon lawns, has 
reached a critical stage 
of his career. Polite and 
personable, he quickly 


discovered after 
becoming the youngest 
male to win the United 
States Open that he did 
not enjoy carrying the 
excess baggage of fame. 
Although the msjoT 
performers employ 


people to assist with this 
burden, crucial 
decisions still have to be 
made, based on sound 
advice. Playing 
tournaments when 
ir^ured is not a smart 
move, nor is it 
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necessarily 
advantageous to chop 
and change coaches. 

The most encouraging 
aspect of a sport riven by 
politics on the men’s side 
of affairs is the 
replenishment of the 


women s game. 
Dominated for so long 
by two players. Chris 
Evert and Martina 
Navratilova, and then 
seeming to be on the 
point of a taJce-over by 
one, Steffi Graf, a bevy 
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.. .Agassi is small time in the league of 
tantrums. While it is true that he does not 
have McEnroe’s touch with the racket, 
that probably could be said of every player 
who ever lived. But Agassi can play... 


Monica Seles, 17, 
and Jennifer 
Capriati, 14. could 
delight crowds for 
years to come, and 
Gabriela Sabatini. 
20, now that she has 
given an attacking 
dimension fo her 
game 


of young talent has 
emerged to give depth to 
major tournaments and 
to promise a lively 
future. 

Monica Seles, 17, and 
Jennifer Capriati, 14, 

could delig-ht crowds for 

years to come, and 
Gabriela Salu^ttini, now 
that she has ^ven an 
attacking dimension to 
her game, has ample 
time, at 20, to add to the 
United States Open title 
she won in September. 
Not one of these players 
wears day-glotights. 

John Roborts 










A SWAN SONG 
FOR SHILTON 



T hey turned out in force at 
wintery White Hart Lane to 
honour England’s 
record-breaking goalkeeper. 
The players, that is 
The public, not unreasonably, 
took the view that Peter Shilton 
has earned enough in 20 years as 
one of the game’s tx'st-paid 
professionals not to need the £15 
demanded for the dubious 
privilege of watching 
international performers of 
varying vintage run through 
their party pieces in this 
half-paced pantomime. 


Shilton’s testimonial committee 
had wanted Wembley for the 
game. They should be- grateful 
permission was not forthcoming. 
Twelve thousand souls dotted 
around the famous old stadium he 
came to know so well would have 
been more embarrassing for the 
great man than the six goals 
Chelsea put past him. 

This premature swan 
song—Shilton will play on for at 
least two more years—took the 
form of a low-key exhibition. The 
word match is a misnomer when 
tackling is non-existent. 


After 125 appearances for his 
country few would begrudge this 
master craftsman an emotional 
farewell, but what was wrong 
with the World Cup? Shilton 
deserved to be remembered on the 
grand stage, not at the centre of 
some tawdry who-cares-who-wins 
sideshow. 

In terms of atmosphere it made 
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Kenilworth Road seem like the 
San Siro. The players never got 
out of shuffling gear, but then it 
was all about pounds rather than 
passion, and no one was going to 
risk injury on an expenses-only 
basis. 

Bobby Moore named among the 
England substitutes, preferred a 
seat in the press box to one on the 



bench. He was never a bad judge, 
old Mooro. 

George Courtney, in 
laissez-fairemood, refused an 
obvious penalty when Michel 
Platini pushed Paul Gascoigne off 
the ball, but insisted on a 
modicum of seriousness when 
Kent Nielsen flattened David 
Platt, and Gary Lineker beat 


Even though the sinews 
are rusty and the joints 
creak, the very presence 
of superstars like 
Osvaldo Ardiles (left) and 
Michel Platini (above) 
was enough to make the 
occasion special. Adding 
his youthful flair was 
Carlos Valderrama (far 
left) and it all left the 
beneficiary Peter Shilton 
(top, left) a little 
emotional 

PMOTOOHAi’HS COLOnSPORT 


Thomas N'Kono from the spot as 
emphatically as he had to spare 
England’s blushes against 
Cameroon six months ago 

Terry Butcher, misplacing a 
back pass, allowed the beneficiary 
to display an ability beyond many 
men half his age in saving at 
Roger Milla’s feet. 

Milla, king of the road in Italy, 
looks to be nearing the end of it in 
his 39t.h year, and there was no 
sign of the spectacular finishing 
which illuminated the World Cup. 
He lasted 45 minutes before 
giving way to a wrinkly of similar 
vintage, Ossie Ardiles 

Even Gsizza. was s victim of the 
ennui, for onoe leaving the triuks 
toothers, with the notable 
exception of a typically audacious 
goal. 

The inevitable welter of 
substitutes saw Kevin Keegan 
take the field after 72 minutes, 
with the self-deprecating aside, 
“Bring on the midgets”. He scored 
immediately with a diving header. 
It was that sort of game 
JoeLovEjoy 

I r-e I'xIfipMndonl 








In one of the most intriguing and exciting World 
Championship duels, Gary Kasparov overwhelms 
Anatoly Karpov once again 









E very ah needs a Frazier, 
every Navratilova, an 
JEven, every sport a 
rivalry. It is, quite 
simply, the very essence 
of sport. It gives a sport 
life, character, intensity. And in 
Lyons. France, in the last weeks of 
1990, the world witnessed what 
may be the end, of one of the 
greatest rivalries any sport has 


darkness, something evil and 
alien’*. Karpov, a communist 
deputy in tne supreme soviet, and 
holder of the Order of Lenin, 
reacts more restrainedly,**! think 1 
should invite him into the law 
courts”. 

Both have spent the best years 
of their lives trying to defeat the 
other so drastically that he gives 
up playing. For every one of those 


By the time the next title match 
comes around in *93 he will be 43 
and younger men such as Oelfand 
(82). Ivanchuk (21) and Anand 
(21) may well have overtaken him. 
He will have a hard fight to 
quall^ as the challenger and 
Kasparov will still be in his prime. 

Karpov was slated to lose this 
match by a three or four game 
margin according to experts. In 


ever offered, 

Kasparov versus Karpov. 

Garry Kasparov, 27, has 
dominated world chess in the 
same flamboyant way Ali 
dominated boxing. He finally 
defeated his great rival Anatoly 
Karpov. 40. by the minimum 
possible margin, 4-3 with 17 
draws, in their fifth world title 
match in the last seven years. 

Seldom, if ever, have two men so 
openly detested each other 
without recourse to homicide. But 
then they have been trying “to kill 
each other” on those 64 black and 
white squares for someth!^ like 
700 hours and 144 championship 
games. 

Kasparov, a Jewish Armenian 
anti-communist refusnik from 
Baku, Azerbaic^an derides Karpov 
dramatically: “A creature of 


700 odd hours spent playing for 
high stakes, they have spent 
something like five or six, 
cloistered in their respective 
hideouts with, their seconds 
probing each other's weaknesses. 

They have both hired top class 
Grandmasters, psychologists and 
para psychologists. There have 
been bizarre rumours that Karpov 
uses amphetamines and Kasparov 
has an Oedipal complex. Set -onds 
have switched camps and 
apartments have supposedly been 
bugged. 

Now Kasparov leads their 
“lifetime match” 23-s.O with over a 
hundred draws. Decisive yes. 
thoAigh hardly drastic. But this 
was probably the last chance for 
Karpov to win back the world title 
he held with such distinction from 
*76 to *86. 


the event he played wonderfully to 
improve his rating in defeat. 
Karpov, in fact, has played better 
since losing the world title in *65 
than he ever did as champion. 

He was the moral victor of the 
first half of the match in New 
York’s Hudson Bay Theater. 
Though they came to Lyons. 
France, tied 1-1 with ten draws, 
Karpov could well have been two 
or thiree games up at that stage. 

Kasparov’s increasing political 
activism and his displacement as a 
resAilt of the anti Armenian ariots 
in January *90. may have 
distracted him. But in Lyons he 
Binglemindedly played as only he 
can play. 

Though the match was played 
out in order to divide the $3 
million prize money, in effect 
Kasparov retained the title with 

















two ^ames to spare. He cx)uld also 
have won by a larger margin but 
the motivation in the last two 
games was clearly lacking. 

Game 13 featured Kasparov 
using the Grunfeld Defence, as he 
often does and Karpov reacting 
with a pet exchange variation The 
game was drawn without much of 
a struggle. 

Game 14 featured Kasparov 
sticking to the King Pawn 
Opening that he had prepared for 
this match with white. Many 
speculations had been made about 
the possibility of his switching 


back to the Queen Pawn with 
which he is generally supposed to 
be more happy. 

He played the Antique Scotch 
Opening that has not been 
employed at this level for a 
century Karpov equalised easily 
and held the draw. 

Game 15 featured another 
Grunfeld and this time everybody 
felt Karpov had an obvious 
advantage but. he failed to 
translate it into victory. The 
computer Mephisto found a 
strong line for white on move 26, 
something both GMs had missed 
in the match. As Spassky said 
“Bravo” 


Game 16 was a monster, the 
longest ever between these two. 
Kasparov got a great advantage 
out of the Scotch but Karpov put 
up a superb defence. Kasparov 
finally won after 104 moves when 
he worked up a mating attack in 
the endgame with rook versus 
knight and opposite coloured 
bishops. This game is one of the 
all time classics from both the 
technical and sporting points of 
view and Kasparov went ahead 
2 - 1 . 

Game 17 fea tured a comeback 
by Karpov. He finally cracked the 


Grunfeld Defence and won very 
easily to equalise 2-2 Obviously 
the challenger was still alive and 
kicking. 

Game 18 was the game which 
probably proved the psychological 
turning point. Karpov played his 
favourite closed defence to the 
Ruy Lopez Opening and he came 
prepared with a good new move. 
Trapped on the board Kasparov 
played by sense of smell and won a 
fantastic game after conceding 
the advantage of two bishops for 
two knights in an open position. 
Paradoxically the knights proved 
superior this time and the 
champion went ahead 3-2. 


After tliis, Karpov was 
shellshocked and certainly in a 
difficult situation in the 19th 
game. Kasparov got an edge after 
switching to the Kings Indian 
Defence and he offered the draw in 
a superior position because he did 
not want to take any risks. 

By game 20 the Catch-22 factor 
applied for the challenger. He had 
to win the match while the 
champion only had to draw. So 
Karpov had to win at least two 
games now. That prompted him to 
take risks with black, something 
he will not normally do. 


KASPAROV ON 
KARPOV 

*‘He does not care by 
wbat margin be loses. He 
will take what risks he 
needs to win” 


KARPOV ON 
KASPAROV 

”He is a very deep 
psychologist despite his 
youth” 


However, now, Kasparov was 
up 4-2 and he had won his last 
three games with white. Karpov 
was in the near impossible 
position of needing three wins 
from the last four. 

He tried for 86 moves in a 
slightly superior position in the 
21st. Kasparov had not quite 
managed to equalise from a Kings 
Indian, but he held the draw with 
strong defensive play. 

The match was effectively over 
at this stage with Kasparov 
needing just a draw and having 
two whites to come. Karpov made 
a violent double pawn sacrifice in 
the 22nd with yet another new 
line in the Zaitsev. Kasparov 
countered by sacrificing a piece to 
deliver perpetual check, and drew 
the game to retain his title. 

He states that “I was very 







nervous, whether to play to win or 
just draw. However I played like a 
very good professional”. The 22nd 
in fact saw roles reversed with 
Karpov playing like Kasparov and 
vice versa. 

The match was effectively over 
but there was still pride, honour 
and $ 400,000 at stake. In case of 
a tie the prize money would be 
split, otherwise Kasparov would 

g^t $ l.T xuiUiuii. 

The champion retaining his title 
despite the challenger having the 
same points has always been a 
controversial rule. Several GMs 
including both Kasparov and 
Karpov have called the law 
ridiculous. Every world champion 
since Botvinnik 1950 has gained 
from this proviso and Kasparov 
who 18 Botvinnik’s pupil retained 
the title m Seveille '87 precisely 
because it existed 

Even here he gamed invisibly 
because of it Karpov would not 
have had to take such desperate 
risks if this iaw had not existed 

However there was a letdown in 
game 23. Kasparov was thrashed 

ui tlie Kingd Xiidiciix But 

he certainly w^as not trying too 
hard This was an unfamiliar 
situation for both players Their 
title matches had invariably been 
wide open till the final game in the 
past 4 encounters 

Game 24 confirmed doubts 
about Kasparov’s motivation. He 
got an advantage in the Ruy Lopez 
and offered a, draw in a winning 
position In effect he was lotiing 
Karpf.)v off, and just playing to 
ensure the lions share of the prize 
money. 

In addition to the cash, the 
world champion was given a 
diamond studded trophy valued at 
$1 million. He promptly said he 
would auction :t and donate the 
proceeds to the Armenians 
community that has suffered such 
grievious losses in the Baku riots 

Where will he go from here? 

Well politics is the ansiver 
Kasparov intends to stand for 
parliament as an anti Gorbachev 
candidate. Winning this match 
was politically vital to him, for it 
.gives him great leverage and 
prestige. 

BY DEVANGSHU DUHA 




‘My win was important, because it meant 



...THE 

VICTORY OF 
FREEDOM’ 

Boris Spassky: — Garry Kasparov 

obscurity 

syndrome 


William Rhodes; Pundits 
have suggested that this 
championship duel 
between Anatoly Karpov 
and you was the most 
nerve-racking experience 
you ever fac^ in your life. 
There was too much at 
stake for you...all that you 
are today...alt that you have 
achieved so far...all the 
influence that you now have 
on mankind...could you tell 
us how you reacted to this 
pressure psychologically? 
Garry Kasparov: Yes. 
there was a tremendous 
undercurrent of emotion 
involved in tms game. 
Because \ knew if I lose, 

I lose the result of my 
lifelong struggle and 
hard work. 1 lose my 
status as an individual 
who cast tremendous 
influence on an entire 
generation. You know 
rny victories and my 
World Champion title 
has enabled me to be 
influential in areas 


other than sport, my 
contribution has been 
organising Soviet chess 
players under one single 
identity. I have also been 
able to unite sportsmen 
in other games. And, 
most important of all. Z 
knew for certain tlaat my 
loss to Karpov—about 
whom I have still not 
changed my 
attitude—would be 
interpreted as a loss for 
democracy in its 
struggle against 
communism. So. 1 was 
quite emotionally 
involved in tms matcn. 

Isn't having so much 
Insure on your mind a 
little inconvenient and 
doesn't it make you 
psychologically weak? 
Tense? Nervous? Prone to 
error? 

Oh yes, it does. 1 
conunited a lot of errors 
in this battle. I, in fact, 
sometimes wonder bow I 
could really make those 


stupid mistakes. It was 
absolutely unlike me. 
Afterwards, when I 
could not figure out any 
other reason. 1 slowly 
began to realise, it was 
just the tension, the 
pressure on my mind. 
Winning had never 
before been so important 
to me.. .and when you 
play with that kind of 
mentality, you suffer. 
You may win in the end, 
but the pain that you 
suffer is excruciating. 
And so close you get to 


There was a ' 
tremendous 
undercurrent of 
emotion involved 
in this 

game...Because I 
knew my loss 
would be 
interpreted os a 
loss for 

democracy in its 
struggle against 


the edge of ruin, before 
reverting back to 
victory, it’s incredible! 

What do you think was the 
attitude d your opponent 
towards this match? 
Sometimes it seems he is 
almost reconciled to his 
status as the number two... 
Oh, no. That’s not true. 
He is a quiet man, but he 
is fiercely ambitious. If 
you got this impression 
that he has accepted my 
supremacy, you ivere 
wrong. He is a 
volcano.. .a dormant 
one—calm outside, but 
fire within. Now he is 
very keen to be the best 
player ever. Maybe, 
that’s why he also was 
under a lot of pressure, 
and became error-prone. 
But former champion Boris 
Spassky has alle^ that 
Karpov and you must have 
prearranged some matches, 
especially the drew in game 
19? That certainly could not 
have been done by two men 








Winning had 
never been so 
important to 
me...and when 
you play with that 
kind of mentality, 
you suffer. You 
may win in the 
end, but the pain 

that you suffer is 

excruciating... 


who had so much at stake, 
who were so keen to win... 

Well, Boris Spassky is 
suffering from what we 
can describe as 
obscurity syndrome. It 
often happens to 
forgotten champions, 
and they start making 
such silly, nonsensical 
allegations. Their aim: 
prominence, a little 
more attention from the 
public, to their stale, 
quiet life of loneliness. I 
can give you a. classic 
example, wneii I waa 
younger in the Seventies 
and the Spassky-Pischer 
match was the hottest 
topic of debate in the 
whole of Soviet Union, 
Botwinnik often said 
that Spassky sold the 
match to Fischer; that 
Spassky lost the World 
Championship because 
he was bribed by 
Fischer. He was saying 
because of a disease that 
infects some ex-world 
champions. Botwinnik 
was feeling pushed 
aside. He was suffering 
from feeling 
ilnimportant, outside 
the spotlight. And he 
was also jealous about 
the money that Fischer 
and Spassky earned. In 
Botwinnik's time, no one 
used to get that kind of 
cash. TUs time I think. 
Spassky was 
simply doing a 
Botwinnik. 

BY WILLUUH RHODES 










Ashes.. 


...Australia is best. Having 
won the coveted urn in 
England two years ago, 
they retained it when the 
third Test at Sydney ended 
in a draw 



Greg Matthews’ batting practice paid off when 
he launched Into the English attack and 
helped himself to 128 runs 


David Gower acknowledges the appiause for 
his hundred...but It went In vain. With three 
centuries from his last four Tests, Gower is 
the man to watch 















The two men who were the undoing of all England’s hopes. Terry Alderman, that killer 
with a smile, kept the English batsmen pinned down with his unerring accuracy 
(above) while a rejuvenated Bruce Reid varied his line and length Intelligently to rake In 

the wickets (below) 
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1991 will witness three important sporting comebacks. 
Bjorn Borg, Buster Douglae and Ben Johnson. After 
serving out their terms in the wilderness, will they last the 

pressure? 


By what perimeter or level of marffin do we gauge a 
sporting comeback? According to the average—even 
passionate^ follower of sport, comebacks are 
assfK'lated with people who went out prematurely. 
Not with the satisfaction of having achieved all their 
goals People with something to prove. 

What happens if these erstwhile champions decide 
to make a comeback,.. To resurrect their careers? 
Will they last the pressure? 

The topic itself should make for interesting 
debate 


r 


JORN BORG is a very nice 

man and I wisH him all tho 

best. The problem is, 
however, that he hasn’t 
been around for eight years 
so I don’t see how he can 
compete on a respectable level. I would be very 
surprised if he could break into the top levels of 
men’s tennis. He may be able to play the occasional 
really competitive match but not on a consistent 
level...” 

These are the words of Ivan Lendl who finished 
1990 ranked No. 3 on the ATP computer. Lendl by 
this statement has managed to put the wisdom 
attached to Bjorn Borg’s comeback into its proper 
perspective. 

Eight years ago, at the age of 26, a cold, 
unsmiling, ruthlessly efficient tennis machine by 
the name of Bjorn Borg quit the tennis circuit. 

Today at the age of 34, he is coming back. Is it a 
hung€‘r for more titles (he has 65), or the ignominy 
of financial collapse? Either way there are mixed 
reactions to this move: the fans are purring in 
anticipation, while the top players in the circuit are 
questiormig the validity of his decision, which, by 
too many standards, appiears ridiculous. John 
McEnroe, for example, after taking off twice for six 
months, could never again find a formidable 
foothold in the circuit, except for the rare occasions 
when he found sporadic bursts of his own brilliance. 
As Stefan Edberg, current world No. 1 said, *T find it 
difficult to get into iny groove even if 1 take a two 
week break.” 










Borg in hie heyday won five successive 
Wimbledon titles and six French Open trophies. He 
now has to cope with the irony of liis comeback by 
asking for a wild card entry Into several of this 
year’s ATP tournaments. Moreover, it seems as 
though Borg has failed to comprehend the drastic 
evolution that the game has undergone since the 
time he quit. He is returning armed with a 
prehistoric weapon; a wooden racket! This, in sharp 
contrast to one of those lethal graphite contraptions 
that are now universsJly used in the professional 
circuit. 

Ivan Lendl, who dabbles in this new kind of 
armament himself is nonplussed by the audacity of 
Borg's move, explaining that; “I wonder if he could 
«ven find a suitable manufacturer now. I’m not sure 



A. 



anyone makes them (wooden rackets) anymore. It 
would surely be tremendously expensive to bring 
them back into production.” 

But not all touring pros are trashing Borg’s 
decision to return. There are a few who are keen to 
give him a chance. Like Jonas Svensson, a fellow 
Swede. Svensson said that Borg looked to be in great 
shape and very much wanted to be part of big>time 
tennis. ‘T don’t think he would be contemplating 
this if he wasn’t hungry.” Yet Svensson added a note 
of caution, saying, “But the 800th player of the 

world can look good when you're hitting Actually 
playing matches is very different.” 

Which brings us to the financial factor. Is Borg 
coming back for the money? Many believe that he 
has forced himself back, because of his fast 
dwindling wealth. Tax demands, an expensive 
divorce settlement and the collapse of his fashion 
empire with an expensive lawsuit to boot, have eaten 
into his $ 50 million fortune. 

Eight years ago, so intense was his dislike for the 
game when he retired that he made no bones about 
stating it during his farewell speech. “I am 
nauseated by tennis,” he had said. Today he says 
jiist the opposite, “Tennis is beautiful.” Those who 
have seen Borg lately say that he has changed a 


Borg has failed to comprehend the 
drastic evolution that the game has 
undergone since the time he quit. He Is 
returning armed with a prenistoric 
weapon: a wooden racket! This is in 
sharp contrast to one of those lethal 
graphite contraptions that are now 
univereally used 


great deal since his playing days. He is fresh and 
cheerful and no longfer the satiimine, humourless 
yet revered tennis machine of the 1970s. 

He has been given a fresh lease of life by his 
previous agents, the International Management 
group, with whom he has signed up again But one 
stubborn reality remains, at 34. with a wooden 
racket, does the Swede really believe he can contend 
with a 120 mph. Becker serve His racket may be 
reduced to splintered firewood. And his legend to 

pulp. 

Borg is not the only isolated case of athletes 
attempting comebacks in 1091. Adding strength to 
this debate will be James ‘Buster’ Douglas and Ben 
Johnson. 

Jamas ‘Buster’ Douglas is a broken man. Both in 
body and spirit. The toum that accorded him a hero’s 
welcome after he beat Mike Tyson, today despises 
him. He is branded a quitter. In fact, public opinion 
has turned so unfavourably against him, that 
Douglas has announced a return to the ring. It is a 
last ditch effort to salvage some pride. Douglas is 













Is Ben Johnson a gullible young man? 
Evidences suggest that he is. Neither a 
comfortable conversationalist nor an 
intelligent one, his former coach 
Charlie Francis once said, “If Ben had 
not been a successful athlete, he would 
have been a bum.“ 


goLfig to try and make his fans forget the words of 
referee Mills Lane, who commented after the fight 
with Evander Holyfield that. “He (Douglas) could 
have got up ’* The mark of a loser. 

The Douglas that fought against Holyfield was 
not the same fighter the world had seen against 
Tyson in Tokyo. Douglas then, weighed in at a trim 
107 kg. And he was good. In sharp contrast, against 
Holyfield, he looked as if he had climbed out of a 
bottle of jelly, wobbling and shaking all over. His 
weight had ballooned to an enormous 119 kg 
prompting comedians to joke that there were more 


sightings of Elvis Presley in fight gyms. That was 
on the professional front. On the personal front he 
was embroiled in litigations with Don King. By the 
time D-Day arrived, Douglas was an embarrassing 
122 kg, his lack of commitment obvious. 

It is presumed that Douglas has around $ 7 
million to sustain him. The tax-man took away 
one-third of his $ 24.1 million purse. King took his 
cut and Johnson his. A further 15 percent went to 
his under-employed trainers. Today when Douglas 
returns, he will be earning peanuts, a resiilt of his 
lack of commitment. Nobody wants to touch him. 

But it isn’t money that is prompting a comeback. 
He has plenty of it. According to Larry Nallie, his 
close friend and business manager, “What Buster 
really seeks is forgive^iess for treating the title so 
lightly.” 

Ben Johnson is seeking forgiveness too and would 
have already run his first comeback race by now 
(while we are going to press). Appropriately at an 
indoor meeting at Hamilton, Ontario. 

Branded as the most famous sporting cheat, 










Johnson’s return will generate as much media hype 
and interest as his disqualification in Seoul. Is Ben 
Johnson a gullible young man? Evidence suggests 
that he is. Neither a comfortable conversationalist 
nor an intelligent one. his former coach Charlie 
Francis once said. “If Ben had not been a successful 
athlete, he would’ve been a bum.” 

Johnson’s comeback timings are now being 
carefully monitored. Ilis new camp says that his 
return will be just as explosive as his past. Loren 

Seagrave, his new ooaoh, claims. **Johnson is 
running training times as fast as those he ran two 
years ago.” 

But Johnson’s comeback to the track is not going 
to be as smooth as sceptics are claiming it to be. The 
face of athletics, as in other sports, has been 
changed by acute professionalism. Today it is 
unthinkable for a sprinter to return to top flight 
competition at the age of 29. Johnson, however, 
insists he wiU overcome all problems, saying, “They 
don’t know who they’re dealing with. I’ll fight back, 
age doesn’t matter. Thirty years old is perfect for a 
sprinter. I’m very confident about making a 


It is presumed that Douglas has around 
$ 7 million to sustain him. The tax-man 
took away one-third of his $ 24.1 
million purse. Today when Douglas 
returns, he will be earning peanuts, a 
result of his lack of commitment. 
Nobody wants to touch him. 


successful comeback. ” 

There are those who think that Johnson is still 
doing drugs. Johnson claims that it is because of 
increased weight training. But those who want to, 
will always view Johnson as the ‘Olympic cheat' who 
benefited from having taken drugs. 

The comeback clock has begun ticking. And these 
three men could fast be running out of time. One, an 
almost penniless champion. The second, a 
condemned loser. The third, an unforgivable cheat. 
Perhaps 1991 will be the year of their dreams and 
not unending despair • 










FEDERATION CUP FOOTBALL IlfllilllliillliiillilM 

It’s Kerala 
Police Again 


A ^hock (if at 
intlK ted b\ the 
dou^’‘ht> JC 1 t6d.ir 

iiithf mitij,! 

rlustc r H iiifitc h sof ins to 
have lx f n |ust 1 hi vital 
tonic loi defending 
t harnpion^ Kf»i ala Police 
to bonnet back with 
rent V od V ipoui In 
•-peeLie ulai fa&liion they 


thi^season Intact 
going by statistics 
alone Mahmdias hod a 
dream lun finishing 
runners-up in the 
Durand and Rovers Cup 
os well as winning an 
invitational torn nament 
at Mysore 

How did Kerala Polic e 
sue (eed*^ Pitted against 


side looked worn out 
fatigued after the hectic 
schedules hit by 
injuries and 
absenteeism 
In a way even Iht 
home advantage the 
cops fiom Kerala 
enjoyed was not enough 
to ensure an easy win 
against the Calc utta 


Bcoi ed the fii st goal but 
also did the spadework 
for the second 
Interestingly the 
Champion Club of India 
had beaten East Bengal 
last year at Thrissoorby 
an identical inaigin 
Mohun Bagan was 
next The bubbling 
f onfidenc e and thr 



beat Bomlwy s 
Mahmdias to retain llu 
15th edition of the 
FedciationC up played 
attheflocxlht Jawahai 
Municipal Stadium 
Kannui (Cannoiiore) 
Mahmdias however 
deserve credit for their 
brilliant performana' 


Kerala Police receiving 
the Federation Cup from 
Chief Minister Nayannar 

host Bengal Mohun 
Bagan and Salgaocar in 
tlie quarterfinal group 
league the first test 
(amc against triple 
Cl own winners East 
Bengal But the Calcutta 


giants They played 
hard and within eight 
minutes scored twice 
In spite of East Bengal s 
Hikash Panji managing 
to salvage some of the 
eroding image, 
Pappachan was 
definitely the man of the 
match He not only 


I cjohesiveness put into 
the game by Kerala 
Police did not indk;e a 
dent and they had to 
settle ioi a goalless 
draw In the meantime 
Salgaocar winners of 
the Federation Cup 
twice played for a 1-1 
draw against Bagan and 








JCT versus Kerala Police 
in the semi-final. The 

Phagwara team lost in 
the penalty shootout 

a goalless di aw against 
East Bengal, The prune 
question was: who 
would qualify ibr the 
second semi-final berth 
irom the group, Bagan 
or Salgaocar? 

East Bengal manag(‘d 
only a draw against 
Bagan and went out of 
contention . a pathetic 
performance t)etter 
forgotten Bagan's luck 
balanced precariously 
foi’ a semi-final bei tli 
because Kerala—or for 
that matter other 
formidable soccer 
States - have little 
sympathy foi* any 
Calcutta side. The 
rivalry intensified 
greatly as ‘operation 
manipulation’ saw to it 
that a a-n vftT'riict was 
enough for the Goan 
team to remain in tlie 
fray. And Bagan thrown 
out. 

In the much-lauded 
Kerala Police-Salgaocar 
match the home team 
took a convincing 2-0 
lead but Roy Baretto 
reduced the margin. All 
of a sudden the local side 


drifted away from their 
aggressive play, 
allowing Salgaocar to 
get into the act: Arnold 
Alphonso neutralised 
the lead and Baptist 
helped Salgaocar to 
forge ahead. This drama 
was enacted in the span 
of a few minutes... and 
moments later 
Pappachan scored to 
level 3-3. Was this a 
pre-mcditated game? 

While the federation 
secretary gave the 
impression that the 
match was pacey and 
exciting, a baffled 
Bagan left the scene 
with a bad taste souring 
the mood. It was for the 
first time in the 


P.K. Banerjee 
Inaugurates the 15th 
edition of the Federation 
Cup 

Federation Cup that no 
Calcutta side figured in 
the semi-final. 

This episode also 
proved that others can 
play the ‘pre-plan’ game 
which Calcutta had 

prs/^tised openly. Can 

one really blame them 
for what they did? Can 
PSEB forget what 
Mohammedan Sporting 
and Mohun Bagan did to 
.them in the Airlines 
Goki Cup a couple of 
years back? This is. but 
one instance that the 
wounds still fester. 
When Kerala Police 


met the Phagwara team 
for the second time, they 
found, to their surprise, 
a tough resistance 
coming from the 
millmen. JCT 
approached cautiously. 
With Pappachan pinned, 
the cops raids had 
Decome a rarity. iMeither 
side could break the 
deadlock. Eventually 
only the tie-breaker 
managed to see the 
home team through to 
their second final, 
against dark horse 
Mahindras who had 
made their maiden 
entry. 

Going by both the 
teams’ performances it 
looked as though the 
match was going to be 
a tough one. Mahindras 
had a psychological 
edge having beaten the 
cops in the Rovers Cup 
in Bombay. But Kerala 
Police were not going to 
repeat the mistake. They 
planned their game well; 
played with an all-out 
attitude that sent the 
Maliindras game out of 
tune; and scored two 
goals. Mahindras had to 
be content with the Fair 
Play Trophy. 

MLP. Sureshi Kannur 


















the ones who lean on the 
horn if the person before 
them hesitates for a 
nano-second after the 
oop gives the signal. As 
psycholog^t Theodore 
M. Dembroski of the 
University of Maryland 
puts it, '*He's the hostile 
man, the one who gets 
angry over everyday 

frustrsitions and 

expresses those feelings 
in rude, antagonistic 
ways.” 

These characters are 
identified by 
psychologists and 
doctors as the Type-A 
personalities. They are 
ambitious, urgent and 
impatient. They also 
increase the probability 
of a heart disease by 21/2 
times! 

Why is this mode of 
behaviour so 
lethal?Well, the reason 
is that chronic anger 
and hostility are 
harmful because they 
cause pHyslcal stress, 
harassing the heart into 
sickness. Angry 
reactions pump 
adrenalin and other 
stress hormones into the 
blood stream. These in 
turn cause fat to be 
dumped into the blood, 
driving up the 
cholesterol level. 

A person who is angry 
becomes more alert, his 
pupils dilate, his blood 
pressure lises and his 
heart pounds almost as 
though it's going to 
throw itself out of the 
ribcage. Being stuck in 
this aroused condition 
for lopg^harms the 
coronary arteries and 
wears out heart-muscle 
fibres. That is why this 
behavioural mode is 
lethal. 

No one is born a hot 
head. Doctors believe 
that hostility is the end 
result of a heap of bad 
feelings and poor 
self-esteem. Type A’s are 



of the belief that no one 
cares a damn for them 
and 80 they should not 
care about anyone else. 
They are forever 
running with o chip on 
their shoulder. They set 
goals before them and 
these are regularly 
updated and modified. 
Interruptions in a Type 
A*s pursuit of 
ever-escalating goals 
cause hostility because 
they interfere with his 
process of self appraisal. 

This hostility 
trait—^though difficult 
to change—is not 
impossible. Type A’e 
create too much of stress 
by trying to do too 
much. Hence do not 
juggle with too many 
appointments in your 
diai^y. And do not get 


caught yourself in the 
‘report card’ syndrome 
i.e. evaluating every 
action of yours and its 
reactions. Evaluate, but 
do so logically, and give 
yourself some room for 
mistakes and 
corrections. Do not set 
parameters for yourself 
that are logically 
impossible. 

L^am to listen, to use 
non threatening words 

and more important to 
see the other’s point of 
view. Remember, 
quickened pulse, 
pounding heartbeat, 
shortness of breath and 
sweaty palms are signs 
of anger. Take a deep 
breath and calm down, 
before reacting. Teach 
yourself to think that ‘I 
need not blow up.' Learn 


I to realise that what feels 
like a personal violation 
may just be frustration. 
And do not expect others 
to praise and 
acknowledge you all the 
time. Give them some 
room for inconsistencies 
and mistakes. 

The occasional feeling 
of hostility towards your 
fellow person is normal. 
Everyone gets ohccsod 
off once in a while and 
lets off some steam. But 
if you are one of the 
Type A characters and 
take a hostile approach 
to life's little insiilts, it's 
a hard way to live. It 
may also be an easy way 
to die. 

Remember—perfection- 
alism is the world's 
biggest con game. 






il»OilTS HALL OF SHAME 



tV(E:NOeiU£Al«>UlNAl»RVtEei.S' 14-6 S0(^ 
EJDJkJt U56S’Tt>-mECvaAUOAV>i SOONSERS IM W9 
TASTED M16UTY &»nBK E&PEC\Al.l.V AFTER 
TVAE (S«AME. VJWEN TVAE LOSERS P\V£V> OUT OE 
TWeift LOO^ «COM,TUEY P>SCC>JEREP'IWE1R 
0OSES l-VO LEFTvJlTHOUnUEM. ‘mE ABAM- 
COMED PLAYERS ^^JEKE PDRCEO TD UllEM A 
R\PF. TO UOTEL ^HTWE OPEM BACK 

PMPOPATROOK' 


. ..V..’ ' “■ 

•VllAM»XUUO> 








FOR THE 1950 BCVJL., KEh«lk:KV CCACA BEAR 

QRVMKr EftOUGMT Wv& RTv^WOOSE TEAMTt) F10»W 
TWO\^IEE^<SEARLVTOPRAL.TICETVACEACAVIVJTWE HOT 
WOWD VJEATWER A^^P CH A FIELD COJEREP W»TH 
SAMPSPORS. A\eA»i'*iW\a£, L)SiL€KDQ&SAK1ACUAW>i 
eUJOYED A LEI^-URELVlPAW^l 1R\P F«3ft\ <iAL\ - 
FSORKH A AHP &PEMT 0>ALY 1V\«EE PAYS IN M\ AM V 
PRef»R»nJ<& for the 6M\E. KENTJOCY VASSO 
TIRED PROM BRYANT'S EyWAfJSTiNit? F1f?ACTi<:BS 
THAT WE HEAVILY FAYOREP WILDCATS WERE! 
OFSETZI-IS/ ,;V 


THE FUHNY SIDE OF GOLF 
















PHOTOBRAPH OF 
THE WEEK 

It niay look like Mr Jainas Soott Ckmnon, but it ain’t. There are other pla^ra 
too on the eiroult who believe that every ball can be chased down, andJonan 
Kriekiaoneof them. Ainanwhopttr8neBteimi8with"apasaion’*,Kriek was 
known for his lightning feet and thunderous serves. As well as. for breaking 
11 rackets in a dressing room once. But then, that’s another story 


TOMMY HINDLEf 


PERSONALITY 
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BY DAVID POWELL 




H OWlongr 

should we go 
on believing an 

ageing groat 

sportsman who 
keeps sa 3 dng 
that he has one more big 
performance left in him 
when the facts suggest 
otherwise? How long 
before his words are 
interpreted as a 
desperate attempt to 
stay in the public eye? 

If Daley Thompson 
misses a medal in the 
world championship 
this year, will anyone 
have faith in his 
inevitable cry that he 
can regain his Olympic 
decathlon crovim the 
next year? The defiance 
was heard atler he lost 
his world title in 1987. 
and again in 1988. when 
he was fourth in the 
Olympics. 

There is nothing left 
of Thompson's empire, 
save his world record. 
But the empire was once 
so vast that we might 
return the favour for the 
jrisBSure he gave us by 
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"i was a pain in 
the neck when I 
was little...and I 
was olwoys 
arguing with my 
mother. So they 
sent me to 
boarding 
school." 









Stvtbff him the twMfit of 
our doubt iio«r. win 

in B«ro«loiia...whon I 
win in Barcelona, " ho 
aaldraoenily. 

Peto’Matthewa, editor 
of Tbe IntenuitiaQal 
T^raodrand JPXeld Annual, 
is one who ia keeping 
faith, retaining 
Thompecm in the Ustof 
biographies fen* this 
year's annual becatise he 
is "likely to oompete”. 

Last year Thompson 
had lost his 
Commonwealth and 


summer, 

B e s o tt e d fay the 
decathlon, fas onoe s^ 
he wished he could do 
onea weA. Now, IS 
months have passed 
sinoe his last one, and fas 
retired from that at 
half-time. Meanwhile, 
age has become fads 
eleventb event. He will 
be 33 oome the world 
championahlpa. The 
average age (d the top 
ten deoathletee in the 
world is 25, and not one 
was bom within four 


Daley Thompson lost his 
Commonwealth, 
European and Olympic 
titles. In fact, there is 
nothingieft 
of the 

decathlete’s 
empire, save 
his world 
record. And 
yet he's 
adamant 
about making 
a comeback 


European titles to injury 
suomissionB. l^rnaps be 
would have lost them 
anyw^, but being 
tripped on the way to the 
ring was hard to take. 
Moredeflanoe: "Hthis 
knee gets anywhere 
near bet^ to where it 
used to be, and tiie other 
boye keep p erfo r ming as 
they are at the mesnent, 

I dem't think ni have a 
pr^)lem,” he said last - 


years of Tho m peoo’s 

birth, 

Ndt that his behaviour 
gives away his age; that 

outwldisach 
miachtevouermnark.n6 
matter if it is St Ids o«m 
expense. Who waait, do 
you s uppo ee cr i ed 
"decathlon'’ from the 
HidellnwB when Steve ' 
Cram, being interviewed 
for television, was aMeed 
to name the evente in 
which Britain had not 
had much recent 
suooees? 

A way from the puhlio 
gaze—a sportB hall in 
Frodsham is hardly the 
maker of Olympic 
dreams, but this man 
was trying—Thompson 
got down to some 
serious talking. "Ihave 
never felt any need to 











look back,” he said. “1 
aitt inspiT^ by the 
things I still want to do. 

I have never thought I 
have achieved the things 
1 should have. If I win in 
Barcelona.. .when I win 
in Barcelona.. .1 should 
have won the Olympics 
four times." 

In Seoul ne was isa 
pc^ts behind the gold 
medal winner, Christian 
Schenk: it was the 
difference, arguably, 
between good fortune 
and bad. his i»le having 
snapped on his opening 
height, aggravating a 
thigh injury. 

“Can you...?” The 
question went 
unfinished. “Yes, I can." 


“Caimot" is a word 
Thompson learnt to do 
without from an early 
age, whoi his parents 
left him to fend for 
himself by packing him 
off to boarding school at 
the age of seven. “I was a 
pain in the neck when I 
was little.. .and I was 
always arguing with my 
mother. So they sent me 
to boarding school. ” 

A trace of self-doubt is 
evident,, thoiigh. “I 
don’t think I feel any 
different to how I used 
to. I think I am training 
with as much effort as I 
used to. I don’t put as 
many hours in but my 
judgment is that what 
hours I do put in I use 


''If this knee 
gets anywhere 
near back to 
where it used to 
be, and the 
other boys keep 
performing as 
They are at the 
moment, I don't 
think rU have a 
problem," 

—Thompson 


more wisely. The only 
thing I am having any 
trouble with is the long 
jump because I am 
having to relearn the 



skill. I haven’t done it 
fortwoyfnTs.” 

The knee which 
required surgery for 
calcification and put 
him out of the European 
championshipe no 
longer troubles him, he 
says. Attending hospital 
as a patient was hard fcft 
Thompson to accept. 

“I’ve never been one for 
doctors, and hoqiitals 
were for vlsting other 
people’” he said. 

He is past the need for 
rehabilitation and into 
full flow. Tve been 
training seven days a 
week, four or Bve hours 
a day, and getting on the 
track three times a 
week. I must have a 
wicked chance in Tokyo 
because 1 don’t even have 
to be as good as I used to 
be. I don’t think the 
event has moved on at 
all. The things I am 
doing in training seem 
to be going OK, but it is 
hard to assess because I 
have not had any 
competition. I need a test 
of fire.’* 

First, though, he must 
stack the logs. He has . 
plans to go to the United 
States in February for 
training. He offers no 
clues as to when he 
might reappear in 
competition. If I get to 
America on the Tuesday 
and there is a 
competition on the 
Wednesday and I decide 
to do it, then that is what 
I will do.” 

Frank Dick, his coach, 
says Thompson will be . 
dding “a comprehensive 
programme indoors and 
out”. The wotldJOwan , 
Dick is that the athlete 
is “sprinting great stuff 
. in training.” But, as 
Thompson 
acknowledges, 
"competition is the test 
of anything”. Tokyo and 
Barcelona await. 

CouftMy The TUnn 










THE FALDO FVRMDLA 





Posture is the most neglected area 

OF THE SEOIP FROM AN UPRIGHT START; 
BEND YOUR KNEES UNTIL LOOKING 

DOWM, YOUR KNEE CAPS ARE OVER THE 

BALLS OF YOUR FEET 



Then bend from 
youRwa/ST 
KEEPING THE SMALL 
OF YOUR BACK i 
STRAIGHT THAT IS 
AGOOD POSITION 
FROM WHICH TO 
START A SWING. 


Oev0lof> a Routine 




My OWN GOES LIKE this: 
ASSESS THE SHOTFKOM BEHIND 
THE BALL UNE UP THE CLUB 
SOUARE TO THE TAKCET, PLACE 
aooy PARALLEL TO ThE 

takglt line. . . 



1 

Find a 

\ 

6EOU£NCeTO 


eoir YOUR 

\ 

GAME AND DO 

A 

IT EVERY 


time. 




tOLF ISAGAMF IN WHICH CERTAIN 

undamentals have to be 

iBSCRyeO IF ANYONE 15 TO 
■ECOME AGOOD PLAYER. . . . 







THL BEST WAY TO LEARN THESE 
ESPECIALLY FOR YOUNCSTEPS IS TO 
INVEST IN A FEW LESSONS FROM 
TOUR LOCAL PROFESSIONAL .. 


. HAVING ASOLID 
GRIP. SET-UP AND 
SAilfiG RIGHT FROM 
THE START WILL 
PAY DIVIDENDS 
IN THE LfNO - 
RUN. 



























uccumbs 
to Russian Torture 


HKN the first leg 
t)f ttie Indian 
Sidellite circuit 
txjgau in 

! Born toy, the only point 
j of consideration was 
‘ whether l/:*ander Paes 
! would qualify for the 
I Masters Now, after the 
I Satellite, people are 
, wondering if ho will win 
j the Masters on debut 
j J ust as ho came to the 
I final of the first ever 
i ATP lournainent he 
1 entered 

It seems that the 
: coatdiing of Enrico 
I Piptjrno lias paid 
i dividends. Ilowever.the 
! one area of w'eakness is 
i, Pcies* sec^ond serve. The 
improvement is being 
I monitored After the 
j final against the Soviet 
I Union‘s Vladimir 
i Gabnehidze, Piies 
' thought ht' could win a 
, bas(^l ine duel or two and 
I wasn’t t(K> concerned 
about his groundsti okes 
and htHOC eager to come 
• to the nel 

1 The only dissenting 
; note was that the Soviet 
: player was not unnerved 
I by the pace Piu^s 
! generates or h is charges 
! to the net Gabnehidze*. 

I who is among the top 
I five Davis Cup players of 
j his country. made Piles 
j run round in circles 
I The returns were so 
11 angled that Paes 


found it hard to play his 
favourite volleys. Paes 
was broken in the 
seventh game of the first 
set when he was SO-love 
up A fine lob and a 
backhand return of 
serve saw Vladimir open 
up the game Paes had a 
break point in the 
second set but 
Gabrichidze came out 


with a serve and volley 
to calmly save it. 

The Soviet has such a 
solid game that it will 
hard to beat him on this 
trip Ho was semi finalist 
twice last year and won 
the Indore leg of the 

Vladimir Gabrichidze: 
brilliant form in 
Bombay 


Satellite. But he has not 
won the Masters, This 
could be his year. 

He hails from Tibilis 
in Georgia, which gave 
to the world, Alexander 
Metreveli, the famous 
Soviet tennis star. A self 
made man Vladimii* 
began from the age of 
nine,has had little 
formal coaching and 
learnt on the job. Pive 
foot six and 22 years old, 
he has a bright future. 

The Indians show was 
heartening. Rohit 
Raj pal beat the Indian 
national runner up 
Piperno, for the first 
time in the pre-quarters. 
Raj pars performances 
in the Satellites in 
Malaysia. Indonesia and 
Africa has sharpened 
his play. Rajpal reached 
the Masters in all three. 

Rajpal had a loss of 
concentration and lost to 
Massimi, K.G. Ramesh 
lost to Cica. Asif Ismail 

took £L set against 
Vasudevan,but unforced 
errors saw him losing 
the match. 

Vasudevan lost to the 
eventual winner with 
whom he teamed up to 
enter the doubles final, 
Alas, Vasu had a knee 
injury and was half the 
force he was in the final 
won by the Indian pair 
of Ferreira and Rajpal. 
P.VJ.lUr 
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CALcurrA 


Junior state 
Badminton 


A NABIK MUKHERJEE and 
Amrita Banerjee kept their 
reputation intact as they clinched 
the junior boy’s and girl’s titles, 
reapectively, a-t the 55th junior 
State badminton championships 
It was a day of one-sided 
matches on the concluding day at 
the Durgabari courts. Both the 
boy’s and girl’s finals were tame 
affairs. Anabik, among the top 
three juniors in the country, 
steamrolled pastTapas Biswas 15-1 
15-2 in the final. 

It was almost the same story in 
the girls’ final National champion 
in her category, Amrita beat Isha 
Bhattajc;harya 11 -8 in the first 
game and then whipped her 
opponent 11-1 to wrap up the 
match. 

Anabik’s brother Ah ndam won 
the sub-jumor title beating 
Sabyascichi Sikdar. 

Amrita did one better when she 
took the sub-janior girls’ singles 
ci'own also This time it was 
Sujaya Mukher who w^as the 
victim of Amnta’s onslaught She 
won the final match 119, 11-6. 

There was Mrinmoy Pal who 
also landed a double in the 
championships. Mrinmoy beat 
Saugata Mukherjee to win the 
mini boy’s singles and then 
teamed up with Arup Baidya to 
beat Armdam Dasgupta and 
Priyam Chatterjoe 15-9, 15-7 in 
the doubles. 

Sarajit Das and S. Dutta Roy 
stopped Anabik and Tapas in the 
junior boys doubles final, one of 
the better matches on the final 
day. 

The mini girls’ singles title went 
to Anupama Majumder who beat 
Srikanya Mukherj^ 11-5,11 -1 in 
the final. 


JmdvStoteAllitofies 


! junior state athletics meet 
was a championship of records. 
Ae many as 18 records were 
obliterated in the 67 track and 



Th6 winners of the junior state 
badminton championships pose 
for the camera 

field finals which were gone 
through at the BAl-Netaji Bubhas 
Complex at Salt Lake. 

Almost 600 competitors vied for 
honours in the three-day 
championships which served as 
trials for selection of the state 
team for the forthcoming junior - 
national meet. 

The inclement weather did spoil 
the opening ceremony on the first 
day, but that did not dampen the 
enthusiasm of the athletes. Six 
records tumbled on the first day 
and this included five from field 
events. 

Seven entered the record books 
on the second day and the 
highlights were the three-km 
walk for girls under 15 years and 
the five-km walk for boys under 
16 years. 

Both existing marks were 
rewritten by big margins. Pradip 
Biswal of Pioneer SA clipped off at 
least ten minutes in the five-km 
event as he clocked 27. 52.4 
seconds lo hit the gold medal. 
North 24 Parganas’ Rakhi Mondal 
timed 16:46.9 seconds to win the 
three-km race. The previous 
record stood at 23:08.7 seconds. 

Apart from the two walking 


records, four marks were set from 
track events. Unseasonal showers 
did a world of gcxxi to the cinder 
track at the SAI complex in Salt 
Lake and the athletes went off in 
full steam. Among the noteworthy 
track records on the second 
afternoon included the 3.000m for 
boys under 16 years The winner 
was Tilak Pal of Nadia, who won 
the gold with a timing of 9:11.7 
seconds, an improvement of five 
seconds on the previous record. 

The final day’s events produced 
five state marks and among the 
record breakers was Sikha Sarkar 
of North 24 Parganas. It was yet 
again a walking race which 
provided the day’s best record as 
far as margin was concerned. 
Sarkar bettered the five-kra event 
race for girls under 18 years by a 
good seven imnuies when she 
breasted the tape in 30:15.8 
seconds. 

All records on the final day 
came from the track. K. Meena of 
Burdwan DSA set her second 
record of the meet when she 
rewrote the 1,500m mark for girls 
under 18 years. Meena timed 4: 
41.1 seconds to win three races. 
She had clinched the 800m record 
on the second day. 

North 24 Parganas finished the 
best unit in the championships. 
They swepyt all the team titles at 
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stake and three 
individual —Narayan Dhali. 
Amlta Sikdar and Sarama 
Biswas—group champions. 

SoumHra Bote 


NEW DELHI 


North Zone 
biterSchool Cricket 


S ARDAH PATEL VIDYALAYA 
retairiffd the Thums Up North 
Zone In ter-School Cricket 
Championship beating Sal wan 
Boys Senior Secondary School, 
Rajinder Nagar by five wickets in 
the final at the National Stadium 
ground. 

Put into bat, Salwan made 176 
for six in the allotted 40 overs 
with the help of a disciplined, yet 


stand between flahul (46 not out) 
and Adarsh (12 not out) saw to it 
that Sardar Patel reached the 
victory post without further 
hiccups, with three overs to spare. 

Test all-rounder Kapil Dev gave 
the prizes. 

The umpires, who officiated the 
matches, have shortlisted 30 
players out of which two will be 
selected for the scholarships to be 

awarded by tK© or^ameore, Pari© 

Exports. 

Ngvy Kapadto 


KANELK 



B anda sports hostel won 

the Inter Region Volleyball 
Championship by defeating the 



Sardar Patel VIdyalaya were the 

winners of the North Zone 

Inter-School cricket 
championships 

aggressive 87. by opener Sanjay. 
The target looked within the easy 
reach of Sardar Patel VIdyalaya, 
the way they blasted the Salwan 
opening attack to cruise to 77 
without loss. But suddenly, their 
wickets fell in a heap, losing four 
wickets for the addition of only 24 
runs. 

But a responsible unbeaten 


Allahabad Sports Hostel 3-1 in a 
match played in tne famous Oreen 
Park Stadium here. The 
championship competition was 
jointly organised by the Sports 
Directorate of U.P. and State 
Volleyball Federation. 

In the semi-final the winning 
team defeated Lucknow Sports 
College 3-1 while in the other 
semi-final match, the Allahabad 
Sports Hostel vanquished 
Faizabad Sports Hostel 3-1. 

Sanjay Rai and Javed Akhtar stole 


the show for the Banda side. 

15 teams participated in this 
championship which lasted for 
three days. 

KaNsih AgarwsI 


RANCHI 


Nattmal Kaiale 


H osts Bihar cUnohed tha 
CMPDI Cup in the sixth 
National Karate championships 
held here recently. Maharashtra 
claimed second place About 250 
participants took part in the 
championships 

The results: 

Under-35 kgs kumite; Sushil 
Devagade (Maharashtra) 

35-45 kgs kumite* Rajan Sarkar 
(Bihar). 

45-55 kgs Kumite; Durjay 
Singh (Bihar) 

55-65 kgs kumite. Shyam 
Sunder (New Delhi) 

Girls Open Kumite Alka 
Pandey (Maharashtra) 

Open Kata. Vijay Singh Munda 
(Bihar) 

Black Belt kumite. Bala Prasad 
(Bihar) 

Full Contact Kumite* Bala 
Prasad (Bihar) 

Anil Kumar Singh 



Mesra won the 1991 
Eastern Zone Inter University 
tennis tournament held at B.I.T., 
Mesra in early January. 
Altogether six universities 
participated in this tournament 
with B.LT., Mesra defeating 

Jadavpur University, Calontta 3-1 

in a best of five matches final. 

• 

B.I.T. top seed P.S. Krishnan 
and Jadavpur top seed Sayandev 
Chakravarty comfortably won the 
opening singles. Krishnan of 
B.I.T. outclassed S. Baneijee of 
Jadavpur in straight sets 6-0,6-0 
while Chakravarty of Jadavpur 
made short work of B.I.T.'e Anil 
Kapoor 6-0,6-2, in less than an 
hour each. 

In the doubles P.8. Krishnan 


TO 













and Anil Kapoor of B. 1. T. 
combined well to beat the slightly 
erratic Jadavpur pair of Sayandev 
Chakravarty and S. Banerjee 6-0, 
7-6 (9-7). 

Krishnan won the first reverse 
singles and the tie for B.I.T, 
getting the better of Chakravarty 
6 -1.6-2. Though the score may 
suggest otherwise, it was a tough 
match .with both the players 
delighting the crowd with their 
superb allround court play. 

The Chief Guest Dr, H.C, Pande, 
Director, B.I.T., Mesra gave away 
the prizes. Mr. Ramesh Mishra 
ATTA technical official was the 
j tournament referee. 

! Sapan Chaunnia 


RAJKOI 


State Games fir the 
Deaf 


T IIKY might well be unfortunate 
from birtli. but when it comes 
to performing on the sports fields 
the deaf mutes showed they are 
bloased with rjoh t^ents 
Nevertheless, f he seventh State 
Games for the deaf and dumb 
schoolchildren at Ahmedabad saw 
some remarkable feats achieved 
by these innocent kids And the 
ones who dominated the event 
were the boys and girls of Rajkot s 
Mrs. Chhaganlal Shamji Virani 
School (MCSVS). 

Bubbling with a perfect joi de 
vivre, the MCSVS children 
returned home with an impressive 
tally of 39 medals- 19 gold, 7 
silver and 13 bronze. It was a fine 
display by any count, taking into 
view there were as many as three 
hundred players from twelve 
schools of Gujarat of which 
thirtyone belonged to MCVSV 
only.' 


(’.ANDHINACAR 





Wt was a sheer stroke of luck, 
unore than anything else, which 
helped Baxoda defeat Ahmedabad, 
the holders, 3*2 in the final of the 


13th Gujarat State inter*district 
football championship at 
Gandhinagar. It was left to the 
penalty shootout to decide the fate 
of the tie after the two teams failed 
to score a single goal in what was 
ninety minutes of mediocre play. 

For Ahmedabad, the forward 
line failed to check. But, then, 
there was no assistance from the 
midfielders either. They 

fell back, and g'ave too 

many opportunities to the Baroda 
strikers to take the initiative. 

On the other hand. Baroda had 
its moments, especially in the first 
half. First of all. a number of 
corners w»ere forced to make life 
miserable for the Ahmedabad 
footballers. And. it was Dipak 
Sharma who stood like a 
mountain in Baroda’s defence, 
permitting only a handful of balls 
to get past him. Thanks to V, Velu 


The irony was inescapable that 
such an encounter had to go into 
the tie-breaker to settle the issue. 
V. Velu, Supat Sotat and Shouvik 
Maitra netted for Bai^oda, while 
Anil Oza and Premkumar 
converted for Ahmedabad. 

There were prizes galore for 
those who performed 
outstandingly. To Rajkot's 

Anilkumar went the *footbailer of 

the tourney’ award. Baroda’s 
defender Dipak Sharma was 
named ‘player of the final’. 
Baroda’s Shouvik Maitra was 
chosen as the ‘best half and the 
‘best defender* respectively. Ulhas 
of Ahmedabad was judged the 
‘best goalkeeper’ 


Haresh Pandya 



II. 


The Chhaganlal Shamji VIranI 
•choolwore the overall 
Champions In the State Qames 
for the deaf and dumb 

and Supat Sotat, Baroda's half line 
also was working nioely. 

Ahmedabad got some ot the best 
chances in the second half, but 
they muffed them. Not only was 
there some lack of coordination 
among the Ahmedabad players, 
but the presure was also telling 
upon them. 



M aharashtra defeated 

Madhya Pradesh 41 -40 to win 
the 8th National Youth 
championships held at Satara in 
Maharashtra recently. 

In the boy’s final, Andhra 
Pradesh defeated Tamil Nadu 
50-46. 

Oharmaib YaahMia 













Who’s file Con? 


Cany On Kapil ■ 

SOME people want Kapil Dev to 
call it a day from the Indian 
cricketing scene. This should not 
deter the ace allrounder In fact, 
he should face up to these 
criticisms and show the world 
that he still has a lot to contribute 
tu liiUlciii unuKet He has always 
faced up to the bcjuncers thrown at 
him earlier on and now he should 
actually display the mettle that 
he's made of. Failure surely 
should be thought of as a stepping 
stone to greater heights. We, the 
cricket lovers of the country were 
always with Kapil and he surely 
cannot let us down. 

SHRhJEDA TTA MITBA VKAR. 

Goa. 



Happy BDay Kapil mmmmmmmm 

This i:artoon of Kapil Dev was sent 
by Mr. Myshkin Manra of Delhi as 
a tribute Kapil Dev on his 31st 
Dirihciay it is a token of gratitude 
to Kapil from all Ms admirers for 
the sterling work he has pul in for 
Indian cricket 


Cover transparency of Mohd. 
Azharuddin by Nikhil 
Bhattacharya, of Sachin 
Tendulkar by Patrick Eagar, 
of KapU Dev by Utpal 
Sori^ar. 

, "Hktv ■ _ 



(SportsworJd 2 Jan, 1991). 

As regfards the legal action on untenable grounds threatened by 
Videocon 1 would like to give you a lu<ad picture about the 
unwarranted controversy triggered by the sponsors. 

The first contract between Radiant sports Management (RSM) and 
Videocon was signed on December 10 and the second on December 17 
, after the Pakistan team withdrew from 
the Asia Cup. However athird contract was signed between The 
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) on December 23, This 
contract was signed by BCCI as I had empowered the BCCI to do so on 
my behalf as there was a gory death (of my sister) on the 22nd 
morning. In this third contract which the BCCI signed with 
Videocon on behalf of RSM, the ‘Highlights of the matches’ did not 
even figure in this contract. 

There were four main issues on which Videocon stated that its a 
sponsorship commitments were not met by RSM. 

A) Highlights of the Asia Cup matches be shown the same day. The 
highlights did not figure in the December 17 contract let alone the 
Dumber 23 one as stated above. 

B) That the Asia Cup was not known as the Videocon Asia Cup: 

Every ticket for the four matches, passes, gate passes, offical badges, 
complimentary tickets, carried the name ‘Videocon Asia Cup’. 
Furthermore the press-both English and vemacular-had called the 
tournament the Videocon Asia Cup. In the light nf the above if the 
Asia Cup was not called the ‘Videocon Asia Cup’ then what else was it 
called? 

C) President of India to inaugurate the tournament: 

Given the busy schedule of the President of India, it is a tall order to 
consider it imperative for him to inaugurate a cricket tournament 
Videocon would probably expect him to sell their televisions It is not 
correct on the part of Videocon and RSM to put the President, a third 
party, into a contract. The President’s secretariat has taken a dim 
view of the name of the President of India being dragged into a 
controversy like this and on this count some action is planned 
against Videocon by the President’s House/Secretariat. 

D) Curtain Raiser on television; 

A curtain raiser is invariably sponsored by the sponsor of the 
tournament/championships. For the Videocon Asia Cup, M/'s 
Videocon backed out of their oonunitment. I had got Videocon’s story 
board-approved by Doordarshan for the above in half an hour instead 
of the customary one week, Moreover M/s Videocon backed out of 
sponsoring the highlights and about 20 sports they promised to 
Doordarshan. It was Videocon that had backed out of this 
commitment and not RSM, but they are making me out to be tlie 
culprit. 

As for Videocon, they appeared on Doordarshan’s live telecast 
(four in all) as many as 989 times for 3-4 seconds. If you compute by 
Doordarshan rates for category A programmes (i.e. Rs. 50,000 for 
ten seconds) then the mileage Videocon got from Doordarshan alone 
would be in order of about Rs. four crores. This is apart from four 
highlights and coverage on the National News bulletin. 

Au^im Khetrapal 
ExecuUva Director 
Radiant Sports Management 









QUIZ/CHESS/BRIQQE 


QUESTIONS 

1. With what sport is'Martini and 
Rossi International Tournament' 
(in New York) associated? 

2. What are the specifications for 
the water in a regulation 
swimming pool? 

3. How is'hurdle'connected with 
diving? 

4. What are the diving boards made 
of? 

5. Who is known as the 'European 
of Bridge'? 

6. Who invented the game of 
Contract Bridge? 

7. Which all rounder cricketer of 
England earned the nickname 
“Barnacle"? 

8. What is common to these former 
English cricketers? Ted Dexter. 
Colin Cowdrey and Bob 
Woolmer. 

9. What is common to Wally 
Hammond, Mike Procter and 
Zaheer Abbas? 

ANSWERS 

1. Fencing. 

2. It must be at least 4 feet (1.2 
metres) deep and have a 
temperature of about 78 f (26C) 

3. The ‘hurdle’ is the last step of the 
diving. It is actually aehort jump 
which takes the diver to the edge 
of the board on platform. 

4. Aluminium springboards have 
replaced the earlier wooden 
ones. 

5. itlOEly Culbertson. 

6. Harold S. Vanderbilt, an 
American millionaire. 

7. Trevor Baiiey. 

8. None of them was born in 
England. While Dexter was bom 
in Italy, the other two were Bom in 
India. 

9. They all played for the 

Gloucestershire County. 


CHE^ 

The Mango Ice Cream Variation 
is one of the most exotically 
named systems around. 
Apparently Nigel Short bet Tony 
Miles a mango ice cream that he 
would not dare to play it. 

Short lost the bet, but Miles lost 


the game. Since then despite a 
decade of heavy analysis no one 
has been able to come to a definite 
conclusion about this system. 

Here is the stem game. 

White: Browne Vs Black: Miles 
Tilburg ’78 

le4eb2d4b63e4Bb74Bd3f5.This 

is the critical position. White must 
now sacrifice material to keep the 

initi£itive, 

5ef&Bxf[26Qb5+ |S7tg6Bg78ch7+ 
K18. This is the setup both want. 
(See Diagram) Presumably it is 
lost for either white or black but 
nobody knows for sure. White 
cannot get enough play with 9 
hg8=Q+ KxgS 10Qg4Bxhl 11 
Bg5 Qe8 and black consolidates. 

9 B|!5 NIB 10 Qh4 Nc6 U Ne2 Bihl 12 Nf4 
Kf7. Black has also tried 12—Nb4 
13 Bg6 Qe7 14 Nh5 Nc2 f 15 Bxc2 
Qb4-I- 16Nd2Nxh5 17 0*0-0 and 
12 -eb in later encounters. The 
latter move is supposed to be best. 

13 BS6+ Ke714 Nh5 QfS 15 Nd2 6516 
0 0 0 Nxd417 Rxbl NeB. Whatever the 
theoretical merits, in practice 
white’s attack is very strong. 

IB 14! d619 Ne4 NxB5 20 Qzg5 Bh6 21 Qf4 
Bg7 22165 d65 23 Rfl Kd7. Black has to 
abandon the knight and start this 
desperate evacuation. 

24N6xf6-h Bxf625NxfB-f KcB26B64c6 
27003+ Kb728Bxc6+!(l-0). There is 
a. mate after 28- -Kxc6 29 Qd7 -f 
Kc5 30 Qd5 ^ Kb4 31 Qb5. 
Dev«ng»hu Datto 



The trouble with playing 
against the best players in the 
world is that they sort of keep 
coming at you all the time. This 


means that they give you more 
problems at the table than the 
average sound international does 
and so a set against them is 
always more exhausting. Take a 
look at this hand from last year's 
Bermuda Bowl semi-finals. In 
both the matches, one team, Brazil 
and USA, the two ultimate 
finalists, stopped accurately in 
gamp. malring Thair opponents. 
Poland and Australia respectively, 
went all the wav to six clubs:- 

DoaierWesl E-Wvul 

NORTH(dummy) 
t; - Q 7 6 4 2 
'■v 5 2 
O J 8 3 
^ J 10 

WEST EAST 

#KJ10 3 #65 

K Q 10 7 3 J 9 8 6 4 

-0 10 9 : * K 6 5 2 

#08 #93 

SOUTH 
A 9 
A 

A 7 4 

#AK76542 

Though the slam is highly 
optimistic, it makes as the spade 
king is with the opening leader, 
the trumps 2-2 and the diamond 
ten-nine doubleton Winning the 
lieart king lead, both declarers, 
BaJicki for Poland and Klinger for 
Australia, cashed five or six 
trumps before leading a low 
diamond to the queen Most Easts 
would have taken their king and 
that would have been the end of 
the defence for the fourth 
diamond would have taken care of 
the losing spade in tlie South 
hand. However, the two Easts, 
Marceio Branco of Bi’azil and Kit 
Woolsey of USA, had not won 
world championships for nothing. 
They smoothly followed with a 
low diamond as if they have never 
seen the diamond king in their 
life. Balicki fpll for it, leading a 

small diamond to the ace, going 
down. Klinger, however knew 
enough not to believe his expert 
opponent—after the king held, he 
continued with the diamond jack 
fi'om dummy, letting it run when 
East followed low, to chalk home 
his slam. All this looks quite 
simple on paper but few players 
would duck the first diamond and 
fewer still would duck without 
giving up the show. 

Switsnu OhoM 








r HJrs oiu's sp)ecialJy 

lur ladjtrft. 11* 

you've tx?en 
acconjpanying 
your husbiiiici or 
tKjyfriond dunng’all the 
year-etui revelry, then 
you’re sure regretting it 
now U n of con rse 

you’re one of those 
people with heavy-duty 
self'.'ontrol and 
manage to stay away 
from the high-cal 
munclues. But if you’re 
like us. then you’re 
sitting there regretting 
it all. 

But. never fear We’re 
going to give you some 
exercises to trim that 
tum. Something that'll 
get those flabby 
abdoininals firmed up 
again, letting you slip 






ii' 


Side Trimmers 


your toes toward the 
ceiling by using the 
lower abs to push the 
buttocks a couple of 
inches off the floor 
Don’t jerk Stay in 
control of the entire 
movement. doing it for a 
minute. 

The next one is the 
Twisting Waist 
Trimmer This is great 
for those horrible love 
handles that protrude 
from the side of your 
waist. Standing with 
your feet about 
shoulder-width apart, 
bend the knees ever so 
slightly and hold your 


hands out in front of 
you. Then, slowly—and 
carefully at first—rotate 
your upper body to the 
left C’mon, as far as you 
can go. Then repeat the 
same to the right. Once 
you get the hang of it, 
work up a tempo. Not 
only will it firm up the 
waistline, it’ll also give 
the back muscles a 
workout. 

Now to really attaxjk 
those love handles. Side 
Tummy Trimmers » re 
aimed at the 
obliques— those elusive 
muscles that run along 
the side of your 


I Get Back In 
IShape, Ladies 


iixUj iUl t.hi jau 

fashionaV)U' outfits 
your ve betm busting 
yoxir pj^ycheck on 
The first onf^ is called 
Uie AbdonunaJ 
Flattener Lie on your 
back, arms stretched out 
on the floor at you i side 
and palms firmly on the 
floor. Then lift your legs 
up, knees slightly bent 
Once you’ve got that 
done, then try lifting 



Waist Trimmer 


alKlomen—and are done 
off your back, one leg 
bent while the other is 
folded and rests on the 
knee of the bent leg. 
Lock your fingers 
behind your head and 
raise your head and 
shoulders off the floor 
while you twist your 
upper body and touch 

the opposite elbow to the 
folded leg’s knee. Once 
you’re done with one 
side, switch legs and 
repeat to the other side. 

And finally, a 
variation of the sit-up 



Twisting Waist Trimmer 

called the Waist 
Trimmer. Lie down, one 
knee bent and the other 
leg folded to rest on it. 
With the fingers locKed 
behind your head, lift 
your head and shoulders 
off the floor by using 
just the abdominals. 
I>on*t let your arms pull 
your head up, since that 
would be cheating. 

C'mon. ladies, go for 
it. If you're planning on 
wowing them at the 
beach or the pool this 
summer, you better get 
started now. 


















Ross Dess gives Twilight Lady an affectionate pat 


Birds of a feather. ..the voluntear 


ithadtobe 


I F numbers are significant on 

th.© race oourso, th© winxi©r of 

the third classic of the season, 
the Calcutta Oaks, proved it. 
Twilig'ht l.*ady ran with the 
number seven on its saddle and 
was drawn one. With the bookies, 
it also closed with 7-1 odds. In a 
seven-horse classic event, better 
known as the Ladies’ Derby, this 
Lady was the last name in the 
book; it had to come first. j 

It’s a very impressive arj^ment 
in hindsight, but the Lady 
surprised even its jockey, Nicky 
Bird, who came into his own after 
a rather forgettable season. 

The 2,400 metres Grade 1 race is 
also a kind of i un-up for the ^reaf 
Dei*by of the same distance, 
though ladies are not considered 
stayers in the normal course. The 
hot favourite was naturally 
Kabuki. who liad won the first | 
classic, the 1 ,OO0 Guineas, in 
great style with a sensational 
burst of speed in the straight. 

Nick Connorton was riding 
Kabuki again, but the whispers on 
the course were whether Kabuki 
would weaken in the longer 
distance. 


The well groomed 
Twilight Lady showed a 
clean pair of heels 
to her rivals in the 
‘Ladies Derby’ 


The whispers turned out to be 
true. Kabuki seemed to be in 
trouble at the 800-metre marker. 
Connorton’s whalebone was out, 
but she could accelerate only that 
much and no more. And she came 
a tame fourth. 

Twilight Lady. the bay filly by 
Common Land out of Scruples, 
was lying fourth till the bend 
when it slipped through along the 
rails. She showed a smart turn of 


Twilight Lady 

^ird up) winning the Calcutta 
Oaks from Cisitaiia (Burke up) 
and Dancing Dissident (Fallon 
up) 












lie sponsors, GEC Alsthom 


THE LADY' 



foot the moment she saw the g-ap 
widening between frontrunners. 
Cisitalia and Dancing Dissident. 

Twilight Lady assumed 
command 250 metres away from 
home and never looked back. 
Cisitalia (10>l odds) and Dancing 
Dissident (8-1 odds) couldn’t have 
had their eyebrows arched very 
much to see her going away 
because they were rather poorly 
supported themselves. 

On the victoiy lap. trainer 
Haskell David and jockey Bird 
were beaming a little 
disbelievingly, but the spectators 
were as stunned as them to 
respond with any mighty 
applause. Applause and ecstasy of 
the kind was shown by one of the 
owners, Ross Deas. (The other 
owners, D. Khaitan, C.K. Pasari 
and J. Chitlangia, were in 
comparison to Mr Deae. very 
delighted.) 

Twilight I.jady it was with the 
Calcutta Oaks sash across her. 
And how well groomed she looked 
even after that 2,400 metres. 














PHOTOFEATURE 




SentoukI (Connorton up) wrinning 
the Gaorg* Wllllwnaon Indian 
Produca Stakas In a ttarMo*finiah 
atylafrom NoatataiafBird upland 




Golf champ Lakshman Singh; on a 
different course 


Gloomy skies, fading light 
and a chilly drizzle weren’t 
enough to dampen spirits at 
the Calcutta race course on 
New Year's day. A packed 
card of 10 races, sponsored 
by the Macneill & Magor 
Group, saw the grounds 
equally packed with 
celebrities and socialites, 
desperado punters and 
my-sari-is-better-than-yours 
types, many of whom couldn’t 
say why Nostalgia and 
Romantic Memories were 
the names of two different 
horses in the feature event, 
the George Williamson 
Indian Produce Stakes. 

The four-horse event of 
1200 metres was won by the 
three-year-old colt, Sentouki 
(Nick Connorton up), 
start-to-finish. ahead of the 
strongly fancied fillies, 
Nostalgia and Romantic 
Memories. The owners, Mrs 
and Mr Sumit Gupta and 
Mrs and Mr Amit Gupta, took 
home the handsome trophy 
and prize money of nearly 
Rs two lakh, trainer Bharath 
Singh proving that 
Sentouki's essay in the 
Breeders' Cup ten days 
earlier was no flash in the 
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nellce Drvchsler: flying 

‘high* on dope 


A nd have ive got 
some startling 
re veiations for you 
this ^v’eekf After the 
usual nosying around 
we came up with some 
sensationai 
in/ormation given by 
the German magazine 
S/ern. The mag had 
obtained proof of 
anabolic steroid use by 
many of East 
Germany’s most 
celebrated athletes and 
revealed their names, 
The info was bused on 
documents provided 
by a certain Dr 
Manfred Hoppner, 
deputy director of East 
Germany’s sports 
medical service. 

According to the 
doc. there were strict 
limits on the quantity 
of dope that was to be 


German Revelations 

used annually. The 
men were not allowed 
to take more than 1,500 
mg of the drug Oral 
TurinaboJ fOTjand 
women i,oou mg. 

Drugs like Vasopressin 
and Piracefan were 
used first on rats and 
then on athletes. 
Further, documents 
indicate that... 

In 1981, when she 
was 16, long /umper 
Heike Drechsler took 
650 mg of OT. Her 
dosage was increased 
to 750 mg in '82 and 
835 in ’83. 

In 1989, in Italy, 
shotputter Ulf 
Timmerman took 10 
mg of OT a day. He 
raised it to 15 mg and 
/inaJly 20 mg. 

Ten days before her 


first event at the 1989 
European Swimming 
championships, 

Kristin Otto's routine 
drug test revealed her 
lesiosrerone level to be 
three times higher than 
the acceptable level. 
The other athletes who 
ore high on the doping 
list provided by Dr. 
Hoppner are ace 
decathletes 7'orsten 
Voss and Christian 
Schenk. 

Various eminent 
sportspersons handed 
out their respective 
opinions on this issue. 
The best one came 
from Charlie Francis, 
Ben Johnson’s former 
coach. "I don’t call it 
cheating,” he said. '‘My 
definition of cheating 
Is doing something 
nobody else is doing.” 


MERA BHARAT MAHAAN! 


Romesh Krishnan Beimoon ? 


F irst it was the 
Amritraj 
brothers. Now 
it's Ramesh 
Krishnan. After a 
fruitful period of 
playing truant with 
the tennis officials of 
the country the law 
of averages seems to 
have caught up with 
this shirker. 

There is a distinct 
possibility that 
Krishnan is not 
going to be 
considered for a 
berth in the Indian 
Davis Cup team by 
the AIT A when India 
meet Thailand in 
Bangkok next 
month. 

Thifsecretary of 

AiTA n V 


Khanna had tried to 
get in touch with 
Krishnan who is 
currently based in 

Krishnan has Indulged 
In a lot of hedging 




the USA. In fact, 
Khanna had also 
quizzed him vis-a-vis 
his availability for 
the Davis Cup but 
there seems to have 
been no positive 
response from 
Bamesh. 
Interestingly 
enough, the 
treasurer of the 
AIT A, Ramesh Desai 
revealed to the 
Illustrated Weekly 
recently that the 
AITA had been in 
constant touch with 
Ramesh's father but 
even Krishnan Sr. is 
yet to give a concrete 
reason as to why his 
son is not playing. 

Why all this 
hedging? Bangkok 
seems to be a nice 
enough place for a 
Davis Cup 
reconciliation. 


the loss of 
Inf his status as 
wW worldNo. 1, 
Jahangir Khan has also 
lost his head. He is 
giveUy nowadays to 
frequent escapades with 
the squash authorities. 

Recently, Jahangir 
was slapped with a fine 
by the International 
Squuash Players' 
Association (ISPA) for 
tmihdratmng from last 
month's world 
championships at 
Toulouse without prior 
notice. 

The Khan instead of 
paying the measly fine 
of $500 lashed out aJt the 
ISPA saying, **I will 
not pay ike fine until 
my appeal is heard by 
the ISPA." He also 
claimed that he teas a 










Money, ttie 
story of Carl 

L«w)«’* life 


S ometimes it’s 

hard to figure out 
whether Carl 
Lewis is the morally 
upright athlete he 
claims he is. 
Investigations 
conducted on the 
international 
athletics scene, 
reveal that he is not. 
In fact, it’s hard to 
figure out who’s the 
better man: Ben 
Johnson or him. 

One of the leading 
athletes in the US in 


Morally Downright 

the last decade, Lewis 
had issued a press 
statement saying that 
he will not be going to 
the Pan American 
Games due to be held 
at Havana in August. 

He said that he 
preferred to 
concentrate on the 
world championships 
in Tokyo that would 
be held two weeks 
after the Pan-Am 
Games. 

Fair enough. But 


SQUASHING AUTHORITY 


In-Laws Or Out-Laws.^ 


victim of jealousy, 
Jahan{/ir threw back 
cfmrges-saying that he 
had phoned the I SPA 
well in advance to 
notify them of his 
vnthdrawal from three 
tournarrients, due to ill 
health. He criticised the 
ISPA for having 
playing members as its 

Jahangir: fighting tha 
aquaah authoritlea 



president and 
chairman. playing 
member is jealous, ” he 
said. ‘7 am a victim of 
jealousy.** 

Meanwhile, to get rid 
of all this tension, 
Jahangir has gone and 
got married. The lady is 
the daughter of a top 
Pakistani Squash 
player. Her name is 
Seemi Jawaid arid her 
father tvas a three time 
British amateur champ 
and three time British 
Open Squashfitvalisi. 
There seems to be a 
battle with new sqfiask 
authorities comir^g up. 
Only thing is this time 
iVs his father-in-law. 


that’s not quite how 
Lewis’ manager Joe 
Douglasy put it. “I 
don’t consider it 
(Pan-Am Games) a 
major meet. It’s not 
that important 
internationally. It’s 
what 1 call a charity 
meet—no appearance 
fees.” 

Now with Douglas 
revealing the reason 
for not participating, 
don’t you think we’re 
right? 


EUBANK 
KNOCKS 
OUT BENN 


Karron Tames 
Eubank 


W ORLD middle 
weight Champ 
Chris Eubank 
scored another upset 



PRIVATE 
EYE m 


WELOOK ^ 
WHERE 
WPRENOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


victory when he jumped 
out of the ring and into 
the waiting anus of his 
long-time girlfriend 
Karron Stephen-Martin 
and subsequently 
entered into holy 
matrimony. 

Eubank, famous .both 
for his punches and his 
whacky sense of 
humour, proposed to 
Karron live on TV from 
the ring after taking the 
worid middleweight title 
from Nigel Benn, last 
year. Karron, 25, who 
was watching tha fight 
at their home in Hove, 
near Brighton, which 
they share with their 
three year-old son 
Christopher 
immediately accepted 
when he phoned. 

As Eubank kissed her 
on the steps of St 
Peter’s Church, 

Brighton after the 
wedding, he said; "This 
is better than any 
fight-there’s no pain 
Involved.” 

Karron sure knocked 
him out. 

Eubank and Karron 

after their wedding 











The other day I had an 
■ encounter with the 
QOC-in-C. Eastern Com¬ 
mand, Lt-Gen K.S. Brar. 
And 1. not the big gun. 
was shooting. Like mad. 
You don*t get too many 
chances to take a shot of 
the top brass, and Lt- 
Oen K.S. Brar. at that. 
So, I wont trig’gror 

happy. 

The security around a 
man of his stature and 
authority was obviously 
tight and omnipresent. 
A tough target. So, 1 had 



voce, he low-decibeled in 
return, "Which man?” 

“Brar Saheb!” I hissed 
through my teeth. 1 
didn't want anyone to 
hear and beat me to the 


something that sounded 
like "Brar”. 

I unzipped my bag 
slowly, even while walk¬ 
ing towards the special 
box in the stands, and a 



ft was now or never. I squeezed the button. 

And the affable Mr Brar turned, put 
down his binoculars and smiled. "Thank 
you”, he said. Cheese!! 



to use guerrilla tactics to 
get past them and reach 
the special box he was 
acaUxl in. at tHc Hoyal 
Calcutta Turf Club 
course. Perfect. And 1 
would be well paid for 
shooting him. (The deal 
hadn’t been^ clinched, 
but I knew my shady 
customers well.) 

As soon as I entered 
the race course. I whis¬ 
pered into my friend's 
ear. "Has the guy come 
in yet?” Suitably im¬ 
pressed by my aotto 


draw. "Oh," he decibeled 
at an even lower level. 
Quickly, there was a 

shadow over my left 

shoulder: tough, black, 
tall and handsome after 
a fashion, wearing blue 
jeans, a multi-coloured 
T-shirt and pretending 
to look like any other 
punter. His totally 
blank, uninterested ex¬ 
pression was as much 
of a giveaway as his 
mean look. He wasn’t 
following me for no¬ 
thing; he had heard 




pair of big. black hawk 
eyes stepped into my 
bag. What could be in¬ 
side? 

Then, I found the 
General, sitting in the 
box with his wife and 
other family members. 
He: smart and executive 
looking, with a thick 
crop of straight grey 
hair. She: slim, svelte 
and every other acUec- 
tive Khushwant Singh 
uses for every lady who 
walks into hia line of 


I walked up the steps 
slowly and was jammed 
hy a security guard in a 
grey safari suit. “I don’t 
know,” he shrugged off 
my casual-sounding 
question, and jerked his 
left thumb over his left 
shoulder. "See that man 
in a suit like mine, near 

tHe boac? Aak him.** I did. 

Ditto reply. He arched 
his mean eyebrow to¬ 
wards a real natty Sikh 
in a navy blue suit, who 
looked straight out of 
the silver screen. “Ask 
him." 1 did again, but 
this time showing him 
the press card 1 was car¬ 
rying. 

The rich baritone and 
sheer class would have 
had Amitabh Bachchan 
clearing his throat. "I’he 
gentleman in the ex¬ 
treme left seat,” said Mr 
Baritone Singh, “that’s 
Brar saheb". He had 
meanwhile monitored 
me, my equipment, ev¬ 
erything, in one quick 
look, head downwards. 

In two minutes Lt-Gen 
K.S. Brar, PVSM. 
AVSM, VrC. General 
Officer Commandlng-in- 
Chief. Eastern Com¬ 
mand would get up, 
walk down and go on the 
tracks to present the 
massive Army Cup 
(almost larger than the 
Army chief himself) to 
Messrs V.K. Chaudhuri, 
H.H. Sookias. B.M. Var- 
ma and Harish Gorsia, 
proud owners of the 
three-year-old chestnut 
uuU SeLudbaggisr, who 
had charged through 
2,000 metres a minute > 
ago with jockey Biirke | 
jubilantly smiling at 
trainer John Stephens. 

It was now or never. I 
squeezed the button, 
And the affable Mr Brar 
turned, put down his 
binoculars and smiled. 
"Thank you,” he said. 
Cheese! 


















Hospitalisation e^^nses, 
esprcially after retirement 
are dimcult to bear. 

TTbaf s why I will start 
providing for them, now! 



Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



BHA\aSHYA 


Hic rcnrcmcnt age sclcacd by you could be 

any age between yeari and 60 years. 

You can increase the benefit amount of 
Rs. 50,000 m multiples of Rs. 10,000 by paying 
additional pioportionate premium. 

rremium varies with age at entry' and 
retirement age sclcacd bv you. 

(Please refer premium tame) 

What’s more, there is no need for a medical 
check-up. Even a statement of health is not 
requirca. 

In case you wish to withdraw from the 
scheme, or should the unforeseen happen to you, 
a substantial portion of the premium paid will be 
refunded to you/vour assignee proviucd no claim 
has been made till then. 


AR®GYA 


After retirement, hospitalisation expenses can 
drain the family of its hard earned savings. Thar is 
why you should start preparing now to face any 
eventuality. 

QCs new unique BHAVISHYA 
A R © G Y A can indeed prove to be your 
support in times of need. 

You pay premium in affordable annual 
instalments during your working life. 
AndBHAVlSHYA A RG Y A provides you 
with hospitalisation/domiciliary hospitalisation 
expenses upm Rs. 50,000 for the rest of your life, 
from the retirement you have scleoira. 

The limit per illness, m>wevcr, is Rs. 20,000. 


ANNUAL PREMIUM (in Ri.) per Rs. 50,000 nun bieured 
INDICATIVE TABLE 


AfccofRntn Retirement Age (Running Age) 

((kxnptmd 

Yean) S 5 56 $7 SS $9 60 


25 

47 

44 

41 

38 

nr 

33 

31 

88 

81 

75 


34 

59 

64 

426 

378 

338 

.303 

273 

247 

.‘il) 

ms 

1073 

SW 

753 

648 

564 

55 


- 

- 

- 

- 

1517 


One-nnK lump turn pfoiuum payment ^iluy abo available 


Annual premium uptoRs 3,000 is exempted 
from Income Tax under Section SOD. Group 
schemes with discount are also available for 
corporate clients. 

Some of the other househotd/personal 
insurance schemes for you: 

Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitalisation 
expenses for self and famL^ 


OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM to c{>vcr emergency 

medical expenses in foreign exchange white 

travelling abroad. 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss agamsr fire, lightmng, floods, riots, 
strikes, burglary, etc. 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY' to cover 
against legal liability for lawyers, doaors, 
accountants and others. 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT to cover disabilities 
or death due to accidents. 

For more miormetior} corttact any office of our 
operating companies m your locality, 

GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

Industnel Assurance Building. Churchgale, BombaHOO 020 
Operating Companies 



NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY UNITED 



THE HEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY UMrTED 



THE ORIENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


Q 

UNITED INDIA mSURANCE OMMPAliY LHMTEO 


eKSWAMrsaoOi 




Vital tips 
for exciting writing 







































THE LIFE OF... 


THEBE’S NEVER A DUU 

MOMENT FOR 

THE TORMENTED GENIUS 











Your first love. 



Your first love's first love. 


Yc 


our bike 
It s tJlwnys Deep your first love 
Something you froid close to your 
hPdft And take rare to see that it 
stays ID good sfiape 
But did you know there's one part in 
your bike which means so much to 
It? It's first love so [o say 

It's the (ham 

Diamond Super Chain. 

The chain ihai every bike 
manufacturer cfiooses to fit m his 
bike Wheifier it h Rajdoot, Hero 
Honda, Yamaha. TVS Su/uki, 
Kawasaki Bajaj, Bullet. Yezdi 


0 


But why Diamond Super? 

It's made by Tl Diamond Chain Ltd., 
in technical collaboration with 
Diamond Chain Co., USA 

It has very low elongation Undergoes 
surface hardening for longer Nfe. 

Has thicker plates for greater 
Strength. And is pre-lubricated for 
silent, smooth performance. 

With all this, chances aie. you won't 
have to replace your original 
Diamond Super For a long bme. 

But when you do. Insist on anotlw 
Diamond Super Chain only. 

Your bike will love you for it 



product 


Some things inn Mte stiMild Stay «rl9inaL 
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IMaBMlOM Mlf I COaM tfiv* • 
irtiy tMMlitP wr butirMM. Tmt 

HjOMlOf OOSCnAS 

' 4lltf CVOMHlii WS OMHIOt Mffonl to 
;l«i«fWeiiMd ter ttilooMf that 


iBUNART JOHANSSON. 
I*raildent of Eun^wan Football 
iMbn (UEFA) In his nawyaar 
; xnaMagetotheaoooercormnunHy. 


ttSON Mhen iftermed that Buster 
Oofc^aativanled to take him on.’ 
^ian evwylMite In iny ffan^ 
teantte win every iKrint. If I can’t 
that, I am alw^ trying to 
gwve my opbonant around and 
aatllng upthe next poinL it Is the 
sraylplay.” 

UEANOER PASS, evaluates his 
game style. 


‘yvallthere’a only one 
wo r d disappointing. Illy welt 
lor braaka will continue. There’s 
no queaUon of that feeling. H’s a 
tect And I’m learning to live with 
ft” 

W. B. RAMAN on his frustration 
about not making it to the IncKan XI, 
though he was in the squad. 


‘Yhar bojte are getting things too 
early and to o eaa t ly. They are 
not ready to make any 
eaerlfiees. They are grabteng 
whatever benefila are coming 
their way. They do not know 
what la the meaning of working 
hard.” 

KAPIL DEV, fonwards the reason 
behind the dearth of fast bowlers in 
the country. 




RliPli' 

im 


“ff there toaplayefwhocan, 
come baok, he la the one.” 

At last someone feels that Bjorn: 
Borg doe s stand a ^ance. Hois 
none ottierthanthe U.S. Open 
champ. PETE SAMPRAS. 

*1 won the WOrM Champhanehip 
In tee final mbHitee of tee year. 
Bin I do not forget that the year 
(19B0) started with a tragedy.” 
KASPAROV, taierni^ to the 
teousands of Armeniwis who had 
to Use Baku ahsr ethnic clashes . 
with Azerbaijanis. He decided to 
salt the $1 million trophy and 
fHsklbuta the profits to the 
Armmians. 

”11110 year I hope they are ready 
tor me. I’ve put slot of thought 
bite nhf dedeion but I think you 
will eee me there thie yeiir and i 
hppa peopla are reedy for ft.” 
ANDRE AGASSI on hie plans to . 
play Wimbledon this year. But he 
does nd plan to change his knags 
to suit the dress code of 
WhrUedon. 


”1 usually don’t get excited over 
a firet round win but tele Is 
probably the most Important 
first rounder ever. When you 
have five taulto in B row It makes 
you wantto havea lobotomy 
right there.” 

P^ SHRIVER, former No. 3 after 
her first comeback victory against 
Isabel Cueto in the New South 
Wales Tennis Open. 
















A day in the life of 
V wJohn MoEnroe. 
Here is an example that 
there is never a dull day 
in the life of a tenjiis 
champion. An extract 
from Rlcnarc Evan's 
book, 'John McEnroe: 
Taming The Talent.* 

7R ^ profile of Alain 
I llProst. His life 
outside the Formula One 
circuit and his rivalry 
with Ayrton Senna....'.. 
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WE LOOK 
WHERE 
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SUPPOSED TO 


ENGLAND’S MAJOR 
PROBLEM 


Message (n A Bottle 


E NGLAND’S sporting problems have 
reached such a point that even tibe Prime 
Minister has decided to step in. The new 
Prime Minister, that is, Mr John Major. Major 
advised England's much belaguered cricketers 
to adopt a monastic lifestyle so that they could 
reverse their fluctuating fortunes in Australia. 

Not that the advice has helped. The 
Englishmen have lust the Ashes and don't even 
figure in the World Series Cup final: New 
Zealand have that honour. 


THE HEIGHT OF AMBITION 


Growing In The Bockstreets 



Even John Major's messages didn’t reach the 
Englishmen on time 

Major, a keen cricket supporter said that the 
players, “should abstain eveiy kind of 

indulgence and even take cold baths. The 
Prime Minister proposed to communicate the 
idea to die English management. “I am 
proposing to telegraph the advice to Graham 
Gooch,” he said. 

The British Posts and Telegraph must have 
lost the message cos’ nothing good has come out 
of it. 


M eet DAVID 
THOMPSON. 
Ha’aaBrltMi 
kid and the kind of guy 
who'* going to climb 
diziy h^hti. This of 
oouraahaagot 
nothing to do with hla 
height. David at the 
age of 14 le 6ft 2ln tell. 

David Isavary 
apedal kid. He’a also 
Mack and boys of hla 
race are not really 
given special 
privUegM in the 
Queen's England. 
Nevertheleee, he Is 
exactly the kind of 
cricketer the English 
team would love to 
have among their 
ranks. His Is the kind 
of cricket that is 
played in the back 
dtreetsofBrixton. 
David grew up playing 
that kind of cricket 
and It has now 
become a passion for 
him. He is going to be 
one of the 
beneficiaries of a 
£200J)00fundofthe 
Surrey Cricket Youth 
Year.This Isa 
programme which Is 
to recruit young and 
talented black fast 
bowlers for the 
English cricket team. 


M ike TYSON 
sure misses 
being the 
world champion, 

nowadays. In fact. 

he’s real impatient to 
get a crack at the 
title. After our usual 
bit of looking around 
for information we 
heard that he was in 
Mexico City, 
recently. The 
champ—should we 
call him that?—is 
real mad at Holyfield 
for fighting 
Foreman first He is 
prepared to ‘kill’ 




Thompson's backstreet dreams 
are slowly coming true 

They have a patron In 

none other than PM i^. 

John Major. David 

plays the game well 

and was talented 

enough to be chosen 

tor the Ernest Bevin 


DYING TO WIN 


Giv'en It Good 


Holyfield for it, 
according to the 
latest. 

Tyson said of 
Holyfield, “I don’t 
know if he’s scared. 1 
won’t say that.. But 
he could make a lot 
more money fighting 
me than Foreman. 
And if 1 fight him, 
he’s dead. I’ll kill 
him.” 

He also did a little 
















PERFECT SPITZ 


School. H» plays for 
tho Stirroy Uiiclw^14o 
Md te telM cMehftd 

VV V^dWiVW 

hyOaoir Arnold of 
Surrey who many rate 
aathabaatintha 
country. Tha boy haa 
thaMghdaaalcal 
action of a top<laaa 
bowlar and paca to go 
wtthit. 

So (Uwoilad la DbmIiI 
tedtagamathatha 
can baaaan playing 
away at tha 
‘Pan’-fhafa what tha 
ground at tha Brixton 
lananwntia 
ca ll ad—with a cheat 
cold and tha wind 
howling through die 
flats. “Ha’a 
hyparaetiva.” said his 
fathsr.'*Noworrlas 
about him outgrowing 
Ma strangth. A good 
day tor him Is to play 
two gamas of football 
wKhcrickatin 
batwssn. Ehit I have to 
rsmindhimofhis 
•tUCHM.” 

Surray Isn’t too 
intarostod about his 
acadamlc record. If he 
can make It to the 
England tawn as a 
claas bowlar, studies 
be damned. Ha’s tha 
oiw they’re backing 
for tha next Ashes 
aai1as.Forwhat7To 
open tha bowling, of 
oouraal 


Tyson: Spending the rest of 
his days in frustration 




bit of showing-off in 
front of the 
Mexicans (the 
‘1-knoW'it-all kind’). 
When they asked him 
about the scene in 
the Gulf, however, he 
declined to comment. 
But when they asked 
him if he reaUy beat 
up his ex-wife Robin 
Givens he said - 
through an 
interpreter* “She 
deserved everything 
she received.” 

Everything except 
the alimony you had 
to pay. Righ^ Mike? 


E verybody 

knows by now 
that Mark Spitz 
is working ona 
comeback. In 1972, he 
set the pool on fire 
when he swam his 
way into the record 
bo(As with seven gold 
medals. Today at the 
ageof39—andwitii 
some very good swim 
times behind 
him—Spitz is all set to 
try and set Barcelona 
on fire in 1992. 


As regards his 
chances of a 
successful comeback, 
they’re pretty bright. 
He has been 
subjected to rigorous 
stroke tests in the 
Flume, an 

underwater treadmill 
that gauges his 
stamina and allows 
trainers to analyse 
his arm movements. 
"They told me diat 
my stroke was close 
to perfect,” Spitz 
said. 

Yes, it’s going to be 
exactly 20 years since 
Spitz bad his first 
date with destiny in 
Munich. This time 
he’ll be coming 
along—if he is 
chosen—as the eldest 
strokesman of the US 
swim team. 

Barcelona seems to 
be coming one stroke 
at a time. 
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At the 

National Hoasing Bank, 
we have a mission to 
act-omplish. 

To help make every 
Indian’s om c in a lifetime 
dream come inie*. 

A elream of a house 
of one’s own. 


Making shelter possible on 
this seale is a elaunting 
challenge. 

ButforNHB’sbandof 
dedieated F«ofessiCMTals — 
drawn fiom various 
disciplines — it Is the life-force_ 

of their missico fliost privilcced ben 

A dedicated commitment * . 



ome of our 


An iaspirit^ challei^ 

Nfffi was thus bom of a 
ctjmmitment to the housing 
needs of an emtire natiem. 
I’wo years ago. 

As a whe)lly (jwned 
.subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of Inelia. 

An a{x.*x institution to 
proniote, strengthen and 
supfx>rt the country’s housing 
finance system. 

Wt)rking towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All". With the 
mottcj “Small Man Finit”. 

The task bt^fbrc us is truly 
stujiendous. 

What with a colossal 
shortage (/housing. Scarce 
buildable land Fscalating 
cmstruction cx)sLs. And 
housing Ixxximing 
increasingly unaffordable for 
a huge segment of our 
jxpulalion. 


NHB’s flagship programme 
- the unique Hcxne Loan 
Account Sdieme — is a 
reflection of that commitment. 

A scheme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NUB Ls also promoting 
the cause c/housing in other 
ways. 

By refinancing loaas to 
individuals through Ijanks, 
housing finance ctanpanies 
and cxKJperative institutious. 

Facilitating project loons for 
land development to public 
agencic’s, professicMial 
developers and cxx)peraiives. 

Su(^)rting rental housing 
projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In &ct, NHB lias already 
disbursed over Rs. 250 cTtxes. 
To help provide shelter to 
over one lakh femilies. 

Our .sigliLs are .set even 
hi^ct in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that we are determined to 
complete. 


Housing for millions.We’re making it happen. 

1 __ 




r 


eficiaries have only a dream in their pockets. 



** 

TT NATIONAL 
l_ll_J HOUSING BANK 

(Wholly owned by the Reseivc Bank of India) 

Hinduslar Times House 6lh Horn. 18-20 Kasturba Gandhi Matg. New Delhi 110 00 
Bombay Lite BuikJmg 3rd Floor. 45 Veer Nariman Road Fort, Bontoy 400 023 
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Bobby Robson’s team from the Netherlands 
conquered the hearts of football fans in the country 
while exposing the poor standard of Indian football 
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T hat winter 
morning'in 
Calcutta 
began with a 
novel 

experience. I 
had never seen a white 
tiger before: neither did 
I know such a creature 
actually existed. So. 
when early that cold 
Sunday morning we 
went to tUc sou, which 



people and so much 
enthusiasm for just an 
exhibition match. 1 was 
imprassed. 

In Eindhoven we too 
have a nice stadium, 
though its capacity is 
only about 28CXX). But, 
fOr even tui Eindhoven 


their brains more than 
their counterparts in the 
rest of the country. They 
have got more skill, and 
they have a better 
perception of modern 
football than others. 

Of coiirse, I must say, 

1 was also told not to 


drink a drop of water in 
this city. Ifidid, Iwould 
get jatmdice, they said. 

But now I think I can tell 
you with confidence all 
that was sheer 
nonsense. 

It was so sad that after 
hearing so much about 
Calcutta’s football no 
one ooxild really impreee 



^as so close to our hotel 
1 was pleasantly 
surprised to see a white 
Indian tiger basking in 
the caressing winter 
sun. 

' In the afternoon there 
was another surprise in 
store for me. The 
massive Salt Lake 
Stadium bursting with 
excitement with about 
100,000 people 
cheering, 

hollering, and waiting 
expectantly for the 
match to begin. I never 
expected to see so many 


match not more than 
25,000 people gather 
over there. Even fewer 
people come to see a 
match with our main 
local rival Ajax 
Amsterdam. So, for me 
and the boys in my team, 
it was really 
mind-blowing 
In fact, I had heard a 
lot about Calcutta even 
before landing here. 
They said that Calcutta 
still possesses the cream 
of the country’s 
footballing talent 
Players over here use 


me as a player of 
international standard. 
The previous two 
matches we had played 
4-2-4, but keeping 
Calcutta’s reputation in 

mind, wo switched to the 
4-3-3 system, using an 
extra midfielder. But, in 
the end, it all seemed so 
unnecessary. 


W E reckoned that 
since your coach 
must have 

watched our previous 
two matches, he must 
have by now seen 
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I through our gameplan 
I So, it was imperative for 
I as to change our 
strategy 
In Delhi and 
Bangalore, I could not 
field Jerald Kanenbt i g, 
because of his ankle 
injury. But at the team 
meeting ui Calcutta he 
said he was fit. and 1 
immediately decided to 
I iuikc him ir» the team. 

I P'or, he IS my main 
1 schemer, lie its 
I extremely intelligent, 
can figure out the 
opponents’ gameplan 
instantly. I calculated 
that he would be able to 
lure out one defender 
from the Indian side, 
creating, in the process, 
a wide gap for us to 
exploit. 'File two wingers 
Kalusha and Ellernian 
was supposed to get help 
from Bossman. 
hovering around a little 
behind them to make use 
of the gap in the Indian 
defence. 

i was worried when in 
Ihc first fifteen minutes 
my plan did not work. 

To have 100,000 people 
cheering for you is an 
electrifying experience. 

It can inspire even an 
ordinary side to a rare 
level of excellence And 
when we idealised the 
Indian eleven was 
drawing on that vast, 
rousing, inexhaustible 
source of inspiration, we 
decided to change tlie 
pace of the game, 
slowing it down to 
retain our control on the 
match. 

Fanenberg again was 
the man in charge for 
this. He has often done 
this before me Our club 
officials also have 
tremendous confidence 
in him. Like Gullit, his 
mother is Dutch, and 
father Surinamese. But 
unlike Gullit, ho will 
never change his club or 
go out of Holland for j 




It was so sad thot offer 
hearing so much obout 
Colcutta'sfootbolino 
one could reolly impress 
meosoployerof 
internotionoi 
standard... 
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g^reener pastures. All It seemed in India a lot 

PSV players are of people expected us to 

superbly looked after by show total football, 
the club For instance, simply because the idea 
Fanenberg has got a itself is traditionally 

contract that entitles associated with Dutch 

him to a post-retirement soccer. What they did 
annual pension of not know is that total 

$20,000 till he is 60 football still remains I 

years old. When more a concept than 

someone has his future reality. The only man 
so well secured, he can who had the vision and 
give his life for the club. the resources to put it 

And as expected it was into practice was Rinus 
Faneii berg who Michels .But then one 

eventually brought must remember in his 

about the game under time he had players like 
control, paving the way Johan Cruyff. Neeskens 
for the first goal in the in their prime. In fact, 

25th minute through he had eleven complete 
Ellerman. f(x>tballcrs in his squad. 

We did not have to Where can you find such 

look back again players now? Some of 

Michels’ boys sent 

T |HE day before the risky passes even in 

match an Indian their own defence zone, 

coach wondered But that kind of football 

why we were taking the is no longer in vogue. In 

exhibition matches so fact, we cannot afford to 
seriously. Why play that system 

shouldn’t we? After anymore. 

returning to Holland, You must have noticed 

we would be right back that none of my boys 
into the thick of the ever resorted to rough 

league championship. tactics in any of the 

So, 1 had told the boys matches. On the other 
we were not here on hand one of the 

holiday It hacf to be Nigerians in the 

business as usual In the Calcutta match even 
ten days that we were in spat on one of my 

India I put my boys players. That was not 

through more than fair. Whenever I send 

twelve practice sessions my boys into the 
So, you can realise ground, I tell them play 

how serious we were. well, play beautifully. 

Ever since I became Entertain the 
coach of Eindhoven, the connoisseur. 

club has played eight Coining on such a 

exhibition matches. We short and hectic tour, it 
lost only once, in is impossible for me to 

Barcelona. Even though diagnose your problems, 
that's quite on But I tliiiik there are 

impressive track record, serious organisational 
on Sunday evening, lapses on the part of 

immediately after the those who rule the 
Calcutta match. 1 game. I suggest you 

received phone calls ve a lot of emphasis on 

from Eindhoven asking school football, like 
why the goal margin England does. Make 

was not as big as the soccer compulsory in 
previous matches. And 1 schools just as we have 
had to explain it all. Can done. For. that is where 
you believe that? talent begins to blossom. 

_ ^ 
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HUMOUR IN SPORT 














WIMBLEDON’ 


Y OU may not even miss R. 
Tanner, absent from 
Wimbledon after 11 
firenerally productive 
years, but for early 
awakening tennis 
degenerates in America, and the 
folks responsible for televising the 
Big W back to the States, he will 
forever be enshrined as Rosooe. 

St. Roscoe’s call of nature—a 
wrong number as it turned 
out—was the answer to the 
big^doUar prayers of the NBC-TV 
task force j ust five years ago when 
Wimbledon made its first 







significant impression on the 
colonials of North America. Until 
Rosooe Tanner’s gallant five-set 
holding action, against the 
ulikinpion Bjom Borg in tne 1979 
fii^, Americans could take 
Wimbledon on telly cr leave it 
alone—mostly the latter. 
Although the final has been 
beamed to the United States for 
more than 20 years, it was, prior 
to 1979, delivered in a limp 
taped-and-condensed form, seen 
five or six hours after the fact on a 
Saturday afternoon. By the time 
the telecast appeared the result 


was generally known. As my 
Uncle Studley says “This is as 
thrilling as marrying a woman 
after you’ve lived with her for a 
couple of years.” 

The delayed concept may seem 
as ghastly to you as it is, and 
possibly unbelievable that 
Wimbledon wouldn’t be seen live. 
But the tournament, despite its 
pre-eminence, wasn’t considered 
commercially strong* enmigK to 
risk showing as it happened: that 
is, starting at 9 a.m. in the 
Eastern US and 6 a.m. on the West 
Coast. 

Presenting tennis at those 
hours on a Saturday morning 
seemed as reasonable as piping a 
Golda Meir documentary into 
Damascus. The viewing audience 
would be about the size of 
Twiggy’s waistline. True, 
American TV sets are extremely 
well attended on Saturday 
mornings, but then the fans are 
juveniles and the fare cartoons. 
Could tennis possibly go up 
against Loony Tunes and survive? 
As likely as Tom devoxu-ing Jerry, 
was the conventional thought. 

Y©t th© executive producer of 

NBC Sport at the time, a big, 
yoimg. persuasive guy. named 
Don Ohlmeyer. boldly believed 
otherwise. Ohlmeyer felt that the 
immediacy of allowing Americans 
to eavesdrop on a Centre Court 
battle in progress, and watch 
every stroke, would overcome the 
obstacles, chiefly the American 
sporting public's unfamiliarity 
with Wimbledon and indeed life in 
ail places at such an 
unsympathetic hour on a 
non-working day. 

Nevertheless. Ohlmeyer sold it 
to his superiors, and a minion, 
Robert Basche, coined a phrase 
that has entered the American 
sporting lexicon: 'Breakfast at 
Wimbleduji*. 


T he only consoling thought 
when Tanner came throu^ 
was his American origin. But 
he bad the charisma of a 
cigar store Indian and 
visions of a quick knockout.. 


But what kind of broakfast? A 
beigel and a cup of coffee would 
have been more than enough to 
get you though last year's dawn 
execution of Chris Lewis by John 
McEnroe. A final such as that 
would probably have finished off 
‘Breakfast at Wimbledon’ before it 
got out of the frying pan in 1979. 

What NBC desired was a match 
as long and satisfying as a good 

old. Cxigplieib bren.lefaet of kippore, 

porridge, eggs, sausage and 
bacon, plenty of toast and 



Tanner is also remembered for 
his big serves 

marmalade, bolstered by 
innumerable cups of tea—a match 
to linsrer over (garnished with 
innumerable revenue-yielding 
commercials), and one that might 
even intrude on lunch. 

But despite the lack of 
enthusiasm at upper network 
levels the commitment was 
nevertheless made to an 
innovative Wimbledon-as-is 
production. However, as the 
climactic Saturday neared, with 
Borg the archangel of Centre 
Court looking more divinely 
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Rotcoe Tanner 
saved 
Wimbledon 
as far as the 
American TV 
viw#>r8 were 
concerned 


when Tanner came throug^h was 
his American origin. But he had 
the charisma of a cigar store 
Indian and visions of a quick 
knockout, audience withdrawal, 
and l Al that time to fill made the 
NBC camp tense as the traditional 
2 p.m. starting hour approached. 
Tanner, in his little orphan Annie 
coiffure, as tightly permed as ourr 
nerves, didn’t have a prayer to put 
the fight on Borg. But does any 
saint-to-be arise knowing this will 


anointed than ever. Ohlmeyer and 
his NBC brigade began U> sweat 
and grope like Bjorn’s victims. 
Naturally we wanted Bjorn on one 
side of the net aiming for his 
fourth sucxiessive title, but nobody 
was cheering Roscoe Tanner on to 
the other spot. 

Early tirst choice was Jimmy 
Connors, but, strangely, he got 
seeded tliird. to be squashed by 
Borg in the semis. Second seed 


John McEnroe would tiave been 
fine, but Tim Gullikson evicted 
him in the fourth round. A 
rematch of the glorious S-set 1977 
semi, Vitas Gerulaitis’s near miss 
against Borg, would have been 
well itsceived, only Pat Dupre got 
rid of Vitas at the outset. NBC had 
allotted six hours of time to the 
broadcast, and Tanner was hardly 
anybody’s idea of a time-killing 
antidote to the Swede. 

The only consoling thought 
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A lucrativo pav day tor doubles 
winners Ray Moore (left) and 
Rosooe Tanner. The left handed 
Tanner also served his way to 
the $22,880 singles prize 


be the day he earns his wings? 

Apprehension was the theme as 
Donald Dell and 1, the 
commentators»walked towards 
the broadcast booth with 
Ohlmeyer. Puffing on a cigarette* 
the boss said to Dell (who was also 
Tanner’s agent), 'Can your guy at 
least win a set?’ 

*I woldn't bet much on it,* Dell 
replied frankly. Tanner's 
wrongness as a finalist wasn’t the 
only problem. Ohlmeyer had just 
learned that the All England Club 
wouldn’t budge on the starting 
time for his grand experiment, 
customarily the players marched 
on at 1.50 with the first ball to be 
struck in anger at two precisely. 
That was no good for NBC, 
scheduled to come on the air at 
two, with about five minutes of 
build-up, plus the necessary and 
lucrative commocials. 

Ohlmeyer had assumed the AEG 
1 would be amonRblQ to a 
five-minute delay, which has since 
been granted. Wrong, said the 
clubbies. 

But Saint Roscoe saved the day, 
at both ends. Dell got to him a few 
minutes before the walk-on and 
explained NBC’s predicament. ‘Tie 
your shoes a lot just after the 
knock up’, was one suggestion. 
Roscoe improved on that. As he 
and Borg were making the walk 
from the changing room, St 
Roscoe stopped, saying he heard a 
call of nature which couldn’t be 
put on hold. Could they deny a 
condemned man his last wish? He 
vanished to a loo where he 
remained, though the call was 
wrong number, for the crucial five 
minutes. 
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But he wasn’t firiislied with his 
patriotic stint on behalf of the 
homeland network. Once the 
match began tardily, but with the 
requisite precis fully shown, 
Roscoe began to play like a saint. 
When Tanner won the first set the 
cheering from the NBC 
prpduction unit could be heard in 
Calais. It was going to be a match, 
not a slaughter so much so that 


the Yank damned near won in five 
sets. 

‘Breakfast at Wimbledon’ was a 
critical and financial succ^s, and 
got tastiei* with the McEiiroe/Borg 
epics of 1980/81 and Connors’ 
five-set unseating of McEnroe in 
1982. By the time we at last got a 
clinker in Lewis-McEnroe. 
‘Breakfast at Wimbledon' was so 


well established that the: men’s 
final was moved to Sunday and 
even the Ladies' final gets the live 
treatment on Saturday 
It’s a double bi'eakfast portion 
now, but we wouldn't be doing it 
at all if Saint Roscoe hadn’t held 
off a couple of 

dragons—traditional start and 
Bjorn Borg—five years ago. • 
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RECIPE FOR AN AMERICAN WORLD CUP: 


SHAKEN, 

[Q T STORE D, 
WITH A 

TWIST 
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I planet. Americans may not have ^rown up with 
soccer, but where their forefathers came from 
I this simple, addictive, resiliei it game was and 
still is a part of life 

T he fact is that our baby will, for one month in 
the baseball season of '94, be in your hands. 
Please care for it 

I'm confident that we can do a trade. If wc 
rather backward people in the arts of 
presentation come with an openness to Jearn, will 
you try to share the ethos that makes srxjcor the 
No 1 passion in 1R5 

To achieve this two-way pull, we might have to 
ask you to take, with a large pinch of salt, the 
utterances of soccer’s internat i(jnal governing 
I body, FIFA. Its president, Joajo Havclange, and 
his men are entrepreneurs. Tiiey fet-1 it js thei r 
duty to keep chasing an ever bigger marketphu^e j 
for ever more miJlions of players. and prt^fUs. 

Fine, business is busine^ss. Not so line i.s the | 

bargaining Havelange keeps atu^mptnig with tiie I 
basic tenets of the game. Hr? advcx.ates splitting I 

playing time into four quarters (to tmliancf* U S ■ 
television advertising rights) and enlar ging the 
goals (to pander to those who i-educ.f' game- ol i i | 
versus 11 into a simpleton’s O K C:on al ! 

shootout) i 

Both changes are crass The first would destroy i 
the rhythm and pattern of a game of 1,wo halves; { 

the second would presuppose that goals an? the i 

game. 

They are not. Goals an* thff eml proa Lici of a j 

Sport pitting attack against defense^ a game ; 

that, we are told, 15 niilJiOn young Amc^i u ans ; 

play despite the fact that the pledged U 8 major i 

outdoor league for 1995i appears r'crnote i 

But those youths, and certainly many j 

Americans, thoroughly appreciah; that soccer ! 

has an almost pnmit’.vc feeling of touch and | 

movement It is a bewitching t h ing to bfdiolri a j 

great player in the outfield attempting to impose I 
his will on that round ball at his feet (lienee i 

f(X)tbalL not soccer) Dribbling thr? ball, | 

controlling it, passing it. and challenging are | 

embodied in a contest, team against team, j 

scoring or not. ! 

I 

T hat is why, from Biazil to Bulgar*ia, from { 
China to Cameroon, ii skilled o-o match can be ‘ 
recognised as m ore i-eward i n g than a j 

slapdash game heavy with goals but light on 
quality. 

So why did U.S. observers in Italy last summer 
report that so many tied matches represented a 
boredom AmerK;a simply could nevoi* seir-^ Partly i 
because FIFA’s concept and its timing brings out i 
the worst in teams 

That view should, if honesty prevails, be j 

brought home to Havelange at the end of tins 
year FIFA has put Michel Platini onto a working 
group seeking ways to overcome negative play, 
and Platini, a visionary of the outfield before 
retiring to manage the French national team, I 
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O NCE a^ain 

cfuefitionft 
haveanKfni 
ofjUHt wiial 
is a pj'ofessK^nal (uui 
and whoit ii )x‘ 

j punished bv a 

KIKA 1«? 

I tu Ml-' pr wfavin 

j uiari^t/i (uraTf'ovor 

j j tije pr foul 

i' ’ b(-jL>un last motith by 
i j the we adit L^-r off of the 
I ; Arsenaier.ntre-half 
! j ’Pony Adams at 
; [ Luton Jl shows no 
! I surn nf abating, 
i I jMany years ago 
I ■' now, the English 
' j League bravely and 
constructively 
I introduced unilater- 
! ally—a new 

j dispensation. If a 
j defender brought 
j down a forward who. 

I in the view of the 

I referee, was going 

through to score, 
then auiomatictally he 
was sent off. 

I The so called 

i “professional foul /' 

; an absolute 

I euphemism, would no 

j longer be a vai la bU' to 

! a cynical and beaten 
j dofonder. Chop a map 
I down, and the 

I offender would be 

I banished 

It all seemed a hule 
! Uk> g(K)d to t rue, 

' and so i t p ro v ed. J uao 
; Hii\»^eUingc, the 

durable but forever 
I controversial and 

I orit jcu^t d I*i‘eaidcnt of 

! FIFA, man whose 

; origin.'!i spi>rt wmm 

I Wau T‘p, .;j)!t‘avjly 

intciMMU'M 
I Th» Lv-'T’mU 

Leagiu* 1 in f!{'oi’f'ed 
had acirn w lint*', 

; FIFA sfiiu.t }i >: :in([ 

; must repttul llr.n- m.w 
la.vv immediately 
There was nothing 

iy ~ 


FIFA’s 

for it. alas, but to 
obey 

So for many years 
past, the professional 
foul has still been 
available to the 
cynical aerenoer. A 
forward who has used 
his speed and skill to 
get through a defence 
can be brought down 
within sight of a goal, 
and all he will gain is 
a generally 
unproductive free 
kick. 

Things suddenly 
and unexpecitedly 
changed on the eve of 
the 1990 World Cup. 
All at once, and with 
absurdly scant notice, 
Havelange and his 
FIFA cronies decided 
something must be 
done about dirty play 

The rule against 
the professional foul 
was taken abruptly 
onboard. Players 
who offended in this 
manner would, in the 
World Cup, be sent 
off. Well, as we all 
know, some of them 
were, some of them 
were not. Matches 
like that between 
Egypt and Holland 
showed the wildest 
anomalies. 

So did the opening 
game between the 
Cameroons and 
Argentina when 

Michel Vautret, for 

long a valued and 
respected referee, 
.seemed totally to lose 
his bearings under 
the new FIFA 
instructions, sending 
off a CamercK)n player 
lor a foul on Claudio 
Caniggia of 
Argentina which 
seemed almost trivial. 


FAIR-PUY FOUL-UP 



The World Cup 
over, FIFA embodied 
the new dispensation 
into the laws of the 
game. In future, if a 
referee deemed that a 
defensive foul had 
thwarted a player 
who was going on to 
score, he was off. 
Inside or outside the 
penalty box, it made 
no difference. 

This was the great 
departure from the 
English rule. A foul 
in the penalty box 
should automatically 
mean a penalty 
which, for the 
Football Leag'ue, was 
sufficient 

punishment in itself. 
Net for FIFA. If the 
referee thought a foul 
in the box had 
prevented a goal, 
then off went the 
offender. 

As Tony Adams 
went off at Luton. 

Arsenal second in 
the League, wez e a 
goal up against 


Luton. Ian Oowie, the 
Luton and Northern 
Ireland 

centre-forward, got 
past Tony Adams on 
the appalling plastic 
pitch. Adams could 
not turn in 
time—who can, on 
that ghastly 
surface?—and when 
he did manage to 
recover, brought 
Dowie down. 

Philip Don, the 
referee, not only gave 
penalty to Luton, 
from which they 
scored but sent 
Adams off into the 
bargain. 

There was a lot of 
sympathy for Adams, 
a lot of criticism for 

Don. But wan nithor 

justihed? Theirs not 
to reason why. you 
might say about 
referees. For the new 
FIFA ruling is crystal 
clear. When an 
attackei* is fouled, 
and the referee thinks 







: ))0l8lnapoeiticmto 

iaroije, then 

, ♦ outaide the penalty 
^ hCMi; the offender 
must be expelled. 

Mr Don is one of the 
" younger English 
referees in the 
Enghsh League and 
in my view very much 
one of the better ones. 
He has plenty of guts, 
aa he showed a couple 
of Weeks earlier at 
Liverpool when he 
refused the home side 
a penalty against 
Manchester City in 
front of the notorious 
Kop. 

Liverpool at Anfield 
have gained from 
many a contentious 
penalty, but Mr Don 
most emphatically 
wasn’t going to have 
it. What he did at 
Luton was his duty, 
no more, no less 
What we have to ask 

is? whether snoh u 
duty is fair and 
rational? 

I don’t think it is, 
Let as take up one of 
the most manifest 
anomalies in the FIl^'A 
ruling- handling the 
ball does not 
constitute a foul 
which demands 
expulsion. 

Why not? 
Presumably the 
sub-text must be that 
it is not, in itself, 
violent. Yet it is an 
appallingly unfaii* 
and cynical Kind of 
foul. A ball is saihug 
in to .the net, me 
goalkeeper is beaten, 
and a defender on the 
goal-line punches the 
ball away. 

In Rugby Union, 
there is such a thing 
as a penalty try. 

When the referee 
thinks a try would 
have been scored had 


a foul not been 
committed, it is 
within his remit to 
award a try. But a 
soccer referee cannot 
award a goal. 

So the defender has 
a good chance of 
profit from his sin. 
For the award is not 
that of a goal, but that 
of a penalty 
kick—which may or 
may not be converted. 

The penalty kicker 
may put the ball 
outside the posts, or 
over the bar. The 
goalkeeper may bring 
off a save. In either 
case, a certain goal 
has been averted. And 
the offender, the man 
who has handled the 
ball, still stays on the 
field. Justice? A 
mockei-y of it. 

Havelangehas 
never shown much 
sensitivity or insight 
inlf) Ht* cltv*R 

not seem really to 
understand it. Had he 
done so, he would 
long ago have 
incorporated the 
professional foul rule 
invented by the 
English League, he 
would have given the 
World Cup '90 
referees decfmt notice 
and he would nave 
thought out the 
problems of fouls 
inside and outside the 
penally box, 

Vov what of a foul 
in the box when the 
pbivoi .itrl sf. 

Ill a jKjssitiuii tu 

A penalty kick, in ail 
conscience and all 
cases, is surely 
punishment enough. 
The whole point of the 
professional foul was 
to punish offences on 
the edge of the box. 

SyndrcAlAd by P A matures 

BY BRIMI fiUHVIUE 


opposes the myopic remedy of enlarged goals. 
During the World Cup, he threw his arms i nto the 
air in Bologna and lamented. ‘These guys are too 
tired. It is too hot and humid, the World Cup is 
held at the wrong time of year " 

His point, from personal experience in Mexico 
four years pi'eviously, is that squeezing a 
52-match tournament into an invariably 
sweltering summer month us sheer pur gatory 
Players are worn out alter 10-month sea^sons 
for their clubs. They arrive injured and with their 
energy at its lowest. And then. because FIF'’A*s 

World Cup io a Q4 too-m TV nhinding:, thoy u.r*o 

grilled under the sun and become cautious 
because the system favors survival. 

Will Platini dare tell KIP'*A what he said in 
Bologna? Could FIFA nc‘gotiat«i a new time slot 
with clubs that pay millions w'ages to piiiyors so 
that the showpiece is hold at 1 lie bogiujung, not 
the end, of the season'-^ 

Even if he does, there is ikj way rod ifK at-ion 
will arrive by 1994 Alreariy. A.^u r-avin oitie.s 
are offering stadiums from whu h FIFA will 
select 11, the stadiums will thoij nrod 'minor" 
modifications, such as gi-ass fiflds 
Then there is the vexing pr< ibU u i ot 11 - r 
unwanted U S television rights /\t infsian u\ 
last year, FIFA had boosted that ‘uu ieriibUj hut 
true, football has set the IJ S, alight ’ rtu rifaiity 
was that, when the U.R team oppo.sed Italy's team 
in Rome, not 1 niillicjn Ainei ican housrtioicis 
tuned in to watc^h 

F IFA’s formula is telovision-arivertising sport 
Crucial to tluit is pen met ea* advertising ttiat. 
after interniiuabUi w'rangling, wji] he ruW.‘d by 
a new company. ‘World Cup ’94 Marked mg lue 
Revenues " 'fhe profits w'lli iro to Worhi 

Cup USA 94 and ISL tlie Adid^is-roid rolied 
marketing partnei' of P4FA 
And who will try to niitke Airi'waea jve 

at its own jamboree''^ Franz Beeki'id);iuer. the 
team manager of 1900ebanipioir> VV^'st Oennany. 
heis flirted wdlh taking on t fie' task lb it, vis Uu- 
year end(?d, he said. “I don't mind ii ehali^ uf^e, hut 
I don't fight a lost cause. It was in nj\ rnind tf) jnin 
the American World Cuperi'ort but when I ]iaid a 
visit I saw that it’.s already too lyte to timid a team 
for ’04" Ret^konbauor hasofh-n waxf'd and, \\aned 
on thi.*-’ subjeet, that s^^en■Jeed to a j >: eti \ 
definin stat< rmed 

'i'lu: ialcst i n.'.io. I ; h. •] ’ 'j 
suggests that LiV<‘T-p(Joi s UMm m.ie 
Dalglish rna;s coa/Ji the F.R l /aighsli says 

nothing Indejed, he is a pi-ivalc indsvKlual rai ely 
willing to divulge his team’s lineup an houi 
tiefore a match A winnei’. for sujo, tmt wuh ttie 
Amen<ian open dtxir to the locker room m inuicl 
it may be worth checking why i hi.s story w^asn't 
leaked on April 1 


BY ROB HUGHES 
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WORLD CANDIDATES’ CHESS 


V ISWAN ATHAN ANAND is phlegmatic by nature 
Nothing ever seems to unduly disturb or excite 
him One would t hink that there would be some 
trhaiigc in his demanour or his lifestyle on the eve 
; of his World Ca ndidate s iiuilch against Alexey Dreev of the 
USSR After all. tor all ttiai he hasachiovod in the past, this is 
I his biggest challenge yet in fact, simplislically put, he is 
! only four nppnnf>nts away f rom playing Garry Kasparov for 
I the world mlc Vet (oi Indiit'.s only Grandmaster, the 
i Candidnfes m:i!i ii tould well bt'just another game played at 
i home with !i<'i!!ii i .Sustiila who has played such a great role 
i in nui't Mi iiit:' Ik.- i talented .son's early interest in the sport 
■ h'tI liot riK'^in tl'iul Aiitiiid not pr*epa.i*t*d 

' adoqu^jtt \v or is (*ojijpUu:f?nt He has made a careful study of 
hisopfv>iiriit’s {^anie as well his own having worked 
; .ii-isid.Nnislv v\ i(h the helpof liis present second Ferdinand 
I Hi Her s oi Swtxien, and his former second Holland's Van Der 
■ Wa*l m hisown cool, calm and calculated manner, alrait 
, Uiat has het^ome his liallmark. he assorts, “There is no 
change in rny lifestyle, i will take it as jtcomes ‘ 

Anand is neither a pessimist nor an ojitimist he is a niahsl 
Asked about his chances ho refuses to make prediclicjiis ‘I 
havt' prepared well and 1 am cxinfident It is really difficult to 
; gticiny further than that,for both mo and Dreov are first lime 
candidates". 

Indeed th<*y arc, and that is what makes this tie among the 
■ most intriguing among all the other matches to be played 
: around the world at about thf^ same time Dreev born in 
I December 1969 is only six muaths oldei* than Anand. As per 
j the latest FIDK list (January 1, 1991) Dreev is ranked 17 to 
Anand’s M. and his ELO rating is 262r) to Anand's 2635 
! Those facts alone appear to ensuie a ketai contest at the Hot(J 
1 J I’ident in south Madras over the next week or two 
; Anand and Dreev have met twice on the international 
, circuit but that was a long time ago, wdien both w^ere 
I Hub-juinoi’s la the World Under 16 Championshi]) at Paris in 
I 1984,Anand and 1 Irecw played a draw' Later that year in 
j Finland during the World Junior Championship, they again 
! played a drawn game Dreev, incidoi itally. finished sec^ond in 
j that eumpt?titK>ii 

Will playing at home bt' an an advantage? J suppose the 
■ plus and minus points all balanc e cait in the end and Uic net 
I rt'sult will be neulra) ' Saul Anand ‘It wnll be an adva.ntage 
■ suK’e parental suppoil wullbeon hand I know' almost 
; everybody Tim atmosphere and surroundings will be 
i lannliar On the ot ht'r hand 1 wall be under some prt^ssui-e 
playing Hi liome and lam aware that peopk' will expect me to 
\vv\ I Will t ry not to Think about such t hings, try not to put 
pi-esrmre on mystJI and say to myself ttiat 1 just w'aiil to win' 
M.»Or;is.ol coui’Si'. is pt'riiaps the righi place to hold such 
: ,0! Ctra evt Jvt Not only is n Anand s iiomctown but also 

j Ihv c .ipJttil <>! th<( W lietf ><41 t.lu‘ 

! rn.iU h lo India at tbe C'^hess Olympiad at Novisaad last 
; monlb, thel'amil Nadu CIhjss Association seci'ttary, DV 
1 Siindai' w.is ipuck to act On theTNCA's I'eciuest the* ATCF 
! allotted I hi' mat ell to Madras 

I it IS t he In st tune that a t'anchdates matcli is being heJd m 
' India and cuily Uie si-cond time m Asia Not. unexpecledl.w 
: Sundar is excited about the prospect “We liave left no stone 
j unturned to make, tta organisation of this impiM'tant event a 
i siuicess. w'i* have a budget <4 about Rs 12 lakhs and three or 
! Rmr spouse n s have ready comt' forward to meet the amount 
f Madras: ready Go Anand!# 


V. ANAND 


Ready 

For 

Battle 

PARTAB RAMCHAND, MADRAS 


To put it 
simplistically, 
Anand is only 
four opponents 
away from 
playing Garry 
Kasparov for 
the world title. 
Yet hjB is so 


Candidates’ 
match could be 
just another 
game played at 
home with his 
mother Sushila 
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IHE RULES 

T he Viawanathan 
Anand Al€?3<<jy 
Drecv World ChiicIj 
dates Chess lie to t)e 
held in Madras fi'ojn 
Jan 23 is only one 
among the seven 
matches to be con¬ 
ducted at about the 
same time in various 
cities in the world. 

The Six other pair¬ 
ings are' J. Timman 
(Netherlands) 2630 vs 
K. Huebner (Germany) 
2620 from Jan 23 at 
Sarajevo (Yugoslavia), 

V Ivanchuk (USSK) 

2 695 vs L Y ud as in 
(USSK) 2645 from Jan 
23 at Riga (USSK). K 
Gelfand (USSR) 2700 
vs P Nikf;lic (YQ(iO) 
2620 fV(jm Jan 23 at 
Sarajevo V Korchnoi 
(Swiss) 2615 vs Gy Ilia 
Saz liiun- 

garyi 2605 Irorn J.oi 
23 a1 Wijk Aan 7..> a 
(Netherlands) N Sliort 
(England) 2635 vs J 
Speeinian (Englarul) 
2610 from Jan 23 at 
London S. Dolmatov 
(USSR) 2f320 vs KA 
Yusutxjv (USSR) 2605 
from Jan 23 at Wijk 
Aan (Net h cr lands) 
The rules each 
match w)l be ovt*r 
f of right gamc‘s (till last 
year Jl was best ol six 
games) The winner of 
a match js the firsi 
player to score 4 5 
poi n1 s J! the scioies a r'fj 
It-wel after eight games. 

a new draw ol lots 
will be iifld and two 
sudden cleat li tie hi oak ; 
games will be played If 
ttie scores are stil! ; 
level then anotlier i 
draw r.f lots wili he I 
iHild befor’n two PirOicr 1 
suddcM death lie Ircak 
games iiri,‘ playird 3’wo 
tife* brouk garnoB wiil be 
played every day at a 
time limn of 00 moves 
in 45 minutes and 20 
moves every 15 mi¬ 
nutes the reartr.T If the 
scorejs are stil! level af¬ 
ter the second series oj‘ 
the tie break games, 
the players will draw 
lots to determine the 
winner 
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INTERVIEW 


DUTCH 
COURAGE! 


Vt^orld diampions Holland sent an under-21 team to play in tlie 
Indira Gandhi tournament held at Delhi. Their coach Ger Eikelboom 
explains the importance of long-term planning 


Why llullaiid are world champions and 
India languishing: in world hockey was 
f^vident from the 5th Indira Gandhi 
international hoc.:key tournament at 
The Dutch are meticulously 
planning for the future while we don’t 
look b€3yond our nose They used the 
tfiui nament to prepare the^ir team for the 

1993 Junior World Cup and nurture 
talent for the next senior world cup in 

1994 They sent an Under 21 team to 
gain valuable international exposure in 
the tournament at Delhi Such long term 
and systematic planning is a mirage in 
India n hor?kf*.y In India, junior teams are 
only formed when an international 

age group tournament is around the 
rorner 

Sportswortd: Why did Holland send an 
Under>21 team to Delhi, knowing that it would 
jeopardise your chances of winning the 
tournament? 

GER EIKELBOOM: In Holland we prepare 
lor I he Jutu re Our ai m is the Olympics 
and World Cup We treat other 
international tournaments as 
opport luiiUos to experiment and build for 
the future We would have liked to bring 
some t^f our senior players. However, 
they havfi had a tiring and busy schedule 
last yf:ar. the World Cup, BMW 
toui nanient and Champions trophy. So 
wi.* cicf ided t* > give them rest and look to 
Wu^ fnt ui t' We knew that with an Under 
I u.'jt ii\. u wouia not nc possiDle to win 
the Indira Gandhi tournament, but we 
art^ luc^kmg tor longterm gains 
What js the average age of your team? 

A. 'rhe average age of the team is 19. This 
team is ix'iug prepared for the European 
Under 21 <'hampionships in 1992 and the 
World juinor championships in 1993. So 
five of our players are in the 18-19 years 
age group and others in the 19-20 age 
group Most of our players are teenagers, 
as we want them I’eady for big time 
hrx'key by 1992-93 



InHoHandwe 
prepare for the 
future. Our 
aim is the 
Olympics and 
the World Cup. 
We treat other 
intemationai 
tournaments, 
as 

opportunities 
to experiment 
and bund for 
the future. 



Since when have you been with this squad? 

We assembled a squad of 30 juniors in 
June 1990. This squad has been chosen 
from amongst them Most of our players 
are students. I chart out individual 
assignments and physical fitness 
schedules for each player They tram 
with their clubs. On Sundays we try and 
play a match with top Dutch c;lub teams. 
Prior to this tournament we trained as a 
squad thrice a week. 

Do your famous football clubs support hockey? 

No, we have separate hockey clubs. The 
best known and most popular are 
1C am pong of Amsterdam and 
BloemendaJ. Both clubs have about 1,400 
boys and girls as members. Priority wise, 
hockey is not all that popular in Holland. 
It would rate 10th in the popularity list. 
So we do not have many youngsters 
playing hockey. Our aim as coac;hes is to 
nurture effectively the best talent wo 
have. 

As a coach what do you emphasise on for the 
players? 

I lay a lot of emphasis on skill, especially 
trapping, accurate passing and running 
with the ball. Physical fitness they have 
Xjo develop on their own. Tactics are 
taught latei'. 

Your impressions of Indian hockey? 

Indian players are very skillful but the 
organisation of your game in India does 
not seem to be good. Talking to Indian 
players, 1 gather there is a. lot of 

regionalism in selection of the Indian 
team. 

Why is it that Holland have so many 
exceptional penalty corner experts? 

(laughing) Paul Litjens and Floris 
Bovelande r are role models for young 
Dutch players. Every club in Holland has 
at least one good penalty corner expert. 
Competition is intense. In my club, 
Hattem, we have a penalty comer expert 
Kooke who is of international class but 
cannot get into the Dutch team. • 






READERS 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which are the 
. only two 
father-son 
combinations to 
have played 
one-day 
International 
cricket? 

2 In a biathlon 
, relay, if a 
pmicipant rails to 
hit a target, what is 
the pen^ty? 

3 In water-polo, 
. what is the 
minimum depth of 
water required? 

4 “An old Indian 
. proverb, 
related to me by 
William Walker, 
says that. If X and a 
cobra confront you 
on the road, 3 tou 
kill the most 
dangerous one 
first; in this case X. 
Though not 
qualified to uphold 
: ^i a as an axiom or 
dispute it as 
slander, ever since 
I witnessed their 
fervour in a Test 
nmtchin 1956,1 
have placed X 
among the world’s 
most volatile 
cricket watchers. ’’ 
Sure enough, the 
■author Ray 
Robinson is 


ANSWERS 


1. Don Pringle (East Africa) and Derek Pringle 
(England); Colin and Chris Cowdery txrth England. 

2. An eictra lap of 200 mts has to be run. 

3. One metre. 

4. The cricket fans of Bengal. 

5. Short leg in cricket. 

6. Jaroslav Drobny (Egypt). He is a native of 
Czechoslovakia. 

7. Those Who have been out first ban in any type of 
cricket. 

6. Prablr Sen (Bengal). 

9. Sew Shivnaraine. 

10. Trap shooting. 

11. The Greek King, King Constantine. 

12. Underwater hockey. 

13. It was the first time two left handers-Neaie. 
Fraser and Rod Laver were involved. 

14. The Zimbabwean President, Robert Mugabe. 

15. Dwight Elsenhower. 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
MRS. AJANA CHOWDNURY 
SUCHITRA' 

P&TCOLONir, 

P.O.LALPUR 
RANCHI-834001. 


RATING TEST 


Abtm 18: Wlah you w«i Blit irtMr toam 
BBlmen lOantf 13: Not toB bal. 

Botoir 10: SportwraiM itiwim Tocommeiiflod. 

AH ansawro sent in by the conHtSulor 


half-ioking. But 
who IS the X this 
humourous cricket 
writer is referring 
to? 

5 What is 
• known as 
•Boot Hill*? 

e Whpisthe 
. only African 
to have won 
Wimbledon ? 

7 Who forms 
• the primary 
club? 

8 Which Indian 
, wicketkeeper, 
called on to bowl 
casually in a Rapii 
Trophy match, 
periormed a 
hat-trick? 

9 He is of Indian 
. origin, has 
played Test cricket 
for the West Indies 
and is the captain 
of the US cricket 
team. Who is he? 

•4 What is 
J.V/. clay pigeon 
shooting otherwise 
known as? 

n In the 1964 
. Olympics, 
.yachting had a 
very special 
winner. Who? 

•4 o What is 
X • Octapush? 
•4 o What is so 
. 1 . 0 . special 
about the 1960 
Wimbledon singles 
final ? 

•4 A “Cricket? It 
JL^> civilizes 
people and creates 
good gentlemen. 1 
want everyone to 

play cricket in 
Zimbabwe. 1 want 
ours to be a nation 
of gentlemen.” Who 
said this? 

-4 pr He has 
X O • played the 
American football 
lea.^e and is 
peimaps the only 
US President to 
have watched Test 
cricket. Who is he? 
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The slrikBr wlwe goals tsxk 
England to the semi finals in Italy 

tise his a^ts sef on _ 

1992...despile his X yesrs 


G 


described. There would 
have been no post-World 
Cup boom but for his 
earning and converting 
the penalties that 
averted defeat by 
Cameroon; however 
mucn we may liave 
warmed to the Africans, 
headline writers like 
nothing more than a 
wallow in “shame” 

This is not to 


LINEKER has 
just turned 30. He does 
not look it, any more 
*than Cliff Richard looks 
50, and likewise shows 
no sign of diminishing 
powers; indeed it is a 
measure of his quality 
that he has come to be 
taken for granted. 

The last season proved 
it. What caught the 
country’s imagination? 
Gazza and his tears. But 
Lineker was England's 
saviour, if any 
individual can be so 



understate Paul 
Gascoigne’s 
contribution—his pass 
made the second penalty 
in the quarter-final, and 
his inspired run through 
the Belgian ranks had 

done muclx to got 

England that 
far- merely to recall the 
realities. It is pertinent 
to add that Gascoigne 
and his 30 million 
sympathisers would not 
have been able briefly to 
contemplate bitter-sweet 
implications but for 
Lineker’s goal against 
the Germans. 

Yet Lineker is 
expiected to score. While 
one always hesitates 
before using the word 
“great” about a 
contemporary 
footballer, in my view 
1990 sent Lineker to the 
hall of fame. Ten goals 
in 11 matches at the 
highest level, the final 
stages of the World Cup, 
brooks little argximent. 
And it may surprise 
admirers of his 
happy-go-lucky image 
to learn that he returned 
from Italy disappointed 
at having failed to top 
the charts in successive 
tournaments; that 
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would have been a first. 

Despite a tendency 
towards cheerful 
philosophising which 
suggests he may have 
been put on earth as an 
antidote to 

Shanklyicm—“We didn’t 

play very well,’’ he said 
after the 1988 European 
Championship, “but it’s 


Gory Lineker has just 
turned 30. He does not 
look it; ony more thon Cliff 
Richord looks 50, and 
likewise shows no sign of 
diminishing powers; indeed 
it iso measure of his 
quoiity that he come to be 
token for granted 
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not as if we committed a 
crime or 

aaythliig”—Uiit^ker 

reihains intensely 
ambitious. 

He wanted the fuel of 
the'England captaincy, 
which Graham Taylor 
provided, and admits 
already to be “burning” 
with a desire to lead his 
country in the 1992 
finals. “We are strong 
enough, and young 
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enough." ht; Kuys. “todo 
very well ’* 

His prospecjts must be 
kept und(u* ivviow. 
because rj 1'.-year old 
strikers an' bistoru ally 
thin on tlie high 
ground, but current 
evidence indicates that 


What caught the country's 
imoginotion? Gozzo and 
his teors. But Lineker wos 
England's soviour, of any 
individuol con be so 
described... 


Lineker’s travels have 
equipped him with 
sufficient knowledge to 
compensate for fading 
pace. Two goals in his 
first three matches as 
England captain, while 
adjusting to the tactical 
demands of partnership 



If someone like Peter 
Beardsley had been 
enlisted to assist Lineker 
at Tottenham, things 
might have been very 
different for the club 

with Steve Bull against 
Hungary and Poland 
and a new attacking 
formation in Ireland, 
were encouraging 
enough. 

ir only Touennam 
provided a more stable 
base. Shortly after he 
arrived from Barcelona, 
Chris Waddle was sold to 
Marseille for C4.25m. He 
sought reassurance, and 
was told the money 
would be ploughed into 
the team. Had it 
been—had, say, Mark 
Wright been added to 
the defence, and Peter 
Beardsley put alongside 
Lineker—Spurs might 
be plausible candidates 
for the championship. 
Instead they are looking 
for investors. 

Torino, who offered 
£3m for Lineker after 
the World Cup, were 
resisted but he is 
prepared to move abroad 
again. A f^^equent victim 
of Johan Cruy 
designs at Barcelona., 
he said recently: "I 
certainly wasn’t put off 
by my experiences in 
Spain.” This was on 
Desert Island Discs: 
Lineker, whose range of 










conv^Batiqnis Ygroader 
than one is aooxistomed 
to encountering in 
football, has been 
popping up in places 
wheie you might expect 
to find a Brearley, or at 
least a Coe. 

At the Qjrford Union. 
speaking agaimt the 
motion that “It is better 
to commentate than 
participate*, ne gave tne 
example of sex. He 
charmed the all-party 
Parliamentary 
committee on football 
and was not at all put 
out when the mother of a 
peer, upon being 
introduced to the 
captain of England, 
inquired: "At what?*’ 
Later, at the bar, he 
surprised the attendant, 
who happened to be 
from Bilbao, by 
outlining the party’s 
requirements in 
Spanish. 

Lineker took full 
advantage of life in 
Barcelona, where he and 
his wife Michelle politely 
declined invitations 
from British residents in 
favour of integrating 
into Catalan society. His 
agent, Jon Holmes (a 
model for a profession 
infested with 
amateurish 
opportunists), regards 
him as a dream client 
whose prosperity should 
survive his boots’ 
consignment to a glass 
case. 

Most players who 
enter football 
management have little 
uhoice if they want to 
remain rich and famous. 
Lineker may be tempted, 
but the signs are that he 
may find his way to a 
lading administrative 
role, following the path 
of Franz Beckenbauer, 
who is being groomed 
(not that the Kaiser 
needs much of that) to 
take over as chief 
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executive of the German 
PA. 

In the meantime there 
is a lot of football to be 
played and a hankering 
after medals to be 
satisfied: a couple, 
obtained at Barcelona, 
hardly reflect his career. 
But he will continue to 


Most piayers.who enter 
football manogement hove 
little choice if they wont to 
remain rich and famous. 
Lineker moy be tempted... 


balance ambition with a 
sense of fun. How did it 
feel, S\ie Lawley asked to 
take those momentous 
penalties against 
Cameroon? “Like a 
duck,” he said. “I was 
calm on the surface but 
flapping like hell 
underneath.”# 
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I, l|iiiortifiMit«ly tlw 
ioyt of Mosperity 
for tlio Mrvices nos 
long posfod. Today, 
itisotbesto 
modioere Ranji side 
Struggling 
. dotperotoly to stay 
ofloot^ It has never 
guoiified for the 
Ronjf knockouts, 
mmeof itsployers 
is onywhere near 
Indian selection... 


By AMBIT MATHUR 


It has never qualified for the Ranji knockouts, none of its players is anywhere 
near TTiHian selection-in fact, it is only the odd name that strays into the Duleep 
side. Whereas the team once evoked respect, even terror, among adversaries. 

They are a most ‘garib’ side, sneered a Delhi player. Any of Delhi's better clubs 
would defeat them. The Services players are honest triers, they work very hard, 
but don’t have it in them to compete with professional cricketers. Just look at 
their performance. Perhaps, it is no disgrace to be slaughtered by Delhi, Punjab. 
Haryana, but how do you lose to Himachal Pradesh? That too by permitting 
them almost 350 runs in the fourth innings of the game. In a tight situation, 
regardless of the opposition, they j ust cave in. 

The reasons for Services’ decline are easy to find. Says Gajendra Singh 
Shakawat, secretary. Services sports board, an off-spinner who played in 
Duleep Trophy; "The traditional nuroorioe of Sorviooe orioUot like the NDA have 

dried up. The inHow of talent has stopped.” The army itself, as a career, has lost 
attraction and the problem becomes more acute because job opportunities for 
cricketers have grown phenomenally. 

What then is the way out for the Services? There are no clear answers. But a 
realisation has sunk in that things must improve and you can’t lie there waiting 
to be smashed. We will try and get some good cricketers, said Shakawat, and in 
the mean time continue to work hard. Play more tournaments, gain experience 
and put up a better show. What about playing a pro? I asked. He was 
non-committal. Let's see was all he said. 

I S North the most difficult zonal side for a youngster to break into? Yes, say 
most young North Zone players. With much vehemence. 

How does one get into a side, they ask, where (a) Raman Lamba, who toured 
Pakistan just the other day, can't find a place (b) Vivek Razdan, despite being on 
two tours, can’t make a Ranji side (c) Gursharan Singh, who toured New 
Zealand not long ago, does not even figure among the reserves (d) Sanjeev 
Sharma, having represented India 6 months back, is promptly consigned to the 
dustbin. 

Making the North Zone side is more difficult for bowlers. With Manoj, 

Wassaii, Kapil ai oujid, aaU Clietaii SUarma trying to Ulsloage tnem, cnances of 
a youngster getting in are really remote. Ijcft-arm spin is shut out, thanks to 
Maninder, perhaps, even today the best bowler in the land of his type. The 
off- spinner’s slot is open, but Kirti squeeze in due to his all-round ability. 

The competition for batting positions is also intense. You liave established 
stars like Navjot, Ajay Sharma, Bhaskar. Kirti, Gush, Lamba but talented 
youngsters are already jostling with them fhr batting slots- Still, despite the 
increasing scramble, the race is not as maddening as in the West Zone where the 
first six Bombay batsmen (Shastri, Rajput, Manjrekar, Vengsarkar, Tendulkar, 
Kambli) occupy the first 6 places in the Duleep side In a situation like this the 
rest of the batsmen could merrily take a walk. 

Strangely, in contrast to the abundance of batting talent the bowling is 
barren. Raju Kulkami, in and out of the Indian team, is around, but it is 
difficult to recall the rest of the names. The field is open, but only technically 
because in the west, cricket has traditionally been played on featherbeds. 
Bowlers, therefore, don’t take wicketsithey only have their pants pulled down 
and bottoms spanked'! 

Ajay Jadeja is supposed’to be the hottest young guy in the zone. But three 
seasons of indifferent performance have led many to doubt his potential. 

So, now, the basic question: How good is Ajay Jedeja? 

As good as anyone else, says Kapil Dev in support, and you can’t get a better 
’reco’ than that in Indian cricket. But what is the reason for Kapil’s 
unconditional support? Just look at him, he says, he has got everything. 

Technique he certainly has. Jadeja at the wicket is unhurried, precise in 
movement and appears very organised. As someone said: ‘*He looks bloody good. 
Even while walking up to the wicket, or taking guard or changing positions 
between overs he has the looks of a good cricketer." 

Detractors contend Jadeja’s reputation is highly inflated. For all the cricket in 
his blood (he is very well-connected) his technique, his unmistakable potential, 
where are the runs? In three years of first-class cricket he is yet to score a 
century whereas these days even tailenders make hundreds. 
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UlL IN THE GAME 


A bl% of laughs 


T [HISise^>ingin 
Just for laughs. A 
little soene that 
"took place outside 
pBdOutta’s Eden 
tJardens during the 
Asia Cup finals. The 
Calcutta sports public 
are famed the world 
over and this day was 
no different. 

The public 
thronged the Eden 
from the early hours 
of the morning. 

The cops were also 
on duty. They were 
for a changre, really 





strict. The mounted 
polios drew awe-filled 
glances ftom almost 
everyone, and like 
edwaye were turned 
out smartly. But fate 
played a cruel Joke on 
them. One of the 
horses let them down. 

Panicking as a 
restiltofthe 
cacophony around. 


our four legged 
friend bolted. The 
result was 
pandemonium. The 
oop perched on its 
back was neatly 
unseated, the traffic 
went absolutely 
haywire—a aoooterist 
who—quite 
naturally—could not 
cope with the horses 
sense of direction 


jammed brakes, ' 
8 kidd 0 d az^ell off 
and peoplemn into 
each other. Tbe hone 
stopped in firorat of a 
car reared upon his 
hind legs and bore 
down on the roof . 
bringing It in. 
Meanwhile, the 
events below were 
being lustily cheered 
by the crowd that had 
gathered on the top 
blocks of the stadium. 
It appeared so well 
choreographed that 
nobody felt bad about 
it. India crowned an 
eventful day by 
winning the Asia 
Cup. 

What a laugh! 



By eating junk food 

ni|HE GERMAN swimming machine has 
I finally oollapeed. Both the sports drug 
JL scandal and—bcdd your breath—junk food 
have been used as reasons fcv a loss of 
performance amtmgst the former East German 
swimmers, whose achievements, since joining 
the tinified German team, have deteriorated. 

This problem moeUy concerns the women 
swimmers. At the 1986 World Championship, 
the East German women won 13 out of 16 
events and broke three world records. Yet at 
the imified German trials held last Nobember, 
Heike Friedrich the 200m free-style world 
record holder swam 6 secs slower than her 
career best to finish eighth. Anke Mohring 
was 18 secs slower than her previous 400m 
free style best. 

Some experts have put their previous 
successes down to a ii^hodloal drug 
programme. But Michael Gross who took over 
from there seems to have summed it up 
oorreoUy. Gross blamed it on the social and 
politioal upheaval; “SwimmerB now do just 
what they like. Some of the girls have taken to 
smoking and eating junk food in the training 
centres. They have to learn how to discipline 
themselves." 

lliey succeeded previo\isly due to excess 
doping. Th^ standards are felling now due to 
escesseatlBg. 


Cricket In China 


Highly possible 

C RICKET in China? Yee, it could happen 
and if it does it will be solely dtie to the 
efforts of one pioneering Chinese: Wang 
Xiaodong. 

Wang, a pilgrim and cricket freak from 
Beijing, visited Australia as a guest of 
Sydney’s Waverly Cricket Club and joined 10 
other enthusiasts at a training camp. “I like 
cricket,” said the 23-year-old athlete as he 
honed his batting skills in the south west of 
Sydney. "I want to do what 1 can to promote the 
sport in China.” 

Wang, however, faces a little bit of resistance 
from his coimtrymen itself. In Beijing, cricket 
is not ready to upstage soccer or even table 
tennis. It is played in China widely by 
foreigners and Chinese cricketers could 
probably squeese into two moderately sised 
taxi cabs. Wang for example, plays for the 
Australian Embassy XI. 

In Sydney he is teaming the art of bowling 
and (most diffioult) translating the existing 
cricketing rules and termincdogy into Chinese. 
Fielding positions like silly mid-on, short-teg 
andlong off will become just numbers. 'Tt’snot 
easy to translate,” said Wang. He's also caught 
up with the concept of the game stopping for 
tea, and finds it strange. But then for a 
country which are cumulatively the world’s 
biggest tea drinkers, it might be just the 
thing, right. Wang? 
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~ ET me tell you about a day in 

the life of John McEnroe; a life 
in which he admits there is 
T*arely a dull day. The day in 
(fuestion was during the semi- 
finals in 1989, not in June but 
October, not at the French Open, which is 
played outdoors on clay at Stade Roland 
Garros on the green western fringe of the 
city, but at the Paris Open, an indoor 
event played inside the cavernous Omni- 
palais which tries to be all things to all 
sports amidst the cubic concrete of that 

reoozratiructed eadsterxi end. of Paxio. XHa- 

sarro, were he to try to paint the Quad de 
Bercy today, would drop his brush and 
run. 

The contrasts did not stop there. McEn¬ 
roe was due to play Boris Becker, a man 
with whom he shared a birthplace—West 
Germany—and an uncommon intelli¬ 
gence, but little else. One the artist, the 
other the warrior. McEnroe and Becker 
are startlingly contrasting people. 

McEnroe is, above all, a complicated 
man—complicated to a degree far in 
excess of the public’s comprehension of 
just how complicated a human being can 
be. Becker, while many-layered in his 
personality, would never want to be as 

complicated as McEnroe. Despite a sensi¬ 
tivity which belies nis burly, big-boned 
features, Boris is not wholly un-Oerman. 
He likes an element of order and calm in 
his life.McEnrce may like the idea of such 
a notion, but he never comes close to 
attaining it. Never a dull day. 

It is quite normal that these two very 
different people should respect each 
other. Mediocrity, as Arthur Conan 


A Day In 
The Life Of. 


Becker said, "I 
have a c(‘i!^h ! 
can't help 
McBnr()e 
retorted, " You’ve 
had a coupti for 
three years Are 

YOU iir^ 
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Doyle wrote, knows nothings higfber than 
itself, but talent instantly reoognizes 
genius. Becker is the huge, all-powerful 
talent: McEnroe the wispy, waspish 
genius. You don't need Dr Watson to 
work that out. 

But the respect and recognition is not 
straightforward. How could it be? Becker 
is often baffled by his immediate prede- 

oesaor aa Wimbledon Cbampion and 

McEnroe is frankly in awe of someone 
who can hit the ball so hard and so 
acctirately on the points that matter. 

Both, however, are professionals, paid 
to win, paid to beat each other, now as 
much for their pride as for their pockets. 
All sentiment is left at courtside. In the 
competitive arena anything goes, within 
the laws of the game. Inevitably, some 



And so conl'liLi 
sKint'd wiiiiin ■ 
him Some peo[ile 
see only the 
snarling faee ad 
IH'tulant gestures 
ol a spoiled brat 
wlien MeKnroe 
loses lus temfier. 
Otlu rs realise the 
lutmoil and 
eonriiet raging 
inside 


laws have fuzzy edges, and McEnroe 
tends to interpret them differently from 
many people. Those who insist on depict¬ 
ing McEnroe as a villain maintain every¬ 
thing he does on court is a premeditated 
act to disrupt his opponent's concentra¬ 
tion. They think he cheats. Others, who 

kjnow him better, realize ninety-five per 
cent of the tirades McEnroe unleashes on 
court are spontaneous outbursts over 
which he still does not have total control. 
In that respect McEnroe has a serious 
problem—a subject to which we shall 
return. 

In McEnroe’s eyes linesmen and 
umpires create the problems by calling 
balls out that were in, and opponents 
cause problems by using something 


other than their rackets to win matches. 
McEnroe, aearchlng manioally for some 
method of denting the Becker armour, 
had decided that Boris was now using 
unfair methods on court. By coughing. 

The grunters, led Yxy Jimmy CSonnors, 
had been with us for some time. But 
Becker had developed chest problems a 
few years before and the resulting dry 

oougn had oUbyed with him, becomiog;^ a 

recurring punctuation during inter¬ 
views and, later on, in matches. In that 
the cough became most evident in mo¬ 
ments of stress, it seemed to have psycho¬ 
somatic roots. You do not need to be as 
intelligent as McEnroe to realize that. 
But in times of his own stress, McEnroe’s 
intelligence slips its leash and races off 
as if suddenly embodied in a dog of war. 
Dangerous rationales are let loose. 

On this particular undull day McEnroe 
did, indeed, plot a premeditated act of 
psychological warfare against his oppo¬ 
nent and, in his own mind, felt perfectly 
justified in doing so. On court, early in 

the mAtoh, he made an ias-ue of the 

cough. He started, in llie Nastase style, 
by imitating it. Just as Becker would 
cough seconds before throwing the ball 
up to serve, so McEnroe started splutter¬ 
ing down his end of the court. 

The crowd, all 15,000 of them packed 
in to every available seat of the Omnipa¬ 
lais. started to titter. Like all French 
crowds in recent years, they were wholly 
committed McEnroe fans and were pre¬ 
pared' to tolerate their hero’s indiscre¬ 
tions—up to a point. But it soon became 
evident that Becker was being severely 
embarrassed and he called across the net 
to McEnroe, saying, ‘I have a cough. I 
can’t help it.* 

*You*ve had a cough for three years,’ 
McEnroe retorted. ‘Are you ill?’ 

By now MdSnroe was losing some 
support. It takes a very special kind of 
personality to turn adoration into abuse, 
but the New Yorker has always been 
capable of achieving that in a thrice— 
another of his special talents. 

And so the conflict started within him. 
Some people see only the snarling face 
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and the petulant gresturee of a spoiled 
tarat when McEnroe loses his temper. 
Others realize the turmoil and conflict 
that la x^iging inside—the bull-headed 
belief that he is right clashing with the 
de^ly sensitive, hopelessly aware hu¬ 
man being who knows where this rage is 
leading; knows it, fears it, hates it and is 
helpless in the face of it. 

1 had awn prwf uf that Juat a cuupla uf 
di^s before when he had blown up briefly 
against the tenacious and iinsettling Au¬ 
strian Horst Skoff. Richard Inga, the 
young Australian umpire who had taken 
a tough line with McEnroe frequently in 
the past, gave him a code of conduct 
warning and immediately McEnroe sim¬ 
mered down, grabbed a hold of himself 
and got back to work. But the fact that 
McEnroe, playing some of his best tennis 
beat Skoff appeared to be of little consola¬ 
tion when I dropped by the locker room 
after the match. McEnroe was livid with 
himself. 

*There go iny good Intentions for the 

week,* he muttered morosely. ‘I told my- 

self I wasn't going to get involved here 
this year. It's tough enough to concen¬ 
trate out there with all the people whist¬ 
ling and carrying on. But at least they 
are on my side. I don't need all the other 
shit. Why do 1 let it happen?' 

The answer hung in the air. Mark 
Woodforde, McEnroe's doubles partner 
for the week, looked at me and shrugged. 
McEni^'s Italian agent Sergio Palmieri, 
who had heard it all a thousand times 
before, stared into space. We could all 
have offered opinions but none of us 
knew the answer. The real problem was, 
neither did McEnroe. 

Now, playing against Becker, the hurt 
was baUme^ up inside him a^ain. He felt 
he was right in calling Becker’s bluff 
over the cough. It was disturbing, a 
conoentration-breaker—^not just for him 
but for other players as well. They had 
talked shout it. Now McEnroe was trying 
to do scnnething about it. Didn’t anyone 
realize he was simply trying to right a 
wrong? Of course not, and even those 
who did would have challenged his 


methods. So all hell was breaking loose 
again and what had been developing into 
a glorious tennis match was now marred A Dsy In 
with outbursts of increasing anta> Xhc LifC Of... 
gonism. 

Inevitatdy there had to be an explosion 
and Ings, who usually chooses the right 
moment to intervene but got it wrong 
this time, triggered it. While spectators, 
especially those high up in the dark 
recesses of the huge arena, took their 
time settle something 

approaching silenoe, Becker bounced the 
ball in preparation to serve and McEnroe 
just stood there. Not crouching forward 
In his customary receiving stance but 
just standing there, immobile, with that 
expression he has mastered of arrogant 
boredom. Boredom with the in out. 






McEnroe-type boredom. 

The explosion came when Ing^, having 
counted the seconds ticking away, gave 
McEnroe a conduct warning for time- 
wasting. ‘You were not in your receiving 
stance and Mi* Becker was ready to 
serve,' Ings told him as McEnroe stormed 
forward with that prancing stride he 
develops whenever the juices are flowing; 
McEnroe storming the citadel of author¬ 
ity, looking up, hating the need to look 
up physically to his judge and juror, 
hating the shakles that were being 
placed around him; screaming out for the 
freedom to try and play this magical 
game to his own level of perfection, 
without the hindrance of errors and 
stupidities from fools with rules who 


At one sti nil 
n,t^ainst .Mcleiiroc 
in this mood, 
Ik'ckcr knew 
L'verv point woiikt 
be bip, eeerv shot 
crucial 
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“You were not m 
yuLii rcLL'iv iii^ 
stance and Mr. 
Becker was ready 
to serve", the 
chair umpire told 
him as McEnroe 
stormed forward 
with that 

prancing stride he 
develops 
whenever the 
juices are flowing 


didn't know how to implement them. 

Much of that was racing through 
McEnroe's head as he refused to accept 
Ings* ruling and demanded the Grand 
Prix Supervisor. Ed Hardisty, a tall Scot 
who used to referee the tournament in 
Hong Kong before he joined the tour, 
came loping out to face the kind of scene 
that wakes tennis officials in the night. 
Unlike the incident against Skoff, Ings 
had come down on McEnroe when the 
player had the possibility of mounting an 
argument in his defence. Fatal. As he 
had been standing in the right place to 
receive serve, he could argue that he was 
ready even if it didn't look like it. And 
that was what he did...argue. The place 
had erupted into bedlam in the meantime 
and it was a full five minutes before order 
was restored. By then McEnroe had been 
docked a penalty point—which cost him 
the game—and the tennis was allowed to 
continue. 

For a couple of minutes we had seen a 
flashback to the Real Terror, the bad old 
McEnroe of which we had seen less and 
leas in the previous couple of years. The 
conscious effort he had been making to 
clean up his act in his new role of 
husband and father really had improved 
his behaviour, even if you would not have 
known it from reading the tabloid press 
where every sniff and dirty look was 
translated into screaming headlines ev¬ 
ery bit as over the top as the player’s 
former outbursts. 

Nevertheless, the loss of a penalty 




point doused the ire like a cold shower 
and, with another throwback to his un¬ 
ruly but brilliantly successful youth, he 
immediately started to produce his best 
tennis of the match, even of the year. By 
the end it was probably as good as spell of 
tennis as McEnroe had managed since 
the beginning of 1985 and, with Becker 
still battling him at every turn, the 
second set unlocked a treasure chest of 
jewels that cascaded over the court, daz¬ 
zling \is, taking our breath away. 

From a oourtaida aaat, ona was able to 

appreciate the extraordinary levels of 
skill, speed and power being displayed. 
Having won the first set on the tie-break, 
Becker's first serve faltered momentarily 
in the second set and, once the argu¬ 
ments were over, McEnroe pounced. Just 
as he had against Ivan Lendl in his 
heyday five years before, McEnroe re¬ 
vealed his incredible ability to move for¬ 
ward into the mouth of the cannon and 












use an opponent's power for his own 
devilish devices. FV>r months he had been 
haunted by the spectre of Becker’s power; 
a power increased by as much as thirty 
per cent above that which was possible 
with the rackets McEnroe remembers so 
fondly—the Dunlop Maxplys and the 
Klramer Wilsons» wood rackets loving^ly 
constructed by artisanB for artists. 

Now, for the first time, he was finding 
himself capable of dealing with that 
power. No longer was he cowed by it; no 
longer did he feel impotent in the face of 
the ground strokes that a more consis¬ 
tent and confident Becker was firing 
from the back court. With these magical 
hands, he could loosen the wrist, turn 
the racket head and start guiding the ball 
about at will before unleashing a little 
power of his own when the opening 
mppeand. Only on the backhand when he 
is well set does McEnroe exhibit a sweep¬ 
ing, olassiG shot. For the most part it is 


all little jabs and stabs, a touch here and a 
flick there, even a prod on the volley 
while lunging for A wide return. 

As McEnroe worked his way into the 
match, puncturing Becker’s defences 
with winning volleys launched by a first 
serve plucked from the halcyon years or 
a sudden, jabbing approach shot, the 
crowd was in ferment. So, too, judging 
from the commems i neara later irom 
people watching on ESPN sports net¬ 
work (in the States) or Eurosport, were 
many aimchair viewers at home. This 
was McEnroe back on the world stage, 
reaching into his past to prove that it was 
not a close book. The standard of his 
tennis as he broke serve to close the 
second set 6-3 was better than he had 
produced in beating Lendl on his way to 
winning the WCT Dallas Finals back in 
April; better than his display against 
Mats Wilander in the Wimbledon quar¬ 
ter-finals. The sting in the first serve was 
reappearing, the deterioration in speed 
barely noticeable now that the body had 

boon fine-tnned ogcun to proper ntxieaa, 

the touch on the volley as breathtaking 
as ever. 

But was he as good as before? Almost 
inevitably not. In a game 
that demands such split-second reflexes 
and steely nerve, a tennis player of thirty 
is not going to be as good as he was at 
twenty-five. Having said that, McEnroe 
in the second set of the Paris Open of 
1986 was playing tennia that would have 
swept him on to victory against any 
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Wirh these 
maeiati hands he 
could loosen the 
wrist, turn the 
racket head and 
.start euiditi!^' the 
ball about at will. 
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opponent he could have come up against 
in 1984. But tennis is not snooker or golf 
or bowls, where a strong mind can block 
out the fact that Steve Davis or Nick 
Faldo is standing at your elbow and thus 
allow you to play to the maximum level of 
3 ^our physical capability. While not for a 
moment wishing to .underestimate the 
amount of mental pressure a Faldo can 

oacort on an oppoxiont, it is stiU not tho 

same as having a Becker blasting balls at 
you across a net. In tennis an opponent 
can physically destroy your game with 
his own power. 

There was no Becker in 1984 but now. 
once again, McEnroe was about to be 
forcibly reminded of what the post- 
Orwellian years had brought to tennis. 
Power, power and more power. But. in 
Becker's case, it was not just the power 
derived from bulging muscles and a 
large, tautly-strung graphite racket. It 
was strength in the mind, too; a mind so 
set for combat that it actually enjoyed 
being forced one step back so that it could 
experience the thrill of taking two steps 
forward. Gonzales, Hoad. Laver, Rose- 
wall, Newcombe, Connors, Borg, to 
speak only of the post war generation: all 
knew how to claw their way out of a 
corner. But no one, in the history of the 
game, has bounced off the ropes with 
such gusto and relish as this big 
German. 

*A big point comes and I just feel good 
about it/ Becker has said. I just think, 
now 1 can play my best tennis.’ 

What a priceless gift! Some of the most 
beautiful strikers of a tennis ball I have 
ever seen have been destroyed by the 
desperate inability to play the one point 
that maners without their arm turning 
to jelly. 

At one set all against McEnroe in this 
mood, Becker knew that every point 
would be big, every shot crucial. Becker’s 
oough had subsided along with McEn¬ 
roe’s temper. All the extraneous rubbish 
had bemi cast aside. Both men’s concen¬ 
tration was now focused and locked. The 
.^baying of the crowd no longer pierced the 
^ fragile veil behind which public perfor¬ 


mers compete at the highest level. TMf 
were totally single-minded and utterly 
oblivious to everything around them ex- A Day In 
oept each other’s serve; each other’s next The Life Of,., 

volley; each other's every look, every 

Physically. McEnroe started to feel the 
brunt of Becker’s strength again; feeling 
the force of the ball on bis racketAs 

Beckor’e firat service peroentag^e started 


to rise, McEnroe found himself back in 
the guessing game. 



To some extent you have to guess,' he 

tuld me later. 'With Boris's first deUvery, 

waiting to read it is too late. It’s passed 
you before you move. You have to read 
his mind and make your move as he 
throws the ball up to grive yourself any 
(fiance at all.’ 


‘'lUii. basK'^ilh’, 
I'rn a nianiai’ 
wtiL'M I i>lay I can 
see !M\ sell' saynte. 

anylfiHi^ Us 
anyone out there. 


Sometimes McEiux)e guessed right, but 
the bombs kept on detonating on his aide 
of the cotirt and only occasionally could 
he return them in equal measure. Once 
he lunged on the backhand volley to pop 


It's tile ,lekvll and 
11 \'de s\ iiilnirne 
and I'm st ill 
t!’\ mu to leai'i) 
hou lo liandle d " 
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over one of those Pointillist volleys, a 
little blob of red on Becker’s canvas. But 
drawing^ blood was becoming increasing¬ 
ly difficult. When Becker broke serve 
with some of those backhand returns 
that had destroyed Stefan Edberg in that 
summer’s Wimbledon final, McEnroe felt 


the match slipping away from him. Beck¬ 
er. whose form had been patchy earlier in 
the week when Wally Masur had come 
within two points of victory, was shak¬ 
ing off the after eniBCts of iqjury to 
regain the fluency of movement he needs 
to play his best tennis. 



Becker and I 

McEnroe dininf.z I 

toi^ether I 

iwenty-i'our bout s I 

after tliey yelled I 

at each other I 

across the net? I 

rite public I 

jierception is I 

often a \ er\ lonp I 

u;ty from realiu | ’ —■ 

.<y;; 




But even as defeat became inevitable, 
with Becker wrapping it up 6^ in the 
third aet, McEbiroe felt an inner satisfac¬ 
tion that is vieually incompatible with 
defeat. As he strode forward to shake 
Boris the hand and put an arm around 
the victor’s shoiilder—just to show the 


crowd they did not really hate each 
other—^McEnroe knew he had taken an 
important step forward. 

‘For the first time I felt I could handle 
the power,' said McEnroe. 1 began to get 
into a rhythm against it and could do 
what I wanted with the ball instead of 


JOHN McENROE 


A Day In 
The Life Of. 






JOHN MCENROE 


A Day In 
The Life Of. 


always being: on the defensive. He had to 
play really well to beat me.* 

McEnroe was back in the locker room, 
trying to come down from the high he 
had been on out there on court. A packed, 
animated stadium; a great opponent: an 
ability to play your best tennis—no drug 
has yet been concocted that can give the 
true performer a bigg:er high than that. 

Dut for McKxiroo thero io no ovioK things 



aa the straightforward thrill. By the time 
he walked off the court; leaving behind a 
cacophony of noise* he was not shot 
through with enough conflicting emo¬ 
tions to blow the psychiatric fuse. Elated 
at having played so well; disappointed at 
having lost; thrilled to have been part of a 
great sporting spectacle; angry at Ings 
for the penalty point—and, somewhere 
inside, nagged by an as yet unresolved 


feeling that he had handled the coughing 
business badly. Just how badly he was to 
discover later. 

Right at this minute the man was on 
the point of nervous exhaustion, a state 
with which he was well acq\iainted. The 
adrenalin pumped for a little longer, 
getting him through the press confer¬ 
ence and halfway back to the Royal 

Mozioeau Hotel near tKe Stoile, a Half- 

hour drive to the other side of Paris. 
Then it drained out of him like blood 
from a wound. He just felt the energy 
level collapse:—a perfectly familiar feel¬ 
ing for McEnroe, who is constantly at the 
mercy of is own energy levels. Anyone 
watching him closely over a period of 
time can gauge those levels. On court, it's 
the walk; the narrowing of the eyes; the 
angle of the head; the amount of pulling 
and plucking at clothing and racket. In 
press conferences, not only the tone of 
voice and the body language change but 
the sentence structure, too. Although 
some sentences may not finish, as 
thoughts pour through his brain, those 
that do are loaded with a more forceful 
word usage and a more acute intellectual 
content. When the energy level is up. 
McEnroe is a formidable human speci¬ 
men, physically and mentally. 

But before the tournament driver 
swung the car into that avenue of light 
leading up to the Etoile, McEnroe’s wat¬ 
tage was a great deal dimmer than any¬ 
thing on the Champs Elysees. And what 
was’awaiting him? A soothing welcome 
i for the defeated hero and a quiet, candle¬ 
lit dinner with his loving wife? 

Tatum screamed at me as soon as I 
walked through the door,' McEnroe con¬ 
fided lator. ‘She told me what I had done 
to Boris was disgusting and that 1 ought 
to be ashamed of myself. I went through 
hell that night and it was her birthday, 
too.’ 

Jerked out of his lethargy by this new 
attack, McEnroe, ooud have been excused 
for wondering how many others he 
would have to fend off before the day was 
done. Becker, Ings, the crowd...and now 
Tatum, who had been watching the 
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match on television staying away from 
the Oxnxiipalais that week in a deliberate 
attempt to remain one pace removed from 
the mayhem that so often surrounds her 
husband’s tennis—all had assailed McEn¬ 
roe one way or another. 

It wasn’t an easy evening, I can tell 
you/ he continued. 1 was trying to sort 
out in my own mind where I had gone 
wrong, and there was Tatum telling me I 
was a shit and little Kevin starting to get 
upset and...l don’t know, it was just 
tough, man. But Tatum was right, of 
course. My attitude has to change. 1 have 
to stop trying to change the world and 
right every wrong. 

‘But. basically. Tm a maniac when 1 
play. I can see myself saying anything to 
anyone out there. It’s the Jekyll and 
Hyde syndrome and I’m still trying to 
learn how to handle it.’ 

By the time McEnroe fell onto the 
pillow that night, the notion of ‘never a 
dull day’ had possibly taken on a new 
meaning even by his standards. But the 

turmoil liis emotions held been put 

through was, as usual, largely of his own 
doing. He chooses to lead his life on the 
knife-edge of hysteria. He chose a wife 
who takes him on with the same refor¬ 
mist zeal with which he berates an 
umpire for a bad decision. By and large, 
he is the instigator of the bedlam that 
surrounds so much of his life. It is not 
simply a question of wanting it that way. 
but of needing it that way. What else to 
do with all that swirling emotion and 
pent-up energy? How else to calm Dr 
Jekyll if not to give vent to Mr Hyde? 

It is a question he has yet to answer 
fully, despite the considerable progress 

tliat hajB been made over the past few 

years. But progress there is. and it was 
much in evidence the following day when 
none other than Boris Becker himself 
joined John. Tatum and Sergio Palmieri 
for dinner at a Mexican restaurant. Beck¬ 
er and McEnroe dining together twenty- 
four hours after they had yelled at each 
other across the net? The public percep¬ 
tion is often a very long way from reality. 

*We needed to talk things out/ said 


McEnroe. T was impatient to get it out in 
the open and put it behind us. We can 
talk because we both understand what 
goes on out there. It’s an elite, special 
feeling the players have. With some it’s 
more difficult to strike up a rapport after 
something happens on court. But Boris 
is too mature not to be able to handle it. 
But you know what? Tatum was pieeed 
off that he wasn’t pissed off!’ 


JOHN McENROE 


A Day In 
The Life Of. 









McElnroe laughed, but there is always a 

cloud of confusion that hangs over 
McEnroe’s humour as if he knows deep 
down that laughter, like happiness, suc¬ 
cess and life itself never comes cheap and 
nhat. sooner or later, something is going 
to happen to make the simple thixigs 
complicated again. For John McEnroe, as 
he still learns to exist like a genie in the 
cauldron of his own making, it is all part 
of never knowing a dull day.^ 


Fur ,lohii 
jMcFiirot:. iis he 
snii learns m 
exist like a ^enie 
in the cauldron of 
his own making, n 
IS all of iievei' 
knowii]^ a dull 
day 


Thb te an mtrad from McEnrM: TimiiiQ thft taM. a bborapHy W 
Rlchafd Evans 
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WimBLEDON FINAL 1987 


A DAY IN THE LIFE 



A s the centre chair 
umpire dutifully 
observed Lendl’s 
last rites and announced 
the score. Cash suddenly 
felt compelled to share 
the ma^osl moment 
with The Clan. Deiyingf 
101 ^ars of protocol, he 
vaults the green 
oourtside wall into the 
stand and. in a trek 
reminiscent of the last 
scene in Crooodiie 


Dundee, clambered pver 
the applauding 
spectators to reach his 
feunily cmd blends in the 
competitor’s box about 
10 metres above the 
centre court. He hugged 
and kissed his closest 
fans in an emotional 
outpour of jubilation. 
Staid old Wimbledon had 
never seen anything Uke 
it. Normally the players 
don’t dare move ftom 


th^ oourtside chairs 
until Their Royal 
Highnesses, the Duke 
and Duchess of Kent 
arrive to present the 
trophy. The crowd loved 
Cash’s spontaneous 
she^Nlog dimb of 
victory celebration and 
the startled Wimbledon 
officials silently 

tolerated it.. .this time. 

anyway. 

It was Just something 


I wanted to share with 
my family and afew 
pwpto in partioular. 14 y 
lather, Barkms, 
Anne-Britt and in a 
more professional wi^ 
Jeff Bond, Anne Quinn 
and an English buddy of 
mine, OeoffLamb. Ihere 
was my stringer up 
there too, Derek May, 
who lives about lOO 
miles out towcums 
Bristol. Every day he 
drove in, collected my 
racquets, took them 
home to string them and 
brought them back next 
morning. He ended up 
stringing about 14 
racquets each day. If it 
was eight I would find 
four that were exactly 
right and the others 
would be too high or low 
in tension. It was his last 
Wimbledon after doing 
it for 20 yean. He had 
strung all the 
champions’ racquets, 
Laver, Newcombs and so 

on. But I was tlie firet 

one for whom he had 
actually strung the 










raoquots from the 
beginning, who went on 
to win the 
cduunpianehip.’ 

Inamomentof 
jubilation Melbourne 
barrister Brian Caah 
lifted the distinotive 
bilaok and wh^ checked 
headband from his 
n^hew’s forehead after 
that unoonventional 
visit to the competitor's 
bcK. Theevolution of 
this strange item of 
headgear provides a 
pointed insight to this 
remarkably determined 
Australian sportsman. 
The headband design 
signifies the chequered 
flag, the viltimate target 
for which he turned up 
the turbo in that sleek 
body for the two hours 
and 45 minutes required 
to complete the race of 
bin tennis life. 

Uncle Brian discreetly 
returned the pilfered 
headband at a party 
organised for a small 
group of fkmily friends 



that night at Cash’s 
home in Lond(si. No 
Ibnoy live-star hotel 
reception room for this 
down-tosarth hero. He 
merely wanted 
somewhere to mentally 
unwind with his 
mates.. .in private. 
Cash’s message to those 
invited vras simply 
'male* youx«elf at liome 

and grab a drink until I 
get back’. Resplendent 
in black dinner suit, the 
new Wimbledon 
champion took 
Anne-Britt, his family 
and friends to the plvish 
Savoy hotel in The 
Strand for the 
traditional Wimbledon 
victory dinner. 

The ample stocks of 
Foster’s cans was 
dwindling when the 
champ finally returned 
to the sanctuary of his 
living room again at 
about 11.30 pm. Out of 
the stuffy but smart suit 
and into shorts end 
T-shirt, he began to ease 
down the adrenalin 


flow. Into the early 

hours of the morningi 

the casual Cash moved 
among the 30 guests 
incdudlng fellow 
Australian nlayera 
CahiU, McNamee, Nicole 
Provis, Jenny Byrne and 
Davis Cup captain Neale 
Fraser. The gold replica 
of the All England Club’s 

C9iallen0o Cup, quaintly 

inscribed The 
single-handed 
championship of the 
world* stood virtually 
unnoticed and 
untouched on a book 
case. 

T wanted to ei^oy 
myself without waking 
up with a headache. I 
wanted to have a chat 
with eveiyone but I 
didn’t virant popping 
champagne, screaming 
and yahooing around. I 
feltl had done the work. 
We would have a bit of 
fUn. But it was nothing 
to go over the moon 
about. I felt pretty 
huBible and wanted to 


keep my feet on the 
ground.’ 

The enormity of what 
had been achieved.. .and 
a minor disappointment 
to accompany it.. .struck 
Cash a week later when 
he returned to 
Wimbledon to finish 
filming a documentary 
on his life. Each 

bhampiion’s tuune is 

inscribed on an honour 
board on the wall to the 
right inside the 
members’ entrance of 
the All England dub. 

It was the first thing I 
looked for when we went 
back to finish off the 
film. I walked straight 
in and it wasn’t there. 
Each winner is in gold 
embossed writing and 
they hadn’t had time to 
get it up. Ireally wanted 
to see my name up on 
that board. I think it 
might be there now. The 
next time I go back Tm 
going to check it out.’ 

BY BRUCE NIATTHEWS 

IB in wlrad Iram Pit CMi. My 
aioty. 



is to embrace his family and coach; receives the trophy from the Duke and Duchess; everyone wears the 
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Matt Biondi couldn't repeat what he did at the Seoul Olympics, but he still 
managed to win the glamour event, the men's 100m freestyle. 
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UNDRE- 
DSof 
miles 
outside 
Perth, on 
a small 
farm in the obscure 
outback of Western 
Australia^lves a former 
theolo^ studentNeil 
limes. It is a farm that 
has entered sporting 
folklore, not on account 
of him. but his wife. Mrs 
limes who has lived 
there in self imposed 
exile for 15 years. For 
Mrs Innes is Shane 
Gould. Last fortnight 
Australia’s greatest 
woman swimmer, now a 
self confessed recluse, 
momentarily shrugged 
off her cloak of 
annonyrnity. for she 
knew the time had truly 
come, she knew a 
swimmer had finally 
arrived, who could 
justifiably be considered 
her worthy successor. 


And Hayley Lewis, 
victor over Janet Evans 
in the 200m flwstyle, 
with two silvers and a 
bronze in addition, 
smiled in gratitude and 
wonderment as Shane 
Gould walked down 
from the stands and 
embraced her. A new era 
in Australian 
swimming had begun, 
sealed with a kiss. 

Yet even Lewis* 
apparent class could not 
cover the general 
embarrasasment when 
she was mistakenly 
awarded the Politika 
Trophy for the the best 
all round performance. 
That prize, as the 
Australians admitted 
subsequently, belonged 
In all fairness to the 
partially blind but 
audaciously talented 
Hungarian Tamas 


It was a world championship of upsets, 
of triumphs and of disappointments. 
David McMahon tells us the rest 


Daryni, who not only 
won the 200m and 400m 
individual medleys as 
expected, but broke his 
own world records in the 

progpress. 

If there were further 
surprises at the 
Superdrome, and there 
were, it was the 
renaissance of US 
swimming, contrasting 
strongly with the failure 
of the unified German 
team. 

The Americans won 
17 of the possible 45 
titles with roomies Mike 
Barrowman and Melvin 
Stewart finding 
inspiration from each 


Tamas Darnyl put up such a talented show 
that the awestruck organisers forgot to 
award him tha Politika Trophy 


other’s company to 
break world 

records—Barrowman in 
the 200m breaststroke 
and Stewart over the 

8a.me dist£mce in tYxe 

butterfly. 

Biondi, whose practice 
with dolphins in the 
high seas won him 
medals and status in 
Seoul 1988. lost again to 
Surinamese Anthony 
Nesty in the 100m 
butterfly but made up 
for it in the 3 00m 
freestyle. Another Seoul 
veteran, Janet Evans, 
upstaged initially by 
Hayley Lewis, won the 
400m and 800in 
freestyle golds. 

Yet nothing, not even 
Kristin Otto’s (now a 
journalist) inability to 
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Settled between Wendy Williams (left) and 
Elena Hiroshima (right) Is the youngest 
diving champion in the world; China’s 
12-year-oid Fu MIngxia 


recognise who Shane 
Gonld was, could quite 
match the emotional and 
absorbing duel in the 
ISOOm freestyle—a duel 
to erase the magical 
record of Vladimir 
Salnikov set 7 years ago, 
a lifetime in swimming, 
rr was. quite simply the 
most dramatic 1500 
metre swim ever. It was 
the fastest, the most 
hotly contested, and had 
the most amazing 
buildup of tactics, 
theatrics and 
psychological i-ed 
herrings. When 
Germany's Joerg 
Hoffman. 20 beat 
Australia's Keiren 
Perkins, 17, to take the 
gold medal at the world 
swimming 

championships in Perth, 
three men beat the 
15-minute barrier, with 
the first two breaking 
the 14:54.72 world 
record, set by the 
legendary Vladimir 

Salnikov of tlie Soviet 

Union. 

Yet Australia's 
sentimental favourite 
for the event was a 
diminutive 20-year-old, 
Glen Housman. a lad so 
small in stature that he 
answers to the 
nickname of 
"Shackman". Why? 
“Because he is about the 
size of a little shack, not 
a huge house,” his coach 
answers It was 
Housman and Perkins 
who fought every stroke 
over the gi’ueiling 
30-lap rac't^ the blue 
riband of swimming 
events, at the last 
Commonwealth Games, 
in Auckland last year. It 
was Housman who 
pipped his fellow 
Queenslander to the 
gold 

Yet. despite the gold 
medal at Auckland, 
Housman had to cope 


with an earlier 
disappointment. In the 
heats, he had broken the 
15-minute barrier (a 
milestone as significant 
as the four-minute mile 
in athletics) and was 
celebrating his timing of 
14:53.59 at the poolside 
when he was given the 
bad news. The clocks 
nad snown tnat ne naa 
swum the race in less 
than 15 minutes, yet the 
touchpad at the end of 
the swimming lane had 
malfunctioned and had 
not responded to his last 


stroke. He would be 
credited with the 
timing, but it would not 
be ratified as a new 
world record. 

“It is a psychological 
thing, something Iliave 
to put out of my mind 
said Housman before the 
1500 at Perth. 
IDetei'inined to prove 
that he could improve on 
his timing, he was 
nonetheless upstaged by 
the gritty Perkins. Both 
Australians had 
performed poorly by 


their own standards in . 
the heats at Perth. Two 
Germans and an 
American had clocked 
better times, Housman 
was fourth fastest with 
15:19.16 and Perking 
producing 15:20.36. 
Perkins' disappointment 
was not just his poor 
timing; it was also that 
that the timing was not 
good enough to earn 
him a lane adjacent to 
Housman, whom 
everyone considered the 
most dangerous 
swimmer in the field. 

In the world 1500 
metre rankings before 
the Perth race, Perkins 
was top ranked. 

Housman second and 
the German, Hoffman, 
third. Yet it was the 
Australians who were 
favoured to take gold 
and silver. With Perkins 
in lane two and 
Housman on the other 
end of the pool in lane 
six. the two Australians 
haU iio hope of pacing 

(or outpacing) each 
other. In the meantime. 
Hoffman was accused of 
trying to wage a slick 
psychological war. 

Said Perkins. 

“Hoffman wanted lane 
four. He was trying to 
psych us out a little in 
order to show his 
dominance. He’s been 
going around saying he 
doesn’t believe Glen and 
I have ever been under 
15 minutes, and that 
this pool Is slow and 
other garbage like that., .. 

He’s doing his best to try 
to psych us out because 
he thinks he cannot beat 
us in this pool. 

Psychological tactics 
were expected; after all, 
the Australians were the 
only two swimmers in 
the race who had ever 
swum a 1500 in less 
than 15 minutes. Yet the 
two Queenslanders were ^ 
never expected to team 


Surinamese Anthony Nesty foiled Blondi’s 
hopes again. For Blondi, practising with 
Dolphins just Isn’t enough 
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, up in a oonsoiouB effort 
to taJce the top two 
places. Housman and 
Perkins avoided each 
other in the week at 
Perth and deliberately 
altered their training 
times so as not to be 
together at the pool. 
Their only 

consolation—if indeed 
they sought it—was the 

fact tbja.t the two 

Germans, Joerg 
Hoffman and Stefan 
Pfeiffer, in lanes four 
and three for the final, 
were not expected to 
help each other either. 

Perkins, the eventual 
hero of the night, said 
later he went into the 
race with the attitude 
that it would be closely 
fought between him and 
Housman, and that he 
did not expect the 
Germans to pose too 
serious a threat. Yet, 
what a race it was! 
Perkins set a scorching 
pace, swimming the 
first 100 metres in less 
than a minute and 
maintaining the rhythm 
to lead up to the 700 
metre mark. It was there 
that Hoffman, who had 
looked as though he 
were struggling, crept 
up to Perkins' shoulder, 
to draw level and finally 
lead the Australian by a 
stroke. 

On and on they 
battled, with Housman a 
good 30 metres behind 
them. Halfway through 
the race it became fairly 
obvious the Housman 
would not be among the 
medals and the first 
among Perkins and 
Hoffman to lose rhythm 
or lose heart would 
forfeit the gold medal. 
By the 1000 metre mark 
it became apparent that 
unless the race leaders 
slowed dramatically, the 
world record would be 
shattered and it seemed 
as though the prediction 



American Tom Jager gives a yetp of delight this nice fought. With 

after he clinched the 50 m freestyle loometres togo, it was 

Perkins, known for his 

by the Australian team maintained the lap sprinting capability, 

doctor of a 14:46.00 timings with the who turned on the heat, 

timing would be fairly Australian at his catching Hoffman only 

accurate. shoulder. Perkins made to lose half a stroke on 

Who would slow? Who up ground agonisi ngly, the fatal last turn and to 

would tire? Whose only to lose it on the finish less than a 

muscles would start to turns, yet there was qiiarter of a second 

ache? But nothing of the never more than a metre behind the German, who 

sort happened. that seperated the two clocked an amazing 

Hoffman, spurred on by swimmers, so closely 14:50.36 to the 

Perkins’ early pace, and so dramatically was Australian’s 14:50.58. # 
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Managers don’t always know 


W HY do football managers, even 
the most admired and respected 
of them, inaKe suuli 
extraordinary tactical mistakes? 
The game’s history is littered with 
managers and coaches who have made 
strategic blunders—-and paid the price. 

When Kenny Dalglish of Liverpool—a 
manager for whom success came from 
the start -recently put out his team 
against Arsenal at Highbury, it was hard 
to believe what one saw. 

Four days earlier, on the same ground. 
Arsenal. in a League Cup match, had 
been tlirashed 6-2 by a rampant 
Manchester United, the first time the 
Gunners had conceded six goals at 
Highbury since 1921. 

It was legitimate to supp>ose they must 
be still in a state of shock, just ripe to be 
hit hard and early, and caused to collapse 
again. Moreover Liverpool, of all teams 
in England, had just the sort of attackers 
available to do it. 

Rubbing one’s eyes, one saw instead 
that Liverpool were deploying the most 
ludicrously defensive team. 

In the midfield, Dalglish had of all 
things placed two full-backs, Barry 
Venison and David Burrows. The 
previous Liverpool home game, against 
Manchester City, which I also saw, had 
Burrows, utterly left footed, at 
right-back, and Venison simply left out 
of the squad, when it was he who seemed 
the ideal replacement for Steve Nicol, 
who was ill. 

Instead, Dalglish used the lanky Gary 
Ablett, really a centre-back or defensive 
midfielder, at left-back, where the poor 
fellow was run ragged, and Liverpool, as 
Dalglish himself admitted, had to be 
content with a 2-2 draw which could well 
have been a defeat. 

At Arsenal, defeat was indeed 
Liverpool's lot, the first they had suffered 
in the Championship all season. Arsenal, 
whose four-in-line defence had been a 
fiasco against Manchester United, now 
brought in their elegant Irish 











MAKE A NESS OF IT 


rverything 


international David O'Leary as a 
sweeper, took the game to a Liverpool 

team usizi^ just one striker in Ian Hush, 

and eventually won it 3-0. 

Ever since the England managership 
of Alf Ramsey, who did indeed win a 
World Cup in 1966, there has been a 
tendency among managers and coaches 
to treat soccer as a kind of arcane rite, to 
which only they themselves, the elect and 
initiates, are possessed of true 
knowledge. 

Outside that magical circle, no one 
really understands the game Yes, game 
You would think it was some kind of a 
religious observance. 

Yet the truth of the matter is that 
footbalFs past is full of the most 
ridiculous mistakes made by managers 
and coaches who ought to have known 

better. Who, indeed, in^Lko out that they 

DO know better 

From this, Ramsey himself was very 
far from exempt. 1 am nut referring to his 
Wingless Wonders tactics of 1966 which, 
after he had jettisoned ail the true 
wingers in his squad, led eventually to 
victory, and poisoned the wells of British 
football for years to come. 

I am thinking, much more specifically. 
of the match at Wembley one spring 
evening in 1972, when England met 
West Germany in a first leg European 
Nations Cup quarter final. 

Walking into the Press Box at 
Wembley, I was astonished to find that 
Ramsey had picked a midfield without a 
sihgle ball-winning player; a real 

wli^-half-back. to return to the old 

terminology. 

It seemed a match made safe for the 
formidable blond West German Gunter 
Netzer, and so it proved. He simply ran 
Iwild in the midfield, and England lost, 

3>*1 . Which meant they had to win 
handsomely in Berlin were they to 
survive. 

But Ramsey did not even try to win. He 
put out a team full of hard, defensive 
men, the very reverse from the indulgent 



Argentina 
themselves, 
under the 
celebrated Cesar 
Menotti, played 
into Italy’s hands 
in the 1982 
World Cup in 
Spain, playing 
Diego Maradona 
up front where 
he could be 
marked out of 
the game by 
Gentile. Soccer’s 
tacticians are 
sometimes too 
clever for their 
own good. 


one which he had fielded at Wembley, 
and one in its own way as ill-designed to 

do the needful job ao was hie first side. 

A bruising, gritty 0-0 draw resulted, 
after which Gunter Netzer trenchantly 
remarked: '*The whole England team has 
autographed my leg.” 

In the last World Cup, Bobby Robson 
suddenly decided before the vital game in 
Cagliari against Holland that England 
would play with a sweeper. In his eight 
years as manager, they had never done 
so before. 

Indeed, Robson had insisted time and 
again that the sweeper system was 
foreign to English players and that he 
would never employ it. Yet here he 
was—as one of his players, Steve 
McMahon, would later 
protest—imposing it on his team without 
any real preparation whatsoever. 

Against the Dutch, it could be said to 
bring a draw, though since they had but 
one central striker it was probably 
unnecessary. Belgium were then beaten 
in Bologna. But in Naples against the 
Caineroons it simply collapsed, and was 
abandoned late in the game. '*A flat back 
four saved us,” admitted Robson. 

Back in the 1974 World Cup in West 
Germany, that eminent tactician Enzo 
Bearzot, later a distinguished Italian 
team manager, was sent to watch 
Argentina. 

He reported that Rene Houseman was 
playing in midfield, so when they met 
Argentina in Stuttgart, Italy marked 
him with a midfielder, Fabio Capello. 

Disaster. Houseman, a natural winger, 

tiny and fast, ran Capello ragged on the 

left flank and Argentina scored in 
consequence. Not till late In the game 
was a switch made by Italy. 

Argentina themselves, under the 
celebrated Cesar Menotti, played into 
Italy’s hands in the 1982 World Cup in 
Spain, playing Diego Maradona up front 
where he could be marked out of the 
game by Gentile. Soccer’s tacticians are 
sometimes too dever for their own good. 







USE IT OR 


T his week we are 
focussiiify on the 
most vital 
instrument in 
one’s tKXly the brain 
Perched high above the 
more physical parts of 
the body, this cerebral 
organ is also subject to 
the first law of locker 
room dynamics, "Use it 
or lose it. ’ 

P^or centuries the 
belief prevailed that the 
brain could not be 
influenced by us 
mortals- it was a gift 
one came endowed with. 
Rec'ent studies have 
however proved that the 
brain can be bulked up. 
The brain can be made 
stronger and even 

largx>r —in response to 

the demands placed on 


it, like how muscles bulk 
up after exercise. 

How is it possible? 

Well, neurons are the 
cells responsible for 
thinking. By 
stimulating the brain 
you will not sprout fresh 
neurons but you can 
encourage your brain to 
make new connections 
between the neurons 
you already have. As 
Marian Diamond, 
neuroanatomist at the 
University of California, 
Berkeley puts it. “The 
mind thrives on new 
experiences. A nerve cell 
needs to be stimulated 
and for this one needs to 
do active creative work.” i 

This may sound like | 
Dfible Carnegie stuff but i 

it’s backed by lab | 


studies. Researchers 
have discovered that 
rats living in stimulated 

ezivirozimexits grow 

bigger brains, while 
those in boring cages 
lose some lobe. 

How do we make it 
happen is the next 
question that comes to 
mind. Everyday 
pleasures like reading, 
scrabble and other 
creative pursuits seem to 
improve problem 
solving,and language 
abUity 

The damage starts to 
set in when one falls into 
the rut. Men are so 
moneterarily inclined 
these days, that they are 

Once in a while just let 
tne nair aown and 

have some real fun. 


always on the edge. 

They place a lot of 
pressure on the brain, 

malciiig it work 

overtime on the gory 
details of that extra 
rupee that has to be 
earned. The grey cells do 
not get a break, and 
after some time the 
brain needs some extra 
coaxing to get 
stimulated and function 
in the same capacity. 

The way to avoid this 
would be to give the 
brain some activity that 
is fun and challenging 
at the same time 
Remember the brain 
functions exactly like 
the brawn; you wouldn’t 
stick to a boring exercise 
routine for more man a 
couple of days, so why 




LOSE IT 


would the brain? 

If you can’t think of 
any activity that is ‘fun*, 
recall the last time you 
were so engrossed with 
an activity that time and 
the world just flew 
by.. .and you were not 
bothered in the least. 
The last time you 
performed at optimum 
level without putting in 
an extra effort. It might 
be everyday instances 
when you were listening 
to music, solving a 
crossword puzzle, 
playing a game or 
talking to a buddy. In 
sport this delicious 
experience is called ‘the 
zone*. After you 
transcend normality 
you enter the ‘zone’ and 


THE 


HEALTH 


COLUMN 


ycai give it all you've got. 

As children we tend to 
slip into the 'zone* very 
often, sometimes even 
unknowingly. But as 
adults we tend to fall 
intothe'rut’.of 
mundane everyday 
affairs. 

, The brain like the 
body also responds to 
what we eat. Protein—3 


to 4 ounces of it—at 
limch and dinner can 
send enough tyrosine to 
the brain to promote the 
production of chemicals 
that keep us alert. 
However, there is a 
minor hitch with this 
power eating. Protein is 
almost always 
accompanied by fat, and 
fat has aooupleof 



Get yourself into‘the 

zone* more often and 
just freak out... 

drawbacks. Firstly it 
places a heavier burden 
on the digestive system, 
diverting the blood from 
the brain. Secondly fat 
can line along the 
arteries and impede the 
flow of blood to the 
brain. 

The brain thrives on 
blood. And the best 
stimulant that rushes 
the blood to the brain is 
exercise. Regular 
exercise helps improve 
the ‘thinking muscle* by 
putting more oxygen in 
to the blood. And the 
brain is an oxygen 
glutton. It represents 
just 2 % of our body 
weight but sucks up 20 


to 30% of our oxygen 
intake. Aerobic 
exercises boost the 
mental abilities because 
of the higher cerebral 
oxygen levels. 

Also, once in a while 
give your brain a 'break*. 
The brain follows a basic 
rest/ activity cycle that 
repeats itself once every 
90 minutes. Trouble can 
build if we habitually 
ignore that rest phaae of 
the cycle because we axe 
not giving the body 
some time to do it’s inner 
book-keeping. 

So folks, you don’t 
have to trouble your 
head to tune your brain. 
Just make room for the 
countless pleasureable 
ways to smarten up, that 
life already offers. • 
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Step forward and throw Ivn 
mWdte punch 
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Pull foot back and dalivar right hamnmr-flat blow 


C ARRYING on with 
the kata we’re 
serialising, now 
make a 180 “ turn 
and perform a right 
gidan-barai while going 
into the zen-kutsu- 
dachi. Then, pull the 
right foot back a little, 
going into neko-ashi- 
dachi while delivering a 
tetsui-uohi the right 
hand. Step forward with 
the left leg and throw a 
chudan-oi-tauki. Turn 
90 ° to the left, perform¬ 
ing a gidan-barai while 

g^oing into xen-lcutsu- 

dachi. 

Stay tuned in to ttiis 
column as we will be 
serialising the rest of 
this kata in the coming 
weeks. 
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By Shlvali Gancidy 
Kyekiwmnk a H a m kai 


PHOTOGflAPMS RAMAN BHALtA 
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A state Of Shock 


W HEN 1 flipped through the 
pages of the ’year-end’ issue of 
Sporisworld. it was delightful to 
read about the prodigies of Indian 
sp<M, Sachm Tendulkar and V. 
Anand. Yet I wondered why wt? 
are unable to produce as gifted, 
young sportswomen 1 can't really 

recall any eporiewonian who is ol‘ 

world Standard, from India, It is 
really sad that we cannot product? 
Capriatis, Grafs and Coinencis 
from India. While Indian women 
are coming up to world standards 
in other fields, why not in sports‘s 
Is it the fact that women arc not so 
involved or dedicated to sport in 
India? Or do they want to use the 
ladder of sport to get on to othei* 
careers*^ 1 look forward to the 
golden era in Indian sport where 
India has somebody like a Flo Jo 
or a Steffi Graf or a .lennifor 
Capriati or a Nadia (’ornmenci 
who are reckoned with 
throughout the world and who 
can keep thi' Rag nyiiig for tlieir 
country 
SUHESH 
Maduriu 

Ineplaceable — 

Kapil IJev's interview to 
Sportsworld was really good In 
fact the magazine should also 
have earned a table showing his 
376 wickets People are now 
talking in terms of a replfu?oment 
for Kaps But the fact remains 
that at present there is no 
replacjemeiit for Kapil. Kapil the 
player will gracefully make way 
to a newcomer who can prove* 
himself to be an artiste of the 
seam. Till then Indian cricket will 
continue to benefit from this 

jvorkhoreo. 

G K. HALDAR 
New Delhi. 

Keep it Up 


IjOOking back at Sportsworld 
through the year 1990, the issues 
that covered the World Cup and 
the Asian Games were superb. The 
interviews carried through the 
year were exhaustive and 
' informative at the same time. 




V 



Sunil Gavaskiu 's interview to 
ttie inagaziiie perhaps the most 
extensive oik* given to any 
magazine saw Rohit Brijnath do 
a commenflablejob Mudar 
PaUuM'ya’s arlielos were thought 
provoking and the articles Pride 
and Preiiidiee', ‘The year 2040* 
and thear't icle. The 
misundt'rstood Master' had that 
distiiK't Mudar touch 

Mr Hrijnath siiying ‘Good Day 
Matos' from Australia during the 
A list laliaii Open and Andy O' 
Rrii'n joining him at Wimbledon 
were ext remely nice gestures The 
plK)to featui*es were as smashing 
as ever Nadia. Ashwmi. Zeoshan 
and Steffi Graf all figured in some 
memorable photo feat ures A11 
these and the style of re]X)rt ing by 
your enthusiastic correspondents 
has mudeSportsworld an integral 
part of our lives. Please keep up 
the go(^d work 
SRimVAS NYAPA TH V. 

Hajfihrn undry 


Hearty congratulations for the | 
.suf)erb. ‘Year end Spmal issue of f 
Sfxv'tswovld Kapil Dev should 
havt? also been considered as the c 
Man of t he Year*, on becoming the 
second highest wicket-taker in the 
world. s(;ci)nd only to Hadloo 
Full marks to Vivek Das and 
Bhaskai* Das for giving us a 
superb cover and a calendar 
S HUSSAIN. 

Dibruf^'iii'h 

Kud os ——— 

K udos to sportsworld for that 
fantastic interview with Franz 
Bet7keiibauer. {Sportsworld. 19th 
December) The questions asked 
by Arno Luik wore interesting 
and informative and almost every 
aspect of Beckenbauer's life was 
covered. 

A most complete interview. 
BIJANBANDHOPADHYA Y. 
Calcutta 









SAURAV GANGULY has 
only himself to blame for 
having to wait so long to 
record his maiden 
first-class hundred 
Severely laekiug in 
concentration for 
distressingly long, lie 
could have easily got his 
maiden hundred against 
Bihar, in his third first 
class match. But lost the 
opportunity through 
slieer lack of 
appli(;ation, 

Now you may turn 
around and say, come 
on, that s too harsh on 
an eighteen-year-old 
boy. He deserves more 
time Possibly, yes- He 
has just got his driving 
licence and doesn’t have 

JiIm voting rightn, yot. 

Saurav had finished 
the group league 
engagements with an 
average of 99, which by 
any standard is 
impressive. But then 
there is another 
argument’ Sachin 
Tendulkar has raised 
the ‘flocjr level’ so much 
t hat the ac^cent on 
success at a young age is 
now overwhelming. 

[ There ai*e many in 
; Bengal who are already 
j feeling oplinustic about 
i Saurav When an A^iil 
I Wadekiir goes on iword 
saying he is a beitex’ bet 
than Kambli, when a 
Shaslri praises him 
highly. that optimism is 
further strengthened. 

It may seem absurd to 
many, but a lot of 
cricketers of the state 
believe that Saurav, 
given the opportunity, 
Si^urav Ganguly: 
himaelf to blame 
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will go the Tendulkar 
way. While Assam, 
Bihar, Orissa and 
Tripura are hardly the 
sort of opponents 
against whom you can 
judge the true 
capabilities of a 
cricketer, if you set the 
yardstick aside for the 


Sourav Ganguly 
has only himself 
to blame having 
to wait so long to 
record his maiden 
first-class 
hundred. Lacking 
severely in 
concentrotion for 
distressingly 
long, he could 
easily hove got 
his maiden 
hundred against 
Bihar, in his third 
first class match. 
But lost the 
opportunity 
through 
lock of 
application... 


time being, Saurav did 
play a key role in Bengal 
finishing first m the 
east zone group league. 

Now they will play the 
winner of the 
Maharastra-Karnataka 
match in the quarter 
final to be played at the 
Eden Gardens from 
16-20 February. 

That Bengal would 
eventually emerge 
Number One from the 


league was not quite a ' 
surprise. But that they j 
would go about it in 
such a clinical fashion 
and leave the second 
team far behind was 
difficult to predict. 

Bengal established 
their superiority with 79 
points, while the other 
team Bihar collected 56. 

It all came as a pleasant 
surprise to the die*hard 
Bengal supporters who 
had become 
disillusioned after 
Bengal’s indifferent 
showing in the Irani 
Tiophy 

To make things worse, 
Bengal was subjected to 
some ridiculous 
selection bungling 

Ai un Jjiti, 

unquestionably tlio best 
man available for the 
job. was not made the 
captain. Some important 
officials (not the 
selectors) felt that Lai 
would be trx> hot for 
them to handle After 
all, one all-powerful 
official m the Cricket 
Assocnation of Bengal 
(CAB) IS involved in a 
feud with Lcil 

for t he last one and a ; 

half years. | 

You may wonder how ' 
personal problems ; 

should aff ect dec isi on s 
regarding a player s I 

selection ana hiR 
chances of being the j 

skipper of a side. Well, ; 

the answer is, in the ! 

CAB- - always a hotbed of j 
conspiracies—personal j 
relationships and ! 

equations do count a lot » 
If you are ambitious you 
cannot afford to upset 
an official, even if you do 


well in the field. 

To cut a long story 
short, the 

mild-mannered Pranab 
Roy was made the 
skipper—a compromise 
candidate, as many 
thought. But, ironically, 
Roy was not even called 
to the selection 
meetings. The selectors 
not on ly decided the 
composition of the l^eam 
but also laid out the 
batting order, which, 
without a doubt, is the 
skipper’s prerogative. 

So far Pranab Roy has 
not dared to protest and 
still remains at tlie 
helm. 

His main hope, Arun 
Lai, had started off the 
season extremely well 
The bearded batsman 
got a fighting hundred 
in the Irani Trophy, and 
followed it up with two 
centuries against Bihar 
and Orissa, But the 
moment Pakistan's tour 
of India was cancelled, 
he seemed to lose all his 
motivation. He could not 
cross fifty even once 
since then 

And yet, all that did 
not affect Bengal. With 
Saurav. as well as others 
also making useful 
contributions, is Bengal 
learning to play cricket 
minus Arun Lai? It 
remains to be seen. and 
the real test for them 
will be the kncx.'kout 
matches whore Bengal 
will once again have to 
prove their worth 
Though Bihar 
eventually made it to the 
knoc‘kout stages, and 
Assam could not, it was 
the latter who earned a 








lot or rospeet D&fipit^ 

btjirig a side without 
much of a cTicketing* 
background to boast of, 
they nearly made it, 
before losing out to 
Bihar just one point 
Orissa proved to be a 
disappointment. Saba 
Karim recorded his 
career best 234 against 
them whereas Bengal 
condemned them to an 
innings defeat 
One of the reasons 
could be a big row that 
erupted between the 
offK.ials of the Orissa 
Cricket Assotualion and 
SIX senn »i cr ickelers of 
me state, before the start 
of ttu' seasfin 'J’hese 
cricketers Hanjib 
Bishwal. Debashis 
Mohanty, Srilam Das. 
Dhirenclra Routh. 
Biswajit Molmiity and 
Ak&hay Pande spoke 
openly against the 
administration, 
complaining of lack of 
practice facilities and 


domanded a.Ti immodiaio 

ouster of the OCA 
secretary. They even 
went to the extent of 
saying, "the 
administration should 
be in the hands of such 
people who will not live 
off the OCA funds, but 
will do thei r best for the 
development of cricket 
in the state.” 

Whether the players’ 
allegation was right or 
wrong remains highly 
debatable Rut no one is 
disputing the fac^t that 
this unfortunate 
cjontroversy reflec ted in 
Orissa’s showirm this 
season 

Tripura, known to be 
the babes, played to 
justify their ‘reputation'. 
Against them Bengal 
recorded their second 
highest Ranji 
score 758 •' with Ashok 
Malhotra getting a 
double hundred. He was 
ably supported by a 
till-then out-of-form 


Arun Lai was not 
made the 
captain...One all 
powerful official 
in the CAB is 
involved in a 
prolonged feud 
with Lai for the 
lost one and a 
holf years...in 
CAB always a 
hotbed of 
conspiracies, 
personal 

relotipnshws and 
count a lot... 


Snehasish Ganguly who 
went on to score 158 the 
Tripura batsmen folded 
up quickly to give 
Bengal a big win, by an 
innings and 316 runs, 

In the beginning of 
the season it seemed that 


me Ranji cnampions 
would be handicapped 
by the absence of their 
skipper- Sarnbaran 
Banerjoe who retired 
last season. But Mintoo 
Das the new 
wicketkeeper, has 
proved everyone wrong: 
Showing dependability 
behind the stumps, he 
also impressed with the 
bat 

Saurav not only 
played a very vital 
knock against Assam 
and pulled Bengal out of 
the woods but came good 
with the ball too. His 
13 wicket haul was 
mfjre than a bonus for 
Bengal With Saradindu 
Mukherjee performing 
poorly in the 
preliminary matches»he 
came along just as they 
needed someone to add 
some sting to their 
limited bowling 
resources. 

Gautam Bhattaeharyat 

Calcutta 











RANJI TROPHY WEST ZONE 

Deodhar’s 
Centenary Gift 


O N the eve of enter, 
•ing the hun¬ 
dredth year of his 
life on January 
14, the Maharashtra 
cricket team presented 
the grand old man of In¬ 
dian cricket Prof. D B. 
Deodhar with a 
memorable gift; The 
Talim trophy, which 
they won through their 
all-round supremacy in 
the Charminar 
Challenge Ranji trophy 
national cricket 
championship. 

Prof Deodhar is the 
president of the 
Maharashtra Cricket 
Association and in his 
heyday was the captain 
of the state's Ranji team 
when they had their two 
triumphs in the 1940s. 

Maharashtra topped 
the league table even 
though they did not 
have a single outright 
win. They had 04 points, 
sixmore than Bombay's 

58, with Baroda tliird on 
56,'followed by 
Saurashtra 35, and 
Opjarat 33. 

Keen interest in the 
title fight was alive till 
the last day of the 
league, when 
Maharashtra needed 47 
to take the vital lead 
against Bombay to 
nudge ahead of them in 
the top tatde clash at 

1 V * ""J. I' .. ". ‘I■' P " v 

■*' ^ . , ' , ' 


Pune. After trailing 
Maharashtra, Bombay 
faced a crisis, and was 
not even sure of their 
second place in the 
tournament. 

More than 600 miles 
away, Baroda were 
going for an outright 
win over Saurashtra in 
their last match. That 
would have brought 
thein on par with 
Bombay. The need for 
the former 

champions was then to 
clinch an additional 
bonus point to keep the 
margin. This Bombay 
did in the second 
innings getting thre^e to 
be on the safe side. 

Bombay may harp on 
the excuse that they did 
not win the league 
because they missed the 
services of their Test 
stars, Shastri, captain 
for the season, Sanjay 
Manjrekar, Sachin 
Tendulkar and Raju 
Kulkarni, but the 

i-eplacements, like 
opener Sameer Deghe, 
Vinod Kambli. and 
Chandu Pandit gave a 
good account of 
themselves, proving 
useful and competent, 
making a valiant effort 
to power their side right 
to the top. 

One of the top players 
who was sorely missed 


was Raju Kulkarni, who 
had been instrumental 
in their win over Gujarat 
in the first match. 

In Raju Kulkarni’s 
absence Pradad Desai 
protege of the former 
Indian bowling celebrity 
Ramakant Desai—now a 
BCA selector—bowled 
well, but received little 
help from the wicket. 
Also inducted into the 
Bombay team was Salil 

Vinod Kambli: gave a 
good account of 
himself' 



Ankola, from 
Maharashtra. The 
Indian bowler who 
toured Pakistan was not 
an overnight success in 
the first two games, but 
there is hope for him as 
he is able to bowl long 
spells which suggest 
tliat his chronic fitness 
problems are now 
behind him and he can 
now concentrate on 
further sharpening his 
skills. 

Bombay had serious 
problems in the spin 
department, especially 
as the crafty left-arm 
spinner Sanjay PatiI was 
not fit for the last game 
against Maharashtra 
where Piyush Soneji 
made a heartening debut 
with bat and ball (three 
wickets and 40 runs). 
And he is the best fielder 
in the zone. 

Bombay still do not 
have a good offspin 
bowler or a leg spinner; 
but Iqbal Khan and 

Rojput did a good job, 
Rajput claiming five 
against Baroda. Baroda 
tormented Bombay 
offering a towering total 
of 483. Baroda had 
Rashid Patel bowling 
with the fire of old 
against Bombay and 
doming back into the 
2 sone team for the Duleep 
Trophy. 

P.yj. Ksr, Bombay 





The ‘Nawabs 





W ITH three 

equally strong 
teams in the 
fray the South 
Zone Ranji Trophy 
league has always 
provided a keen and 
exciting race for the top 
honours. From that 
viewpoint this year's 
league was a big 
disappointment. Very 
early in the season, it 

Arshad Ayub: a 
shrewd captain 


became obvious that 
Tamil Nadu would not 
qualify and that 

Hyderabad and 
Karnataka would be the 
teams to make it to the 
knockout phase from 
the zone. 

Tamil Nadu's tale of 
woe started from their 
first match against Goa. 
On the verv first day 
T N skittled out Goa 
for 154 and then scored 
30 for one. There was no 
further play which 


The 


T he talking point of the South Zone Ranji 
Trophy league was not Hyderabad's 
superb all round efficiency which saw 
them clinch the title long before the 
season was over, or the particularly 
disappointing show by Tamil Nadii, perhaps 
the strongest team on paper. The major topic 
of discussion was the tactical and 
mathematical blunders committed by Andhra 
which more than anything else, saw the team 
finish last-with 25 points. 

long, Andhra has been the team that the 
“big three” in the zone have feared. Always a 
fighting side, Andhra have given Hyderabad, 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu a run for their 
money many times and on one famous 
occasion at Salem in January 1975 they even 
defeated Tamil Nadu by one run. In 1986-86, 
Andhra were the surprising winners of the 
zonal title while Hyderabad and Karnataka did 
not even qualify. 

This time the team did not perform badly. In 
fact this time there were some fine batting 
performances from Oscar Vinod Kumar, 
Vincent Vinay Kumar and M.F. Rehman. But 
lack of planning and no apparent knowledge 
of the new rules cost them dearly in two 
matches. 

The first was against Kerala. Ahdhra 
smassed a total of 430 runs and Kerala replied 







Do It Again! 


meant that Tamil Nadu 
were deprived of 
valuable points against a 
traditonally 

opponent, Srikkanth in 
desperation declared the 
innings at that juncture 
to get one point. 
According to the rules, 
if even the first innings 
is not completed the 
teams share two points 
each. By declaring and 
conceding the first 
innings lead, Srikkanth 
assured his team of 


three points, even 
though it also meant 
that Goa would get five. 
Pour bowling- bonus 
points saw Tamil Nadu 
with a haul of seven 
points which was 
unimpressive compared 
to the 22 or 23 points 
they managed against 
Goa in the past. 

From that moment 
Tamil Nadu had either 
to score an outright 
victory over Hyderabad 
or Karnataka or hope 


that the other two giants 
performed badly against 
the weaker sides. 

Neither of these 

happened and Tamil 
Nadu finished a poor 
third with 58 points. 
Hyderabad won the 
25onal championship 
with 85 points while 
Karnataka had 77 
points. Never was the 
disparity between the 
top three teams so 
obvious. 

There was a distinct 


lack of fighting 
approach by the Tamil 
Nadu team and the only 
silver lining for Tamil 

Nadu was the discovery 
of a potentially fine all 
rounder in Ashish 
Kapoor. The 20-year-old 
former Indian 
under—19 player shone 
in the team's victories 
over Kerala and Andhra. 
In the first match he 
took 11 wickets and top 
scored with 73. In the 
second he took five 


Mathematical Blunders 


with 346. Andhra skipper 
Chamundeswarnath made a strange decision, 
when he decided to forfeit the second innings. 
In the remaining time instead, he reckoned he 
could take a couple of bowling bonus points. 
The decision lacked logic as it was obvious 
there was a woeful lack of bite in the Andhra 
bowling. Moreover he had got mathematical 
calculations wrong. He was apparently not 
aware of the new rule that the overs ded acted 
between the innings was two and not three and 
also that a fraction of an over did not count So 
now Kerala had to get 75 runs for victory in 
130 overs. 

Kerala grabbed the golden opportunity and 
reached their target of 75 runs in 130 overs for 
th^loss of one wicket and with l A overs to 
spare,, 

Itf was a oplossal blunder by 
Chamundeswarnath and he paid for it. At an 
emergency meeting the Andhra Cricket 
Association not only stripped him from the 
captkinoy but also from the team. 

But Andhra's tale of woe was not yet over. A 
couple of weeHs after they again got their 
arithmetic wrong in the match against 
Hyderabad. Andhra had done very well 
scoring 334 and 334 in Uieir two innings. 
Hyderabad with 414 in their first inninge now 
bjB/i the of sodring JB5S runs for victory in 


13 minutes and 20 mandatory overs—an 
impossible task. Hyderabad duly reached 150 
for seven and then learnt that 120 runs had to 
be added since Andhra bowled ten overs short. 

Andhra seemed to think that they could take 
their own sweet time to bowl the mandatory 20 
overs. But the umpires pointed out that even 
those 20 overs should be bowled at a rate of an 
over every four minutes Thus Andhra after 
doing well in two matches lost both through 
lack of planning and not being aware of the 
rules. The Andhra captain this time was 
Kamaraju but most of the blame was attached 
to the team manager G. A. Pralap Kumar who 
is also a qualified first class umpire. It was 
said that he should have guided his team 
properly on the new rules. 

Andhra however did not take the matter lying 
down. They protested to the Ranji Trophy 
Committee of the Board alleging that the 
Hyderabad batsmen adopted time wasting 
tactics which led in turn to the Andhra bowlers 
being forced to take time to send down their 
overs. The protest however was rejected at 
Calcutta this month with the Board view being 
that it was a miscalculation by Andhra. 

It certainly was, 

Psrisbilstnctasiid 






wickets in the first 
innings and again top 
scored with 70. Another 
newcomer, N Gautham, 
scored an unbeaten 101 
in his first Ranji Trophy 
game. But among the 
established stars only 
foi’mer Indian player 
Robi n Singh played 

with consistency. 

Hyderabad’s superb 
all round efficiency saw 
thorn retain the 
Soundararajan Trophy. 
So clear was their 
supremacy that they 
had virtually made sure 

nf t.r»ppinfy the zonal 

table well before the 
season ended. They 
outplayf‘d Goa, Kerala 
and (Andhra the last 
named ni rather 
dramatic cii-cumstances) 
held their own against 
Tamil Nadu and lost to 
Kai'nataka in their final 
match by 76 runs. Even 
that loss made no 
difference to the final 


standings. 

In the absence of 
Azharuddin, Hyderabad 
was led shrewdly by 
ArshadAyub Not only 
did Ayub prove to be a 
fine captain tactically, 
but he also led from the 
front with some 
excellent all-round 
performances. 

Now Hyderabad has a 
very good chance of 
regaining the Trophy 
which they last won in 
1986-87. It must not be 
forgotten that 
Azharuddin will be 
available for the knock 
out games. 

Karnataka deservedly 
clinched a place in the 
kncxik out stage. In 
recent years Karnataka 
has gone through a lean 
period. The retirement 
of several stalwarts had 
made the team weak and 
in the last couple of 
years* under Roger 
Binny, Karnataka were 


in the rebuilding 
process This season it 
was obvious that the 
rebuilding was over and 
Karnataka under new 
captain Syed Kirmani 
were a fine all round 
side, Karnataka scored 
outright victories over 
Andhra, Kerala and 
Hyderabad, gained 
valuable points in their 
rain--hit tie against 
Goa. Against Tamil 
Nadu the batting was in 
full bloom. 

Batting over two days, 
Karnataika hit up a 
massive 716. Karnataka 
was also well served by 
the bowlers, principally 
by the current Indian 
leg spinner Anil 
Kumble. The latter, in 
fact, had a fine match 
against Kerala scoring 
hie maiden Ranji 
hundred and capturing 
eleven wickets. Like 
Hyderabad, Karnataka 
too can.be rated as 


having a very good 
chance of regaining the 
trophy they last won in 
1982-83. 

Kerala did better than 
expected, finishing 
fourth with 46 points. 
Goa finishing fifth with 
29 points had another 
poor season. Andhra 
surprisingly finished 
last with 25 points but, 
their poor showing was 
not b^ause of sub 
standard performances 
but on mathematical 
blundering. 

Hyderabad’s Abdul 

Asaeeixi urus&»ed the 3000 

run mark while 
Karnataka's Raghuram 
Bhat took his 300th 
wicket. 

Overall points table: 
Hyderabad 85, 
Karnataka 77, Tamil 
Nadu 56, Kerala 46. Qoa 
29, Andhra 25. ' 


Parfeb Rmtchsialf Msibw 









QUIZ/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 


questions 

1 . Which Indian cricketer took three 
wickets with four balls in his first 
ever Test? 

2 . Indian cricketer of the 80’s was 
dubbed the 'Coloner? 

3. /I Mushtaq Mohammad became 
the youngest player to appear in 
a Test match, who were 
Pakistan’s opponents and 
where? 

4. Who is the'odd man out'of the 
following foreign-bom Test 
^yers of England: Colin 
Cowdrey, Bob Woolmer, Phil 
Edmonds and Robin Jackman? 

5. Which cricketer of the preswit 
Indian squad retired hurt with a 
badly cut face in his debut Test 
when a lifter from Benjamin 
struck him beneath the eye? 

6. Which Australian batsman is 
nicknamed 'Swampy'? 

7. When did England defeat India 
by an innings for the first time on 
the Indian soil? 

8. When did England win a Test 
match in Delhi for the first time? 

9. Who became the first batsman to 
score a hundredth first-class 
century in a Test match? 

ANSWERS 

1. RaviShastri. 

2. Dilip Vengsarkar. 

3. The West Indies, Lahore. 

4. Phil Edmonds who was bom in 
Lusaka, Zambia (All others were 
bom in India). 

5. Sanjay Manjiekar. 


6. Geoff Marsh. 

7. In 1976. (First Test, at DelW). 

8. In 1972. (First Test). 

9. In August, 1977 (Fourth Test v 
Australia at Leeds). 

BRIDGE 

Most of the coups with catchy 
names were christened by the late 
Ely Culbertson whose debt bridge 

playerts wovilci never quite be able 

to repay in full- One of these is the 
Merrimac Coup, so named by him 
after the American collier of the 
same name which the Americans 
themselves sunk in the Santiago 
Harbou r during the 1848 war in 
an attempt, though unsuccessful, 
to stop the advancement of the 
Spanish Armada. Ed Mafield of 
USA, West on today’s hand, used 
the Merrimac to good effect in the 
Cavendish team championship in 
New York:- 

West led the king of clubs and it 
would appear that declarer can 
make his contract. For example, if 
West continues with a second 
club, dummy ruffs, draws two 
rounds of trumps and tries to give 

up Gi diamond to csiabliab the auit 

for spade pitches. When the 
singleton king appears, he simply 
concedes the third trump and 
claims the rest to make five. 

Manfield, however, executed the 
Merrimac Coup, the lead of an 


unsupported high honour to kill 
an important entry to an opposing 
hand, usually dummy's by 
switching to the spade king at 
trick two. Note what this did to 
declarer. With the spade entry 
gone, and unaware of the 
singleton king, declarer naturally 
finessed the diamonds, losing to 
the king. All would still have been 
well for declarer but Manfield 
followed up now with a club, 
forcing dummy to ruff. Declarer 
pulled a diamond to his ace and 
Manfield made the third fine move 
on the hand by refusing to ruff (or 
else declarer could win the return, 
draw trumps ending in dummy 
and claim), leaving declarer 
resourceless. 


hlORTH(dummy) 
c;> A 10 6 2 
A 8 6 
O J 10 5 4 

♦ 7 

EAST 
Q J 9 4 
J 5 

; 9 8 6 3 2 
3 4 0 10 2 


WEST EAS1 

4 K 3 4 J 

0 10 3 :• J * 

<> K 9 i 

4AK96643 4 Q 

SOUTH 
Q 8 7 S 
K O 7 4 S 
A 7 
4 J 5 


WEST 

14 

Dble 

Pass 

Shantanu 


NORTH EAST SOUTH 

O'ble Pass 24 

Z'''' 34 

40 AH Pass 









F or a long time, Meherwan 
Daru walla had been the king of 
Indian squash. The Maharashtra 
aoe won the national title five 
times until he was dethroned by 

Adrian Ezra in the Madras 
Nationals two years ago. Sinc5e 
then, he has not been able to turn 
the tables on Ezra. In fact, at the 
Calcutta Nationals last month, 
Daru walla lost to the younger 
Ezra in straight games. 

In the absence of Ezra however. 
Daruwalla is very much the man 
to beat for a title. This was proved 
in the seventh Wills Southern 
India Open Squash championship 
sponsored by ITC and organised 
by the Madras Cricket Club in the 
city in January. Ezra was not able 
to participate since he had to 
return to the USA for pursuing 
his studies. All the other top 
players took part and the list 
included besides Daruwalla, 
Ravinder Malik. Arjan Singh and 
R. Brar. There were a total of 41 
entries with the Services giving 
the lion’s share of the entries—13. 

Predictably, the top four 
seeds—Daruwalla, Arjan Singh, 
Ravinder Mallick and R 
Brar—-made it to the semi finals. 
And equally predictably it was the 
Services who dominated thus far 
with three of the four being from 
their ranks. But it was the man 
from Maharashtra who ultimately 
won the title. Daruwalla made 
short work of Capt Brar in the 
semi final, the second seeded 
Arjun Singh got the better of third 
seeded Mallick 9-4,9-0,9-2. 

Everything pointed to the final 
between Daruwalla and Arjan 
Singh being a keen tussle. For one 
thing, they had displayed equally 
fine form in the tournament thus 
far. And secondly, on the last two 
occasions they had met, 

Daruwalla had got the better of 
Arjan but only after five gruelling 

Meherwan Deruwaia: winner of 
the Southern India 
equeeh championehipt 











games. The most recent being: the 
semi final at the Calcutta 
Nationals. 

The first game pointed the way 
for a long drawn out tussle for 
supremacy. Daruwalla took a 3-0 
lead only for the sturdy sardar to 
draw level. The top seeded left 
hander then surg:^ ahead for a 
.8-5 lead, only a point away from 
taking the game. But Aijtin Singh 
varied his game cleverly, drew 
level and then took the game over 
extra points at 10-8. 

Even as the spectators sat back 
expecting another protracted duel 
in the second grame, Daruwalla 
unleashed all his fury. He 
smashed powerfully, stroked 
fluently and with clever 
placements made Aijan Singh run 
all over the court. In next to no 
time, he had taken the second 
game without the loss of a point. 
The third game was level going 
initially (2 all) but then Daruwalla 
again struck a purple patch and 
took the game 9-2. 

It seemed all over when 
Daruwalla led 4-0 in the fourth 
game. But Arjan Singh had some 
fire Btill left in him. He leveUed at 
four and at 7-6 in Daruwalla’s 
favour it still seemed anybody’s 
game. But the experienced 
Daruwalla then quicldy finished 
off the game 9-6 for the match 
which lasted 60 minutes. 

For the first time, the 
organisers introduced a South 
India closed event. Vinoo 
Abraham won the title winning a 
close final ag:ain8t Arun 
Murugappan 1-9,9-0,5-9,9-2, 

9-5. 

PSrIab Ramchand 
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KALYANI 




B y rights, the all India varsity 
athletics championships ought 
to be accorded a status next only 
to the National championships. 
Yet, year after 3rear it is gone 
thrmgh in the most cursory 
fashion, almost in the matter of 
getting rid of something which 
cannot be avoided. Atatime when 
fariian aUlletics is going through 



TIT ^ 


Zsnia Ayrton: winner of the 


iM Ayrt( 
It, 200m 


and 100m hurdles 


a very traumatic period, more so 
after the debacle at the Beijing 
Asian Games, it is indeed sad that 
the Varsity meet was held at a 
venue of which the lesser one 
says, that better it is. 

One must salute the likes of 
Zenia Ayrton and Anand 
Natarajan for having come to 
Kalyani, 60 km fiom Calcutta, 
and run no less than three events. 
Not just that, they also won them 
and in creditable timings. 

The conditions provided for the 
university auileucs were abysmal, 
not that it was anything new. 
They have become used to such 
conditions. The track here in 
Kalyani was firm and fast, but at 
places it was rather uneven. There 
was a particularly big bump 
immediately after the start of the 
100m. Then around the 200m 
mark, there was a depression, 
which could have proved 
dangerous for the athletes. 


The starter wuincuilsliiAnt in 
his commands,' j^hsing either for 
too long between Set and the 
firing of the g:un, or not pausing 
at all. Zenia was a victim of this as 
she was not even in the set 
position when the gun went off. 
The signal for the last lap in each 
of the events was given with a 
whistle. 

As for the performances, the 
pick of the lot oe expected was 

Zenia in the women's section and 
Natarajan in the men's. Both 
turned in pleasant surprises 
adding an extra event each, to 
their usual 100m and 200in. While 
Zenia made her debut in the 100m 
hurdles for the first time at a 
major meet, Natarajan gave a 
glimpse of his future event. 

Zenia, lymg in the second place 
behind Milin Mohanty, another 
promising youngster from Utkal 
University, switched gears on the 
last three flights and clocked a 
life-best 14.9 seconds. Milin was 
second in 15.1 seconds. Zenia was 
impressive in the lOOm (11.9) and 
the 200m (25.0)— especially so 
because there was no one to push 
lier in either event. 

Natarajan, trying to get over 
the disappointment of not making 
the team for the Beijing Asian 
Games last September, seems to 
have made up his mind about the 
400m. Alter winning the 100m in 
10.6 seconds, a record equalling 
effort for the varsity 
championships, he ran the 200m 
in a new record time of 21.3 
seconds, the old record of 21.6 
seconds also being his. Then in 
the 400m he ran almost all alone 
and yet stopped the clock at 
48.5 seconds. 

The two national stars apart, 
there was nothing to enthuse 
about the meet. The only others to 
impress somewhat were the pole 
vauiter, Haj Kumar, who cleared 
4.00 metres, and Jai Kishan who 
won the 5,000m in 14:58.0. Raj 
Kumar was using a fibre glass 
pole for the first time in a meet, 
having procured it jtist a week 
ago. And he was unlucky as it 
snapped when he was going for 
4.06, which was a centimetre 
higher than the existing record. 

Jai Kishan, who has a best of 
14:41, ran a slowish first half and 






hlB efforts to make up for that in 
the last few laps did fetch him the 
top spot but did nothing to give 
hlxn a decent time. He has the 
potmitial but needs the experience 
to realise the pace of a race while 
he is running it. He also finished 
third in the 1,500m. 

A final word alxiut the illogical 
format of the championships. 
First, there were the zonal meets, 

from wKioli Ih© top four in ©aeH 

event were selected for the 
inter-zonals, making it 16 
participants in each event. But 
when the team championehips are 
calculated, they are done so for 
individual universities, instead of 
it being zonal. Maybe, it would be 
better to revert to the format 
where all universities turned up 
which used to be the case till the 
year before last. 



ACormpondant 


BANGALORE 


Garden City Road Mile 


T wo now records were created 

in the second SURE Garden 
City Road Mile and Relays held at 
Bangalore recently. 

Satish of Southern Railways 
created a new record in the men’s 
mile with a timing of 4:02.1 
against the record held by 
Sathyanarayana of Southern 
Railways of 4:21.1 in 1989. 

Poonam Singh of SURE won the 
women’s mile with a timing of 
5:03.7 against her own 
timing of 4:58.4 in 1989. 

The Southern Railways team 
improved on their own record in 
the Men’s 4x2km relay with a 
timing of 20:38.7. The old 
record was 21:28.2 in 1989. 

The YUVA team won the 4x2kin 
women relay with a timing of 
26:26.2. 

SunH Abraham 


ROURKELA 


steel Kabaddi 


E ' was fine team work that 
nabled the Tata Iron & Steel Co 
(TISCO) to annex the Inter Steel 


Kabaddi Championship held at the 
Ispat Stadium under the auspices 
of the Sports Cell of the Rourkela 
Steel Plant. 

TISCO won this trophy after 
almost a decade. In an exciting 
final, which stretched into extra 
time, TISCO dethroned last year’s 
champions Bhilai Steel Plant 
24<16. In the stipulated time both 
teams were locked in a 14-14 draw. 
But in extra time, the TISCO team 
sparkled and won the match 
24-16. 

The semi final match between 
Bhilai and Bhadravati Steel Plant 
was a keenly contested match 
which the former won 15-'12. 
TISCO did not face much difficulty 
against Durgapur while winning 
the match comfortably 34-12. 

In this three day cliampionship, 
seven steel plants of the country 
participated. 

Mr. G.C. Khuntia, GM (M&Q) of 
Rourkela Steel Plant was the chief 
gfuest on the concluding day and 

distributed the prizes. 

SatMl Sharma 


MADRAS 


State TT 


lllAMIL NADU is very much in 
X the forefront on the national 
table tennis scene these days. 
Young talents like Chetan Baboor, 


AshwinI Nachappa presenting 
the prizes to the winners of the 
SURE Garden City road mile 
race 

S. Raman, B. Bhuvaneswari, Ms 
Mythili and Arul Selvi are making 
waves around the Indian circuit, 
causing major upsets and 
winning titles. And one of 
the reasons is the healthy 
atmosphere prevailing in state 
table tennis circles. 

The Tamil Nadu Table Tennis 
Association is conducting its 
affairs in a businesslike manner. 
But they are not the only ones 
organising tournaments. There 
are two other associations which 
are also playing a vital role in 
spotting talent and they are the 
Tamil Nadu Table Tennis Players 
Welfare Association and the Tamil 
Nadu Table Tennis Players 
Parents Association. Long 
winded, laborious names maybe, 
but they operate in a slick 
manner. 

The Players Parent’s 
Association was formed only last 
year but in the short time since 
then has earned a name for itself 
as a well run body which has the 
interests of the game and the 
players uppermost in its 
And since, as the name suggests 
it, is rtmby the parents of the 
kids, they put in that extra effort 
to make everything smoothly. 

Last year, soon after its 
inauguration, the Players 


ro 









Parents Afisooiation organised ltd 
first tournaitientr-na city baaed 
school event. With the game’s 
popularity enjoying an all time 
peak in the state, the organisers 
were surprised by the large 
number of entries received. Still, 
they organised it in an exemplary 
manner. 

Encouraged by the success of 
their maiden effort, they 
embarked on a bierffer event and 
earlier this month organised a 
state level schools tournament. 

Not only that, they roped in 
sponsors and were able to offer a ^ 
total prize money of about Rs 
9000. In addition, the winning 
team would get cycles given by 
one of the major sponsors TI 
Cycles of India Ltd. 

The interesting format provided 
the element of surprise. With each 
State ranked player restricted to 
just one match, cumulative 
strength was imperative for the 
teams to advance. So it was, for 
example, that despite the presence 
of national junior champion 
Chetan Baboor in their ranks, 
Padma Seshadri Bala Bhavan 
went down to G. Vivekaiaanda 

Vidyalaya Annanagar in the 
senior boys event. 

Ultimately while Santhome won 
the senior boys title, Padma 
Seshadri won the junior boys title. 
The girls event was claimed by 
Rosary Matriculation. 

The response was again 
overwhelming. The talent is there 
in plenty. It only needs to be 
tapped. That is the lesson brought 
home by such grass root level 
competitions. And the cash 
awards and gifts like cycles are 
certainly worthwhile incentives 
for youngsters to take any game 
seriously. 

Psriab Raifidwid 


Junior State 
Powerlifting 


B eP.BBHRAofTlSCO. 

Jamshedpur won the 
**«fciywigTnsn of Bihar Jr” title in 
tbs Junior Bihar State 



CALCUTTA 


Giindlays Bank Golf 
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Hyder Khan of Royal Caloutta QoH Club wron tiw fourth AHZ QrindMqfS 
Bank Gh>H ehamptonahlpa witiM eumulativo total of 289 al tlw 
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Bihar Police: winner of the 
Inter-Dlatrict Volleyball 
tournament 



Powerlifting championship 
held here recently. Behra 
snatched a total of 425 
kilograms in the 52 kg weight 
group. 

The team championship went 
to TISCO, Jamshedpur, who 
earned a maximum of 72 points 

with nine golds and one silver 

medal. Marwari Yuvak 
Vyayamshala, Ranchi got 
second place with 51 points. 


Inter-District 

Volleyball 


B ihar PoUce. Patna, won the 
men*s championship of the 
Bihar State Inter District 
Volleyball Tournament held here 
recently at the Hazaribagh 
stadium. 

In the final, they defeated 
Jamshedpur in straight sets 
15-9.15-12,15-6. Earlier in the 
semi finals. Bihar Police beat 
Beg^usarai is-r. is-s. lo-io, 
while Jamshedpur defeated 
Samastipur 15-8,15-8.11-15 
and 15>3. 

The women's title went to 
Jamshedpur women’s college 
when they defeated Singhbhum in 
atough final 13-15,15-3.9-15, 
15-1 land 15-9. 

AnH Kumar Singh 

TRIVANDRUM 


Junior Women’s 
Hockey 


T he National junior 

womerrs Hockey 
championships which was 
postponed in the wake of the 
dislurbaiioes in North India, was 
finally held at 
Thiruvananthapuram. 

Punjab emerged the champions 
and received the Jnanapathy 
Agarwal Trophy from the 
President of Kerala Sports 
Council, V.G. Govindan Nair. 


In a meet that had 14 teams in 
the fray, Punjab defeated 
Chandigarh 2-1 in the final 
encounter. They went into the 
lead in the 24th minute through a 
solo effort from left-out Barinder 
Kaur. Chandigarh, however, 
equalised in the 34th minute via 
centre-forward Veena Syam. In 
the 47th min., Kuljinder’s pass 
1 ‘esulied in urimai'ked Loveleen 
Kaur sounding the board for 
Punjab to seal the issue. 

Punjab, who were clearly the 
superior side, earned eight 

The Pun|ab team were the 
winners of the junior women’s 
hockey championships 


penalty corners, but all them went 
abegging. Barinder Kaur (Punjab) 
and left inside Sita Gusai 
(Chandigarh) were outstanding. 

Earlier in the first semi-final, 
Chandigarh beat Pepsu 2-0. The 
second semi-final, between Punjab 
and holders Bihar, saw them 
locked 1-1 the end of extra time. 

In the tie-breaker, both the teams 
converted 5 goals each (6-6). 
Finally sudden death was applied 
and Punjab won 7-6. 

In the shcxit out for the third 
place, Bihar defeated Pepsu 3-0. 
Karuna Bhaisare of Vidharba who 
scored 8 goals (including 2 
hat-tricks) in three outings was 
iidjudged the best player. 

Sajssv Kumar T.K. 
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VAAAT dip evicts on a OHAIM 6tK<AE> NA/E IN COM 
WON \wini members op the ohown fOiNrf ind) 
IAI6W SevCCK. 61RUS' B/ifiKEreAU^TBVrt? A 
20- FDUKSD ball AND CHWW WORN AROONDTHE 

At«iKUE, IN TWE 19805, CBCWNTOiMTCOA^H 

TOM MAY MACE THE PLAYER Vf ITM THE WORST 
STTVnSnCS IMTHE 6 AME. WEAR THE BALL AND 
C-HAIN the NEXT DAY iNSxHOOL.' 


fHlLADELFHlA RYERS ROOI<A£ 6CAU6 RON 
uexmu. RNISHEDUIE 1987HOOKEYBEASON 
WITH 104 PENAUV MINUTCS- NEARIY DOUBLE 
THE PPE.VA0U5. |>\OFBOlAL RECORD ROR A 
NETTENCeR. 0EFllRE THE NHL ALL-STAR 
BREAK, THE PWILLY 8AO0CW WAS NAILED 
SIX TIMES TOR SLASHING IWICE R3R HI6H- 
sncKiwfe ONCE POR rougjW\n& and once 

RDR UEA\/IN& HIS CREASE DURlNi[?AB6HT. 
weXTAli. PEIA/ OF GAME PENALTIES 
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Br oad Shoulders 
Make Slim Waists 



S TILl. trying to trim 
that waist, are 
you? Well, here*B 
some news. Sport 
broad, strong shoulders 
and youi' waist is going 
to look slimmer than it 
actually is. Look at it 
this way: narrow 
shoulders that look 
about the same size as 


your waist will not give 
any semblance of 
dimension. On the other 
hand, shoulders will 
accentuate the 
difference in size and 
make your waist look 
slim... .even if it isn’t. 
Convinced? Okay, then 
let's work on some " 
shoulder 


wideners—namely, 
push-ups. Wait...wait, 
before you start 
groaning in boredom 
and throw this 
magazine away. 

This is a g^uide to a 
variety of push-ups 
that are guaranteed to 
keep the enthusiasm 
going. 



Liet's start orr with the 
easy ones. For Wall 
Pushoffs. stand about 
two-three feet away 
finom a wall and put your 
hands against it about 
shoulder high. Lean 
towards the wall, till 
your face is almost 
touching it with the 
elbows bent. Then push 
yourself back to the 
starting position. Shoot 
for 20. And once that’s 
easy stuff, move on to 
the next level. 
Chest-High Pushoffs is 
the next step. Place your 
hands on something 
that is chest high and 
keeping yomr body 
Straight, bend your 
elbows till your chin is 
almost touching the spot 
your hands are at. Then 
push yourself back to 
the starting position. 
Once again, it’s 20 that 
you're looking for. 

Once that's achieved, 
move on to Waist-High 
Pushoffs. Here, it’s 
basically the same as the 
previous one, except 
that it's a waist-high 
surface that the hands 
are placed on. Get to 20 
and and you’re ready to 
move on to the next step. 
How do these sound? We 

know tkere are a lot of 

you who can do these 
with one hand tied 
behind the hack and 
blindfolded, but c'mon 
guys, give the others a 
chance to catch up, 
will’ya. We’ll be getting 
to the tougher stuff in a 
couple of weeks, so get 
those muscles wanned 
up for areal gruelling 
workout. 




























PROFILE 



After all, as he says, “what Is life worth 
without risks”? Meet the Professor of 
Formula One racing 












1989. ThoPaxd Rioard 
circuit, venue of the 
French Grand Pruc. The 
cars take their poeitiona 
on tbegrid. Thelighte 
flash green. And, in a 
earspHttingroar, the 
powerful Formula One 
cars rocket off the line. 

The first bendisa 
right-hander. The 
McUuena flash 
through. TheFerraris 
are juat about to follow 
when Mauricio 
Gugelmin, charging for 
8 gap that never existed, 
locks up the brakes on 
his March Judd. But the 
momentum is too much. 
The car hits Mansell's 
Ferrari, flips over and 
gets catapulted off the 
track. 

As the other Ferrari 
driver Oerhard Berger 
later recalled, an 
unbelievu^ look still 
glazing his eyes, “I saw 
Mauricio above me. He 
looked straight at me 
with hie head hanging' 

down”. 




The oar comes back to 
earth...upside down. A 
track a metre long is left 
by Ougelmin 'a helmet; 
director of the March 
team Jan PhiUips 
crosses himself when he 
sees the wreckage. The 
ffrefighters douse the 
car with chemicals, then 
manhandle it the right 
way up. Ougelmin 
unstraps himself and 
climbs out. Only to run 
back to the pits, clamber 
into the spare oar and 
line up for the restart. 
Unfortunately a few laps 
later he is out of the race 
with a mechanical 
glitch. 

When asked about his 
accident. Gugelmin mid 

Prostanjoyed Ma moat 
succasaful yaara wHh 
Mariboro McLaran, but 
haaalneamovadto 
Farrarl 


Proat’a aon Nicholaa baa 
Jnharitad hia fathar’a iova 
for anything faat and 
noisy 

“No, I didn’t suffer from 
shoede at all after the 
accident. Not at all". 

And then he lauded! 

T 

H HEY are like that; 
H they have to be. 
Formula One 
drivers may look 
like other young men 
when they stroll down 
streets, minus their 
padded overalls. But 
they are a very different 
breed of people. They are 
people who race hyper 
sensitive oars with 195 
litres of octane pumped 
in. Who drive these 
Molotov cocktails at 











speeds where normal 
men fear to tread. Who 
subject themselves to 
Q-foroes while taking 
high«speed bends that 
would have most of us 
blacking out. Who have 
to make a gear shift 
every 2Vs seconds, while 
operating in speeds upto 
300kmph. Who, like 
Gugelmin. shrug off 
devasting accidents like 
they were everyday 
affairs. 

Alain Prost is one 
such man. With a '*what 
is life worth without 
risks” attitude, this 
diminutive 34-year _old 
Frenchman has 
inhabited the fast lane 
for most of his life. 
Starting off with 
Ck)-Karts, he moved on 
to Formula Renault and 
then Formula 3. Finally, 
about ten years ago, 
Prost graduated to the 
real thing.. .Formula 
One. 

But xiot before he 

learnt the hard way. In 
one of his first races, a 
wheel suspension broke. 
A split second later, so 
did his wrist. A 
shellshocked Prost was 
left wondering “Man, 
this is more dangerous 
than I imagined’*. But 
instead of frightening 
him off the track, this 
accident made the so^far 
speed-crazy Frenchman 
rethink his approach. 
Sure, he wanted to race 
Fl.. .and win. But he also 
wanted to stay alive. So 
he figured out that it 
was “a question of 
winning whilst driving 
as slowly as possible*'. 

This calculated 
approach—which has 
since earned him the 
nickname The 
Professor'—has stood 
I’rost in good stead 
since. In the car and out 

The Proet-Senna 
partnarahip was doomed 
from the atari 


of it. He has successfully 
withstood hours of 
high-intensity Grand 

Prix races where the 

body gets thumped with 
every impact the car 
makes on the track and 




temperatures climb to 
well over 80^ Centigade. 
And that’s not counting 

Wife Anne Marla gave up 
her teaching Job to look 
after her husband and 
son 



the hours of test drives. 
none of which are 
leisure outings. 

He has also mastered 
the lifestyle that goes 
with being a successful 
Formula One racer. Hie 
constant travel, with 18 
QPs spread out over the 
year.. .and all over the 
world. The fitness 
training, so essential for 
a demanding sport like 
his. The obligations to 
the sponsors and the 
press. And, of course, 
the all-important 
rapport with his 
mechanics to keep 
pushing the car’s limit. 

In between all this, 
Prost has also found the 
time to court and mai*ry 
Anne Marie with whom 
he set up house in his 
home town St. Chemind. 
A teacher before her 
wedding, Anne Marie 















gave up her job soon 
after she married and 
devoted herself totally to 
looking alter her 
husband and, later, 
their son Mioholas. 

Ironically, it took 
disillusionment with his 
own countrymen for the 
Frosts to leave France 
and take up residence in 
Switzerland in 1983. 
Then driving for the 
French auto firm 
Renault, arguments 
with the management 
about their Formula One 
team’s handling had a 
mob of disgruntled 
Renault workers 
demonstrating in front 
of his St. Chemind 
house. To make matters 
worse, they even set fire 
to Frost’s favourite 
white Mercedes parked 
outside. 

That was the last 




The thrill of speed^-oven 
on snowbound 
slopes—has always 
attracted Frost 

straw. Understating the 
hostility with “I sense 
mistrust in France”, 
Frost severed all 
connections with his 
country. ‘The French 
prefer martyrs who lose 
with glory. I seem to 
have made an error by 
winning’.' he said as he 
signed along McLaren 
Porsche’s dotted line. 

It was an ‘error’ he had 
no intention of 
rectifying. A 16-race 
winning streak through 
1084-85 saw him take 
the Formula One 
Drivers’ Championship 
in ‘85. A year later, he 
repeated Jack 
Brabham's ‘59-‘60 feat of 
retaining his title. “He 
sits at the Almighty's 
right” was L'Equip&a 
somewhat misplaced 
way of putting it. when' 
writing about the luck 
factor that contributed 
to the Frenchman’s 


two-year domination. 
But they were wrong. 
Frost’s titles were the 
result of cool, calculated 
risk-taking. Of knowing 
exactly when he could 
step onto the edge. 

If anything, the only 
way luck has entered the 
Frost gameplan is in the 
cars he has got to drive. 
He has always been 
behind the wheel of a 
very competitive 
machine, never having 
to suffer on terms of 
sheer horsepower. 
Something which 
prodded his detractors 
into pointing out that 
this man is not the 
celebrated racing genius 
he is made out tabe. But 
rather a product of 
extremely favourable 
circumstances. 

While there may be an 
element of truth in that, 
the counter*argument 
that not everyone who 
has driven for McLaren 
or Ferrari has won the 
world championship 
certainly holds good. It 








Pro«t plays lila goN with 
tha same paaalon he 
tiiaplays while driving 

is certain that Alain 
Prost is one of the best to 
have turned a Formula 
One steering wheel. And 
he’s even got former 
champions Jackie 
Stewart and Niki Lauda 
endorsing that 

viewpoint- Stewart 

acknowledges Frost’s 
driving prowess and 
attributes his success to 
the fact that “he makes 
the fewest mistakes”, 
while Lauda feels "Frost 
is a racing genius 
because he does not step 
on it with his foot, but 
with his head as well''. 
With recommendations 
from legends like these, 
luck be damned. 

However, not all 
Formula One champions 
share the same warmth 
about Alain Frost. And 
vice versa. In about the 
greatest rivalry this 
sport has ever seen, the 
Frenchman and his * 
Marlboro McLaren 
teammate till 1089 
Ayrton Senna dislike 
each other so intensely 
that they can’t even be 
bothered with minor 
courtesies like 
speaking! And it all 
stems from their 
radically different styles 
on the circuit. 

Prost is a racing 
gentleman. He pilots his 
car with the clinical 
precision of a surgeon. 
The aim being to win 
without engaging in 

ano kiiiph dogfights. Or 
damaging the expensive 
piece of machinery he 
sits in. "1 am not so mad 
as to engage in such 
neck-breaking 
gimmicks” he says, 
obviously referring to 
his rival’s antics. 

In comparison. Senna 
is a gladiator. For him, 
coming second means 
nothing. with 



an all-consuming 
passion for victory, 
throwing the car 
through hairpin bends 
almost as though 
haunted by a death 
wish. In a way, it’s 
almost as though it isn’t 
a racing car he drives; 
rather a Roman chariot 
in pursuit cf the fleeing 
foot soldiers. And he 
makes the blood run 
cold by saying “Formula 
One is no place to make 
friends”. 

The Prost-Senna feud 
really came to a boil 
when the latter reneged 
on an agreement that 
they wouldn’t try to 
overtake each other at 
the first bend. McLaren 
teammates then, the 
idea was to avoid 
pyrotechnics so early in 
the race. 

FIMms Isa very 
important part of 
Formula One racing 


But it was just the 
outbreak of something 
that had been 
simmering for very 
long. Incidents like 
Senna calling off 
McLaren post-testing 
team meetings without 
saying ansrthing after 
Prost had generously 
shared his information 
and made valuable 
suggestions to the pit 
crew. Or like Senna 
nearly pushing his 
teammate into a wall to 
prevent him from 
overtaking, causing the 
Frenchman to spit out 
“If that is the price to 
pay for being at the top, 
I’d rather do without”. 

It was a partnership 
that was doomed from 
the start. One a 
passionate human 
being, the emotion even 
spilling over into his 
golf. The Professor who 
liked taking risks but 
still maintained a sense 
of Humour. THe otner a 
detached winning 















machine. Whose only 
joy appajrently comes 
from standing on the 
highest step of the 
podium. 

"Sincerity, 
particularly from my 
teammates are the most 
important elements in 
inter-human 
relationships for me” 
was Prost’s refrain as he 
packed his bags and 
headed for Ferrari in 
’90. Senna, who stayed 
back with the McLaren 
Honda team, hadn't even 
known a thing like that 
existed! 

In the company of the 
much more easygoing 
Nigel Mansell, Prost 
seemed to have 
rekindled his motivation 
last year. Even though 
trailing the McLaiens 
on 


horsepower—Honda’s 
VIO outaooelerateB 
Ferrari's V12, although 


they match each other 
on top-end power—Prost 
has mastered the 
semi-automatic, 
push-button gear shift 
enough to haunt Senna's 
rearview mirror. And, 
on occassions, even 
show the Brazilian the 
way around the circuit. 

In fact, his 

second-place finish—to 
Senna, who else?—in the 
1990 season reiterates 
his point that you can be 
human.. .and still win 
Formula One races. 
Human enough to 
accept rebuke from your 
mother when you exceed 
the speed limit on the 
highway; Prost’s mother 
turning to her son and 
asking “do you think 
you are Fangio or 
what?” Human enough 
to put it in print that he 
"would stop in the 
middle of a race if I could 
be of help” when talking 


Prost’s shift of residence 
to Switnriand was a 
result of his 

disillusionnient with his 
countrymen 

about Niki Lauda 
callously driving past a 
dreadfully damaged 
Formula One car and 
later remarking "I am 
paid for driving and not 
for parking”. 

And, best of all, 
human enough to strike 
up a man-machine 
relationship that 
succeeds...he ran out of 
gas in the closing stages 
of the German GP of 
1986, hopped out of the 
car and pushed it over 
the line. All to save one 
measly point in the 
world championship 
tally. 

This is a man who 
passionately epjoys 
life.. .even though it’s in 
the fast lane.# 















W E WRITING 
FOLK used to 
laugh at photo¬ 
graphers. but not any 
more We used to think 
of them as work-horses 
in the days when they 
had a camera called a 
'Speed Graphic’, which 
was about the sir^e of a 
small safe, and a box of 
tricks to go with it that 
might have doubled up 
as a cricketer’s cofhn 
In those days all the 
average writing man 
earned on his expedi¬ 
tions was a small note¬ 
book and a ballpoint 
1 sometimes sigh for 
those simple days One 
went to the source of 
one’s story, wrote down 
the fact§ in scribble or 
Pitman’s shorthand or 
speedwriting or boasted 
that if someone said 
something interesting 
one would remember it; 
and then went in search 
of a phone. 

You eitKor jotted down 

a few words and ad lib¬ 
bed the rest, or, if you 
considered yourself to be 
a propjBr writer, set out 
the whole story in your 
best superscript You 
then dialled 100, asked 
the operator for a re¬ 
verse-charge call and 
spent half-an-hour dic¬ 
tating your 1000 words 
to a copy typist. Accord¬ 
ing to legend these pa¬ 
tient people were all 
deaf, dyslexic and daft, 
and given to asking the 
word artists Ts there 
much more of this?’ It 
was also thought that 
they required lots of en¬ 
couragement by the use 
of the words 'darling’ or 
'mate’ at the end of every 
sentence 

Then came 'new tech’, 
the electronic wonder 
that was supposed to 
make our lives easier 
We all acquired lap-top 
oomputers—Fm writing 
this piece on one now (in 



Adelaide airport, actual¬ 
ly)—and immature prin¬ 
ters and modems, and 
we all learned to con¬ 
verse blithely about 
bytes, log-ons and hard 
disks. 

To be honest, the new. 
stuff 18 a pain First of 
all, you can shout at it 
when it doesn’t work 
just as you used to cuss 
the copytaker, but the 
result 16 still the same 
Afterwards you feel 
guilty and that some¬ 
how the fact that the 
httle toy didn’t transmit 
your copy was your 
fault 

Worse still, it requires 

all these wires and 

transformers and phone 
connectors and it 
weighs a ton It means 
crawling under hotel 
beds to push wires into 
sockets, and making 
sure that you either 
have enough batteries or 
that you can find an 


electric outlet. In new 
Press-boxes there are al¬ 
ways too few; in old 
Press-boxes the only one 
is used to boil the kettle 

Of course when every¬ 
thing works perfectly 
the new tech is a joy 
Write the story, flick 
over to your transmis¬ 
sion package, hit a few 
more buttons—see how 
the new jargon trips off 
the keyboard—and your 
masterpiece flows across 
tne screen, out into the 
etner and by the time 
you’ve rung the sports 
editor he’s already had 
time not only to read it 
but to compose suitable 
congratulations too 

What a pleasure it is to 
use and how much less 
demanding that the old 
pencil stub and a scrap 
of paper And the spell¬ 
checker means that even 
those who can’t remem¬ 
ber when ‘e’ comes be¬ 



fore T can present copy 
so clean that it's a plea* 
sure to read. Where 
would one be without it? 

Oh, of course. 1 re¬ 
member. We’d be 
laughing at the artists 
of the graphic art, car- 
rying those huge 
800mm lenses and talk¬ 
ing all that nonsense ab- 

out F8 at a BiTtaanth and 

clean backgrounds. 
They’re a bit of a worry, 
photographers. They’re 
insensitive to any hu¬ 
man emotion once they 
get behind that lens, you 
know 

Look at the gentleman 
who burst in on Graham 
Gooch m his hospital 
bed Report him to the 
Press Council, have him 
stripped of his Canon 
Sureshot and sent back 
to the dark-room. Or, if 
you happen to work for 
his paper, congratulate 
him on his initiative 

‘That’s what newspap¬ 
ers are all abuut.' I heard 
one Aussie reporter say. 
‘Getting the story or the 
picture the others can’t 
get ’ 

Yes, but isn’t there a 
limit? Gooch wasn’t 
dymg, or seriously ill, 
or important m any way 
beyond cricket, was he? 
And isn’t he entitled to 
privacy? How would you 
like it etc etc? 

Or is sport just a 
branch of showbiz with 
an underlying obliga¬ 
tion to repay those who 
offer their bobs in gate- 
money with their news 
and views and faces in 
the paper? I find a high 
moral tone in sport a^ 
pc^ entertainment a bit 
diffloiilt to take. 

Perhaps the lap-top 
knowe the answer. Now 
if I press Fl and Alt or 
go into the epraaddieet 
,and bring up the arlih- 
metic mode... 
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And you thought we only delivered documents! 





































BATTLE FOR 






























WM?- 





r' /A V, y ;^- ■■,. 














3 ^ 


Hos{)italisation e^^nses, 
especially after retirement 
are dimcult to bear. 

Tbaf s why I will start 
providing for them, now! pn^/ 



Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



BHAVISIIYA 

ARQGYA 


Alter mircmciu, huspinlisauun expenses tan 
drain the familv of its hard earned savings. Thar is 
why you should start preparing now to face any 
eventuality. 

GICs new unique BHAVISHYA 
A G Y A can mdeed provt to be your 

suppoft in times of need. 

You pay premium in affordable- annual 
mstalmcms duriiw your working life. 

And lUIAVlSinA A R ^ i; Y A protides you 
with hospitalisadon/domiciliar}' hospitalisation 
expenses uptoRs. 50,000for ttie rest of your life, 
fnxn the ret&cmem ^ you have selecd^ 

The limit per illness, Mwever, is Rs. 20,000. 
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The retirement age seleacd by you could be 
any age between 55 years and 60 years. 

You can increase the benefit amount of 
Rs. ^,000 in multiples of Rs. 10,000 by paying 
additional proportionate premium. 

Premium varies with age at entry and 
retirement age scleaed bv you. 

(Please refer premium tame) 

Whaf s more, there is no need for a medical 
check-up. Even a statement of health is not 
required. 

In case you wish to withdraw from the 
xheme, or should the unforeseen happen to you, 
a substantial portion of the premium paid will be 
refunded to youA^ur assignee provided no claim 
has been made dl then. _ 

ANNUAL PRBMIUM (mRj.)pcr&i.S0,0(Wiuinuwifcd 
_ INDICATIVE TABLE _ 

A«cofEntry RetircmciitAge(RiiiiniiigAge) 

(Oiiinplcicid 

Vean) 56 56 57 SB S9 «Q 


OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM to cover emergency 
medical expenses in foreign exchange while 
travelling abroad. 

HOUSEHOLDER'S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss a^st fire, lighming, floods, riots, 
strikes, burgm', etc. 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNOY to cover 
against legal liability for lawyers, doctors, 
accountants and others. 

PERSONAL ACQDENT to cover disabiliocs 
or death due to accidents. 

For ntoro lnN>rmafion contact any offica of our 
pparatfng oompenias in your kxatity. 




GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INOIA 

induitrial Assurince BuiUng. Church^ 

Operating Companies 


OfK-tiDK lump sum [Nrcinium paynieu Ikihy abu ivdabk 

Annual premium uptoRs. 3,000isexempted 
from Income Tax under Section SOD. Group 
schemes with discount are also available for 
corporate clients. 

Some of the other houschold/pcrsonal 
insurance schemes for you: 

Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitalisation 
expenses for sdf and family. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY UMFrED 


THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 

TIC oiinrM. CQimiy 

Q 

UNITED INDIA MSURANOE OOMPAIW LIMim 
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^S^jrMar 13IARREN COUNCIL 
mic^ to his vietofy om Ben 
Jtotmson In what waethe dtogf^^ 
. splinter's fH^stoomeb^ race, 
'^orrioaliy, Coundl Is a dn^ 
HenfOreemmt offioer with the 
ftondapoHoe,. 


‘i don’t tMnk It’s teaiieiic, 
wfmilnfl a tour metoh or winning 
a Qrand 81am, that’s unrealistic 
for euro. Ha may survive a game 
of tonnia but as for winning prize 
money, he’s not Borg Htae Bm 
of 1978*** 

MATS BLANDER, on Boig’s 
chances. 


"The only oertalnUee ebmit 1991 
:1a that there are no oartainties.’’ 
PAM DRIVER'S prediction on 
women> tennis this year 





lie would have wiBion aeonnat 
in ealsh r a tl oo." 
NENRYBLOFELD of The 
frKi!apendOnf,bynomeansB. 
Gower backer, .wrote this after die 
veteran toft-hander scored a 
oerrti^ in the Sydney Test 
Serious questions ware raised at 
tfto paper’s editorial conference , 
about whether the old Etonhm 

crIcKst «orTiniwitator hwci ‘tKppMr. 

"i feel my age. I’m feeling it when 
I alt next loen li^yeerHBld whe't 
Just beaten me. But he daaervee 
the medal. I don^Thafe life.” 
ADRIAN MOORHOUSE after 
coming second to Norbert Rozea 
of Hungary in the 100m breaai 
stroke at the world champioriShipe; 

"I don’t know Bhetoeoved,! ^ 
won’teaythat BidtiocOuld 
make a lol more money IlghtlitB 
me then he would Ctootge 
POremiui, And HI light hbn ho’o 
dead. t*H kin him." 

TYSON wants to take on Evander 
Holyheid but the latter is mors keen 
on tignting Foreman first. 

"NawassllghilytiillelisrBaal ... 
SsnJohnaon” . 

DAVID GOWER about Aussto 
wickst keepw Ipn Hoatoy w^ wad 
apparently,Ihti^ but pantoksd 
sndran a fad two while his 
substitute Rinnef Dean Jones 
looked on stunned 

"I have Mien a final decision 
aftor Mka wilhmy parsnld at 
lioma. I win radfeby die anddf 
ddayaar. leant coddn u aiM a 
way.evoryl)edy,1l^«luh ^ 


M/IRADONA cant eoerti teliandto' 

1MpraaBurs<d%^i^jafg^=^^ 


"What do you diinkltia? A 
1....tOBpBlV* 

ALLAN BORDER to Robin Smith 
whan dia batsman took an 
wwehsdutod drink of water dudiB 
aWSCgame * 
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After a 

comparatively 
p>oor run in 1990, is 
Steffi Graf ready to 
make a resurgence this 
year? Or has the 
opposition, led by 
Monica Seles, caught up 
with her? Rohit Brijnath 
writes on the battle for 
No. 1 in women b tennis. 

S © Garri Kasparov, 

%#Carl Lewio, Goran 

Ivanisevic, Alex 
Higgins... these are a 
few of the people who 
believe that winning is 
what matters. Not what 
impression they leave 
behind both in the 
playing arena and their 
private lives. Question 
is, is that what sport is 
all about? 

fl' For a man who 
I’ 1*1 excels in his 
domestic league, John 
Barnes is one dismal 
failure when it comes to 
playing for his country. 
In an exclusive chat, 
Barnes discusses this 
problem as well as other 
sensitive issues like 


jl" I $ Australia take just 
two of the three 
alloted finals to 
demolish New Zealand 
in the World Series 
Cricket 

competition., and 
reestablish their claim 
as the best one-day team 
in th(‘ world 


















Rubbing the exhaustion 
away from his tired eyes 
is the Indian skipper 
Mohammad Azharuddin. 

Having seen off the 
country 8 international 
cricket commitments for 
the winter In style—the 
Asia Cup staying in 
India—he’s one man 
who's going to rest easy 








E weigrhs more thaji 5001b, 

6 {)ort8 a topknot and wears only a 
loincloth when he’s working. She 
is the daughter of good family, a 
professional model and one of 
Japan's most envied women. 
Together they are dynamite. 

They are very often together, 
which has produced an explosion 
of media interest in their 
romance. The Hawaiian sumo 
wrestler Salevaa Atisanoe (known 
by his fighting name Konishiki 
or, less reverently, as Sally) was 
already a sporting sensation when 
he visited Hokkaido, the 
northernmost of the four main 
Je^Mmese islands, for a wrestling 
fixture in the summer of 1987. 
There he met Sumika Shioda, now 
25. In February last year the 
couple became engaged. 

The engagement wovild have 
caused an uproar even if 
Konishiki had not announced that 
marriage'Would depend on his 
promotion to grand champion. 
Now the siunO'foUowing 
public—the majority of 
Japanese-^atoh Konishiki in the 
^ng, acutely conscious that the 


IGBOT 

-MFFTC 

i. IVl JjjJl; 1 

^GIRL 


He may weigh over SOOlh but aspiring sumo , 
champion Konisldki’s an old softie underneath. 
The Hawaiian hulk has wrestled his way into , 
the hearts of millions of Japanese—not least 
that of his finacde, model Suniilca Shioda 


outcome of each bout will affbot 
not on^ the aepirinff champion's 
ranking but also the future 
happiness of his Hokkaido 
sweetheart. This is the stuff that 
Sporti^ fairy tales are made 
of—Japanese ones at any rate. 

Emotional stability is not to be 
confused with social passivity. 
Sumo wrestlers are traditionally 
sociable, not at all surprising 
since one of the odder aspects of 
this peculiarly Japanese sport is 
that eating and drinking forms a 
central part of basic training. 
Konishiki, however, has added 
disco dancing to this regimen. He 
is a proficient trombonist, studies 
the piano and confesses a 
partiality to rap music. Turning 
up at fashionable night spots, the 
aspiring champion and his fiancbe 
present an entirely new face to 
Japan's oldest sport. Konishiki is 
the first disco-dancing aficionado 
of the staid and stolid sumo world. 

‘She’s godd for him because he’s 
said they’ll marry as soon w he is 
promoted to grand 
champion—that has made him try 

all tba harder,' said a eumo 

columnist on Japan’s main sports 
papw. ‘He’ll probably be promoted 
beginning of this yearhe said, 
adding that. They ^leak Japanese 
together and she has helped to 
intrc^uoe him to Japanese society 
faster. He was alone when he came 
to Japan but now he's not lonely 
anymore.’ 

If hedoee become grand 
c h a m pi o n by this year, Konishiki 
will have a very attractive partner, 
to share his triumph. 

Konibhiki descended on tfas 
socentrio world of sumo in 1982 , 
hut had to wait more tiian seven 
"years before winning putdio 
aocqptanoe. In the beginning he 
' jwa* ignored. Then, .when It 
i, beqsine apparent that im might 

■ onadaydomiimteJapan^imtkmri 
'aport, he was vilified as a monstar, 
and a foreign monster to boot. Ha 
won bouts simply because of bis 
,'WBi|^t.oritiossaid. Heahouldbe 

' hssuoeA fhan 

■ .‘ J a iatoe e a k p o rt ^ IteahouMhe 
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back to Hawaii, He received hate 
mail, and said later that he 
thoiSfirht he might be assassinated. 

Traditionally chauvinistic 
Japanese fans warmed to the 
Hawaiian giant last year when he 
biirst into tears while sitting at 
the edge the sumo ring in 
Kyushu, He had just won the 
autumn tournament. 

Now he is lionised. At 26. he is 
one of Japan's most popular 
athletes, increasingly wealthy as 
lucrative adver^Bing contracts 
supplement a continuous flow of 
prize money. All of this is an 
unlikely achievement for a man 
who confesses that when he first 
saw sumo he thought it was just a 
bunch of naked men fighting one 
another’. 

When he treated the public to a 
torrent of now celebrated tears, 
Konishiki had just won a 
spectacular 14 bouts to one, I 

ending a long lean period during ; 
which he had been plagued by ! 
injury. It was the pinnacle of a 
volatile career, and it brought him 
in roller-coaster fkshion to the 
bi'iuk of sumo 

superstardom—promotion to the 
rank of yokozuna, or grand 
champion. There are,only three 
grand champions currently 
fighting. There are around 800 
professional sumo wrestlers. 
Yokozuna enjoy a status just j 

short of divine. | 

Brought to Japan at the age of 
18, immediately after finishing 
high school. Konishiki was the 
protege of Jesse Takamiyama. the 
first foreigner to enter the senior 
ranks of sumo, and a popular 
figui'e from his debut in 1964 
until his retirement 20 years 
later. 

Unlike Jesse, who rose through 
the ranks slowly. Konishiki 
progressed like an overweight 
whirlwind. After little more than 
a year he emerged from the lowest 
division, where some wrestlers 
languish for their entire career. 

He was promoted to Juryo rank in 
1983. only the fourth foreigner to 
reach this grade. In September 
1984 he became a maJcunouchi. 
fighting In the top division of the 
sport. He then spent three years in 
the dddtums. before attaining the 
rank of ozeki, or champion, in 
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May 1987. 

When his initial success 
deserted him. Konishiki begran to 
develop extraordinary deftness. 

Muscular as well aa fat, he is 
remarkably fast, and possessed of 
a frame that is ideally suited to 
sumo, with a low centre of gravity 
which makes him difficult to 
knock off balance. 

The fact that he persevered 
through a long losing streak had 
a tremendous impact on the same 
fans who became ecstatic when he 
burst into teara. With every lost 
bout he earned respect. He became 
a star before he became a 
champion. 

He was helped in the process by 
a natural intelligence. He speaks 
Japanese fluently, quips with the 
press, often sardonically, and 
displays the sort of casual 
articulacy that is not commonly 
associated with prctfessional 
sportsmen. He put down one 
reporter’s question about his 
mui^cal preference by profeasii^ 
an ^thiisiasm for reggae, I’lpa 
rastaman', he added looking - 









lurcrtnid witha borad 
Ai^Eod on another oooaafom 
whAUwr he would like to nm ft>r 
praaictont one day. he said he 
would ratherrun ftir the CIA. 

Life in the divine anteroom, just 
below the tank of yokomzia. is far 
from unpleasBnt. First, of ooiuae, 
there is Ms Shioda, Konishiki will 
not discuss the romance. 
G^woulation is fuelled by the 
physical incongruity of ttte happy 
couple. It is unidwatandable to 
wonder what married life might 
be like with someone who weighs 
5001b. 

It is their size, of course, which 
sets sumo wrestlers «q)art. j 

Konishiki may be the heaviest j 
wrestler of all time, though he has 


No. tMa ton’t Konisfiikrt Meat 
dtoco etap. Sumo wraeding boula 


Japanaae aldawtsp Jig 




redtioed his weight firom a peak of 
0471b two years ago. Ironically, 
the name Konishiki means Little 
Brocade. 

Obesity is only one component 
in the sumo armoury. 
Chiyonofnji, the most suooesshil 
wrestler of recent times, is a 
paltry 8601b. KonMiiki swims 
and works out. His weight is in 
itself testimony to his athleticism: 
watching him rise from a sitting 
position cross-legged on the floor 
is a lesson in posture, as one set of 
muscles after another is called on 
to bring the huge hrame upright 
by degrees. 

Since prowess has only seconds 
to come to the fore, it must be 
honed to a pitch cf perfection. 




KiwitohIkihMMUM 
diNCodaiMrfnytohia 
r^fimen. Oi is a 
profloieiit trwnbonist, 
studies the piano and 
confesses a partiality 
ton^tmnsie. Tma 
rastaman,* he added 


Honing is no fun. Wrestlers edure 
a humiliating apprenticeship 
based on the dubious principle 
that pupils somehow absorb the 
ekillB of their masters simply by 
watching them, repetitively, day 
in day out. They are oftmi rebuked 
and often ignored. Sleeping in 
communal quarters, waking 
before dawn to begin a round of 
duties that involves preparing 
food and cleaning up, yotuag 
wrestlers spend more time 
looking after th^r seniors than j 
they do training to become j 

champions. If they are still 
fighting after the first year, tMy 
have already shown a minimum 
strength of character. 

1 had to dean the stairs, the 
toilete and stuff like that before I 
went to school,’ Konishiki recalls. 

T was out at four o’clock in the 

monuxig doing that every day. I 

didn’t know I had to take all the 
garbage out too. So when I came 
back to the stable one of the 
wreetlers was mad and hit me 
with a bottle on the head. So I 
oovildn't say I was mad I Just had 
to say ‘Thank you”.’ 

Early in the morning, with the 
aun streaming on to a lairge 
circular patch of black earth axkl 
wreetlers milling arotmd before 
practice begine/t eumo atade can 
exude a certain tranqpdl beauty. 
This ends when practice begins. It 
can’t be pleasant, one imaginee. to 
be tripped up and thrown to the 
ground, especially when the 
ground consists of gravelly mud 
and the person landing on the 
ground is overweight and 
practically naked. And the 
experience is repeatsd over and 
over again before an audience of 
im^mpatbetic peers. 

Shedding tears perhaps comes 
naturally to suoaessful sumo 
wrestlers such as Konishflti after 
the privations of their early 
oareers. 


TEXT AND PHOTOeiVtPHS: ASIAFEATIMBS 










TtHNB TRIVI 


H ow the late, eminent 
tennis historian, Ted 


IBtennis historian, Ted 
Tinling, evaluated Andre 
Agassi: “Mr. Agassi was 
walking a fine fine between 
being totally charaiing and 
totally offensive.” 


liOW Pierre 4e Ooubertin 
lldefiiiied the Olympics: Ai 


lldefiiiied the Olympics: As 
*«tbe solemn and periodic 




athlettcism With... female 
applause as reward.” 


F ormer U.S. I>resident 
who sent Jennifer 


I who sent Jennifer 
Capriati a fan letter: Ronald 
Reagan. 


AMOUI^ of money that 
ffiMartma Navratilova 


HMartina Navratilova 
say s it cost her a year to 
travel on the pro tour in 
1973, her first year: 
$ 10 , 000 . 


W HAT Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin, tiie foundc 


IV Coubertin, tiie founder 
of the Modem Olympics in 
1896, called women’s 
sports: “Against the 
laws of nature. 


Amount of money that 
flMartina Navratilova 


fVMartina Navratilova 
says it cost her to travel in 
1990: $1 million. 



The best tennis coach in 
I the world, accordinit to 



■ the world, according to . 
Tony Pickard, Stefan 
Edberg’s coach and former 
British Davis Cup player 
and oq^tain: Sweden’s 
Jon-Anders Sjogren. 
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■ ' ■ «io.f$sr- ' 
iMHhi dHapBasport 
saya Yugo^vio. Her' 
drawl oomee from 
Flori(tat. She oan^ decide 
between Madonna amd . 
Paula Abdul and we . 
can't deddevdiether her 
g^runt is WQ^ Uuui her- 
giggle. She looks a 
broom dtick witha new 
hairdo, but has the 
double fisted power of a 
shotgun at close range. 
Yet, fortunately, once 
she bounces onto court 
every confusion 
vanishes: Monica Seles’ 
tennis is genivis. No 
argument here. okay. 

But if you want an' 
argument there is one. If 
Monica Seles is the 
future, (if not the 
presents is Steffi Graf, 
the past? lYas Steffi's 
teimis genius, or is it? 

Tu put it iuto sharper 

focus, let us say, that 
Monica's upward 'graph' 
has made Stefh realise 
that it’s a'Seles'market. 


“Sometimes 
there is 
nothing but 
tiredness and 
emptiness. I 
was so 
exhausted 
after winning 
the Grand 
Slam that I 
had even lost 
the ability to 
rejoice. All I 
could say was, 
thank God it’s 
over”: Steffi 
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"ISteiR Aopi te 

be Itftppy. MiQi^be bar 
IbtibOT ddea not ^ neat'be 
happy.’ ' 

AmuchhiuntaMr 
indictment comae, firom 
Hans Eberepachn, 
professor cd sportB 
psychedogy at 
H^elberg University, 
vrho said, *Btef!(i is not a 
product of the Oerman 
Tennis Federation, but 

of her faUier. He had an 
ides which he realised 
through his daughter.” 

By end 1090, the 
daughter was in trouble; 
mighUy big trouble. Her 
game was being exposed 
as fragile but that was 
rectifiable. Champions 
find the edge not in fast 
feet or quick hands but 
in mental agility, and if 
that area malfunctions 
under stress, th^ 


was—thank OodiCs 
over. A week later, you 
ask yourself, how come 
you are reaoting that 
way? You ought to shout 
all over the place for joy 
and hai^^toeas. And you 
cannot do so. And you 
cannot understand it.” 

In the press room you 
could seethe 
incomprehension etched 
across her face, on the . 
court you could see the 
degeneration in her 
game. Thedeepair of a 
young laity, not sure 
what life is offering her. 

For a champion 
athlete, Steffi is 
surprisingly unenvied. 
Even Uonde Boris, not 
just a compatriot but a 
co-struggler with 
demons ^ fame and 
identity, says. “I would 
take her Grand Slam, 
but I would not like to 
change places with her.” 

Yet, for a champion 
athlete. Steffi, 
eurprisingly again is 
sympathised with, and 
hty ho. Ity none dae 
than her peers. Eva 

ie 

* 


Pfaff, a mid'h\indreds 
German player, 
explaining her lack of 
csontaot with Steffi eaye, 
Uiifortunatety, St^ 
often creates the 
impression of being 
\inder stress and can 
hardly stop and listen. 
Running away? I wish 
for her from the bottom 
of my heart that she 
finds time to find 
herself.” 

Grafs insistence on 
being aprivate person 
makes it increasingly 
difficult to identity 
reasons !br the shroud 
of confusion that cloaks 
her. But there appears a 
certain unanimity that 
Peter Graf, 
oar*salesman-turnea- 
ohampion>maker, is 
culpable to a great 
degr». Commented 
Martina Navratilova. 

IMth Martra virtually 
out oltha running, 
SlofflandSabaUnI 
rapraaantlhaold 
MiioiH in woiiwn s 

A^MasaEm Asa^Aas 

lPllnlvlOQ^^ 









disintegrrate. 

Neverthelees that was 
1090, and as a cold 
winter beckoned, 
promisee were made. To 
lock the year gone by in 
a diisty trunk, smile 
bravely and start afresh ' 
with new conviction. 

But the New Year is 
merely a change of 
calenders and Graf 
could only hope to wake 
upon January 1 with 
new resolve, tt was a 
fragile hope, ripped 
ap^ when Jana Novotna 
beat her in the quarter 
finals cf last week s 
Australian Open, 
making it Grafs worst 
Grand GOam defeat since . 
the 1080 French Open. 
More startling, is that 
now, Graf. is not the 
ludd^ of a single Grand 
SImn title. 

As if &e Gods have not’ 
been cruel enough to 
Graf, now they have sent 
down as their 
appointed anointed 
Sasaa^. 

In S4 months she has 
jumped 84 places on that 


Ssisowantrto 
bseomsanadrsss 
sHsr rsUring and svsn 
fancies harself as a 
modal 

( 

infernal computer to No. 
2. If she sprouted 6 
inches in height from Q 
feet 3 in to S foet 9 in, 
she has gone up miles in 
stature. You know that 
when Martina 
Navratilova herself, 
says,-'She bits the ball 
so hard from either side, 
that one thinks, God if 
she had a serve like 
Steffi’s we all might as 
well quit the game right 
now.” 

Beles’ advancement 
has been rapid and best 
chronicled by herself. In 

1980 ah« said, “I was ttm 
scared as Steffi as 
anything. Andl have 
not yet ^over being 
soared." Six numths 
later, afinr hor relentless 
attrition from the 
baselhie hognn paying 
dividends, she had 
rdianged her mind: 

* yearsgalnstthe 
top players I was 
nervous^ lam not afraid 










Uk* Qraf, SUM mo IS 
sssentially a product 
ofharf^r's 
coaching 


anymore ’. How could 
dis be, everyone Use 
was. Forget a 3-1 
iMad't&iiead iseo 
record against 
Navratilovs, guya, she 
was 2-1 upaipdiiataraf. 


sues is remarkably 
endearing. fk»> she plays 
her rolea ctf skittiab. 
effervescent aUu^girl 
in the press room and 
angel of dea^ on court 
with equal fhoili^. Her 


I rangeofstrokeplayis 
astoniUiing, h^ double 
fisted preference from 
both sides allowing for 
some audaciously 
angled drives, and her 
early poeitioning. 
wemderouB timing and 
hip swivel giving her 
maximum power. But 
the key again is up 
there, in har brain, ‘^ve 
been struck by many 
things about heif, 
explained speota 
peyohologist Jim Loehr. 
*tHit the (me that most 
amsaedmeieher 
incredible level of 
ooDoentrtioD and 
dedication. She has this 

achieve’'. Former odaUi 
Nkdc BolUtieirt ia no IsM 
exuberai^ *a»a haa 


Setea’ gams is intense 
but she possesses the 
atMndon that allowa 
her to take her 
winning cheque and 
head aoaight lor the 
ahomsingmatl 


aennething you don’t 
teach, It oomee from 
whatever Q(xl you 
lumpen to believe in.’' 

what they are saying, 
quite aimply, is that 
Seles is ready to rule.. 

Steffi Oraf has been - 
No. 1 tor 180 weeks, 
longer Sian anybody 
who ever lived Ibr a 
tennis racket. Chie heps 
Uie enjcqmd it, beCBuee 

ihatwaehfttiiMof 

hei^,NQ.2.,# 



qUESnONS: 

I With reference to 
marathon 

running, what is the 
‘negative spht’? 

2 What sport was 
introduced in the 
1964 Olympics at the 
specific request of the 
host country? 

3 He was 
nicknamed 
‘crocodile*. He became 
the first 

non-American to win 
the men's singles title 
at the US Open in 
1926 Who IS he? 

4 Jan Owe WaJdner 
became the second 
Swede to win the 
men’s singles crown 
at the world table 
tennis championship. 
Who was the first? 

5 What is ‘active 
chess’? 

6 Who said. “The 
only way to handle 
Borg is to send him to 

anoUier planet. We 

play tennis, while he 
plays something 
else"? 

7 Whose 

autobiogTaphy is 
titled as "Blaokthink: 
li4y life as a blackman 
and as a Whiteman”? 

8 What is known as 
the Devil’s picture 
book’? 



9 With which sport 
is the term ‘scooter 
start’ associated? 

-4 What is the 
J. vJdifference 
between the football 
World Cups of 1934 
and 1938 from the 
other 12 
championships? 

1 -4 Name the only 
Xbowler to get 
Bradman out hit 
wicket in a Test. 

4 o Whobecame 
X ^the first Soviet 
runner to win an 
Olympic gold? 

•4 Q Name the only 
X Ocountry that 
has taken part in all 
^e winter and 
summer Olympics. 

•4 A In the boxing 
J. rtworld, what 
was ‘‘Ingo’s Bingo”? 

■4 fr Itisaldckoff 
X Oin soccer. What 
Is It in ice-hockey? 

4 ^ Inrowmg, 

J. Owhat is a Tade 
factor’? 

4 ry Filmstar 
J. I RajeshKhanna 
once played in the 
National hookey 




Which state did he 
play for? 
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I T hardly came as a 
surprise when 
Australia polished 
off the World Series 
Cricket best-of-three 
finals in just two games. 
After all, they had been 
dominating the 
cricketing action Down 
Under so much, that the 


England in England two 
years later. A 4-0 
drubbing of the 
arch-rivals—^ahd the 
Ashes safely 
cornered—had Border 
and his men enjoying 
tickertape parades on 
their return to 
Australia. Border even 


slowing the opposition 
down with his cunning 
left-arm spin, or even 
pinning them down with 
his accurate field 
idacings, he has been 
the man to watch. And 
when he called in uiiflt 
with a groin strain just 
prior to t£e finals. 


AUSTRALIA 

Mnsn 



M 

INNS 

Oeim Jones 

10 

10 

Mem Taylof 

2 , 

2 

Ian Haaly 

10 

S 

Gaoff Marsh 

10 

10 


Greg Matthews 
Simon O'Donnell 
Steve Waugh 
ARan Border 
David Boon 
Mark Waugh 
Peter Taylof 
Terry Alderman 
Bruce fteid 
Carl Rackemann 
Merve Hughes 


Allan Border 
Mark Waugh 
Peter Taylor 
Simon 0 Donnell 
Bruce Reid 
Carl Rackemann 
Terry Alderman 
Greg Matthews 
Steve Waugh 
Menr Hughes 
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35.25 
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10.00 
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8 

1 
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5 

2 
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0 

0.00 

0 
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0.00 


J V* V 
• .. 1) 


OVERS 

MDNS 

RUNS 

WKTS 

AVGE 

; 

10 

1 

33 

3 

11.00‘ 

304 . 

49 

2 

191 

12 - 

15.91 

4/37 

50 

3 

196 

9 

21.77 

307 

85 

8 

355 

13 

27.30 

4/45 

47 

9 

163 

5 

32.60 

2/18 

51.5 

4 

196 

6 

33.00 

2/38 

70 

6 

238 

7 

34.00 

2/31 

38 

0 

174 

5 

34.80 

3/54 

76 

5 

356 

7 

50.85 

2/39 

8 

0 

40 

0 




(Also bowled—-Dean Jones: l-0-6-0) 





result was a foregfone 
conclusion. What was 
surprising, however, 
was the fact that they 
did it without their 
captain Allah Border! 

Australian cricket has 
very muchxevolved 
around this stocky 
frame for the last six 
years or so. After 
xneticulou^y guiding 
his team to victory in the 
Reliance Cup of *87, 
Border then led from the 
front to demolish 


being elected ‘Australian 
of the Year* that year. 
Even greater measure 
of his contribution to 
Aussie cricket came at 
an Elton John concert in 
Sydney when the 15,000 
strong crowd stood as 
one to applaud a man in 
their midst.... Allan 
Border. 

This year too, Border 
has been in the thick of 
all the action. Whether 
boosting his country’s 
run-rate with the bat, 


morale surely couldn’t 
have been too high in the 
Aussie camp. 

Geoff Marsh was 
handed the 

responsibility of leading 
their cballepLge, with 
Test speciahat—and so 
far unable to make the 
one-day side—Mark 
Taylor called in to 
strengthen the batting. 
And what a 
master-stroke that 
turned out to be. The 
normally slow-scoring, 













M 

INKS 

up 

■uliiSni 

Avoe 

ni£i 

ill 

8 

6 

2 

8 

5 

2 

4 

2 

0 

178 

122 

81 

44.50 

40.66 

40.50 

36 

41* 

64 

Marlin Crowe 

10 

10 

0 

405 

40.50 

81 

Andrew Jones 

8 

8 

1 

m 

29.42 

51 

Ken Rutherford 

10 

9 

0 

^42 

26M 

50 

John Wright 

10 

to 

0 

247 

24.70 

67 

Ian Smith 

4 

4 

1 

54 

21.33 

33 

Danny Morrison 

10 

3 

2 

13 

18.00 

9* 

Richard Petrie 

10 

7 

3 

65 

16.25 

21 

Mark Qreatbatch 

3 

3 

0 

46 

15.33 

20 

Chrift Harris 

7 

6 

1 

51 

10.20 

17* 

Chris Pringle 

10 

6 

3 

26 

8.86 

12* 

G. Larsen 

2 

1 

0 

6 

6.00 

6 

Grant Bradbum 

2 

2 

0 

6 

4.00 

6 

Willie Watson 

8 

2 

0 

1 

0.50 

1 


Bwrtnii 


Chris Pringle 95.1 

Danny Morrison 95 

Richard Petrie 92 

Chris Harris 42.5 

WilNe Watson ^ 76.5 

Grant Bradbum 19 

Andrew Jones . 13 

G. Uarsen IS 

Mar tin Crowe _9^1_ 

(Also t)owled»Rod Ladiam; 50-28*0). 
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tlDNS 

RU»» 

WKTS 

AVQE 
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95.1 

9 

369 

16 . 

20.50 

4/35 

95 

7 

437 

14 

31.21 

2/27 

92 

7 

357 

10 

35.70 

2/25 

42.5 

0 

210 

5 

42.00 

2/42 

76.5 

4 

310 

7 

44.28 

2/26 

19 

1’ 

100 

2 

50.00 

1/44 

13 

0 

56 

1 

55.00 

1/28 

18 

3 

68 

0 



9.1 

0 

54 

0 





stolid 

Taylor—determined to 
prove that he could step 
up a gear or two when 
the occasion 

demanded—notching up 
knocks of 41 and 71 to 
get his team off in the 
right mood. 

In an equally 


belligerent mood was 
the talented Dean Jones. 
Unlucky to miss a 
half-century in the first 
final by just one run, he 
made up with a hard-bit 
76 in the second. Also 
demonstrating that he 
didn’t find the captaincy 
shackling was Oeoff 


Marsh with a fluent 70 
in the first game. 

From the Kiwi point of 
view, their skipper 
Martin Crowe’s failure 
in the second final 
sounded the death knell. 
Even though Robert 
Reid chipped in with an 
useful 64 while Andrew 
Jones continued his 
good work—he got 43 in 
the first final—with a 
well-deserved 51, the 
Kiwi innings never 
really got going. With 
Crowe, who had four 50 b 
from his last seven WSC 
innings, misreading one 
from Bruce Reid and 

exiting for a mere six 
runs, they were always 
struggling. That they 
got to 208 was 
commendable, especially 
when considered in the 
light of Bruce Reid’s 
first three overa being 
maidens! 

If there has been 
another factor that has 
contributed to the 












me SlMvert 
ghMp O^reitiW 
Qrahawn Qoooh 
ADan Umb 
Martin Ghoimen 
John Morrts 
Wayne Urkms 
MNw Atherton 
David Gower 
Robin Smith 
Angus Fraser 

OlMstono Gmail 

Jack Russell 
E(Me Hemmmgs 
Phil Tutnell 
Devon Malootm 
Chns Lewis 





OVERS 

MONS 

RUNS 

WKTS 

AVOE 

BB 

Chns Lewis 

44 

3 

167 

7 

23 BS 

4/35 

Gladstone Small 

443 

6 

162 

6 

27 00 

2/25 

Martin Bicknell 

485 

1 

227 

8 

26 37 

2/33 

Devon Malcolm 

17 

0 

95 

3 

31 68 

2/39 

Angus Fraser 

PhU Tutnell 

75 

14 

259 

8 

32 37 

3/28 

63 

5 

256 

6 

42 66 

3/40 

Philip DeFreitas 

351 

0 

173 

4 

4325 

3/57 

Eddie Hemmmgs 

38 

1 

199 

4 

48 75 

2/34 


(Also bowled—Graham Gooch Wayne Larkins 03*0-1>0) 


Onmpiad by Harlpraud Chattopartbyay 






Australian donunation 
this season, it has come 
m the form of the tall, 
lanky Reid In the 
company of Terry 
Alderman and Simon 
O'Donnell, tins left-arm 
pace bowler has been as 
close to unplayable as 
possible 

Carrymg on from 
where he had left off m 
the Ashes senes, Reid 
just kept ang(hng the 
ball across the batsmen 
mtelhgently and even 
though he went 
vncketless (0/44) in the 
first final picked up two 
valuable wicKets m tne 
second 

As for the third team 
m the fttiy this 
season—England—they 
very nearly made it onto 
oentrestage courtesy 
an unlike hero with the 
bat, Angus Fraser 
ChMing an Aussie total 
of 222 for 6 m their last 
league game—^whioh 
would decide whether 


England or New Zealand 
took on the hosts m the 
finals—^Fraser took 
inspiration from Alec 
Stewart’s 55 to take his 
team ugouismgly close 
When the overs finally 
ran out, Fraser was 38 
not out and England 
just four runs short 
In a way, it perhaps 
was fortunate for the 
English that they bowed ’ 
out when they did 
Otherwise, it would have 
been them instead of the 
Kiwis who suffered the 
humiliation of a 2-0 
drubbmg m the final 8c 

cuiiiplet^ was Ui ' Aussie 

donunation 

A Cerre i penrteiit, Sydney 


Brief ScMi: 

First final. New Zealand 199/7 
off 50 overs Australia 202/4 of 
491 overs Australia won by 
six wickets 

Second final. New Zealand 
208/6 off 50 overs Australia 
209/3 off 45 3 overs Australia 
won by seven wickets 







THE BEST OF 
TENNIS WRITING 


VIRGINIA’S 

20th 

WIMBLEDON 


BY RONAIO ATKIN, JULY 1011 


H eads turn as Virginia Wade, 
immaculate in a light skirt and 
check jacket and toting an 
umbrella against New York’s 
uncertain skies, saunters into 
Rumpelmeyer's (purveyors of 
the world’s greatest cup of hot chocolate) 
on Central Park South Ain’t that the gal 
who won Wimbledon once? Didn’t she 
play Team Tennis for New York Apples 
way back? Surely she’s the one we see on 
TV advertising furs, credit cards and 
pens? 

The very same, folks.. .Britain's own, 
Britain's very own Virginia Wade, 
darling Ginny of the Centre Court, or as 
Wimbledon officially and formally refers 
to her in programme and on scoreboard 
Miss S. V. Wade (the S. stands for Sarah 
but it’s a name she never uses). 

This month Virginia celebrates two 
landmarks: her 20th consecutive 
Wimbledon and her 36th birthday. The 
latter should in the politest circles be 
dismissed with a quiet murmur but the 
former merits much praise and 

oommont. 

In these days of jet^paced, year-round 
tennis the wear on bodies and the 
pressure on minds is enormous—and 
growing. The casualty rate, among both 
men and w'omen on the professional 
circuits is impressive-^or depressing if 
you happen to become one of the 
woundtHi. 

But through Jt all has sailed Miss S.V, 
W'ade, shoulders still firm and smile still 
wide despite the burden of having carried 
the hopes of Britain for more years than 












is decent. How on earth has she stayed f 
around at the top for all that time? 

One of the reasons is that she has 
rarely been injured, because she simply 
refuses any longer to believe in injury."^! 
used to have a bad back/ she explains 
amid the late morning clatter and swirl 
of Rumpelmeyer’s. Then I suddenly 
realized that it was always at 2-b\\ in the 
third set that my back would pack up and 

that it had to piir^?ly ti^nainn. and that 1 

was probably just imagining it. 1 have 
never believed in being injured since 
then, though you can't help twisting the 
odd ankle, having that sort of accident 
occasionally/ 

Another reason is that she has nurtured 
the determination to support those sort 
of beliefs since taking up the game as a 
child in South Africa, where her family 
had moved—from Bournemouth—at the 
end of the last war when her clergyman 



Slie makes no 

sacral of her 

intarastlnaTV 

caraar.Shahas 

donaqitlaaMtof 

mtsaliaadirln 

Amarlea, 

inclwlhiawark 

durtim mails 

Open last year, 

wkarashawas 

always aimer 

hurryinoemo 

cowtlaramatch 

arlntama 

cammantarybox 

toalrboropliiloiis 


father was appointed Archdeacon of 
Durban. 

Virginia has also marked up a 
remarkable list of achievements for 
consistency, while remaining 
maddeningly (or as some would have It, 
endearingly) inconsistent in her 
performances. She has been ranked No. 1 
in Britain for ton years now. a member of 
our Wightman Cup team for 15 years and 
its captain for the past eicrht. She has 
beaten all the world’s best women on her 
day. She has also lost to quite a few of the 
worst ones. 

Since the pinnacle year of J 977 when 
she lifted the Wimbledon crown right on 
cue in the tournament’s centenary year 
and watched by the Queen, who was 
celebrating her Jubilee, Virginia has 
trodden the stony path down from the 
summit. In 1977 she was the world’s No. 

2 behind Chris Evert. Last year she 
wasn’t ranked in the top 10, for the first 
time in 13 years. 

Last year, also, she became one of the 
handful of women in the tennis world to 
exceed the million dollar earnings mark. 
She had made her point—made her pile, 
too—^and there wasn’t much more to 
prove. Apartment in New York, flat in 

liondcrn. impressive family home in 

Kent.,. .she was perhaps Britain’s 
wealthiest, and certainly best-known, 
female athlete. 

Increasingly, Virginia has been 
looking towards the world of television 
as-an alternative career when her 
playing days are over, and she came close 
to that moment a year ago, 

T had only geared myself mentally to 
carry on playing until the end of last 
year’s Wimbledon,’ she said, sampling 
that exquisite hot chocolate. ‘Last year 
was going to be my final one on the 
circuit. Then I found out that 1981 would 
be my 20th Wimbledon. There was no 
way I was going to miss that. And the 
20th Wimbledon has dominated my 
thinking ever since. ’ 

Her plfin to leave the women’s cii'cuit 

centred around an offer from ITV to 
commentate on the Moscow Olympics, 
the sort of opportunity she had been 
angling for. "Then the Olympics became 
such a shambles because of the boycott. 
Moscow was out. I felt disappointed and I 
didn’t even feel like playing tennis. 1 was 
very close to packing up at that point 
because the whole point of my tennis is 
that I have always loved playing the 
game.’ 







during: the winter and spring but neither 
was the effort as consistmt as it might 
have been particularly on the Avon tour. 
Places like Detroit. Cincinnati and 
Kansas City possess less than irresistible 
appeal in the depths of an American 
winter. 

Virginia’s high point was in 
reaching the final 

of the Avon tournament 
of San Franeiseo only 
to lose to her pigtailed 
gremlin, 

Andrea Jaeger. 

But she has 








stayed fit and keen, as feline, arrogant. ■ ^ of tennis with the same grace 

predatory, sleek and eyecatching as . ' ^' . v :/ ‘ she has brought to her playing career, 

ever. jli'J!: ’' ' certainly Intends to lecul Britain into 

She acknowledges that the 20th mNI mitt WNN| the Wightman Cup match against the 

Wimbledon will be her last big effort to IMlMtf IIO* 1 fti United States in Chicago two weeks after 

lift the title again, but the word MMliwM. I Wimbledon, and will possibly compete in 

retirement is allowed no dwelling places wmm MMf Centenary US Open as a 

in the Wade vocabulary. , distinguished former champion (she won 

“There are several reasons why I don't - the title in its first full, open year, 1968). 

like the word,’ she said. ‘One of them, WqPllD|H|R CttlW She makes no secret of her interest in a 

though I’m r\nt partinulary proud of it. is ISyMrtanrtflt TV career—‘and not just sport 

that the companies for which 1 have tttMMlI fW ftS commentating either,' she points out. 

endorsements are not too happy about ^^11 Mift done quite a bit of this already in 

the word ‘retire’. Another reason is that America, including work during the US 

I've always hated this bit about people IM Open last year, where she was always 

saying they're retiring. I am allergic to wOlm S MHh either hurrying onto court for a match or 

that particxilar terminology. They all MMIMNIM Il0f commentary box to air her 

retire and then come back. Billie Jean SIW fW l f i^lSO opinions. 

three times, Margaret Court, Chris Evert I* m Though it seems a pity that Britain’s 

Lloyd. Why don't they just say they SfiBw best-ever woman player will be lost to 

aren't going to play for a while?” ® Wu|®l ffloB this country as a coach, Virginia Wade 

It’s far more likely that Virginia will - . J has no plans to return to Britain for at 

make New York her home for the time 




being, especially since it constitutes a 
more-than-tolerable haven from the 
savagery of the gentlemen from Inland 
Revenue. 

Severely critical of the fact that there is 
no natural successor among British 

g^rls—*lt’a abaurd, thore ia no on© wlio 

looks remotely as if she can play the 
game the way it is played in this modern 
day'—she does not feel her future lies in 
helping to pull* British tennis out of its 
abysmal condition. 

‘1 could never undertake 
straightforward tennis teaching,' she 
said. *1 would be interested in having a 
coaching school, but more along the 
American lines with children of a small 
group of talented youngsters, giving 
them specialized coaching, but 1 just 
couldn't go out and do that sort of thing 
six hours a day every day.’ 

For the time being, however, TV 
ambitions and coaching opinions can 
wait. Once more than name Miss S. V. 
Wade is going to be slotted into the 
Centre Court scoreboard, and the 
nation's viewers can settle back to 
agonize the day away with their 
favourite. 

It's more unlikely that Virginia Wade 
will win, as she did in 1977. But, given a 
clear mind, a following wind and a 
friendly draw, she may topple an 
opponent or two. Alternatively, she may 
make a swift exit, to the aooompaniment 
of headlines like ‘Oinny Shock*. But then, 
that's the way she has always been, 20th 
Wimbledon or not.l9 



I ENCOUNTER 
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VICAR’S SON HAPPY 


What’8 common to John Snow and Harold Larwood? Yea, 


their hostile bowliiig...»«ad than went on to make their iKinieg In 



J OHN SNOW strolls 
anonymously 
through the streets 
of Sydney, 

I attracting nothing so 
much as a sideways 
glance of recognition. 
Twenty years ago, 
things were different. 
Then, Snow was the man 
who made Australian 
blbod boil in a wa-y no 
English fast bowler had 
done since Harold 
Larwood. 

The analogy 
continues. Nowadays, 
Larwood pursues the life 
of a reeluee In the 
Sydney suburb he 
incongruously chose as 
his home post-bodyline. 
Snow is no hermit but 
his profile is kept 
consciously low, in 
Sydney as in Sussex. 

It stayed that way, 
when the third Test 
'began on the ground 
where his exploits 
dominated during the 
1970-71 tour, the last 
time England won back 
the Ashes in Australia. 

In one Sydney Test, he 
took a match-winning 
seven for 40; in the 
other, he hit an 
Australian talleiider uii 
the head, provoking an 
umpiring confrontation, 
serious crowd reaction 
and an England 
walk-off. He also ended 
up in hospital. The game 
was never dull when this 
son of a Worcestershire 
vicar was around. 

Looking at him now, 
lean, fit and apparently 
ready to bowl hds usual 
20 overs with that 


marvellously fluid 
action, it hardly seems 
possible that he will be 
50 this year. It also 
hardly seemed fair to 
remind him, as he 
reminisoed over the 
Tests for which he will 
always be remembered. 

“1 suppose 1 was seen 
as a bit of a villain here,” 
he says with the 
twinkling smile of one 
fully aware he was 
occasionally seen as a 
villain in the committee 


rooms of Lord’s, too. 
’’But I learned that in 
Australia, they may hate 
you, but they will still 
respect you if you do the 
business on the field. To 
be barracked here is a 
mark of respect.” 

Snow tells a story of 
his homeward flight, 
when invalided out of 
the tour before the New 
Zealand leg. *’The plane 
stopped in Darwin and I 
decided to have a final 
Australian beer. A 


fellow at the bar looked 
at me sharply and said: 
‘You’re John Snow. I’ve 
been swearing at you all 
summer * Then he 
insisted on buying me 
drinks and slapping my 
back. It summed up the 
attitude here. 

‘‘This had always 
seeemed to me the 
ultimate place to play 
cricket. To tour 
Australia with England 
had been my great 
ambition since 






















AS ‘VILLAIN 





cnuonooa. Fernaps, in 
1970, the Tests created 
more intensity than they 
do now. The occasion 
was higgler because 
there was no one-day 
cricket to deflect 
attention. But that does 
not mean 1 necessarily 
feel things were better 
then. 

‘T used to get fed up 
with county cricket 
because I wanted to plaj^ 
in hront of a crowd, not 
two men and a dog. For 



that reason, 1 would 

have relished the 
one-dayers played now. 
After all, they only take 
the game back to its 
roots, and in the course 
of time I think they may 
help Test cricket rather 
than destroy it.’* 

Snow is a quiet, 
reflective man these 
days. He has given up 
the poetry writing 
which diverted him 
through his playing 
career, but he remains 


rafieetiveinan 
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far removed from the 
rebellious imaere in 
which he was painted. 

His travel business 
occupies him fully, but 
he retains rare skills in 
the communication of 
coaching, which 
England could, and 
should, have utilised in 
recent years. 

He watched this tour 
lurch from drama to 
chaos with more sorrow 


than anger and, as he 
reflected on his own 
series, two d^ades ago, 
he pointed out that roles 
were fully reversed. 

"We were the more 
experienced side, we 
took an early lead and 
then hung onto it 
without serious injury 
problems. They hit us in 
the last Test. Geoff 
Boycott had his arm in a 
sling and I joined him 
before the end of the 
game.” 

By then. Snow had 
been subjected to a 
torrent of bottles and 
cans, and the 
anriwrestling of a 
drunk, after Terry 
Jenner had ducked into 
a short ball. Ray 
Illingworth, in Snow’s 
view is the best England 
captain since Hutton, 
controversially led his 
team off the field. 


Two days later, with 
Australia pursuing a 
very accessible target to 
win the game and keep 
the Ashes, Snow took 
the first wicket euid 
then, in trying to take a 
boundary catch, 
dislocated his right little 
finger so badly that, 
despite immediate 
surgery, it remains 
disfigured now. 

He was showing me 
the damage when a 
waiter came across. “I 
thinh,” the waiter aoid, 

“England should be 
looking to call up some 
of its golden oldies don’t 
you?” Snow simply 
smiled. In the city where 
he was reviled as a 
pommie headhunter and 
respected as atruly 
great fast bowler, at 
least someone still knew 
him. 

couRTEer- nc time8, wnoon 
































lAAF WORLD RECORDS AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1990 


MiM 

lOQm 

9.92 

Cart LEWIS 

USA 

Seoul 

244)938 

20QBI 

19.72 

Pietro MENNEA 

!TA 

Menlooaty 

12439.79 

doom 

43.29 

Hbriy REYNOLDS 

USA 

Zurich 

17.0838 

800m 

1:41.73 

Sebaatlan COB 

OBR 

Florence 

103631 

raoOm 

2:1^18 

Sebastian COE 

OBR 

Oak) 

114)731 

tSOOm 

3:29.46 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Beilin 

234)835 

MBe 

3:46.32 

Steve CRAM 

OBR 

Olio 

273735 

2000m 

4:50.81 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Paris 

163737 

3000m 

7dSU5 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Cologiie 

mourn 

SOOOm 

125839 

Said AOUITA 

MAR 

Rome 

zuaixt 

lO^XlOm 

27:08.23 

Anuto BARRIOS 

MEX 

Berlin 


20.000m 

57:18.4 

Dionisio CASTRO 

FOR 

La Flbche 


1 hour 

20,944 

JosHERMENS 

HOL 

Papendal 

8^.76 

25.000m 

1:13:5541 

Toshihiko SEKO 

JPN 

CTuistchundi 

2tiD3} 
223531' 

30.a00m 

139:188 

Toahihiko SEKO 

JPN 

Christchurch 

110m Hurdles 

1L92 

Rogei KINGDOM 

USA 

Zurich 

16.0149' 

400m Hurdles 

47.02 

Edwin MOSES 

USA 

KoMeiw 

31.08.83 

SOOOm SC 

84)5.35 

Peter KOECH 

KEN 

Stockholm 

03.0739 

Relays 

4x lOOm 

37.79 

FRA (Morinieie, Sangouma, 
Trouabal, Marie-Rose) 

FRA 

Split 

01,09.90 

4 X 200m 

1:19.38 

Santa Monica Trade Club 
(Everett, Bunrll, 

Heard, Lewis) 

USA 

Koblenz 

2338.89 

4 X 400m 

2'56.16 

USA (Matthews, 

Preemsn, James, Evans) 

USA (Eveiett, Lewis, 
Robinzine, Rqpnolds) 

USA 

USA 

Mexico Ctty 

Seoul 

201068 

0110.88 » 

4 

4 X 800m 

7:03.89 

OBR (Elliott, Cook, 

Cram, Coe) 

GBR 

London 

30.08.82 

4 X ISOOffl 

Walks 

14:38.8 

FRO (Wessmghage, Hudak, 
Lederer, Fteschen) 

FRO 

Cologne 

17.08.77 

20.000m 

1:18:40.0 

Ernesto CANTO 

MEX 

Bergen 

05.05.84 

30,000m 

2:04-55.7 

Guillaume LEBLANC 

CAN 

Sept-Iles 

16.06.90 

saooom 

3:41.384 

Raul GONZALEZ 

MEX 

Bergen 

25.05.79 

2 hours 

28,165 

Jose MARIN 

ESP 

Barcelona 

084)4.79 

Field Events 

High Jump 

144 

Javier SOTOMAYOR 

CUB 

San Juan 

29.07.89 • - 

Eole Vault 

6.06 

Sergey BUBKA 

URS 

Nice 

10.07.88 

Long Jump 

8.90 

Bob BEAMON 

USA 

Mexico City 

18.10.68 

Triple Jump 

17.97 

Willie BANKS 

USA 

Indianapolis 

16.06.85 

Shot Put 

23.12 

Randy BARNES 

USA 

Los Angeles 

20.05.90 

Discus 

74.08 

Jurgen SCHULT 

GDR 

Neubrandenburg 

06.06.86 

Hammer 

86.74 

Yuny SEDYKH 

URS 

Stuttgart 

3008.86 

Javelin 90.98 

ComUned Events 

Steve BACKLEY 

OBR 

London 

200790 

Decathlon 

# 1985 tadiles 

# 8847 Daley THOMPSON GBR Los Angeles 

(10.44, 8.01, 15,72, 2.03, 46.97, 14.33, 46.56. 54)0, 65.24, 435.00) 

8/908.84 


Best FvifoniREttiict 

Manthon 2^;S0 BetayMli D1NSAMO ETH Roiierdun 17.0488 

The loDowiiig Mifonaanee ii no tonier recogniMd 8y lAAP as a WOrU Record:- 

lOOm 9JBS Ben ;rOHN$ON CAN Rome 30.08.87 




lAAF WORLD RECORDS AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1990 



i_ i • __ 

Jackie Joyner Kereee 


II • 


WOMEN 

l()0m 

10.49 

Horence GRIFFITH JOYNER 

USA 

Jitdianapolis 

16.07<88 w 

200in 

21.34 

Florence GRIFFITH JOYNER 

USA 

Seoul 

29.0$j88 ; " 

4(IOin 

47.60 

Marita KOCH 

GDR 

Canberm 

06.1:Oi^' 

iS()()tn 

1:5.3.28 

Jarmila KRATOCHVILOVA 

TCH 

Munich 

26.67;^ . V 

1000m 

2:30.6 

Tatyana PROVIDOKHINA 

URS 

Podolsk 

20,08.78 . ^ 

1500in 

3:52.47 

Tatyana KATIANKINA 

URS 

Zurich 

13.08.80 

Mile 

4:15.61 

Paula IVAN 

ROM 

Nice 

10.B7.89 

200001 

5:28.69 

Maricica PUICA 

ROM 

London 

11.07.86, 

SOOOm 

8:22.62 

Tatyana KAZANKINA 

URS 

Leningrad 

26.08.84 

5000m 

14:37.33 

Ingrid KRlSTIANSElrf' 

NOR 

Stockholm 

05.08.86 

10,00Qm 

30:13.74 

Ingrid KRISTIANSEN 

NOR 

Oslo 

05.07.86 

1 Hour 

18,084 

Silvana CRUCIATA 

ITA 

Rome 

04.05.81 

25,()00m 

1:29:29.2 

Karolina SZABO 

HUN 

Budapest 

22.04.88 n 

30,000m 

1:49:05.6 

Karolina SZABO 

HUN 

Budapest 

22.04.88 

100m Hurdles 

12.21 

Yordanka DONKOVA 

BUL 

Stara Zagora 

20.08.88 

400m Hurdles 

52.94 

Marina STEPANOVA 

URS 

Ta.shkent 

17.09.86 

Relays 

4 X 100m 

41.37 

GDR (Gladisch, Rieger 

GDR 

Canberra 

06.10.85 

4 X 200m 

1:28.15 

Aucrswald, Gohr) 

GDR (Cohr, Muller 

GDR 

Jena 

09.08.80 1 

4 X 400m 

3:15.17 

Woekei, Koch) 

URS (Ledovskaya, 

URS 

Seoul 

01.10.88 

4 X 800m 

7:50.17 

Nazarova, Pinigina, Bryzgina) 
URS (OHzarenko 

URS 

Moscow 

05.08.84 ' 



Gurina, Borisova^ Podyalovskaya) 



Walks 

5.000m Walk 

20:17.19 

Kerry SAXBY 

AUS 

Sydney 

14.01.90 


*20:07.52 

Beate ANDERS 

GDR 

Rostock 

23.06.90 

10,000m Walk 

41:56.23 

Nadezhda RYASHKINA 

URS 

Seattle 

24.07.90 

Field Events 

High Jump 

2.09 

Stefka KOSTADINOVA 

BUL 

Rome 

30.08.87 

Long Jump 

7.52 

Galina CHISTYAKOVA 

URS 

Leningrad 

11.06.88 

Shot Put 

22.63 

Natalya LISOVSKAYA . 

URS 

Moscow 

07.06.87 

Discus 

76.80 

Gabriele REINSCH 

GDR 

Neubrandenburg 

09.(77.88 

Javelin 

80.00 

Petra FELKE 

GDR 

Potsdam 

09109.88 

Combined Events 
Heptathlon 7291 

Jackie JOYNER-KERSEE 

USA 

Seoul 23/24.09.88 

(12.69, 1.86. 15.80. 22.56. 7.27. 45.66. 2:08.51) 

Best performance 


2L04iS 

Marathon 

2:21:06 

Ingrid KRISTIANSEN 

NOR 

Lopdon 


* Awaiting ratification 



lAAf^yArM Comp«tttion» 

barfy Myiioks (USA) 


Arthur ArKlerson (USA) 
Slr»g Fost«r (USA) 
Joseph Taiwo (NGR) 
Luis Delis (CUB) 


RSndy Barnes (USA) 


Hamilton Spectator Games 
EAA Indoor meiiAIng, Seville 

Sunkist Invitation, UA 
Sunkist Invitation, LA 
Indoor Invitation, Portland 
EAA Meeting, Umea 
EAA Meting, Formia 

EAA Meeting, Malmd 


• Harry "ButCh" Reynolds (USA) lAAF Meeting. Monaco 


21.1.90 3.‘months . 

27.2.90, untB 27;5^ 

19.1.90 3fTionth9 

19.1.90 3 months 

20.1.90 3 months. 

20.06.90 2 years . 

7.7.90 

7.8.90 Suspended pending 

a TAG hearing 

12.6.90 Suspended pending 

a TAC hearing 


iHiiiiSSiii 



hy 'n 



Borut Bilac (YUG) 

Felicia Tilea (ROM) 

Viacheslav Lukho (URS) 

Outce Garda (CUB) 

Tested by Member Federations 

Robert Perez (USA) 

Bogdan Plochocki (POL) 

Greg Moses (USA) 


Larry Myrioks (USA) 
William Payne (USA) 

Izabela Zatorska (POL) 
Sirje Elschelmann (URS) 
Patricia Girard (FRA) 
Adriana Andrescu (ROM) 
Slawomir MKisWr (POL) 
H+tentechel (QDR) 

lana 

Elisa’ Costa (POP) 


Larisa hllk^ (URS) 
tamam'Bykova (URS) 

L Chere^o (UR$) 
.Atoksey Ptrtukhov (URS) 
Se^g^ hrahov (URS) 


European Championships, Split August 90 2 years 
European Championships, Split August 90 2 years 

European Championships, Split August 90 2 years 
EAA Meeting. Jerez 3.9.90 3 months 


Ultramarathon, Minnesota 28.10.89 

Polish Junior Champs, Spala 27.1.90 

USA Indoor Championships 23.2.90 


USA Indoor Championships ' 23.2.90 

USA Indoor Championships 23.2.90 

Polish X-C Champs, Olsztyn 11.3.90 
Los Angeles Marathon ^ 4.3.90 

Out-of-Competition 17.3.90 

Westland Marathon, Netherlands 7.4.90 
Stramllano Half-Marathon, Italy 7.4.90 
German Democratic Republic 27.5.90 
USSR Junior Championships 5.7.90 

Portugal 9.6.90 

West-Athletio-Cup, Austria . 24.6.90 
Portugal National Club Champs 7.7.90 

GoocMH Games, Seattle 23.7.90 

Goodwin Games, Seatte ;; 23.7.90 
USSR Summer Spartakiad. ' 30.7.90 

USSR SummiefSpartakiad 30.7.90' 
USSR National Championsh^ 24.8.60 


3 months 
2 years 

2 years 
until 5.5.92 

until 13.4.91 

3 months 
until 4.7.90 

3 months 
2 years 
2 years 

2 years. 

3 months 
2 years 

2 years 

2 years 


2 years 

3 months 
2 years 

2 years 
2 years 


Bulcli ftoyiNMdp: * 
iBpcmi hnwr In thtBOQm 
' wMleBistfwNiavt . 








KERALA POLICE 


C HANDRASEKH- 
ARANNAIR 
STADIUM. 
Thiruvananthap- 
uram. 1982. Venue of 
the All India Police 
Games. Kerala Police 
thrashed and bruised in 

front of a lar jfo crowd 

An embarrassed Kerala 
Home Minister, with a 
blank expression on his 
face, helplessly suffers 
the jeers of the 
spectators each time the 
results are announced 
on the public address 
system. The Kerala 
Policemen look like a 
bunch ofno 

gooders.. .This is just an 
image from the 
agonised, anguished 
past of Kerala Police. 

But those moments of 
agony and humiliation 
later turned out to be a 
blessing in disguise. 
For. the Home Minister 
who had patiently 
tolerated the hostile 
public reaction, vowed 
then and there that 
Kerala Police would 
never again be the 
laughing stock of the 
crowds. Not anymore. A 
blueprint was 
immediately formulated 
and work began in right 
earnest. 

As an ambitious plan 
was launched the 
Director General of 
Police M.K. Joseph and 
sports officer T.K. 
Gopinath began to work 
tirelessly, sacriflciner 
their social 
commitments just to 
restore the fast decling 
image of the policemen 
in the arena of football. 


The duo did a fantastic 
job and won the respects 
of the higherups in the 
govermnent too. 

But just when things 
began to move smoothly, 
misfortune struck, 
ending abruptly all the 
good work that has been 

uii. GK^pm&th 

oommitted suicide with 
his service revolver. 

F ootball in Kerala 
had been 

languishing for a 
long time until the 
much-needed break 
finally came in 1974, ' 
when Kerala won the 
Santosh Trophy 
heralding in a new 
era.. .a revolution now 


THEENF 


began to take place, 

especially in the latter 

part of the seventies. 

Many new names, and 
teams came into 
prominence. Like 
Premier Tyres and 
Titanium, In fact, the 
team which we saw in 
the 1978 Calcutta 
Nationals was probably 
the most exciting and 
talented in recent times. 
Players like Xavier Pius, 
Najeeb, Premnath 


Philips held centreatage 
tuiU the scouts of the 
host city’s big three were 
on the prowl to hire 
them. 

In the 1978 Sait 
Nagjeesoocer 
tournament in Calicut, 
Premnath Philips and 
N^jeeb, playing for 
Premier Tyres, 
ruthlessly tormented 
the illustrious Bagan 
defence in the semi 
finals. 



S0BHASH8ABCAR, writing from ThlrwaimTithaimryati 
t|is suixiew Btexy of &e(rala FoUoe who 
ihosr ifUtoowor have oniorgitf M the aowogt Auroo ibi: 
hidlukipMiiMlwodhigthroiifl^ . 


Fadandlon Cup, 1990: 
The victorious Ksrala 
Pollcs with the trophlos. 
The lounwy towards 
glory b^insL.. 










Pius later opted for 
Mohun Began, while 
Dinalcaran, N^eeh and 
Philips joined 
Mohammedan Sporting. 

This exodus set off the 
decline of Kerala soccer 
once again and the 
disheartened tyre 
company finally decided 
to give up. 

The Premier Tyres 
team quietly passed into 
oblivion. 

Ii was around 1979 


years. 

Back home in 
Cannanore having 
gained a good 
reputation, Sreedharan 
took over as the coach of 
Kerala Police as they 
needed one for a 
five-year term 
beginning in 1984. 
(During this period 
Sreedharan had 
Pappachan, Sathyen, 
Chacko, Saraf Ali and 
Vijayan.) In a way. 


this year was rather 
dramatic. 

He was 

present as a member of 
the organising 
committee at the 
recently-concluded 
FeddraticnCup 
and came to the 
rescue of the Kerala 
Police team by giving 
voluntary advice at a 
vitally important time 
when the newly 
appointed coach 
T.K.Chathunny 
‘deserted’ his players for 
‘personal reasons*. The 
truth is that Chathunny 
had little rapport with 
his players and had 
virtually no control over 
his team. 


And when Kerala 
Police retained the 
status of the champion 
dub of India the DOP, 
lU^agoppalan 
Narayanan, asked 
Sreedharan to take 
charge of the team. He 
agreed. 

Within six years 
Kerala Pdioe took part 
in four Fedm:«.tion Cups 
and won twice; they won 
the All India Police 
soccer tournament also 
the same number of 
times. 

The achievements 
had a tremendous 
impact on football in the 
state. And today, Kerala 
Police can boast of 


Chondrasekhorofi 
Noir stadium. 
Thiruvononthop- 
uram. 1902. 
Venue of the All 
Indio Police 
Gomes. Kerolo 
Police thrashed 
ond bruised in 
front of o lorge 
crowd. The 
Kerolo Policemen 
look like o bunch 
ofno 


gooders...Thit it 
juftonimoge 
from the 



that A.M. Sreedharan 


entered the scene like a 
msssiah. He had been 
the goalkeeper of the 
jihen formidable Kerala 
team for 13 yearn and 
' subsequent^ coached 
the Services side for five 



Sreedharan’s five-year ^ having five to six 

deputation, plus another ^ rag niar a in the indinTi 

year’s assignment Pappachan surges into side. Which indeed is a 

which terminated in ine attack against measure of the progress 

June 90, yielded great Hungary: they have achieved 

results. SuMing light wading bravely through 

Sreedlmran’s all the hardShipe that 

comeback into the fold came their way. 9 




















NEHRU GOLD CUP FOOTBALL 


India Flatter, But 

Althoug-h India managed a victory over Zambia, they fell 


I NfiJA vvfrmn tl)t' vrrg(‘ol’accomplishing a very rare feat in the 
N(‘)ifu (lidd Cup timruaincnt a secxnid .straight victory A feat so 
unusual that merely t he possibility of such an occurrence was excuse? 
t^nough lo hr-mg out our inanuci.I of cliches 
I ) Indian sixcei' was slowly rtj-awakcning 
We wer(‘ about to wrilo a fr(*sli chapter in Indian soccer history. 

3 1 The jndiiic was going to re‘Si>oiid with renewed e*nthusiasm by coming 
in large members to see India perform 
Hang Forget it China's Huang Chong with a decisive strike punctured 
the Indian balloon again Okay, we lost All right, we were inconsistent 
Tinu* to gv> back to the drawing l>oard you would think*’ No way, in our 
typieai manner, it was merely time to find a scapegoat. And who better 
tlian (uir Hungarian coach, Jost‘ph OeJei 

Yt‘t. instead of asking why the national federation had corishstontly 
interfered with Gelei s plans, asking him to work with a fragmented 
team, they qutjstioned why lie was being paid so much Outrageous 
Howt‘ver, coimng bax k to tlit' tournament at Trivandrum's 
CJuindrasekharan Nair stadmnu the 108(5 meet was lield at tlie same 
veruudClelei w'as never optiiiiistic to begin with about India doing 
sometlung outstanding Bikash Panji and company may have tried thoir 
best, but delta was given negligible time to rnoiilcl his team into any 
fighting shape 

Nevertheless, this time there was a slight deviation in India's story. It 
was initially l athcr unlxilievable that India put up such stiff resistance 
against a Homanian Olympic H team for about 75 minutes without any 
decisivt^ result And when we eventually lost, it w^s not without 
r os jiec lability 

Equally amazing was that, the Romanian triumph didn’t appear to deter 
th{‘ Indian spirit at all In fad, the players were in no mood to surrender 
without a fight against the Hungarians A mood that beciime apparent 
when India took the lead through F’appachan and held on to it for as long 
ms f^7 minutes Hut we lacked that extra bit . .the inability to keep our 
c’omposure, and in the pmeess made some irretrievable errors. Assistant 

c(jac:h Mohd Habib s protege Aloke Das tripped Josef Duro inside the box 
and Tiboi* Balog neutralised A moment later India would concede another 
goal, 

Gelei, though, was satisfied with India’s performance and quite 
(JCMifident tlial they had the ability to score over the .teenaged Zambian 
national tpani. which has plenty of skill and stamina but lacks experience. 
So to contain th« vieitorB, OcIqi onforoed one pa.rtiQul£Lr strategy: an all-out 
attack and it paid off when Hikas Panji became the last Indian to score a 
goal in the Nehru Cup, his last international meet. 

Against China, Gelei turned prophetic when be correctly surmised that 
Shai’af AU. despite his excellent overlapping, has the tendency of not 
mai’king his opponent and if ever India conceded a goal to China it would 
come from that particular side. He was absolutely right.. .just one lapse by 
Sharaf Ali and Aloke Das was enough to place India behind China. 

One of the problems in the Indian camp was dissatisfaction over player 
selection Habib was only interested in promoting his TATA Academy 
footballers. Aloke Das and Cardoz. There were others unquestionably 
better than Cardoz, who shouldn’t have been played against China, as he 
looked a mere passenger Aloke Das. at least did a substantial job in the 


Instead of asking why 
the national 
federation had 
consisteiftiy 
Interteredwlth 
fieiofs plans, they 
QuesPonedamyhe 
was being paid so 
muoh 








Not For Long 


short of expectations once again 


A Pappachen and 
* BikashPanji exult 
aner scoring a goal. Of 
course the occasions 
were a rarity 









The spectators hold 
afloat banners 
condemning the use 
of force in settling a 
political issue 


‘I cannot believe Why 
India can't progress. 
Everyone loves the 
game. There Is plenty 
of talent”—Joseph 
Gelei 


back four, but will be remembered for the one en*or he made which China’s 
Huang Chong took advantage of. 

While the coaches did not mention their reluctance to use the older 
players, it appeared evident through their actions In fact, one wondered 
why the senior players were inducted into the Indian squad in the first 
place? Defeiidei* Tarun Dey didn't find a place in the team and asked 

permission to leave.. .Debashish Mukherjee met with the same fate (he 

Stayed back) because Gelei thought Chacko was doing a better job under 
the bar 

The outcome of the India-USSR match had to relevance—how can we 
expect any improvement irom overaged players who lack stamina and 
indulge ir the habitual mispasses. “I cannot believe why India can't 
progress. Everyone loves the game. There is plenty of talent. There should 
be a 8eriov:S effort made to scout talent from the Subroto Mukherjee Cup, 
but no one is bothered. It’s really disheartening. And clubs must have 
junior teams to blend the young players with the experienced ones,” 
confessed Gelei. “And there should be one coaching system which will help 
improve Indian standard. A different style of play will never help." 

That, was Gelei’s final verdict. But, who cares? • 
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V HE glamour of 
■ Indian cricket 
had converged 
in the East ^ne 
this yeaj- to vie for 
! supremacy in the 
Duleep Trophy 
.tournament. The 
* tournament was 
rescheduled in view of 
the temporary 

postponement of 

Pakistan’s proposed 
tour to India. Despite 
the introduction of 
5-day matches—at all 
levels— the trend of 
high scoring matches 
has not altered in 
view of the 

H aration of docile 
ets at almost all 
centres. Last year’s 
pattern of high 
scoring matches has 
continued to be the 
feature this year too. 
In the quarter-final 

g layed at Nehru 
tadium, Guwahati, 
the strong West Zone 
balling line up. by tlie 
end of the second day, 
had put up a 
mammoth total of 604 
which included big 
contributions from 
Saiyay Manjrekar 


Ravi Shastri did not 
enforce a foilow-on 
because his players 
needed batting 
practice 






ahd Sachin 


two younga 




i,W*:l 






(122), Sachin 
Tendulkar (159) and 
DUip Vengsarkar 
(72). Young Saurav 
Ganguly’s medium 
pace (4 for 113) was 
most encouraging. In 
East Zone’s reply. 
Saurav stood firm 
amid the ruins (at one 
stage 6 for 178) and 
fin^y managed to 
get an unbeaten 

century on debut 
(124) in this 
tournament. Ravi 
Shastri did not 


enforce the follow-on 
despite the massive 
first innings lead of 
287 runs and wanted 
to give batting 
practice to his team. 
Otherwise absurd, the 
pretence of 
portraying 
competitiveness was 
evident from 
individuals who were 
keen to achieve 
personal landmarks. 
In West Zone’s second 
innings, left-handed 
Vinod Kambli (87) 


HIGH SCO 
















DULEEP 

TROPHY 

1990-91 




failed to geta 
hundred on debut in 
this tourney and 

g unner Abinash 
Umax became the 
first-ever player from 


East Zone to bag ten 
wickets m this 
tournament 
In the semi-final at 
Moin-ul-Haq 
Stadium, Patna, 
Antral iSone batsmen 
had no clues to the 
intelh^nt bowling of 
North^ Atul Wasson 


and Mamnder Singh 
(match figures of 7 
for 137) Antral, 
aher folding up for 
277 did mana^ to 
reduce North to 5 for 
175 at one stage but 
Ajay Jadeja (61) and 
Kirti Azad (141) and 
later Manoj 



Although Srlkkanth is 
not heard of now. his 
brilliant knock of 58 
proved that he was 
atm keeping in touch 
with the game 


Prabhakar (66) and 
Kapil Dev (69) 
consohdat^ North’s 
score to 452 
Prashant Vaidya (6 
for 128) continued to 
perform well in 
Duleep Trophy In 
Central’s small second 
innings total of 206, 
Praveen Amre (103), 
batted brilliantly, 
notching up his 
fourth Duleep Trophy 
hundred in as many 
matches North beat 
Central by ten wickets 
in four days 
In the other 
semi-final at Ispat 
Stadium, Rourkela 
with a total of 747 
runs, West Zone’s 
di earn bat ting line up 
of Laic hand Rajput 
(152) Vengsarkar 
(94) Tendulkar (131), 
Kambli (96) and Raju 
Kulkarni (69) 
overcame South’s 
total of 515 whioh 
included brilhant 
kncx ks of 
Knshnamachari 
Srlkkanth (58) 
Woorken Raman 
(150) Mohd 
Azharuddm (65). 

Syed Kirmani (110) 

In what turned out to 
be a wicket 
tailor-made for 
batsmen, on the last 
day South Zone made 
337 runs for five 
wickets in which 
Flobin Singh (123 
n o ) and Azharuddm 
(87) were the main 
contiibutors West 

it lii the 

tinaib toi the :b5th 
time in the 30 year 
history of the 
championship 

A COTFWBpOIMlMlt 


DOCILE WICKETS 








AUSTRALIAN OPEN J91 

______— ■ ■ -. .> .--l.-y. ^ 



n 

IF f f ICiHAP 
irn^hl IiHvr 
(cille n to Jciiia 
Novotndand 
Gibrif USab.itini mil'llt 
hdv( su( < unibed to 
AraJitxi Sane bf/ but 
the nif n s se mi tin il 
liiH up wa** tilt sort til It 
tfMuns pi omotPi s d i f am 

fttkout St*Uaii l^dlx 
V< I SU ■> IV.Ul li< iidl Bons 
Be ( kf 1 vr jsus Pati f k 
Mcfinoe Wait a 
nnmit( what wasthit 
last ritUiK ap’ain^ John 
MePnroe^No you n ad 
n^hl it ]Sl\itiK k 
Mciiuoe tlK. 
yoiiiiKtii hut inlinili ly 
b( ttf 1 bt have d brut In r 
ot tho li nipt stuous 
youii^ man wht) bin st 
upon U)i inu I national 
scent in 1977 

Me I nnK the Younp't i 
lanke d a kiwlv 1 M in 
thf woild h kI n< \ r I 
If u lu ri 1 h( Sf nil liu il ol 
a Grand SI nn i \ t nt 
liefou In tut not f vt 11 
his illusti lousf ld( t 
biothf i had ^on< 
btyondtht st rnisatlhe 
Aust ra ban ()p£ n so t he 
two have madt histoi\ 
at*the tiist pairol 
biothojsevti tortach 
lilt* i>enultimate lound 
of the Australian Open 
TJku e IS none of the 



touch none of the 
< xpJosivf hi illianct of 
his i kit I brotlie i but 
tJu It s a fit rrt will to 
Will i id in t cjiiillv 
fit It t will t( t st iljlish 
hisf \\n Kit ntit\ on thc^ 
tt nrijs c iicuit Pdiitk 
Mf 1 illo< V fid a loiiR 
w i\ tow did piovin^^ 
both ht-jf dt I lindf IS 

Peuk lijsqu 11 tci filled 
ap mist iiiunsfeded 
It ilian r I isti mo 
( iiatti I inkf d IJ 
plxt.t'i lixiii uii t lu 

AFPcompnlfi tkvattd 
thi Arrit i u in to tht 
st d LIS ol unit figure in 
Mt Iboutlit 

()n Ihf wi\ to lakiuK 
tht second stiaiftht sot 
ol tlu m iti h McLnioc 
iiqiuf d his hack He 


McEnroe the 
younger’s sense of 
humour is at least 
as good as his 
courage, if not 
better At the 
press conference, 
he shrugged off 
his injury to 
intone, “Lendl, 
Edberg, Becker, 
McEnroe, eh! 
Powerful stuff” 
But he was 
grinning broadly 








Becker, the world 
No. 2 could not 
help noticing that 
a woman sitting in 
the stands 
persisted in lifting 
her top, so as to 
give the tennis 
player an 
uninterrupted 
look at her two 
twin assets 


th€?n took thr ee minutes 
of injury time have a 
wi ap-around brace 
applied, find returned to 
the i ray even as 
tola vision commentators 
discussed the possibility 
that he would have to 
concede the match 
M'^'Enroe, proud as ever, 
would have none of it 
Because of the muscle 
injury, his sei‘V(* lost its 
sting, lus ability to run 
clown Wide balls all but 
deserted him But tlu' 
will to win 111 named 
him 

As the match drtjggud 
on into the fiftii set. it 
seemed that nothing 
could sa ve the 
Am f; rican, yot the 
crowded stands 
exhorted him on lustily. 
McEnroe did not fail 
tlieiu He opened up a 
5-2 lead but, sei“ving for 
the match, was broken. 
With Caratti serving to 
stay in the set, McEnroe 

'held ti iple rucitch pf7iut. 

Caratti clawed back to 
deuce. McEnroe took a 
fourth match point. 
Caratti made it deuce 
again. Caratti 
double-faulted to give 
the American his fifth, 
then erred in judgment 
to give McEnroe a berth 
in the semis alongside 
the three top-ranked 


players in the world. 








rOMMy MtNoiEv 

McKnrot' tlio 
{ srjisf>of 

lium<nH‘ i« at lf;ast as 
f>x>od as }iis cou r-ag't' if 
not fjt'tti'r At !iK‘pr(’ss 
0()nff*rt‘rirf/. Ijf - shrn;j[^Kl 
offUio injiu'.v to inloiu-’. 

Kdbt^ip;. . 

Mt-'Kni'ot*. (*h I'owcrf u! 
stuff ■ But \ic was 
brt>a<i)v 

hi* pfiinfoH riiit that hitJ 

had nuvrj Inst a fivt? set 
rnatofi I>ea(Jpan, hr- 
delivert-d a ojieduier 
wit)< tfu- panache of 
j WoodyAllcn “Ood, 1 
; h(jpc /uy rnatcrfi witfi 
i Hfxkcr tcocs to five sets” 
j fk'ckcr who dispusod 
! ol'(juy For^i*ei in 
I St ra 1 f 1 1 .sf*t s I n the 
' q uartoi- i i na I , faced 
more Uuin his fair share 
of (-oiirt side distraction 
nnd way throufETh the 
opt'ninjT* week The 
woi'ld number two and 
rcif^nin^ Wimbledon 
< lianipion could not help 


Now Guy Forget 
declares he has a 
more positive 
mental attitude. 
“Before when I 
won, I would have 
been so happy and 
all day I would be 
laughing. When I 
lost it would be 
black and dark for 
a couple of days” 

notu*111^4 that s woman 

in I 111' vt.tlicllr^ 

pcrsisti-d in lilting Inn- 
top. so jis tf> ^-ivc t he 
tennis player an 
unintcMMipted at 
lier twin assets While 
such rill an. performod 
justonee. iin^ht ha\e 
been exc.-used as noriiiiil 
in Melbcnirnesummer. 
the fm^t that it was 
rej)eated at roffulai' 
intervals made it. 







OETTING 
PHYSICAL 
DOWN UNDER 

B rad gilbert and David Whd(kton. Gilbert 
had won all their four previousi«ncounters. 
but only by the slimmeet of margins. At 
'Wimbledon last year. Glltoei't. 30^ bad needed 
all his guile to get past the 21 -ye^-jcdd 
Wheaton with a 15-13 fifth set. hi the 

Grand Slam Cup final this year, the two had to 
be separated by olTicials on court before they 
came to blows. With both men drawi> to meet in 
the first round of the Australian Open, thei’e 
could only have been vintage fireworks. 

As it turned out, Gilbert prevailed, once 
again by only a narrow margin, but the 
dubious distinction of brawling weilt Instead 
to American Scott Davis and Austrian Alex 
Antonisch, Davis, whose chief claim to fame is 
the fact that he led Ivan I^endl by a bi'eak of 
serve in the fifth set at Wimbledon in 1985, is 
as combustible as the best of them, and 
tempers flared on court during his first round 
match against Antonisch. Animosity between 
the two players continued into the locker room 
and it was left to the ATP director of tour 
services, Weller Evans, to break up what 
promised to be a fullblooded row. 

*‘lt was not like Gilbert and Wheaton." said 
Antonisch later. “This was more a verbal 
discussion." Antonisch had been annoyed by 
the way Davis turned his head while shaking 
hands after tlieir match and retorted "The 
Americans need guys like you in Iraq." Davis, 
no slouch when it comes to insults, i^torted, 
“Australia is not even man enough to send 
anyone there." 

So there we have it, two battle grounds. One 
in Iraq, and one on the tennis courts of the 
world. Neither trend is healthy, nor is the fact 
that three of the four men giving tennis an 
ugly image at the moment are. American. 


obvious that she was . 
trying her best to catch 
his attention. 

She certainly 
succeeded, but Becker 
did not allow it to 
distract him from the 
on-court task. Later, 
after he had won his 
second round match 
against Marian Vajda 
6-4, 6-1,6-3.Becker 
grinned when asked by 



the assembled media 
what he thought of the 
strange courtside 
behaviour. * 8110.11181 had 
one beei’ too many and 
was having a good time. 
It was nice, but I hope 
next time she's 25." he 
quipped. 

But Becker was 
perhaps the player who 
could afford to breathe 
the easiest. The 
withdrawal of fourth 
seed Pete Sampras with 
a shoulder injury meant 
that Becker's task was 
relatively easier than 
that of Ivan Ijcndl 
Lendl, champion here 
for the past two years, 
was in the tup half of the 
draw, with top seed 
Stefan Kdbeig. and the 
dangerous duo of 
seventh seed Brad 
Gilbert and fifth seed 
Goran Ivanesevic. 
Bfecker. by contrast, had 
little to worry about, at 
least on paper With the 

wimdr&w fl,l uf 3anipr«.o, 

the US Open champion, 
lie had only to worry 
about Frenchman Guy 
Forget, seeded tenth. 
Emilio Sanchex-. s£^*ded 
ninth and Jonas 
Svensson. seeded 
eighth. 

It should have been a 
cut-aiid dried thret*-way 
fight for the title Lendl 
versus Ed berg in the top 
half, with the winner 
coming through to meet 
Becjker in the final But 
the form guide was 
complicated by events in 
the previous week. 
Edbt^rg had IcKiked 
vulnerable against 
Sampras in the Kio 
International at 
Adelaide just three days 
before the Australian 
Open The Swede, 
surviving four match 
points, had succumbed 
to Ivanisevic. Yet 
Ivanisevic succumbed to 
fellow Yugoslav Cjkiran 
Prpic. 


And what of Forget, 
who had won the NSW 
Open the week before 
this tournament? If 
anyone Wcis going to 
worry Becker at 
Flinders Park, it would 
have to be Foi-get Gone 
is the erratic attitude of 
old Now. he declares, he 
has a more positive 
menhnl attitude “Before, 
when I won. I would 
have been so happy and 
all day 1 would be 
laughing When I lost it 
would be black and dark 
for a couple of days ' 
Now, he focuses moi*e 
clearly on the task of 
winning, lie says, with 
the goal of success in 
view But F'orget had 
played liis best tfuinis in ' 
winning the New South 
Wales Open At Flinders 
Park against Becker he 
suocoodcjd in pusliing 
the German to a second 
set lie-break, but never 
threatened him 

Kor cUl t hi cf uf tlic 

top-seeded players. 
Edbt»rg. Becker and 
IjOndl, tins tournament 
looms as a milestone 
I^endl needs to win not 
just to complete his 
hat-trick of victories at 
Flmders Park, but to 
launch himself at what 
he believes is yet another 
chance to win 
Witnmbledon. th(*one 
tournament that has 
always thwarted him. 

For Pidbf?rg, also a 
forrher champion here, 
there is the chance to 
establish himself as the 
champion of the 
Nineties. And for 
Becker, who has never 
taken home the 
Australian Open trophy, 
there is the first tangible 
chance to set himself on 
the I'oad to his ultimate 
acjhievement, the status 
of world number one. 

DAVID MCMAHON. 




WDIRA GANDHI \ /W JT A ^Kl 

±H£\.± 

... is not gold. The fifth edition of the toiirnament proved _ 

that though international in name, it is-l^ reality a B-Grade 

_ international tournament used by tSt^s for trial and _ 

experimentation^ lud 


RAJ&SH KUMAR 



I N the inaugural 1987 Recent winners USSR had just what is becoming a devalued 

Indira Gandhi international four of their World Cup players in international tournament. Still 

hockey tournament, their 14 member squad at Delhi. India, with the exception of 

ultimate winners Holland In 1987, USSR sent 13 World Cup Pai gst Singh, had acomplete 

came with eight World Cup stars for the tournament played at side, but finished third. Not a 

players For the 1990 the National stadium in Delhi. happy ai:^ry in the Olympic 

tournament at Delh t, Holland sent Such then has been the fall of qualification year. 

their Under-21 team. Pakistan, India’s only international hockey The toiirnament started as an 

winners in 1988 and 1989 sent tournament. For the second opportunity to give our national 

their full teams. Shabaz. Wasim successive year, no top hockey team, exposure to foreign teams. 

Feroze. Qamar Ibrahim and all. Inlaying team has participated in This impact is only partially 
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GUTTERS.... 


achieved. Instead foreign teams 
use this tournament to build sides 
for the future. Kenya’s manager 
Nashan Randiek said, *'we used 

tHis tcurnAmexit to try out winger 

Jaswinder Sa^foo, ^alkeeper 


cnistodian if we qualify for the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics. Winger 
9^^ i Barabashin and striker 
SMgei Shatkovsky also excelled. 

Uta.a.rn nnt. only ha.ppy we won. 

but we discovered a trio of 
promising players." 

Korea came without three of 
their star players. You Seung Jin, 
Park Jin Heun and Song Gye Sok 
^Qj^presented Asia in the 
iwgnt Inter Continental Cup. Still 


Ihe Meh vtoiU cHamplms 
seniaa mkrZl sgaat. 
EwenWal wimm USSR RaU taur 
dans araeUea Air Uw anat aad 
h«l anir law waild mwws 
la Uwlf sUa. TRa Kmaaas came 
saw Ihraa etnalrstwiilams. 
frail tha Kanifm axaarimaatad 
wllhluttlw ^ams. Mia. 
axcaat farPargal Slash, had a 
eamplM sida, M sail 
HWshad Ihlrd 


with many new faces, Korea were 
runners, up and were top scorers 
with 22 goals and skipper. Sin 
Heum Park was the toiirnament's 
top scorer with eight goals, 
Belgium also had two young 
players. 

The ultimate experiment was by 
Holland. They used the Indira 
Gandhi tournament to groom a 
team for the 1992 Euro};ean 
junior championships and 1993 
junior World Cup. Five of their 
promising players are in the 
18*19 age group and others were 
in the 19-20 age group. Teenaged 


Rahim Osman and midfielder 
Thomas Onyango, all maldng 
their international debutsr Soviet 
coach, Mikhail Osintchev elated at 
one of his country’s major 
international triumphs in hockey 
said, “our policy of 
experimentation paid off. 
Goalkeeper Rizwan Moruzov 
showed excellent agility and 
reflexes luid could be our No. 1 * 


left winger Doris Beer, whose 
father was an Olympian, was one 
of the best forwards on view. 
Coach Ger Eikelboora, a lawyer by 
profession rtvI Msistant national 
coach said, “we came here for 
exposure and prepare a team for 
the future. We knew we would 
lose some matches.” 

India should emulate Holland’s 
long term training schemes and 
use lesser important international 
tournaments to develop teams for 
the future. Pargat Singh’s 
decision to avoid the tournament 
was correct. He stated that he 
wanted to rest and give younger 
players a chance for international 
exposure. 

Sadly for India, the gains were 
few. Only skipper Jagbir Singh 
and right winger Ram Prakash 
Singh were consistent. Most of 
India’s penalty corners and goals 
were initiated by eitlier R.P. Sing^ii 
or skipper Jagbir. Assistant coach 
Inam-ur-Rehman said, “we will 
use Jagbir as an inside forward, 
as he holds the ball well and has 
the stickwork to create openings.” 
So Jagbir has to perform the role 
of Merwyn and Shahid of yore. 

Centre half Vivek Singh proved 
the doubting Jonahs wrong. He 
excelled in India’s two best 
matches, the 4-1 win over Kenya 
and the 3-3 draw with South 
Korea. He showed he is still 
India's best centre half, a fitting 
rebuke to his critics who felt he 
lacked the mobility to support his 
forwards. Newcomer in midfield 
Sanjay Bisht has the talent but not 
the temperament. The other 
debutant,Ram Saran has the speed 
but also lacked temperament. 
Harendra Singh got his chances 
as right back but his tackling is 
uncertain. Jagdev, Arif, Shakeel. 
Darryl, Sanjeev Kumar and 
Dhanraj PiUay showed ample 
potential and talent,but still 
require lots of international 
exposure. 

The hockey on view was not of a 
very high calibre, but for the 





India's Sanfeev Kumar weaves 

past a Koraan defender 


I spectators there? was ample 
i compensationas there were 
plenty of goals. In 21 matches 78 
goals wc?ro scored 

Korea wer'e the fastest team on 
view Hut the team with the best 
defen(;e and quickjjst breakaways 
was USSR Sweeper back Victor 
Deputatov, stopper back Igor 
Yulchiev and loft back Oleg 
Khandiev showed world class 
tackhngand interceptions. If only 
India had such solid defenders, 
needless goals such as Korea's 
second and the third goal or 
USSR’s two goals would not have 
been cono 6 ?ded. De,/iitatov and 
Yulchicv were amongst the t>>ur 
Soviet World Cup players on view. 
The others were midfielders, 
skipper Vladimir Antakov and 
Gen^i Oganseyan. The way 
Antakov shackled India’s Jagbir 
Singh was an obvious lesson in 
man to man marking, So though 
USSR just scored ten goals they 

In spite of the* many 
opportunities the Indians could 
not penetrate the Soviet defence 
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STANDINGS 




B' 

:. 3 2 

iRtfto 

'« 

3 2 

Ifllittirt 

:: ' '6 ■ 

2 2 

K«fi^ 

.6 

2 2 


e 

1 4 

Mand 

"B 

0 0 


conceded just one goal. No wonder 
coach Mikhail Osintche'^ 
remarked, “we were not exactly 
consistent. We played well at 
times and badly at times, as 
against Poland, but won because 
of our solid defence." USSR came 
for this tournament with just four 
days practice at an indoor stadivim 
in Moscow. The way they are 
developing, they will be a major 

tHreat to India ixi the O^y^mpio 

qualifying tournament at 
Auckland later this year. 

Except for India, all the teams 
played in the 1-3-3-3 formation. 
Kenya occasionally used four 
forwards. Kenya's Inderjit 
Matharu, of Indian origin, was 
their most lethal forward. His 
mesmeric stickwork and 
dribbling skills often with one 
hand, had the spectators gasping 
and wishing he could play for 
Inida. But the accolade for player 
of the tournament would surely 
go to Belgium’s skipper, the 
balding Eric Vandenbemden. He 
played total hockey and was 
equally effective as sweeper back, 
midfield or striker. He was truly 
the jewel in the crown, shining 
and excelling in every match. His 
trapping, passing, tackling and 
dribbling were of the highest 
class. Belgium with their trio of 
brothers, Christian, Eric (Belgian 
player of 1990) and Danny, left 
back V an Hemmlen and winger 
Marc Coudron ai*e very 
dangerous. They could be the 
dark horses of the Olympic 
qualifying tournament at 
Auckland in 1991. 

ITC, one of the biggest 
promoters of sports in India, were 
the main spx^nsors of the 
tournament. They contributed Rs 
25 lakhs which helped in/ive star 
hotel accommodation and travel of 

the teajna, umpires and other 

sundry expenses. State Bank of 
India, the official bankers of the 
tournament revealed poor ticket 
sales. An SBI official said, “daily 
average sale was Rs. 10,000. The 
highest amount Rs. 27,000 was 
collected on Saturday, Jan. 10. 
when India played USSR.” So 
without ITC, the Indira Oandhi 
tournament committee would 
have been in a real Hx. 

IVOVy MPSDWf TCSW UWII 
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W HEHK does Indian hookey go troni here? 

Tile 1990s was to be the deoacle of hope, with 
1 innt.viringf nf youthful talent, like 

yiiakeel Ahmed. Moliammed Arif, Sanjeev Kumar. 
Jagdev Singli and Mai’k Patterson However 
Judgingby th(' performanc?es at the 5th Indira 
Gandhi internauoiial Gold Cup hockey tournament, 
the road to glory is a long way off. 

Thei e isa crisis in Indian hockey Adequate 
replaconieiu.s haw not been found at right half, 
outside left and in defence if Pargat Singh is not 
playing, Suit e Soinayya retired after the 1988 Seoul 
Olympic's India have t ried four right halve*s but 
found no suitable replacement Subramani, Angeles 
Belling. MoJianimed Arif and Sanjay Bisht were all 
found wanting. Anf is a useful tackier and marker 
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but cannot‘link up with his torvvaids in cUiacjk. 

When India lost 0-2 to USSR. R. P Singh and 
JagbiJ' freuquenlly dragged 1 he Soviet defence 
inwards Bui there was no width m the Indian 
attack, as Arif^id not overlap Hence no quick 
1 ‘everse pass a^uld be given which would have split 
the Sovien deface, Anf is not to blanie. He is not a 
natural right half Coach Inam-ur Rehman said. 1 
would prefer Arif as right back but as Sanjay Bisht 
did not click in that positum. we had to play Anf 
theie. as we have no othei* l ight half " 

Many felt that John Fernandez of Bombay should 
have been tried as right half, even though he plays 
left half for his state. Former Bombay coach Cedric 
DSouza says. John is a versatile halfback and can 
play in any position in midfield He is the best 







marker ;n hidia diici u a shaiiie t 

tournaments, the Heijinsj* Asiad andliidira Gandhi 

tournament, he has been ejoutmed to the bench Why 

hasn t ho boon g-ivcMi m prf>p«»r 

If Anf played as a defender then tAeh'lg'ht half 
position was weakened Without Pah^^’ai Singh, 
India’s defence w^as in dn-e straits at CJfcltii, But 
desperate situations demand desperate remedies 
a 11 cl the coaches coi Ud i ia vf' cx pen i mented mo. e, 

Old tuners criticise Parg-at for Ins upfielcl sorties 
But the Indira Gandhi Itjurnarnent amply revealed 
that, an Indian defence without Pargat is like 
staging Hamlet without tlie Prince of Denmaik 
Jagdev may have won the best player award in the 
Jammu nationals, but his tackling and 
interceptions against fast paced European teams 


]-;avcs much to be desired 

. Penalty corner C'onversion was still woeful India 
wasted 11 penalty c;ornci s and a stroke vs South 
Kn?‘oa 11 p(?iia.lty crji iifc?rs Kf^iiya and tQii vse 

USSR 'I’he same old failings, not enough variety in 
indirect penalty coi ners Tlie lutlers do not angle 
the shot sufficiently. Inam says, “there were too 
many probables at the short camp at Lucknow and 
so enough time w»as not given to penalty corner 
conMTSion ’ Maybe separate training for penally 
corners is required. Jagdev shot powerfully but 
sti’aight into tlie keepei or wide and Harendra 
Singh was mostly off target Anf was the best of the 
trio but got fewer opportunities 
The saddest example of paucity of talent is at 
outside left. When Thoiba Singh played there, critics 
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THE PATH OF Ml mMi? 


g|[|L OfilS the Indian 
J J Hocktf.v 

Federation 
(IHjF) really (?are for 
the national toain? 
Not really, judj^in^ 
by the preparation ol’ 
the Indian U'iuii foi' 
the 5th Jndira Gandhi 

IIlU*! hex-Ucy 

tournament. 


(iine for specialised 
traJnitVg. so 
OT'Ordinatioh in 
taking* penalty . 
corners was lacking." 

Another lapi^ was 
thehapha^td 
intimation to states 
and iiistiUttions ' 

abotvi of. 

players tW the * ’ 


players in tho camp. 
At th^L^Wkhow 
’''‘'panip'.wHh \ ‘ 

V tempei*atdi’es 

ran gi ng between 3-5 
■ degretis Celsius, htji 
; wat(u’ was ollen. 
unavailable tW the 
..players. When the 

sJlifted to Delhi, the 



Foj* instance, after 
the Jannnu nationals, 
48 probables were 
calicjd for the two 
wo<!k training camp 
at Lucknow. It was 
too large a number 
for a short-d u ration 
training camp. Thus 
when coaches. 
Jhainan l^^ilSharma 
and Inannui'-Kehman 
WfT’t* questioned 
about India’s tnabihty 
to convert i.x?nalty 
corners. Inam 
roplKKl. ’*we han little 


national camps. 
Imagine. Indian 
Airlines’ Mukes^h 
Kumar, a ^tar of the 
Jammu nationals, 
could not join ths 
national camp^ as 
employers in 
Hyderabad did not 
get an ofticiol release 
order. Only about 36 
players came to the 
camp. So the lack of 
intimation may have 
been IHF's 

Machiavellian plan to 
curb the number of 


players hAd t%Tend 
For tliemselves about 
travel aiTangements 
iothecapitah At 
I>elhi even the daily 
allowahet)^^ Ks. 40 
was stepped! No 
wonder sotn^tenior 
playsrs corn^m 
about lacJfidf; 

inceniiv:^Vr=' 

Ex-OlymfHi)^ 

Ashok 

remarlliad 

India doeanot qualify 
from the pre-Qlympic 


toil ruamoiit ill 

Avoklt^Jlid thisymwii^t; 

^ will lie4ho first time ' 
since the'10^/' 

Am stctdatk^^yaipteft; 
that India WtU hot . 

figuring in OlytilpiO 
hockey. ikKisthoTHF. 
icahsi? 1.1 k? 

of its task? Is tlie lilF 
serious that iMh.V 
allow the 

IuitUUI tN> 

on grass when the 
inter-univomity wiis 
staged (in ^Isl t*o t uj f 
alGwalior.' 

Goiuti Inam 
calegorically said. 

‘*W(,‘ iitHxl more? 
experience again.st 
Furopean countries. 

It would b(’ Ixjst il 
some tours cjcaild be 
arranged Wi 11 the 
niF respond and 
shake of! its 
lothiogy? Unlikely, 
consid<?ring it's track 
ixxjord The IMF is 
conducting a training 

fRmp IVir iho tndinn 

j uiiiors( U ndor 1H 
years) at Gwalior for 
the Aslan junior 
qualifying 
tcju rnaiiujiit in 
October. li*onic;ally, 
the junior World Cup 
and the Asian 
qualifying 
tournament is for 
players Undor-Sl 
years. But for some 
reason tlic IHP camp 
is for players 
under-18 years. With 
BU(;h slipshod 
management can we 
qualify for the 
Olympics? 


rnamtaiiH d hr was not a patch on Zafar Iqbal. Yet 
people ai e alj cHciy lameMiting Thoiba s absence 
Punjab's Htini Saran seeriujd sluggish and his 
crosses wtM f' uia(‘curate Inam says, '‘he is ycjung 
and hard w'orking but got nervous in his first 
international iournamcnL He has the potential and 
should be given uior<? (‘hancos.” Maybe Inam is 
right, but Ham Siira-n dill not do justice to the 
chances he got at Delhi Sunjeev Kumar, Dhanraj 
Pillay and Darryl D'Sou/.a were all tried on the leit 
flank but wore mis fits Sanjeev and Pillay 


I’unctionecl adequately as occasi(.>na.l left wingers in 
the Jammu nationals on grass and Ram Saran 
excelled there But ho(?koy on astro-turf is a 
different story. The old failings, inability to break a 
packed defence, lack of mobility amongst the 
forwards and no off-the-ball work wore all evident in 
the Indian players at Delhi. Indian hockey still has 
miles to go, before reaching internatioiml 
respectability. Glory is but a distant dream. 

BYNOVYKAPADIA 
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'"ee High or Low? 


THE FALDO FORMULA 

FROM TEE TO GREEN 



WHEN USING AN U30N.TEE 7Ll£ BWl BARELY ABOV'E THE G0OUND 50 AS TO EMCOURASE THE 
PROPER BAU TURF STRIKE THROUGH IMPACT. TEE THE BALL HIGHER WITH THE DRIVER- 
THE TOPor yOUR CLUa LEVEU WITH THE OAUS EOUATOR THAT WILL HELP YOU PRODtJCE 

MORE OF AN UPWARD HIT WITH THE STRAIGHTER FACED CLUB. 



Posture 


Shoulders above Knees 





. ..YoVVILLItlENHAVE 
CREATED MORE ROOM ROC 
the BACK6WINC. 



JIL^SRZ WAT TO CHBCIC YOUR POSTURE AT ADWKSS IS 
TO MAKE SURE TOUR SHOULDERS ARE ABOVE YOUR KN 


OET A FRIEND TO 
PLACE A CLUB 
AGAINST TOUR 
RIGHT SHOUIOEIC 
IF YOU ARE SET 
UP CORRECTLY 
IT SHOULD HIT 
YOUR RIGHT 
KNEE. 


iV;: 



.. 
























ROMAf^MNG 

E ARUEBinthis kidn^s, for example. that wereirt,e|iWigh the the kidneys to the 

column we had dealt are peaceful little kidneys also iwlp » bladder called uretais. 

with dehydration friends that quietly do maintain the correct These chunks in medical 

and its effects. Here we their intricate job year ratio belween salt and terminology are called 
are going to give you after year, until one day water in thabody. hence ‘renal calculi*but we 

another reason to clrlnli theyiSceapioblein. affootlng blood know thorn a® Tsidney 

that extra glass of The kidney acts as a pressure. stones, 

water, because it is filter in our body. That By now. thmofs These stones are 

going to make all the is. it filters the excess probably a pw»of guilt small, brittle and 

difference to an organ nutrients from the creeping through your usually yellow or brown 

we don’t even think blood, dumping it into minds. Hey. this organ in colour. They come 

of—the kidney. the bladder for excretion performs some of your round, jagged, or even 

It’s sad but a true in the urine. Add to that most vital jobs and you branched like a stag’s 

medical fact of life: As - the regulation of the ' never even thinkof it antlers. They are made 

we grow older we have , body s acid-akaline The problem arises up of a variety of 

to start caring for parts balance, to help the ■ when chunks,of mineral mmerals and amino 
ofour body that we took system run clean and salts form in the kidneys acids; but most of them 
for granted.'The without corrosion. As if or in the tubes that link I are either calcium 














THE STONE? 


oxalate, calcium 
phospate or a mixture of 
the two. 

How do these stonee 
happen? Well, if too 
much calcium winds up 
in the iirine it becomes 
8upersat\irated, and 
calcium crystals begin 
to precipitate like little 
snowflakes. But unlike 
snowflakes these 
cyrstals don t melt. In 
fact they snowball and 
their sharp little edges 
wreak havoc on the most 
vulnerable and private 
parts of a man 8 body. 


The fiiWttdiAment of 
choice. unf^Hiinately is 
time. If the btone iatable 
to pass otkM>f the Body 
through the ustoary 

tract, on itaown. than 

one is indeed lucky. If 
the stonesaaasures less 
than a quAter of an inch 
in diameter, then there s 
an 80% chance that it 
will pass out on its own. 

But sometimes the 
stone can t move. In 
these cases the ur^hsa 

goesinto'acqpasm,. 

gripping the stone—a 
situation some medics 


through the rest of the 

body. 

Anottier amazing fact 
is that the patient is 
caught unawares by the 

crippUng pain, even 

when one is in the pink’ 
of health. Docs cannot 
explain the high rate of 
incidmme of kidney 
stones among men. 
Smne even suggest that 
this is the closest that a 
man can come towards 
ezpenencing what it . 
feels like during laboui'.' 

By now we guess 
you’ll want to do damn 


THE HEALTH 
COLUMN 


. hot season bne sweats 
and that makes it easier 
for minerals to 
accumulate in the 
kidneys. Many regulate 

their water habite ao 

they can avoid that 3 
a.m. walk to the 
bathroom. But in reality 
one should drink a glass 
of water before going to 
bed and should have 
another glass of water at 
3.02, When you come out 
of the batoiroom. 

Eating less meat, 
cutting back on salts, 
and putting the lid on 
ice-creams and cheese 
will do a lot of good for 


An excruciating pain 
is the result; very low in 
the gut and dead center 
front. The pain hits in 
spasms and one moment 
you are perfectly all 
right and the next 
moment you are curled 
up like a tube of 
toothpaste, howling like 
abanibieeand 
wondering whether 
someone ^ away had 
created a voodoo doll in 
your features and had 
jammed a red hot pin 
into the mid section. 
Although a 

tendenqy toward kidney 
stones run in the family, 
environmental factors 
like Chronic 
dehydration, or a diet 

rich in meat or dairy 
products can also be the 
cause. 


call ‘Romancing the 
Stone. In these oases the 
stonee have to be 
dissolved or removed by 
surgical means. A non 
surgical procedtire 
known as 

Extracorporeal Shook 
Wave Uthitripey is fast 
gaining acceptance in 
the western countries. 

In this procedure the 
patient is made to 
recline on what looks 
like a dentist’s Chair of 
the year 2050, in an 
oversized bathtub full of 
warm wato*. A high 
voltage generator Muds 
up to 3,000 shock waves 
through the water into 
the patient s flank. 

TheM waves dmnelish 
the stones-, while 
rippling harmlmsly. 



near anything to avoid 
all thie. Well, folks the 
prevention procedure is 
the easiest all. 

Just make sure that 
you drink 8-9 glasses of 
water in a day.. Another 
word ot caution. Be on 
your tpee regarding 
water habits during 
summer because in the 


the kidneys. One should 
also go easy on foods 
such as chocolate, tea, 
cola, peanuts, spinach 
and citrus fruits. 

Remember, kidney 
stones are as bad as they 
sound. Take our word 
tor it, because you 
wouldn’t evn want to 
find out'tor yourself. # 






T he Indian 

Railways duo 
comprising Bisht 
and George 
Thomas crowned 
themselves the 
’queen’ and ‘king’ of the 
]^ma-Carona national 
badminton 
championship which 
concluded at the Lai 

Bahadur Indoor 

Stadium. 

For Madhumita Bisht 
it was really a special 
occasion to celebrate. 
Firstly she set a new 
record by winning the 
singles title for the eight 
time, eclipsing the 
25-year old record of 
Meena Shah. She also 
equalled the seven-ln-a 
row win by Meena. 
Significantly, 
Madhumita earned a 
triple, wiiuihigthe 
singles, doubles and 
mixed doubles 
partnering Sudha 
Padmanabhan and 
Harjeet Singh 
respectively. This she 
has done for the fifth 
time. 

Starting off from the 
base line. Madhumita 
played hard to avenge 
her defeat against 
Seema Bhandari who 
had thrashed her in the 
SAARC meet a couple of 
years ago. Facing no 
resistance from her 
rival, Madhumita 
excelled in using her 
drop shots and deft 
placements to win easy 
points. 

In the first game both 

looked equally good. 

With the score at two-all. 
Service changed many a 
time and then it was 
three-all. But from here 
onwards, Madhumita 
changed her game plan 
and took a go^ five 
point lead by keeping 
the service to herself. 

When Seema 
Bhandari, tried 
desperat^y to come back 


Champioii 


into the game, 
Madhumita sent a 
couple of cross coiurt 
smashes to take the first 
set at 11-3 in 14 
minutes. 

In the second game, 
Seema Bhandari did not 
look nervous. She 
worked hard to make up 
for the earlier loss.but to 
no avail. Madhumita 
Bisht gained a two point 
lead, serving high and 
returning the shots with 
some deft placements. 
Then Seema changed 
her strategy and 
equalised at two all by 
improving her spe^ 
and drop shots. This did 
not deter ‘Didi* (as called 
by Railway players) who 
shruggredoffaU 
resistance to pick 
another three points in a 
row to make it 5-2. 

Sensing victory, 
Madhumita Bisht toyed 
with Seema Bhandari 
for a brief spell before 
winning the game. 11-7. 

Twenty-four year 

I old (3eorge Thomas, 
an engineer in the 
Railways, was 
brimming with 
confidence after his 
victory over Vimal 

George Thomas lies 
flat on the floor In |oy 
after he won the 
nehonaltltietorthe 
first time. He defeated 
Praveen Kumar In the 
final 


Kumar. In the final 
against Praveen Kumar 
he started off on a very 
cautious note giving 
away two points to 
Praveen by wrong line 
judgement. Ctontrolling 
himself by muttering a 
few words, George 
caught up with his rival 
to make it two all. Then 
wresting a one point 
lead., Praveen failed to 


keep the lead when he 
netted the shuttie for 
George to equalise at 
three-all. 

Knowing fUUy well 
Praveen’s lack of fitness, 
George Thomas began to 
play his natural game of 
pulling his opponent 
towards the net and 
sending the return 
behind. By doing so. 


















Ohanqrioiw: 

MMlhtimlti9lilitaiid 

OtorgeThomn 

George Thomas tired out 
his rival and starts 
gaining points wiih 
plaoements to forge 7-3 
ahead. 

Uimble to cover the 
court properly due also 
to a thigh injury. 
Praveen caved in meekly 
at 15-3. 

Game two, seemed to 
go in favour of Praveen 
Kumar. He took a 
comfortable 4-0 lead, 
and then extended his 
advantage to 10-3. A 

cod and composed 
George Thomas 
concentrating on his 
rallies slowly started 
hitting the shuttle from 
one end of the court to 
another thiis, forcing 
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Praveen Kumar to 
commit as many errors 
as possible. 

Flaying from mid 
court George Thomas 
used his half jump 
smakh with renewed 
vigour to equalise at 
twelve all. During this 
period, Praveen Kumar 
put all his returns into 
the net or hit them over 
the baseline. While 
Praveen began to wilt 
George kept himself 
(Mdm, served welli 
volleyed well and 
smashed powerfully to 
emerge as the new 
national champion at 
15-13.. 

Speaking to this 
reporter, George said, 1 
dedicate this victory to 
my brother Suresh 
Thomas, railway coach 
Dipu Ghosh and to my 
former tutor 
Mtualidharan”. 

In the mixed doubles, 
Hazjeet Singh and 

Miidhumitai Bisht ot 

Railways beat Anirudh 
and O. Vijaya (A.P) 15-4, 
15-4 to claim the title. 
Madhumita Bisht 
playing alongside 
Sudha P wrtnni.na.hhan 
triumphed over Sindhu 
Oupla^ and Neeru 
Nijahwao CDeUu) 15-8. 
15-0 to take the women's 
doubles title. 

The top seed men's 
pair of Uday Pawar and 
Vinod Kumar (B AI) 
eliminated defending 
champions Partho 
Ganguli and Vikram 
Singh (Gujarat) 15-0, 
15-8 to bag the doubles 
crown. 

Maharashtra won the 
RahamatuUa Cup 
derailing Railways in 
the Inter-state 
.championship by three 
sets to two. The Chadda 
Cup went in favour 
the Railway women 2-1 . 
when they ou t o laaoo d 
holders Maharashtra. 






OYAMACUP 



KARAIE 





I F ytmr concept of 
karate doesn’t go 
b^ond Bruoe Lee 
and Enter The 
Dragon, then the Oyama 
Cup was bound to be a 
disappointment. Like it 
was for the hordes of 
Calcuttans who turned 
up at the Netaji Indoor 
Stadium in the hope of 


witnessing acrobatic 
flying kicks and 
somersaulting attacks. 
They were in for a'rude 
sho(dc. Full-contact 
karate is fiill of action, 

The grand champion In a 
rafiactlva mood... Satnam 
Singh compoaaa himaaif 
oeforayat another 
assault 






coiirAci 


Full-contact karate is an art 


that requires guts...especially 


if you’re going for the glory 
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ATven wbea be OmOy^ 
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bo waa xdunMixtg. Qjmma 
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fbat: Evm- Obautkig at timea. Jvub one prob- 
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V Two . jto||Hidaii;F 'bgbtbra. Both graetoue 
HtipOgtiw Bbtdt- BOO aeuoo of their time. One 
bOBd/y bf^'to eattbofate. 72ie other getting 
axt inteapreter. Wbst s disaster. 
*-r. liwrtlt<.aaiowie,, hiowBver, is Soaai—tbMtIa 
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iQhauhale tnuisMad snawers to some gua»< 
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<biM peraob, .thexing is mjaaiJig. There wse 
.J^'miF.the eStT^ erudita JUh*. filarJcsr, the inter-. 
.pre^, ooukt'Bilbao tbo animated involvo- 
JSMBt^ thiegieat man. Ai epite of hie dPyeare 
Wage,'its Stiff ie buretiag with vigour, spsak- 
bjir-had jaie dbmr. a big, vein naming down 
blfa.bbU'i^bb nee^ tbndMng with, the Wftnt. 
^^^Ijadsi^ the same fsaguage... 
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but of a very hardcore 
kind. Where the painful 
thud of bone meeting 
fleah Bupersedes all 
Iknoy yells and 
techniques. Where the 
all-important aim is to 
floor your opponent. 
Where winning is what 
matters. Not how you do 
it. 

Watching the 
karatekas parade 
docilely around the 
stadium, no one could 
have gruessed the violent 
aggression that was 
brewing inside them. 
Prom the opening bout 
of the final evening 
itself, it was clearly 
evident that none of 
these guys had come 
here to impress the 
crowd. They had come 
with the sole intention of 
carrying home the 
impressive trophy.. .and 
the spoils that went with 
it. 

Divided into two 
weight 

categories—under 61 
kgs and open—the 
karatekas were a trifle 
overawed by the 
presence of their Grand 
Master Masutatsu 
Oyama. But managing 
to shake off the awe, 
they eventually got 
down to business. And it 
was not a pretty sight. 
Punches and kicks 
flowed with abandon as 
each fighter strove to 
get the vital points that 
would take him through 
into the next round. And 

willi SubluuilLai' Biswas 

making his way steadily 
through the lighter 
weight category, it was 
Satnam Singh who used 
his height to deadly 
effect in the open 
category. 

About the tallest 
karateka in the 
competition, Satnam's 
favourite weapon was a 
high roundhouse kick. 


PHOraORATHS: MNTOSH OHOSH 



One Of the victims of 
Satnam Singh’s deadly 
roundhouse kicks... ha 
eventually had to be 
given first aid 

Something ho tiood very 
frequently, and 
successfully. While his 
(piarter-flnal opponent 
had to be stretchered off, 
both Hemant Chopra 
and Suman Saha (who 
he fought in the 
semi-final and final 
respectively) fell prey to 
it. 

In the other weight 
catgory, Subhankar 
Biswas’ unrelenting 


aggrression saw his 
opponents fall back, till 
he came up against 
Satnam Singh in the 
grand final which pitted 
the two winners against 
one another to decide the 
grand champion. 

Shrugging off Biswas’ 
body punches, Satnam 
resorted to his high 
kicks, eventually 
getting through with a 
left rotindhouse that 
totally disoriented his 
opponent. ’That 
point—or ippo^was 
enough to grtt^ 
through to the-clerall 


BlMMilMltfeihDan)Palar 
Chaond damomInMaa 
tha art OThraaklria brioks 
with the adjgia of tna hand 


title and the coveted 
Oyama Cup. 

Also on the agenda 
was a demonstration by 
the senior black belts 
who were present. While, 
the Branch caiief Shivi^ii 
Ganguly used his skills 
to break tiles, the 
visiting 6th Dan black 
belt from Singapore, 
Peter Cheong, 
enthralled the crowd by 
stepping onto, standing, 
and even jtunping on 
two trays of 

eggs.. .without breaking 
a single one. The two 
other karatekas who had 
come from Japan, Akira 
Masuda and Shinichi 
Sotodate. also displayed 
their breaking skills on 
baseball bats and slabs oT 


It was a small reward 
for the crowd which had 
impatiently sat through 
the earlier bouts. 
Untutored in the art of 
unarmed combat—a 
very tiring business of 
keeping the hands and 
legs in perpetual 
motion—they kept 
voicing their dissent 
whenever the tired 
fighters eased off the 
pace, especially in the 
extensions. 

Maybe what the crowd 
should understand is 
that Bruce Lee had a 
stimt director to 
coordinate his flashy 
moves. And the villain 
was paid to fall flat on 
his face. But here, at the 
Oyama Cup, we’re 
talking real karate. 
Where both men want to 
win. And the price of 
success is pain. 

Ilawfik ttmadl 
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fllHE second Goodncke 
JL International Open chess meet 
was held recently at the Alekhine 
Chess Club, Gorky Sadan. It was a 
very strong 9 nation Swiss System 

tournamont with 8Grandmasters, 

11 International Masters and four 
women International Masters 
among the 60 participants 
battling for the Rs 120,000 prize 
money and the Goodricke rolling 
trophy. 

The eventual winner GM Niaz 
Murshed of Bangladesh started in 
lacklustre fashion. He lost his 
first game to IWM Anda 
Safranska of the USSR and after 
that conceded a couple of draws as 
well. 

It was only in the seventh round 
that Murshed found his touch. 
Winning in quick succession 
against English GMs Julian 
Hodgson and Glenn Flear and 
then against Russian IM Valery 
Neverov and Polish GM Alex 
Wojkiewicz, he put the 
championship on ice with a quick 
last round draw with GM Yuri 
Yakovitch (USSR). Murshed 
scored points out of 11 and 
received Rs 35000 and the 
Goodricke trophy for his labours. 
A wonderful result for the first 
sub-continental GM especially 
when you recall that he was 
seeded tenth. 

There was a four way tie for 
second place. GMs Yakovitch 
Hodgson, Flear and IM Neverov 
all scored Second seeded 

Hodgson was leading in the early 
stages but he went off the boil 
after two losses to Wojtkiewicz 

arid Murshed, eventually 
struggling to draw his last round 
match with Praveen Thipsay after 
drifting into an inferior position. 

Wojtkiewicz had an unfortunate 
result. The Polish Refusenik 
whose career has been punctuated 
by spells of incarceration was 
leading till the last stages. But 
two consecutive losses to Murshed 
and Flear in the last two rounds 
held him back when he looked 
likely to take first place. Even 




Niaz Murshed; winner of the 
Goodricke Chess tournament 

more unfortunate was the fact 
that he had excellent positions in 
both games when he blundered. 

A great disappointment was the 
performance of top seed 
Aleksandr Schnieder (USSR). He 
never looked like justifying his 
high rating and tied for sixth spot 
despite being unbeaten. 

Another disappointment was 
local IM Dibyendu Barua. Barua 
was released by his employers 
Tisco to participate here, despite 
being committed to play in the 
inter steel plants meet which 
coincided with the Goodricke 
tournament. The reason was that 
Barua is just one step away from 
attaining the GM title, needing 
just 8 V 2 points here to become 
India’s second GM. 

Barua never looked like doing it 

and he ended tied for sixth place 
after scoring 7 points. A loss to 
Hodgson when he lost control in a 
time scramble, a loss to IM Maxim 
Sorokin (USSR) in a difficult 
endgame, a narrow escape against 
national champion D. V. 

Prasad—Barua was just not in 
good form. His old 
bugbear—weak opening 
preparation—also showed him up 
for h6i could not get su^tive 
positions with black. That is 





essential if one is to do well in a 
Swiss format where wins with 
both colours are needed.] 

Praveen Thipsay played good 
chess after a second round upset 
by IWM Vasanti Unni. In that 
game she was mucn cetter 
prepared and forced Thipsay into 
an unfamiliar position, by 
employing an Ivanchuk idea in the 
Bird Defence to the Ruy Lopez. 

After that, Thipsay played solid 
chess and if he had converted his 
last round edge against Hodgson 
into a full px)int he would have 
come second. Sharad Tilak and V. 
Ravikumar also had good results, 
both scoring 7 points and tying 
for sixth. Ravikumar was the only 
Indian to go through the meet 
unbeaten. A.B. Meetei (7) was 
unlucky to miss the IM norm by 
just half a point drawing with 
Schnisder in the last round. 

GM Ye Rongguang, the first 

Chinese player to partieipete in an 

Indian tournament, was playing 
under a handicap. His luggage 
had disappeared at Hongkong, so 
he was minus his books and could 
not prepare adequately. In the 
circumstances he did a good job, 
also tying for sixth. 

%veral Indians improved their 
ratings including P. Mithrakanth 
and K. Shantaram, both of whom 
came close to scoring EM norms. 
Prasad played with his customary 


«0 







courage losing to QMs Palatnik 
euad Schnieder while taking risks 
in order to win. 

As many as 29 of the 60 players 
received prizes which is a superb 
ratio for a Swiss meet. A sign of 
the increasing credibility of 
Indian chess was that several of 
the foreign GMs and IMs could not 
make it to the top ten. However 
Anda Safranska must have been 

pleaeed with her result for she 

confirmed her IWM title with a 
very impressive show. 

DevatvshuDutts 


L.UCKNOW 


&i 0 eVidnt Tourney 


U ANJl player Sunil Chaturvedi 
Uiiregistered an impressive vic¬ 
tory over Ram Samir of Green 
Park Hostel fame by defeating 
him by 7 runs in the R.P, Bajpai 
State cash prize single wicket 
competition held at Kamla Club 
Stadium here. Sunil Chaturvedi 
vius given a casli prize ot Ka. aooo 




Ram Samir received Rs. 


final match was indeed very 
iHpllBling. Chaturvedi won the 
ton but invited Samir to bat. In 
tv very first over, he scored 10 
rws to show that he was fUUy 
prApased to amass a big total but 
when he reached 26, he got out 
LBW. Thereafter, he was run out 
and later on declared caught. Con- 

sequexiUy, his score elumped. 

down to minus two. 

In reply, Chaturvedi started 
slowly but steadily. But. as he 
reached double figures an attemp¬ 
ted sweep saw him bowled. But he 
scored five runs while on the 
crease and won the match. 

KaHash Agsrwal 


MANi.ALORK 


StateRnsaSttK 


B RE VANNA of Beereehwar 
•Gymnasium, Davanagere was 
declared Junior Strongman of 
Karnataka in the 12th state junior 

pciwerlifting cluuupiuusliip iielU 


Income Tax Commissioner Ra| 
Narain praaanting the winner’s 
trophy TO Sunil Chaturvedi, the 
winner of the single wicket 
tou r n a ment 


at Mangalore recently,. He lifted a 
total Of422.5 kg (165 + 82.5 -1- 
175) in the 52 kg category. 
Balanjaneya Gymnasium, Man¬ 


galore won the team cham- 
^nship, while Pulikeshi 
Vyayamshala of Shimoga were 
placed second.. 

Competitors firom 21 gymna¬ 
siums in the state affiliated to 
Karnataka Powerlifting Associa¬ 
tion participated in the cham¬ 
pionship in 11 weight groups, 
with Aijima award winning 
powerlifter P.K. Yashodhara giv¬ 
ing away the prieea. 



fllHE second South Zone inter- 
1 university athletic meet was 
held recently at Sri Dharmasthala 
Manjunatheshwara College 
ground, Ujire about 60 kilometres 
from Mangalore. With 461 
athletes from 27 Universities in 
the hray, Kerala University bag¬ 
ged the men's team championship 
with 37.5 points, while the 
women’s team championship went 
to Mahatma Gandhi University 
with 65 points. 

R. Anand Natarajan of Annama- 
lai University, Tamil Nadu was de¬ 
clared individual men champion. 
He set a national university record 
in the 100 metres race with a tim¬ 
ing of 10.6 seconds.He also set a 
meet record in the 200 metres 
with a timing of 21.6 sec. 

Sylvinia Pais of Bangalore Uni¬ 
versity emerged individual 
woman champion bagging two 
g^lds in the 200 metres with a 
timing of 25.3 seconds and 400 
metres hurdles (1 min. 2.4 sec.) 
MiclwelR.Palnn 




S OUTH POINT made it to the 
East Zone final of the Thums 
Up inter-echool cricket 
tournmanet. but only Jvist. In the 
final of the Calcutta leg at the 
Kalighat ground. South Point 
edg^ out Calcutta Boy's School by 
nine runs. 

Overnight rains reduced the 
final to a 20-over affair and South 
Point scored 143 for seven in the 
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Htipulated overs. The South Point 
waa built around A, Ijahiri’s 
37. Arijit Ghosh was the 
wrecker-in-chief for Calcutta Boys 
as he finished with three for 31 
runs. 

Ghosh again came good with the 
bat when it was Calcutta Boy’s 
turn to bat last. He fetched 26 
rune with two sixes and as many 
fours, but that was not enough to 

uvwi haul the South Point score. 

Calcutta Boys finished at 134 for 
eight when the overs ran out. 

The only consolation for 
Calcutta Boys was that Ghosh got 
the man of the match award. 

Samrat Tiwari got the best 
batsman's award in the Calcutta 
leg» while Adeshir Jeejebhoy was 
adjudged the best bowler. 



A rchers from Rajasthan and 
Bengal were among the best in 
the national archery 
championships, the 13 th edition 
of which concluded at the SA-NIS, 

Salt Lake rooently. Among th© top 
six men in the country, there were 
three from Rajasthan, including 
Limba Ram, who finished 
champion in the individual 
events. 

Bengal’s dominance in the 
distaff side was perhaps clearer. 
Bengal archers bagged the first 
and the third place in the 
individual championlatalp and had 
two more places in the best eight 
finishers Bengal girls also, won 
the team championship title ahead 
of Bihar. Manipur got the bronze. 

Limba Ram had it rather easy in 
the men’s individual 
championship. He was hardly 
challenged in the elimination 
rounds, held according to Grand 
Fiia rules, leading the 24 
qualifiers into the final stages of 
the individual championship. 

Only teammate Dhulchand Domar 
was within striking distance of 
the champion archer. 

From the Bengal standpoint, 
only two men—Rajat Haider, cm 
ex national champion, and 

TIra Samanta: women’s national 
champion in the archery 
championships 


Supriyo Kundu—managed to 
enter the final stages. But at the* 
end Haider finished last in ‘ ■ 
best eight. 

Bengal's success in the team 
championship centred around / 
Tira Samanta, Phalguni ^ 

Chatterjee and Jaya Dutta. 
Together they logged 3453 points. 
136 points better than runners-up 
Bihar, whose Royna Roy was in 

fine form throughout the 

tournament. 

Tira’s fortunes fluctuated in the 
elimination rounds. On the 
penultimate day of the elimination 
rounds, she led the field, but on 
the final day she slipped to the 
second spot, with Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Soiiam Yangchan 
leading the 18 qualifiers of the 
finals. 


But Sonam’s aim went haywire 
on the final day while Tira was 
dead sure with her arrows. It was 
the Bengal girl who capped her 
team championship winning form 
with the individual title. Tira 
logged 318 points to clinch the 
gold, while Sonam could only go 
as far as fourth place with 296 
points. 

Nagaland's Vesuzuolaand 

Bengal*© Jaya Dutta tied with SOS 

points, but the Nagaland girl was 
given the silver on technical 
grounds. Others in the women’s 
last eight included Toy na of 
Bihar, Manipur’s H. Louimaola 
and Bengal’s Krishna Das and 
Phalguni Chatterjee. 

Bihar’s Sanjeev Singh came 
very near to upsetting Limba 
Ram’s applecart on the final day. 















When all their arrows were 
exhausted Liznha wen just three 
p^ts better than Sanjeev with 88 
pc^ts. The bronze went to 
Mizoram’s C. Songa (317 points). 
Rajasthan’s Shyam Lai and 
Domar finished fourth and fifth, 
respectively. 





I T was some sort of an 
ahti-climax in the final of the 
U.K. Shulka Memorial Ciold Flake 
invitational snooker 
championship which brought 
together the six best cueists in the 
country. National No. 2 Ashok 
Shandiiya simply crumbled under 
some excellent play by 
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Yashin Merchant: men’s 
champion of the Aii-India 
snooKer championahipa 

international, Merchant, 
getting whipped by five frames to 
nothing as Merchant grabbed the 
inaugural title in style. 

Merchant’s effortless win in the 
final was quite unexpected. His 
calm confidence and breaks of 30 
and 40 were enough to put 
Shandilya’s geaae awry and give 
him the title, in a tournament that 
pitted every player against each 
other. Naturally making for 
excellent fare at the Saturday 
Club. 

lO M HiMr s Bess 



K OITAYAM Distriot, with 46 
points, won the overall 
championship In the 15th State 
Sports Festival held at 
the Lai Bahadur Stadium. 

Be athtetios, K.R. Deepa of 
Ttiphur created a new meet 


record in the l(X>mt8, timing 
18.6 seconds against 18.71 set 
by Betti C. Jose (Trivandrum). 
Deepa also won gold in the 800 
mts. (26.8 sec.) and the 4 x lOO 
mts relay (Si.8 sec.). Sibi 
Varghese of Emakulam 
District sparkled by collecting 
golds in the shot put (0.55 mts) 
and discus throw (29.5 mts). 
Later Deepa and Sibi were 
adjudged Individtial 
nhiLTn pinna 

Nisha Philip (Kottayam) 
came first in the 400mts 
hurdles, clocking Im: 13 
seconds. The Wynad team won 
the 4 X 400 mts relay in atime 
of 4m: 17.4 sec. 

IntbetaMetenstisfljaal, top 
seededA. Radhika(Tvm) 
defeated Siji. (Jthsr results; 
VoU^ball—Kottayam beat 
KoHmo; Kho*kho—Trivandrum 
beat Kottayam: 

Basketball—Pathanamthltta 
beat Emakulam; 

Hodsey—Emakulam beat 
Kottayam. 

State Minister Baby John 
distributed the prizes. 

SataawKasMr.TdL 

















t] {MVNn HAU OF SHMWI 



-Ks. - 


Mf‘& aOQMBT. WA 6 ?im»£>rm BMOK^ 
ATSC AlJNE^ 6OIUPC0CRSC. mSCO TlAfciD \92S 
vjv^EN WE LoersiGwroFTHE BAu. /iRER w\vrw£> 
wiSTWtRP awrsTWtt&wr of wtue a\r. A<s*«fl4 
PJWEP U»A&jaeS6FUL ANP CFFVQAtS NnIE^ PRE- 
R^REP^P VVSVC» ecXJNCR A TE»WLT/ 

M\seAi.u 0arT>«s»KnEP<5ou=eKFei;rA 
50l.\pOBJECT IMTWE RV(5WT-WAViO^Q<ETJOF 
me JACVCET, REACWEP »V>\— AWP PRCOOCEP TWE 
^^^eSl^46 60LE 6AU. • 




yTjffjl 




\905 OdfiitilX. BOkIU, OKlMOMA e\CVCED A 
2Z-'TAR0 F\EU? eOAL^W«•^^lAS^®^»^TCP ©/AW 
»UE6At PIBOCEDURE Pg^aY SOPOEWY-V -rMETEAM 
MAeCOT SOONER SCMOONER- A MIOGCT- Sl-ZEP 
COMEREPVJA&OM POU-EP B/TVJO R>i\ES-iAWE 
ONitOTWE FIEUPTO^EUESRW^ V/UATTWEY 
THOO&rtT'WAS ASCOBE TWE ^RSTA^y^EPON 
AN APPYTIOMAL lE-VARP Otv4SFOKreMANl.\l<E 
CONDUCT PEKW^jVAOAYN&TCvqAWOA^A AMP, 
FWCAAaZ YARP2>OUT, THE MOCM UONfiK SECOND 
FtEl.PGOALTT?YFAV\JEP «r BECAME THE 
•a*?VA\N&fblMT\V4 A 28-17 UfiSTO ViASHlN&im 


THE FUHNY SIDE OFQOLP 




















WhafsGoiiigQii? 


T OOKINOatthelnoonsistent 
A^rformanoes of the Indian 
crioketere in the recently 
concluded Asia Cup, the 
unprofessional attitude of the 
TnHian cricketers was very much 
evident. The Indian crioketere 
play to their full potential only 
when there is some dividends 
waiting for them in the end. 
Otherwise they are least txithered, 
when they play a match against a 
teEun that is weak on paper. The 
Indian team surely lacks the 
instinct to win that is so evident in 
the Pakistan team. 

It was only the mercurial 
performance of Azhar that saw 
India through and saved them 
&om losing face. Praveen Amre, 
Raju Kulkarni and others are still 
being sidelined. Coiild someone 
explain, what’s going on? 
SUBHENDUMISRA, 

SambaJpvir. 


Thanks And Regrets 


I11HAMKS for publishing my quiz 
A in the issue dated 2-8 Jeinuary. 
However there was an error in the 
copy that I had sent. In question 
No. 1 the name of Shi vial Yadav 
was included by mistake. He was 
actually dismissed in the first ball 
in his second Test and not on his 
Test debut as indicated. The error 
is regretted. 

P.B. MOHAN. 

Jamabedpur. 




IIIHIS has reference to Gavaskar’s 
A comment on Kapil Dev that was 
carried in the Voices column. 
Wliile Gavaskar was generous In 

equating his 10,000 runs with 
Kapil's 3po wickets, he is 
incorrect. Sunil was the first to 
crosp the 10,000 runs mark 
whereas Kapil was the 6th bowler 
to take 300 wickets. At any rate it 
is nice to know that the two greats 
have buried their past differences 
and are getting on well with each 
other now. 

A.G. BHAOWAT, 

Bombay. 



Keep It Up 


niHE best thing that could have 
K happened to Indian cricket is 
the advent of Sachin Tendulkar. 
His maturity, flair and talent is 
sure to impress cricket lovers 
from all parts of the globe. The 
way he executes his shots seems 
incredible for a cricketer of his 
age. Above all he has shown the 
world that a Test can beturned 
around by a batsman of such a 
tender age. If Germany can feel 
proud of Boris Becker and the US 
feel proud of Jennifer 
^Capriati, then Indians can hold 
tneir neaos nign m tne corridors 
of world sport because of a 
phenomen on called Sachin 
TenduUmr. 

^iSimESH. 

i^adurai. 


Lessons ftom Hie Euro Heroes 


AN the afternoon of the match 
Vbetween India and PS V 
■Biodhoven there were thousands 


of people to see our oountr 3 r's best 
football team take on a olub side. 
How ironioad is the fact that it took 
only aclub side from the West to 
give the Indian team a drubbing 
that they would remember for 
some years to come. The crowd of 
60,000, maybe comparable only to 
the Asiad of 1982, expected to see 
some good quality soccer, if not a 
decisive win for India. 

But once the match began it was 
evident that our team was 
nowhere in comparison to their 
opponents. The first move 
towards the Dutch goal could have 
been opportunisticaUy converted 
into a g^, but it was allowed to 
drift out. Before we could even 
fathom as to what was going on 
the visitors had already netted 
seven goals. 

One could see several reasons 
for this disappointment despite 
Mr. Rusi Mody's contagious 
enthusiasm and the huge bill that 
Tata must have footed for the 
tournament. The foremost reason 
for this debacle is the selection 
procedure of our team. In 
physique and strength the Dutch 
were definitely stronger. This was 
another case of David fighting 
Goliath. And since the modern 
Ck>liath can seldom be beaten by 
David the Indians may have to 
take a lesson or two hx>m the short 
statured South Koreans. One way 
would be to catch the players 
young and then impart training 
in a systematic manner. Perhaps 
the public schools of our country 
should be the breeding grounds of 
the football teams of the future. 
The boys confines of the Indian 
Army could also help. 

Secondly, the tactics should also 
be developed so that we are at least 
aware or tne modern tecimiques in 
the world of football. 

A reappraiBel of strategy to 
select, train and improve the 
techniques of our footballers is 
called for. It's time we 
did some heart searching before 
we invite an overseas club to play 
here, or send our team to play the 
next Asiad. 

CHANDRA. B. KHANDURI. 

New Delhi. 

















QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who was the first Australian 
wicket-keeper to score a century 
against England? 

2. Where and against whom did 
S.M.H. Kirmani score his maiden 
Test century? 

3. An English Test cricketer was 
nicknamed ‘Godders'. Who? 

4. What IS common to Tony Qreig. 
Greg Chappell and Cliye Lloyd? 

5. Who was the only Asian gold 
medallist in the 24th Olympic 
Games swimming competition? 

ANSWERS 

1. Rodney Marsh 

2. At Bombay ys Australia in 
1979-80. (He scored 101 n.o.) 

3. Godfrey Evans. 

4. All of them were great slip 
catchers. 

5. D'aichi Suzuki (Japan) 

cnm 

This game really proved the 
peychological turning point in the 
world title contest. Karpov came 

well prepared and must have liked 

his position after 20 moves when 
lie seemed to have ample play with 
the bishop pair. Kasparov found a 
good manoeuvre to retain an 
advantage and gradually forced 
victory. After this the world 
champion dominated the 
concluding phase of the match. 

White; Kasparov Vs Black: 
Karpov 18th Game Lyons '90 
1 ed eB 8 Nf3 No6 3 BbS as 4 
Ba4 NfB 5 (M>-lle7 6 Rel b5 7 
Bb3 d6 8 e3 (M> 9 ta3 Nd7 lo d4 
Bf3 11 a4 Bb7 18 Na3. This 
move more efficiently protects the 
d4 pawn with the option of Nc2 
while pressurising b5. 

18—ed4 13 od4 Nb6. A new 
move-in same 12 Karpov tried 

13 -Na5 14 Ba2 b4 15 Nc4 Nxc4 
16 Bxc4 Re8 17 Qb3 with an 
interesting position. 

14 Bf4 ba415 Bxa4 Nxa416 
Qxa4 a517 Bd8 Res 18 d5 
Nb4)? Tliis m ust have been 
Karpov's idea. He sacs the pawn 
for the bishop {lair and 
counterplay. 18—Ne5 19 NxeS 
Be5 80N04 is lifeless 

19 Bxb4 ab4 80 axb4 Rb8 81 
€Ul4l After this Karpov started 
thinking. White calmly returns 


■CHIIZ«NESS«IUDOII 

the pawn but he keeps all the play, 
(see Diagram) 81--4Ul8T 
Certainly 21—^Bxb2 22 Ra2 Bf6 23 
NbS is inferior for black but now 
.he should lose by force. 

88 Nd4 Ba6 8313103 e5 84 dee 
Bxd4 85 Qxd4 Qxe6 86 b4 he 
87 Re3 Roe 8813! White is now 
a pawn ahead with the better 
position to boot. 

88—Re8 89 Rb3 Bd6 30 Rb8 
Q.h7ai N 0 aCI« 79 S aiBRee 
33No3QlflrB34Rbbl Bd7 35 
Ra5 «te7 36 R«7 Qd8 37 Nd5 
B3l7 36 Kh8 Rb8 39 f4 Roe 40 
€Ul4Qe84lRelBce! 

A diabolical trap which Kasparov 
avoids. White should not aUow 
complications with 42 Nc7 Re4 43 
Qd3 Qe7 44 Nb5 Qe6 45 Nxd6 
46 Nxe4 Bxe4 with pressure on ‘ 

48 Qd3! CUB 43 Rel BxdB 44 
edB Rff6 45 Qf5 Kff8 46 Rae7 
RfB 47 Qd7! Rd8 48 RxdSt 
CUcd8 49 Ro8 CUB 50 Rle4 Rf5 
51 RIB Kxf8 58 Rd4 h5 53 b5 
Ke7 54 be Kd7 55 E4 hs4 56 
hff4RfB57Ro4!(l-0) 

The rook cutoff leads to 
somethiner like 57—^Rh6 58 Kg2 
Rh8 59 Rc6 Kd8 60 Ra7! forcing 
tlie b-pawn’s promotion. 

Devangshu Dutte 



The multi-coloured two diamond 
opening was created primarily to 
confuse the opponents. Later on . 
some players started using it at 
the 3-level to differentiate between 
constructiveraajor suit pre-empts 
and nasty ones. As with all 
weapons, however, it backfires 
occasionally. This is a hand ftom 


the 1990 Proton Intercity at 
Taipeif- 


DMlarWast N-SVul. 

NCmTH(dummy) 
eAKOJ43 
A K Q 5 
C A 
4>A3 

WEST EAST 

♦ 10 987652 ♦--.. 

qp6 ”J873 

■C,KJ 3 ->010987642 

♦ 7 6 ♦ 10 

SOUTH 
♦ - • 

'.'10942 

•/5 

♦KOJ98542 

WMt NORTH EAST SOUTH 

s-c- 4# 5'.' 6^ 

Dbte Rdbl Atl Pass 

Playing East-West were members 
of the British team that finished 
second behind USA. After the 
multi three-diamond opening by 
Irving Rose, West, intended to 
show a nasty pre-empt in a major. 
North bid a confident four spades. 
This was followed, to Hose’s 
horror, by an equally confident 
five hearts by East. As Rose was 
considering what to do, South bid 
six clubs. To Rose this was a 
heaven-bent opportunity lo get 
out of the mess^ he doubled to 
stop East from further 
competition. No matter what 
happened to six clubs, it could not 
be worse than laying down this 
dummy opposite a heart slam 
where East, having worked out 
that West had hearts, would find 
dummy with six hearts less than 
expected. The hand was quickly 
over, made seven, minus 2230 for 
the Brits. 

When Rose compared scores with 
teammates Andy Robson and 
Tony Forrester, tliat also went 
quickly. When they got to the 
board, Rosbon, who had bid and 
made seven no-trumps, said, "Plus 
2220". Rose said. "Push”. 
Forrester asked, "did they have 
any trouble with it?” "None at all,” 
said Rose- “What did.you do on the 
next board?” 

At most other tables the contract 
was seven no trumps or seven 
clubs. At one table, East Lightner 
doubled seven clubs and was 
overjoyed when West found tbe 
spade lead. His joy was rather 
short-lived! 

SantMiuGhoM 




PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 

In spite of having so many budding fast bowlers, the Indian 
pace bowling department ain t looking up at all. Even the 
talented Vivek Razdan (left) and AtuI Wassan look for divine 
intervention to get that all important break 

Pholoqraptv Saniay Kai)nr 



SPECIAL FEATURE 


fOmtanmapentUB 

attMteffBugarV^pioe 

Mnuteibar^iugmnipe^ 

PtiMktb0tii(xigbtl 

Mmyot todays 

aporttngwoiadanarea 

bunabaf 

tujuml’VUBoaed bnUa 
iriioBBguidag light ia 
zu/tjaat to win but to 
tdayon tapevmjfit 

iftaaiufadiepb^cf 

pottmeaB, aaaed 

bJatnaoioaandeooeatno 

bteetylaa 

Psyching cppaoanta, 
bad-mautUng umpurea, 
rehukwgpnaa 
rapoxiermtBjviBtapBrtot 
tbar abominable 
araeaal Bvantbmr 
peraanai ii VB8 are 
tempeetuouamka^piag 
witbtbeirSery 
dtonaanour Someare 
Juat wired upaxid the 
Soul behaviour ia a reault 
of their everipiawiBg 
tension to win Bat 
manyapaetlagwialdde 
care^diycuIUrmtethslr 

ooanie ategeoraft to Icaep 
the aro lights fbouaaad 
anthem 



T ake Garry 
Kaaparovfor 
ewAple Awortby 
auooeaaar to the asventuM 
(dieea wiaanl, Bobtty 
Slaober.IielBa 
paat-oiaaterat 
p^yohdlogioal and 
{Myobdo dianqpitiana and 
(danna to have in bla 
team a parapayohologiat 
to clutter tw miudwf bja 


opponent Karpov'saya 
that be haa been a victim 
of Kasparov^ mind 
attacka and felt > 

turtaulenoe m his brain 


during tbeir 1986 match 
inXiCi^bigrad Kasparov 
vrtkOse braSbnees IS by 
iiow dHse ftdkkjre also 
ereatbda isnsation 
wbsalib aoottwd Karpov 
afavixmlaitilis 


ir 



They are oharirtnatlo and 
fhunhoyant. OutntgeoixBaiiil 
IircmMative. And they uraaUy leave 
behind a trail of fines, penalties, 

nwi'lift.l and flffSSTlIllt. Thw 

are also sporting wonders who lend a 

amlmah nt I ’iM n. ' iljm Hf m rM* to tha gswiM*. 

Tli^ aim is just not to win bat to 
stay on top even if it means juggling 
between heroism and pettiness. Win 
1901 see the oonfinuous rise of these 
ecoentrio ohamptona? 



Tjm4ngy^ 

Mp tty it 

notes aopplisdbya 
traitor* Xaeparoivk 

ft ff -Tn p 

Bat beneath 


Kasparov^ bype is a 
genuisatteo^ He 
(xmttoaestostoaths 
cOmss trarUv^ aesf 
orsaWvs lutarpownsticins* 

Qlf IDOflli Wilf 


vtliii ast(ps ass. BsBore 
Ska ourMat world seclss 
Us mcH«ttag bf eacx) 
was tbs highest ever i& 
thshlstory cf chess 
sujTpMidiiif BcMgr 
FIsobei'sSTas. 

But bis pstaooal hfb is 

jw piftlly 

evemtM XnlseSin 
Seville (Spain) when bis 

title iPfM oga tlko lino 

against Karpov, the 
champiicm got off to a 
Sbakystart He 
acknowledged later that 
he had been distracted 
by nonohees events 
With his mercurial 
behaviour be was 
constantly m the 
limelight, which be 
seemed to enjoy—-in 
contrast to his more 
quiet and mtrospeotive 
rival Foroumple.the 
(diampion toede tune to 
promote his new book. 
Child of Cbonge, and he 
filmed oomnierciBls for 
Spaateh teteviaioxt The 
book made for lively 
debate between the 
contestants In it. 
Kasparov says bis rise 
was a result of Glasnost, 
pursued by Gorbachev, 
and that Karpov was a 
product of tbs old. 
oonaervative bourgeois 
regime 

Keeping up with the 
policy of openness. 
Ksiqtarov has now 
acqulxed a British 
maaagw to look after 
his financial and other 
professional interests. 
Heappearelivaon 
Western TV ttud has let 
btinseff be interviewed 
Iqrthei'VnybQy 
magaaine BeotnUyhe 
anarried Ihuda Arakjva.} 

Her ainviet news 
agency. WovostL 
The bae^ marriage 

«i>f hi y 

4ll|LCVJ9QQ|^ 

|y|(l|lpOlir 

IhurinblHgMowb m 


i 


% 










ISSi 


HMB[iodp« Sbflt 


. pMaruHf taatfU'lB 
' donliti Site cteimi 

.tjwtttixftiiii nIhwnptCTin 

' idhiBjniiMSty'viiAPoM 
yfy^ i B Mi ttiatoopie 
;<«tlbWmgaliamp. *1 
km doiiiitapy. All my 

trlMadv •» ihaire. i 
MmlderplflBixnver. ra 
A ■Uff,* ngrB the Soviet 
obew wiaard who io 
■hmdy amlUlonaize 
firam took rcqratltleB, 
aroearanoeltoeand 
tewijTMMtt^t MTntngg. 


L ike Kaaparov. 
mon^ has never 
been a problem for 
^ golf wonder man 
NiokFUdo. Oneof the 
greatest the sport has 
ever seen, he capped his 
career with a gd^ 
crown when he won the 
1990 St. Andrews 
Championship the 
asoond time in fbur 
years making him the 
greatest ever in the 
history of golf. But like 
Kasparov, he is not the 
gentleman vdiers his 
careCT is oonoemed. 

Intense and driven 
FaUo pilots his fhture in 
five year pians and 
worto rsisB t l c B sly on 
hiaiieme* ^t delate 

't|iiagrwteethe'atiE ' 
'dbicikia^d^Ceiillupid 

jgapwmshrtkiiifeh lilni for 
wrtiatibna with 
ttopiiis aiirtciHier . 

•jMriiiisoan toi ia d in t ytoqpt 



fiORMIIVMIISEMC ^ 


i”wipiQ auiHiiiiiiicuiroB Mil 


, knowmiMM^ 
hill FImmt tea 


’ flun I Jf M 

yaw apoit y«^ are marilyy you 
ara out toin tte oilier guy/ 


•,eun'ato».«i*as.A 
iniiiwr alsMgaapn 
■ wMitoiniristafedaa 
aeai!ltoklMtiteilo.itie 
theshookofeitoryane, 
{nsiiMad toe rola be 
apptodandtjyla 
suspended. 

ftismtlewcndertbat 
aBritiah paper tocte; 
"Ealdobsitoi lae in a 


Wtosyn Garden City. 
Sadly it remains quits 
big enoui^ to stage tha 
party when tha GB 

oomaa home in bia green 
iadEBt. Tbe fidende of 
yUdo are etui Ibw. ” 


^f^ WOOKER 
^j^dbempion Alex 
OUw HtgglnB too 
oannotliqr (dalm to 
having a kmg list of 
Msnda. Oneof ttiemoat' 
Kilted men in the Game, 
he won toe wortd 
dhampionShlpe in 1979 

•Old 10S9 but his wins 

and losses have left, 
bdiind atrail cf fines. 
paudtiSB. verbal and 
physioal assaults. IBs 
personal life too has 
heenevsntfid. in 1989 
he had A violent fig^ 
with his girUtiend who 

cut df her ssoond fioor 
apartment, tbs kSrtesb' 
fhUleftldinwitohsad 
and foot ix|]ui1a8.A'^ 
weak later to wMifttoa' 
'^haropsanC^pen'. , 

ready to partldpats 

dfliipHewaiRiltige^^KWi . 

Bisdootora. 

lbiadEi8.cm:aid''' -v' 




■i»2w‘StSSl^:• 
















c>enna doesi 11 

many friends on the 
circuit Bui he doeshiiye 
the support ot the HO^a 
backup team 








idiarge ctf sKidllxig out 
death thzwta to a Allow 
North Iielaiid player 

Diinwia Tajrlor. In hia 

peraonal llA too a oourt 
had fined him EStCXM) 
laet year for a druakaa 
teawl in which he 
amaebeduphie 
girl^dend'eflat. 

B^deapitehia 
<)Ci 0 hiloua outburete 
. Ifiggine lent colour to 
tiui game and ie held In 
. awe hy newoooaaeca. Says 
StagAmfiendry, !”AleK 


AYRTONSENNA 


In Iho Ainiralfan QiwnI Prix of 
1097. Mimwfln was i^obbmil 
w Senna aller a nMiap. 
Fcnow ooiiiitiyinen Nelson 
PkRMftlioo hasbeena vidini. 
WhOII PlMIOt 

lllltNMl nvraCOiVOa IwO 

resouming slaM a awMng 
gift fmnteeWm BiaxM^ 


faasatttl gotpobenUal to 
xoaiae it to the top oQoe 
again tf he oihoaaee to do 

■e.* But he JuMiiow IcMt 

hie i»wer due to Btaf 
abuin. 

aitddbrlnldnghtoaea . 
hliae^finatly .. 

4bM ■ •mnnia^g t 

IweJ^ gieen tqiand 
lahwayiiMnigeiii'ttt^.;;. 

. liiidlrtngiw^iiiidgi^^ 
hfWT? nsokbiftr 

4fthiNta> willitl^ott^ ^ < 

and■Iwi— ; 

hotwimpan 












m Kj 

tiiafiratiupCkxw 
Inmlivirlciilllw 
. tonipiijiitiioai IS^yatroML 
f^tgoMavborat upon tbs 
IfliudB moM with an 

■Mriiwlirmiiiinri nida 
^ smdBw Mad aaoowL 
iTbnd^MiiDln MoBdim 
tMkttqrMQr&ftWM 
ettv,* b^Mj^MMid 
adds* 1 know ran not 
orugr but ni nsver be a 
EyomBorg.l^ 
xnantalltf ia oompatitive 
and wbars 1 oome fhxitt, 
if Inyootaporlyoa an 
manly, 70 U an oat to 
get the other guy.” 

But of late Xvanlaevio 
haa let tenzda take 
pnoedenoe over hie . 
temper. Be baa vowed 
sot to let out a vcdley of 
abuaaa at every line call 
but eimidy to argue it 
out and alw not to break 
hia raoquet at every loae. 
“Suoh betaaviour la too 
ooat^ for my public 
image,” aaya Ivaniaevlo. 


A yrton SENNA, 
the maverick F-l 
champian 

couldn't can leaa for hia 
image. He ended the 
1990 aeaaon aa a world 
Champion and alao left 
bddndatrailcf 
oontrovw;^. At the 
SunakatmidL he banged 
hia^ into the car of hia 
. .Utter rival Alain Proat. 

' IfFroet had won the race 
hecould have become 
tiaecftarepioin tor the / 
foorih txm. But Senna 
bed other plana. So livid 
waa Froat thkt he later 
remarked; Ithotjght 
-Senna waa one of the 
htgBMi nee. But be la 
sot. Beiajuata 
diagniUng fWow.” 

BridWh ace driver 
NigelMaaaall would 
hflirt^ agree. Inthe 
AuatraUa Brand Piix of 
1987 ha waadfobbemd 





■■■ wWp MWm 




O0VC iior^Dflno ubbi* 
in Hm fiflilHiviCNii 


popularly cm the F-l 
cirouit. Bveryone knows 
that he willgo toeny 
eatentto win/Ohmon . 

tihart TTTTnafyjfIffI tlitt 

flouted the rulee but has 
bean hud^ to get away 
,wlUi Ul Snojift todiyr to 
'the mtiU.8dtfK)eiitredi>ut 
laeteat F-l driver with a 
xebovdSl pidepoaitlonia. 


gk DESCRlPnON 
jVm whkhi Would Biilt 
ii^iiCarilawiatoihe' 
hfli dnetd^m^tdciwU 
mendii^i9a#> hewte. 
iaalohelyjrimilMW 
havbigUBtmoBtofhie 
tri^debepaunorhU . 
vfflThal w tripl a ahtng i^ 
;iUlow •ihlekNii;;F(»r two 
yean niwr hehMi sotigot 
ttradof^tnftblgBen 

lAlywn hfltiinii 


by Senna aftera miabtq^." 
Feilcw ocmntrjman 
Nelacm Picfoet too has 
been a viodin. Ighsn 
Piquet marriedSanna'a 
fonner girlfriend he 
receive d tw o r e wapiidin g 


Ulqie se e wadding gift 

flKimtheflety 

Braafllan. 

Owpfte being twice 
j 8oDJto*9 toud 
behaafoor-has . 

h4M 
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NICK FALDO 


It is a little wonder that a 

Britishjpaper wrote: Faldo 
began life in a smaN terraced 
house in Welwyn Garden CHy. 

Sadly it remains quite bb 

enoi^h to stime the party 
when the US Masters 
Champion conies home in Ms 
green Jacket The friends of 
Faldo are stn few. 


'(kUggte*. SofUrknia is 
Jotmaon ttuit lie MQfs 
thetii e ftw t ing Carl 
Xewla ia e& obaeaeioit 
*TUBseklUm 
anare^wra.’^MQrt 
Jotanaea, "even m has 
bMA^end. He can't run 
away fiKnotSie now ” 
liyl^tly Uie jeers ana 
taunts oTIeneis base Mt 
Gsoftroi3il3d$pfqi^<d)G So 
is tbe tiaee with llonnee 
Ortlflth J<^|fner wliKMn 
again lerarla olaUquejiy 
aooueed of taking drugs 
Today lewis Is not m 
man wbo was oooe the 
darling of the oiowda. 
Fans are known to have 
Jeered him, DdiiBBgHHa 
are soared of hie pObicm. 
haite and experts 
believe that he will have 
scant chance against a 
n^venated Johnson 

M ike TYSON too 
Isrcguvenated 
and raring to 
go. Tbeomly trouids is 
he doesn't know who to 
fight agalitsttobeocmie 

nn —- 


a w<sM diamptcm. The 
nroHuidriDe jroungman 

if trwfrt 

lyi 

world And he has a 
hfiartyletDinatdh 
fights with his former 
wtBe ROb in Qhre ns are 
leglaa taMDsoohr, 
during the last ds^ of 
their msrriags, Tyson 
chased his wiXeafi over 
the hotel, heat her up 
and later Ipohed htaneelf 


in the bathroom 

hmg imoariouahr to a 

h s tean y* 

Inter in her divGroB 
jmfHvene eooueed 
Tyson of being 

wtio wee trying to do her 

^psuri from the meesy 
divorce, lysan'e life has 
hsen ntarw^lgrh^vm^ 


.. 

lipGWIMiy llliOTpj^* JmSfUr 

ihJMgJhaheib j 

WMIBII P ii IWfMira. TO^ggilBflBi J11W 

> Is ihs toi^ imd Ikowrthgi 
he is the gveafeMisvir ho 
iheeport. 


T his is unlike lan 

oriitiketing 
wonderboy, Who hes 
thrown hie career in the 
guttMT oefneumed by hie 
own xoaveridc Ulbstyle 
Boiheni first eame into 
world orioketing 
eonaenoe with hie fiste 


As a young man of great 
potential he was given a 
cricket eobOlarempby 
Australia There, while 
training, Botham 
ehowed his hitherto 


unknown personality 
tmte Oneeveninghe 
met the then Australian 

ftftinhim Turt ChaUIHlI 

who launched a bitter 
attack on EngUah 
encdmt sttltndee. fii a 


flash Botham was upon 

hitt uortrf mnnunfmif 

uponaetariSed 
Ckgppall ‘Wifialn 


legend was lying 

momomr. 

^IbGt WM thgfNDli ^ 

i, 1 heig 0 citiiy . 
L<iftlieg«aie,Uina ^ 
i.Ae w aoasee r 
paxpremed ■he worio 
juetiietim end looked 

bit aeetilaty vdtieb Tte 

Tfiftweon fielrdhl 

WOttMdWtfGM 


JU 
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ALEX HIGGINS 


Party hopping and tlrinkiiig 




Hb cueing hand has just 
given upandlhe wayward 
genius IS looking pale and 
nmt as he sits dtMn smokins 


pumt as he sits chain smoking 
with one hand and drinking 
with the other and moutMhg 
abuses in between gulps 


GARRY KASPAROV 


He appears live on Western TV 
and has let himseif be 
interviewed by Playboy 
maipzine. Recently he 
mamod Maria Aralova^ an 
English translator for a Soviet 
newsagimcy Novosti. The 
hasty marriage came after the 
end of his stormy affair with a 
Moscow stage actress Marina 
Heyiova. 16 years his senior. 


paternity is stH in doubt , 


iirMMtoiit OTW 

woidtf. iiiagi^oiilSbtt. 

X!i»nl|«f» 4 tf jNBfmjor 

oTlcnwvrltiiMmliiWaa 

IhdkiB 

.AadMtaia|av«w$»to 

(Sk^wtilrqiddlBai^ 




fitm ciontraot Tlw next 
momeed; he WQUU wiklk 
ftom ^hn cyOvoRte to 
uaui'a snartiMfets 
iilmoat a milliob pounds 
ilcv LeuloamiaTewMc^ 
and an ixmte hammer a 
fiBWflopi; Backdatbe . 
orkOst lleSd iMUkaeir up 
lilt wHudngaii^ bf 
oningktff vlotaric^ in a 

Aiwteullftin Li»d», 
idakuit alni^hS'liandad. 

■ But anon «wuati*oourt 

iWbiMfbidlUi&fuBfydr 


dniff ^^buwTMidting in 
tas^ponuy auapeUaioia 
fiKuntbegame. 

HHuyriikithorfJbave 
biadioPtyokouaiUjma 
UkB S&tbAnif 

iyano, Kkapa^and 
lasTbU' iaaaeget 
lOSlbto^elOhingtbfi 

aeta nf beraina and 
■dulMa^ PfocMiaJeaovai 
Bvan* wbbaCiited it' 
aBbtiitaaKt.nfaraUsle - 


itaamtmadreOnBdbgrtiif 
mim of Mohani jinadi^ i 
12 toNaat^,J 6 ui <■ j 
MaOnraotauiSiAibijr -, ■ ] 
J^alMr.TbataRAhaa . 


of ly^./va^iaavio,... 
lC88pttroir|iudtaw^. 
xaonvbQ^jl^^taatixif, 
auOcti^randabtki'^^ ' 

















Slim Waists Don’t 
Come Easy 


ARRYING on with 
the 

shoulder- widentv 
rs liad stal led 
discussing' last week, it's 
time to get used to the 
idea of pustv ' ups 
Agreed, most of you wall 
find these easy too. but it 
you’ve never dour 


|)ush ups before^ jl s 
‘ better to let you I body 
■ gel used to ttie strain 
; gradually. 

And renieinbei', tlie 
aim of doing so much 
' work for the siioalders 
• isn't just to fUl out the 
shirts admirably. Wr re 


also trying to cheat a 
little, .by making the 
waist look small in 
compai'ison! So if you ve 
just joined us here at the 
fitness c.olumn. don't get 
put oft with thr 
inuscl(‘ - building stuff. 
It's ttie w’aist—tlie visual 
angle, tor now'-tliat 


wc't'C adiiaHy tac-^iuig' 
Th(^ fist puSll- up Wi: 11 
d(> this week isn't. 
acluaJiy a jiu.sfi-np, it's a 
Knee High Ihistiofl 
Fhuting your hands on a 
knee high surface, 
slowly lower voui'sell by 
bending the elbows till 
your chest touches tlK* 





























S})ril y<: i I.: r j Kill (I s liJ't' a t 
'1 pii^ij ycKirst^l 

[);f; k U) iIh' starting 
[)■ jsit Mjn. Sl jool f OT :10 
j'r ps, (uno t h(- 

'irxl vcrsum (nice that 

irt'ls <MSy. 

N('w l(' luovr LUilo tlu‘ 
i Mi'C'oy-a push- - u}>. 

\ ut. a pa I'tiai one to start 
. ill V.. iin. IU’cici lor i lu' 

\ iooT no iriort* chU V 
dall,\'i!U' wUh ohcrst and 
u aist - iiijL;'h aroas - -wjtli 
your hands ahoiil 
shoulder - width apaiM 
Ai'Uis are kepi 
absolutely straight, with 
the (dhows loc ked Now' 
bend tin? elbows and 
lower your upper body 
towards the ground till 
y () urchin is a bo u t s i x 
inches away troin tlu' 
floor From here. 



straipi'hten your* arms to ; 

return to the starting; | 

position. Ann tor i 

reps, p;ra,duatin^ to the ; 

next one once Uiat 
becomes easy. 

ddiis one’s a ^'ood. ; 

ol'tashioned one.. ,the 1 

Marine Push -uj) In j 

basically the saim* } 

starting; position as Mu* ’ 

piawMOus exercise, ilii.s 
time towel' your uppei' 

1 Hn.ty Li 11 the cUiesi ; 

trmches the floor Tiieii 
.slcjwly strain hti?II tlie 
a inns till you are back in 
the starting, [>ositiou, 

( )ni.:e thi.‘, p't'ts so emsy 
thou you can do dozens 
of rc-p.s w'itliout teidinp- 
the sti'aiii, h s tinu‘ to 
exj)er!nu‘nt witli ttie 
re-aJ 1 y Kjup h on(?s 
Put fr)]'those, y(nkll 
have to wnol id) next 
week. )'a1ie:ic(' 














wMmi 


J C^D9Baxsum'w»Mb(mihi3KamiM9Vymta 
ago, on November 7« 1963. ffisfUbiar Ken 
was in the anny. When Jolm waa 13 the 
fainUyiooTOd to Lo n don. He went to . 
Marytobone Gtamniniar School where he got 
fiveO-levels. At 17 he Joined WatfbrdFC. 
quickly beooining one of their star players. After 
aiz years, he moved to liverpocd where he has 
been playing brilliantly for the last three seaso n s. 
In ISSShewaseleotedFootoolleroftheTear.the 
first Uaolc playw toheso honoured. He has got 
60 caps for Bi^land. It is agreed by everyone in 
football that he is one of our most naturally 
talented players. It is also generally agreed that 
he did not shine in Italia 90. 

*1 can still clearly remember my first view of 
London. It was early on a Sunday morning in 
January and we were flying from Jamaica to 
Heathrow. Fd been worried at first about leaving 
home. I had so many friends in Kingston and I 
was Just about to i^art smiior achod. The plane 
got lower and lower and I was staring out of the 
window, looking at Lcmdon for the first time, 
feeling a bit apprehensive. 1 suddenly saw all 
these football matchee around Heathrow. It was 
mainly klda, but they had proper goal poets and 
lineamen. They looked to me ]^e little 
pro-players. In Jamaica we 
never had the proper kit when we played 
matches. 1 thought, this looks great. I'm going to 
like this..' 


W HILE still at school, he waa invited 
along with some other likely boys to 
train at Queen's Park Rangers, which ia 
the London team he supported. T turned 
up at Rangere one evening in February and 
found the place cloeed. Smneoine told nw there 
was no more training for boys till April. eo that 
put me off. Whan Watford came along, and asked 
me to sign forma for them. 1 said yes.' 

His parents were about to return to Jamaica 
and they wereoonoerned about him staying in 
England on lua own. i tom my mum not to 
worry. I waa going to be the beat footballer in the 
woarld. 

Td grown to love England, and wanted'ip stay. 
I was lucky in going to Watford. I waa in the fir^ 
team in two mdnihe. Sverythii^ teas eaciting. I 
never f^t lonely. I was well lookM efter by tlmm.' 

But whattdiout eaceeeeat the veiy top, pitying 
tor England, aeFtogfbnd'e first reoQgnteedbtodc 
star p^er? Not qi^eeoontlirtent, alee. 

Atone tbhe, xbeny BtifiahbpMiM 
shake th^ heads whemthey saw talBnted.blaflk 
pkqrera. They etkrt off but Ihey ain't got the 


John does 
get taunted 
by rival 
supporters 
with racist 
shouts, 
“tt’s 

meaningle¬ 
ss. They 

shout 

anything at 
yon,” says 
John, "Off 
the pitch, if 


TiTW 


made racist 
remarks In 
the street, 
then that 
wenldlis 
different, 
andiweuld 
retaUate” 

























p^t’^iapp^ 


(^WWBCWjT 

. !5BSiiN<lit^t^)ii{iiWM Kndftit, I ironld 

HrL Tou moaept 

WidlpLltlhOM^^Tbitf^iibo^ Jurt 

oiroouMexoMs near aam, lut i 
iilWi|wigBi|om t^m. ft jioneat^ 

. xm. Offtba ptteih. if wmaoDa aiade vaeiat nmaria 
la tte cti!^, than thM'm>u]d be dtfBmnt, and I 
.^ataa^iMalliiite,^:.. 

i’tbdior.Mpai^a^^ pliiyiar.jiepplexeeotto 
bW luir^^e gftuaovoiw liEwilba^ 
biatdc fiMibaUttr amn j^liverpcv^ 
caux» alonv tftaiA bwibaan eery 
idiqrBrs., Jfolm ia tlw one 1» itudu imiiaxto ab^ 
hiaocdour. 

1WM with faini aeoUide of eraaksa ago at Aafield 
after fccaiidzis. as^ I waa tAiattiair him about 
the real paraCTaalitlea cf theLteerpooil dreaalTig 
room. You know, there iaalwaya a joikar, for 
iaKample. Yea thaYBgtaireyiool> TOwre’aalwaye 
aoiuecmewhogetateaaed. Tbat'al^vklBurrowa. 
And thare’a bound to be a moaner, thane always 
ia. and aomeone they all hate. So where do you fit 
in, John, whaX'a your petoelved oharaoter in the 
(hwaaini^TOQm? 

Ide? Didn't you notioe? rm the bladk player.’ 

OK. John. You win. Well move on to the next 
oonaldeeation, whkdi ia one of dlaae. 

John Bamea ia middle elaae. Ihatia fur more 
lemarlcaWettian hie colour. Such anlTnalB rarely 
exist inprofieaaional football. Infaotlam 
pondering hard and oanl think of one other 
player in the firet dlvlBion who ie middle obtae. 
Ykue, ifaaiwjM one or two gxaditatee, but they 
ocpae fi ijomtiieewrto 

. Jfiilni*aflit^>iirleenfl<Bcmraw^ 
.teidtmdettw^^ tie oamato London ea a 

afrtWtaryaittaphe. Heteae 
toiliie tmajcgof pcae^^ quite rebeatly. aa 

-dMnd^dl^iafaMfof Jamaica. Be ie 
dtiwytmiidbigiwbi^^ 
jl^n^^BiHDqaBi.baohil^oiuidlmreivvantf 

■'''li^jHWi a w . tiBr n wliheewi a hint cf ailvw cm 


- .hifihiikiebfaiCMMftom^^ 


^vtVj f-TTfcfw Tr.'j 1*11 i j. 



N ot long ago the phone inhie UvaKpool fiat 
wae out tdfbeoauee he didn't pay tte bfibi. 
He eama plenty of monv *B h ntar pfaigter.. 
QfTiJie patoa pe aup irUacee quite am.T&ia 
Cbriatmae, Ibr exemple, there jea-sdule eideoflii' 
eele, devoted to his lifb <TbeJhim fiarneiejStinT;. 
fi9.99fhmivideostooaciiiata). fthJustfiiatheJIxula 
opening boring letfeere, peybigtdlhi. writing 
letters, a ipt tedidue. Suigr, the mcfirnr of his 
children, had to oordact the phone peopietaake. 
exo u e e afcr him, and getldmoenneetpd again. 

pOTiolirt lift' 
BieknaU fiist beoame Idagirifi'I^M Waiter 
when hemovad into digs next dportpbar.Yfaqir, 
have fived togetheraow for alMMdaht jrearelmd 
have Jamie, aged five, emd^driBaa.eM^ 
WhenheiBovedtp]:«|i:iihxpcx3l.thegr1^^ 
boueein the Wiirelahd funiMiedit iaait^ 

Suay hated livia|«tlieie. flhn mimpai^tcituSBV 
ahdlifbl*cdtinfiirtA'AyeiarjMp»iiiliieaoidd;^lm ' 
ftxmloii^gBr.eQlhmretdd^Wliediaehifi^ . 


' *i*’*Vt tT'- '4 V'* ■ 


n gWglre^WtlP 


V -j..~77*TiiiT v' 

i ■/' TmT/ 
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■ DRIVE IN MOVIES 


AMRITRAJ ENTERTAINMENT 

4^f|PORT and the with a lot of 

5^ entertainment success—<at each and 

K^business are every major 

very similar,” says tournament. Now 

movie mogul and Amritraj Jr. is finally 

ex-tenms star, Ashok doing what he always 

Amriiraj. •‘The only wanted tu du, 

Way to succeed is to directing from 

dive straight in. ” That behind the camera. “I 

was the advice he had always wanted to be 
received nine years behind the camera 

ago from actor friend though no-one in my 
Charlton Heston and family wanted me to 

Sidney Poitier. make the switch,” he ' 

It’s really difficult explains, 

to digest how Ashok’s company 

successful the Amritraj 

youngest of the Entertainment is 

Amritraj brothers based in Santa 

has become. Once Monica, California 

upon a time he played but he was in Hong 

tennis—though not Kong recently, to 





Ashok Amritraj with 
six-time Miss Olympia 
Cory Everson and 
martial star Van 
Damme 


shoot a film titled Everson, six times 

Double Impact which Miss Olympia, whom 

he is CO- producing Amritraj describes as 

with Belgian martial the‘female Arnold 

art star Jean Claude Schwarzenegger’. 

Van Damme. The film The man sure is in 
also has Cory good company 



END OF THE RASTA 


NOAH'S GRASS PROBLEM 

J UST when Andre Agassi has agreed to give 
Wimbledon a look up another of the time worn 
heroes on the pro tennis cimiit has decided to 
call it a day. It’s Yannick Noah who’s saying 
goodbye this time. Noah’s reason for calling it a day at 
the Big W is that in the not so recent past he has 
b^n subjected to a senes of humiliating defeats 
there. French Cameroonian star has never got 
past the third roipid at the courts of the AU 
Engltmd Club. 

Dennis Ralston, Noah’s coach for a brief while 
last year believed that Wimbledon was the ideal 
hunting ground for Noah’s big serve and acrobatic 
athletic style. Noah had agreed to give it one last 
shot, last June but the result was a first round 

straight se-ta defeat. 

A morose Noah later said, “I love the tradition of 
Wimbledon W I’m never playing there again, at 
least not in the singles. On grass you not only have 


to serve well but also have to return serve 
superbly. The return of serve is probably the worst 


part of my g^e and it was cruelly exposed last 
time. For years, I got frustrated losing early on. 


playing like an average player no matter how hard I 
tried. It was really embarrassing.” 


Maybe you should visit that witch doctor who 
lashed you the panthers tail to cure you last 


time, Yannick. 


NoaliiOItgrMa 










MOOR OF everything! 


BEST STROKE 



■■|WENTY<«iz year old Adrian Moorhouse is a 
I teal cool customer. In fact, if the 6ft 1 in tall 
JL hulk had not been a swimmer he would 
probably (with a little bit of luck) have been a 
sHMtifif at NASA. 

For a swimmer, Moorhouse is big, really big. 
His hands and feet are huge, like paddles. He’s 
got an enormous diest, too. "That’s because of 
my asthma,’’ he explains between wheezing. 
"My asthma had a lot to do with me going into 
swimming. At school, I couldn’t run a 100 yards 
race without running out of breath. So I saw a 
specialist and he told me to swim. It would help 
widen my diaphragm and increase my lung 
capacity.’’ 

His lung capacity is now about 7.7 litres! 
Double timt of a normal human being. But the 
most notable among his statistics is his IQ of 170 
which idaces him among the top one per cent of 
mankind. "All that means I have a great 
capacity for knowledge. In fact, I don’t have 
much knowledge,” he admits. 

Mooriiouse refused a svrimming scholarship 
at the University of California in 1982. In 1987, 

he promptly went and sat for his Mensa—the 


Moorhouse; Abnormal 
IQ and lung capacity 





high octane brainpower soaety. "I see Mensa as 
my badge, my diploma,” he said. "At least until 
I get one from University.” 

But he has false hopes when it comes to his 
pet event: die lOOmts breaststroke. His 
ulthnate timing? "Zero seconds,” he snapped. 
Sony Adrian, after seeing you coming second to 
Rossa in Perdi recmtly we feel you’ll have to 
wait sometime to realise your dreams. 







HANS ACROSS EUROPE 


WHEN TIME RAN OUT 

M ost of us saw PSV’s Hans Van 

Breukelen in action in India during the 
Super Soccer laugh-riot but what most 
of us didn’t know was that on his return to 
the Netherlands, one of Europe’s finest 
goalkeepers might be without a job. In fact, 
Van Breukelen may have played his last 
match for PSV Eindhoven. 

Breukelen’s contract with PSV expires this 
season and he will be free to negotiate offers 
from abroad. In fact he has already 
negotiated with Brian Clough of Nottingham 
Forest, Breukelen’s former club. 

PSV have already offered Breukelen a new 
contract and it is to be signed by February 1. 
So time is running out for Nottingham 
Forest to complete a deal with Breukelen. On 
the other hand if Breukelen does not sign the 
contract PSV offers him, the offer will 
withdrawn. The goalkeeper had that in mind 
when he made a sudden airdash to England 
and hoped to continue negotiations with 
Forest after his return from India. 

This is probably going to be the most 
difficult decision of bis career, it’s just a 
matter of time. 









W AR What a dm 
aster—thanks 
mainly to the 
wax p e d 
thoughts of one man 
And the blood has 
started flowing in the 
Gulf 

Not smpnsingly ev 
ery place m tins woi Id 
even editoiial ol/ices of 

liariit ul t" sspijil'j 

zines IS abuzz with the 
topic Jargon like Sc uds, 
Stealth and Patriot are 
tossed around with 
casual abandon 
Strategies are analysed 
Often criticised As 
though each of these 
armchair Field Maishals 
IS a battle scarred veter¬ 
an Iraq's ploy of using 
POWs as human shields 
draws a imxed response 
While the humanitarian 
faction feel its mighty 
cruel, the practical 
group say all’s fair in 
love and war , , 

In the middle of all the 
missile strikes and air 
raids, sport—hey, thats 
my job, remember' —has 
kept lumbering on Rele 


fm 


'nem\ 


gated to a poor second 
place surely But still 

very much happeninp^ 

The English are desper¬ 
ately trying to figure 
out a way of handling a 
rejuvenated Bruce Reid 
Edberg is halfway to an 
Australian Open title 
And at home, the 
national hockey and 
football teams played 
perfect hosts when they 
allowed visiting teams to 
win their respective 
tournaments 
Which brings me to 
the point in an age 
where we have analysed, 
reanalysed -and re 
reanalysed even—the 

futility of war, why were 

people allowed to start 
pulling triggers*? 
Couldn't all those nego¬ 
tiators figure out some 
other wav of settling 


this issue*? Especially 
since they had all of six 
monthe to work with 

Why on earth wasn’t 
sport uaed*^ Sure, its 
physical Even violent at 
times But it’s governed 
by rules, and the issue m 
settled within a set time 
period If 1 may I d like 
to draw a parallel with 
my school days Stu 
dents of St Xavier s Cal¬ 
cutta of the ’708 vintage 
will surely smile when 
they recall the all-too- 
popular challenge “Meet 
you at 3 30 backficld” 
Those were fighting 
words But very rarely 
did it dogonerate into a 

scrap Both protagon 
ists, and then suppor¬ 
ters, would descend onto 
the sports field situated 
at the back of the 


Maybe Messrs. Bush and Hussein should have used sport to settle their dispute 



school—hence, away 
from disciplinarian 
03 ^ 66 —and make a show 
of muscle The pomt m 
question eventually 
being earned over into 
the next hockey or foot¬ 
ball match these two 
played against each 
other 

Maybe Messrs Bush 

and llugsein &hould 

have chosen their best 
team and sent them out 
to play on some neutral 
venue The stakes—the 
same objective these 
guys have in mind while 
resorting to such mind¬ 
less mayhem resulting 
in the death and maim¬ 
ing of innocent people 

’The Americans would 
have preferred a game of 
baseb^I. American foot¬ 
ball or even basketball 
But considering the Ira¬ 
qis don’t play any of 
those, it’d probably have 
been a game of soccer 

Not too bad, since the 

Yanks are playing host 
to the world in three 
years and the Iraqis are 
a force to contend with 
in the Gulf 

Or It could even be 
made one-on-one A 
spectacular show of 
strength where USA's 
chosen one is pitted 
agamst his Iraqi coun¬ 
terpart Either in un¬ 
armed combat or some 
display of speed or 
strength On land or in 
water All that had to be 
done was decide on the 
event, make a date, pre¬ 
pare for a couple of 
months and settle the 
issue 

But then again, know¬ 
ing the stubborn atti¬ 
tudes of both countries, 
they d probably have 
started unbuttoning 
their holsters while 
arguing about which 
sport to choose' 

Maybe this isn’t such a 
good idsa after all 
PradMp PmiI 
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Lwt dal* tor Nbinllllng compMed 
Entry Forms atong with Enlry Pm ol 
Rs.S/-:1»hFsbniaty1M1 


Dgdioaira to the spirit of harmony 

A fitting ^me at a fitting time for a sporting event which 
attracts^Wicipants in great numbers from every corner of 
our vast Obuntry the Rath Indian Open Marathon 

This year fte Rath Marathon will be run on February 17th, 
1991, at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, Sam onwards 

Attractive Priies 

The winning runners will be awarded trophies, medals and 
anractive cash prizes m compliance with the rules of the 
International Amateur Athletics Federation 

Special Features 

• open to men and women over 18 years 

• Veteran section for men (over 40 years) and a special 
section for women veterans (over 35 years) 

• Certificates for completing the Marathon in a specified 
time 

• Rath Half Marathon to be run on the same day Open to 
men and women over 15 years 

• Free board and lodging for all outstation participants for 
the night before the Marathon 

• Recognised by the Amateur Athletics Federation of 
India (AAFI) and Delhi State Amateur Athletics 
Association (DSAAA) 

For Entry Forms contact:— 

Hony Secretary 
Rath Indian Open Marathon 
Shriram Foods & Fertil'ser 
Industries 

Sth Floor, Kanchenjunga, 

1S, Barakhamba Road, 

New Delhi-110 001 

Available from 10 30 A M to 
530 P M on weekdays and 
l030AMto130PMon Exploring the horizons of 

Saturdays human endeavour 



'T-ehirlt ml/be posted to psrticipanfs after the event 
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\ND YOU THOUGHT WE ONLY DELIVERED DOCUMENTS! 


DHL moves millions of packages and 
documents around the world each year. 
In fact, we handle packages of up to 
30 kilograms each. Of course, we 
continue to be the International leader of 
document air express services as well. 


We are listed in the Yeliow Pagesn’elephone Directories. 


So next time you have a package or 
document, call DHL. We deliver on time. 
Everytime. 




womawKX eftmess*. 

: DHL THE COURIER DIVISION 0P'i|aRFREIGHT UMITED. 

You're in safe hands all the way. 

































/ 






V 






PoOi.l BvHV 






■zw 


‘■'I’V' 


-^V\e 


















-j;. ^’y-r*- ' , /:/r, .<r,. • - 

:'l-V‘:’. ><: --■; 

is-'■••;-'„ • • ’V..-'.;''*'^**!;.!. •■ •:i'/'^“ 

■j'--::.' 't ■>•/'•;.'•-•.-'- /-■■■N'iv' ■ ,- r'-' - ■ 

•\. ■ *V ■ ■ ' - .'1 “V*w^ ' - . '1 * 

S'-'"' 

‘•' ..'7.'"'' 'a'*#' 

‘'SI', : . i*" .‘y * . . » 


•'.; ■■. ;<■ . ,, 1 , ■■ -• ■ ?•,.' ,;:: ■"•' • 

^■>‘1 ■• < ,". * ^ ^ ••■^ 'f^*' tiP'f j .- 

'. - .f ‘ . 'Cv' ■’ "j 

B^»Wi»tilhO'r>t^ Piiani . 





I ^porfsiwnnft/i 


6'l2Fabniwy 1W1 Vokim* 12 kmit 12 
An iiwwnte Baiar hiMOilion R*. 7 00 


CONTENTS 


n Shiny Abtahini: OorMback Mama 

7S Ban Johnson- Running On Empty 

TlPrtvalaEyB 

MNawslnPiciiinn 

tt FiMwhoolinQ 

And All Other Ragular Faaturaa 


Cover photograph by Shipra 
Shukla 

Poster photograph by Action Plus 
All illustrations by Debashish Deb 


Editor Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

AasMant CSMor Andy O Bnan 

ChMSuMMlor Pradeep Paul 

e aWoTia i eiall: Subhasn Swear, Suprakaan 
Qtwahal. RoMt David Bninalh, Avik Lae 
ShavanSebasMan, RolMn Chaliaijae 
Madiaa Cowaapandam; Partab Ramchand 

^MURiv i^iiQVDQniipiiVf • wwTiii unBnocnfliyB 

Art OlfMtor. Amiya Bh«iiaehafya 
9l0n Om lgn m9 : S«nirGiawas.AflAKb«r 
Mir» «nd BhMMtr 0«s 
EdHoHrt Mmltumim Franic Qomw> Sujh 
Qhofth 

PMMfh0dMpra>iMl9rAr)#n(MBw«rPatr^ rrom^ft 
fl PraMt Svkw StfBVt Cileun» 700 OOt 
toy flHlff Kumar Bmu 

AiritMCtiarQaforSHrMQBr m OaHu end Tripura 20 pawa 
North eariain Staiaa-^ paAto 


1 fi BoiiIb Beaker 
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Soft, cuddly looks ore out. Now it's all about macho he-men 
and sinewy, strong ladies. Robin Chotterjee prowled Bombay's 
film city to find out how the stars stay in shape, and found out 
that sport does play an integral port in each one's life off the 

sets 


Lanshma Kapoor scion of the 
Kapoor khandaan prefers the 
do-it-at home gadgets Not for 
her the regular visits to the 
gym Us stars iust don t have 
the time she cooes So the 
cycling machine and the Jane 
Fonda cassettes are tust what 
the doctor ordered 
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Aey man. i have the power! Those are the 
vibes the Deadly Dutt seems to be passing 
around. In terms of physique Sunjay Outt's 
second to none, “The gym is my second 
home,'' he says. But it looks as though he’s 
taken up permanent residence there! 











/^fish called Sonu*^ Making 
quiteasplashisthe 
model-tumed-actress Sonu 
Walia as she cleaves through 
the water and keeps herself in 
great shape I simply love 


swimming she gushes Keep 


It up Sonu and we re cure a 


lot more people will do so too' 



It reehand forms the corepoint of Sanjay Kapoor s 
fitness concept A tnfle offbeat in his approach 
cos It s the solitude of the beach he prefers this 
brother of Anil Kapoor is muscling up for his entry 
into stardom The results are slow but sure 




























Dekho dekho 
dekho.Archana Puran 

Singh may have pumped iron 

with Naseeruddin Shah for the 
camera in Jalwa, but off the 
sets she prefers a more 
feminine fitness program;' 
read aerobics, fellas. Does it 
help? Take a look at her now, 
and you’ll see how gorgeous 
the dividends are 



w. 


ith all her sporting 
pursuits—squash, karate, 
riding, swimming—where 
does Raveena Tandon find 
time to apt? Well, "if you 
wanna do it. you can" is her 
answer. And judging by the 
Intensity with which she attacks 
that small squash ball, she 
could just as.easiiy swap her 
acting career for one in the 
glass-backed courts! 
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•ive years ago |ust as lazy housewives realised how out 
of shape they were Rekha was a messiah Doingadesi 
version of Jane Fonda she started her Mind and Body 
Temple The message*^ Get fit— and stay tit—with yoga 
And her line^ Pack that fat< 






Iwne of the sweaty muscle-pumpin stuff for filmdom s 
rising star Madhuri Dixit She s into more cerebral pursuits 
Like chess Not that it shows on her body The slim svelte 
ek do teen girl sharpens her killer instinct in between takes 
And isn t that what you need to reach the top^ 
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top gawking cmonand | 
]omme Hold it hold it guys 
Poo]a Bedi s only doing her 
share to spread the fitness 
message And for those of you 
ladies who scream at the sight 
of iron take a look at this 
beauty Hersecret'^ I work 
out hard and eat right it sure 
shows' 
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E very kid who’s held a tennis racket thinks of No, i, To 
be the best. 

That, if there's a better player around, he must be 
walking funny and talking funny, because he ain't from 
this planet. Aliens don't count. Human endeavour does 
It is a fair description of Boris Becker 
We have known for long that he has the requisite talent. It is also 
admitted, though in some quarters reluctantly, that he posessess at 
least a streak of genius. If these are innate, then for Boris Becker we 
must also say, that he has worked well, and hard, to make best use of 
them. 

Becker’s endeavour, his pursuit for greatness, through times both 
troubled and pleasing, is best exemplified by the fart that he has 
become No, 1,66 months after his first Wimbledon win Indeed, he 
was first No. 2 as far back as September 8, 1986. 

It has been a long time by any standards It is indicative of the 
demands placed upon a player if he desires greatness, it also explains 
how valued No. 1 is 

He might have been the best player in the world in 1989 after * 
reaching the French semi-finals, taking home the Wimbledon and 
US Open titles, and finally the Davis Cup. But he was not No. 3. And 
although it reopened arguments over the computer's ranking 
system, some of them impressive arguments, nothing changed. The 
computer asked for consistency, 12 months of it, and Becker didn't 
have that. 

He was not brilliant in 1990- he could not alter his damning 
record of never having won a tournament on clay, he lost to Kdberg 
at Wimbledon, to Agassi at the US Opcm, to Agassi again at the ATP 
Championships. He raced Edberg for the No 1 sptot late in the year 
but was narrowly edged out Yet he was winning more than losing, 
he was there, chipping away, and that was vital 

The Australian Open was the very last place where Becker was 
expected to lead a charge. In the past, he'd been iis successful there as 
McEnroe is in keeping his hair And when Omar Cainporese took 
him valiantly to a fifth set in the third round, it kxikod like the 
missing jinx had finally re-appoared 

Camporese was defeated, but not, it tiaiispired, the jinx. On the 
morning of the final, a lower back muscle spasm, resulting in a 
vertebrae rubbing against his sciatica nerve, had Becker in agony 
and down 0-5 to Lendl in the first sot. 

Bye. bye Boris? No, bloody way It was bye-bye Lendl, as Becker, 
first tentatively, like a violinist checking his strings, and then later, 
explosively, like an orchestra at full tempo, made wonderful music 
with his racket. He was too quick, too strong, too brave. Uxi 
intelligent for Lendl, or any man who would have been there. He will 
wonder when he sees the video tape, of whether he has played as 
outstandingly ever before To outrally, outhit, outtlnnk a well tuned 
Ivan Lendl, from the baseline ^ what arrogano©, wliat magnificence. 
No man has become No. 1 in better style—a style that makes it 
inconceivable to begrudge him his greatness. 

Coach Bob Brett, who has worked tirelessly for and with Becker, 
cried. So perhaps did Becker, as he inexplicably disappeared for five 
minutes just seconds after he had won. 

When he returned, and tremulously accepted his prize, he could 
not speak on the microphone as all champions Down Under are wont 
to. All he could manage was, “I don’t know what to say. This is too 
§ unbelievable”. 

S Well, so is he. 





TOMMY HINDLEY 







David McMahon writes from 
Melbourne on an unpredictable 
tournament, where Boris Becker 
became world No.l and Steffi 
Graf fell from grace yet again 


OU learn something^ new about 
Bqti 3 Bcck.er witK overv Grand 
Siam tournament you cover Here* 
at Melboui no less than fui hour 
aftei he had taken not only the 
Australian Open crown f rom 
ciefenrting champion Ivan Lendl 
lout the woi Id No 1 rank mg also 
Becker was opening up hia heart 
to EuiopedU ]ouTnalists who had 
i 11 St watched him as an 
.uionymous junioi 
Talking abcmt the pi ossui e of 
lX5ing a world lanked pilayei he 
gunned as he confessed 


^'Sometimes I have these 

fantaoieo *' WZiAt fantaoiea the 

media probed"^ “No, no. not those 
sort of fantasies, * laughed the 
new world No 1 "I fantasise that I 
am just an everyday sort of 
person I fantasise that I am a 
journalist in Hamburg, oi a taxi 
di n ei in New York Just your 
ordinary sort of person ’ 

Here was the new world No 1 
who had won his first Grand Slam 
titleat theageof 17 Now he had 
made history once again as the 
fii St German to win the premier 








tennuB tournament m this 
country, as well as the first 
German ever to take the world 
No 1 rankuig On a less serious 
note, he almost had the shortest 
reign as world No 1, for, less than 
a minute after he had sealed the 
match and flung his racket high 
into the stands m dehght, Becker 
had vamshed 

He sprinted down the tunnel 
leading through the underground 
car park and ran out onto busy 
Batman Avenue, the street that 
runs alongside the Yarra river, 
which m turn runs parallel to the 
stadium There, to the collective 
surprise of astounded motorists. 
Becker did a victory jig and. 
screammg for joy, released the 
pent up pressure with glee 
Drivers who recogmsed him 
honked their horns to salute him 
yet the German could just as 
easily have been run down by a 
spee^ng car 

With Lendl beaten 1 6 6-4, 6-4 
6 4 Becker spoke frankly of the 
victory dance on Batman Avenue 
* It 8 a special feeling and you can*t 
plan it Obviously it’s a very 
wonuerrui moment ana i couidn t 
find the words to address the 
crowds It will take many weeks to 
realise what 1 have done I will 
have to sleep on it many nights 
before I realise this It’s difficult to 
explain what it means to me 

‘ I’ve been so close for so many 
years and I didn t expect to make 
the final step here I had to move I 
couidn t sit down and relax I went 
outside to a park where there were 
a couple of trees” 

Speakmg of the injury that had 
occurred with the muscle spasm 
m his back, early in the match, 
Becker said “The back was stiff 
and I couldn’t move it at the 
beginmng But after an hour it 

otarted to feel better Todd Snyder 

the trainer, tried to stretch me out 
and rubbed hot cream on the 
muscle spasm and that helped me 
no end 

*1 am not the type of person who 
likes to be world No 1 for five 
years I would hke it to be that 
way, hut then 1 would like to move 
on in my life, to do somethm g 
else I hope I can be strong enough 
to stay on top for a couple of 
years ” 


“I’m a person hke Mats 
Wilander. very extreme and 1 have 
to be very careful I also have a 
little fear that it doesn’t go on and 
on Bob Brett, my coach, and I 
have been together three and a 
half years now and it’s a very 
special moment for him too It’s 
very special as he is from this 
town 

“It’s a very emotional time You 
go through a lot of ups and downs 
with an athlete 1 guess this is the 
icing on the cake It’s always a 
great moment when there are so 
many people here who have 
helped me In the past, one of the 
greatest problems here in 
Melbourne was the heat and 1 
wanted to make sure that this 
time I got the feel of it ’ 

Lendl, beaten just when he 
looked set to achieve a hat-itnck of 
Australian Open victories, was 
more eloquent than Becker at the 
post match trophy presentation 
There was a certain sadness about 
him, a certam air of resignation 
Here was a man who had fought, 
had used every weapon in his 


"Idioifglif my 
strategy wot right. I 
tried to moke Boris 
play great shots# and 
he did. I didn't lose hy 
being possive. I tbok 
chances, and it {ust 
didn't work out" 
--4van Lendl 










axeeual and yet had not had the 
heavy artillery to dislodge Becker. 
Yet» despite the transparent 
sorrow, Lendl was gracious. 

“I thought my strategy was 
right. I tried to make Boris play 
great shots, and he did. I didn’t 
lose it by being passive. I took 
chances, and it just didn’t work 
out.” 

Just as Lendl had been beaten 
and had lost his crown. so too had 
Steffi Graf, the only difference 
being that Graf, who has now 
gone without a Grand Slam win in 
12 months, managed to retain her 
world No. 1 ranking. Graf, beaten 
for the first time in Melbourne 
since 1988, had lost, surprisingly, 
to Czechoslovakia’s Jana Novotna 
in the quarter-finals. Novotna, 
emboldened, then beat Arantxa 
Sanchez to move into a Grand 
Slam final for the first time in her 
life. Winning the first set, 7-5, 
against world No. 2 Monica Seles, 
she then lost her grip on the 
match and won only four games 
in the next two sets, going down 
5-7, 6-3, 6-1. 

Seles, as always, was 
pluiosopmcai after her victory. 
Unwilling to gloat about her 
second Grand Siam title, she 
offered introspection instead: 
“When 1 lost the first set, I just 
said to myself, ‘forget it and play’ 

**I still think that in my game I 
can improve as much as I want 
myself to. I saw how Steffi was 
playing. 1 saw how Gaby (Gabriela 
Sabatini) was playing, after the 
long break. I know what 1 have to 
work on when 1 go back home 
because I am going to have a long 
break. 1 just think I have to 
improve my serve a lot. It’s jiist 
really bad. I mean, if I could have 
the consistency of winning my 
service games the way some 

pUtyers do it, it would be much 

better. 

‘Tm going to experiment when I 
get back. It might not work for a 
couple of weeks, so 1*11 need at 
least a month. I have a pretty good 
kick serve when I want to use it. I 
just don’t have the power 
serve.. .the power to serve an ace 
when you really need it. 

Novotna, understandably 
subdued after her loss, despite the 
fact that her world ranking had 


improved from 12 to 8, said: ’1 felt 
before this tournament that 1 
always had a very tough draw. 
When I got to the quarters or 
semis I was too tired to play 
against the top players. 1 have had 
so many tough matches in this 
tournament, and even last week in 
Sydney and that made me very 
strong, mentally and physically. 

Novotna emphasised that Graf 
still deserved to be world No. 1. 

“It’s not one match or the 
tournament. It’s how you play all 
the time in all the tournaments 
and Steffi is still the best. 

“It’s interesting 1 ended up 
playing tennis, a highly 
individual sport, but I started just 
for fun. We had the courts next 
door to our house where 1 lived 
and 1 said I’m going to try’ and I 
have tried and here I am. In the 
final against Monica I wasn’t even 
approaching the net, I was 
missing. I would always say that 
my best surface is grass. But I can 
play an all-round game as well. 
There is a great possibility this 
year in the P’rench Open,” 




ij 




«xperkheht 
serve when l eer Ikie^ 
homo. I hove e pisity 
good kick serve 
1 wont to use If. I }s^ 
don'g hove the powsf. 

serve...the power to 
serve on oce when you 
really nei^ 

—Monico Selpl: 



And then she disappeared from 
the interview room, left to ponder 
on how, having beaten the world’s 
leading player, she had lost fttnn a 
one-set-to-love lead against the 
world No.S. For Jana Novotna, 
that answer will not come easy.# 
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SUNDAY I MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 



Aust vs Eng 6th Test 
• (Perth), New Zealand vs 
Sri Lanka 1st Teat (WelHno' 
ton) National Women a Hock* 
ey chps (Gurgoon), ATF Bri¬ 
tannia Challenger bumament 
(Bangalore) Nizam Gold Cup 
foothall (Hyderabad), ITF 
Junior Tennis Tournament 
Jaipur) World group, Davis 
Cup 1st round mfMies, Hanjl 
trophy. M P ve Bombay (in- 
dore) fbnMrei ^ y, Maharash¬ 


tra vs 


(Pune) 


4 « Aust vs Eng 5th Test 

• (Perth) New Zealand vs 
Sn Lanka, Ist Teat (Welling¬ 
ton) National Women s Hock- 

S f Chps (Gurgaon). Nizam 
old “ 


nos 

Cup 


up Football (Hyder¬ 
abad), ITF Junior Tennis 
Tournament (Jaipur), Ranji 
pre-qtr$ M P vs Bombay (In¬ 
dore) and Mah vs Karn 
(Puna) 


5 « Auat vs Ena 5th Test 
• (Perth) Nationat 
Womens Hockey Final (Gur¬ 
gaon) Nizam Gold Cup Foot¬ 
ball (Hyderabad) ITF Junior 
Tennis Tournament (Jaipur) 
Junior National Polo Chps 
(Delhi) Ranii pro qtrs M P vs 
Bombay (Indore) Mah vs 
Karn (Pune) 


6 « 25th National Cross 

• Country Chps (Luok« 

now) tor man women, )r boys 
and ir girls Ntzam Gold Gup 
Footbaii (Hyderabad) ITF 
Junior Tennis Tournament 
(Jaipur) Junior National Polo 
Chps (Delhi) Rar>ti pre-qtrs 
M P vs Bombay (lixtore) Mah 
vs Kam (Pune) 


|A. SaMMarrawUmTtnnw 
111* Chp* (OocMn), Ntsam 
QoW Ctffi PooHmII (Hinl^r- 
abwt). ITF Jr Teniw tourna- 
mart (Inala (Jtfeur). Indm vs 
Thallsnd, Davis Cup 
(Banpl^i 


ttm SatellKeMasters Tennis 
JLIw Chps JCochin), Nizam 
Gold Cup Football (Hyder¬ 
abad), 5th Jr Inter-State Athle¬ 
tic Chps (Cuttack). Polo. Royal 
Challenga trophy (DaiN) ABian 

Jr Chess Championships 
(Calicut) 


19* l^inats of Satellite Mas- 
tors Tennis Chps 
(Cochin) Nizam Gold Cup 
Football (Hyderabad) 5th Jr 
lnter«SfatA Athletic Cnpe (Cut¬ 
tack) Polo Royal Challenge 
trophy (Delhi) Asian Jr Chess 
Chps (Calicut) 


19* Ntzam Gold Cup Foot- 
JU>* ball (Hyderabad), 
Aslan Jr Chess Chps (CalF 
cut) 5th Jr inter State Athletic 
Chp» (Ciitteck) Polo, Royel 
Chailenge trophy (Delhi) 







Ifiw Aua va Presidents XI 
10«(SC KItta) Aslan Jr 
Chaaa (Cochin), Final Nizam 
Gold Cup Football Hyder¬ 
abad). Modi Hockey (Meerut) 
Rami »r-finat8 8r National 
Tarn Termla (Jaipur),Santosh 

1 rof^hy Football (Pa^hat) 


iOw vs Presidents Xt 

lCPw(St Kitts), Asian Jr 
Chess (Cochin), Modi 
(MeeruQ. Ran)! Otr-finala. 8r 

Nat TT (Jaipur)SantoshTrop 
hy Football (Palghat) 


OAw Aslan Jr Chess 
(Cochin), Mod) Hockey 
(Meerut). Ranll Qtr-tinalS, Sr 
Nate TT (Jaipur), Santoah 
TfOfshy Football (Palghat) 


: 4 : PmbX wa Ja^Sf^ (6^ 


24;na Park), Sr Na TT 
Haipur) Asian Jr Cheas 
(Cochin) SantoahTroohvFoot 
ball (Palghab 




day of 

_leChaas Cnpa (GocWn), 

Finals of Sentor Nat TaWa 
Tennis Chps (Jaipur) 

Santoah Trophy Football 
(Palphat} 


20W West Indies vs Austra- 


•lia istOneDay - 
tionai (Jamaica), Flnaf of North¬ 
ern India Polo(OeihO 
Santosh Tropny Foo^i 
(Palghat) 


07w Oalmla Resorts, Bkr Pa^ 
Af*tab Singh Cup Polo 
(Deiw) santoah Trophy FeotoaH 
(Palghat) 
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SATURDAY 


2 . Autt. Ml Gna Mtt Tm( 

AM Lantai. 1M TMt (VWIIIIW- 
tonl; MMIpmI Moimirs ••mi' 
•y Chpa (Ouigw^: ATI*'Ctrl' 
tinrw CMHMMr (nmsilcmij, 
Nktam Gold C 10 mtbalt 
(Hy^nbad), World Q^oup, 
Oiwa Oup lat wurtd maK'haal 

doia), Rimll Iroplw pmMqira 
VB KsrnstvM 

(Pune) 


T . 9MtK(0 Matters Tennis 
• Chps (Cochin). NItam 
Gold Cup Football (Hyder¬ 
abad). ITF Jr Tennis tourna¬ 
ment (Jalpuf) Jr Net Polo 
Chps (Delhi) 


8 , Satellite Masters Tennis 
• Chps (Cochin), Ntxem 
Gold Cup Football (^derabad) 
ITF Jr Tennis Tournament 
(Jaipur). India vs Thailand 
Asia-Oceania Qroup* *l Oavis 
Cup (Bangkok) 


9 9 Satellite Masters Termis 
• ChfM JCochm). Nizam 
Gold Cup Football (H^on 
abad). ITF jr Tennis toun^ia- 
ment (Jaipur), India va Thiil- 
land Davis Cup (Bangkok) 


(Bangkok) 


Nizam Gold Cup Foot- 

• ball (Hyderabad) 
Asian Jr Chess Chps (Call¬ 
out). Sth Jr Inter-State Athle¬ 
tics CnpS (CUttBCK). Polo, 
noyat Challenge troph> (Delhi) 


a| • Aust vs Jamaloa (Sabina 
jSl«Park). Modi Hookey semi 
final (Mearut), Sr National T T 
(Jaipur), Aslan Jr Chaes 
(Cochin) Sanloeh Trophy foot 
ball(Palghat) 


99 m Aust vs Jama^a (Sabl- 
46!na Park). Final of Modi 
Hockey (Meenit) Sr National 
TT (Jaipur). Aslan Jr Chess 
(Cochin) SarUDsh Trophy Foot 
baN (Palghat) 


99m Aust VS Jemeloa (Sabl- 
4s)!na Pa^, Sr Nat TT 
(Jaitpur), Aslan Jr Chess 
(Cmshin) Saniosh Trophy Foot 
ball (Palghat) 


DWmki resorts Sir Per- 
4CMeb Singh Cup. Polo 
(Dt^ SentoehTmphy Football 
(Palghat) 




NMionals 

Rum imd commeneaiv m Hindt and EngHeh on 


aeml 

teurruiment ^ ^ ^ ' 

Runni Tw comiivmtary cm firud oINtt^ 
CupFctotball 




Asian Jr Chess Chps 
AU«(Cochin) Nizam Gold 

Cup football (Hyderabad). 

13th Nat Veteran Athletic Meet 
(Calcutta) Polo, Royal Chel- 
ferm Trophy (Delhi). All India 

RB Gujarmal Hockey 

Tournament (Meerut) 

Sanloeh Trophy Football 
(Palghat) 

lltv Australia's crioket tour 
IDtof West Indies starts 

Aust vs Presidents XI (8t 
Kitts). Asian Jr Chess 
(Cochin), Nizam Gold Cup 
Football (Hyderabad), Polo 

Royal (XiaHenge Trophy (De¬ 
lhi), Modi Hockey (Meeru^ 
Ran)IQtr-finats Helena vs UP 
^rOurgaon). Hyderabad vs Bihar 
(Ranchi). Delhi vs Winnors of 
kiP vs Bombay and Bengal vs 
winners of Mah vs Kam San 
tosh Tr^y Football (Pilghat) 

, - »■. I ■■ 




Satellite Masters Tenrris Toumamem. ^ 
Bombay, Feib I4to20 Flnalsonfab SS 
SMS Gold Vnse Polo Tournament, Mh) 
Feb iato23 
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T he man who 
brouiarht discc* 
dajicing^ to the 

outfield is bank 
where he knows he 
belong*s—in the Test 
match spotlight, 
acknowledging t he 
ecstatic applauao of the 
crowd, and liking every 
bit of it. 

Thrown out of the 
Australian sido in 1987 
for disciplinary reasons 
Matthews has 
re-emerged from the 
cocoon of thrfi© years of 
introspection. He now 
comes across a genuine 
all-round Tcist cricketer. 
His century against 

£!nglsmd at tht# Sydney 
Cricket Ground in the? 
drawn Test ensured the 
Ashes would remain* in 
Australia. It followe^d a 
haul of three for 40 in 25 
overs, in England’s 
second innings of the 
second Test in 
Melbourne. Aust^ralia 
won by eight wickets 
and lus superb 
performance put to 
doubt any questions 


The Return 

Prod igal 

Grm Matthews, the enfant 
tembie of Australian 
cricket, has emerged from 
three years of 
introspection, and has 
alr^ impress^ cricket 

affICROnadOS in the innings of128 ana 

cnciceting circles once againaaaa Hughes and lan 

Healy look on 


% 








regarding his form. 

The enfant terrible of 
Australian cricket, no w 
a husband and father at 
31 looks like he has si led 
the garish trappings of 
his early years that s o 
enraged cricket fans, 
especially in Englan d 
and New Zealand. 

But watch for a w.^aile 




and clear traces of the 
old Matthews are still 
very much visible. The 
man who became a cult 
figure in the mid-1980s 
for his hip language, his 
ear-ring and his 
off-the-wall approach to 
oricketia game he once, 
described as orgasmic, 
still remains the same. 


The mannerisms are 
still there. The leap in 
the air and hugging of 
teammates that 


accompany every 
wicket. The constant 
jigging around while 
fielding. The 
super-short haircut. The 
carving of his wife s 
initials in the hot 




Of The 



TIm craw cut, ttw 
•tubbtoandMc 
fiwnnertomc may 
•ugoMtttwthcica 
punKlram Boclon. But 
the authority wNh 
which ha wiaida the 
willow oMkaa the 
oppoalngtaam 
bowwralookllkaa 
bunch of blokoa on 
the be ac h 

Sydney air when he 
reached three flerures in 
the Test—it*B BtiU Ores: 
Matthews all right 
His return has 
oonfounded those who 
said he did not have the 
character to fight back 
Captain Allan Border, 
who has found a spinner 
to replace the retired 
Trevor Hohns while at 
the same tune 
strengthening 
Australia's lower order, 
must have heaved a sigh 
of rehef when Matthews 
struck form 
Matthews is workmg 
hard at his new 
responsible image ‘I’m 
not gettmg oamed 
away It’s great to get 
rune, but my job m this 
side IB to take 
wickets I’d swap this 
himdred any day for 
four wickets m an 
uuungs,’ he said, after 
he toiled through 58 
overs for just one wicket 
when England batted for 
the first time in Sydn^ 
Even in the fourth 
Test, played at Adelaide, 
Idatthews was among 
the runs with scores of 
65 and 35 not out But 
the wicket, still eluded 
him—^his match haul 
bemg one for 100 
His Test career was an 
eventful one Within two 
years of making hiB Test 
debut in 1083 against 
Pakistan, Matthews had 
made himself infamous 
among spectators m 
England, puddng 
arguments when 
fielding on the fence and 








dancing, always 
Jancing 

He returned to 
Australia to a golden 
summer, scoring 
oentunes against India 
and New Zealand But 
the adulation turned to 
hatred when Australia 
toured New Zealand in 
1986 

Tarried 00 tlio 

Australian the crowds 
loved to liate, he was 
spat on and had eggs 
thrown at him One 
r adio station even ran a 
cx^mpetition for 
listerners to display 
banners with the most 
outrageous comments 


about the mavenck 
Australian 

Later that year 
Australia went to India 
and Matthews took 10 
wickets in the first Test 
at Madras, including the 
one which tied the 
match 

But after that his star 

to wane Hie 

popularity touched a 
new low when England 
went to Australia m 
1986-87 He was 
dropped for the final 
Test to make way for the 
then unknown Peter 
Taylor Matthews then 
was not picked for the 


1987 World Cup in India 
and Pakistan because of 
an incident during the 
short tour of Sharjah 
Fined for his 
behaviour—read 
misbehaviour at a team 
barbecue, many however 
saw his demotion and 
that of wicket-keeper 
Tun Zoehrer, the team’s 

eixfaaxt teirx'xUle. as 

cxiach Bobby Simpson’s 
way of clearing the 
decks before rebuilding 
the team 

The all-rounder was 
shattered at being 
dropped—learmng of it 
just 15 minutes after 




Though Hi WM OQOd 
wlimthibirt,^ 
bovvHng li yotto rmeh 
top form. Htro Qowir 
dnvoi past Mm m tho 
SrdToititSydnoy 
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retui mng home from 
his honeymoon But he 
was still man enough to 
send Border a telegram 
of congratulation when 
Australia won the 
one-day tournament 

He reahsed that the 
only way back, was to 
work on his bowlmg and 

force ike aelectora to 

pick him on the basis of 
his performances At the 
same time,he remained 
m the pubhc eye 
through work on 
commercial television 

The recall finally came 
for a one day 
international against | 

West Indies in early 
1989 and then as a I 

replacement for inj ured I 
spinner Tim May foi the 
Nehru Cup one-day 
tournament in late 
1989 

But it was the 
match winningbowhng 

performance for New 

South Wales in last i 

year s Shelfield Shield | 

final thrashing of 
Queensland that i 

con\anced Border and 
the selectors that I 

Matthews was ready to 
restart hi8 21 match 
Test career 

Matthews is clearly 
the best spumer m 
Australian cricket now 
that May is still 
rec‘uperating from 
injuries Wearing the 
baggy green Australian 
cap pulled down over his 
ears and with his top 

shart button done up, 

Matthews has 
consistently troubled 
the English w^th his 
turn and flight, as also 
w ith his superlative 
batting performances 

As New South Wales 
captain, Geoff Lawson 
put it, 'Prom my pomt of 
view he is the best m the 
country * David Gower 
and Co would surely 
endorse that opmion • 








1. In the inaugural match in 1978 in Argentina. Two 
Hungarians—Torocsi and Nyiasi were given 
marching orders. 

2. Allan Border 
3.1927 

4. Antonio Cabrini tor Italy. 

5. Uwe Sealer (West Germany) 

6. Martina Navratilova 

7. Shigenobu Murofoshi 

8. Yoo Nam-Kyu 

9. Zahoer Abbas 

10. Eknath Solkar 
11.100 metres butterfly 

12. Imran Khan 

13. Mario Zagalo 

14. Salim Durrani 

15. Graeme Wood 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BT 
AWAIHJITKR.OAS 

1BJ2 DOVER LANE 

CALCUnA-700 l2d 


rahnstest 

Above 1S: Wlob you were pert of our teem 

Between 10 end 13: Not too bad 

Below 10: Sporttworid reading recommended 

All ansmrora aarit In by ths CQmnOUKir 


QUESTIONS 

1 . In the opening 
match of the 
1990 World Cup. 
two Cameroon 
players were sent 
off. When was the 
last time two 
players were sent 
off m an inaugural 
match? 

. Which 

cricketer broke 
the Test record for 
the highest number 
of innings without 
scoring a duck. 

3 .In which year 
did France win 
the first Davis Cup? 

4 . Only one 

penalty has been 
missed in a World 
Cup so far. Who 
was the culprit and 
for which coiantry 
did he play? 

5 .Two players 
have had the 
distinction of 
scoring goals in 
four World Cup 
finals between 
1958 and’70. One 
ofthemisPele. 

Who was the other? 


6 . Who is the 
richest woman 
in sports? 

. Which 
Japanese won 
five successive 
golds in the 
hammer throw 


between 1970 and 
1986? 

8 . Which 
17-year-old 
South Korean 
stunned the world 
by winning the 
men’s singles table 




tennis title in the 
1986 Seoul Asiad? 

9 . Which famous 
cricketer 
authored the book 
‘Zed’? 

M Who got the 

X vjfirst wicket 
for India in one-day 
cricket? 

n . Mark Spitz 
is planning 
an Olympic 
comeback in a 
particular event. 
Which one? 

>40.1 captained 
X Mthe combined 
Oxford and 
Cambridge cricket 
teams to victory 
against the touring 
Indian cricket team 
in 1974. Who am I? 

4 Q. Who was 
X Onicknamed 
the‘White Ant’? 

4 /I .Who was 

X ^Parveen 

Babis’s first hero in 
films? 

4 cr -Who was 
X Ocalled the 
‘Kamikaze Kid’? 












QUEST COLUMN 

No more talk about bigger goals, using 
fewer players or any other daft 
oonoessions- FIFA has thankfully 
backed down over plans to change the 
laws of the game 

The proposals wcif' provoked by the 
thousands of let tf *i & of complaint and 
dismay received by P’lKA after the World 
Cup, its lack of goals and its plethoi a of 
horribly boring matches which 
culminated in suiely the worst final 

there ha« evoi been 

The American World Cup, presuming 
it ever takes place there in 1994 loomed 
on the distant horizon Americans, so 


safely ran the twisted thinking, must be 
entertained Entertainment meant goals, 
goals had been very few, so radical steps 
should be taken to promote more of them 
No one in Zurich seemed to stop to 
think that the lack of entertainment, the 
lack of goals, had anything to do with the 
structure of the tournament, the time it 
was played, or the excessive number of 
teams which played in it 
In 1974, Brazil’s Joao Havelangc 
unseated England’s Sir Stanley Rous as 
president of FIFA Some see this as a 
black day lor football Rous was in fact 
not only an outstanding president of 
FIFA and Football Association secretary, 
but a once international referee, who had 
actually re-drafted the rules Moreover, 
he was an idealist I remember some 
years ago lying on a beach in Hio with 
the then head of the FIFA referees’ 
committee, Ken Aston, who showed me 
something Rous had written about the 
laws 


A player who punched off the line a ball 
that was going into goal, and conceded a 
penalty kick which was then missed, 
might feel that he had lost nothing Not 
at all, said Rous “He had lost his 
reputation as a sportsman ’ 

Such an attitude might be sneered at 
nowadays, a relic of the remote past, 
when a great amateur team such as the 
old Corinthians —who once used to 
provide England with all 11 
players -would not even defend a 
penalty kick, but stood aside to let the 
opposing team kick into the empty goal 
But in fact Kous was right Excessive 
cynicism on the field can literally make 
soccer impossible to play 
So FIFA have backed down and saved 
their face, to a degree, by setting up a 
working party to discuss possible 
changes, such as a rule about not passing 
back to the goalkeeper, and another to 
stop goalkeepers wasting time Beal old 
chestnuts, these 
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Moreover, the oomnuttee will include 
none other than Michel Platini, manager 
and former star of the French national 
team, who has already spoken out 
against enlarging the goals When 
Havelange, who had a lot of debts to pay 
off to African and Asian countries, 
increased the number of World Cup 
entrants from a neat 16 to a bloated and 
unmanageable 24 , he virtually ensured 
exhaustion, boredom and sterility 
Such IS the absurd complexity of the 
competition now that the end of the first 
phase brings a mathematiced nightmare, 
with third placed teams m their group 
creeping in by the narrowest margin of 
goals scored and conceded 
Next comes the knockout phase, for 
teams who have already had to play three 
games, sometimes m intense, sapping 
dlternoon heat 

Nobody would suggest the laws of the 
game are perfect, how can they be*^ But 
what history and wisdom suggest is that 
the more you try to alter them to promote 
goal-scoring and attacking play, the 
more defensive is the inevitable response 
Nevei did this become more clear than 
when the offside law was changed in 
1925 after very perfunctory experiment, 

neceasitatini^ only two opponents, rather 

t han three to put a man in an onside 
position 

The almost immediate consequence 
was the birth of the third back, stopper 
centre-half game invented by Arsenal, 
who were to thrive in ensuing years on 
massed defence and counter attack The 
sweeper system was to come 
Offside 18 lull of ambiguities, such as 
when a player is or is not interfering 
with the play or ‘ seeking to gain 
advantage.** a fearfully subjective 
decision for a referee to make But an 
offside law oi some kind is essential 
Passing back to the goalkeeper should 
never be abolished, if only because it 
produces such an abundance of goals 
Time after time a defender is punished 
tor not looking to see whether an 
opponent is lurking in wait before he 
passes Then, as he carelessly passes 
bai k. and gfives away a goal You can see 
such goals all over the world, every 
week 

World Cups are not the be ail and end 
all of football, whatever FIFA thinks 
And a goalless draw can often be a nch 
and exciting spectacle Tinkering with 
the laws solves nothing, and could be 
disastrous FIFA has repented just in 
tune # 

HYNDICATSO BY PA NEWS PbATURES 




Roaring 


I F Oheorg'he Ha^ and Pop^u 
were the source of Romania's 
Inspiration during the last 
World Cup in Italy, at 
Trivandrum dviring the ninth 
Jawaharlal Nehru Gold Cup, the 
'Romanians were inspired by Lon 
Vladoiu and Sava Christian. The 
latter not only menacing and 
rumbustious against four time 
champions Soviet Union, but even 

finnrin^ a. fiiipArlati va hattrink. thA 

one and only in the invitational 
tournament history. 

The underdogs' sensational win 
over the Soviets illustrated their 
unknown capability.. .at full 
strength and at their most vibrant, 
the Romanians were capable of 
stretching defending champions 
Hungary beyond breaking point. 
And they did exactly that in great 
style. 

Homania deserved the victory. 
But disappointed the public by not 
bringing along a couple of their 
Italia eo players. Simply because 
most of them had been lured by 
the lire. However, there was the 
consolation that the present team 
liad players from tlie famous 
multi^sport club Steaua and 
Dinamo Bucharest. Steaua, which 
had lost their privilege of the state 
subsidy and was in a dilemma, 
had to sell its best players for its 
maintenance. 

The Romanians converged on 
Kerala’s only green turf of the 
Cheuidraahekaran Nair stadium 
without a day’s practice. But their 
adaptibility and acclimatisation in 
a very short spell showed their 
maturity and professionalism. 

The bookies nevertheless were not 
in a hurry to give Romania the top 
billing because of their earlier 
**mi8ad ventures'*. 

In their previous three 
appearafices in thd Neliru Cup 

since 1983, Romania’s best was 
when they qualified for the 
semifinal only to be ousted by 
Hungary. 

If the earlier Romanian teams 
disappointed, this time they were 
not in the mood to do quite 
that.. .tliey came to entertain. It 
was penaps to epitomise the 
spirit of clianging times in their 
country, a spirit of freedom which 
they had long cherished. In fact, 


Steaua (who formed the nucleus of 
the national side) had 
understandably supported the 
overthrow of the despotic 
Ceausescu. 

Homania were bera to win and 

that was conspicuously evident 


when they beat the young 
Zambian national team 
comprehensibly. Although the 
European teams had to go 
through the irritation of having to 

play in tbe afternoozi, Romania 

showed tremendous character in 
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Romanians 


doing things the right way and 
finished on top of the lea^e. 

Romania put up a sterling 
performance and no one can 
grudge that. They displayed their 
skills, subtle manoeuvres and 
furious pace to aismantle the 


Hungarian defence. Even in the | 
absence of big stars, the current 
Romanian team did everything to 
emulate their seniors. Their 
diagonal passes, intelligent use of 
set pieces and the exceptional 
DrilUance of Lon Vltuloxu from 


Ths 


.oiwrllis 


un k no wn 

fuW sh ^wi j llth nwd 

vibmitf M Rommlwis 



siranMiii||» ovrafio^^ 
cfiwnfiliNUi Hungary 
beyond branMiig point 


both the flanks gave the public 
their money’s worth and more. 

It was sheer entertainment. 

Like Gabi Marian Raduta's world 
class goal, when his free kick 
from the fringe of the box beat the 
human wall and curved in 
sharply... you could watch this 
gnsL\ A thnuAAnd timefi. And if 
Hungary conceded the second 
goal it was due to the poor reflexes 
and anticipation of goalkeeper 
Istvan Brochauser: Hie Stan’s 
grounder touched a defender and 
entered the net without the keeper 
niaking any effort. 

Now Hungary gained 
momentum. They were dangerous 
on their counter attacks. They 
came more into the picture (after 
the interval) with more and more 
subtle and incisive soccer. But full 
back Paniat Silivu stood like a 
rock with perfect interceptions 
and firm tackles, and the irony 
was that Sdivu's infringement 
forced the referee to award a 
penalty. However Lon Vladoiu 
gave the finishing touch with a 
fine body fient and unleased an 
angled left*footer into the goal. 
Vladoiu was the darling of the 
crowd and the undisputable man 
of the tournament. 

And the memory of Romania’s 
1-3 defeat at Kochi (Cochin) in 
1983 had finally been eras^. 




NEHRU GOLD CUP 


The Law Of 
Diminishinig 
Returns 


that now rankles and 
disturbs one and all is 
Can we afford the 
luxury of spending 
crores of rupees each 
year for a tournament 
from which India has 
not benefited at all 
The lure of the dollar 
attracted a number of 
good foreign teams over 
the years Indian 
lootbaU watchers and 
the AIFF officials went 
gaga about the likes of 
Smolaieks, Dassayevs 



When the Nehru Gold Cup with 
almost a decade of football 
behind it, was expected to go 
up in importance and glamour, 
it now, in fact, faces a serious 
crisis of survival mainly 
because of the poor quality of 
its so-called world-class 
participants. This is a trend 
that has got to be reversed 
now, says Subhash Sarcar from 
Thiruvananthapuram 


T he sole purpose 
for launching the 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Invitational Gold 
Cup tournament was to 
entertain the Indian 
(rowd With top level 


football and at the same 
time to provide 
international caposurr 
to Indian footballei s 
For this the All India 
Football Fodei ation was 


ready to spend 


enormous amounts of 


foreign exchange to 
bring foreign competent 


sides for the 
tournament 
But unfortunately, in 
her strained pursmt for 
excellence India faltered 
again and again For the 
statistically-minded—b- 
elieve it or not—our dear 
India only managed two 

viotorioe m tins decade 

old tournament the first 
one was in the inaugural 
year at Calcutta and the 
second at 

Thiruvananthapuram 
last month And frankly 
speaking, the question 


Lon Vladolu, the player of the 
tournament, being hotly chased 
by Hungarian defender Denes 
Vaczl In ttie final 
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aixd Belanovs whose 
names always drew the 
attention of good 
crowds. At one stage, 
the Nehru Cup became a 
great rival to the King’s 
Cup of Malaysia and the 
President’s Cup, 
Bangladesh. Even 
though India couldn’t 
fare well, her image got 
a boost thanks to the 
glamour of the Nehru 

CvLp. 

But all that was only 
for a brief while. Soon 




the joiirney downhill 
started. As the 
government began to 
take a serious note of the 
futility of the entire 
exercise, iVom the 
- Indian point of view, the 
foreign exchange for 
holding the tournament 
became hard to come by 
And as a result the 
tournament ceased to be 
viable any more. 

Although the Socialist 
countries did continue 




to send teams, 
reasonably good ones, 
with a few notable 
names (perhaps the last 
big name was 
Michailichenko who led 
the Soviet team to 
victory at Siliguri in 
1968. And when the 
eighth edition was 
staged at Margao. Goa, 
the picture became clear 
that the Nehru Cup was 
lacmga 

serious crisis and the 
federation decided to 


J| fthouah the 
MSoctelist 
oounVios did 
contbiuetoMml 
temis, 
raasonably 
oites,vidthaf««¥ 
notable iiam«» 
(perhaps the last 
big name was 
Mibhailichenko 
who lad the 
Soviet team to 
victory at 
Siliguri in 1988. 
And when the 
eighth edition 
was staged at 
Margao, Goa, 
the picture 
became clear 
that the Nehru 
Cup was facing 
a serious crisis 
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turn the Nehru Cup into 
a biennial meet. 

Since the time the 
Lakshmannan-Das 
Munshi coterie came to 
power a lot of planning 
was done for the uplift of 
the game (from its 
stagnant point) and the 
Nehru Cup. Seminars 
were organised for 
football luminaries and 
journalists to debate on 
Indian football; a foreign 
coach was appointed and 
more importantly, the 
Santosh Trophy was 
turned into an under-23 
tournament... 

This time the AIFF 
had ample time to invite 




full fled^©d national 

teani8 foi the ninth 
cliaptei of theNehioi 
Cup The federation 
«ec retary P P 
Lakshmannan contacted 
a numbei of leading 
soccer nations and soon 
received lists ot the 
foi eign players likely to 
participate at 
Trivandrum TheAlFF 
secretary sat beu. k and 
relaxed assuming that 
he li.id his job done 

1 Meanwhile with 

j G Uisnost and Pei osti oika 
having taken place in 
the Soviet Union, the top 
stars ana even ns st*c'ond 
stringers were more 
enthusitistic to play for 
cash in rich European 

I clubs t hat i waste t hen 
time here in Kerala So 
the Russians had sent 
their kind of national 
team compi’ismg total 
non €‘ntitieB A close 
stTutiiiy of the list sent 
earlier revealed that 
seven oi iginal names in 


the Soviet line up didn’t 
figure in the team 

In defence, the 
Russians gave vague 
excuses The side was 
quite weak Even India, 
despite her 
shortcomings, had 
tormented them 
frequently 

China had always been 
sending gcxDd teams to 
the Nehru Cup barring a 
couple of times when 
they disappointed So 
the crowds here in 
Kerala still had great 
expectations about the 
Chinese hut only to he let 
down tragically when 
the so-called national’ 
side performed 
indifferently to fmish a 
mediocre fourth 

In the past India had 
once rejected the 
Chinese entry because 
they were unable to send 
their first team, this 
time the federation were 
told that China would 


send the best possible 
Side though 
unfortunately it turned 
out to be just a 
provincial team, w’lth 
only two players who 
have played at the Seoul 
Asian Games And this 
lb what Lakshmannan 
had to say on the day of 
the soccer final at the 
Chandrashekaran Nair 
stadium I don't know 
whal to say It's 
frustrating But I 
propose to take this up 
seriously with the Asian 
Football Confederation 

Zeuiibici was yet 

another side expected to 
entertain Of course we 
didn't expect Zambia's 
best player Kalusha 
Bwalya because he is 
with PSV Eindhoven 
who toured India 
courtesy Tatas, recently 
but then no one really 
foresaw that Zambia 
would send their junior 
teenaged national team 


to the Nehru Cup No 

matter how good they 
were it was another 
breach of trust for the 
Zambian federation had 
pi omised to send the 
national side 

•Til see to it that action 
IS taken 1 will write to 
the national federation 
asking for some 
explanation said a sore 
Lakfalimannan. adding, 
I’m going to send a 
detailed report to the 
AFC sec retary 
Vellapan ’ 

But the fact remains 
that the quality of the 
Nchri^Cup has ^one 
down and the AIFF will 
have to pull up their 
socks ‘Romania and 
Hungary weren't bad 
teams But I assure you 
that m future we will 
plug: all loopholes This 
will never be repeated I 
promise,” said the AIFP 
secretary 

Well, well keep track of 
It • 
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"I ahwiys Mtd I would like to 
change my mind every ooeond 
week. I like to be In front of 
people 80 much, ao maybe I'll be 
on stage. The bualneee that my 
brother Is studying Is pretty 
neat. He la the same way as I 
am—olways changing hie 
mind—maybe it’s the 
psychology." 

MONICA SELES, on hersotf 


I “All sides involved did a foolish 
thing. Bush and Hussein should 
have settled the problem with a 
duel.” 

MARADONA in an interview to the 
I Italian newspaper Gazzetto dello 
sport He was incidentally fined 10 
million Lire tor cnticising the Napoli 
officials 

“If my manager tells me to box, I 
box. If he tells me to fight, I fight 
He’s a remarkable man. I've 
never met anyorte as 
single-minded as him ” 

DENNIS ANDRIES WBC 

light-heavyweight champion 

dedicates his winning the title to his 
manager Manny Steward 


“Dennis is the most respected 
fighter In the gym toddy, and yet 
when he first came here four 
years ago, there was a waitlist of 
my fighters waiting to fight him, 
to beat him. They did too, but he 
kept coming back for more, until 
all of a sudden, he began to 
figure out the rhythm." 

SI EWARD, on his prodigy Andries 
“I was beginning to feel old, but 
after the operation on my knees I 
feel 10 years younger. I am 
healthier than I have been for 
years.” 

MARTINA NAVRATILOVA, attar 
beating Sabatini in her first match 
after a two-month layoff 



“Suddenly it felt like there was 
no way I could lose this match 
because I felt that I was much 
stronger. Then suddenly It Just 
changed and it felt like ’what am 
I going to do now?’, because he 
didn't miss anything and he put 
pressure on me.” 

MATS WILANDER, after his 4th 
round loss at the Australian Open 
to Peru s Jaime Yzaga, ranked 
86th in the world 
“War or no war, we'ii have the 
same timely sports 
programming for the soldiers in 
the Gulf. It makes them feel 
close to home.” 

Armed forces Radio and Television 
Services News CHIEF on the role 
that sport plays in the war-torn 
Gulf 

“I am getting closer and closer 
to arriving as a singles player, It 
shows the hard work. What I've 
done Is starting to pay off. John 
helped a lot, with motivation and 
had a lot of confidence In me.” 
PATRICK McENROE after his 
third round victory over 12th seed 
Jay Berger 

“He hasn't played for eight 
years, he’s not 26 like I am and i 
have had a tough time getting 
back after just five months out. 
He doesn’t have much of a 
chance making the top 10, but 
the top 100 Is more realistic. But 
now every match is tough...The 
depth now is much stronger.” 
Yet another tennis star, MATS 
WILANDER, feels that Borg does 
not stand a chance after he comes 
back 


“You could say that I am 
emerging from the shadows of 
Yannick (Noah) and Henri 
(Leconte) but i would like to 
thank them for helping me get 
where I am today. They have 
motivated me and I owe them a 
lot People In France do expect 
more from me now, but they can 
see I am represendng them and 
that I’m fighting. And even if I 
lose while fighting they 
appreciate It All I can do is try 
my beat” 

GUY FORGET, the 26-year-old 
French player, probably the best 
singles player in the country now, 
pays tribute to his mentors. 












S0U1HAFRICANCRICKET 


A New Begin 


South A&ica decides it is time to allow everyone 


ORMER 
rivals 
the South 
African 
Cricket 
Union and the SA 
Cricket Board have 
agreed to lor m a single 
controlling body and 
one of the new board s 
first priorities will be to 
seek membership of the 
International Cricket 
Council Following a 
five houi meeting 
between the SACU and 
SACB chaired by Steve 
Tshwete a national 
executive member of the 
ANC a nine point 
Statement of Intent was 
released in December 
The bodies agreed 
among other things to 
form one non racial 
controlling body under a 
single constitution to 
develop and make 
available opportunities 
foi all those who wish to 
play cricket at all levels 
as soon as possible to 
addi 088 the imbalance 
with regard to separate 
edacational systems 
sponsorships and 
facilities to contribute 
thiough c ru ket to the 
creation of a just society 
in South Afiica to 
respect the present 
sports moratorium on 
cricket tours to respect 
the individuoi contracts 
of ovei seas professional 
cricketeisand 
determine the 
advisabibty of them 
playing m South Afi ica 
in the future, and to 
obtain recognition from 
ICC 


No date has yet been 
set tu form the elm^le 

oontrolhnsr body, but the 
two sides will meet 
aerain early this year 

It IB also expected that 
the ICC will be asked to 
include South Afl^ca on 
the agenda at their 
Lord s meeting m July 
with the poesibihty of 
sending a fact-finding 
mission to the country 
later in the year 

Whatever else you say 
about South African 
politicians, their timing, 
from a cricketing 
viewpoint anyway, 
leaves a good deal to be 
desired Down the years 
they have played a 
oymcal short-sighted 
game in denying blacks 
the chance to develop 
and their policies finally 
had the international 
door slammed m the face 
of South African 
cricketers (and most 
other sportsmen) at the 
end of the 19608, today, 
three decades down the 
road their changes are 
belatedly helping inch it 
open again 

For the first tune since 
1970 there is a genuine 
behef that the country a 
cricketers, both black 
and white, are about to 
have their Aladdin s 
Cave opened This 
optimism, however is 
tinged with a great 
sadness, a feeling of 
dreadful waste among 
the black sportsmen and 
frustrated dreams for 
many white cricketers 

For South Afiica's 
isolation if it ends 






withm tho next year or 
two, will have oomcided 
if not exactly with a 
golden age of Springbok 
cricket then at least 
with the careers of many 
of their world class 
players 
The Springbok 
cricketers were hustled 
off the world stage at a 
time when they were 
widely considered 


unofficial world 
champions By the time 
they return later this 
decade not one of the 
membex s of the 1070 
Springboks—the last 
officially selected 
national team—will 
remain, and a 
generation of players 
will have vanished, their 
high quahty cricket 
played m a vacuum 
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The shadow of 

isolation has obscured, 
internationeilly anyway, 
the brilliant talents of 
such world-class players 
as Qraeme Pollock. 
Barry Richards, Mike 
Procter, Eddie Bvlow, 
Lee Irvine, Vince van der 
Byi, Clive Rice, Ray 
Jennings, Alan Kourie, 
Garth le Roux, Ken 
MoEwan, Peter Kirsten, 


ThAffaiiM 

Intomationally 
liMalso 
suffered firom 
South Afrtoa'e 
alieeiioe...two 
deoadee of the 
ineomparable 
Graeme Polloek 
were missed for 
astart. But the 
future is now 
filled wi^ hope 
for all 
oiicketers. 

And, If the 
fame Is aipain 
allowed to 
blossom, new 
players will 
develop and 
heroes will 
mnei^ at Test 
level to set the 
example for 
youngsters, 
both black and 
white 


Jimmy Cook and Henry 
Fothenngham. 

Rice came closest to 
bridgings the g’ap He 
was selected for All 
Bacher’s aborted 
1971-72 tour of 
Australia and, when the 
Springboks finally 
retxirn, his 

distinguished playing 
career will probably just 
have ended. 

Other talented players 
joined the cricket drain. 
Kepler Wessels, in 


Australia, and Allan 
Lamb, Robin and Chris 
Smith, in England, 
chose to seek 
international 
recognition abroad, 
while Zimbabwean 
Graeme Hick, who is 
about to qualify for 
England, would surely 
have followed the 
well-worn path to South 

Afrioa. for his Teat 
cricket,had that route 
still been open. 

South Africa can 
take heart that this 
excellent crop of 
cricketers kept the game 
in this country vibrant, 
competitive and rigorous 
in the dark times. And, 
because many 
influential players were 
travelling the country 
circuit, the provincial 
gaihe at least remained 
in touch with the 
advances and changes in 
the game 
internationally. 

But denied the 
subtleties, the 
challenging occasions 
and the heroic deeds 
whicli Test cricket 
provides, and without 
the players of rare 
genius—the Pollocks, 
Richardses and 
Procters—to sustain it 
euid lift the game above 
the ordinary, standards 
are dropping, corrupted 
and lowered by 
circumstances. 
Provincialism, petty and 
chauvinistic, is 
becoming more 

app&rent. And, without 
the obvious heroes for 
the youngsters to 
emulate, cricket at 
grassroot level is 
suffering. 

The game 

internationally has also 
suffered from South 
Africa’s absence.. .two 
decades of the 
incomparable Oraeme 
Pollock were missed for 








Clive Rice: Oh to play 
Test cricket 

a stai*t. But the future is 
now filled with hope for 
all cricketers And, if the 
game is again allowed to 
blossom, new players 
will develop and heroes I 
will emerge at Test level j 
to set the example for j 
youngsters, both black : 
and white. 

MmBIsliop 

Witdon Cricket Monthly 
















BYMIKELUnM 


ITHE BEST OF TENNIS WRITINp 

ERE is the way every one 
of my eight Wimbledons 
began: a nurse would put 
a Western grip on a needle 
and say, 'OK, fella, drop* 


I never really had a great 
Wimbledon. It was because of hay 
fever. My last official act on 
American soil before flying to 
London was showing up at a New 
YopIt i1of?tr>r’s offiee. listening: i-o 

that dread command from the 
nurse, and getting the dread 
cortisone shot in the 
you-know-what. 

Then the doctor would give me 
enough Sudafed, gift-wrapped, to 
put the entire British.lsles to 
sleep. If I ever get around to 
writing my Wimbledon memoirs, 
the title will be ‘I was a Sudafed 
Junkie.’ 

And nothing helped Hay fever 
sufferers, as they say in the 
commercials, know that nothing 
helps, especially in England, 
where the pollen count at 
Wimbledon time is something that 
compares favourably with 
Martina Navratilova’s annual 
earnings. You really only have 
two options: (1) wheeze and sneeze 
for the entire fortnight, and do it 
wide-awake; or (2) keep popping 
the Sudafed. Be drowsy all the 
time. Say ‘Greaaaf a lot when 
people ask you how you’re feeling. 
And still wheeze and sneeze. 

Remember when John McEnroe 
played the great tie-breaker in the 
1980 final? How it went for 22 
minutes and 34 points? I 
remember it vividly because I 
sneezed 26 times. It’s in my notes, 
or what I can read of them. Made 
me such a popular boy in press 
row. 

Hay fever always made me 
crankier at Wimbledon than the 
rain did. Wheeze and sneeze. Hack 
and cough. Blow the nose. Have 
the eyes constantly look like a 
Hawaiian sunset. I finally knew 
hay fever had won three years 
ago, at my last Wimbledon, when 
one of those nice ofBcals in 
Wimbledon tie and a Wimbledon 
blazer tried to get me to wait for a 
changeover before taking my seat 
at Court No. 1.1 wheezed, sneezed 
and said to the nice man, ‘If you 
don’t take your hand oH’ my arm. 


For some reason Be dust at 
' ttoUSOponwIienttwas 
Nayod on Har-Tra courts 
Mured Connors more tkM 
miniiacoelso.Bytl»iimo 
ComorsBottotlio 1175 final 
iialnst Manual Qrantos wMch 
U lost ho had loon 
; ihsBiiiliN losoinlled Iw iho 
dhttiMwaslulidoadliilt 
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Connors gives the 
cameraman a closer look 
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HmminliirwlieiiJaliii 
MiSanw plarad llw grtat 
tta-femker In ina 1980 miat? 
Hoar H waal for 22 mi iNilas 
aaO 34 aolats? I rameinaar it 
ln6aiiselsooezed26 
tlmat. tt't inawaoias, of artut 
I aaa road of tnoin. Mailo aw 
siiea a ooouiar lov la arasi 
roar 


I’ll kill you.’ 

I was starting to tell the nice 
man I would wait for him in the 
parking lot when Bud Collins 
shoved another Sudafed down my 
throat. 

What I’m saying is that allergies 
are not tennis’s friend. Even if you 
don’t play. 

One of the reasons why Ken 
Rosewall always had a problem at 
Wimbledon was because he had 
such bad hay fever. Now maybe 
Rosewall was just not destined to 
win at The Big w, out it never 
helped much tliat as soon as he 
showed up at the All England 
Club, his allergy would close his 
eyes and ears, and turn his nose 
into Niagrara Falls. 

I’m told that before Brian 
Gottfried would take off for 
Europe each spring, a nurse 
would say ‘Drop’ em’ to him too. 

Ivan Ijendl skipped Wimbledon 
in 1982, explaining that he was 
allergic to grass. A lot of people 
thought Lendl might just be 
allergic to tennis on grass—or 
allergic to McEnroe or Jimmy 
Connors—when he showed up 
playing golf in a pro-am at 
Westchester (New York) Country 
Club not long after that. But 
well-known tennis trainer Bill 
Norris says that Lendl’s hay fever 
is real. 

‘I remember one time when 
Lendl was playing Andres Gomez 
at the Italian Open,’ Norris said. 
The pollen at Foro Italico is 
always terrible, and when you mix 
it with the dust from the clay 
courts, you’ve got a disaster if you 
have allergries. So Lendl is 
r unning for this forehand and 










just as he strikes the ball, he lets 
out the loudest sneeze Tve ever 
heard. I tneaii, ioud Gomez 
readied like he’d been shot and 
immediately hit the ball into the 
net.' 

Jimmy Connors, according* to 
Norris, always had a rough time 
at West Side lennis Club in Forest 
Hills, when the US Open was still 
played on Har-Tru courts there 
For some reason, the dust 
bothered him there more than any 


Hw mHm at Fora llallco is 
alimtirrilla, ami wlwn yau 
mix it Witt Iba M tram clay 
ciirts, yw‘w iota iHsaster, If 
yan'ya gat allaralas. So Laall 
it imaliio tor tills forabmig 
an lisi as tta firttas Ilia gut 
ha toto am tta loMtoit saaoza 
r«B iVir haanL I nau. laud, 
fiansz, itaalil llha ha*! ham 
Man ttmomM hll tto 
biHiiilittaMl*-4#i 
BUmoiito 



place else. By the time Connors 
got to Uie 1975 final against 
j Manuel Orantes, which he lost, he 
! had been absolutely Rosewalled by 
that dust, and was left dead in it 
In 1964. when the Open was 
still known as the National 
Championship at Forest Hills, and 
was played on grass, Carole 
Graebner had such a bad reaction 
to the medication she was taking 
for hay fever that she had to play 
the final against Maria Bueno 
with her arms swathed in cotton 
bandages, because her skin had 
become so sensitive to the sun. 
Graebner lost. 

There is also a flip side to these 
stories. Steve Denton is a player 
who can credit his allergies for his 
tennis career. Denton grew up in a 
little town in south-west Texas 
called Driscoll (pop. 638). li*. 
Driscoll, there were only two 
sports, as the Texas saying 
goesifootball and spring football. 
Denton, a big guy, couldn*t play 
football ^ically because he 

ing around in the 
•'t. A doctor 
5. Denton’s 
riving him to 
«o play, since 


Driscoll had only one asphalt 
court, one that time had 
forgotten. Denton never missed 
football much after that. 

And there are other allergies 
besides hay fever. Eliot Teltscher 
once broke out in a rash because of 
the polyester in the tennis clothes 
he was wearing at the time. Now 
some might say that the world 
might be a better place if everyone 

was allergic to polyester, but the 

itching made Teltscher a little 
testy. 

See, the thing is tennis is a sport 
that requires such extraordinary 
concentration and constant 
movement—plus the ability to see 
the damn ball—that an allergy can 
just drop you in your tracks if it’s 
serious enough. Of course, there 
are allergies for other athletes in 
other sports. When Jim Ryun 
went to the 1972 Olympic trials in 
Eugene, Oregon- kn own to track 
people as the Hay Fever Capital of 
the United States—he was so beset 
by allergies that he was afraid to 
leave his hotel. And Ryun didn’t 
have to carry a racket when he ran 
the 1.500 metres Or face 
McEnroe’s serve. Or look up at the 
ball on his own second serve with 
blue eyes cry in’ in the rain. as 
Willie Nelson says. 

My favourite zillergy story is the 
one about the old Aussie, Jack 
Crawford. In 1933 Crawford had 
won the Australian Open, the 
French and Wimbledon He was 
on his way to what would have 
been the first Grand Slam, even if 
people might not have called it 
that at the time. Crawford also 
had asthma. The asthma was 
bothering him so much by the 
time he got to Forest Hills that he 
was sipping brandy on 
changcx>vers to fight it off. He 
made it to the final at Forest Hills 
and then either Fred Perry got 
him, or the brandy. No Crawford 
Slam. 

Still, I feel very strongly that 
brandy had to be much more 
civilised than Sudafed, or having 
a nurse say, 'Drop tliose drawers 

Wimbledon might not have been 
easier for me, or for Rosewall. if 
we’d known about Crawford’s, ah, 
medication. But we probably 
would have had a hell of a lot more 
fun.# 
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puldering Arms 



H 0W*RE we doin^ 
with that waist? 
Still sucking it in 
everytime you 
pass that pretty girl in 
the office? And what 
about you, ladies'^ Still 
nervous about wearing 
that fancy outfit you 
bust up all your salary 
over? Well, we’ve gone 
over the goitbusters 
before in this 
column- ' and will do so 
again since the battle of 
the bulge is never really 
over—^but it’s a slightly 
different approach we’re 
taking this time 
We're cheating 
actually. In our bid to 
sport slim waists, it’s the 


shoulders we’re 
working on. After all, 
the contrast between 
shoulder and waist is 
very effective in your 
overall look 

If the push-ups we've 
been detailing so far 
have been too easy for 
you, you’re obviously of 
an above-avei'age level of 
fitness. But here comes 
the harder stuff. It’s 
time for you tough 
dudes to show us what 
you’re really made of. Do 
the three push-ups we’re 
going into this week 
with ease and you're 
really cruising! 

The first one is the 
Weighted Push-up. 











Since Marine Pusn-ups your upper back. Just 
will have got to be child’s dump a few heavy books 
play by now—has it?— into a bag and slip your 

how about trying the arms through the loops 

same thing, but with a as shown. Then, get into 


heavy bag loaded onto I the same position as the 



earlier push-ups and get 
yoiir nose to the ground. 

How’s that? Still easy? 
Okay, then try this. Get 
into position for a 
push-up, one hand 
toward the centre of 
your chest.. .and r«nove 
the other hand. Getting 
your balance properly, 
grip the wrist of the 
grounded hand firmly 

with the other hand to 

Steady it and go for gold. 
Take it easy to start off 
with. Just bend the arm 
gradually, lowering 
your upper body to the 
floor. Then, when you‘re 
a few inches off the 
floor, get back to the 
starting position. 

Just one thing, 
though. Don’t jump into 
this one immediately. 
lt*s tougher than most 
people think, and if you 
aren’t careful, could 
leave you with a sore—if 
not bloody—nose. Get 
onto one hand for 

starters, then bend the 

elbow a little just to get 
the feel of the amount of 
strength it will require. 
Once you’re confident, 
go all the way. And if 
you're feeling up to it. 
try it with the other 
hand too. 

How’re the arms 
feeling after that 
scorcher? A little sore, 
huh. And you still want 
more? Okay, since 
you’re the glutton for 
punishment, here’s the 
last one for this week. 
Modified Fush-ups are 
again very similar to the 
Marine variety, except 
that the feet are propped 
up on a chair. This 
automatically places 
much more str^ailn on the 
arms and shoulders 
when you lower the 
upper body. Shoot for 20 
reps. 

Anyone feeling man 
enough to try these on 
one hwd? We don’t 
recommend it though!# 










CAPITAL NOTES 


A fter a gap of many years Haryana lia vr qualified for the 
Raaji kncx;li: out And no one is happier than Sarkar Talwar 
former off-spinner,now coach of the team “We have worked 
very hard In the last few years the team has been in transition 
after Goel and Ashok Malhotra left Now we have rebuilt the 
team " 

Haryana made it, mamly, by stunnmg Delhi in their league 
encounter Said Vmay Lamba. Delhi manager, “They really played well 
This was the first time in about 4 years that we conceded the first 
mnmgs lead to anyone in the league " 

Though the teams were quite mismatched on paper this game turned 
out to be quite absorbing L)elhi,8ittmgpretty at one stage, collapsed to 
Kapil and Chetan Haryana, in reply, floundered but scraped past Delhi 
through Chetan and Vyay Yadav In the second uuungs Delhi were 
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Shoidd Sandlp 
Patilgetmostof 
the crM^ for hht 
team^s Changed 
fortuneaTYea, 
say moat people, 
for he has made a 
substantial 
difference. He 


with him the West 
Zone attitude of 
playing hard. 


tottering at 60 odd for 4 but Kiiti Azad rescued them, preventing an 
outright defeat 

The key factor in the game was the irrepressible Kapil Dev Gushed 
Bhaskar Pillai, Delhi captain You should see tlie difference Paaji 
makes to Haryana Ho bowled his Ik art out and also motivated others to 
dothcii best IlarycLiia Ifjijk.cnl iilct team ** 

That brings u^ v tlj uii„ cd p<i' n ni (Ik prolonee of established Test 
stars raising the Itwcl oi dumosiK c t Obviously, when the best are 
playing, competition is stiffer and pei fen'manpes put in proper 
perspective That s why the BCCI legislated that all players, to be 
eligible for India, must play at least two Ranji games every season The 
rule of course is accompanied by several cIm uses including escape 


MOTIVATED PE 







outlets, but the intention clearly is that the best should not shun 
domestic cricket. 

Judged now, through hindsight, Madhya Pradesh’s move 3 years ago 
to appoint Sandip Patil captain appears masterly. MP. then, was a 
mediocre side. Had some good players who produced inspired 
performances but on the whole, as the phrase goes, it performed 
indifferently: Played loose cricket, didn’t qualify for the knock-out. 

Sandip Patil. though, celebrated for his effortless batting, was no 
tiger. Had limited captaincy experience at the first class level. Had 
already retired from the game. Had even done a stint as Bombay's 
manager. 

However, he quickly got down to the business of welding together 
potentially talented cricketers into a coordinated team. Soon 
performances picked up and team result improved remarkably. In the 
last 2 seasons MP qualified. This time they topped the table, leaving 
Uttar Pradesh 10 points behind! 

Should Patil get most of the credit for his team’s changed fortunes? 
Yes, say most people, for he has made a substantial difference He 
brought along with him the West Zone attitude of playing haid, of 
never giving up, of “fighting”. He motivated and inspired others. Plus, 
at crucial times, made valuable runs for the team 

Observed Hyder All, former Hallway captain who has seen Central 
Zone cricket for 25 seasons. ’‘Sandip has changed ttie approach of the 
team. 'Tliat is his greatest contribution. Karlier MP wa.s weak, they 
would not fight. Now they play as a team." 

’riiis change was clearly reflected in MP’s performance this season 
They beat Railways and Vidha.rbha outright and came close to winning 
their other 2 games as well, UP, usual zone leaders, were displaced but 
did well for themselves, despite conceding the first innings lead in 3 of 
their 4 games, they still qualified l 


E ARLffiR, whenever there was a controvery mess debate in the 

Delhi dressing room, chances were Kirti Azad would be siquarely in 
the middle of all the action It was really uncanny the way 
controversy trailed him—on field, off field Whether it was for doing 
wrong, or not doing right, Kirti always aroused very strong opinions. 
And in the end. when you totalled the plus and minus, the likely 
outcome was usually negative. 

All that is now in the past. Like the Hindi film hero who reforms at 
the first opportunity Kirti is now on good behaviour, a much-mellowed 
senior player, at peace with everyone. People say a man cools down with 
marriage and advancing age, Kirti is married «uid has aged so maybe 
these things are responsible. Or maybe, he just got up one morning a 
changed man. Or maybe he hasn’t changed at all, only others sfie him 
differently. 

In the beginning of this season, the selectors strippied him of the 

TVo lVi i oaptatinoy- Kirti was deeply stung’ fnr he d tieen vine-fcaptain fnr 

about 8 years and captain lor only about 3 matches. People expeetr d 
him to blow a fuse, scream from top of the HP Mehr a block, hassle * he 
life out of successor Bhaskar Pillai. But Kirti did nothing. Kept 
statesman-like silence. Coolly got on with the job of playing cricket. 

And making runs. 


RFORMANCES 



Earlier, whenever 
there wasa 
controversy, 
chances were 
that Kirti Azad 
would be sqiHurely 
in the middle of all 
the action. All that 
now is in the past. 
Like the Hindfllm 
hero who reforms 
at the first 
opportunity, Kirti 
is now on good 
behaviour, a 
much-mellowed 
senior player..... 
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NATIONAL TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 


BAPnSNI 
BY HRE! 


This year’s inaugural National Triathlon 
Championships proved to be more than 
just tough for most of the competitors. 

It proved that it was anything but a fun 
sport 


Held to g-auge ihe response such 
sport would generate, the 
response was phenomenal This 
years competition was going to 
iecide the national champion of 
India There was a significant 
decrease in the number of 
competitors a sign, which 
revealed not the lack of interest, 
but that the competition had 
discarded its flippant fun image 
for something fai more senous 
Tnis meant me aistanoes for 
each of the three legs were 
increased, which easily explains 
why the masses stayed away 
Which IS fair enough When you 
realise that you have to pull 
weight with the others for 
distances like a 1 5 kilometre 
swim m the Aiabian Sea 40 
kilometres of rigorous cycling 
and another 10 km of plodding 
down the streets of Bombay with 


J UHU BEACH and the 
Triathlon have become 
almost synonymous It 
IS here that 
participants have to 
meet and will continue 
to (ic so year after yeai or eacn 
t ime a Ti lathlon is held It is from 
here that the first leg of the 
Triathlon must start so early in 
the morning Swimming into the 
AiabianSea At around 6 am 
Bombay is pitch dai k coming into 
t he cai pai k ot the Hotel Palm 
Oi ove one is gi eeted by the faint 
dying sounds of the t rickets who 
ai e packing up for the night and 
the dark silhouettes of the 
cOmpetitoi s who are ah eadv 
tlK‘r( One can see them in the dark 
tiiikeiiiig with their cycles 
c hec'king to set if they ve brought 
the right supplies or getting into 
then swim suits 
The uneasy calm that one is 
giected with,coupled witn the 
quiet sense of confidence and 
(letei raination displayed by each 
ot the pai licipants is something 
thrit (annot be fathomed possibly 
ill any other medium of sport 
1 ast yea I the Ti lathlon m 
Homliav was an exhibition sport 

The victorious team from BEG, 
Pune. Second from right is win¬ 
ner Subhash NIrmale. Beside 
him IS his coach Sahebrao 
Darekar flanked by his other wards 
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BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


the hot sun dancings on your 
head—that too on a lazy 
Sunday— its easy to believe this 
whole exercise is insane. 

Well, loony for some, gutsy for 
others! 

The competitors had already 
started trooping towards the 
beach. Race director and general 
secretary of the Triathlon 
Federation, Anita Sood was 
barking orders into a mike asking 
them to line up according to their 
respective age groups. Here it 
would be prudent to add that, had 
it not been for the untiring efforts 
of Ms Sood, the Triathlon may not 
have come to India. Tirelessly, 
patiently and almost lovingly, 
Anita, along with a couple of other 
sports enthusiasts like Tom Alter, 
Stevan Fernandes, Anand Sarang, 
Sandeep Divgikar and Ayaz 
Memon, goaded along with the 




Last year, the Triathlon 
in Bombay was an 
exhibition sport. Held to 
gauge the response such 
a .sport would generate, • 
the response was 
phenomenal. This year*s 
competition was going to 
decide the national 
champion of India. 
There was a significant 
decrease in the number 
of competitors, a sign 
which revealed not the 
lack of interest but that 
the competition had 
discarded its flip]pant 
fun image for something 
more serious. 


support of a host of other 
well wishers, had shaf>ed a dream 
and helped share it with others. 

The starters gun had gone off 
and the competitors had started 
scrambl: ng into the sea. It was a 
mad rush with people, pushing, 
shoving, tripping, gagging on sea 
water, yet never, short on 
enthusiasm. 

The swim was long and slow. 
From a distance iyooked as if 


Ben Oudekamphuis (left) ran not 
for winning but for peace 


each one was going through his 
strokes in slow motion. The 
participants appeared to be taking 
this leg of the event rather slowly. 
The real test of the Triathlon lay 
later... in the gruelling 40 km 
cycling leg and the lO km run. 

After about 20 odd minutes the 
first combatants were already 
coming in. The crowd was by now 
in a frenzy, cheering lustily. 
Subash Nirmale of the Bombay 
Engineering Group (BEG),Pune 
staggered out of the sea and 
started loping towards his cycle 
his each stride bringing a fresh 
shout from the crowd. “Go. go. Go 
for it,” shouted Tom Alter. 

“Cmon, damn it. Don’t give up,” 
shrilled Anita Sood in that, by 
now. famous voice of her^s. 

Subash didn't. He did falter at 
one stage though and looked 
back. One of the volxmteers 
sensing his discomfiture, ran 
towards him with a fresh packet 
of water. He eyed it like a greedy 
hyena who hasn’t had a me41 for 
weeks, grabbed it and poured the 
water on his head. On the way to 
his cycle, he snatched two more 
packets of water from volunteers 
and judging by the way he poured 
it down his face it seemed as 









Oneofthefewr stragglers wtio 
came out of the swimming leg 
scrambles towards his cycle 

to three, but to no avail. Gkulekar 
never had the satisfaction of 
equalling his rival, yet was 
sustained by that faint glimmer of 
hope. Nirmale was pedalling 
strongly but Qadekar's forte was 
the 10 km run. The boy had stored 
up the last reserves of his already 
flagging strength for that. It was 
the only ace he could play on an 
oinerwise empty cecK.. 

Nirmale reached the last leg stdl 
three munutes ahead of Gadekar. 
He docked his cycle and quickly 
took off on his run. Gadekar soon 
came in after him. Hopes of a stiff 
contest were raised. 

.. .And dashed. Nirmale*s thin 
figure was soon spotted, coming 
down the slopes of Pali Hill. The 
boy was hunched over and 
labouring for breath. His eyes 
filmed with sweat straining to 



though he was going to eat the 
packet, too. 

One leg completed, two legs to 
go. Jiost as one saw Suhash 
disappearing ai ound the corner. 
Rajendra Gadekar, also from BEG, 
emerged from the waves. Things 
were getting hotter and the 
weather was adding to the already 
breathless atmosphere. Nirmale 
was five minutes ahead of 
Gadekar when he started 
changing out of hxs trxinks and 
into his shorts. He tried to speed 
things up a bit and was ready for 
action in no time, “Go. go go,’* his 
coach yelled A brief backward 
glance when he rounded the 
corner of Hotel Palm Grove and 
he was gone. 

Subash Nirmale was by now lost 
in the by-lanes of Bombay, 
pedalling furiously on his cycle. 
Gadekar. who incidentally 
finished top of the honours list in 
last year's Triathlon and 
represented India in the Asian 
Triathlon in Beijing last year was 
close behind. 

Metre by metre, Gadekar had 
cut the lead built up by Nirmale. 
The five minute lead was reduced 



An exhausted funior 
after finishing his stipulated dis¬ 
tance 






The 40 km cycling leg can be 
raaHy gruelling after a 1.5 Ion 
awim In the eea 

focus The crowd realised the 
effort that went into Nirmale’s 
race For them a new national 
champion was soon to cross the 
finish line And he did, m a timing 
of3 hours and 15 mmutes It was 
a fantastic demonstration of all 
round skills and dogged 
endurance Gadekar followed 9 
minutes later, his game resistance 

oovorcd. tkuo oliebdow of defeat 

As he crossed the finish line, 
Nirmale was waiting for him and 
Gadekar fell mto his arms An 
emotional show of camaraderie 
that gave this inhuman race a 
streak of wonderful humanity 
Later on this year, Nirmale will 
represent India at the World 
Triathlon Championships in 
Australia 

One by one the piartinpants 
came in and then fimsh was 
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The crowd did not cheer 
Ben Oudelcamphuic 
because he was me lone 
foreigner in the 
Triathlon. The crowd 
cheered him because of 
I what he ran for. Ben ran 
for peace and on the 
I back of his T-shirt was 
inscribed the stark 
message: 'War doesn’t 
say anything about who 
is right...Only who is left.’ 


cheered by the audience Suddenly 

the cha.nte of a. by now vooiferona 

crowd grew louder The first 
competitor m the women s ne Jon 
was ending her race at the fimsh 
line Ace swimmer Pumla Gupta 
oonung from Bangalore was 
labourin g her way down the 
slopes cjmmg into the Otter’s 
Club The crowd always gallant 
and overly sportmg, honoured 
her by clapping as one as she 
inched her way towards the fimsh 
line She had done better than 


PICTURES QAUTAMPATOLE 


most of her male counterparts, 
clocking an impresive 3 hours 34 
minutes 

Soon after Pumta fimshed her 
race another sight crowned a day 
full of emotional events Frail 
tired and gasping for breath, 
75-year-old Vaskar'Mama from 
Raigarh finished what was 
perhaps the greatest race of his 
hfe He did not race for a prize His 
contribution'^ He added to the 
undying spirit of sportmg 
competition And then came Ben 
Oudekaraphuis from America He 
lumbered along, all 6 ’6’ of him, 
hiB hands raised and fmgers 
displaymg the peace sign as he 

fimshed his race The crowd did 
not cheer him because he was the 
lone foreigner in the Triathlon 
The crowd cheered him because of 
what he ran for 

■Ren raLti for peace and on the 

back of his T shirt was inscribed a 
stark message “War doesn t say 
anythmg about who is 
right Only who is left ’ 

And truly so In war tom times 
hke this, what one needs is a 
healthy sense of competition All 
differences made up and sorted 
out m the sporting arena And for 
this one cannot think of any other 
suitable medium of sport than the 
triathlon • 






C ONTINUING with 
the kata, complete 
the turn with the 
left foot going into 
zenkutsu-dachi and the 
left hand performing a 
lower block. Then take 
one step forward with 
the right leg and throw 
a right middle punch. 
Sweeping the right leg 
out behind you, turn 
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180'". going into a right 
zenkutsu-dachi and 
performing a right 
lower block. Step 
forward with the left 




Turn 270°and perform 
lower block with left 
hand 




leg, throwing a left 
middle punch. 

BySMvaJiGMiKuly 
KyokiwhlnlcalliMi karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


*K % 


The Kyokushinkaikan 
Karate Headquarters, 
Calcutta will be holding a 
one-week Inetructors' 
Camp during the 
third-fourth week of 
February. Interested 
persons can write to Shivail 
Ganguly at 136 Harish 
Mukheriee Road, Calcutta 
700025 


I 




Step forward with 
right and throw right 
middle punch 
















Step forward with left 
and throw left middle 
punch 
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^IPbllTS HALL Or.SHAMB 



SYllAmAZOLO 



hio UNW5 'V\ TUE VORtP kVME NtfiOE CWAMPlOW- 
SWVP TWAiATUE lAUREMiS ®Ol^ 

COUMt^AAl^ -VJH\CM AVSO OOOBIES AS AM 
AkRTOKT R5R TME SMAIU \a#iA TOVIM. THE bOCAL 
AiRFtXZr'S SIKieiEGRASS R\6MT 

THBOO&M Se\/EJA OF TWE N\NE W\OV.ESOl^THE 
SMAU_ COURSE. HAROflDJ^ COFFERS 
ADVISED TO LOOK RV5>rtT, LEFT AND 6E(Ol^ 
TEEJM6 OFF e>^CAiyeJS. the F^MES wave 
TUE W&MT-OF-WAiC 


»W AN NBA EJCWxBmON GAME IN RffiM\UvW> 
WEE BOCKS PLAVER S»0>®'^ A«MCR>^ PO UEP 
A 6R0»N MOSOE — PUR»N& AlEtEVJSLON >NTER 
V\EW/ MONCRVEF WAD eeWT OER^O PWX OP A 

Piece of gum fromtwe ©vm floor vwen we 

SUFFERED TWE FREAK LNJOR/TWfiT KEPrW\M 
ON TWE BENCW R3RTWE SOCnV/O GAMES. 


THE FUMNY SIDE OF QOLF 


RULE A-'l; FDe/v\ aNP ^AA^^F Of OUB^: 
AM. «M?r5 Of -TUf. CW<e GUAM. Ft FIXER 50 
-niAf -tllC OtUF 15 ONE- UNIT 
























Y bu exercise to keep 
fit and stay 
healthy, right? 
Now what if you 
are asked the question, 
“Are you exercising 
yourself sick?’* ‘Hey, 
youVe got to be 
kidding,' v/i\\ probably 
be your answer Well we 
ai’en't actually, because 
too much of exercise 
does take its toll on the 
body’s immune system 
and makes one more 
susceptible to illness, 
specially the contagious 
colds and flu. 

I’he situation sounds 
familiar, doesn’t it? 
You^ve trained 
non-stop for three hours 
lind the next day you get 
out of bed with a 


THE 
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COLUMN 


running nose and a 
headache' That is 
because the body’s 
immunity system 
becomes a bit rusty after 
a really hard workout. 

Btoidiea in New Mexico 
have shown that 
bicyclists who nxle hard 
for two hours, decTeased 
their inuijunity by 24%. 
This decn^?ase 
significantly weakened 
their defenc?es and left 
them temporarily 
vulnerable to infections. 

We are talking here of 
‘too much’ exercise and 
that again is a relative 


term Fi v e sets of bench 
presses with 110 kgs is 
normal for some, but 
there are people who ai’e 
new to the game. For 
them, that is the 
ultimate level they 
dream of achieving one 
day. 

Even experts are not 
sure as to how much of 
exercise la too much. 

But there le no 
difference of opinion 
over the facit that ii’ the 
fat level in the body falls 
below a certain limit 
^heii exercising you arc 
iictually burning fat^the 


tx)dy becomes 
susceptible specially to 
uppier respiratory 
infections 

Body fat is one of the 
main agents that keeps 
the immune system in 
go<.id condition. People 
with a lower amount of 
fat fall sick more 
frequently than pxxiple 
wuth more fat content in 
them. In men if the body 
fat dips below 8 to 9y. 
they bficome prone to 
infection 

Here’s how it happens. 
When you exercise you 

ting slrfiSK 

becaus€j you are urging 
your body to go all out. 
Once you are under 
stress the body's 


imm une system begins 
to falter. The Ixidy has 
it’s own aj’iTiy, knowm as 
the ‘natural killer cells’ 
They are a squad of cells 
that track down and 
destroy infe^^ted cells. 
However, two hours of 
really strenuous exercise, 
that is really demanding 
secs the hormone 
cortisol go up and this 
increase subsequently 
reduces the activity of 
the natural killer cells. 
Severe exercise when 
you push yourself to the 
limit is a form of stress 

luid lik© other forms of 
stress, it has some 
detrimental effects on 
the body. 

Now the question that 


DON^T 







comea to your mind 
muflt be whether you 
need to cut back on your 
exercise 

progamme, when 
you've taken months to 
reach the level you aie 
at. No. But now that you 
know some of the 
detrimental effects of 
over-exercising you will 
want to take some 
precautions. Here they 



»u aft 
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When 

exerclsina|iutdp>rft; 
8«e to ittran 
wearing clothes that 
are warm aird 
comfortable 


I- 


Hide from germs: After 
strenouB exercise there 
seems to be a window of 
vulnerability during 
which there is a greater 
risk of getting infected. 
Researchers are not sure 
how long it lasts (the 
guesses are 1-12 hou rs) 
Certain viruses thrive 
best on body 


temperatures slightly 
below the 98.6 degree 
norm. Wai'm clothes 
should be worn so that* 
the temperature does 
not drop below that. 


' Dress in layers: Layer 

one, next to your skin 
should be one that 
absorbs the 

perspiration. Layer two, 
should act as an 
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[ insillator to trap warm 
air. And if you are 
jog'gfing', a wind cheater 
to protect you from the 
wind is a roust. You can 
always peel off a layer if 
it gets too warm. In the 
gym, avoid sharing 
water bottles,.they are 
proven germ breeders. 
Also keep your hands off 
your eyes and nose, the I 

easiest routes for germs 

to enter the system. 


Munch: People with 
low levels of body fat Eire 
more susceptible to 
infectons It’s 
recommended that you 
stay several percentage 
,points above the 
minimum. Hey wait, 
this ^oes not give you 
the licence to raid the 
the refridgerator. We 
need not elaborate on the 
effects of choiesteroL do 
we? Whole grains, fruits 
and vegetables are 
energy storehouses for 
the exercisers 


After you go hard, toko it 

easy; Don’t let today’s 
accomplishments 
become tomorrow’s 
obligation. Never train 
hard on successive days 
Instead recover with a 
day of rest and/or easy 
exercise. 


Relax: If you are 
woriying about youi* 
exercise it’s inviting 
double stress, because 
exercise itself involves 
stress. So, if you feel run 
down after an exercise 
session don*t fret, relax. 
All you can do is protect 
yourself the best you 
can. Your immune 
system will do the real. 


OVERDO IT! I 
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MADRAS 


tato^Railway 

aSiIetks 


W ITH the cream of Induin 
athletes coming from the 
Hallways, the Liter Railway 
Athletics Championship always 

attrooto more than jviet paeeuigr 

interest National marks have 
been lowered during this meet and 
competition is generally of a very 
high order 

The 56th edition of the Inter 
Railway Championship conducted 
by the Southern Railway at 
Madras from Jan 21 to 23 lived 
up to expectations About 5CX) 
athletes, includmg around 150 
women from 21 units, took part in 
the three-day meet 
Athletes from Southern 
Railway, as usual, dominated the 
show claiming the overEill team 
title easily The men’s team 
garnered 168 points to win the 
Saudi Arabia Gold Cup for the 

fifth year in aucceosion while the 

women s team had a tally of 
130 50 points to win the Knpa 
Naram Cup for the 10th year in a 
row 

Southern Railway’s overall tally 
was thus 298 50 points enough to 
give them the Kaul Gold Cup for 
the overall title- for the fifth year 
in succession 

The first athlete to put up a 
noteworthy performance was 
Eastern Railway's Kavita Garari 
On the opening day, she set a new 
meet record of 55 minutes, 08 3 
seconds in winning the 10 km 
walk This set iside her own mark 
of 55 minutes 25 seconds clocked 
last year 

The othei notable happening on 
the first day was the performance 
of Satkaran Singh of Northern 
Railway in the men s shot put 
With a throw ol 17 27 metres, the 
promising young putter pushed 
hot favourite S D Eashanto 
second place Eashan could throw 
the shot only 16 42 metres 
Ram Nivas who won the 5000 
metres on the oponmg day 
beating the more fancied K M 
Suresh to second place completed 


Kavita Garari: a new meet record 
In the 10km walk in the 
Inter-Railway athletics 
championships 

a double on the second day when 
he won the 1500 metres The 
Western Railway star brushed 
aside the challenge of 
international BaJhadur PTasad to 
score a comfortable win 
There was a fascinating duel 
between intematuials Molly 
Chacko and Rosa Kutty, both 
from Southern Railway, in the 
women’s 1500 met 'es Rosa had a 
marginal lead but v as unable to 
sustain the pace anu Molly who 
showed excellent judgement m 
acoeleratmg at the right time, 
sped past to finish first Rosa 
ultimately finished third, the 
second place gfomg to Apama 
Boyer 

Sprmt queen P T Usha taking 


part in hei first event since the 
Bering Asian Games last year 
participated only in the 4 x lOO 
metre relay in which she anchored 
Southern Railway to an easy 
victory Southern also took the 

4 X 100 metre relay for men 
On the final day, Nalluswami 

Annavi of Southern dominated the 
show The international high 
jumper first cleared the bar at 

5 08 metres He then set the bar at 

2 14 metres suid cleared that too, 
breaking his own meet mark of 
2 13' letres set in 1989 
Encouiaged, Annavi then went 
for the national mark of 2 16 
metres, but failed His effort 
however earned him the Marshall 
Tito medal for outstanding 
performance of the meet 
The meet ended with Southern 
Railway completmg a sweep of the 
relay events by winning the 






4 X4(X) for both men and women. 
Their overwhelming superiority 
can be gauged by the fact that, in 
the men’s team event, Northern 
(99 points) finished second—69 
points behind Southern. And in 
the women’s team event, Eastern 
(67.50) fi n ished second—63 
points behind Southern. 

It was only the second time that 
the prestigious meet was being 
held outside New Delhi and 
Southern Railway spared no 
efforts in making the conduct of it 
a success, including a colourful 
opening ceremony. 

Partab Ramchaitd 


ShMd FootbaJl 


T he Patna Athletic Association 
football team clinched the 
prestigious Governor Shield 
football chanipipiiship held here 
recently. 

In the tough-contestcd final 
played at the Shatahdi SladiuriK 
Patna defeated Morhabadi 
Football club (Ranchi) by 1-0 The 
solitary goal for Patna was scored 


by Atit in the 19th minute of the 
second half of play. 

Earlier, the first semi-final was 
decided through the tie-breaker 
when Patna Athletic Association 
beat Electricity Board (Ranchi) by 
4-2. In the second semi-final 
Morhabadi Football club defeated 
MECON by a solitary goal by Amit 
in the 15th minute of the second 
half of the match. 

The Patna Athletic Association 
team which won the General 
Shield championship. 


The winners of the 'team of four* 
event receiving the 'NIdeshak 
Cup* from Mr. Q. C. Jain, 
(Executive Director, SAIL) 



ct BiMgB 


D r. B. D. CHATTARAJ and D. N. 

Vaushishta lifted the “Firoj 
Qutar Shield”, when they won the 
mastor'e pair event of the 5th 

Ranchi District open bridge 
tournament, organised by SAIL 
units sports club, Ranchi. 











, DrB D Chattaiaj and D N 
Vaelushtabolh from SAIL scored 
275 points while M S 
Miikhopadhyay and Dr SS K 
Paul from the same team got 
second place with 274 points 
Sunil Sinha and T P l3utta of 
Milam club i*amc third with 271 
points 

In the team ol four event, the 
team of P K Chaudhury, Ajay 
Kumar fUmon club), Sharada 
flinch rtnd Aisim Oao (SAIL) 
cJjjic bed the “Nideshak cup” 
leaving behind the team of Dr T 
K Pratihar (SAIL), S C 
Shnvastav (H E C ). K C Tnpathi 
[ andD S Sharma (MECON) at 
second place 

I Alt ogether 80 players from 
diffei ent sports clubs took p>art in 
I this t ournament, The Chief Guest 
MrG C Jam, executive director, 
SAIL gave away the prizes 
Anil Kumar Singh 


CALCUTTA 


Spastks ^nrts 


T he Annual Sports of the Centre 
for Special Education, Spastics 
1 Society of Eastern India was held 
. on Sunday 27th Januai-y 1991 
I MissV Lakhumalam. Project 
I Officer. British Coimcil was the 
I Chiel Guest 

I A hundred and forty-five 
, students of the Centre 
participated in the sports which 
' started with a march past by the 
mobile students A number of 
events followed iii quick 
I succession with all the students 
' eagerly participating 

One of the important events of 
tl ie d»y woH itxi t;x.uellt?iit 

1 Bralachan display The efforts of 
I t tie ohildi en lughlighted the 
traiumg and education that they 
t receive in their special school 
Miss Lakhumailani gave away 
the prizes for the sports events 
I and various acadmic awards 


Children taking part In the 
Annual Sports of the Spastics 
Socle^«itrf Eastern India 




















RANJI TROPHY ROUNDUP 


NORTH ZONE 


Mk FTERagapof 
■R four seasons 
BBHarvana 
^^alified for the 
knocK-out stage of the 
Ran]i Trophy 
chamDionship from 
North Zone along 
with formei 
champions, and 
current runner up 
Delhi 

The cancellation of 
the Pakistan tout of 
India early this yeai 
perhaps, helped 

Haryana the moet ae 
the State enjoyed the 
services of the 
best-known playai 
Kapil Dev in the 
league phase of the 
championhip which 
spread over two 
months, thanks to the 
sudden change of 


Haryana Basks 

In Starshine 


Kapil Dev, fresh 
from a hottrick in 
the Asia Cup, 
took over the 
reins of coptoincy 
from Cheton 
Shormo in the key 
match OMinst 
Delhi..!The 
former Indion 
skipper took 
three for 48, 
while Cheton 
collected five for 
104... 


itinerary by the 
Board of Contol for 
Cricket m India 

Haryana ended the 
league phase with two 
innings victories, two 
draws and one 
abandoned match 
for a total of 87 pomts 
from five matches 

Speedster Chetan 
Shai ma led the team 
in the fixtures against 
Himachal and J & K 
Haryana defeated 
Himachal by an 
inmngs and 112 i uiis 
as Amarjeet Kaypee 
and Rajesh Pun 
slammed centuiit s 
Kaypee hit 168, 
while Pun scored 
110 NitinGoelwas 
unfortunate to miss 
his‘ton by a single 
run while Deepsuc 
Sharma contributed 
85 in Haryana’s 551 
for SIX declared 

Haryana were 
certain to win the 
next match against J 
& K at Jammu where 
miscreants dug up 
the pitch forcing the 
umpires to award the 
match to Haryana 
with sixteen points 

Strangely the 
match between 
Punjab and Haryana 
was played early in 
the season and the 
drawn result onlv 
eased the pressure on 
Delhi which normally 
had to play either of 
the two teams for 
completmg their 
engagements This 
tune Delhi played J & 
K, while Haryana 



Chetan Sharma. 1000 
runs and 100 wickets 

took on Services Only 
Pumab were left to 
battle it out with 
Delhi foi then last 
league match 
Kapil Dev, fresh 
from a hat-trick in the 
Asia Cup, took over 
the rems of captamey 
from Chetan ^arma 
m the kw match 
against Delhi The 
former India captain 
took three for 48 
while Chetan Sharma 
collected five for 104 


as Delhi were all out 
for 316 

The best match was 
against Services m 
which Kapil and 
Chetan Sliai ma 
captured mne and 
seven wickets, 
respectively, to finish 
their league with a 
resounding victory 

Delhi had scored 
inmngs victories over 
Services and 
Himachal, drew with 
Haryana, defeated 
Punjab and struggled 
against J & K with a 
second string ' 

Ajay Sharma, 
discarded by the 
national selectors was 
bent upon improving 
his chances for the 
forthcoimng season 
He made 216 against 
Services, 163 not out 
against Himachal, 
missed the match 
against Haryana due 
to a ‘stiff neck and 
slammed 130 against 
Punjab He was away 
lor the last match 
against J & K 
representing North 
Zone m the Duleep 
Trophy 

Jammu and 
Kashmir were 
drubbed by Punjab by 
an mnmgs and 47 
runs The match at 
Dharamshala saw 
Gursharan Singh 
scoring 115 in 
Punjab’s 468 J & K 
were skittled out for 
166 and 255 m each 
inmngs 

K.P. VEMKAT, New MM 




MAILBAQ 


Hie mtimate 
Flayer! 


I T is true that Ivan Lendl has not 
won Wimbledon yet. It is also 
irrefutable that he is no longer the 
No. 1 player in the world. Despite 
all this he should, by and large, be 
a fulfilled man. He is a person who 
has.nurtured ms taieni an along. 
Complacency is alien to him and 
he has always given the tennis 
world the best of his capabilities. 

True champions can never 
really fade from memory. It is 
because they take both victory and 
defeat in their stride. Men like 
Lendl will always continue to 
remain in high esteem of both 
critics and connoisseurs. 

V. SAMPATH, 

Madras. 


wm We Make It? 


TT was heartening to see the 
Alndians trying their best against 
the lormidable team from 
Holland. It was a good 
opportunity to see Eric Gerets, 
Koeman and of course the 
legendary Bobby Robson. Though 
the scoreline was not in our 
favour we certainly learnt a lot 
from these experienced 
footballers. In the third match the 
Indians definitely played better, 
but then again the visitors were 
too good for us. The PSV 
Eindhoven team played some good 
professional soccer and impressed 
the crowds. We Indians can 
certainly take a lesson or two from 
the visitors on the improved 
techniques of the game. Credit 
should also go to Tata Steel and its 
chairmanRussi Mody for the 
yeoman work they have done in 
promoting the game in India. 
RAJIBMISRA, 

Sambaipur. 


C ONGRATS to David Gower on 
the completion of his 8000 runs 
in cricket. It was a marvelous 
performance by the lefthanded 



course his superb cover drives. 
RABINDRA PANIGRAHI, 
DIBAKARSAHOO, 
HARISCHANDRA JANI, 
Orissa. 


ASUp 


a 


batsman who has always 
impressed with his stylish 
knocks. He will be remembered in 
cricket history for his stylish 
batting, his cool approach and of 


T his has reference to the article 
written by Suprakash Ghoehal 
on the Asia Cup (Issue 9-15, 

Jan HU). He naa written tnat 
Azhar’s partnership with 
Tendulkar and Manjrekar was the 
saving grace for the Indians. But 
the fact is that Tendulkar did not 
bat with the Indian captain. Azhar 
came in only after Tendulkar was 
out Even the score card made it 
quite clear that they did not bat 
together. 

In the Reader’s Quiz the 
answer for qfuestion 4 was given 
as 1806.1 am not sure as to 
whether there was a Test match 
played in the year 1806.’Though 
the answers were sent by the 
contributor the magazine cannot 
escape responsibility for printing 

th© same. Will ©omconc plcooc do 

something? 

B. NATARAJAN, 

Madras. 


Gesture 


FIlHE article on cricket written by 
JL the British Prime Minister, 
John Major, after 
witnessing the one-dayers and the 
Tests made good reading. No 
doubt the morale of youngsters 
like Tendulkar, Fraser, and 
Atherton will receive a boost as a 
result of Mr. Majoi^ interest. 

But in our oountiy the 
politicians do not give a damn 
about sports. Leave alone writing, 
they are never at any matches 
unless they have some ulterior 
motive. Our politicians can 
certainly learn a lesson or two 
from the British premier. If our 
statesmen show some interest in 
the sporting affairs of our 
country, then we can surely 
benefit from them. 
ABTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack. 


























IQUIZ/BRIDQEI 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 With what sport is the ‘Firestone 
Tournament of Champions' 
associated^ 

2. What does ‘pick' mean in 
basketball 

3 Peter Shilton's 100th 
international match was, in a way, 
an ignominy, for himself and 
England as in that match there 

was a hat-trick against England 

Who got the hat-trick and for 
whom"^ 

4 Where is the world governing 
body of gymnastics based‘> 

j 5 In the historic Oval Test in 1979 
, in which Gavaskar scored a 
brilliant 221, India started their 
second innings needing — runs 
in 500 minutes to win How 
many^ 

6 Who captained England in 27 
Tests without ever being asked to 
lead a tour of Australia'? 

ANSWERS 

1 Bowling (This is the richest 
tournament of professional 
bowling) 

2 Stationing oneself so that the 

defensive man guarding the 

ball handler will be unable to 
stay with him, having run into 
the picker 

3 Marco Van Basten for Holland in 
an European Cup group match 
at Ousseldorf on June 15,1988 
I 4 Switzerland 
1 5 438 runs 
I 6 Colin Cowdrey 



One of the many upsets (due 
largrely to the very short matches 
necessitated by the huge entry 
unlik e the limited field in the 
other years of the 4-year cycle of 
world championships) in the 
Ftosenblum Teams m the last 
world championships at Geneva 
was the knockout blow given to 
the star-studded American team 
oi Martel (Chip Martel, Lew 
Stansby, Bob Hamman, Bobby 
Wolff, Chuck Burger, Jimmy 
Cayne) by their fellow 
countrymen in the 
pre-quarterfmal round The 
Martel team was leading by 19 
unps with tnree boards to go With 
one to go. they were still 8 up 
This was that fateful board - 



NORTH(dummy) 


■“ 


^ Q 10 9 6 5 


'' Q 7 4 


4k Q 0 8 4 2 

WEST 

EAST 

# K J 7 6 

4 8 5 4 2 

' J 

Q K 8 2 

A J 10 

J9 e 2 

^ A K J 7 6 

< 10 5 3 


SOUTH 

- A O 10 9 3 

' A 7 4 3 
/ K 6 & 3 

♦ - 

In the Open Room, multiple 
world champion Wolff, South 
opened one hean, West doubled, 
North raised to four hearts, 
passed round to West, who 
doubled again At the other table. 


Kem Shuman, playmg the same 
contract &om the North seat had 
an easier time and made her 
contract. Against Wolff, West led 
the club king. Wolff ruffed, played 
a diamond to the queen, ruffed a 
club, cashed spade aoe discarding 
a diamond from dummy, led spade 
queen, covered and ruffed, took a 
club ruff, and led the spade ten to 
ruff out the jack Another club 
ruff with the ace as East sluffed 

tiiEf loKit spade, left ” 


WEST 

iyORTH(dumniy) 

^ Q 10 9 
' 7 

+ Q 

EAST 

♦ 7 

♦ - 

' ' J 

#K 8 2 

A J 

^ 9 B 

6 A 



SOUTH 

^93 

r — 

C K 6 5 

A - 


Now when the spade nine was 
played, throwing dummy's last 
diamond, East ruffed and 
returned a diamond for dummy to 
ruff At trick ten. dummy exited 
with the club queexi to West's aoe 
Now in the 2-card ending, with 
the trump queen-ten in dummy. 
West led the diamond ace and the 
moment of truth had arrived Did 
East have the king or the jack? 
Wolff misguessed, ruffing with 
the queen to lose 12 imps, the 
match and the championship 
SairtMiu GhoM 


I THE FALDO FORMULA 

FROM TEE TO GREEN I 

Poor Alignment 




61 
























INDIAN 
SATELLITE 
TENNIS 



The facts: First Je^ of Satellite 
championships in Bombay: Vladi¬ 
mir Oabrichidse beats Leander 
Paes, 6-4,6-3. in final 

Second 1^ in Cochin: Paes loses 
to Alois Buest in the first round. 

Third leg in Bombay: Paes loses 
to Oabrichidze, 6-0, 6-4 in final. 

The Master's chamj^onsh^. in 
Indore: Paes defeats Gabriohidze 
insemi-Snal. 6-7(8-10), 6-1. 6-3. 

Wins the final against Massimo 
Valeri 0-6. 7-5, 6-2. 

Hence, in his first Satellite 
^ries on tlw pro circuit . Paes 
emerge auooessfti/. A winner. 


A 

w hands are expressive. Leander 
Paes sits in his blue Lotto track 
suit in an air conditioned office 
and conveys a look of sheer 
energy. The restlessness in his 
movements, the constant shifting 
about while sitting, the eyes 
wandering all over the room and 
the distinctive voice, part kid, part 
adiilt and full of nervous 
excitement. 

He leads an exciting life now. He 
is easily recognised when he 
travels in his home city of 


was in Melbourne* and 1 had just 
returned from Beijing then*.*l 
bought this in Hongkong* and 1 
promise to take you guys out for 
lunch when I return from 
Bangkok.' Surely such talk will 
kindle the envy of any other 
aeventeen-year-old. Paes now 
gives an impression of inexorable 
confidence. Youth and intense 
energy mixed with success can 
create a strong momentum, tie 
expects to go places. 

That was what he said at the 
beginning of this article when 
asked about his future prospects: 
*My mind is strong now. 1 feel 
good, It was a very good learning 
experience, playing in this 
Satellite tournament. It was the 
first time that 1 was playing in a 
pro tournament. I knew most of 
the players but I had not seen 
them play. But 1 had trained hard 
and after this championship, I 
have noticed that my ground 
strokes have improved , my 
angles are sharper and I have a 
good temperament * 

But it was his duels with 
Vladimir Gabrichidze (now 
ranked 216 on the ATP computer) 
that fascinated him. ‘This guy was 
amazing. I have never seen a 
player, except of course in the top 
league, emit so much of 
confidence and assurance. When 
he was leading, he was so full of 
assurance that it was amazing. 
And he hit the ball so hard I had 
some difficulty in tackling it.’ 

Paes is a serve and volley player 
and he has some difficulty in 
playing on clay. His natural game 
was curbed to a large extent. But 
he still managed to reach the final 
of the first leg at Bombay where 
Gabrichidze knocked him out. 
About Cochin, in the second leg, 
he said, 1 don’t want to make 
excuses, but I had a tom stomach 
muscle. It is a recurring problem 
and it occurs because of my 
peculiar service action. So I lost to 


time, did gentle yoga exercises 
and was quite fit after a week. 
Again, he met Gabrichidze in the 
third leg at Bombay and lost 0*6, 
4-6. 

By now, his mind was ticking. It 
was time to use a new strategy. 
There was no thought of despair. 
Or of feeling a loss of confidence 
because he had lost to Gabrichidze 
twice. No, the thought was: This 
guy could be beaten, but there has 
to be a different strategy. One 
cannot use the serve and volley 
game against him. ’ 

In Indore, in the semi-finals of 
the Masters championships, Paes 
met Gabrichidze again. But this 
time he changed his strategy. 
Rather than serve and attack the 
net immediately, he stayed back 
and slugged it out from the 
baseline. 

Endless rallies were played this 
way and a surprised Gabrichidze 
did not know what hit him. By the 
time he had recovei ed from the 
shock, Paes had waltzed away 
with the match. The score: 6 7, 
( 8 - 10 ) 

(a string broke during this 
tie-break and Paes had to use a 
new, unfamiliar racket), 6-1,6-3. 

Later, in the final, he was also 
two points away from defeat in the 
second set but recovered to beat 
Massimo Valeri, 0-6, 7-5, 6-2. 

‘1 had the killer-instinct’ he said, 
T discovered that I had an 
enormous determination to win. 
And by refusing to give up, by 
keeping on challenging myself, I 
was able to win both these vital 
matches. It was thrilling.' 

A digression here: Why on earth 
didn’t he take part in the junior 
tournament of the recently 
concluded Australian Open? His 
reply: ‘I am moving off to the 
senior loagrue. There was no point. 
1 needed to play in these Satellite 
championships in order to get 
ATP points. But more than that, 
the final of the Masters 


y mind is 
strong now'. 
The voice is 
confident, the 
black eyes are 
widen^ in 
emphasis, the 


Calcutta. He has qfuite a few Alois Buest in the first round. * He ohainpionships coincided with the 

female admirers. And his talk is had one week to recover. He put Australian Open and hence I could 

peppered with: That was when I ice packs on his stomach all the not take part.’ 











I^eanclei' Paes emerges 
confident and raring to go 
after his successful debut in 
the pro-cii’cij-it 


Le^nder Paes has shown , 

un-lndian like behaviour when, ^ ^ 
fought back and defeated 
Gabrichidze and later, Massimo 
Valeri. It was strange because we 
Indians cave in so easily. But 
perhaps there is hopie that this 
new generation of tennis players, 
growing up in independent and 
prosperous India, have a different 
attitude to life. Paes seems to 

eacozxipliry He seems hes/ted 

for greater success. But then 
suddenly there is a sobering 
thought; Once upon a time 
Ramesh Krishnan was also junior 
Wimbledon champion but where is 
he now? 

Shsvlin Ssbasttan 






DULEEP TROPHY FINAL 


Tall Scores And 



T Hi iww m 

Uulttp Trophy 
iiiiil })!ay€‘d 
r# {f iitlv at 
Kfr II in Sla-drum 
I inishtripui onceiig’am 
lui nf fl out to hf the 
SJirTir (jld stor> of tall 
sf or ^ s ()n a placid ti ac k 
wl u h (iiabltd the 
rnaioTity ot thebatsnun 
to t iki advantage of the 
stupf tyin^ lack <}f 
thiust intlK bowling in 
oux d Jinostic (irc le 
L< iding aside Witli at 
least foul playcis on the 
SIC k list the North /one 
skipficr Kapil Dev mubt 
ha^ t bi f n t(‘mpted to put 
Wl St /one 111 to bat on a 
pitf h that \ ad bomr 
irrass left on it But as it 


turned out the pitch 
was babically slow and 
thf West Zone sea mtrs 
made an elabof ate joke 
of utilising the 
conditions 

Interesting’ly maybe in 
his youthful 
enthusiasm the one 
bowlti who made the 
batsineii play on the 
opf ning day was Sachin 
TonduJkai while 
experienced R*iju 
Kulkaini Hashid Patel 
and C h< tan Mankad 
proved absolutely 
innoc uou*^ 

Thoug-hAjay ladtja 
1) provided some 
sparkle to an opening 
stand of 95 i uns with 
Raman Lamba it w.is 


Though Ajoy Jodejo 
providM some 
sporkle to on 
opening stand of 95 
runs with Roman 
Lombo, it wos the 
lotter who, in 
company with his 
Delhi teammate 
Monoj Probhokor, 
grobbed the 
opportunity to 
emphasise his 
prowess in the 
domestic high 
scoring bottles... 


the latter whom 
(onipany witli his Delhi 
teammate Manoj 
Pi abh ikdir grabbed the 
oppoit unity to 
emphdsi7( hispiowess 
mdoiuestK high 
sc or mg battles 
Lamba (1 HO) who 
battid with 
pc r St v( I UK t anci 
Ft ibhakai 1 1 \ 1) who 
was mort i ntt ipiising 
put up i 1 un St cond 
wic k( t stand wiiu h was 
the COT IK r sum< ofNoitt 
/one s iiLige lot il ot 7 '9 
of! 1 1 ov IS A 
nclid innings of 96 
b\ K I* Hh isk 11 was th< 
otht I n rn u k xbK 
Icitun ot tht Noith 
/oiK innings wink on 
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rayed Tempers 


the third day Kapil with 
his brilliant batting 
lifted the game f i om 
mundane dimensions to 
sublime heights 

We»t Zono who not 

only have a tiadition of 
strong batting line ups 
and also have some 
exppi tisG in chasing 
mammoth totals t(X)k 
then campaign 
philosophically Ravi 
Shastii (1*52) and Sanjav 
Map ck di (105 
bnlhantlv boic tlu 
brunt ol Noith /om s 
m w ball attac k and put 
on 20 ^ 1 uns foi the 
sec Olid wu krt Inter ms 
of at sthclic deliglit 
while Sh istri sknof k 
\^ristriatic MiniHkais 


innings was compact 
and flawless After 
Shastri s dismissal it 
was Dilip Vciigsai kai 
(114) who played a 

nuaiboi of a.tt j jLctivo 

st I okes 

Tht Noith West 
r 1 vali \ s€ emt d to be 
hotting up on tht loi ith 
day w i 1 h West j cply nig 
well to Noith s 
challtngf Tlu Noith 
Zone tKju lei s wi 11 
wdinc d against ninning 
on to thf wic kf t and 
mtimiddtoi V bouling 
(pai tic ulatly 
Piabl^akai) ( lose 
di (isjons h\ the umpiies 
It done of tlu unipiies 
he nig openly abused b\ 
tlu West Zone skippt i 




and latei a vei bal duel 
between Vengsarkar 
and Kapil 

Wc’st looked well set to 
Cl OSS Not th s total when 

thoy 1 ojtc hod foi +wo 

^Mckets but Within a 
span of 57 i uns k)st 
Man) rekai Sac Inn 
lendulkai andVmod 
Kambh to be 409 foi five 
and then dieam of 
beating Not Ih aftei five 
(oust c u ti\ e df feats 
Icxiked almost shatteied 


Looks like a fencing 
bout, but actually Rashid 
Patel and Raman Lamba 
duelling with a bat and a 
stump in the middle of 
the pitch in Keenan 
Stadium Jamshedpur 


Mi 




Ultimately they did 
make 501 but it was not 
enough to meet North s 
challenge 

Howevei an 

xiiigjivovii V iiicideirt 

man cd the excitement 
of the final day when 
two playei s openly 
brawled on the field to 
thfc shcKkmg 
discomfituie ol 
thousands of epectatoi s 
The almuspheie at once 
bevamo tense and play 
had to be abandoned 
with Noith 59 foT no 
loss n then second 
innings 

The incidtnt was the 
outcome ol gi owing 
tension between the two 
teams right fi om the 
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Kapil Dev in full flow 

first day. On the final 
day, all of a sudden, the 
West Zone medium 
pacer Rashid Patel, who 
had been called for a 
no-ball, picked up a 
stump and went 
charg’ing at l^amba who 
had reportedly made 
some displeasing 
remarks and was also 
seen intimidating Patel 
with hia bat. 

Ill fact, a controversy 
about the bowlers from 
both sides overstepping 
onto the wicket haid been 
causing some bitterner^s 
among the players from 

A policeman who got 
Injured when 
brickbatting began in the 
stands following the 
Patel-Lamba fracas 


day one On the final 
day, when the ugly 
incident erupted, 
reports h^id it that Patel 
deliberately ran on to 
the wicket, prompting 
Lamba to warn him. 

Patel lost his temper, 
pulled up a stump, and 
boat Lamba repeatedly, 
while Lamba attempted 
to retaliate. 

Whatever the 
provocation might have 
been, the players 
concerned should have 
complained to the 
umpires instead of 
taking the law into their 
own hands. Most people, 
including the Board 
president Madhav Rao 
Scindia, were of the 
opinion that stem action 
should be taken against 
the erring players. 

A Corra s po n dent, Istiwhsdpuf 


SANTQSH GHOSH 

























Shi ny WIlMr i (nw 
~ will she suiviva 



in solitude and at 
unearthly hourb 
of the morning are 
always hard They get 
eventoughei when 
youiegiossly 
ovet weight and hoping 
to make a comeback 
And even more so when 
you ve left your 
foui monin oia 
daughter alone in bed 
Yet Shiny Wilson (nee 
Abraham) is ready to 
endure all this Having 
married national 
swimmer Wilson 
Cherian at the peak of 
her athletic careei 
Shiny then sat out a year 
of competitive athletics 
to have their child Now 


with baby Elizabeth 
safely delivered this 
talented athlete is 
embaikmg on the long, 
hard road to making a 
comeback 
It was to meet this 
person that I headed for 
the University Ground 
one sleepy morning in 
Trivandrum Hereto 
cover the Nehru Cup 
football, one heard that 
Shiny was traming 
every morning 


Can India look forward to 
great sporting feats from 
this little girl? She 
certainly has the right 

genes 









BACK, MAMA 


braham) is all set to make a comeback after having her baby. But 


ihe o dds and make It ba ck to her former glo ry in athletics ?_ 



How is Shiny going to 
find time for her child...as 
well 8s her athletics? 

Naturally, one was very 

keen cm fiudiag^ oul 

what she felt about her 
chances 

As luck would have it. 
Shiny didn’t turn up 
that morning But a 
young woman athlete 
was kind enough to tell 
me where she was 
staying She also added 
“if you want to meet 
Shmy, you better hurry 
as she will be leaving for 


Delhi in a few hours 1 
made a hurried exit to 
Pandit Colony Her 
residence 

A short tarn ride later I 

was there, bumping into 
heaps of packed luggage 
as I tried to catch 
someone’s eye Finally 
one person noticed this 
stranger and looked 
querymgly in my 
direction “Shiny” I said, 
smce the local dialect 
was Greek to me But it 
was enough A smile 
flashed at once, and a 


t WMMPBV 


W . . 

Lilnl* 


MKHUBHATTAO 


hand help up asking me 
to wait 

And then, there she 
was herself Harried and 

rvilflod—time wao 

running out and things 
still had to be 
packed—but ever 
gracious “Sorry I can’t 
offer you a chair, sir, 
since they’ve all been 
packed for Madras”, she 
said,smilmg Madras'^ 
“Yes, that’s where 
Wilson 18 He’s been 
transferred there”, she 
rephed And then went 
















on to explain how 
Wilson had asked for 
this transfer since, 
having completed the 
NIS diploma course with 
the highest marks, he 
was keen on assisting 
the Railways swimming 
coach Mukundan. 

Inviting me into the 
bungalow, Shiny went 
on “I intend to rent out 


evident. How was she 
going to tackle that 
problem? 

Six months is what 
Shiny estimates it will 
take her to get back in 
top shape. And judging 
from reports about how 
seriously she went about 
her first few days of 
training at the South 
Centre of the NIS, 
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The next step isn't so 
simple however. 
Motivating herself to 
endure the hardship of 
attempting to shed all 
that weight and regain 
her form. The pain. The 
loneliness. The 
tx>redom. All these will 
combine to drag her 
down. As will the 
decision about the man 
at the helm, if it doesn't 
agree witn ner. i aonx 
know who will be the 
coach at Bangalore, but 
rd like to train under 
Sriram Singh”, 
confesses Shiny. 

Whoever it eventually 
turns out to be, there is 
no denying that the 
toughest hurdle in 
Shiny’s path is her 
self-motivation. Having 
achieved almost 
everything she had set 
out to do, what is there 
for her to come back for? 
She smiles her mystical 
smile and says *The 
400m”. With her 
nemesis—P.T. 

Usha—having hung up 
her spikes, this lady 
now wants to try her 
hand at the one event 


The proud mama shows 
off her daughter 
ElizelMh wnllea 
photograph of the 
Wilsons on their wedding 
day provides the 
backdrop 

my house.. and the 
money which I’ll receive 
for my feats in the 1989 
Asian Track and Field 
Meet will help me do 
some expansion work in 
my house” Noticing me 
look around at the 
relatively accomodative 
features, she hurriedly 
added *1 really need it”. 

Shrugging off the 
domestic turn our 
conversation was 
taking, I asked her 
about her plans for a 
comeback. The excess 
weight—about six or 
seven kilos—was very 


Bangalore, that’s all it 
will take. If further 
proof of her 

determination is needed, 
it comes in the shape of a 
full-time maidservant 
employed by the Wilsons 
to take care of little 
Elizabeth while her 
mother hits the tartan 
track. Fortunately, 
Wilson, who has always 
been encouraging her to 
get back in shape for the 
ATF meet, is full of 
support and hasn't 
adopted a typically 
chauvinistic attitude 
about Shiny having to 
look after the baby 
herself. Something 
which has encouraged 
Shiny enough to ask her 
boss for special leave 
and pack her bags for 
Madras. 
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hci® moved onto 
coacbing the RanwayS 
swm^mers. Shiny wM’ 
have to struggle hard to 
egair: her pr^p^regnancy 
leve' of tulnc: ss 
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Shiny 
admits aha 

naads Uaha's 

companlonahip 
and rivalry 


she has never won *My 
emphasis will now be on 
the 400m and the dream 
of getting either the 
gold or silver in the 
forthcoming Asian 
Track and Field will be a 
great achievemei it*', is 
how she explains her 
ambition 

If anyone* Shindy can 
do it too Thegnm 
determination she has 
displayed over the years, 


and which shows on her 
face evervtime she runs, 
leaves no doubt that she 
can clock competitive 
times in the long spnnt 
In fac't, her tuning of 
52 6 at the 1969 ATF 
was inferior only to 
Usha's while a 
career-best of 11 9 in the 
lOOm proves her 
intrinsic speed Yet, 
there is always the 
lingering doubt Can she 


overcome 
motherhood—like 
Mercy Kuttan did and 
Reeth Abraham is 
doing—and drive herself 
hard enough? ‘T have 
the will power", is the 
confident reply 

Ironically, it is the one 
person whose absence 
motivates Shiny to try 
the event that she will 
miss the most Usha 
While Usha's retirement 
gives her the 
much-wanted 
opportunity, it also 
denies her the 
companionship and 
competition that will 
motivate her “I 
remember when Usha 
was training alone she 
didn’t like it one bit', 
recalls Shiny* going on 
to add “You need to be 
pushed to a better 
performance And I, 
being her friend and 
rival, the intense 

oompetition was ctlwaye 

there" 

Shiny however doesn't 
grudge her friend for 
calling it quits As she 
explains “the decision 
Usha took to retire from 
the athletics scene was 
magnanimous What 
else oould she crave for*^ 
She has everything" 

Well, Shiny* you are in 
the same boat You have 
a lovely daughter You 
have a fine husband 
And you have a beautiful 
home in Trivandrum’s 
Pandit Colony What 
more could you ask for^ 
Life, after all* is about 
making sacrifices Very 
rarely is it that we get 
everything we want 

Shiny Wilson looked 
up and said “perhaps in 
what you said there is 
somethmg to ponder 
about Well* tune will 
tell” Having said that, 
she broke into an 
embarrassed smile and 
took my leave The baby 
was crying • 
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FOCUS 


BEN JOHNSON IS 
BACK N0W_„. 

Running 

ON 
EMPTY 


Having lost his first two 
comeback races, is Johnson the 
force he once was? 


T he issues 

surrounding a 
race lasting 
five-and-a-half- 
seconds or 
approximately 
22 strides at the 
Hamilton Spectator 
Indoor Meet on January, 
11 ,was less about the 
return of a discredited 
champion than the 
future of the sport itself. 
Because a man named 
Ben Johnson is 
apparently a victim of a 
sport that is also 
walking the tightrope of 

credibility. 

The myth, that 
steroids provide gain 
without pain, dies hard. 
Despite warnings from 
physicians, some 
athletes believe that 
steroids can be taken 
safely and most of them 

Ben Johnson's Role of 
Honour st the 
Metropolitan Track and 
Flew Club, Toronto 
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"Johnson is not going to be able to 
run as fast as ne ran before...if I 
thought he could do that without 
steroids, why would I have given 
him drugs in the first place,” 
forecasted Francis 










aim is to run fast. Win, and 
break the world records. I'm ready 
to go.”-—Johnson 


are determined to outwit 
the tests Some of them 
cue using’ so-called 
maskmg agents, 
chemicals that muddle 
test results to control 
steroid use While others 
have turned from 
synthetic substances to 
human growth 
hormones which are 
virtually impossible to 
detect r>espite random 

year round tests being 
carried out on athletes 
and other sportsmen, 
steroid use is on the 
rampaire and there is 
little that can be done 
about It 

Ben Johnson’s return 
signals his rehabilitation. 


but the link between 
sports and steroids 
continues to be as 
pervasive today as 
before his fall 

George Francis, 
Johnson’s former coach 
forecasted, "Johnson is 
not going to be able to 
run as fast as he ran 
before He will run 
world class times, but 

will ho break x^ecorde^ If 

I thought he could do 
that without steroids, 
why would I have given 
him drugs m the first 
place ” 

In sharp contrast to 
Francis' outburst. 
Johnson’s new coach 
Loren Seagrave finally 


spoke to the media, but 
was very conservative m 
his estimation of 
Johnson's chances, 
"Don't expect too much 
from Ben " 

“I'm not here to lose,” 

Johnson told reporters 
after his final workout a 
day before the first race 
"I’ve been training hard 
too for this moment I'm 
psyched I’m ready I 
think I can handle these 
guys with no problem at 
all ” 

In the meantime 
Francis had gone on to 
accuse the organisers of 
taking advantage of his 
former charge He said 


the orgamsers were, 
“kicking Ben when he’s 
down .They jumped him, 
they’ve lined up three of 
the best US indoor guys 
from the last two seasons, 
who would even run for 
notmng " 

But this didn’t seem to 
worry Johnson too 
much because he said, 
“My aim is to run fast 
Win, and break the 
world records I’m ready 
to go” 

Although Smith, the 
meet director, did admit 
that they were relying 
on the media hype and 
had to a certain extent 
taken advantage of 


Smith, the Hamilton meet 
director, said, **Johnson’s treading 
a tightrope and we’re waiting to 
see if he falls.” 



Johnson width coach 

Loren S ee g rsv (right) 

tacsc the press and s 
barrage of questions as to 
why ns lost the first race 
at Hamilton 
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Johnson, he was still 
pessimistic about the 
outcome of the race. 
“Johnson’s treadingr a 
tig'htrope and we’re 
waitingr to oee if he fiills " 
Smith said. “If he can’t 
win a short distance like 
this, he’s dead in the 
water before he starts. 
One metre covild 
separate a first and a 
fifth. Imagine the effect 
on Johnson’s morale if 
he’s last.” 




C URIOSITY hung in 
the bitter cold air at 
Ontario. 

Anticipation enveloped 
almost every Ca n a di a n 
sports fan. "What does 
he look hkd?” Th^ 
asked. “How will he do?” 

A capacity crowd of 
17,050 turned up, 
braving Um worst 
blizsard of the winter to 
see the return of the 
prodigal son. 

And Jcdmaon, hardly 
a showman, unwittingly 
added to the sense off 
expectancy by preparing 
for two hours in fiiU 
view off the spectators. 
No {ffeening peacxxik 
















ever demanded more 
s^ttention than the green 
tracksuited figure of 
Ben Johnson. 

Although Johnson 
claimed that his weight 
was unchanged from the 
ill fated Seoul Olympic 
final, changes were 
noticable. The upper 
body bulk had 
disappeared and he 
looked taller. 

When the race was 
announced and the 
participants were being 
introduced,the cheer for 
Ben Johnson was so 
loud that the 
announcement couldn't 
be heard. It seemed as if 
the spectators were 
already sure of the 
outcome—Ben Johnson 
would win or had 
already won in their 
minds. 

Two false starts by 
Darren Council and 



Although Johnson claimed that his 
weight was unchanged from the 
ill-fated Seoul Olympic final, 
changes were noticable. The 
upper body bulk has disappeared 
and he looks taller.... 


Andre Cason cdiaUenged 
Johnson’s power of 
oonoentration and when 
the Sfun finally went off 
for the fourth time, he 
failed to find hia 
customary early 
advantage. 

Trailing badly after 4 
strides he was making 
up on lost ground at the 
35 meter mark but it 
was too late. He came in 
second with a timing of 
5.77 secs. After the race 
he said, “I got caught on 
the blocks and I started 
to make up ground too 
late.” It looks like 
Smith's words had come 
true. 

Who was the man who 
beat Johnson? It was 
Daren Council, a drug 
enforcement officer with 
the Florida Police 
Department. A very low 
key man, he said. 
“Johnson has 





tremendouB preasure on 
him and it’s going to take 
alotofluurd work, but 
that pays off. leant say 
whether he will ever be 
No. 1 again but that will 
be a factor.” 

A few days later at 
another indoor meet in 
Lob Angles, Johnson 
was beaten once again 
this time by American 
Andre Cason. And by 
god the same 
problem—slow off the 
starting blocks. And 
this was Johnson’s 
strong point before the 
Seoul disgraoe.John8on 
clocked 5.74 secs.'OS 
secs faster than at 
Ontario. Although his 
timings are improving 
he is still clinging to 
that second place. The 
only sour note was the 
criticism of the track by 
his coach who said. “The 
lanes were about three 




No preening peacock ever 
demanaed more attention than the 
green tracksuited figure of Ben 
Johnson 


inches narrower than 
the typical indoor lane 
which should measure 
42 inches.” 

But Johnson's coach 
Seagrave has put things 
into perspective. The 
one thing I want to 
stress, with all the 
media hype, this ain’t 
the world 

championships, folks. 
That's what ws are 

pointing at—Tokyo in 
August. That’s the real 
focus for this season. 
Hamilton and Los 
Angles were the first 
few races in a long time 
and they were just the 
first few steps in a path 
up the mountain.” 

It remains to be seen if 
Johnson can manage 
those pre“1988 feats, 
now that he running on 
empty 
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Witt: Great sho' 


PRIVATE 

EYE 


WE LOOK ^ 
WHERE 
WPRENOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 



The GazzaWay 


D oes this look like the olcture of a man who has 
Just told the photographer to f—off? No. Paul 
Gascoigne is ail smiles here. The England soccer 
ace’s leather Jacket with the fur collar was totally 
out of place among the blazer brigade at the 
International Boat Show recently. 

“I’m Just looking around, not buying,” Joked 
Gazza as he slipped behind the wheel of a sleek 
Mohawk Speed beirt at Earl’a Court London. But 

Gazza, whose recent tantrums have landed him in 
hot water was furious when cameramen gathered 
around to click. He told them to—off. But he still 
managed a smile when the flash bulbs went off. 




COLD AS ICE 


Madly In Love 

K atarina WITT, the German ice skater 
must be one of the most exotic women in 
sport. Exciting passions has always been a 
central part of the lady’s repertoire. At 
Wimbledon.last year she sat as Boris Becker’s 
guest in the players’ box. When asked to clarify 
his relationship with Witt, Becker cracked his 
only joke for the last eight months. “Witt,” he 
asked, “Isn’t that the one who does all those 
things on ice?” 

Will tias obviuusly had her share of admirers 

but she sijrely didn’t bargain for Harry Veltman 
III, a 46-year-old from California. Witt is 
presently touring America with an ice show co- 
starring Brian Boitano. During her “Springtime 
Ballet” solo, Veltman threw a bundle of letters cm 
to the ice; bundles coTitaining reams and reams of 
demented sexual ramblings. And what did he get 
in return? He was kept at Denver’s General 
hospital on a “mental health hold” and then taken 
to jail. 

All we have to say is Viltman obviously overdid 
it, but he sure was right when it came to spotting 
beauty. Mad, he sure aint! 









M enacing and nasty former world 
middle weie^ht champion who has been 
known to play the bai^ipes Cool dude 
with presence who exudes self-confidence and 
was bom with a plastic spoon m his mouth 
This 18 the 26-year-old with the ever-ready 
snarl and a weekness for beautiful birds who 
has released his hrst single, record Stand and 
Fight 

Enter Nigel Rambo/Mean Machine/Big Benn 
the former Private Nigel Benn turned dark 
Destroyer, second youngest of seven children 
A name—"Mmmn, a catchy name” that he 
likes "I’m proud of being dark and I love 
destroying people ” 

A shopaholic and smooth dresser, he once 
went out on a spree and spent C10,000 in two 
nours “Wherever I go, I like people to know 
I’ve arrived Sometimes I go crazy and spend 
£1700 on a jacket ” “Though usually 1 wear JPG, 
Armani or Hugo Boss ” But having lost to 
Chris Eubank lecently, he’s suffering mostly 
from wounded pnde 

His favourite garment is a leather trench 
coat “My clothes say that IVe got class, a lotta 
class ” He takes a sip of champagne Anil talks 
in a tone that he dubs friendly ' I change the 
way I talk depending on the company ” 

The combined value of his wrists and 
hands -excluding their professional 
worth—IS £50,000 "Cartier, all 
Cartier—Cartier nng. watch amd bracelet ” 
Dare-mug-me clunkers with diamonds, 
diamonds and more diamonds He walks into 
shops with suitcases full of money, drives a 
Porsche, Bentley and two BMWs and lives in 


Nigel Benn: Moneyp 
ciotties and women 


rockbroker-belt Essex 


Does he think he has chansma*^ “Yeah (the 
sultry sexy tone), I sure have ” And then, an 
aside, "I'm really enjoying this ” And that 
money buys 99 per cent of happiness"^ “Yeah 
(low-voiced. he exhales), that's true Money 
and fame come together It means I've 
amved—and made me Mum and Dad bloody 
happy ” And does he need to hate^ "Only in my 
profession I can switch it on and off I don't 
walk down the road intimidating and 
snarhng ‘Whatya lookin' at'*^” He no longer 
comes up with the blood-thirsty guff outside 

the ring 

But he has been done for GBH. threatening 
behaviour, shoplifting and receiving stolen 
goods "Where (surprised tone) did 1 get that 
from71 shoplifted from the ages of 13-15 My 
hero's got to be me Dad for stopping me from 
having a long life of criminality - like m lot of 
West Indian families,” he said,“If you can’t 
hear, you must feel* 

He admits he was once a rebel "But I’m a good 
person now That says it all, really ” 


MULTIPLICATION 


G BOBOEThe 
FUUi, wu 
bOTnonlBth 
January. 1991. 
Surprised, ehf Well 
you ought to be. But 
we’re not refering 
here to the eon of 
King Edward the 
second. We*^ talking 
about the ninth kid of 
Qeorge Foreman. The 
former hosing 
champion’iB wife Joan 


Foreman’s Forte 


g^ve birth to number 
nine and the 

49>year-old contender 
tor the championship 
the world used his 

iniBgl^****”* ’na.miwg 

the new bom kid 
Qeorge Foreman V. 
Three of the 
preaoher-boser’s 
othnr eons are also 
Qeorgee. 

Foreman is now 





Foroman practitea 
wtwttwpraachM 


training to fight 
against world 
dhampion Bvaader 
HoUyfleld in a place 
ironically called 
Humbled, Tessa. 

The Joke doing the 
rounds after baby 
number nine is that 
the preacher 
aerioaaly praotiaeB 
what the Kble Bays: 
’Xlo forth and 
multii^-. Well, if 
you added 7 millions 
dollars to your bank 
balance tor a eiagle 
days srark. you too 
would’go forth and.. 




I N cricket be was not 
particularly known tor long 
marathon innings though 
bis grit skill and technical 
excellence have given him 
immortality But in life Professor 
0 V Deodhar s long steady and 
unbeaten spell entered its 
landmark year as he celebrated 
his 99th birthday on January 14 
to become the Pitamaha of 
Indian cricket A man who is 
undoubtedly our last link to 

those yintape years when 

cricket in this country took 
root grew and soon flourished 
to yield many a legend of which 
Prof Deodhar himself is such an 
integral pail Belated happy 
returns for January 14 Prof 
Deodhar 
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T 06HHER then three 
gentlemen represent a 
4eaill)f German 
mrmadiine; lotliar 
Matthaeus, Andreas Brnhme and 
Jurgen Klinsmann. And for tiiose 
who have the money power to 
hire their services, they are like 
a package deal guaranteed for 
success—as we can now see 
how Inter Milan is cashing richly 
on the trio’s allied firepower. 
The nam enoeo January 
leading die prestigious Italian 
League; ahead of ioventus, AC 
Milan and NapMi. 
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OT a fastiion parade, 
but a congregation of 
talent, ambition and 
diekard 
persoverence—Steffi Graf 
(middle), Monica Setes and 
Martina Navratilova. They begmi 
January as the first second and 
third top players of women's 
tennis. However, if that dry. 




saeinf. arm'm tlw left looks • 
little out of place in this 
gathering of youth, well, that is 
that. For, the lady still seems to 
have such an ineihaustible 
reserve of strength and 
willpower lett in her that 
success still remains br away 
from saturation point... 
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tune to wlilch tne 
Steoteet idasfW of tUa 
dewto sbouid)» toak^ 
ing hie Inat bow. 

He has elm^ Immoi a 
.marked man for 
ooacSiee, qpeotatorn and 
the Preea. A ndsundeer- 
atood geniua. In 1973, 
Oeaar Menoti waa of 
the opinion that he .vaa 
too younff to play Aar 
the Argentine team Jt 
you’re good, youVe nev¬ 
er too young. Four yeare 
later. JMenotta oould not 
hold the reina any lon¬ 
ger and put him on the 
field. He waa under aur- 
veUJanoe right from tha. 
start, and the o|yoaiog 

teama had their beet de¬ 
fenders covering him. 
He waa brutally hacked 
down, be reiterated and 
waa aent off. He waa 
again oriticiBed. 

' <0ome 1980, in Mexico, 
thie tranaftnmation waa 
marked. With the added 
reapo na ib i li ^ of a cap- 
talifa band round hia 
right hand'and Bilarddb 
httwaame truat, he went 


on to prove that, have 
was fUUillad potentiai. 

On the way he had to 
meet up with defenders 
who bad juat one stand¬ 
ing inatruetion, TJaeany 
tactic, but don't let 
get av^ wiUi the ladl.' 
The picture of Marado¬ 
na. the tormented 
genius writhing; and 
moaning in pain was a 
apectadte that was com¬ 
mon in every match. No 
one complained. Not 
even Maradcaia. He kept 
his cool, at times 
pleadingly looked to-. 
wards the referee wiUi 
tears in Ida eyee, asking 


him if tl^'wsd.iaatball. 
No one objected wfian he 
was kicked, manhand¬ 
led, and at thnee attack¬ 
ed with tHimaaked bru¬ 
tality. That was .pot 
news. 

Against Itogbmd hiti. 
got hia hand to. the ball,- 
the now infamous ‘hand 
of Qod’ and once ^fain 
he was oritioised and 
blacklisted. 

Here was a man, a 
small figure, who with 
his skill and ingenuity 
tore apart the i^t de- 
fbnoes in the wwld. And 
who, because of hie MciU 
and ingenuity, became 



- 1 ^ 

At,I^i|y oaoe Again hk 
hadttie Mitqe xeApaoallii* 
litisa as ttm .lureivioua 
W<«tdpi 9 . Addto tl^n 
very madioore ArgimH^ 
tine team and the agtng 
lion, jnat recuperating 
from infiuy suffered. He 
was in bad fonn, but etm 
the taotioa the oppo- 
nenta remained the 
same. ‘Bring him down’. 
And so the leoetate fi¬ 
gure of Maradona wri¬ 
thing in pain became 
more frequent. Once 
again it did not merit 
some lines in the re¬ 
ports. He, against aU 
odds, brought Argenti¬ 
na into the final. And 

what did ha gat in x«^ 

turn? Criticism. 

Newepapere and tabi 
loids fail to see that per- 
aon, tiiat kme cruaa^, 
who with that ‘right fiat 
<denched, pumping the 
air’ action motivated ten ., 
others. The woiid failed 
to notice ttutthere waa d 
man who was playis^ 
against odds unsttr- 
Two \^ ptrt >ki biy w^riftisv' 
Age, rough—mui some-; 
times lethal—taeklea 
mid of oounp tha probe 
ure that fsime brings. 
akmg. ‘Iheprawuie 

hfUp g 

the oynoauve of minteipe i 
of .foottakU, waitChera;' 

living up to all thib'j 
does teks. ite teH 
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/fey/ ^ Mi eJUo 4 poUeykotbei^. 




Ve-s I am insured Mv papa has 
bought me I IC's feevan Kishor 
Polirv it's a nea plan speciallv 
made ior httle ihildren like me 
So, iihen I grow up. I'll get a 
lot of money and beiome a big 
man like my papa 

Why not bui a feevan kishor 
Policy for your ihildren foo^ 
And make their dn*ams tome 
true 

For further details, < ontat t the 
nearest LIC branch office or 
your agent or development 
officer. 


Jeedan Kishor 
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iaft Jnsurance 
Corporotion of Jndia 

34 years in the business of life. 


. * V J ^ -ill 
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“No one doubts your 
greatness, Alexander!BiU then, 
you ordy faced armies. 

No flight hold-ups, 

no cnistom ch^clas..." 



.^^wer.’WWereveronea'*- 


TVlCMVOl 




^i^e’UddVver. 

.'<4 Yp.tl- hf:tust\ ()ff M, \a^\uriji Road, Mnoi, rhtdlxn \ i.),Hooiba\ 4Q0 059. 


AvenuesSC:606'90 



WATCH OUT FOR 
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SAURAV 

GANGULY 

Another extraordinary 
talent of Indian cricket 












PRIME 

CANDIDATE 

V. ANAND MOVED INTO THE LAST EIGHT STAGE OF THE WORLD 
CANDIDATES CHESS. CAN HE GO ALL THE WAY? 
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Check these© features to ensure 
you are buying original 

BUUWORKEIIS From your nearest sport Shop. 

if Sealed Perion Rope, if Insulation. 
ilr Built in power meter, if Registered 
^ Oxidised outer Pipe. ‘*Bullworker” 


For more than lO years 
Butlworker-3 has t^en the most 
sought after muscle builder and 
fitness trainer all over the world 


“Bullworker” 
World Patent. 

Imitations of the onginal 
designs are pushed in the 
market by some manufacturers 


Perion traction rope , 
Sealed at '**' ton^ J 
presvuie mpossiblir to I 
« breah the rope 1 


FOUR FREE GIFTS WITH GENUINE BULLWORKER'’ 


fm 


• Bullworker Carrying Case 

• 24 page Booklet with 
Complete Details on 
Bullworker Training 


Illustrated Exercise 
Wall-Chart 

Nutrition and Training 
Guide- 


Iron-Clad 5-year Guarantee with 

BHIWOlIXffiS 

A proven-effective Isometnc/isotonic system for 
building a stronger, more musculine body - FAST* 


/ The Built ir Power 
/ meter the transparent i 
i thermoplastic synthetic J 
I guAge carries the I ne I 
; BULLWORKER 1 
Pcmr«MFTc« m 
\ SFfc VOUR DAK Y M 
V GROWTH m 

\ Of Musci t m 

'h power ■ 


Available by V P P lor Ra 314/ from BiAworker Pvl Ltd 
Mehta Mahal 15 Mathew Road Bombay 400 004 
And M Ml iMdbig aporta shops 
For India BuHworker Pvt Ltd Bombay 400 004 
^ Bullworker is a Registered Trademark 






’*Vt. 


BULLWORKER PVT LTD Mehta Mahal 15 Mathew Road Bombay 400 004 | 


Ploasr* rush me BUI I WORKER ) with my FREE Oift*- i understarrd if I am r\ol fully satisfied 
within 14 days may return nvery thing lor dr immtKliatc refund of pnc( (Ips* harmiirvg and 
rofwsroing ctwrgwa) No questions dSKPO 

Pleaee ticic Q^appropci a tt boa 

□ Send by ReqO Posl Part el i am seryjinq Rs J14/ by Drah/l P O /M O No _ 

- - - ■ (Payable to Bullworker Pvf Lid ) ^ 

O Serva by V P P 1 promise Ic pay postman Rs J14/ on delivery 



MAILTHIS COUPON TODAY 



m Okidi^ outer 
m pipe ami 
m rhromiun 
m plated inner 
■ pipe with buih m 
m oomprassive 
I high grade 
f qt»H spring is 
permanently set 
and never slacker^ 


I Careful 
f tnsulalion 
ensures KNal 
sound damping 


m auawoRKER 
I emboaaad lop of 
f BLUE colour 
enyOrtp 
A Qualily 
thermoptaatic 
hendita 


VAVvaow 






VOICES 


tftipoiiimwAM^ali tiM oOiw 
iMytMiTMtrifviibtflalfigip 


MONICA SEU^. tflaThtr 
: AuMialtam Open vidbiy. 


“All I’ve heard lor wreeks is Ben 
Johnson and his comeback. 
What I haven’t heard from him is 
an apology for the damage hc 

has done to our sport. I don’t 
want to be part of the Johnson 
circus. The only thing we can do 
as athletes is to go out and beat 
him when we eventually race 
him.” 

LINFORD CHRISTIE, on Ben 
Johnson 
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flScSiS!&lkiiow 
tomiratotrom forPv»r.* 
STEFFI tootolntoPw 
crystal beM a week botocB llw 
.AusmaHinOpon. 

’ r . , , - ' , f > ^ 

«1 MMtmm eohlimiiiil^ 

pMflup® btiBiio# Itt AiMWP®. 
Hadn’t piiwislvpiiN^thdugltt. 

1hM1liayddlpa4ilpi.ltiiMM 

niy MflM oirdwlD^ 

IndlM «npniaMnt«n^lt 

MARK WAUGH, twin brottwrof 
$p>V9 Wau^, niter bnnptaoed 
Steve for Ni middeRTest 
appearemte, EiHilarMl 


ua'.wsup'r'’ 




“It is a professional game. I treat 
Mark as just any other player.” 

A morose STEVE WAUGH, after 
losing his place to his brother. He 
was dropped for the first time after 
42 Tests 


"TharnfopoSiliig ki liir«aiiMi 
that IMWiHte'nOPMlMi'StelMt WM 
■htew you. With StettI tha 


lliM couMflMlia you aoHML* 
PAM SHRIVEa ontha upand 
oMteip 16 -yaaH 9 ld Oarman lamiia 
prodigy, Anka Ifobar. 

’’Doping lBfWt{u8t Swanamyof 
aMdaBea,Pu t ofthoteliote«o*ld 


Inteoilidpitf AitiateMrAI^^ 

Fadaralion<(AAFJ 1 >ritMtett.. < 
PRIMONEBKHjOolteNiiiiti^^ 
tAKiftedftoiPpnte. Iltediiip^ 
liaad of M ikat 
aarviea, for a teyatamalic 
fMogtamma ol drug atiuaM.' 
’’EiiharlmliidaiiaiioworyoiiV. 

ka fofoad«i|iteliiia tialMW* * ki 
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1 f| Viswanathan 
I U Anand roadshow 
gains momentum as The 
Indian Grandmaster 
makes short work of his 
Soviet opponent in the 
World Candidates chess 
match at Madras. Is this 
soft-spoken whizkid the 
Prime Candidate? An 
analysis of the match, 
profiles of both players, 
and much, much more... 

What happens 
■§V when you get four 
of the world's top 
marathoners 
together.. .and don t let 
them run? They start 
talking about the 
marathon, of course. 

Rob De Castella, Rosa 
Mota, Ingrid 
Kristiansen and Steve 
Jones air their views on 

the most ^ruslUzig evsnt 

of them all 

While the 

m country—and the . 

world —marvels over the 
exploits of an extremely 
talented Sachin 
Tendulkar, there is yet 
another youngster 
grooming his skills for a 
breakthrough into 
international cricket. 
Meet Bengal’s Sourav 
Ganguly, the player 
who 8 been dominating 
all the action in the East 
Zone 
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The marathon —easily 
the most gruelling 
athletic 

event—continues to 
draw the crowds. Read 
what four of the leading 
exponents of this art 
have to say about it (Pg 
46) 
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There are things 
g^ing on in the cricket 
world that we don’t 
get to hear about... 
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Waqar Younte toppnvM Molllt IMifig for 
Downtro 


WAO AB TODNISB iMTolM la «IM mmt Taata in 


PiiJdateahovB propcIiMl tiM IftiTMUHiUnHit 
boiriar to fhe top of fiM Coopm Delottto 


Batings. Touaii, wUb anting of 8B8. haa 


niagated Maloolm Maratiall (881) toaaooad 
place. After the tint Aahaa Teat at Birlaliaae» 
AagnalVaaar (fourth with770) waaltnglaad*a 
talghaat-ntad bowler, while Auatralia'B Mark 
Ti^ior (872) led the batting Uet, with Onham 
Goooh (728) third behind BioUe Bldbardaon. 

BSQliANJ^ytoo-oaptttiaAUaaXjtuaibhndmamo 

BnofLll skin oanoans burned offttom beaoath hit 
eyee the day bettire Ik Bocared 72 m the World 
SenaaCupzmtobagamatNearZoalaadat 
fijydneijr England manager hObkySteiwaxt 
deaonbed the operation aa 'nomarebaaardoua 
than having a moieretnoveef' Stewart himaalf 
ran mto health proUema later in the tour, 
(pending acmae time in a Melbourne haapitai 

oouUiind ‘nothingdiaoemibUy 
‘^andblamedtbepeobliunonayjTal 


WEST1NDIB8 oaptam Daemond Haynes baa 
weighad into the argument over 
’baU'dootonng', claiming m luaotQcialtaur 
repOTt to the West Indiee Board that Pahiatani 
players tampered with the ball during the 
reoentaeriee Pakistan captain Imran Khan 
vehemently denied the cflaima, adding that 
Haynes ‘should ask his pace bowlers if they 
have ever lifted the seam'. Enedondooniimttee 
chairman Tbd Dexter suggested m the JQaily 
Tblagnaph that damaging the ball to make it 
swing more might not be a bad thing, aa it 
would enoourage bowlers to pitdh the ball up 
rather than relying on bouncers Ontheother 
hand, Dexter added ‘If the ball swings so 
much so much that there's no point in ever 
spinning it again, then the balance has gone 
the wrong way ’ 

ALLAN BORDER baa beocoTK the Brat 
ctriolEster to be inducted into Austndfa’s 
aporUngHall <^Famerriiito8tMll an active 
player 

ENGLAND captain Graham Gooch was 
awwded the QBE in the New Year's Honours 
list I^onnar TOCS Chairman Raman Subba 
Row reoeived the CBE, as did veteran 
broadoaatar Brian Johnston Daily MUleparta 
wntar Ian Wooldridge was created MBE 


WORLD CUP IN 


E NGLANIYS first rnstoh in next year’s Wortd Cup in 
Aiiatralaaia will be against Sri Lanka at Perth on Fab 88. 
THie tournament atere the diybefenie. with a teatoh 
between co-hosts Australia and New Zealand at Auckland. 

The tournament IS to be qxmaared by Benson A Hsdgas 
(Aitetialia), who am providing priaemoney of $A850,000sa 
w<dl aa financi a l and aapena aaitor the aii^toomiietingtBaaM. 
Each team wlU {day the other aevsn natfama, adeparture 

from previoueWartd(Xipa, where the sidee played in 
preliminary groupe of four befinw progieeabig to file 
eemi-flnala Aainl987,themat(dieaiwbacf50ovema ' 
Bide, imt (br the firat tiiM. ociourad olofiiing will he woni. 
aome m a toh s B(inolttdmg the final) will he idayed under 
floodligbta, and white balls will be uaed. Tbspiaying 
isguiations win be based on those ttwd few Auatmlia’s 
eeistingVtoMSarim(aipoompet l ttqauOf(lte»iaaMdolw 
soi w d u ie^ .. (‘ 













9100 wsfln OfiipMO M nNMQ opiRimiiiMiir 
OMf onoGHNilO ono*vnqf onoiM ^ 

FORMER Teak wicdtaOEwper Itod JybMii^ 
dropped aa a cxmmantator with a Sj^dneF radio 
atatioh owned bgr Kerry PwdBar after 
oiitiaiainii'onendby oridcet on the air. R eraa 
theeeoooddiea r p otn taaentofthe a BBe a D fti i r 
43-'year-<dd Man^, who earlier had been aaad 
aa a TV oonuhentator adth Pacdwr'e ChannMi R 

tri unrrtynmnrfa.to hia niri yitral fl iin ilft » iiy Un y wftii t . 

Marah retunied home to Perth to find an 
invitation to jam the Auatralian BroadoaaUng 
Ctorporataon*aradio<oinmentagy team ftar the 
final Teet 

AUSTRALIA'S Dean Jonea may have atartad a 

J 10 W nffcgr hff In 

aun^laaaea In the World Seriea Ct 9 matoh at 

Perth on Deo 9. Jonee borrowed the anntflaaaee 

from Allan Border m an efCort to reduce the 

Klare from the white Btanda aorroondinff the 

WACAyround. 


AUSnUUSU 1991-92 


1 


' Meibou Tpe car Sydney. 

l&B ftiB programme la (aome venuea atill to be arranged): 
l)bb SS New Zealand V Auatralia (AucklaniiO: 93 Fhkiatan V 
india (Melbourne), Exiguma V Bri ijanKa (Feroi): 20 NZ V 
Zimbabwe (Eiamilton): 36 AuBt V Weet Iiuhea (Bydiiqr, 
dey/aigbt): 388L V Zimbabwe (Naw Plymouth); 30 WIV Fak 
A CBMabanei Mbrch 1 Auat V Ihdia (AdeiaideX NZ vEng 
(Wamagton): 3 Pah V SL (in Auat), 4 Bng V Wt (Sydney. d/n). 

. dndiavZimCIhqriar); 7 AuatvZim (Hobart), WLvSL 
) (Adelaide), NZ v India (Caurtetohuioh); 8 Brig v Pak 
1 (liaiboume): 10 Wtv India (WelUngtan): 11 Auatvpak 
flPM4h,d/h),SngvZlm((hubBrra); 18 NZvSL (Dunedin); 14 
i'llBgVIndiaCSy^OMOtHrit V Sm(in Auat): 13 AuakvSL 
(Sth4ibBne),KZvWl(AtiddaiM ISAuatv Eng (Melbourne, 

, dhk), Wl7Zim(taAiiat).]]MliavSL(iAAuat},MZvPalc 
■’'(!(a»irtcdiurOh);8lMaemiwanal(AtKh 
gwM- Cnal (Sydney or Melbawiw^ 

....... t 


rmmnmAtemiCrlfiMWoo0Ai^ 

CUahet Board 
(8MCB.) Jtoroasiwatf to aattto thifr dii^^ 
andeatahUiliaaliwto, vaUtadgommaiafboOjr 
SaroiitdeBttDtttiB^HMic, Tbe rair tf fle at ton e 
of thenew dbrahqnaaoto to Bonto Aft^ 
iHewiaeerfat (hehpeoiaf JBOUtoaatowto 

JfMnuJikty. 

HnilwyetoremleteattaeiredthiHiiriarebad 
^ 0^pMn 

Aetawrtttfdtiif vdwteaMaaUak. A MOh etaned 
the iKNme. damaged hla ear andaatlbe tea 


*** 4yff*!y 

no-ena waa hurt. OMag aoaeani abeat dia 
VWdalan withdraw from the Aala O19 



CXII9IIIIW lUPNm ASI9«n9QOffl 9 llQinP nl 


tonrnamant. which waa held in India from 
Dae. 88^an A PaUatanBoaidaaaratary A. A. 
K. Abbaai, aduNW own naitoov waa kUM in 
Sydarabadt aaid'lha aaMy of our playara la 
our mato pvtoitiy.’ 

VKB^ORIAN alhrounder Stomn OTtannelL who 
Dennlalillleetotato lOOwtoketalnaneHlay 
one>year oootmm wlto Nbrfriaiito. OISmuiMl. 

oonmderatkma'. bat cUd not rate out the 
IMmetollitycrfidByiiwdountyoriok^ 
fitotre. NOrthanta,i ieeidng a ahcortAerm 

yny (Twiotily 

wvwOOniHGMv IHSDBtmIIIuIIQQ ZlWlEillBF /UBREmUmpU 

left am SaM iNmdto 
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^tdie 

National Housing Bank, 
our commitment knows no 
boundaries. 

Because we understand 
the diversity called India. 

Where different people 
have cMerent nee^. 
Different limitaticms. And 
different capabilities. 

And ^^41ere our objective 
is to help each one of them 
to get a house of their own. 

An inspiring diallepge 

NHB was thus bom of a 
commitment to the housing 
needs of an entire nation. 
Two years a^. 

As a wholly owned 
.subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India 

An apex, institution to 
promote, strengthen and 
.sufpat the country’s housing 
finance system. 

Working towards the goal 
of “Shelter For Air. With the 
motto “Snail Man First”. 

The task before us is truly 
.stupendous. 

What with a mlossal 
shcxtage of housing. Scarce 
builck^le land. Es^lating 
cxxistructKXt costs. And 
housing bea)ming 
intTeasingly unaffor da ble fcM- 


a large segment of our 
population. 

Makirig shelter possible on ml li 

this scale is a daunting 11 11 

challei^. 11 // 

ButfbrNHB’sbandof ' 

dedicated professicxials — 

drawn Iran various Commitment to lIlllllO 

disciplines — it is the life force 
of their mission. 

A dedicated commitiiient 

NHB’s flagship programme • 

— the unique Home Loan ' ** 

Atxxxint Sdieme — is a 
reflection of that commitment 

A scheme that mal^ 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NHB is also promoting 
the cause of hixjsing in other 
ways. 

By refinarKdng loans to 
indMduals thn>u^ banks, 
housing finance companies 
and cooperative iastitutions. 

Facilitating piqect loaas for 
land developmait to public 
agencies, professional 
developers and cooperatives. 

Supporting rental housing 
projects. 

As.si.sting building material 
industries. 

In feet, NHB has already 
disbursed over Rs. 250 crotes. 

To help provide shelter to 
over one lakh femilies. ^ 

Our sights are .set even l| 

higher in foe years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that we are determined to 
cxMiplete. 










Housing for millions. We’re making it happea 



ns makes our objectives look small. 




v. '.> > A 








"*. ';• ''iiiBjS* 

, ■ JIf 











% ' 



■ national 
L_n_l HOUSING BANK 

(Wliolly owned bjr the Resets Bank of liM^ 


Hindustan Times House, 6lti Floa, 18-20 Kasturta GandN Maig. New D^ 
Bomtay Uie Buidng, 3rd Flooi. 45 Veer Naiiman Roaii Fort Bombay 400 023. 
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wragmatisL. Anand is a restless, Quicksilver genius, 




'f'il^m9'Waii9:^orapQ^c^ it won*} waitibt 

N SItIHSR Viannanthm Ahandimr 
Aleatgy O rewr were boro when 

Iiqdk Jegger orthe HhUiag 
StdiM Ifavt iilaintlvely weihM 
this Una. But Ito two spoungeek 
WcMdd Ch ess o ttndidete B-- h oth 
hoiiptot9 0 9 w i l loeststelyi dentity 
with these senthnsats; AswUIsaBardOwr 


< h ess]^; 

Tbiwlastwoineehhigetosc^ w 
Phifer. Thsin is *teBi|K}”tiIs^ 
puaiberqfpMwesjiwi u& e d 
' sh'OiMiwlMi- 

4iMM^lfrixo^sitirty. gt^esattwrity 
''Ihsretla^cdjisohtha^ 
kOeilii^ 

;nuwpt.]hthUB^ 

)Bhi4(het.theTri<|ettt, MMtaw, thst^'< 


«j|jvOEVAN 6 SHU 
DUTTA air e/tess 
0okimiilitik00BlBO 
mBWUHtiie 
UlmUmkreOimH 
tliBss Wat Mia's 




mama w dawn 
AlamDfBBK 









Orecv on tlie other hond 

t$operfecHonist...on 
artist who produces 
slow motion 
mosterpieces. No 
violence...juststeody 
improvement... 


meant the usual 120 minutes for 40 
moves. If the match had exceeded eight 
games, the control would have been 
accelerated to a crippling 60 moves in 45 
minutes. 

In the event that wasn’t necessary, as 
Anand comprehensively outplayed 
Dreev, finirtiing the match in six games 
withasoorelineof4.5to 1.5. By theend 
I>reev must have really empathised 
with Mick Jagger for he had lost out on 
both the time factors. 

Anand is a chess extrovert—a restless 
quicksilver gemus. He thinks and plays 
at bhnding speed He loves dynamic 
positions where things must be done m a 
hurry 

Anand is also a pragmatist who will 
trust his fantastic mtuitlon, 
rather than attempt to oalculate 
everything. Quite often in wild positions 
he analyses only one move—the best one. 
Where others spend time calculating, 
Anand plays what he thinks is the best 
move instantly. He is very rarely wrong 
in his Judgement. 

Dreev on the other hand is a 
perfectionist—an artist who produces 
slow motion masterpieoeB. No 
violence—just steacfy improvement is his 
forte. He likes static situations where he 
can score on points with good technique 


while Anand goes fhr the jugolar 
everytime. 

Dreev slso spsnds ths predous SKtca 
minutes, in the early middle game 
looking Ibr the vary bast plw. lit Tiake 
the agonies of'Tieltnot'* ("No time"), as 
ohees pliqrereoall It regularly. Against 
Anand the risk became a certainty and 
Dreev could never oome to terms with the 
dock. 

llie Russian was also unabls to outgun 
Anand in the openings and get the sort of 

cpiiAt. he prefer* After Idein^ the 

first game, Dreev was oonqisUed by 

match logic to keqi playing sharply 
which resulted in adebade, "Five times 
we got compUcated positions and 1 just 
happened to win four of them, though I 
had to light”, is how Anand put it. 

Generous in victory, the local lad 
ad m i tt ed he did not expect such an 
emphatic victory. "Remember, he was 
desperate to win BO he was prepared to 
risk a quick loss. Otherwise the match 
might have gone the distanoe.” 

Dreev, of oourae, had another probtem, 
as indeed Anand’s next opponent in the 
quarterfinals in Augrust will face. TO beat 
Aiuoid at all, his opponents in the 
Candidates must do so inside the eight 
game limit. Anand would be a hot 
favoujpito againat axiyon« at a SO movM ia 

45 minutes control. Not even Kasparov 
would fancy meeting him on those terms. 

Stylistically, Anand and his second. 

QM Ferdinand Hellers, felt they 
Dreev taped. Talking on a rest day, 
halfway through the match he said 
"Dreev is good at playing positions where 
nothing is happening. He just shuffles 
around in harmless looking setups and 
suddenly he is winning. No one can 
ohwge their style at short notice. He’s 
playing the way we expected.” 

Dreev is aplayer with avery narrow 
repertoire, that makes him both easy and 
difficult to prepare for. Dreev is 
predictable true, but difficult to surprise 
for he knows his pet variations very w^ 
indeed. 

Anand hae much more breadth but he 
occaaionally plays superficially, not 
really knowing the epeoilic system in 
great depth, tkeev is a Queen pawn 
opener who deflmds either the French dr 
the Spanish with Mack. Anand opens 
King pawn regularly and he pla^ half a 
dosm defimoes to the Queen ^wn. 

Anand was cagey about hla methods of 
preparing for his first ever mat(Ai. "Ws 
locked at everything in more or less 
dstgU. About the details 1 mtist impose 
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Anandtsdsoo 
prQ9matisl wHowHi 
trust everything to his 
fantastic intuition, 
rethtf’ than ottvmpt to 
cojculoteeverything„. 
Quite often in viM 
positions, he onolysts 
^ one move, the best 
one, fhenothm spend 
timecoicilatiiig... 







THE 1HIHKTANK 


B ehind every successful 
man there is a woman, 
goes the saying. Behind 
every successful chess 
player there is a second. 
And that is why im¬ 
mediately after winning the sixth 
Q^ame and the matoH, Viswanathsm 
Anand rushed first to his psurents 
Emd then looked out anxiously for 
his second Ferdinand Hellers, who 
played no snudl part in the Indian 
□M’s victory It was only after he 
had thanked HeUers that he turned 
to receive the fans. 


PARTAB RAMCHAND 
profiles Ferdinand 
Hellm, the Swede, who as 
Anand*s second made a 
valuable contribution to 
the Indian Grandmaster’s 
success over OM Alexey 
Dreev... 


lation^p became even clceer. 

“I was impressed with his attack¬ 
ing style," Hellers told SportsworJcf 
in Madras. 

Last year, Animd practised with 
Hellers imd beat Wan Der Wiel, a 

Dutch OM. When the letter left for 

other commitments, HeUers became 
Anand’s only second. He is cS the 
opinion that it is not imperative to 
have two or three seconds. "A 
second with whom you get along 
weU is enough to produce results”, 
says HeUers. And Anand agrees: "I 
vibe weU with Hellers and that is 


HeUers, a Swede, is 22. He is also 
aOMwith a ELO rating of 2550, 
is ranked around 80 in the world. 
He first met Anand in the World 
Cadets Championship in Paris in 
1084. He lost to Anand. but struck 
up a good rapport with him. Subse¬ 
quently, they played in a few more 
tournaments in Europe and the re- 


“I vibe well with HeUers 
and that is good enough 
for me”...Anand 


good enough for me”. 

HeUers feels that Anand's game is 
baaed on sound theory . "He is very 
quick with his calculations. He does 
not hesitate to make good moves. 
He is very confident and has a bril- 
Uaiit middle game”. 

He also believes that the 
strongest aspect of Anand’s game is 
his super quick moves ”He puts the 
oppoaent under tremendous time 

pressure and this ceui lead to prob¬ 
lems on the board”. In fact, he 
pointed out that Anand hsul not had 
Em adjourned game since 1967. 

flan Anand become a world cham¬ 
pion? SportsworJd asked HeUers. 
’That is difficult to say at the mo¬ 
ment. But he certainly has the abil¬ 
ity to improve further”, he said. 

Speaking of the role played by 
seconds, HeUers said T sit with 
Anand and analyse moves. We ex¬ 
amine openings and I can suggest 
to him to try this or that. When a 
game is Etdjoumed we examine the 
position and see how beet we can 
win. PsychologicaUy. also we have 
im important role to boost the play¬ 
er's confidence and morale.” 

HeUers flew back to Sweden after 
the Madras match but wUl join 
Anand wherever he plays his quar¬ 
ter final. He came to Madras about 
ten days *>efore the match oomm- 
enoed. 


Anand (right) with hit paranta and aacond 
Fardinand Heiiara (right): partbct 
undaratandlng 



“We disouased a lot of atrategy 
and made a detailed study of 
iDreev’s games. But 1 did not expect 
him to win so easily. 1 thouglit it 
would go the fliU eight games”, he 
fiftid. 
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Ferdinand Hellers: confident approach 
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oen80i|8hip.” His Toshiba Laptop was 
probably brimfiil with Dreev’s g^ames and 
possible improvements. He does not 
bother to cai'ry a chess set or books 
He also 

hM total recall. Throug^hout the match 
Dreev was suspended between the devil 
and the deep blue sea. He could play fast 
and risk losing through bad play. Or he 
could play at his normal rate and risk 
horrendous errors in time pressure. In 
the event he overstepped the time limit 
twice in lost positions and threw away a 
possible win in time trouble during the 
second game. 

' The Soviets took this match very 



seriously, arrived with a contingent of 
five, a week early to acclimatiee to 
Madras. 

His permanent trainer IM Filipenko 
was there of course. As was a 
non-playing Chef de Mission or “Ffacer". 


ANAND TELLS 

SPOHTSWORLD: 


SmTSWOIIUI:Dmif 




msIM 

/UUHD: Wmi I 

mateli. ittWHUtM 
wmU ttt tu fan 
games 


E ven more interesting was the 
presence of Dr Alexander 
Yekhevich, one of the famous 
Russian chess psychologists. A 
smiling, babyfaced mad, he happily 
denied any knowledge of Russian, 
English, Spanish, French and German 
and thereby successfully avoided any 
kind of communication. 

The Russians are famous for 
employing psychologists who suggest 
various means of disrupting their 
opponents’ concentration. Karpov uses 
Dr Vladimir Zoukhar, an expert on 
hypnotism, who almost inevitably sits in 
the front row of the hall where Karpov 
plays and stares at his adversary. 
Anand’s parents were worried that 
Yekhevich might try something similar 
on their son. 

Actually, Yekhevich caused no such 
problems. He was rarely in the hall and 
his job seemed to be to provide an 
emotional lifeline to young Dreev who 
celebrated his 22nd birthday even as he 
lost the sixth and final game on January 
30. 






T he Russians employed all the 
tartics patented by the infamous 
Bobby Fischei camp to put 
psychological pressure on Anand 
The venue should bo changed, the hall 
must be i edecoi ated the table wasn’t 
right the tablecloth was the wrong 
CX)loui aiid so on and so forth It was 
thanks to Di A B Khan, the chief 
arbitoj that everything was sorted out to 
the Russians satisfaction while Anand 
none halantly agreed to almost 
everything they demanded 

Anand led Dreev by at least an hour ui 
each game almost all of which started 
with a bang Numeiologists would have 
been c*onfounded by the result after the 
draw of lots Dreev pulled lucky seven to 
Anand’s one and thereby gained the 
advantage of starting his campaign with 
the white pieces He did not however, 
take this to their psychic correct 
conclusion He lost the game 
Having established a clear lead and the 
psychological advantage in game four 
Anand was even more impressive in the 
fifth Dreev was faced with anothei 
Uueens Indian as Anand decided to take 
up the challenge of improving on his 
thii d game 

Dreev played the mainline this time 
and went for broke in a desperate attempt 
to equalise He conceded a big positional 
advantage to Anand on the queenside 
and allowed his pawn structure to be 
fixed m an unfavourable manner But 
white seemed to have a big attack 
brewing on the king’s wing 
Anand was dismissive “He should 


ANAND TELLS 
SPORTSWORLD; 

SPOKTSWORLD: What 

If mu awet Kaam? 

ANAND: Watt, saam 

wlatarmhanlo 

meetthaslrmw 

plants, nkff paarla' 

DoalsMIbeamh 

loapher 




have tried a pawn storm rather than 
direct piece play My king side was solid 
and he’s getting washed out on the 
queenside especially after the exchange 
of light square bishops ’ 

Very easy to say after the event but at 
the board the young Indian GM had to 
rely on his mtu ition once again 

Dreev’s pieces lost coordination and he 
had to make sacrifices to keep his game 
going, after Anand coolly stopped the 

attack with 22-RgB 

A beautiful technical performance by 
Anand resulted in him going onto the 
off ensive He made what even Hellers 
considered a difficult ending made 
simple—after winning a second pawn 
and forcing a mating attack Dreev once 
again nearly flagged out at both 
controls, while Anand took just over an 
hour for 59 moves 
The sixth game followed a birthday 
ceremony for Dreev who cut the cake 
Anand wished him a happy birthday, 
though he did not present Dreev with the 
one gift he wanted- a win 
Once again they disputed the Steinit? 
Variation of the French Defence after 
Anand made his favourite 4 e5 thrust 
This time Dreev played another 
variation —one where black sacrifices a 
Ipiece for the initiative and three pawns 
^Dreev chose a move that has been 
played only once/*Someone called 
Fedautamov tried it”—(Anand) 13—g5 
ripping the kingside open Anand 
showed his depth of preparation com ng 
up with a new move on the 16th. 
evacuating his King from the danger 
zone 

Dreev started thinking He found a 
good move penetrating with queen and 
rook after Anand played slightly 
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carelessly 

It looked like black had eveiythmg to 
play for, but he only had three minutes 
for his last 13 moves also At this stage 
Dreev allowed a cheapo—a knight 
sacrifice that forces mate He 
overstepped the time hmit on the 35th 
handing Anand his ticket to Brussels 
In Brussels, in the quarters. Anand s 
likely opponents are Nigel Short or Jan 
Timman—^both match-hardened players 
who would possibly be the favourites 



But, there or later, Anand has two things 
gomg for him 

One is his unique speed of thought that 
makes him impossible to simulate m 
practice The other is bis extremely 
mature temperament and quiet 
self-confidence Anand respects hu> 
opponents, but he worships at no altar 
When he sits down to play, he does not 
doubt his abihty to win—^be it Karpov, 
Kasparov or whoever sitting across the 
board • 
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PROFILE 



THE LUCK 
FACTOR 


Indian sport is full of young prodigies who have 
threatened to conquer the world only to fall by 
the wayside But Grandmaster Viswanathan 
Anand is different Lucky to have parents who 
cared about his unusual interest in chess, lucky 
to be born in Madras, the nerve centre of Indian 
chess this is one youngster who has exceeded 
his childhood promise 


Schoolboy prodisies 
raroly llvo uptotneir 
full potential, but in 
Viswanathan Anand’s 
case it can be said that 
he has in fact exceeded 
thewiklMt 
expectations. The 
history off Indian sport 
is littered with seamy 
examples of young 
prodiraes who have 
failed.... 


T hese are troubled times* 
for Indian sport The 
Indian team is 

beaten by a Du+ch club 
side by marg'ins Tfiat 
makes US blush The 
hockey side slips from fust to 
thud position lu an Internationa] 
toui nament held at homo The 
ci icket team loses two succ essive 
one day internationals to lowly 
Sn Lanka The table tennis squads 
shoe down badly at the Asian 
Championship 

But wait there IS hope in the 
form of a tall c hei ubic youth from 
Madras who lias zipped up the 
chess laddei to become one of the 
top players in the world Yes he is 
right up there along with Anatoly 
Kaipov Jan Timman and Vasily 
Ivanc huk as a challengei to Gan y 
Kaspaiov s throne And at 21 
nothing really seems beyond Him 

Schoolboy prodigies raiely live 
up to their full potential but in 
Viswanathan Anand s case it can 
be said that he has in fact exceeded 
the wildest expectations The 
histoi y of Indian sport is littered 
with seamy examples of young 
prodigies who have failed to live 
up to expectations who threaten 
to conquer the woi Id only to fall 
beaten and bruised by the 












BY PARTAB RAMCHAND 


wayside If there is just one 
shimng exception, it is Anand 

Sure, he has been lucky Fora 
start, maybe, he was lucky to be 
bom m Madras which is the nerve 
centre ot Indian chess Then he 
was lucky to have had such far 
sighted parents as father. 
Viswanathan and mother, Sushila 
who saw their child's unusual 
interest at a very early age and 
then nurtured it carefully 

through iho yoare 

Lucky again that at a very vital 
stage of this development (at the 
age of 10) he went to Manila where 
his father was on deputation for 
the Indian Railways Here besides 
improving his game, Anand came 
into c lose contact with Eugene 
Torre, then Asia s only GM who 
was quick to spot Anand s 
potential and forecasted a great 
future for him Lucky again that 
when he c anie bark at a slightly 
advanced stage tif his caieei he 
was again vei y much m tne midst 


"Anand would show us 
how to make bettor 
moves, or so he said. 
Who was this cheeky 
boy? I wondered. At 
that timo I thought he 
was a damn nuisance. 
Now when I see him 
play I am confident that 
he will be a damn 
nuisance to the other 
Grandmasters”, 
recalled IM Manuel 
Aaron. 



of a bustling chess atmosphere in 
Madras, where existed a whole lot 
of International Masters 
including India’s first IM, Manuel 
Aaron, and some of the most 
dedicated administrators in Indian 
chess 

But then, too much should not 
be made of the luck factor Many 
Indian sportsmen have been born 
lucky and have enjoyed a run of 
good fortune, but they have not 
built upon it Thoy hav© laclced the 

heart, their attitude has been 
pusillanimous, they have not been 
ready to make the sacnfioes that a 
youngster has to make if he wants 
to make it to the top They have 
opted for the easy hfe and have 
lacked the singleimndedness of 
purpose 

Yes that last quality again A 
singlemindedness of purpose It is 
so very important to achieve one's 
ambition, but how many young 
sportsmen in India have it’ Well. 
Viswanathan Anand certainly 
does 

His father told Sportsworld a 
delightful tale to illustrate this 
“His mother taught him chess at 
SIX alter seeing his unusual 
interest in the game Between six 
and nine, Aneuid’s interest m 
theory grew and so we subscribed 
to a couple of chess magazines and 
pamphlets When the issues 
arrived, Anand would grab them, 
run upstairs to his room close the 
door and bury himself mto them 
There was no way anyone could 
disturb him or get him to do 
something else at that time We 
used to hope and pray that the 
post never arrived during 
lunchtime For that meant Anand 
would not even have his lunch He 
had this burning desire to reach 
the top at d very early age ’ 

Then there is another engaging 
story told by IM M&nuel A&ron 

“We all used to play seriously at 
the Tal Chess Club in the late 
seventies when this slip of a lad 
used to come in and start makmg 
smart comments on our moves 
Not only that he would show us 
how to make better moves, or so 
he said Who was this cheeky boy’ 
I wondered At that time I thought 
he was a damn nuisance But soon 
on closer scrutiny I discovered 
that he was uncommonly gpfted 









Not only did I oncourago him, but 
I also told everyone about him. 
Now when 1 sec him play. I am 
cjonfident that he will be a damn 
nuisance to the other 
Grandmasters”. He certainly was 
to Drecv m Madras 
The two year si int in Manila did 
not in any w^ay hinder Anand‘s 
interest in chess, in fact it only 
augmented it Viswanathaii 
recalls how Anand used to stay up 
and try to solve me cneserquiz 
programmes on TV. “They had 
this weekly programme where in 
if one solved the day’s quiz, he 
would get a prize. Anand solved it 
so easily that he won the prize 
every time. After he won it 12 
times, the organisers told him to 


in the sixth game against Dreov. 
The Soviet GM, desperately in 
need of a win to keep his hopes 
alive, made a novel opening that 
surprised Anand who however 
kept his nerve 

During the middle game it 
seemed anybody’s match Then 
Anand seized the initiative with a 
brilliant move, sacrificing a 
Knight to gain a bettei‘ position. 
Opening up the boaid, Anand 
men nounaea Dreev’s King wiin 
his Queen and Rook and the 
Soviet GM, already under severe 
time pressure, had no option but 
to resign. That single move sealed 
Dreev’s fate and was hailed by IM 
Ravi Kumar as “a stroke of 
genius”. 
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Stop sending in his entry since 
they also wanted others to win the 
prize The others never really did 

have a chance as long as Anand 

sent in his entry” 

Atiand’s game has many strong 
points. His deep study of theory 
lots him analyse a position very 
quickly. His immense knowledge 
has meant that he can try out 
various optmings, and middle and 
end game options Even in a 
ticklish situation Anand’s skill 
has seen him not only wriggle 
out, but also turn th<; tables on his 
opponent. Proof of this was seen 


Perhaps Anand’s forte 
is his super quick 
moves. The speM with 
which he executed his 
moves is enough to 
bewilder even the 
strongest opponent. 
He unseMecI iNeev by 
his quick moves even 
when he was under no 
time pressure. And this 
really baffled Dreev. 


But perhaps Anand’s forte is hie 
super quick moves. The speed 
with which he executes his moves 
is enough to bewilder even the 
strongest opponent. Generally if 
his opponents take two hours to 
complete 40 moves, Anand takes 
about half that time. And this was 
generally the pattern even during 
the matches with Dreev. He 
unsettled Dreev by quick moves 
even when he was under no time 

press ui e. Sunx^thiiig tliat baffled 

Dreov as much as it delighted the 
spectators. Explaining this, 
Sushila says, “Anand believes in 
making a sensible move quickly, 
rather than the best move after 
consuming a lot of time.” 

At Hotel Trident in south 
Madras, for about a week, Anand 
and Dreev presented a perceptible 
contrfist. The bespectacled Dreev 
was a picture of concentration, 
generally uamoving in his chair, 
his eyes on the board, and his 
hands on the chin. Anand was no 
loss a picture of concentration, but 
hej also fidgeted in his chair as he 
impatiently waited for Dreev to 
make his move so that he could 
possibly reply straightaway. 
Sometimes he would go out to the 
adjoining garden for some fresh 
air. Occasionally he would sip a 
glass of water or juice. Now and 
then he would look at his parents 
seated in the front row. All in all, 
he presented the picture of a 
young man eager to get on with it, 
eager to win in the quickest 
possible time. Chief Arbiter. A.R. 
Khan of Bangladesh who has seen 
some of the world s leading 
players was so impressed by 
Anand that he called him, “A 
tremendous player.” Khan was 
simply amazed by Anand’s moves 
in the sixth game which he said 
were, “Out of this world”. 

Off the board Anand is a picture 
of charm, poise and humility. His 
handling of the press was superb. 
Straight questions were answered 
with a straight face. No 
monosyllables or lengthy 
monolv^gues, just enough to 
satisfy the rejxirters. 

Emfaarassing questions were met 
with a smile or a, “Lets wait and 
see”. And to top it ail he has an 
impish sense of humour. When 
asked as to who he would like to 





meet in the quarter-final Anand 
qiupped “Probably one of the 
losers’ 

Where does Anand go from 
here*? He is now among the eight 
top players m the world His 
victory at Madras has given him 
10 or 15 ELO points and with a 
rating ol around 2650 he is 
among the fourth or fifth highest 
ranked player in the world His 
opponent will be known later this 
month and it doeo not matter to 

Anand who he will be It will be 
just another chess game for him 
like the mate h with Dreev Sure, 
he will prac tjso seriously He will 
disc USB strategy with his second, 
Ferdidand Hellers He will study 



When asked as to who 
he would like to meet in 
the quarter-final Anand 
quipi^, "Probahly one 
of toe losers/ 


his opponent's games and 
generally prepare as well as he 
should But a case of nerves^ No 
One cannot imagine the 
phlegmatic Anand nervous A 
change of lifestyle*^ No chance 
There wasn’t even a major 
celebration following his triumph 
at Madras 

Whoever his quarter-final 
opponent is. one is inclined to 
make Anand the favourite His 
game is at an all time peak now 
and he is presently on a roll So 
watch out all you Grandmasters 
out there And you too. world 
champion Garry Kasparov The 
Indian tiger is on the prowl And 
he 18 hungry 0 


IN TAMIL NADU. CHESS IS IT! 


I F CaJf utta is the headquarter of Indian foot¬ 
ball and Bombay the Mecca of Indian cricket. 
Madias is the nerve centre of Indian chess 
Just one simple fact will illustrate this Out of 
11 International Musters in the country, six 
are from Tamil Nadu alone And, of course, 
India's tirst Grandmaster ’Viswaiiatnan Anand 
also hails from Madras And till the day he 
won the Candidates match against Alexey 
Dreev he remained India’s only GM Now of 
comsp he has been joined by Dibyendu Barua 
of Calcutta 

Manuel Aaron the first Indian IM, was from 
Madras He won the title in 1960 and for 17 
yeais no one emulated him But m the last 14 
years India has produced 10 more IM’s besides 
two GM's The 10 other IM's are Raja 
Havisekhar V Kavikumar, T N Parameswar- 
an, Lanka Ravi and K Murugaii (adl ftt>m 
Tamil Nadu), Ravi Hegde, D V Prasad (Karna¬ 
taka) Tilak Thipsay, Vaidya (Maharashtra) 
The reasons for Tamil Nadu’s dominance are 
not difficult to identify There is a strong base 
lor popularising and improving standards in 
the State Accordmg to D V Sundar, secretary. 
Tamil Nadu Chess Association, there are 
toumameAts conducted aU around the year m 
major centres including Madras, Coimbatore. 
Salem, Neyveii, Tiruchi, Madurai and Tutioor- 
in "There are more than 600 registered play¬ 
ers m the State,” says Sunder proudly 
Sponsorship is not hard to come by with 
mdustrialists vying with each other to pour 
money mto the game and encourage the play¬ 
ers through employment The Lakshmi 
Group, The Sakthi Group, Neyveii lignite Cor¬ 
poration. SPIC, Indian Bank and BHEL are 


some of the leading public sector and private 
sector companies that are playing a promment 
part in popularising chess 

The RAMCO Group recently took over corpo¬ 
rate sponsorship of Anand while the Butterfly 
Group of companies sponsored the World 
Championship Caiididalos match between 
Anand and Di^v 

All Indian Open tournaments are conducted 
regfularly with attractive prize money and free 
board and lodging provided to the competitors 

More important, the State association is also 
aware of the needs of chess players and in¬ 
terest IS maintained by holding regular 
tournaments and exhibitions According to 
Anand, “it is a very active association” Sundar 
himself acknowledges the part played by a set 
of dedicated office bearers the association has 
had 

But by far the most important reason for the 
"unusual mterest” in the State has been the 
inspiration derived from the top players First, 
it was Manuel Aaron and then , along came 
Anand It is the Indian OM’s feats that has 
generated a ’‘chess boom” m the State As a 
matter of fact, Anond's inspiration has gone 
beyond the boundaries of the State and as 
Dhruv Sawhney, AlCF (All India Chess Federa¬ 
tion) president, at the inauguration of the 
World Candidates match in Madras, said "He 
is a source of inspiration for the youth of the 
country. Indian chess is at an all time high 
now with over 100 rate players ui the coun¬ 
try’ A vast number of these players are tram 
Tamil Nadu, upholding the number one posi¬ 
tion of the State in the country. 


PHOIOGRAPHS NIKHILBMATTACHARVA 
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QUESTIONS 


1 Who coined the 
terms-‘CnTUS, 
ALTIUS, 
FORTIUS’^ 


Q Name Mike 

^Gattmg’s 

autobiography 

3 Name the first 
player to wear 
shorts at 
Wimbledon 

4 Who set 18 
world records as 
a distance runner 
but never won an 
Olympic title‘s 

5 Name the lady 
who beat P T 
Usha to third place 
in the 400m 
hurdles at the ’84 
Olympics 

6 The movie Two 
Gentlemen 
Sharing’, released 
m *68,features a 
g^reat sports 
personality Who*^ 

7 What IS the 
court where Jai 
(Pelota) is 
played? 


IS: Wish you were part of our team 

Between 10 and 13: Not too bad 

Below 10: Sportsworld reading recommended 

All answers sent in by the coninbutor 


1 Father Henry Oidion 

2 Leading from the front 

3 Bunriy Austin 

4 Don Clark 

5 Christina Cojacaru 

6 Qary Sobers 

7 Fronton 

8 Javier Sotomayor 

9 Vasily Atexeyev (USSR) who, between 
1970-’77, broke 80 world records 

10 Pans, London and Los Angeles 

11 VijayMadgavkar, inl947 

12 SoliSoranee 

13 John Lancly of Australia 

14 Ghulam Mohammad 

15 Knshnamachin Srikkanth 


THIS QUIZ IS COMPILED BT: 


NO. W8.1ST‘0’CROSS, 
OTH BL OCK. KOmMAHOAU 
BMIOJILORE-M 


8 Who IS called 
the ‘Boy from 
Himonar"^ 

9 Who 18 said to 
be the most 
prolific record 
breakin^i 
weightliftor*^ 

H f\ Name the 
X vJthree cities to 
have hosted the 
Olympics Twice"^ 

n Name the 
first Indian 
to reach the finals 
ot the All England 
Badminton 
championships 

A Q Who was the 
X ^lawyer for 
the SIX banned 
Indian cricketers'^ 


■i Q Who was the 
X Osecond man 
to run the mile 
under four 
minutes'^ 


A A What was 
X ^the real name 
of Gama, the 
wrestler? 

A pr To which 
X Obatsmandid 
Robin Marlar refer 
to as Test cricket's 
village batsman? 
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SPOTLIGHT 



STREETFIGHTER 



Peter Roebuck pays tribute to the 
unassuming Australian captain, a 
man who has never retreated from a 
fight 

LI-AN "■ ".. 


ROBER'l 
BORDER IS a 
ciickotmggpiiius hoi 
years he ha& been 
portrayed as a battlei 
a doug'hty wai i loi who 
defied a lac k of talent to 
conquei his world ai> 
oid..weat 99^r 
perspiration 1' 
inspii ation 

Border has f)Ui ed his 
part Ous 

linage bet dusfc d fits his 
aasessment of liimstlf as 
aplainfcllow a man 
entirely without p(H tr> 
athiiitv pragouti' 
ciickeU I lac Kin^’ 
panache and hansrua 
and capable on! v of 
hackingout a lew runa 
Chewing gum 
sticking hischm m 
haid times cursing 
volubly and othei wise 
staring unemotionally 
as the game goes by he 
18 a deliberately 
downbeat cricketer 
And it has all been 
utter nonsense ^or 
Border is as much a 
genius as ever wert* Viv 
Richards»David Gower 
or Ian Botham his 
genius takes a different 
form, that IS all His 
.genius hes in judgment, 
in attention to detail, in 
consistent reproduction 
of shots and his abihty 
to handle all sorts of 
bowling on all sorts of 


pitc ties He has no fl«.sh 
cannot delight with a 
suddf n an plucked from 
tilt hea^/enR but since 
when have fiivoht> and 
genius bet n bedf< Ilows*"^ 
Bolder has been 
under estimated because 
we ideiitify genius with 
\olatility see it in a Paul 
Gascoignebuigt ora 
daring pot by Alex 
i ligp'ui 4 miss It 111 Uie 
r € lenllescness of Steve 
I T)a\iHoi RcxiLavei for 
I these are ordinal^ 
fellows who nevci ii ake 
nsgssp not tiagile 
♦ noughlobi geniuses 
l*\idently Boidex also 


holds hi8 poweis in no 
high Tog ird Take his 
bowling I is nitiuth if 
not a load of tnpe at 
least a bar i owful of 
tuinips would not 
trouble a village 
blacksmith And what 
does this blessed fellow 
do^ He bowls out the 









West Indies to win a Test 
match (Sydney 1989), a 
feat beyond any 
contemporary save a 
couple. He even rolls 
over an apologetic arm 
in limited-over games 
and, lo, wickets fall to 
lii«>. Ifi4iiis not the same 
magic which has for 

ytjars h&GXX detected in 

Btitham’s golden arm? 

Take his fielding. 
Border does not think 
much of it, moves 
himself from the slips 
whenever he can, givihg 
precedence to lesser 
men And yet he has 
taken moi’e catches for 
Australia than anyone 
else, most of them at 
secxMid slip where teams 
customarily position 
their key man. 
Moreover, his last three 
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shies at stumps have hit 
their target as if guided 
by radar, one run-out 
(Wayne Larkins in 
Sydney) and two close 
shaves resulting. Border 
has the knack, shared 
by Richards and 
Botham, of seizing upon 


a moment. 

Take his batting. 
Since time immemorial 
batsmen, and people, 
have appeared in two 
sorts, nomad and 
settler. Nomads raise 
merry hell wherever 
they go, slaughtering 


their enemies, pinching 
their crops and then 
moving restlessly away. 
Viv Richards, Dean 
Jones and Ck?wer, in 
their various ways, are 
of this persuasion. 

Border is a settler, one 
who tends his cattle, 
encloses his property, 
pays his dues if 
grumpily, and ekes out 
a living, enduring the 
seasons as tney ctiange. 

It IS this lack of drama 
which misleads us. 
Border never engages 
our emotions, never 
provokes wonder. 

But consider his 
record In 118 Tests he 
has severed nearly 9,000 
runs at an average 
around 54, figures 
which entitle liim to be 
called Ausiralia'b 
greatest batsman since 
Don Bradman. Many of 
his innings have been 
extraord inaI'y. Defyi ng 
overwhelming odds a.nd 
a ferocKius assault on 
his body he scolded 98 
and lOOnotout in 
Trinidad 111 1983-84, 
singlehundeclly turning 
the ashes of defeat iiilt) 
the glory of rescue, aii 
effort universally 
recognised as one of 
cricket's grf?atest 
A season earlier ui 
Melbourne he was joined 
by Jeff Thomson, the 
mother and-father of 
tail-enders (and now 
Queensland's coach). 


HOST Kims W TEST CTICMT 


MlCowitrln 

T 

1 

NO 

Rum 

HS 

A« 

too 

50 

S.M. Gavaskar (I) 


214 

16 

10122 

236* 

51.12 

34 

45 

A.R. Border (A) 

118 

203 

36 

8870 

205 

5311 

23 

50 

Q. Boycott (E) 

108 

193 

23 

8114 

246* 

47.73 

22 

42 

Javed Miandad (P) 

1(» 

165 

16 

8064 

280* 

54.66 

22 

39 

G.S. Sobers (WO 

93 

160 

21 

6032 

365* 

57 J8 

26 

30 

D.l. Gower (E) 

112 

Its 

15 

6021 

215 

44.56 

18 

38 

I.V.A. Richards (Wl) 

111 

, 166 

10 

7990 

291 

51.22 

24 

36 

I^.Cowdery(E) 

114 

IM 

1S 

7824 

182 

44.07 

22 

38 
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with A^ustralm still 
needing: 8*^ to bt‘at 
England In one of 
cricket s most 
electrifying iniishes 
Border naggtnl dnd 
punched away until hib 
team were four tuns 
short of victoiy only for 
Thomson to edgr* 
Botham to slip Wasevei 
calculation so supei bly 
executed‘> This f i om a 
man who. they say. can 
save games but not win 
them 

He has sc*ored 
hundreds m Pakistan 

and India, too, for 
Border travels well, does 
his duty in every clime, 
will do so as long as his 
legs carry him Border 
concentrates on 
winning and scoring 
runs, drugs which lured 
him away from the 
beaches of his boyhood 
Paul Prichard, a 
colleague at Essex, 
regards Border as a 


ASacJiatahthis 
tr fmfl w hav« 
fMMnhf* 

IndmiNkKic* of 
powS^fMtkms 
and Ms lack of 
inlarostin 
wa n lj w il atf o n 


Keiuus, has done since 
seeing him score a 
valiant hundred on a 
nasty pitch against 
Tony Mernck, a West 
Indian quickie in ho had 

knocked him nearly 
senseless a day earlier 
Another tunc, studymg 
an especially green 
county wicket. Border 
said he could not see 
himself breaking his 
duck To no one’s 
surprise save bis own he 
scored 150 
It 18 a part of Border’s 
secret that he is better 


than he thinks he is 
For years he was apt 
to drop himsell down the 
order m one day cricket, 
rumg his inability to hit 
across the hne Now, 
persuaded by friends he 
realises he has 
enormous strengths 
too—strengths tested on 
the sands of tune 
Border s genius lies m 
his will, in his judgment 
and in his selection of 
shots He seldom 
misreads a dehvery, and 
can book, cut and 
advance down a track to 
plooe a spurmer through 
a gap as if he were 
threading cotton 
through the eye of a 
needle Few men have 
such powers 

Nor do his talents ,}top 
at bowling, fielding and 
batting He played no 
part in bringing down 
Kun Hughes, favoured 
son of the 

establishment, never 


sought to be captain, 
inherited a broken team 
and yet has managed to 
lead Australia to a World 
Cup victory, to regain 
and now to hold the 
Ashes and to form a 
hardened outfit And 
without anyone 
thinking him astute 

No doubt his selectors 
are wise, and perhaps 

hiB coaoh ifi a holp. but it 

has been Border on the 
podium throughout, 
dictating the tempo, 
cursing, shocking his 
men by threatening to 
resign every so often 
and yet summomng the 
sweetness to continue 

As captain his 
strengths nave been his 
independence of pohticaJ 
factions, his lack of 
interest m manipulation 
and his timing, for he 
was too young to join 
World Senes Cricket and 
18 accordingly tarred by 
neither side i 

This 10 a man without 

pretension a 
straightforward man 
who has grown from a 
beach boy who hated 
work, played cricket 
because it was a living 
and chose larrikin 
iriends, into a man of 
stature 

He has never retreated 
from a fight and. helped 
by good blokes like Qeoff 
Marsh and David Boon, 
has become a captain 
who, being a 
streetfighter, knows 
how lumted-over games 
can be won and is 
gradually grasping the 
tactical nuances of Test 
cncket Border deserves 
the handshakes which, a 
weekorsoago signified 
his holding of the Ashes 
He has been underrated 
in every respect but his 
record speaks for itself, 
and his record is that of 
a supremely gifted 
cricketer 

counrtsr- the Sunday times 
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RAMAN LAMBA SPEAKS ON HIS 


CLASH WITH RASHID PATEL 


“I felt as if I was being 


laUiichargeil fer havi 
perfermeil well” 







ENCOUNTER 



***«> , 1 *^ ru 


Lainba maintains that 
he did not play >any 
aggresi^ive role to 
provoke iFiashid Pate) ‘1 
have always played 
oncket like u grentleman 
at home and abroad 
Never in my playing 
career have I ever b^ii 
invdlved in any 
uncncketmg incident 
on the field Why should 
1 have done anything 
which would have 
harmed my team‘d The 
match was over for all 
practical purposes and 
there was no frustration 
in me I had performed 
well and that was what 





my intentions were 
Lamba said 

hamba pointed out 
that It was Rashid Pate) 
who hui led bouncers at 
him and even 

uverejlt-ppt'tl tiie bowling 

crease Had 1 boon hit 
by that ball I don t know 
whether 1 would have 
ever played cricket at 
any level ItwasGtods 
grace that the ball did 
not hit me Tell me is 
this c Ticket'? Even in gaii 
fstreet) cricket one does 
not see such boorish 
behaviour/ Lamba 
added 


A fuming Rashid Patel Is 
led away by KIran More 
(left) while Lamba la 
pacified 


“I have plenty of 
cricket left ui me I have 
always enjoyed playing 
cricket more than 
anything else in life 
Cricket comes before 
even my family It gives 
me bread and butter and 
why should I do 
anything which would 
deprive me of my love 
for the game*?” Lamba 
asked 

Lamba who would 
have been a far more 
happiei man had he not 
gone to bat in the second 
innings, hoped that 
justice would prevail 

‘ You can see the 
evidence for yourself 
The Press report, 
photographs and Uis « 

film shot by 

Doordarshan will prove 
my innocence I was 
always trying to protect 
myself when Patel was 
trying to hit me with the 
stump Even the 
umpires watched the 
incident and would give 
you the right picture I 
felt as if I was being 
Idthicharged for having 
pei formed well with | 

bat I never had any | 

ill-feeling towards ' 

Rashid Patel and will 
never understand why 
he had to go after me I 
was surprised no one 
cajna to help me/’ he 
said 

Having given his 
version to the committee 
in Bombay, Lamba’s love 
for the game was 
demonstrated by the fact 
that the next mormng 
he was play mg a match 
in a local tournament m 
Delhi As he put it, “my 
only love is cricket ” 
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McDowell Indian derby 


WORMNe GIRL 


I It was just another day at the office 
I for Starfire Girl as she carried 
Pesi Shroff to his fifth Derby victory 
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PHOTOGHAPHS GAIJTAMPATOLE 


The Strut aftSTth* 
gallop...Stsmr» Girl Is 
parsded around by 
owners VijayMallya (in 
sunglasses) ana Mr 
Poonawalia while trainer 
Altaf Hussain tags along 
Doing the work In the 
saddle was India’s top 
Jockey PesI Shroff (Inset) 


















Brian GlanvUle analyses Ihe battle plans and current strengths of a few 
teams before the next set of European Championshi£auali]^re- 
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GUEST COLUMN 


I RELAND are not due at Wembley 
for their return European 
Championship quahfiei against 
England until the end of March 
but already the Football 
Association is buz^lng with 
expectation and alarm 
Thefear IS that on the night the 
Irish will outnumber the Phigliah 
segregation will prove impossible, 
and violence will ensure But what 
will happen on the field"? 

This is a matcn wnicn England 
simply have to win In three 
meetings with Ireland in recent 





Ireland still seem to 
be a limited long^ ball 
team, and the vast 
spaces of Wembley 
may not suit them as 
well as their own 
bumpy rugby pitch at 
Lansdowne Road. Still 
Jackie Charlton has - 
proved himself a very 
smart tactician and no 
doubt he will hope 
that Ireland can still 
pull off yet a third 
draw 


tournaments they have lost once 
and drawn twice 

The Republic beat them m 
Stuttgart in a remarkable upset in 
the Imais of the European 
Championship in 1988 In 
CJaglian, a dreadful game 
produced a draw when a fearful 
mistake by substitute Steve 
McMahon presented a soft 
equalising goal to Ireland's Kevin 
Sheedy 

In llublin this season, the teams 
drew 1-1 in a match played on an 



t 

JacK Charlton: The man I 

whole everything to Iriah I 

football I 

appalling pitch Again England 
went ahead, with a beautifully 
worked out goal but a fine header ^ 
by Irish striker Tony Cascanno 
made it 1-1 I 

Paul Gascoigne did not play in I 
that game Most unexpectedly. | 

and for no convincing reason he ' 

Wits left out To replace Ktm witli 

the veteran Gkirdon Cowans, who i 
made no valid contribution, was a j 
bizarre decision by manag^er 
Gi aham Taylor 

Now Taylor is swearing that he 
means to build his whole team I 

around Gascoigne which makes 
sense since the Spui s player, I 

whatever his temperamental ‘ 

tailings 16 clearly the I 

outstanding English footballer of 
his generation and by far the most 
creative 

The problem is what will his ^ 
for m be like by March*? Taylor j 
himself has understandably | 

expr essed concern on the terrific | 

off field prcaeurcs exercised on 
the 23-year‘Old pressures which j 
mav have bt*en behind his very 
public sending off in the New , 

Year s Day match between 
Tottenham and Manchestei 
United I 

The dismisstii was loi allegedly 
swearing at the referee over a j 

1 efused penalty Ga/za said he j 

wes only swearing 

But it IS hard for a simple | 

vuinoT able young man to stand 
up to all the attention that he gets | 
Nor IS it certain that he is always i 
following the best advice, though 
It IS surely there at hand in the 
shape of his very shrewd c lub 
manager Terry Venables, and his 
sensible, mature colleague, Gary 
Lineker Signing a contract with a 
single newspapiT has made Gazza 
something of a hostage to fortune 
and perhaps it wets no coincidence 
that a rival tabloid should have 
made a gratuitous and spiteful 
front-page attack on him 
Then there is the question of 
England's present tactics, which 
are hardly the ideal ones to 
promote Qazza’s game The 
so-called sweeper system takes a 
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Robbing Banks 


To watch football games 

W 'E really don't know whether to condemn 
or pat the back of a certain Mr Claude 
Dawson Jones However, he sure can be 
voted 'Sports Freak of the Year’. 

Described by the oops as a “Los Angeles 
RAiders fan”, Jones is not a hooligan He 
prefers slightly more advanced methods of 
operation. But the odds caught up when he 
was charged with robbing 24 hanks in 
Sacramento, California The reason'^’ To 
finance his trips to go and watch the Raiders 
inaction. 

Jones, currently being held on bail of $i 
million, was arrested in a motel room And in 
his possession were . tickets for a Haidci a 
game, what else? As things turned out, the 
Haiders lost heavily Probably because they 
missed their most ardent— if dishonest - fan' 





AIDS And Cricket 


Playing it safe 

I s there a sporting cure to AIDS? In a letter 
published in the Bangkok Post, recently. 
Uiere appears to be. Cricket 
According to the writer, “Safer alternatives 
to sex should be sought A strong (and 
possible) cure is cricket. Cricket playing 
nations are capable of only limited amounts of 
sexual activity.” 

Well, Bangkok should know all about the 
prevention and cure of AIDS. But do they 
know about the large availability of ‘maidens’ 
in cricket? 


From Iraq To U.S.A. 


One way ticket 


T he Iraq vs Best 
of the World 
(sounds like a 
play off, doesn't it*') 
fiasco IS slowly 
influencing the world 
of sport Many 
athletes have been 
caught up with the 
outbreak of war, but 
it is particularly 
distressing to 
professional soccer 
player Waad Hirmez 
The 2Q-year-old 
player, who came to 
the United States 
from Iraq in 1979, 
became a US citizen in 
'86 and is now a 
midfielder for the San 
Diego Sockers And 
he's worried because 
“althtAigh my mother 
lives in San Diego, I 
still have two aunts, 
an uncle and four 
cousins in Baghdad.” 
He went on to say “my 
parents’ home is only 
a mile away from 
Saddam’s palaoe, and 
by now it must be 


1 TO 



gone,” ruefully 
admitting that a 
planned trip to take 
his wife and children 
there is ”not possible” 
now. 

Like most 

Americans Hirmez is 
fervently praying for 
peace. But maybe he 
should thank 
providence that he is 
alive...and kicking. 
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Pushers Will Be Envied 


discussing IS the Incline 
Push-up In eff ec't a little 
easier than the Marine ^ 
Push up, you use the 1 
same position and ^ 
movement except that 
the arms are placed on 
two high objects This 
places exti a load on the 
chest, triceps and 
frontal del ts Trycuid 
get your chest as low as 
possible goingbelow 
the level of the hands, if 
possible That’ll really 
stretch out those delts 




done with the hands 
placed much wider than 

shoulder width 

Lower yourself till the 
chest touches the floor, 
and push yourself back 


wouldn't hurt you—and 
just sticking to some of 
the mor© basic push-ups 
will do the job for you 
Lake we said earlier, 
trimming that waist is 








making them grow 
And the final one for | 
this week is Wide-Gnp 
j Push-ups Again very 
similai to the Marine 
Push up, in that it 
s requires you to get down 
on the floor and try to 
if touch nose to floor 
before pushing up 
again But this one’s 






to the starting position, 
taking care not to lock 
the elbows when you 
straighten them out 
fully 

So, try these out for 
size, all you musclemen 
And, ladies, don’t get 
discouraged if you can't 
do all these You’re not 
meant to— although it 


about the toughest job in 
the business And it just 
keeps getting tougher 
with age So if you’re 
planning on k^pmg 
that shape you’re 
proudly flaunting right 
now (hope you are proud 
of iti) then, you’ve got to 
get started on ways of 
maintaining It 
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S OMK seven years 
ago an 

18 y^ar old named 
Pumaduwage 
Aravmda de Silva made 
hiB international debut 
at c t icket’s holiest 
shrine Lord's. England 
Fot De Silva it was a 
quiet baptism to big time 
cricket as Sidath 
Wettimuny and Duleep 
Mendis with some 
stupendous batting were 
at centrestagc of the Sn 
Lankan performance 


Since then Sn 
Lankan cricket has seen 
many ups and downs 
Today while the likes of 
Mendis and Wettimuny 
have called it a day 
Aravmda de Silva has 
become one of the pillars 
of Sn Lankan cricket 
“Don t call us babes of 
international cricket,” 
he says “How much of 
international cricket 
have we played since our 
entry as a Test-playing 
nation some years ago*^” 
De Silva asks “Please 
wait for some tune,” the 
affable De Silva pleads 
Even Imran Khan, one 
of the finest cricket 


captains ever feels that 
Sn Lanka is a sleeping 
giant He IS said to have 
remarked thatSn Lanka 
has the potential to 
borome one of the f meat 
batting sides in the 
world If the recently 
concluded Wellington 
Test against New 
Zealand ^Sri Lanka 
scored 497 for nine 
declared in their first 
innings of the drawn 
game) is any indication, 
then maybe, in another 
two years time, Imran’s 
predictions might come 
true 

In recent times, Sn 
Lankan battmg has 
revolved around the 
likes of De Silva, Arjuna 
Ranatunga and Asanka 





Aravinda DaSilva with 
hisflaahystylaof 
batting haa nwaya 
maamerlaad 
8pectatort.Herehe 
goea for a big hit In the 
recently concluded 
AwaCup. 



Gumsinha In fact, De 
Silva has become a 
house-hold name 
because of his 
swashbuckling style of 
batting The 
international media has 
named him ‘Mad Max” 
or 'Mettle Mickey" for 
his ebullient style And 
De Silva continues to 
amass runs the way he 
knou/s boct 

From a pi omisin^ 
school rncketei not long 
ago to one of the woi’ld s 
most feared bat*'meri 


and each one a fine 
cricketer.” De Silva said 
The tips he got from 
his seniors have paid 
rich dividends De Silva 
IS now Sri Lanka’s 
vice-oaptain and it has 
been quite a tough job 
deputising to Arjuna 
Hanatunga ‘Arjunahas 
a big job ahead of him 
He IS young and has 
onoviff h time to plan 


internationals. De Silva 
aggregated 280 runs at 
an average of 56 This 
was only bettered by 
West Indians Desmond 
Haynes and Richie 
Richardson 
It was a brilliant 96 
against the Australians 
at the Falorda Stadium 
in Margao in the MRF 
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now. De Silva s rise has 
truly been meteoric The 
initial years of 
international exposui e 
were a process of 
learning “Yes I learnt a 
lot about the trade from 
Roy Dias, Mendis and 
Ranjan Madugalle They 
were three different 
types of personalities 


Time IS Qji our side We 
have a young lot of 

t’lui'keters and witli tbia, 

we have the potential to 
become the best cricket 
team Sn Lanka has ever 
produced,” fools T>e 
Silva 

It was after the MRF 
World Senes last year, 
that De Silva's 
reputation as a 
world-class batsman 
started taking shape In 
five one-day 


World Series that De 
Silva considers his best 
knock “It’s just sad that 
we didn t land up on the 
winning side.” De Silva 
says 

Sn LiatiKa‘» inabxbty to 

play intez national 
matches due to the 
political strife in the 
island has not only 
hindered the progress of I 
Lank an cricket, but it 
has also made people 
ignora nt about some 
memorable innings 
played by the Sn 
Lankan cricketers 
overseas De Silva's 


reputation in the 
process has also 
suffered His two Test 
hundreds against a 
strong Pakistani 
bowling attack in 
Faisalabad and Karachi 
and his 167 against 
Australia in the 
Brisbane Test are well 
nigh forgotten amidst 
other international 

onolcetingf Hig^Klights in 

ihe last few years 

“The two hundreds in 
Pakistan were very 
satisfying The wickets 
were bad and playing 
against Akram and 
Imran on a tricky wicket 
can be a real test I really 
enjoyed myself ’ De 
Silva recollects 

Meanwhile De Silva 
got to his career-best 
knock ill Test matches 
His unbeaten 203 in the 
Basin Reserve Test 
recently became the 
highest Test score by a 
Sn Lankan £>eSilvas 

double cpntury 

surpassed Brendon 
Kurupu s unbeaten 201 
against the Kiwis in 
Colombo in 19K6 87 
With that knock ht' took 
his Test total to 1 189 

There la anothei 
interesting story 
connected with De 
Silva's best ever Test 
score lie not only ended 
a Jinx of bad secures in 
one-day internationals 
which preceded tlie 
Wellington Test but 
proved a pomt to sister 
A rally a who lives in 
Auckland ‘My sister 
used to plione me daily 
and asked me to score 
big runs I think I have 
made her content ” the 
soft-spoken De Silva 
said 

De Silva’s blossoming 
into a seasoned 
campaigner has 
basically been the result 
of a trial and error 
method “I change my 
gnp and stance every 
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now and then. If you 
have watched closely» 
my stance and grip on 
Pakistani or Indian 
wickets will differ from 
that on say Austredian 
wickets. I keep on 
experimenting. The idea 
underlying this change 
of grip ana stance is 
very simple. I am a 
natural striker of the 
ball. 1 want to get runs. 
So 1 do the 
modifications. For 
example, if 1 want to 
play the ball squarer, 1 
hold the bat much lower 
down or open the face of 
the bat. Plus, doing 
things like that 1 tend to 
concentrate more/* De 


Silva says. 

It is not surprising 
then that, De Silva can 
play some of the most 
unorthodox strokes in 
the game. For example 
he can possibly hit a six 
over point. Only De Silva 
could take a six off 
Imran en route to a Test 
century, That requires 
guts. “I don’t know if 
that’s guts, but I think 
it*s god-given talent (De 
Silva is a Buddhist). I 
hate to get tied up at the 
wicket and sometimes 
have a nish of blood to 
my head, I love to hit the 
ball. If I think thataball 
can be hit for a six, I go 
for it. 1 have been 
successful at the 


De Silva has changed 
the whole image of the 
Lankan batting with 
some sterling 
performances 

international level with 
some unorthodox 
strokes. I have done it 
against all top bowlers. 
Now I don’t fear any 
bowler. However, I 
would think twice befoi*e 
taking chances with 
Abdul Qadir or Sir 
Richard Hadlee/’ De 
Silva says. 

But De Silva agrees 
that if he has to go far in 
international cricket, he 
has to change his 
temperament, his mood. 
His reflex is his 
advantage now but that 
may not be his asset five 
years hence. “Quite 
true. I am trying to 


chatige my style of 
batting, but not at the 
cost of aggression. What 
1 am trying to do is to 
stay at the wicket for a 
longer duration, than 
getting out after a quick 
fifty. I think 
Hanatunga’s and my 
staying in the middle 
counts a lot, because we 
have seen that if either 
of UB gets out. our 
inexperienced tail 
simply fails to wag. We 
have often lost some 
winning matches 
because I have thrown 
niy wicket at important 
stages/’ De Silva admits. 

Of late De Silva’s 
presence has lent a lot of 
stability to the Lankan 
middle order. Gone are 
the days when the Sri 
Lankan batting 
collapsed after the initial 
stages. “It’s different 
today We have talented 
batsmen and we are 
experimenting with the 
Datting order. Ghaps 
like Hashan 

Tillekeratne, Champaka 
Ramanayeke and 
Marvan Atapattu are 
really pronusing,” De 
Silva said. 

De Silva left school at 
the age of 17 to pursue a 
career in cricket. “My 
mother was against that 
because there was so 
much uncertainty in our 
country. Only my cjiad 
supported it Today my 
mother is happy,” De 
Silva says. He adds that 
the Lankan Board, too. 
has turned over a new 
leaf. There ore better 
ideas coming in now. 

8 ri Lianka have a 
jampacked international 
season ahead and it may 
be at the turn of 1991, 
that De Silva’s Sri Tjanka 
may cut out a niche for 
themselves in 
international cricket. 
That is if he hasn’t 
already! 

SoumllraBoM 





M artina Navratilova has 

never been juat an ordinary 
woman. What anpliea to the reat 
doea not neceesarily oonoem her. 
She ia different, unique She has 
played with Billie Jean and 
Evonne Cawley. RoeleCaaaJaand 
Betty Stove, Chria Evert and Hana 
Mandlikova—they have all smce 
retired, but Martina, in her third 
decade on the ladies tennis tour, is 
still fresh and oomfietitive 

Zni leTO she was rookod world 

No 3 In February 1991 she 18 
world No 3—m between she has 
been No 1 many times, but 
moreover it shows a remarkable 
consistency and a starthng 
dedication 

When Martina won her mnth 
Wimbledon smgles title last 
summer, it was widely believed 
that she would use it as a perfect 
exit line To retire in unparalleled 
style Yet like Jimmy Connors she 
has an abiding love for the game, 
though unlike Jimmy Connors 
she IS in close contention for any 
tournament she plays So she kept 
plasnng 

A further parallel with Connors 
was mjury and Martina, now 34 
years old, found that her highly 
physical serve and volley game 
was putting great stress on her 
knees She was feeling old, and 
like actresses who cannot abide 
the sight of wrmkles, went 
under the knife 
Arthoscopic surgery on her 
knees in November removed the 
excess calcium which was 
weakening her and Martina 
returned in late January this 
year, feeling, as she said, “ten 
years younger ” 

In addition to the two vertical 
scars across her knees, Martina 
also possesses a new service 
action. Unhappy with her 
excessive slice action, she has 
opted for a more compact serve to 
get ‘more racket on the ball*. 

Both these physical and 
technical alterations appear to 
have paid off as she totally 
outclassed Oabnela Sabatmi m a 
recent exhibition m Hong Kong 
And with Steffi Oraf showing 
continued signs of stress, 
Martina’s new dream of an 
unprecedented lOth Wimbledon 
title does not appear unreal at all. 
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TENNIS TRIVIA 


N umber of the five ‘'best 
individual female 
athletes this year” who 
were tennis players in The 
National Sports Daily’s 
1990 Year-In-Sports 
Readers Questionnaire: 5 
(Steffi Graf, Jennifer 
Capriati, Monica Seles, 
Martina Navratilova, 
Gabriela Sabatini). 



'THE biggest jerk in 
I sports this year,” 


■ sports tnis year, 
according to the same 1990 
Readers Questionnaire: 
Andre Agassi (19%). 

A clause written into one 
of flamboyant Andre 
Agassi's clothing contracts: 
The length of his hair. 











W HAT Ann Quinn, an 
Australian sport 
science consultant who 
serves as Pat Cash’s 
trainer, avers should be the 
cornerstone of every 
player’s conditioning 
program: Agility training. 

A mount of money a 
photographic company 
paid in 1980 for the rights to 
the Bjorn Borg-Mariana 
Simionescu wedding 
ceremony and reception in 
Bucharest: 100,000 pounds. 







O NLY player ever to beat 
six-time champion Bjorn 
Bor^ at the French Open: 
Adriano Panatta (1973 and 
1976). 

Average number of fan 
fWetters that 19-year-old 
Yugoslav Goran Ivanisevic 
estimates he receives daily 
from female admirers 
around the world: 60. 


H OW world No. 11 Jonas 
Svensson, after 
practicing with Bjorn Borg, 
praised the former king of 
tennis: “He is still the 
world’s best player with a 
wooden racket.” 

Dla YER who hits the ball 
■ better on the rise than 
anyone Arthur Ashe has 
ever seen: Andre Agassi. 




T kE greatest player that 
Lew Hoad considers he 
ever met: Pancho Gonzales. 

T kE best player that 
Pancho (Gonzales says he 
ever saw: Pancho Gonzales. 

Adds that London 
Vbookmakers put up that 
Boris Becker will marry 
Steffi Graf by 1995:100-1. 


W HAT Billie Jean King 
once called the worst 
job in tennis: Officiating. 


IloW fiery Italian Diego 
ilNargiso once argued an 
officiating decision: He 
climbed up the umpire’s 
chair. 
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I M 189t. a oertaia Mr 
aX Vtrd, under the 
{•rodonym^AnOd 
OiiidDBter’, puttliehed 
nhjdef pempblet entitled 
Osrl^tlee of Cnoket, 
tram the Barheet 
BaoOrde to the Praeent 
lUne Tniebocdute^has 
heoo^aonoket 
ooDeetor’s ounonty, 

beeduee only 25 were 
printed, a fate whioih 
many iKdsAi had be&dlen 
several other oneket 
books of the paet £iw 
years However, 
faosunile reprints base 
put the boOk within 
reach of thooe. like 
myaelf, who just like to 
see bow daft orkdmtere 
andonctotsiieotaiiara 
reeUyare Anybooki^ 
hatsaasne of Death of 




diudcod i& pood ibr 
givJi3Eigunnikl^^ 

deoidm* (Bevenden ▼ 
Banahurst, about 18P2> 
was prdM^ wall 
des erv e d , but we hsw no 
idea wbeihet the matdi 
wae reetaated beftnn the 


p 3 |C 39 ^DnF 

Wirt 

fLMdk 4ill ili^^ 

an ciM^ 


of 

flfnitlTW i (TMlIilTttlid 
VfotfAji 

V if 

Oan AWliK 
iMM^ lyip iM 


is wcartb feadk^ 


fsadBs^^ 

urlysadw 


pertic«asrly sad Sftem 



I 


II 


eS 

mm%0 


OFCnCKET 


jOlBlATHAN RICE snakes soiiift iiiodftm*4dy aAdUttons to 
^ ottB of orlokat*8 snore imuaual raoard books, puldliAiad 

lOOsntly inRsig^and. 


1 j 

WhbwiA iS9d (t aesttne 
the gams they idayed 
wee criQket, but ktt fiAd 
tqmiollke meniiglit 
dMW othitf ooncdnsksssii. 
Ihe r e su l t is not 
recorded Afoetibsnr 
csut‘liner voutihisalbs tSiS 
tnibifmlaontha;toBe!ll, 
fieivow, idaying ftr 
HfMwwooddjpd^the i 
nrdftiitunalidiy nan^ 
vSlaga Stank, inMim 
13 rima Item ona IdtiCon 
k») Why were they 
jdiyuig on ins? We wilt 
never know, eysn 
though shavfMiyed / 
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IIMIMI TB IfiQmWWl € j PlfUPPff . 

Qiiijitiifi^ t i^ (H^ 

tfailll^dMNI OflAU^ dNlK)b0 M 

lOWlMM^tKiM 

jff )[ y4l> y| |t |^ HOW 
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&0k OOtlMMUM ttl0 iMlil 
hammA tQOtu^; J.O 
Wxlgbt. Hw Bwf i ivt V 
aqgiw4.109(r.t^ 
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liar A Curiwi raacoMMMi 
ifiiu»»eia|g!miUi|Al9^ 
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It is very 

unfortunote thot 
cricketers ore not 
like postage 
stamps. As oil 
philotelists will 
oppreciote, a 
slightly domoged 
postage stamp 
con be worth a 
greot deol more 
thon o perfect 
specimen ••• It is 
one of the sodder 
Curiosities of 
Cricket thot o 
slightly domoged 
cricketer does not 
increose hi 
volue... 




1090*? That tails ua 1 ^ 
we need to loiow. Tlw^ 
Is no point in going hito 
stonpi^'^diutainf 
msdioid datafl. A few 
wtnta^B ago, theantry 
would have read 
Tk^[^al]d batsioan's 
sose<«^t vdula batUng: 
M. W. uatthtg in West 
Indies,190$*. No 
flhwtratlcaMteqruir^ 
Xaid-haeklsCt4sai»l 
tatsouineraoking 
lAtmhtaldiigwitdh! PX 
gowetr, Auetiedia, 1980*. 
CriolQW CurtaetOM wcv 

uotoolp shout InjidrSie, 
tbcugh. faowewi^^ 

sqmMotUisKijhsy 

a|^^tohe,the;h« 
.shout strange 
^disiidssals, oddtsaias 
said liuiusualsociriiiig 
iiaata. AndtiUstourhas 
bad its jdisrS of these 
toe. *Bs!bsn)an isMring a 
QwUin^ slier iNdng ru4 
csit$rdd>Ak<loase, 


shonoooUngsiafroar 

TMtsmanseatto 
AusbrallatoSbenfdie^ 
kdttry.hitS3ttgland 
tourti^IMUty. Imt Uies 
conatlPMi^t^to tta tisttt ». 
lli»ids,1990*.0rwhsx* 

shout ^gpwhffi OT d pi lP d 
Senttooawerkirhini ^ 
wthUe injured both '' . 
idcdted 1^ ssnw inatcM; 
S.C. SmaU aiid^.A.dt 

Viototia, I99(r There 
will also be a $ew new 
MUpriev Ve the OuarkMS 

MstdheeeecUon Whera 


to'BacdMlorev ^ 
flpui8tei«*|u)d *|iatQh 
fiur 11 FSiiwof'Whlte 
Bmedhesandlt 
WsleiacNitis’.Ooiim 

‘llMmlhtSNwaKinsx^ ^ 




Sates imthOnljr One 

With Thigh 
Stndtt,S(»aeW^ . 


7a^ ^ Iri r7«li iTl 


Ths first Plaosand 
Others Who Seam To < 
Bave Ltht Thedr 

Bntlrelj^. Tidangular * 
Ons43syl*g|sntt ' 
lOunannmlMsotlbed 
as WorkDMhoOim* is 
oWtsialyaCunodC^, 



ttasewasf^sta^ 
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talMcktott-hMid 
iMtaman craoMfig ttHimb 
taMng cilcli: David. I. 
O owar 

almoet BreChtian. 
lAAnticm ‘13 Heavy 
WiihSin V13 Light With 
Honesty*, played at 
Maidshme in 1882. 

Now^ 108 years on. that 

aimiadii like Pskiataa V 

Nets 2SBaland, except 
tluit aB the bowlere who 
pMced at file eeazoBon 
toih ^dee were the ones 
Hi«i 7 WithBin. and the 
tatai^ who had to 
waited thehell 
hoonieiwigiagoat 

Hohealarasdiliiat 


modem equivalent of 
the 1883 matdti played 
in Calcutta. ‘Handsomee 
vUgUee*. 

Postage stamps 

It is very unfortunate 
thaturideetere are not 
like postage Btamps. As 
all philatelists will 
^preciate. ashiphtly 
damaged postage Stamp 
can be worth a great deal 
more than a pe^Bect 
speoimeD. If ever a true 
elector comes across a 
Penny Bl(Ksk with Queen 
Victoria i^^d diidde 
down, or even h 82p 
iirdt^aas staiitl with * 

’ 'aod^^eet9mtedeii(^,'the - 


We must oil hope 
thot by the time 
1991 gets itself 
properly under 
woy on English 
victmv in o Test 
motch will not 
still be clossifi^ 
os one of the 
most 

extroordinory of 
the Curiosities of 
Cricket... 


Itild*' |t u dm peek of a 
sta^coilscto^ oaireerr 
It is {toe ttfOie sadden* 
Coiiositiss efCricknt 


that aslis^Uy damaged 
qdoketer does not 
increase in value, not 
even in Australia or 
West Indies where there 
are many more perfect 
specimens than 
imperfect ones. And in ■ 
Britain we have so many 
players whoee printing 

is upside down, so to 

aqpe^, that it is the 
unmarked cricketer Uxat 
has the rarity value. 

We must all hope tiud 
bydwtime 1881 gets 
itself im^^nrly ujdd^ 
wsy, axi Bngi^ vtotory 
in a Iwd hiatoh will not 
e^bsoliiuayiflBdeaoniB 
;.efthe'mbst: r 
eixhnBOEtUnaryqlthe _ 
{3urloeitisp of GrkdBSti# 
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Rob De 

Castella. Rosa 
Mota. Ingrid 
Kristiansen. 
Steve Jones, 
Four of the 
world's best 
marathoners 
share their 
insights on 
this most 
challenging, 
most 

mysterious 
and most 
awe-inspiring 
event 
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JONES: We’re still crazy 
after all these years. We 
must be if we continue to 
do it. There must be 
some sort of fascination 
there. I've got my own 
reasons, my own 
motivation. I'm still 
rather inexperienced at 
the marathon. Although 
my running career has 
been long and 
well-documented. I’ve 
only run 11 marathons 
as opposed to what Rob 
has done. I still have a 
lot to learn. 

ltoeaiMto:Butyou 

always make mistakes, 
because there’s just so 
much that can happen. 1 
think that’s piirt of the 
challenge. I feel that I 

can still run faster, and 

until I'm convinced that 
I can’t run faster. I'll 
keep trying. It’s difficult 
to get everything right 
every race, because 
there are so many 
variables. 

You still make silly 
little mistakes, and they 
have many implications 
on your performance. 

It’s tough to run the 
ideal race, the perfect 
race. That’s what we’re 
all after—that elusive 
perfect race when the 
conditions are right and 
the naoe is right. 

ttNflHM: Do you think 
age might keep you 
firomthat? 


JMHKI don’t think age 
has anything to do with 
it. Look at John 
Campbell. He’s 41. 


DlGlllMt:Ithinkthe 
age factor comes down 
to commitment and 
motivation. 

JMHK And oonfidenoe. 


On what one thought 
duf ing the long iWHes 
of a marathon? 


MM: I always try to run 
an easy pace. 1 like to 
finish strong. I don’t 

like to finish tired. 1 

never fiiush and thiiik 1 
can't do moi e. I like to 
think I always have 
more in me. 

JMBS: Stopping! It 
depends on how you'i^e 
running. If the race is 
going well, you can 
think about whatever 
you want to think about. 
DsCasmia: 'iouhaveto 
concentrate on what 
you’re doing. 

Juts: That depends on 
how you feel and your 
position in the race. If 
you’re out front, then 
you have nothing to 
think about. You've 
almost home. 

KrisnaKN: In a close race 
it's harder —when you 
are always in a pack in 
the front. I think then 
you start to think 
negative. 

JMM: I disagree. I think 
it’s harder to be out in 
front on your own that it 
is to be with the pack. 
The pack can help you. 


KriStkillSM: If you feel 
comfoj’table with the 
pack, it’s okay. But you 
might also feel. “This is 
little too fast for me. ” 

Jones: When you're 
hurting—when you’re 
struggling in the 
pac;k- -that’s when you 
concentrate the hardest 
on how you fefel. You are 
aware even less of what 
is happening around 
you. 

I When you’re on your 

I own behind the pack or 

I on your own in front of 

I the pack, that’s when 
you think about how 
you feel. The times I’ve 
run with a pack. I’ve 
never thought about 
how I felt until I just 

could-a’t go on. 

DoCasMIo: never think 
about how I feel. If you 
look at photos of any of 
us, you see this very 
transfixed expression. 
And even though you 
might think you’re not 
thinking about 
anything, you’re very 
much concentrating. It’s 
not easy to run at the 
pace we want to run. 


KrisHailtM: (laughs) 
That’s the reason they 
are the second-best! 

Dl CilMIl: I’ve always 
said one of the real 
difficulties in the 
marathon is 
concentrating for more 
than 2 hours. It’s total’ 
concentration. The 
hardest part of the race 
is obviously at the end, 
when you’re most 
fatigued, but that’s 
when you have to 
concentrate the most. 
You have to use 
evei^hlng you have. 
KrtsUlllli: But do you 
start to concentrate 
when the race starts? If 
you start concentrating 
when the race starts, 
then you will be tired 
mentally when you come 
to the part when you 
need it. It’s easier for us 
in women’s races, 
because we are not in 
large packs. We can 







usually do our own race 
Df CSSMIt: It*s diliicult 
in a big pack of 
men— when you have 15 
to 20 people running at 
sub-5-minute pac‘e 
They’re all jostling lor 
position especially at 
drink stations, and 
trying to run the 
tangents 


On ilM iiiintt 
satiffpg maraHion | 


DiCisIslla: That's 
ditlicult because each 
race I go into is. at the 
tunc, always the most 
important event for me, 
regardless of anything 
else that J’ve done 
Probably, in 
retrospect, you can 
answer it by saying 
which race gave you the 
most credibility, which 
was your fastest, which 
got you the most 
publicity, which made 
you the most money or 

whatever But it*s 

difficult to say Judging 
from those criteria, for 
me it might be the World 
Championships in 1983 
or maybe Boston in ’86 
KrISlIlllSlli: Of course, it's 
easy to look at the 
London Maratlion in *85 
because that was my 
best time Bull also 
think of the Boston 
Marathon in '86 It was 
nice to be in a different 
race- a change from 
running London and 
Stockholm for so many 
years Boston is the 
oldest marathon, too 
And pai't ot the Tjondon 
Marathon in ’87 was 
good, but not the last 
part, because 1 lost my 
concentration 
Mitt: My best marathon 
was the World 
Championships in Rome 
in 1987 I knew 1 could 
get a good marathon 
with nice weather, but it 
was hot and the surface 
was bad Also/ubm 









Chicago was good 
because it was my best 
time And 1 think of the 
Olympics, too But for 
me, medals are more 
important than tunes 
Because medals stay 
forever Times change 
Jms: Two sprmg to 
mind for me London in 
’85 and New York in ’88 
People may have 
thought, especially the 
ones in England, tbat 
Chicago m ’84 was a 
flash-in-the-pan for me 
I realized I had to do well 
m London to show that 
Chicago hadn’t been just 
a strong occasion 
I had a coach up until 
the’84 Olympics Then 
he retired, and from 
July of '84 until London, 

1 coached myself It was 
very satisfying to have 
coached myself, 
especially toward the 
end of the race when I 
knew 1 was going to 
win It was just one of 
those days when it all 
woiked And. for New j 

York in ’88 j 

Dt ClIltHi: What about 
Chicago in '85 Iwhen 
Jones ran 2 07 13]*^ 

Jims: That was a 
different experience 
agam because I had 
already won Chicago m 
’84 and London in'85 I 
had already proven to 
myself that I could be a 
world-class athlete Of 
course, I didn’t get the 
record in Chicago 
NrlsIlHiM: You were 1 
second short 
DlCaStHlltButtheway 
you ran that, to me, is 
still one of the greatest 
marathons ever 
JMM: That day happens 
only once in a lifetime 
But I still feel the two 
other marathons meant 
more to me New York in 
’88 happened after three 
or four years off, 
between injuries and 
sicknesses I left the 
Royal Air Force in June 



of’88 and just 
concentrated on my 
training, getting a good 
background for New 
York. 

It worked, once again. 


I didn’t do it on my own 
this time; I had 
coaching. And a friend 
of mine came from 
Wales to be here and 
train with me. That was 


very satisfying. A lot of 
people sacrificed time 
and effort to help me 
out. That’s one of the 
reasons why I remember 
that race. 
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di^{>paintments of 
running a bad 
marathon 


JmKYou just try to 
forget it. 

IlInMSM: I always 
forget my races, even if I 
go fast or have a nice 
race. In this sport, you 

CAn never look bock. You 

always must look 
toward the next one. It’s 
very important not to 
think that you are so 
great when you are 
doing a great race, just 
as you cannot think you 
are so bad when you are 
doing a bad race. 
DtCislilla: One would 
like to think you will be 
remembered for your 
whole career, not just 
for one or two races, 
whether they be very 
good races or very poor 
races. But there's no 
doubt that running bad 
races doesn't do your 
confidence any good. It's 
not much fun. K 
anything, I try to use it 
as a motivation—^to 
make myself more 
determined to run faster 
and not have to 
experience that thing 
again. 

I’ve had two very 
disappointing races. 

One was the World 
Championships in 
Rome, when I didn’t 
finish. 1 felt so bad that I 
couldn’t even satisfy 
myself with the way I 
was running. It just felt 
so out of character. Even 
looking back on it, 1 
don’t really consider it a 
race. Also.Iwasabit 
disappointed earlier this 
year with my 
performance in the 
Commonwealth Qames. 
Not so much hy the fact 
Uiat I ran badly, but that 
over the last few miles 1 
just lost interest. I just 
wanted to finish as soon 







«8 posable. I didn’t 
enjoy feeling that way, 
losing interest in the 
middle of a race. 

' When you’re running 
well—^when you know 
you’re in good shape 
phyaoally—mentally 
you’re Just able to really 
extract something super 
from yourself. But when 
you know you’re 
overtrained and tired, it 
hecomes not only a 
physical tiredness but a 
mental fatigue as well. 
You start to say, “Why 
am I even bothering?’’ 
You’ve got to have 
confidence in yourself to 
know that it’s not a flaw 
in your character or a 
flaw in yourself as an 
athlete. It’s Just an 
indication that you’re 
trying to force it a bit too 
much. 

Juts: I can’t even 
describe the feeling as 
being humbled. It’s 
much worse. The worst 
I’ve felt in a marathon 
was In Uie European 
Championship in ’86.1 
know you shouldn’t 
count your chickens 
before they hatch, but 
the medal was around 
my neck at halfway. It 
was the classic case of 
overtraining. And I 
became dehydrated, too, 
and since I had never 
suffered it before, I 
didn’t know the 
symptoms. I just 
thought, 'Tm tired 
because I trained hard." 

At halfway. I had a 
2-minute lead, and on 
the return, everyone 
waved to me. Then, 
within 6-K. my legs just 
sort of went. I remember 
seeing Rosa and Jose 
Pedn^ her ooach at 
30-K and they shouted, 
“You still have a 
minute!” Within 800 
meters, Qelindo Bordin 
and Orlando Pizso^to 
passed me. Then, next 
thlnglknow, Hugh 




Jones went by and 
tapped me on the 
shoulder. Everybody 
who went ty tapped me 
on the shoulder and 
said, “Sorry." 

1 got to 35-K, and 
about eight guys fivm 
my club at home were 
there. They were 
jogging on the spot 


shouting me on. They 
got tired of that, so th^ 
ran ahead to the next 
mile and shouted me on 
again. It took me 18 
minutes longer to run 
the second half than the 
first, and 12 minutes to 
run the last 2Vk 
kilmneters. I was 
hurting. 











j 1 remember comizig- 
mto the stadium Ifelt 
like I was running on 
I the spot I just wanted to 
! stay composed When I 
^ finished I just wanted 
everybody to if*ave me 
alone There’s a pjct ui e 
ol me lit the finish 
I standing vei y upi ight 
I and I’ve b<*eii < r(*dited for 
! standing at attention foi 
I somebody (*lses national 

iiiilliejii IjuHldiUiil 

I want to fall down 
* Soni(‘ fr lends of mine 

j and Steve Bums is one of 
I them told me that they 
were crying as I ran 
I down the back straight 
I They just felt so sorry 
j for me I didn’t fe*el 
anything But I wasn’t 
I going to drop out, 
j because all my friends 
, were there for me i 
remember just seeing 
the line in the middle ol 
the road foi miles 1 
wasn’t in pain I was pist 
broken 

Mott: Last year in Osaka 
i aian i iinisn me rac'e 
I because 1 felt bad I 
' didn’t care about time, I 
didn’t care about place I 
just didn’t have juiy 
luck, and 1 felt really 
bad Then, a few weeks 
later, 1 ran Los Angeles, 
and Ifelt strong HutJ 
made a big mistake to 
run a marathon without 
the right training I love 
and respect the 
marathon, so this was a 
big lesson 


On the best 
marathoner* tiile 
orfenrurte, llp^ey 
^veeverggn 


JW8S:Te(*hnically now, 
it s Bor din 

De Casttlla: Atthe 

moment yes Asa 
group the Africans ai*e 
incredible atliletes The 
only hope that we have 
IS that they might make 
d lot ol silly little 
mistakes 


Mott: Like they did at 
Boston this year 
Da Casttlla; i got 

criticized in the press for 
making a generalization 
at Boston, but 1 still 
stand by it fairly 
stronglv The Africans 
make more silly 
mistakes than we do Of 
course Wakihuni isan 


exception, and Hussein 
is a vei'y smart runner 
too 

JoaaS: Ikangaa, too But 
the African mentality is 
just to burn each other 
off 

KrfsUaasan: They do that 
on the track, too 
Joaas: l don’t think that 
makes them great 


marathon runners 
Da Caittlla: They’re great 
athletes, but that doesn’t 
necessarily make them 
great marathon 
runners 

Jonas: I thmk they could 
be, if they would only 
control their effort the 
whole way 

Oa Casttlla: Ijook at 


Douglas Wakihurii: one 
of the great masters of 
the marathon from Kenya 

Densmjo Hisrecsordm 
Rotterdam was 
spectacvilar 

JMtt! I don’t agree with 
that I’ve got this thing 
about Rotterdam It may 
be 26 2 miles, but it’s an 


orchestrated race Okay, 
they run 26 miles, but 
it’« how they run it 
Even the lead car is a 
rabbit That race doesn't 
have my respect, nor 
does Densimo’s time on 
that course 
Db Casttlla: But it’s stm 
the fastest time and an 
indication of what he 
can do What I was 
going to say is that he 
hasn'i gone on and 
justified it 

Jaaas: That's why 1 can’t 
accept It 

Da Casttlla: On the other 
hand, someone like 
Ikangaa hasn't run that 
sort of time, but hxs 
career has spanned 10 
years 


On th« physical and 
i^lal aspects of a 
iharathen 


Da Casttlla: It 's so per 

cent mental, 
c onsidering all the 
discipline and 
dedication and your 
attitude toward racing 
and how you deal with 
the pressure The 
training IS easy 1 could 
write out a training 
programme for someone 
to run a 2 08 marathon, 
provided he has the 
talent to do the training 
But the mental side of it 
IS very difTicult to teach 
people That’s why, up 
until recently, before the 
advent of sports 
psychology, athletes 
had to have been born 
with a natural talent 


On the type of 
person a normal 
marathoner is 


Da Casttlla: We’re the 
gocxlguys We’re much 
more social 
Matt: We are more 
friendly Before the 
start, we talk, and even 
after the finish 
Da Casttlla: It comes with 
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the event We have so 
much in common, and 
we have an incredible 
respect for each other 
We know how hard each 
other has trained You 
may have the talent, but 
you also have to have the 
disciphne to train hard 
And, to a certain extent 
we compete against the 
event I don’t think any 
of the other distances 
really do that Were 
competing against the 
marathon We feel that 
the best ellort on the day 
wins 


On the extent of 
drugs in the 
martthon 


DeCastalla: its 

something wc ail havr to 
woik ds hard ds posbifolp 
loeiadicale It&puie 
and simple chedtinj^ 
Once you start to c heat 
anybody can win 
Because our spoi t is 
becoming more 
protossioiidl with all the 
money everyt'ody wants 
to win It's a nicittei of 
policing the sjX)! t moi e 
than they do at the 
piesent c^nd educating 
the athletes A lot of 
them justify drug abuse 
by thinking their 
competitoisdoit They 
rationalize, and you 
have to convince them 
that everybody else isn t 
doing it Those who aj*e 
caught should be out of 
I he sport for not j ust two 
years, but four or five 
years 

Jaut! Rnr life 
Mala: But the 
blood-doping is not easy 
to detect 

Joies: If you don’t abide 
by the rules, you don’t 
compete We see this 
with South Africa 
DaCanalia: It’s a very 
hard stand to take, but I 
think the situation of 
drug abuse in our sport 
requires a very hard 


stand to be taken 
Jims: It's the only way 
you’ll give every athlete 
the confidence to 
compete, assuring that 
they all had the same 
breakfast, virtually, and 
that they don’t take 
drugs Not that we go to 
the starting hne 
thinking ‘1 wondei if 
he s taking drugs 
because if you had that 
worry, you wouldn t 
tram 

DaCittllli: 

Unfortunately we have 


It’S difficult to get 
everything right every 
race, because there 
are so many variables. 
You still make silly 
mistakes and they 
have many 
implications on your 
peirormance—Robde 
Castella 


federation and told to do 
a test tomorrow, I could 
test positive 1 think the 
drug issue is extremely 
important and has to 
maintain credibility It's 
bad for the sport 


On the future of the 
marathon 


DiCisMia: The depth of 
the sport is what's 
improved the most LooK 
at the women In 1980, 
there was only Grete 
The depth for both will 



this new drug. EPO 
KriSHnSOn: But there are 
such side effects' You 
may wm a million 
dollars, but you may be 
dead two years later 
Dt Castella: 1 believe the 
whole drug policy needs 
revision by the lAAF and 
IOC IFs absurd that 
athletes are being 
banned and lumped in 
with steroid abusers for 
taking cold medicines 
when they’re sick Why 
should a distance 


runner with a sums 
infection oj a heavy c old 
be bannoa lor taking 
anything*^ Instead of 
having one inci edibly 
long list wit if 
everything on it that 
every a.t nicb' has to 
abide by. there should be' 
event and sport sjx*( ifje 
lists, and lists too for 
both training and 
competition I ve got a 
cold now In theory, if I 
were taking Smutab and 
got rung up by the 


improve even more as 
marathon running 
becomes even more 
profeeeionaj 

krtSllMISill: Wait until the 
Kenyan and African 
women start to run 
They can be great 
athletes, but today they 
become wives and 
mothers too soon 
Jims: if they have even 
half the talent of the 
African men. theyTl be 
there 

Katy Williams 







MAILBAG 


I T was leai bad luck foi Steffi in 
the Australian Open as she went 
down to Jana Nenotna in the 
quartei final The German Press is 
responsible to a lar^e extent as 
they are btill publishing? reports ot 
her father s esca pades I hope that 
she (an l)oun<^ bar k to form for 
Ihetrenc h (>j'>en 
SUBRAl SMAML, 

Baila 


Time For Changel 


I T comes a'* no aui prise that 
theindians were given a drubbing 
in the Supt»r Soccer Senes by the 
European team The Indian 
players lack the temperament, 
speed and coordi nation Pitt mg 
t hem against a world class team 
does not give them the required 
exposure The format certainly 
needs to be clianged because 
Indians are not capable ol giving 
any (‘ompetition Instead ilthe 
teams are comprised of both 
Indian and foreign players then 
maybe we can 8e<^ some gcxifj 
lcH)tball instead oi seeing a 
one sided game The players will 
benefit and the spiectators can also 
get to see some good t*venlv 
matched soccer The playei s will 
also get the much talked about 
exixisure 
HOHIT PAUL M 
BangnJore 



Sorry State Of Affai rs — 

1 900 (1 icket milestones in the 
new year issue c. ompded by Han 
Prasad ChHtter)ee (*oveied all the 
iiiipoTtant iniU'stoneb in tncyeai 
1090 But no mention ’was made of 
the very unpu>fessional attitude 
that Manoj lYabhakai ha&br*eu 
showing through the year F^ii stly 
it was an op*n battle with 
Mariinder »Suigh Tie was not 
punished thioughout He has 


I T was Pert h that played hosts to 
the AA/Olid Swimming 
Championships and not 
MelUiui lie as was mentionea in 
the issue dated IG 23 January 
Sometime last year the magazine 
wasted many pdgf‘S showing a 
supei fit Zeeshan Ah As of now he 
18 not lit to play in a 
tournanu nt 1 lOdUdej Paes has 
also been given a lot of covei age 
Maybe the magazine would do 
well to give some covci age to the 
other players 
M C PIKRS. 

Ban^dlore 


been questioning umpiring 
decisions and even then he is a 
allowed to go soot free Itlsasorry 
state of Indian cricket than an 
established player like him is 
setting such a bad example The 
selectors should not allow him to 
go scot free 

S AKHILESHKRISHNAN. 
ABHISHEK RAMA3WAMY, 
Madras 


F irst it was the international 
Permit Meet Then it was the 
Super Floppei. read Super Soccer 
What's next‘s Might be 'Iron' Mike 
vs Zoram Thanga tir Dharminder 
Yadav Somehow we Indians have 
always misunderstood the 
moaning of the world 
Intel national Exposu re’ Kit her 
we get thrashed by teams like PSV 
or we invite shoddy teams to play 
in tournaments like the Asia Cup 
and then pride ourselves in 
winning the tiophy A sincere 
appeal to Russi Mody Maybe he 
can invite teams like Bayern 
Munich or Real Madrid to play 
teams like PSV It not the players 
then the crowds can at least get to 
see some good soct'er Another 
Super So*'O’er senes like the one 
this year is certainly not wanted 
S SURESH 
Madurad 


Welcome Ghaiifie 


C ONGRATS to Tiger Pataudi for 
the supei b editorial in the 6th 
Jan 'gi issue It was a welcome 
change from the usually cricket 
oriented editorials Now we know 
that he is capable of wntmg on 
asp«*cts other than cricket 
S H QAISAR, 

Nrvv Delhi 


C ONGRATULATIONS to Satnam 
Singh for winning the Oyama 
Cup'9l The interview withSosai 
Masuiasu Oyama was extremely 
perceptive and interesting 
Thanks a million for the nice 
coverage of the event 
HEMANT CHOPRA , 

Calcutta 















C ARRYING" on with 
the kata we are 
serialising, the 
first movement 
this week is a 90° left 
turn, performing a left 
lower block while going 
into zenkutsu-dachi. 
Then step forward with 
the right, going into 
zenkutau-dachi and 

tKrow a ri^ht middlo 

punch. Follow this up 
with two more forward 
steps, throwing a left 
and right punch 
respectively. After that, 
turn 270°, going into a 
left kokutsu-dachi aixd 






preparing for a 
inawaBtii-uki. 

BySMva|ICMgu(y 
KyokuahMialkan karats 

PliOTOGFIAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


The All India Instructors' Camp. 

orgarrised by the 
Kyokushinkaikan Karate HQ. Is 
being held from 4—10 March, 
1991 atHahshPark. 
Bhawanipur, Calcutta Any 

p^racrn with a good maftlof art 

background can apply to 
Shh/aji Qanguly at 136 Harish 
Mukherjee Road. Cal 26. Fees: 
Rs 1,600 (Inclusive of camp 
fees, boarding & lodging). 
Reporling date. 3 March, 
between 4.00 and 6.00 p.m. 








% * . 


Turn 90° to toft, porforminga toft 
hMMarblock 


Step forward with rIgM, throwing 
right middle punch. Then 
take two mors steps forward, 
throwing a toft and right punch 
respectivaly 


Turn 270° and prapare for 
mawashl’Uki 
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Do you think India’s football 
standard is declining 
because the standard of 
club football in Bengal has 
deteriorated? 

I tlml Bengal 

players are made to play 
too many matches in a 
season and they ^et 
jaded Stars like Bikash 
Panji. Krishanu Dey and 
Tarun Dey play over 100 
matches a season. 
However, the Bengal 
players have lost pride 
in performance. They 
are not upset when they 
Jose In my days, when 
playing for Mohun 
Bagan or East Bengal if 
we lost a match we 
remained shocked, our 
pride was hurt and we 
always aimed for 
revenge. Now that spirit 
IS totally missing. 

The clubs are also 
greedy for money. 
Previously Mohun 
Bagan on principle just 
played two outstation 
tournaments, the 

In my days, 
when playing 
for Mohun 
Bagan or East 
Bengal if we 
lost a match 
we remained 
shocked, our 
pride was 
hurt and we 
always aimed 
for revenge. 
Now that 
spirit is 
totally 
misstog. 


Durand and Rovers. 
Nowadays, they have 
even started playing in 
the DCM and several 
other tournaments. 

Player© arc tw 

greedy.. .just to make a 
quick buck. They play 
exhibition matches in 
rural areas and in the 
districts for money. 
When I played in 
Calcutta, I never played 


for any office team, as I 
didn’t want to over-exert 
myself. Nowadays all 
the players want jobs 
and there are too many 

office tou-rnamento. 

Sportsworld: Can you tell us 
about the TFA? 

We started by 
coaching young players, 
from the age of 12-14 
years. They were 


talented but we 
nurtured them. I made 
them play in all 
positions but then 
judgfed their ability and 

accordingly decided 

their positions. We 
provided them with all 
the facilities, weight 

Mohammad Habib (middle) 
with another great of his 
time (Nayeem): nostalgia 















Greedy: Habib 


training* gymnasium, 
regular medical check 
ups, education and 
football videos and other 
forms of relaxation 

Th.c TPA io tlic fxrat of 

its kind in India Every 
year we examine new 
players and those who 
are not up to the mark 
are dropped For 
instance, Manoj Kumar 
of Delhi was dropped as 
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Mohammed 
Habib, played for 
East Bengal, 
Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan 
Sporting, from 
1966 to 1982-83, a 
record 18 years. 
Popularly known 
as "Bade Mian" or 
Little Master of 
football, Habib 
was the epitome 
of professionalism. 
P.K. Banerjee 
called him, "the 
king of kings". 
During his career, 
he was the most 
sought after 
footballer in 
Calcutta. Slight of 
build the 
short-statured 
Habib played 
successfully even 
against well built 
foreigners, due to 
sheer will power, 
determination and 
technical skills. 
Originally from 
Hyderabad, Habib 
was not highly 
gifted, but 
constant practice 
and dedication, 
made him one of 
India's all time 
greats. Since 1984, 
he has been 
coaching the Tata 
Football Academy 
{TFA}. In 1990-91, 
he was giver the 
honour of 
coaching India. 


hifi height did not 
increase beyond five 
feet I am glad that 
Flavio Leitao and Alok 
Das were selected for 

India, for th.c Super 

Soccer senes It is a 
tnbute to our system 

Is one TFA sufficient to 
improve the national 
standard? 

Good question and 1 
agree we should have 
many academies like the 
TFA The motive of all 
the academies should be 
to produce players who 
will excel for India We 
should not just produce 
talent foi clubs SAl also 
started a SAG sc heme 
for the youngsters But 
they have spent a lot and 
results are limited 


Do you think there is an 
overdependence on foreign 
players in Calcutta football? 

Yes I would say so 
East Bengal needlessly 
br ought out of form 
Julian Cammo from 
Argentina and John 
Devine from England a 
couple of years ago Was 
It necessary*? There were 
many Indian players 
better than them 
Mohammedan Sporting 
also just want to pack 
their team with 
foreigners* instead of 
developing talent in 
India In my opinion, 
Majid Baskcr was the 
only really great foreign 
player Calcuttans had 
the privilege to witness 
His control, shooting, 
aggn^ssion. running 
and shielding the ball 
were all world class 

You have coached and 


played for India. What is the 
difference between Indian 
football in your days and 
now? 

Im my days, players 

like Peter Ttiaugaraj, 

Chum Goswami, Yusuf 
Khan. P K Banerjee. 
Balaram Kannanand 
others had great will 
power We never 
accepted defeat, even 
when playing against 
top class foreign 
opposition Our 
ambition was to play two 
or three Asian Games I 
played in 1970 and 
1974 But these days the 
players ambition is 
limited They are )ust 
satisfied wearing India 
colours which is easily 
obtainable nowadays It 
was tougn in our times 

We were also more 
determined and never 
got woriiod about 
injuries 

In 197fi I sustained a 
knee injury but by 
exercising and sheei 
will power continued 
playing loi another five 
years In contrast one of 
our Indian players in 
practice was hit on the 
head by an opponent s 
knee It was a minor 
injury, but he showed it 
to a specialist took two 
X-rays and missed 
practice 

When I played m 
Calcutta Imainlamed 
my character and was 
never distracted I never 
smoked or drank or 
indulged in any pastime 
or vices which could mar 
my ability on the 
field Such total 
dedication is reqiured 
for success in football 

Nwvy Ksiiadia A Ghaut 
Mohamintd 



The fallout of the Khanna vs 
Amritraj feud affects this 
much>awaited prestigious meet 


W E in India have 
this uncanny 
knack of being 
self destructive 
Itsaimost second 
nature to us 
When the Ast»cx lation 
of Tennis Pi otessionals 
<ATP) 

condescended —should 
that read were 
hustled to dil(w India 

privilege- ol hocsting 

one of its Challengei 
events it should have 
been time to rejoice 
Sandwiched, in the 
ATP tour format 
between the top 
tournaments and the 
lesser satellite circuits 
the Challengei was to be 
the highest level 
international tennis 
tournament being 
played here since the 
Seventies That alone 
should have prompted 
an all out effort by the 
tennis-promoting 
oi ganisations in the 
country to make a 
success of It 
But no, the tendency 
to hit the self-destruct 
button did not allow that 
to happen The fact that 
jt was ATP 

player president Vijay 
Amntraj who had pulled 
strings to get the 
tournament lor the 
Karnataka Tennis 
Players Association was 
reason enough for the 
All India Tennis 
Association (AITA) to 
attempt putting the 
proverbial spoke in the 
wheel 

Aftoi theihitial 
reluctance AITA 
secretary Mr H K 
Khanna thought it wise 
to give (presumably lor 
his public image) the 
tournament the 
go>ahead The idea of 
which was to provide 
Indian pla>crsan 
opportunity to kncxik up 
a few ATP points, 
anyway 


It seems a habit now 
that the 

Amntraj Khanna 
nvalry is dragged into 
all aspects of Indian 
tennis The Challenger 
senes was not to be an 
exception 

The AITA insisted that 
the organisers route the 
letter asking for 
government permission 
to hold the tournament 
through them Though 
the ATP rules do not 
requiWclearance from 
national association 
the AlTA’s constitution 
makes this clearance 
compulsory This 
therefore became the 
bone of contention But 
if one were to read 
between the lines, all the 
taniasha was basically 
an extension of the war 
between the two factions 
of Indian tennis 

By the time better 
sense prevailed over 


Khanna—and he 
generously declared 
that he had no objectioiib 
to the Karnataka 
Players Association 
holding the 
tournament it was 
almost D-Day And the 
Jack of preparation was 
very apparent on the 
otherwise well 
organised tournament 
in the garden < ity 
In an age when even 
up and coming playei s 
chalk out their playing 
programmes well in 
advance, it is ridiculous 
to expect top level 
competition when the 
organisers themselves 
don't know whether 
their tournament is 
being held or not*^ And 


with the gulf wai 
alfectiiig air travel the 
tournament was doomed 
to be disappointing tioni 
the very stait 
fortunately the 
Indian satellite ciicuit 
had just ended and 
many of the players had 
stayed on to have a shot 
at the higher-rated 
Challenger tournament 
The constant 
complaint that the 
tournament was not up 
to the mark either in 
standard or in flair 
might have been 
justified to some extent 
One would even risk 
cxmtradicting Vijay 
Amritraj's claim that the 
tournament had 
talented players who 
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could be the Agassis and 
Change of tomorrow 
Maybe Mr Amritraj saw 
something this 
correspondent didn't 
And while we moaned 
the apparent mediocrity 
of the foreign players 
who came to Bangalore, 
we failed to appreciate 
the lact that only one 
Indian made it past the 
last 16 stage S 
Vasudevan The tall 
South Indian made the 
quarter finals with a 
liard fought third set 
tie-break win With no 
desire of being too harsh 
on our player it would 
be pertinent to add that 


the Indians were the 
only players who had 
Davis Cup experience 
under their belts No 
other player in the draw 
had even got a sniff of 
his country’s Davis Cup 
blazer 

The absence of the 
now popular Leander 
Paes was the talking 
point of the week Paes* 
last-minute withdrawal 
from the tournament on 
grounds of fitness could 
have been nustaken (and 
indeed it was by some 
cynics) as a case of cold 
feet The Wimbledon 
junior champion, fresh 
from his Masters 


tracton 



triumph in Indore was 
in Bangalore prior to the 
start of the 

tournament drawn to 
play favourite 
Gabrachizde in the first 
round The grapevine 
had It that this was the 
reason for Paes’ 
withdrawal 

While this ina> not be 
true at all, Paes* 
management ooiUd 
handled thmgs with a 
little more tact and 
diplomacy As it was, 
the orgaxueere felt 

slighted by the new 
national champion So 
did the many 
disappouited fans 
especially young school 
girls, who had hoped to 
see the home grown 
jumor Wimbledon 
champion 
Moving w) the 
tournament itself, while 
V 3 jay Amntraj should be 
credited for having 


pulled the ATP Tour 
towards India, even he 
would admit that the 
Challenger was not 
given its due 
importance Whether 
this was due to the feud 
that preceded the 
tournament was 
immaterial, since it 
would in no way 
influence the reports of 
the ATP observers at 
Bangalore on the way 
India handled the 
Challenger 
Ball-boys with no 
footwear, no proper 
facilities to water the 
hard courts in the hot 
afternoons, young and 
nervous school kids 
keeping lines and a 
general public apathy 
towards the tournament 
couldn't have gone down 
well with the ATP 
representatives present 
In spite of 
good-intentions the 

org^aiusers keepmg^ the 
gates open to the public | 
fi*ee of cost,the crowds I 
were selective Some I 
sections oi the press, 
which went overboard in 
the coverage of the 
satellite circuit, chose to I 
ignore the more 
prestigious Challenger 
And the AITA thought 
its duty ended the 
minute it gave clearance 
to the tournament 
On that Sunday 
afternoon, when 
German Frank 
Dennhardt walked up to 
collect his first prize of 
3,600 US dollars after he 
had overcome the 
temperamental Soviet, ^ 
he remarked, ‘I’ve been 
waiting for this moment 
since I joined the tour 
four years ago * 

Which made one 
think, India had to wait 
over ten years to stage a 
tournament of this 
nature And what did we 
do*^ Self-destruct' 

Andy OVrieiiv Bangslore 





G old was unlikely, 
silver a 
possibility, no 
medal an equally 
distinct possibility, but 
we finally had to settle 
for the bronze. By all 
accounts, a very 
creditable performance 
by our inexperienced but 
g*utsy junior boys in the 
5th Asmn Junior 

0qua.&h OliampionaKip, 

Colombo By winning 
the bronze, the team 
comprising national 
junior champion 
Averinder Pal Singh, 
runner-up Udai Singh, 
erstwhile national 
under-16 champion 
Rishad Pandole and 
Gajendra Singh 
Hathore, equalled the 
performance of the 
Indian Juniors led by 
whiz kid Adrian Ezra at 1 
the last Asian Junior i 

Championship at | 

Bahrain two years ago. | 
Interestingly enough. 
A.P. Singh was a part of 
the earlier foursome as 
well. 

Pakistan, amid a 
general feeling of 
having fielded over aged 
boys, reigned supreme, 
both in the individual' 
and the team events. 
Abdul Rasheed repeated 
Jansher Khan's feat of 
winning the individual 
event for the second time 
in a row. The Pakistani 
boys, professionals to 
the core, were several 
rungs above the rest, but 
nevertheless were given 
a run for their money by 
the seasoned Malaysians 
and stretched by our 
own Averinder Pal 
Singh 

The focus was never 
on the gold, but on the 
silver. In this 6-nation 
round robin 
tournament, Medaysia, 
Singapore, Hong Kong 
and India were 
contenders for the silver 
with host Sri Lanka not 


9-3,9-6. Averinder P^, „ 
Singh followed it with a 
crushing defeat of Hong 
Kong No. 1 Dick Leong. 
Prom a 5-2 lead which 
saw some long 
well-fought rallies, 
Leong simply caved in to 
the pressure of 
Averinder Singh’s 
consistent attack to lose 
5-9,0-9, 2-9. Udai Singh 
completed the formality 
by beating his rival in 
the classic plate final 
(where he had got a walk 
over due to the 
Indisposition of the 
Hong Kong player) 


Left: Abdul Rasheed 
and Zubair Khan met 
in the final. Rasheed 
retained the title 


«-10. 9 lO. 9-4. 9-0. It 
was a most emphatic 
win made to look easy by 
the aggressive play of 
our youngsters. Udai 
Singh had the 
satisfaction that his 
classic plate title was not 
a hollow one after all. 

Then came the crucial 
tie against the 
experienced Malaysians. 
Rishad Pandole foiight 


as best as he could, but 
never stood a chance of 
beating the all round 
play of Premen Menon. 
He went down 6-9,3-9, 
0-9. Averinder Pal was 
pitched against the 
fluently stroking Chen 
Seoung Lee. Whenever 
Averinder Pal gave 
signs of subduing his 
opponent, the Malaysian 
raised his game and 
produced some 
incredible winners. And 
those came, when the 
chips were down. Hie 
Malaysians plucky 9-7, 
G-6,3-9,10-9 victory 




sealed our hopes of 
silver. In a match of 
academic interest Udai 
Singh got a walkover, 
leading 7-2 against 
Henry Ho when the 
Malaysian came into 
His way and paid the 
penalty with a cut on his 
eye lid. 

And BO on the last day 
of the tournament was 
set up the battle'for the 
bronze with Singapore. 
The Indians played with 
a fierce determination 
giving nothing away. 
They pressurised the 
Singaporeans by 
attacking them without 
any reprieve. Their 
aggression paidbff and 
they won convincingly 
to bring home the 
bronze. Rishad Pandole 
beat Steven Tan 9-3, 9-3. 
3-9. 9-2. Averinder Pal 
beat Verson Teo 9-7. 9-2, 
2-9. 9-7 and Udai Singh 
beat Ho Wing Leong 
10-9.9-3,9-3. 

In the battle for the 


Averinder Pal Singh of 
India and Waelm Khan 
met In the quarter 
final. It was 

unfortunate that Singh 
lost 


The Indian and the 
Pakistan team gat 
together for a group 
photograph before 
their team match 


gold and silver, 

Pakistan was made to 
struggle by the fighting 
Malaysians. The 
Malaysian No. l and 3 
took a game each of 
their worthy opponents, 
but had to bow to their 
overall superiority. 

While Pakistan was 
head and shoulders 
above the rest in tlie 
boys section the 
Malaysian girls enjoyed 
a similar superiority 
over the Singapore, 
Hong Kong and 
Sn Lankan girls. The 
individual final was an 
all Malaysian 
affair 15 year old 
Sandra pitched against 
her more experienced 
teammate Cheong Wai 
Li. In a classic battle of 
skill and technique 
versus sheer power and 
athleticism Wu’s better 
touch gave her the edge 
and earned her the 
well-deserved honour of 
"Princess of Asian 
squash”. 

What was heartening 
was the spirited 
aggression and 
determination our lads 
showed in the courts. 
This experience is 
certainly going to do a 
world of good to their 
game. Of particular 
interest will be the effect 
it will have on Rishad 
Pcmdolc who will be 
eligible for the next 
Asian Junior two years 
from now. With other 
young players like 
Rishad Billimoria, 
Murghai, and the 
Asthana twins Vineet 
and Vinay in support, 
the silver lining is for 
real. 
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THE HEALTH 


L ast week we talked 
about the immune 
system and how over- 
exercising' L*c>uld load to 
various infections 
because the im rmine 
system cannot handle 
the ‘stress' Thjs week 
we arotojcnirne^y 
through 1 l\e intricac;ies 
and also give you some 
useful Ups on how to 

Keep ihrit iniirkunc 

system of yours charged 
and working 

Athletes and fitness 
enthusiasts have 
discovered that just 
following a mere fitness 
regimen and a healthy 
balanced dit^t are not 
always enough to ward 
off infections. In fact, 
many overzeaious 
athletes often find 
tlienisel ves fighting off 
colds, influenza, sore 
throat and minor 
inju rics that are caus(?d 
by over exertion. 

Tliis excess can in 


turn lead to depression 
resulting in added • 
physical problems, 
because there is nothing 
more turning off than 
hav ing to tu ne off an 
exercise programme 
midway, because the 

hrifly f'H nnot hanHlf* tbp 

pressure placed on it by 
the jcjggmg, the weights 
and of course, the brain, 
urging the brawn to run 
that extra mile or lift 


that extra pound. Once 
the immune system is 
weakened the body 
becomes more 
vulnerable to many 
physical problems, some 
of them serious. 

Our immune system is 

always wagfing a war 
against an assortment of 
foreign bodies whoso 
presence in the body is 
detrimental. 'I’hese 
foreign bcxlies include 


viruses, bacteria, 
various types of fungus 
and, the most feared: 
cancer cells. If these 
alien bodies are given a 
free operating zone in 
the physical system then 
we beaune susceptible to 
colds, influenza, 
tuberculosis, cancer and 
even the most dreaded 
AIDS. The list may 
sound frightening but it 
is only partial. What is 


CHARGE 
’EM VP 
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more frigrhteninff iti the 
lac't that our bodies ai e 
always in contact with 
many potentially lethal 
germs 

Our immune cys^teni 

composed of a vast 
ntunber of proteins, 
organs, gl^ds and 
soldier cells fight off 
diseases by neutralising 
or removing infectious 
organisms In an 
extremely complicated 
process the different 
white blood cells sense 
foreign cells that are 
invading the body and 
then secrete chemicals 


■f: • -r 


thatcl<*stit)y th(*8e 
antibodies The most 
active of these cells aie 
called the T and B colls 
In fact any living person 
needs these T and B cells 
duiing every living 
moment bec'ause the 
bodies are being 
constantly bombarded 
by an assortment of 
germs 

AIDS or Acquired 
Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome was really an 
eye-opener It was after 
the outbreak of this 
deadly disease that 
people began to realise 


thfe full necessity of the 
immune system The 
main task of the AIDS 
virus IS to eliminate all 
the T helper cells that 
are crucial to resisting 
infections, and it does so 
very effectively 
Our skin is our first 
line of defence against 
infection Bactericidal 
sweat and sebaceous 
secretions form a 
protective shield, while 
the internal surfaces are 
covered with a layer of 
mucus produced in the 
sinuses and bronchi and 
in the stomach 
The immune system 
can best be* protected by 
a sound nutntion 
programme Ages ago 
Hippocrates had said 
“Let food be yoiii 
medicine and the 
statment holds good 
even today 

VITAMINS AND 
MINERALS: Vitamins 

provide hpst. 

protection to the body 
Actually the Vitamin C 
in citrus f 1 uits have a 
beueiicu-l effect on th(‘ 
immune system 
Vitamin C stimalatos the 
most impoj taut T and B 
cells Simply put it 
improves the mobility ol 
the white blood cells It 
also fort dies the thymus 
and lymph nodes and is 
an excellent autidoxant 
Vitamin A is another 
vitamin tl lat plays a vital 
role It lb known as the 
‘anti mfe(*tion vitamin' 

It IS ('ssential in keeping 
the linings ol the 
respiratory, digestive 
and urogenital tracts 
healthy Vilr.mm Aalso 
enhances the 
effectiveness of the 
immune soldiers located 
in sweat and tears 
Vil. min E IS believed 
to have anti toxin 
qualities and an ability 
to destroy gei ms It is 
also supposed that this 
vitamin increases 


stamina (this is not 
supported by hard facts) 
and also helps build 
resistance to 
degenerative diseases 
like arthritis 

SUNLIGHT: A 

blessing from Mother 
Nature that helps 
activate Vitamin D in 
our skin so that 
calcium can be 
absorbed and utilised 
properly Calcium is 
an essential mineral 
that maintains bones, 
promotes musle 
contraction, nervous 
system functions, 
hormone secretions 
and the activation of 
the immune system 
itself 

Sunlight’s second 
positive effect is the 
activation of the 
pineal gland which 
secretes the hormone 
melatonin Melatonin 
controls sleep, 
arousal activity and 
also the estrongen 
levels in women Now 
you know why you 
feel better after that 
first half hour in the 
sun But remember 
never get too much of 
sun because then the 
rays are harmful to 
the body and plays a 
pivotal role m 
spreading cancer 

A word of caution 
for those fitness 
freaks who believe in 
crash-diets Cutting 
down on calories 
below the safe level is 
also cuttmg down on 
the immune system 
Low calorie diets 
causes a serious 
decline in the white 
blood cells to fight 
viruses and bacterial 
infections 

Stay tuned in and 
next week we shall 
deal with some other 
tricks of the trade to 
keep the immune 
system fighting fit % 






£ before the i uiming of the 
Hong“kong Bank in Calcutta, the 
prenner sprint in the city’s horse 
racing calendar, as if si^alhng 
an immment upset And so it was 

Aazish, the dark bay gelding, 
set a blistering pace as soon as tbo 
starter’s orders wont up, for the 
1200-metre sharp run and in a 
gate to-post effort, stretched his 
lead to a thumping 3 3 4 length 
win over Exclusive, another horse 
who did not run with too much 
support 

The favourite, Simply Brilliant, 
simply ran out of fuel and finished 
a disgraceful fifth in a eight-horse 
battle tor a ticket to the Sprinters’ 
Classic in Madras The brooding 
drizzle had proved its point and 
the sun now came up slowly to 
shine on the Rs 1500 cup 

Aazish, carrying 46 1 '2 kgs, 
zoomed to me front rigntaway 
and had enough firepower to kick 
on further in the straight, coming 
away 2 1/2 lengths in front of the 
field round the bend Shershah 
running alongside did try to upset 
the rhythm of Aazish before the 
straight, but the latter proved 
more than a match for him 

Jockey Robert Gowli, taking no 
chances whatsoever gave hi m a 
bit of stick even when nearing the 
wmiung post, with the result that 
Aazish clocked an impressive 1 
nun 13 9 sec on a rather dull 
track 

The son of Scintillating An and 
Irmeliu, owned by a ladies quartet 
(Mrs C N Vernia, Mrs V C 
Verma MisHeenaMukherjeeand 
Mrs Suneeta Chitlangia), was also 
instrumental in giving trainer 
Vijay Singh and i ider Robert 
Gowh a Hongkong l^aiik Cup 
double Last year, at identical 
weight, the pair had partnered 
Babi Nobis’ Tambourine Man to 
the prize-winning cvi einony 
Gowh thus is the only jcxjkey in 
this xune-year-old tacb foi 
four-year-olds and above, to come 
in doffing hi8 cap a stn.'ond time 


Aazish winning the Hongkong 
Bank Cup in great style from 
Exclusive 

Will Aazish show the same 
‘charge’ at the Sprinters Classic in 
the first w€?ekend of March*? Going 
by the way he played up at the 
pnze-giving ceremony and twice 
nearly hoofed out the battery of 
photographers, Aazish i«? 
oDviously rarin' to go You can 
bank on him 
Anil Grover 


fater-Steel Owes | 

T ata iron & steel Company 
(Jamshedpur) lifted the Inter 
Stc A Chess Championship trophy 
for the third time since the 
inception ol the tournament in 
1982 TISCO gathered 15 points in 
five rounds 

TISCO and reigning champions 
Bhilai, who had international 
players in their ranks were 
favourites from the beginning to 
win the championship TISCO had 
International Master Neeraj 
MishraandV Koshy, whereas 
Bhilai came with international 
players like N Sudhakar Babu, 

R S Gupta, Manoj Verma and 
international woman chess player 
Kiran Agarwal Kiran was the 
only woman player in the 
championship 

Bhilai also gathered 15 points m 


five rounds and tied with 
TISCO But their loss against 
TISC'O in tlie second round proved 
decisive in the end 

This BIX day meet organised by 
the sports cell ol Hourkela Steel 
Plant dt the Srx'ial home altraf*ted 
40 players from 7 units of the 
Steel Plant Sports Board 

Satish Pharma 


BANGALORE 


UCiUIiMtes 


A RTTN V RAO of Udupi division 
emerged the individual 
champion in the Life Insurance 
Corjxiration’s 24th South Central 
Zone athletics meet held at 
Bangalore recently He bagged 
three golds in the 100 mts, 200 
mts and 400 mts 

Mona Hussey of Bangalore 

Division and P N Padmmi of 
Mysore division were the women's 
champions bagging three golds 
each The former excelled in 200 
mts, 400 mts and 800 mts. while 
tiie L tter m the discus, long jump 
and shot put 

Udupi division with 20 medals 
were team champions followed by 
Mysore (17) and Bangalore (11) 

Ralph F.Patrao 
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NEW DELHI 


Fairana Memorial 
Fooflian 


D ELHIDevelopment Authority 
lifted the coveted North Zone 
Institutional Football tournament 
beating hosts and holders Oi lental 

Bcmlc of Commerce 4 O via tie 
breaker at the Ambedkai Stadium 
in New Delhi 

Twelve top institutions 
participated which 
included teams such as Railway 
Board, Delhi Transport 
Corporation Punjab National 
Bank D E S U F C I and Northei n 
Railways etc in memory of the 
lateShnH L Parvana the 
founder of Sports Club Oriental 
Bank of Cornmei ce 
D D A were indeed foitunate to 
win the championship as they had 
exliibited poor skills in the mitial 

The DDA football team were the 

winners of the Parvana 
Memorial tournament 


rounds of the tournament 
However, their performance 
improved considerably as they 
moved up and in the final, they 
surprised every one by their 
coordinated disciplmed game 
giving no chance to the favourites 
Oriental Bank of Commerce 
Rashewl KMwal 


AHMEDABAD 


imepBank boekey 


S TATE BANK OF INDIA won 
the fourth All India Inter Bank 
hockey touinamentby beating the 
star studded Punjab Sind Bank 
2 1 in an absoibing encounter at 
the Gujarat College ground re 
c'ently 

After a goalless first session 
both teams made some tint fftorts 
to break the stalemate Kajendti 
Singh of Punjab Sindh Bank net 
ted bi lUiantly in the sixth minute 
ind gave his side an impoitant 
lead Iromcalh enough it turned 
out to be the (onsolatoi \ goal foi 
an otherwise p^iwerf ul Punjab 
Sindh Bank squad whit h FiHcied 
four c ui rent national stai s who 


had participated in the recently 
concluded 5th Indira Qandhi in¬ 
ternational hockey tournament at 
Delhi 

Came the lOth minute of the 
second half and it was altogether a 
different story The much needed 
equaliser for State Bank of India 
was provided by Sanjay Kumar at 
this moment The 34th imnute 
proved decisive when N S Sodhi 
playing at his artistic best found 
bho target and cUncliod the issue 

for State Bank of India 

Bank of India the hosts,defeated 
Indian Bank 2 1 and secured the 
third position 

Haresh Paitdya 


GUWAHATI 


bterlHsIrict Cridiet 


IT AMRUP District retained the 
ILsecond Khakan Ahmed 
Memorial Trophy Inter District 
School Cricket Tournament held 
heie recently 

In the tmal holders Kamrup 

dt?leated Sorutpur District by 3T 
runs Batting first theKamrup 














team piled up 187 lor 7 in the 
allotted 40 overs white Somtpur 
oould only manage 148 runs m 
36 4 overs 

All rounder Manjit Das of 
Kamrup District was declared the 
‘Man of the Tournament* 

In the first semi final, Kamrup 
defeated Nowgaon by a margin of 
64 runs And in the other 
semi final Somtpur easily routed 
theDibrugarh team 

A total of 22 District teams of 
the State took part in the 
tournament on the final day Mrs 
Khakan Ahmed gave away the 
prizes while Shn Bireswar 
Baruah. Secretary, Sports & 
Culture Govt of Assam, presided 
over the closing ceremony 

PabHni Kr. Daks 



first set with his attractive vol 
leys and fast cross returns, Nav- 
neet took a 1 -O lead But in the 
other two sets he lost his stamina 
and Anmrnath won the match 
2-1 

Shunnrakanti Misnra aefeatea 
Rajeev Bhatia 6 1 6-2 in the tinal 
of the under 17 age group har 
her, m the semi finals, Shubhia- 
kanti Mishrabeat Amarnath Rath 
6 0,6-0 while Rajeev Bhatia defe 
ated Karmveei Smgh by 6-3 6 l 
Anil Kumar Singh 


MADRAS 



A marnath hath and 

Shubhrakanti Mishia won the 
singles t iile of tho under 13 and 
under 17 ago g'loup respectively 
in the first Ranc hi Dist j icl Junior 
Tennis championship held here 
recently 

In the well contested under 13 
final, Amarnath Rath beat Nav 
neetNakard3 b 6 i b 3 In the 


N eyveli lignite corpora 

TION, aggregatuig 19 points 
xn the sixc Tviiiixds. won the Rpcond 
National Institute Team Chess 
Championships conducted by the 
Central Revenues Sports Board at 
Madras in January They clinched 
the title when they defeated Air 
In^a 2 5— 1 5 in the final round 
The NLC team clinched the Cen¬ 
tral Revenue rolling trophy and 
with It the caeh award of Rs 8000 
presented to the winning team, P 
Mitrakanth, A Pavanasam, S 
Ganesan (all FIDE masters) and R 


NLC Team captain P. MKrakanth 
receiving the Central Revenues 
Trophy from Mr T.C.A 
Ramanujam, Chief 
Commissioner of Income Tax 

Muralidharan 

Last year s winners Indian Air¬ 
lines. with 17 points, and hosts 
Centra] Revenues Sports Board, 
with 16 points bagged the second 
and third positions and with it the 
cash prizes of Rs 6000 and Rs 
5000 respectively 
There were cash awards for the 
first eight teams, in this 16-team 
competition In addition, there 
were board piizes for the top six 
individual positions S Rangara- 
jan with a score of 6 6 took the top 
spot and the cash award of Rs 
3000 A Pavanasam (5 5) and S 
Ganeswan (5 6) both of NLC 
finished second and third and won 
Rs 2000 and Rs 1500 respectively 
PeHab Ramchand 


InteMiirivetsByJiid& 

D elhi Umversity women’s team 
and Kurukshetra University 
won the women’s and men’s 
championships at the fourth 
All-Ihdia Inter-Umversity Judo 














ohampionship held at University 
Sports Complex, Kurukshetra 
University 

Delhi Umversity won three 
golds, and two bronze medals 
Neelam Dalai (below 52 kg), and 
Shashi Prabha (below 61 kg) won 
the golds while Bhavna Bharti 
(below 56 kg) and Rajni Sharma 
(above 61 kg) bagged the bronze 
medals 

In the men's section, 
Kurukshetra University retained 
the top position witn a naui oi five 
medals Ram Kumar (below 50 
Kg), and Ishwar (below 71 kg) 
won the golds Han Singh (below 
55 kg), and Ishwar (open) 
collected silvers while Manoj 
Kumar (below 65 kg) got the 
bronze medal 
Surash Kumar Lau 

Delhi University were the 
winners of the Inter^University 
judo women’s championships 


had over 250 participants from 15 
state electricity boards, PSEB 
retained the team championship 
with 27 medals, including 14 
golds in 22 events 
PSEB garnered 106 points, 
followed by last year’s 
runners-up. Uttar Pradesh (40 
points) and Tamil Nadu (26 
points) Amandeep Singh of PSEB 
won the individual championship 
by winning the 800 mtb 1500 mts 
and 500 mts events 
Ralph F. Patrao 



T ISCO Sports Club WestBokaro 
Colliery (Hazaribagh) won the 
All India Kartik Oraon Memorial 


result was 4-4 Then, ui sudden 
death, A DeyofTISCO netted the 
winning goal 

Earher, m the semifinals, Patna 
Athletic Association defeat^ CLSF 
Rourkelaby 1-0, while TISCO 
Sports Club beat Mohiunmedan 
Sporting (sub Jr) 2-1 m 
tie-breaker 
Ann Kumar Singh 


CALCU I"1 A 


AD-hidia Ladies Golf 


N ONITA LALUiok her third 
majot title in a tournament m 
Calcutta, when she won the 74th 
all-lndia ladies amateur golf 
championship at the Tollygunge 
club It was a w'ell-fought 36 hole 
affaii final where Nonita got the 
better of Charu Ahluwalia 
Delhi s Suparna Sardana beat 
Sheena Rawla in the final for the 
Vikramaditya Trophy 
Nonita and Charu did some fine 
putting on the final day The 
match was so evenly contested 



nUNJAB State Electricity Board 
M (PSEB) dommated the 
three-day 18th All India 
Electricity Board Athletics meet 
held here recently In a meet that 


Tiie final, played at Paramveei 
Albert Ekka stadium, was to some 
extent i tough contest with 
players of both the tea ns 
resorting to rough tactics The 
match was goalless aftei 90 
minutes of play and 15 minutes of 
extra time In the tie-breaker the 


Nonita Lai: winner of the 
AIMndia Ladies goH 
championships 

















I that aftei the fti st set of 18 holes 
I f heire was no one who was at tuaily 
leading The golfers shait d six 
birdies in the fii st session 
It was in the second sf t of 18 
holes that Nonita findl1> btgun to 
nniavel cxpeiiemt GtJing mto 
the 19th she v. as i hole up and by 
the 11th of the ser ond set Nonita 
had a four hok cushion Ihe 12th 
and 1 Jth hf^lcs weic halved and 
that left Noxiita to lialvc the next 
to wrap up the title 

In the seim final Nomta Ixsat 
Simi Mehia cui the 19th hole This 
again aftoi Simi had an 
uppei hand in the match but was 
badly hit aftei she had to putt 
thrice in the 15th hole 

P Eas tern Open Golf 

D ANAPUR based Mohammad 
Islam finally ended a long wait 
when he won the Eastern India 
Wills Open golf c hampionslup 
after finishing runners up in two 
othermajui championships 
earlier held in the city 1 he new 
yeai proved luc ky foi Islam as he 
i balked up his first Wills win in 
his car eei but only just 
The 27 yeai old Radwav 
employee won on sudden rieatli 
aftei he was tied with local hero 
Basad AIi on the Royal Calc ulta 
Golf Club c ourse on 299 points 
Islam par i€k1 the i91h to notch up 
the title- theeiglitli in th( 11 leg 
Wills ciicuit 

The fmal clash leally pickc d up 
at the 16th hole and it was 
entertaining all the v, ay till the 
finish Islam began on a stiong 
note He had a four over pai as 
against Basad s eight ovei pai 
The Eastern India win was 
worth Rs 14 000 for Islam His 
earning s went uj' to Rs 40 000 in 
the 1989 90 season An obviously 
happy Islam said that lie owed a 
lot to m<mtor Shashi Raj Son of an 
armynian Islam lias leai nt to play 
golf the hard way Tht're is no golf 
coui se in Danapu t He works out 
at the Patna Golf Club 
In the amateui section 
I^iakshman Singh was the best 
with 306 points Three stiokes 
adrift was runner up A S Malik 
The following are the positions 



Mohammad Islam was the men’s 
winner of the AIMndia Eastern 
Open Golf championships 

m the Wills Open 1 Mohammad 
Islam (299) 2 Basad Ah (299) d 
Shoikh All (304) 4 Hyder Khan 
(305)5 Ri8hiNaiain(305) 

state Atchety 

^ AJAT HALDEH continued 
IVfi oni v^heie he had left in the 
Tidiioiialb (he III iished among the 
SIX best) and won the men s title in 
the state senioi aiehery 
championship at the Rabmclia 
Sarobar Stadium (east) grounds 
1 ec ently The newly-ci owned 
women s national champion Tira 
Samanta also annexed the state 
title 

But the final day s piocoedings 
started on an inauspicious note as 
the bus bringing participants 
f i om the SAl NIS Complex m Salt 
Lake to Rabmdra Sarobar, met 
with an accident on the Eastern 
Metropolitan By-pass Among 


those injured were the state 
women s cliampion Tira Samanta 
National champion Limba Ram of 
Rajasthan and his c oac h Soumen 
Das miraculously escaped during 
the same accident 

A speeding truck which had 
apparently lost control over its 
brakes grazed past the 
two wheelei on which Limba Ram 
was the pillion rider Das who 
was driving the two wheeler and 
Limba \^orc bcjth thrown out of 
then seat4 and in the prcx;ess 
almost run over The accident 

I mded both. Das and Limba at the 

hospital Ram 8 right femur was 
broken and he received head 
iniui les, while Das' injuries were 
more serious The coach had 
broken his knee and wrist and the 
bridge his nose was broken 
Both are now recovering 

The bus after edging past the 
sccxiter, rammed into the SAl bus 
Fortunately, a major accident was 
averted 

Soumltra Bom 
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SMUT* HALL or SHMME 



SYNASHAZULLO 



1<986 M\V<C tPICEIOEU, OERitASlME CCA£m of 
TIAE AO&OSrAMA> (SO) COLLE6E POOVBAUTEAM, 

GOT TOO eXGlTEO OVER A RECOVEREO FUMBLE 
At» \AE THREW W\S ARMS UP AVI CElEBRAnOM HE 
CAU6>UT HEAO COAOA JlM HE\N\TZ FLUSH OH 
THE JAVJ KHOOOHC:? VAlM OOTON THE SAOEUMES 
TWb FOLLOWAN6 VJEEK. BE(:auV£D F=RElOEL 
PlA^B^MACPrOTTiCk TDnie fiE 
/>fAP£ 6UPEA//smP^idA^OA/AM>P/s 
/?lOUiy^RPlt//lSM •' 


iMAlblVlE DECIWHS A BASKETBALL 6AME WITH THE 
FLTPOFACaw THAT S WHATHAPFEHEPIN 19?E 
WHEN GIRLS W\6H SCHOOL TEA/HS KANSAL 
AMO Pir^&REE MET IM FA«£0 N 0 AFTER A 
SCORElLESS GAME AMO THREE SCORELESS 
O/EFCVTMES, THE REFS CALLED TOR THE 
COIN TOSS KAMSAL CALLED HEADS—AMD 
WAS DECLARED THE VIVNMER' 



Y-V 

A 


ABOUT 5000SWISS fMS SHOUED THeiR W5AP 

PracMAL OORTKCs the ho&kev fimal between 

SWITZERLAND AND CANADA AT THE 1906 WINTER 
OL'(MPlC GAMPS eV BOMBAKPIHfe OR=»CiAlS WITH 
SNOWBALLS WriENBJER A CALL WENT ASAiNST 
THE SNIS6TEAM THE REFEREES FOOMD THEM 
SELVES EASYTAI^&EnS INTHEOFTEN-AlR RTNK 
IM ST MORITZ, fWnZERLAND, WHERE FANS 
WERE PERCHeO H»<N1 ABO/B^ THE ACTION ON 
MOUNTAIN CUPPS TO RXT R« THE SWISS TEAM 


1939, V^^TV^IUE EASTEJa^ Ovv)<^lC»a Tni-E 0^TV4^\UE/ the* 

AND PlAVERS SAW, REFEREE 9^\X HAtiORAIN 
SIGNALED NO<siOOD' THEHAYSTOOO HAULORAN 
WAS SOON FIRED BYTHE LEACAJE 















QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 What IS common to Asif Iqbal 
Alan Knott and Colin Cowdrey’ 

2 Who IS the odd man out Jack 
Nickiaus Gary Player Ray 
Reardon and Hunry Cotton’ 

3 What lb common to the Indian 
Test cncketers Jasu Patel Kapil 
Dev and bubhash Gupte’ 

ANSWERS 

1 They all played for Kent CCC 

2 Ray Reardon a snooker player 
The others are golfers 

3 All of them bagged nine wickets 
in a Test Jasu Patel 9/69 vs 
Australia at Kanpur 1959 Kapil 
Dev 9/83 v West Indies at 
Ahmedabad 1983 and Subhash 
Gupte 9/102 V West Indies at 
Kanpur 1958 




The other day someone asked 
me which ol the two intellectual 
games bridge and chess is 
tougher Well Irankly 1 am not 
sure and 1 don t really think that 
either game is easier than the 
other However while there ar« 
decent c hess playing programb 
that (an give above average 
players mcxlei ate opposition 
there are no good bridge playing 
computer programb available 
And this despite computer 
programming i equinng the same 


aptitude as bridge The mam 
reason is that there are too many 
variables m the game of bridge 
and what is right on a certain 
tumd imght be quite wrong on 
another similar one because of a 
change of a seemmgly 
mconsequential spot card or 
because of a different layout of the 
opponents’cards Today’s hand 
from the Holkar Open Pairs 
elimmation roimd of the 1989 
nationala lo a case in point - 


NORTH (tfummy) 

4 A K 10 6 6 
04 
Kb 5^ 

^ 05 


WESl 
^ 01/6 
J632 
J74 
4 96 


EAST 

4 94 ^ 

K 

A 106 

4 A M0761 


SOUTH 

4 3 

A 10 9 8 7 5 
Q98 
4 K42 


West dutifully led the nine of 
clubs East winmng his ace and 
returmng a second niund of the 
smt Dummy s queen won and 
with east marked with the heart 
king the tJ ump queen was led 
from the table South won his ace 
over East s king but when West 
came in with the heart jack he got 
to east in diamonds and got a 
(lubruil to set the game Noi 
would it help declai er to throw a 


club on the spades before touching 
trumps for thou he would be left 
with a second diamond loser 
The contract, seemingly 
unmakeahle at first glance, can 
make if declarer gets his third 
club out of the way before tackling 
trumps The most elegant Ime 18 
to win the second club m hand 
with the kmg, ruff the third club 
in dummy and then play trumps 
Now when east gets in to play a 

foui th Club, dooloror is out of 

clubo and can ruff with the seven 
to prevent an ovemiff And if east 
ducks the first club a dub could 
be given up immediately and the 
club rufl negotiated before 
touching trumps 
Could a computei be 
programmed to go up with the 
club kmg converting a winner 
into a momentary loser because 
the auction marks East with six 
clubs the trump kmg and the side 
ace’ Even it it could be it would 
require such a huge program tha' 
no present day PC would piobably 
have the RAM c apai ity to put it to 
any use Zia Mahmocxl of 
Pakistan in an interview where 
he unashamedly claimed that ho 

plays best after spenchng a hot 
night with a lovely girl has made 
a standing offei of a hundred 
thousand stei ling pounds to 
anyone who writes a computer 
program capable ot beating him at 
bridge Anytakeis’ 

SantanuChoM 



Flet your knees 
iuaUTLY BEND FROM 
YOUR WAIST ANP 
MJ-OW rOWK AKMS TO 

HAN6 FREELY WITH 
YOUR WEI6HT EVENLY 
OISTRISUTEO ONTHE 
BALLS OF YOUR FEET. 
YOU SHOULD THEN 
HAVE ROOM TO SWING 
WITHOUT STRETCHING 
OR CROWDING 













PHOTO OF THE WEEK 





T«imb UMd to b« a non<(Nitact sport, but looldng at this photograph you 
wouMii’t bailave it Amarica was not at war whan this inddant look pi^, but It 
didn’t doiar Yankaa boya Brad Gllbari (talQ and OavM Whaaton from having a 
di aa graamant wMob only Juat miaaad baeoming phyaicai. Ineidantally, tha man 
holding tham apart Kan Farrar, la tha offtolal John McEnroa abuaad to ba 
dalaullad from laat yaafa Auatralian Opan 









C OMES a tune 
in every 
man’s life when 
he’s got 

to make certain vital 
decisions Sourav 
Ganguly made his when 
still in high school 

Although an avid 
footballer—he was a 
regular in the St 
Xavier’s school 
team—Saurav proferred a 
’disinterest’ for the sport 
and was disinclined to 
pursue it It^wasa 
sensible decision, for. 
now, barely four years 
later, he’s knocking on 
the Indian cricket team’s 
door 

Having played the 
game only casually m 
school, Sourav 
developed a more 
serious attitude towards 
cricket, only when he 
was selected to represent 
Bengal against Orissa in 
an under-15 encounter 
”1 had got a lot of runs, 
as well as wickets, for 
my BCl}ool that year 
when we made it to the 
semi-finals of the CAB 
under 15 mter-school 
league,’ he explains, 
gomg on to add quite 
proudly that he was the 
only player from his 
school to receive 
summons from the state 


Sourav 
classifies 
himself in the 
‘‘allrounder 
category. I 
visualise 
myself 
breaking into 
the middle 
order. No. 6” 


i 









level. 

If that was the result 
of his natural tslent and 
hard work, providenoe 
chipped in with a 
hundred in that grams 
Itself. That did it. 
Football hoots lay 
forgotten as the willow 
and polished leather 


Youthful talent and 
grizzled experience make 
the Indian cricket team a 
tough place to find a slot. 

But for Bengal’s rising 
star, the hunt is on! 



took^ientrestage id the 
enerjMtic youngster’s 
life, First came the 
under-16 schools meet; 
then the sones and 
finally the national 
camp at Indore. The 
following year he was 
battling his way into the 
under-17 team, finally 
making it to the 
under-19 squad last 
year. 


*Tws get vmy good hopes 

foMheAuSbi^ 
lour”...8ourav la looking 
forward to ploying In the 
oompony of seniors Hke 
AzfwnKldln 

But what was he doing 
at the MRF Pace 
Foundation? 
Considering it was with 
the bat that he rose 
above the ordinary, 
Sourav’s first trip to 


in 1988 hfi/l the 
eyebrows reaching for 
the hairline. “I 
considered myself 
basically a batsman; 
someone who used to bat 
and bowl a bit," he 
confesses, "but that 
season 1 had got a lot of 
wickets in the zonal’s, 
and that’s probably why 
they sent ms a letter of 
invitation". And his 


enthusiasm at coming 
on first change with 
such success led to his 
accepting the invitation. 

Four times has Soursv 
been with the Dennis 
liillee-inspiTed MRF 
Pace Foundation. Each 
of those beinga 16-day 
stint where mornings 
were devoted to physical 
conditioning while 
evenings consisted of 
bowling at the nets to 
Tamil Nadu batsmoc. 

All under the eagle eye 
of the veteran fast 
bowler Lillee. "1 leaumt a 
lot from them. They 
taught me the basics of 
fast bowling," be 
praised, going on to 
admit, “I never knew 
what they were before I ■ 
went. I just used to run 
up to the crease and 
bowl my way. I never 
knew how to bowl an 
insvdng or an outswing. 
I learnt it from them”. 

However, the offer of a 
four-year contract was 
asking too much of him. 
Here was a youngster, 
raring to soar. And he 
certainly didn’t want to 
be tied down for the next 
four years of his life. 

Back home. Sotirav 
has adhered to a strict 
physical regimen. While 
the season left very little 
time for anything but 
cricket, off-season 
training includes^ 
half-hour run, followed 
by 15 minutes of 
sprinting on three days 
of the week. Three other 
days are devoted to 
skipping and 
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wajght-tr Rjwing at his 
well-equipped gym. 

And the results are 
showing. “I have 
improved a lot from last 
season,” he says, 
“especially in my 
bowling. I think Tm the 
highest wicket-taker in 
my side”. Sourav then 
goes on to underline 
that he is more a product 
of gritty determination 
thw flashy brilliance. “I 
lU’actioe a lot” he states, 
addlng,"cricket is a 
game where, if you want 
to succeed, you have to 
practice all the time. 
Whatever talent you 


possess, it’s the same. 
It’s very easy to reach a 
high level, but if you, 
want to stay there you 
have to practice”. 

“I didn’t have much 
talent earlier,” he 
admits, and then pays 
tribute to his coach, 
former Bengal player 
Debu Mitra for honing 
his game to the level it is 
at now. “Thanks to my 
coach and all the hard 
work. I’ve improved to 
whatever I am”. 

TMt it ona pliyw who 
oomeeflrointviery 
supportive bodqireund, 
andhahowt • 
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How does he motivate 
hims^, especially since 
he refuses to model 
hims^on an idol? “Fve 
never seen myself 
batting in a match. Only 
at nets. So I can’t tell 
whose style of play I 
emulate. But I can say 
that I don’t model myself 
cm anyone. I don’t want 
to be known asa 
so-and-so lookalike. I 
want to be Sourav 
Ganguly,” he asserts. 
Then, easing off on the 
aggro a bit, he continues 
“I loved the game once I 
started playing it. Then, 
I saw my 

brother—Snehashis, 
also part of the Bengal 
and East Zone 
outfit—playing, my dad 
encouraged me to work 
hard and my mother is 
very intrested”. 

Adding to the 
encouraging support of 
the domestic front is his 
educational institution. 
Now in the final period 
of his plus-2 course at 
St. Xavier’s (follege, 
Calcutta, Sourav 
gratefully admits that 
his “school is very 
cooperative. I have my 
Higher Secondary (Class 
12) exams in April and I 
missed my selections but 
they’ve allowed me 
throu^ because I was 
idayh^ for the state and 
zone.” 

With such an 
accommodating 
infirastructure, how soon 
does he see himself 
breaking into the elite 
bend of men who 
represent the country at 
the highest level of the 
game? Espedally when 
oonsldered that he 
oomea from the Eastern 
zone, an area that finds 
it mctoriously tough to 
cateh the seleotoirial eye. 
"It’s mimb tougher to 
make it into the Indian 
team from this part of 
the country beoaueea 


“I learnt a lot 
from them 
(the MRF 
Pace 

Foundation). 
They taught 
me the basics 
of fast 
bowling''* 


West guy like Vinod 
Kambli is playing the 
Duleep Trophy games 
while I’ve played Just 
one. We get lees 
matches. Fbr him, 
there’s room for failure. 
If he fails in this game, 
he’s got another game to 
make it up. But for ue, if 
we fail once, we might 
not get anothr chance”. 

When reminded that 
players like Sachin 
Tendulkar have paved 
the way for younsrsters 
to make the Indian team, 



















Sourw bags to dmiBr. 
"Yea, Ifs true (hat 

doora, hut axpeoftationa 
haroalBOrlaen.” 
Explaining how 
everyone espeota any 
xiaing youngater to to 
aooxe prodigloualy and 
take wioketa every time 
he oomae on tobowl, he 
vlaibly ghudders when 
adding, '‘aapacdally In 
Calcutta. If 1 Hail in any 
game, I don’t know what 
tbeyll do to me. The 
crowd ezpecta me to 
Boon runs whenever Fm 
out to bat”. A grim 
reminder of the 
unforgiving attitude of 
the aporting multitudes 
of West Bengal. 

Yet. this hasn’t 
atopp^ Bengal’s hoy 
wonder from striking 
up a healthy firiendship 
with Tendulkar. "We 
met first at the under-15 
camp in Indore, and 
we've been finende 
sinoe.” Sourav aays. and 
goes on to pradse the 




Doyoungam 

W^ZonaMal 
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teenaged prodigy for 
handling the pressure so 
well. 

If he gets along 
famously with his 
generation, the older 
one has no trouble 
accepting him as well. 
Playing alongside 
hatUe-Boarred veterans 
like Arun Lai and Ashok 
Malhotra in the Bengal 
team has taught Sourav 
much. Tm the youngest 
member of the side.” he 
points out, “but I miz 
with all of them. The 
least age diffemoe is 
with my brother, that’s 
six years, while Lai and 
Malhotra are twice my 
age. But rm very ftee 
with all of them and they 
all help a lot with my 
game.” 

What about the 

wWW PMt¥W VMIM IB 

tlw praduotor (MgantlMMd 


md MmUifalMidliig) 

oMiBiii ifoiii m niBn 
aRpoaurai? 

future? “Fve got good 
hopes Ibr the Aiietralian 
tour,” he sajrs almost 
shyly. With India 
making a mammoth 
five-montb tour Down 
Under this 

septemher—beginning 
with a normal tour and 

milnilniitiTig in 

World Cup in early 
’92—it would certainly 
give him the 
opportunity to test his 
mettle agahist the best 
in the world. 

And where does he see 
himself fitting in? 
Especially considering 
hie multi-fSoeted 
talents. Does he consider 
himself a batmnaa who 
bowls a bit? Or a bowler 
who can throw the bat 
about too? “My 
performanoes should 
answer that question," 
is file way he countors. 
adding “I have batted 
well and I have also 
bowled well”. It 
eventually takee another 
bout of prying to get fills 
ohap to admit that he 
claaMfiae himsblf in the 
“allrounder oategory”. “I 
visualise myself 
breaking into the middle 
order. No. 6”. 

OonBidering that a 
certain Kapil Dev 
Nikhapj fills that slot 
right now, isn’t he 
worried that it’ll hamper 
his chanoeb? Sourav 
admite that KapU 18 
bowling really well now, 
but isn’t willing to 
oompromiee on what ha 
wants. If it’s Kapil Dev 
wbbU have to make way 
for him, BO be it. The 
procqieot of a toos^ier 
bhaUenge only makes 
the hunt more exciting. 

Eortune, they say. 
IkvouTS the brave. 












At Goa In 1989, Hungary 
stayed at the Colva 
beach resort and 
managed to win the 
Nehru Cup, beating the 
Soviets. And two years 
later the Magyar boys 
again preferred to stay at 
Kovalam during the ninth 
edition at Trivandrum. 
Our photographer UIKHIL 
BHATTACHARYA went to 
click the Hungarians at 
the beach, but 
surprisingly he found the 
Romanians having a 
great time...away from 
the severe winter In 
Europetrignt). The final 
match: Romanian hero 
Lon Vladiou beirrg 
tackled by two Hungarian 
defenders {top right). 
And a Hungarian reserve 
was shooting the final 
with his video camera 
.<rlght below). But what he 
' recorded was the defeat 
Of Hungary by Romania, 
with the Nehru Gold Cup 
<tbp left) 
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THE RESULTS OF THE 


Hot Legs Quiz 

We wen simply overwhelmed by yoer extraonllnary response. Every 
day. slacks of mall used to be deposited at our ofllce; most amazini 
bolnp the number of all-correct entries. So much so. It was a real pity 
we could only give the Rs 500 prize to the ffirsf all-correct entry rocelvod 
by us. You lolhs are very well-informed, wo must say; and wo even had 
readers who bemoaned the tact that It was so easy! Anyway, well-done 
all these whe sem In entries, congratulations to the winner, and thanii 

you 


THE WINNER. 


DEEP ROY (20 years old) from Durg, Madhya Pradesh 


ALL-CORRECT, BUT TOO LATE!! 


Prasanna Vaidya 
R Mahalakshmi 
AmitKr Das 
Bimal Lama 
5oumyarujp ^anali 
Sumanta uhosh 
Daryus Gazder 
Vishnu Bataraman 
Kartik Chhaya 
Arfun Nath 
Rongsen Jamir 
Ambar Mazumdar 


Deborah Gonsalves 
Mohan Alvares 
R Geethara 
Paramita Banenee 
Pareen Ayesha 
Barnali Gogoi 
B S Eishwana 
B S Vidya 
Behram Aderbad 
Anirban Ojha 
Mustafa Anas N P 
Bi )0 Jacob 


Ruby O'Souza 
Gautam Ghosh 
Pradyunma Kr Mahapatra 
Zualtei Poonte 
K.V Suresh 
Sandeep Sethi 
T Sham Kumar 
NarendraK Govil 
S C Ullal 

Mukund Snnivasan 
SJ Goswami 
Ra)nish Sinha 


Rajdeep Mazumdar 
Raju Bhattacharjee 
P Sundhar 
Hansh Acharya 
Monojit Purkayasiha 
Suresh Kutty 
Anindya Nag 
G Ezekiel 
Sushil Surve 
Mahesh Kanchan 



1) Florence Griffith Joyner 



2) Gabriels Sabatini 


3) Gary Lineker 

















4) Stefan Edberg 5) Zola Budd 6) Steffi Graf 7) Edwin Moses 



8) Imran Khan 9) Daley Thompson 10) Martina Navratilova 11) Daniela Silivas 


E ERROR 


Tamn Sircar 
Anant Ffaru:is Myunl 
B Gmclhar 
D Devaprasadam 
Shtva Kumar Daga 
Stanley Mascaranhas 
P V Hansh 
Soumitra Majumdar 
A V Kohli 
SontaAlvares 
Q Suresh 
C ^ Santosh 
Ratan Singh 


OhitraU^am 
Kauatav Duffs 


G Myrtle 
Shane McMahon 
JoaephD'SoMza 
AmutSharma 
Mridu)at3hoah 
Zmiaa 

mchardSomw 
James LalMwmUana 
Swapnadipa Ghosh 


Qrazia Saogma 
Devesh Kumar Gin 
V Bhagyaiakshmi 
Anushu Changakoti 
Raiebh Mehra 
Rakesh Purohit 
AnjatiGhidiya) 

Yezdi Kambaffa 
ManistMti Tnpathi 
Vishai Prabhakar 
Rahul Chaudhury 
Rahul Mukheriee 
Ravtnder Smgn 
Sunita Kujur 
Basab Malumdar 
Fayaz Ahmed 
Santanu Deb Roy 
AmhadWali Haque 
ASubramamam 
Nawie Sangha 
R Itenharan 
KantahkaDutta 
AshiahHari 
Dtparuan Ganguly 
MlabZaman 

Kuntal Hoy Crwwdhury 
Kausik Outta 
SubratB Haider 


Adftya Sharma 
PankaiTomar 
Maheen Ahmed 
Vinayak Yashwant Palkar 
Nash Paul D Souza 
G 5 Kumar 
Angshuman 0}ha 
N Peeyush 
N C 0|ha 
Rajaditya Baneoee 
Moumita Mukhc^adhyay 
Syed Naemt^ddin 
Raia Chanda 
Khushie Balsara 
Sudipto Bhadun 
ViveK Agarwat 
Deep Sen 
C K Barooah 
Maheen Ahmed 
Suresh Kumar 
Pradeqp Kaul 
PreebShukla 
SndharBaratan 
AwarjHKrOas 
ManoiKhosla 
Mayor cnioramane 
Bharique Alam 


^ed Rashid Moquim 


lyangn Ao 
Subrato Mukherjee 
Jaswinder Smgh 
Uttam Mandt 
Mohammed Mubasshir 
Prasad Ramesh 
VikashAgarwal 
mKui 


undu 


Nilanian f 
Anusiup Baneriec 
NamrataBorkakoti 
Arnab Brahmachan 
Swati Banerfee 
Ravi Ranian Sinha 
Manish Agganeat 
Saieev Sudarsan 
TS Mahesh 
Sunayana Sarkar 
SH Oaisar 
V Devadas 
DenthongTeron 
Raiu Mehta 
CA Pathak 
RateshKashyap 
Oai^Raian 
N uorratne 


Inder Pai Singh 
Md Santui Hussain 
Javie Dominc 0 Souza 
PankaiAnand 
Jeet Bannerjee 
AshilDas 
Amrt Misra 
Partha Bhaumik 
AdityaChoudhury 
TP Oas 
Jayanta De 
Neerai Sinqh 
Sujatha Shenoy 
Vivek Saraf 
Avinash Prakash 
ST Muthappa 
ChitranianAgarwal 
Savita Kirioskar 
Bhagavathi S Ram 
Apurva Pathak 
Su)ay Mukherjee 
Irene Daworsop 
Surantan Paul 
SubhriuyotiMilra 
Asim Bhattachanee 
Raineesh riwan 


TWO ERRORS 


Anand Lakshman 
Anindtla Das 
Suneira Banenee 
Bhadaur Singh Bhambham 
L Rameshor Smgh 
Rupa Ghosh 
Ne^a)Tnvedy 
Shikha Chattertee 
OVA Sekhar 
G S Santosh 
Oileep Ramachandran 
Giqi capon Chenan 
Joyanta Ghosh 
Sankarshan Mukhopadhyay { 
Ra)6sh Mohan Mehra 
Naveen Kannan 
Saicharan Patel 
Debawiya Sarkar 
B S Guridath 
RaiaSevak 
0i|u6ofa 


Anil George 
snnain 


Hb 


MORE THAN TWO ERRORS 

AyeshaSood batyageet NaiK JumiePhukan MOi SampathKumai PntamPanid J Arvmd KS Satii SupnyoRoy DonneqinLotx) Avinandd Ghosh 
PramodTembe Kumar Shakti T Sriram Sabyasachi Mohapatra Subbd Reddy TtkeodrdfitOas NAMadappd Akhoun k4dlay BD Murthy > Sire&h 
Sauan Kumar Deorah SimantaKr Roy M PoonamKuman S Ravi Dtnyar Medhora DhrubaLahkar Narendid Hdw^ Bisw<Dit Paiidd Abu Mohammad 
Musa Shavya S Raguram N M Purabia Mary Mekala Vishal Bhat^e Joydev Roy Pawan Kumar Prasad Arup Ghush Antrban Ba&dk Krishna Aror j 
^ugataKerr Panhtb Banen^ C^amiSen KanikaPuni KaipeshHithi KS Gopinathan Anangabha&kar Riswal Ranj^ay Singh PratikDhar RK 
Pandurkar Dipankar Bhattacharya Snehangsu Duba Aohisltek Mahx} Te)as Sinha ArlaMishra Rudra Pi alnp Singh subhaclip Sirrar Sanidy Nilavar M 
Radhika Ashok Banariee A Bhattathariee Anita Choudhury Sudeep Mandat Raimsh Gahiot Malaysrcw Bhattirharyyd RishiVasudev Santinu 
Chakraborty RaviH^e BS bndhar Prakhar Chandra Das R Sagatika Surai Kumar Behera Kaushik Barua IJrmi Spnguptd Prakash t handra Roy 
A^ Bhettacharyee F Handas Rame&h Gonsalves Siddharth Kannan Amitdva Ghosh N Muhindro Sinqh AnasuaUutta bC Rajasimha baptai*'hi Paul 
J lernn Nausheen Kaul Tanusree Tulsian Ptaveen Maduram utpai Baruah R Ruesh Mayank Ndrayan Singh Soumya Jyoti De Mnnatmi btngti Biju 
N air AfMmesh Talukdar Bharat Grover Sanjoy Singh Ronnie Guha Abhi)it Baso Qerair Gonulvos Arvtnd Meda Satish Aqarwalt K S Hatiunandan 
SMA Basoer Dhiman Chattopadhy^ Brendan Quinn Arnab Ghosh AnupamBhatia Suchismita Ghosh Jaideep Mukher|pe bandipKi Bose VS 
^Qil Debasis Mitr& Arun3hBndary Shankar Tatia Blester Sarvgma Jacob Chorian SaiiayKumai Bose 



















PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


I T seems as though 
the remedy to 
tackle Gazza’s 
constant tantrums 
has presented itself: 
Put mm up for sale! 
Unfortunately, this 
might mean making 
Gary Lineker a 
scapegoat out of the 
whole business 
The situation on the 
whole is not a happy 
one Lineker and 


FOR SALE! FOR SALE! 


Messrs Gazza and Lineker 



Lineker paying the price foi Gazra's fame 


Gazza may soon 
become part of 
soccer’s slave market 
as Tottenham 
Hotspur, the English 
first division club for 
which they play, puts 
up the transfer lists 


Havmg announced 
losses of over £2.6 
million ($4 94 
nullion), the club 
reported a deficit 
after tax of £1.3 
million ($2.47 million) 
upto May last year 


The directors of 
Tottenham Hotspur, 
in their bid to 
eliminate 

loss*making activities 
and trim overheads, 
checked out what 
each player is worth. 
And were pleasantly 
shocked to find out 
that Gazza alone can 

fetch at least £6 

million ($11.4 million) 
in the international 
soccer bazaar 


While that Itself 
could pull them out of 
the red, Linekar too 
may be made into a 
scapegoat as the club 
looks to put 
themselves in the 
financial clear And 
maybe, just maybe, 
they would be only 
too glad to see Gazza 
go. 




■:S. 
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IjE LEBRATED lynciat 
VTun Rice had prob- 
atdy never met Alexey 
Imiev before he wrote 
his hit-musical Cheaa If 
he had met the Russian 
chess player. Rice would 
never have thoug^ht of 
associating the board 
game with showbiz All 
this may sound too 
harsh on Dreev, espe¬ 
cially coming for one 
who 18 as clued up about 
chess as our Up pradban 
majitri Devi is about 
LedZepplin But the bot¬ 
tom line was that Dreev 
was an awful bore A 
sure cure for msomnia 
In Madras, Uust week, I 
risked going to see our 
young chess wizard V 
Anand take on the big 
bore of Russia Risk, I 
say, because being 
accustomed to the eqpia- 
tion that sport equals 
action. I was afraid of 
my reaction to sitting in 
complete silence for sue 
hours watching two 
men occasionaly move 
some ivory acroas a che- 
queied board 
By the end of the day 
not only did I find that 
the Rook moved 
straight, the Bishop di¬ 
agonally (one would 
have expected the 
Bishop to be ‘straught*) 
and the Queen as she 
pleases (naturally), but I 
had actually found my¬ 
self appreciating the 
game Except, of course, 
when Dreev sat statue- 
like, chin resting on 


m 


hand, pondering his 
next move as if it were as 
important as George 
Bush contemplatmg the 
use of nuclear warfare 
against Saddam Hus¬ 
sein 

And Anand. on the 
other hand, was hkd an 
over anxious teenager 
playing his favourite 
video game, desperately 
waiting for the game to 
be over to check his 
score The repeated 
blinking of the ejres, the 
constant fidget in the 
chair, the occasional 
glance at his mother sea¬ 
ted opposite m the first 
row All signs that could 
be mistaken for lack of 
concentration. but in 
fact had a lot to do with 
eagerness, enthusiasm 
and, more importantly, 
confidence 

Dreev’s long bouts of 
meditation not only irri¬ 
tated the audience, but 
even bugged Anand 
Often, Ai^d would not 
know what to do with 
himself while Dreev 
went into one of his stu¬ 
pors Sometimes Anand 
would shp out mto the 
lawn alongside the hall 


to take a qmet walk m 
sohtude Only to return 
and find Dreev stdl sit¬ 
ting motionless The 
only tune Dreev saw that 
same lawn, was when he 
took a few seconds off 
for a smoke Of course 
Anand had made his 
move by the time 
Dreev had reached for 
his cigarette packet and 
turned his back on the 
table It was an amazing 
contrast in styles As 
contrasting and vaned 
as the two dominant col¬ 
ours m ftont of them 
Two young men. flum 
two totally different 
backgrounds, with a 
totally different outlook 

to the game While de- 

Ivmg into the past. 1 
stumbled across a fasci¬ 
nating and interestmg 
reason for this differ¬ 
ence in attitude and 
style between the Indian 
and the Russian 
The history of chess 
records that one of the 
primary reasons for the 
game’s popularity in 
Russia lay in the very 
lifestyle of the people 
What better than a cosy 
fire place, vodka and a 


Drssv (toft) surrenders to Anand and then goes through the post match formalities 




long-dirawn-qttt board 
game during those typi¬ 
cally oOld Russian sveo* 
ings^ Chess to the Rus¬ 
sian was a lifestyle more 
than a sport And siAoe 
you had the entire even¬ 
ing to while away, why 
not take your tune about 
things' Dreev must 
surely be a deeoendaat 
of this lifestyle 

Anand. on the other 
hand, played a great 
deal of hia early chess at 
the Tal Club m Madras 
Set up by India's first 
International Master, 
Manuel Aaron, together 
with the USSR Informa¬ 
tion Service, the club is 
considered one of the 
best nurseries of Indian 
chess With facilities 
being inadequate in the. 
club’s earher days, and 
the demand for the 
game, espeoiaUy among 
the younger generation, 
onanupewmg, the club 
had a serious problem 
on its hands It was not 
possible to give a game 
to ASLcb and avary mem¬ 
ber who turned up to 
play The solution was 
simple A member could 
make use of a table and 
the board for a max- 
imiun of five minutes 
only, whether he could 
fimsh or not It was 
under these conditions 
of 'Active chess’ that 
Anand developed his su¬ 
perior speed play 
If one were to caloulate 
the tune the two players 
took to make moves, 
during the match at 
Madras, the ratio would 
work out to something 
like 3 1 That is. for ev¬ 
ery one move Dreev 
made, Anand made 
almost three in that 
same time span 
No wonder, that along 
with the obvious joy, 
there was relief on many 
a face at Madras’TVidmit 
Hotel when Anand sent 
the Russian packing in 
eight days flat. 

Alexey Iksev was sent 
taaiflc to those long Rus¬ 
sian winter evenuigs to 
t eoxitsihplata h«| psxt 
move f 









Hospitalisation expenses, 
especially after retirement 
diflicult to bear. 


are cunicmt to pear. 
Thatis why I will start 
providing for them, now! 


Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



mm 


BHAVISHYA 

AR©GYA 


After rcDrement, hospiulisauon expenses can 
dram the hunilvofits hard earned savmgs Thans 
why you should start prepanng now to tace anv 
eventuality 

GICs new umquc UIIAVISHYA 
ARQCfYA can indeed prove to be your 
support m tunes ot need 

You pay premium in afibrdabk annual 
instalments duni^ your working life 
AndBHAVISHYA A RWGYA provides you 
with hospitalisanon/domiciliarv ho^italisanon 
expensesuptoRs 50,0(X)feirthercstofyourlife, 
fitun the rcnicnKnt age you have $eto 
The Imut per illness, Iwwever, IS Rs 20,000 


I ht rtrircmcnt age sclcacd b\ vou could be 

anv age hmv« n \earv and vear\ 

\ou can increase the benefit amount ot 
Rs 50 000 in multiples of Rs 10,000 b\ paving 
additional proportionate premium 
Premiujn van* ^ \Mth age at entn and 
retirement age seitt ted bv >ou 
(Please refer premium table) 

Whar’s more, there is no need for a mcUical 
check-uo h\ cn a statement of health is not 
required 

In case sou ish to ss ithdrass trom the 
^herrt or should the unforeseen happen to vou, 
a substaiitial portion of the premium paid will be 
refunded to s ou/>our assignee provided no claim 
has been made til) then _ 

ANNUAL PREMIUM (in Rs) per Rs 50,000 smn insured 
_ INDlCATIVf TABLE _ 

Vo* fjim Retirement Age (Running Age) 

Corniced 

Vesn 55 Sn 5'' SS SV 60 

ir 41 38 35 U 

31 88 81 6M 59 

44 426 I'll 338 403 273 24 ” 

SO 1335 1073 889 7Si 648 S64 

55 _- isr 

Odc nine iump tun) pfcnuum pavmcnr taubrv a) < atjiliblr 

Annual prtnuum UptoRs 3,000 is exempted 
from Income Tax under Secnon SOD Group 
schemes with discount are ate avadabk for 
corporate diems 

Some of the other household/personal 
insurance schemes for you 
Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitaltsanon 
apenses for self and family 



OVERSFAS MEDICLAIM to cover emergenev 
medical npensek in foreign eirhange while 
travelhng abroad 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHFNSIVE to 
cover loss against fiic, hghtnmg, floods, nots, 
strikes, burglar), etc 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNITY^ to cover 
agamst legal habilm for lawyers, doaors, 
accountants and others 

PERSONAI ACCIDENT to cover disabilities 
or death due to accidents 

For more mformatfon contact any office of our 
operating companies in your locality 




GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

tndustnal Assuranc« Buikkng Churchqate Bombay^OO 020 
Operating Companies 


NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


THE ORIENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


UWTEO INDIA INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


A K&WAUr/BBDO aiCS26D 








Park Avenue 
Men’s Toiletries 







The Aussies lake the Ashes 
and head for the 
Carlbhean to battle tor 
ultimate 

supremacy in world 
cricket 
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VOICES 


"You ctn’t stop him 
(GUtcoIgne). Wo n eeded 12 men 
out thorn, but evm If wro had put 
aomoone on Mm he would sUll 
have done the things he did. He is a 
apodal player and you wouldn't 
want that t]^ of talent to be loot 
from England.** 

BRIAN HORTON, Oxford Unrted's 
manager after Qazza scored thrice 
m the 4*2 drubbing they got from 
Tottenham Hotspur in the FA Cup 


‘1 enjoy speaking to kids. If you 
can tap into thtir minds early, 
they can focus on what they 
want to do, tvtn though It’s 10 
years down the road. You can 
give them something to ahoot 
for.” 

JACKIE JOYNER KERSEE, on a 
programme to help children in 
sports and provide them with a role 
model, This programme also aims 
at providing income to past and 
present Olympians. 



"Once I start playing a tew more 
toumamenta, If I have a good 
day aoason, maybe I can start 
challenging Becker and Edbarg 
once again. 

IVAN LENDL, on his chances to 
regain the No 1 spot 

"When my career ic over I will be 
able to tell my kids I fought at 
Madison Square Garden" 

SUGAR RAY LEONARD, on his 

first professional appearance in 
New York, against Terry Norris 

"None of us know whether we 
will survive or In what form. Our 
main preoccupation now is 
finance. The unoertainity has 
made our work extremely 
dtfficulL” 

BEATE WINKER, director of the 
Werner Seikherbinder sports 
school, one of the 25 institutions 
that impart training to over 10,000 
young talents now on the verge of 
closure, after the unification of 
Germany 
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“When you’re not so well 
known, you have to antertain 
people, to give people their 
money’s worth. Now that people 
know me, they come to see me 
ptey, and see some good 
clothes.” 

ANDRE AGASSI, on his 
flamboyant image. 


"When players do something 
wrong, a furore It created and 
punishment Is quickly meted 
out Now the offlcMs have 
bungled and not only the 
playwre but the rest of the 
cricket lovers era watching what 
the board officlala do to their 
own oomradas^n^Hins.” 

SUNIL GAVASKAR, on the feud 
that erupted during the Ranii 
Trophy match at Delhi 



















fi Pste Sampras file 
Vpmingest winner of 
the US Open is Mr Coed 
beosnse Cams and 
' Hortune Imrant afSeotad 
thaUliBsfyleorfliis 
19 -yaar<old champion. 


1 ^Bordair'sbandaf 
I raoneny men call fhe 

•hot* Dtfwn Trader M 
Australia drub England 
a-O in the Aahes aeries. 
]■ this the best team in 
the world nosr? How will 
’ they fare against the 
mighty West hidieS? 

A A Davis Cup. India 
Hf^tva Thailand, 
Bangkok. India went 
into the tie with most of 
the players recovering 
from injury but that 
didn't stop them from 
giving the Thailand 
players a taste of defeat. 
Robit Brijnath reports 
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PROFILE 


PFTF <iAMPRAS 



Pete Sampras is 19 and so gosh-dam mature 

and rich and un^fected by fame you want to 


scream. So go ahead. Pete’s just out there to win... 


P ETE SAMPRAS was 

blushing The 18-year-old 
was sitting in the lobby 
bar of the Intercontinental 
Hotel m Miami during the 
Lipton International 
Players Championships m March 
last year and the waitress, havmg 
just served him a soda, looked at 
him with a gleam m her eyes and 
asked, "Hey, are you one of those 
jumor tennis players’" 

“Do I look that young’” 

Sampras answered the question 
with one of his own "Yeh,” replied 
the waitress, “like 15 or 16 " “God, 
and I didn't even shave this 
morning.” Sampras mused 
"Scruffed beard and everything 
and 1 still look hke a kid ” 

This was not the first time that 
Sampras had been the object of 
flirtation Followmghis 
quarterfinal match at the Bbel 
U S Pro Indoor m Philadelphia 
one month earlier (a tournament 
he went on to win), Sampras was 
presented with a rose and a kiss 
I by some girls seated courtside 
I After agreeing to pose for a 
picture, Samoras hurriedly 
I retreated to the locker room. 

I admittmg later, “I'm not worried 
about girls screaming at me, I'm 
just out there to win" 

AKLIER last year, Sampras 
was just A member of the tennis 
Track Pack, another blade runner 
trymg to beat his contemporaries 
to the fmish Ime He was happy to 
do so m relative obscurity 
But now, at age 19, Sampras is a 
U S Open champion and 


world No 5 And as his 
17-year-old sister Manon 
explained 48 hours after Pete had 
exterminated Andre Agassi in 
straight sets at Flushing 
Meadows, “Now the phone doesn’t 
stopnngmg Mostly we keep the 
answering machine on But one 
man called saying he'd made a bet 
and wanted to know what ethmc 
background we are (Greek) Then, 
some girl called and said, 'I love 
you. Pete.'and hung up She 
didn’t even leave her name I just 
wonder if she loves him because 
he’s good-looking, because he’s a 
good tennis player or because he's 
makmg a lot of money ” 

Fame is a new experience for the 
Sampras family Sister Stella, a 
21-year-old semor at UCLA who 
won the NCAA doubles title in 
1988, was so emotional after Pete 
won the Open that when he called 
home a couple oS hours after the 
final she could barely blurt out 
her congratulations 
“I was crymg on the phone,” 
says Stella “I think 1 was more 
excited than he was You know 
Pete, he’s just so calm and laid 
back He just said, ‘Hey Stella, 
how’re doin’’’ I was the one who 
couldn’t talk ljust kept thinking 
about all those years when we 
played together as juiuors and 
how hard we both worked Now it 
had all paid off ” 

OTESRK^ (known to his friends 
as Sam) Sampras knew very 
bttle about tenms when he, his 
wife Georgia, and their four 
children were hving m Potomac, 










Maryland, m the seventifie But he 
did reoogiuee the athletic atnhty 
in his youngest sem "When Pete 
was 3 years old,” says his father, 
"be could both throw and kick a 
ball m a perfect straight line I 
didn’t know that Pete would play 
tennis, but I knew he was an 
above'Sverage athlete ” 

Contrary to some pubhshed 
reports, Sam did not uproot his 
family to California m search of 

■4eniU8 Utopia. The truth is. both a 
job change and the lure of warm 
weather caused the Sampras 
family to pack up during the 
summer of 1978 and drive 
crosscountry to Rancho Patos 
Verdes, home to a couple of other 
aspiring tennis greats named 
Ehot Teltscher and Tracy Austm 
"The only tennis Pete and I had 
played was against the basement 


"Whan Pete was a 
three-year-oW”, says 
his father, "he could 
both throw and kick a 
ball in a perfect straight 
line. I didn’t know that 
Pete would play tennis, 
but I knew he was an 
above-average 
athlete.” 


wall and at the local high school 
tennis courts m Potomac,” 
explains Stella When we g^t out 
here, we joined the Peiunsula 
Racquet Club and we all started 
taking lessons 

While all the Sampras children 
played it was Pete who showed 
the most proimse—as well as 
shades ol a temper that today’s 
Observers would never believe was 
ever part of his makeup "Siue, 
Pete got upset,’ says Stella, who 
practised with her brother until 
he simply got too good for her 
"We used to accuse each other of 
cheating all the tune lhadtohave 
my father there so Pete wouldn’t 
get upeet or fool around I’m sure 
he hated losing to a girl, 
especially his sister” 

"I do remember one tune when 
Pete threw a racket at the fence 





My father told him if he ever did 
that a^ain he wouldn't be allowed 
to play anymore." 

Sampras’ parents never forced 
their son towards a pro career. “It 
was Pete who said he needed a 
coach," recalls his father. “I didn't 
know enoug^h about the sport to 
teach it. so all 1 could do was 
monitor the other teachers." And 
there were plenty of them; one, it 
seems, for each stroke in Pete's 

arocnol. Robert Laixedorp started 

him off in Los Angsles, but after 
two years he was traded in for 


Sampras will probably 
never have Agassi^s 
flash or Bedker^s 
bravado, *'1 don’t even 
plan to throw my shirts 
or my racket into the 
crowd,” he says. 



footwork speolalist Del Little and 
the man wlto was to become Pete’s 
stroke technician and mentor, 

Pete Fischer, a pediatrician at the 
Kaiser Foundation in Bellflower, 
California, who teaches tennis on 
the side. 

‘Tete Fischer taught me how to 
play the game,” says Sampras, 
whose style changed dramatically 
from baseliner to 
serve-and-voUeyer when, at age 
14, hA shAd his beloved 
two-handed backhand. ”He taught 
me how to serve and volley, he 
taught me strategy. He didn’t 
teach me strokes—-I already had 
those—but he was very smart. He 
has like a 190 IQ and 1 have to give 
him a lot of credit for helping 
develop my game." 

Sampras and Fischer split up 
moi« than a year ago, partly 
because Pete needed someone to 
travel with him full-time, but also 
because the elder Sampras was 
growing concerned that his son 
was becoming too dependent on 
his coach. "I wanted Pete to be 
strong and not rely on someone 
else,” says Sam. ”A lot of kids have 
their mothers and fathers 
travelling with them all the time, 
but I try not to bother him.” 

"You really can't tell Pete what 
to do,” adds Sam, who resisted 
getting on a plane when his son 
reached the later rounds of the 
Open; instead, he took his wife to 
the movies during Pete’s semifinal 
victory over John McEnroe and 
for a walk through the mall 
during the championship win 
over Agassi. "He’s got his own 
mind and he’s got to realise what 
his weaknesses are. It’s like being 
an alcoholic. You can’t do 
anything about your problems or 
your life until you realise thmn 
yourseir.” 

Another leaaon the Samproe 
parents try not to coddle their star 
child is because of their other 
childrmi. There were some tense 
moments when eldest son Gus, 
now 22 and a recent graduate of 
Long Beach State, and daughter 
Marion were not given their fair 
ahare on the family attention 
meter. "When we were young it 
was kind of hard on everyone,” 
admltaStella. whosayaber 
brother has iniq>ired her to tiy the 









pro tour after her cx>Uege 
graduation “Pete and I 
were travelling all over and 
winning trophies and my parents 
didn’t really realise that there was 
some jealousy on the part of my 
older brother and yoimger sister 
1 think it affected Ous the most 
because he had to take us around 
to some of the tournaments before 
1 was old enough to drive But my 
dad just told him, ‘One day Pete's 
gouig to neip you,' and ne has 
Now Gus and Pete are really 
close ” 


Doth Sampras and Fischer 
^Yagreed it would be best for Pete 
to oontmually play “up” in the 
juiuors, sacnflcing a top ranking 
(he did reach the final of the USTA 
National IBs in 1987 before losing 
to Michael Chang) to further 
develop his game—particularly 
the 120-mph serve that dehvered 
100 aces during the Open And 
mstead of practising with his 
fellow jumors, Sampras accepted 
an invitation to spend a week with 
the world's best, Ivan Lendl. 
eharmg a practice court, takmg 


partinhis vrorkouts and 
watching his matches during the 
'88 Nabisco Masters in Madison 
Square Garden 

"The guy practically killed me." 
says Sampras, who once called 
Lendl “the La^ Bird of tennis 
because he doesn't have much 
talent, isn’t very flashy, but works 
mcredibly hard ” (Sampras also 
dubbed McEnroe “Magic Johnson, 
because he can do anything he 

wants and Ims mopsdiblo toupli 

**Len(il had me bikmg: 20 miles a 
day. talking to me about discipline 



“Now the phone 
doesn’t stop ringing. 
Mostly we keep the 
answering machine 
on...Some girl called 
and said, iloveyou, 
Pete/ and hung up. 
She didn’t even leave 
her name. I |ust 
wonder if she loves him 
because he’s 
good-looking, because 
he’s a good tennis 
player or oecause he’s 
making a lot of 
money.”--Pete’s sister 
Stella 


and workmg hard and practising 
until I couldn’t walk home Ill 
never forget that ’’ 

By early 1988, after reaching 
the third roimd of the Newsweek 
Champions Cup m Indian Wells, 
California (beating Telscher and 
Ramesh Knshnan), Sampras h«>rt 
decided to turn pro His ranking 
at the time was 311 By the end of 
that year he had cracked the top 
100 But It wasn’t until late 
August '89 that people other tbiin 
those closest to Sampras knew he 
had star potential It was there, on 
the third mght of the US Open, 
that Sampras upset defending 
champion Mats Wilander in live 
sets in the second round 
“I just couldn’t gst over it,” 
recalls Sampras "Iremember 













dnvmsr back to the hotel around 
nudiufirht and I just couldn't 
believe that I was etill in the 
toumament I mean, everyone 
expected me to loae It wasn't so 
much beating' Wilander as it was 
that I was m the third round ” 

By the start of lastyear, 
Sampras had risen to No Slmthe 
world Then he went down to 







Australia, reached the 
quarterfinals m Sydney (beating 
fourth-aeeded Tim Mayotte) and 
the fourth round of the Australian 
Open 

A month later Sampras defeated 
Andres Gomez m the Philadelphia 
final, buta hip flexor ihjury 
suffered during the Lipton 
tournament forced Pete off the 


tour for almost two months He 
returned m time to wm a 
grass-court event m Manchester, 
England, but was felled m the 
first round at Wimbledon 
serve-and-volley specialist Chnsto 
vanRensburg “It took a couple of 
weeks to get over [Wimbledon] 


Says good friend Jim 
Courier, “Pete’s got 
this grin, like the Joker 
whose mouth comes 
up on both sides. It’s 
really pretty funny.” 


because that was the toumament I 
was really gearing up to do well 
m,” admits Sampras, who has 
always placed the All England 
Championships above his own 
national toumament “It was my 
biggest letdown of the year “ 

P ETIE says he doesn't need 
ansrone else with him on the 
road, except for coach Joe Brandi, 
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brother Qus, or maybe a friend 
like Jim Courier, whom he worked 
with earlier last year at the Nick 
Bollettieri Tennis Academy in 
Bradenton. Florida, and with 
whom he has won several pro 
doubles titles. 

“The best thing about Pete,” 
says Courier, “is that he’s so loose 
and nothing seems to phase him 
rm high-strung and Pete’s so 
lackadaisical, like the Rubberband 
Man He's helped me loosen up 
and 1 think I’ve kind of helped him 
tighten up 

“Pete and 1 have had some great 
times,” adds Courier. “I remember 
once when we were down in 
Tampa, Florida, we went to the 
Malibu Grand Pnz racetrack It 
was so hot and we were sweatmg 
as we were gomg around, like 18 
laps At one pomt I’m Bitting in 
the pit stop and here comes Pete 
whipping around the comer Just 
as he gets near me he does a 360 
[degree spin] I was nervous but 
he was just grinning the whole 
way He’s got this Batman gnn. 



ylcnow, like the Joker whose 
mouth comes up on the sides It’s 
really pretty funny ” 

Sampras may gnn like the 
Joker, but he looks more like a 
younger version of the actor 
Robbie Benson. Still, more often 
than not, he prefers to play the 
straight man. When told at the 


Open that President Bush called 
Andre Agassi and not him before 
the final, a stunned jret bemused 
Sampras said, “The President? I 
didn't even know that. My phone 
was off the hook.” Or when he was 
asked what he would do with the 
$350,000 first prize, he 
dead p anned, “I’m going to throw a 
surprise cocktail party for the 
media.” 

Sampras will probably never 

have Agaasi’s flash or Becker's 
bravado, (“I don’t ever plan to 
throw my shirts or my rackets 
into the crowd,” he says), and 
sometimes you want to shake him 
just to see if he reaUy is so 
gosh-dam mature. But at age 19. 
Pete Sampras has already 
travelled pretty far by himself and 
sees no reason to stop now. 

“Tennis is a job," he says, not 
sounding at all blase “Tte tennis 
tour IB like your office That’s 
where I make my living I just 
happen to do it at a very young 
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THE ASHES SERIES 
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THE BEST 



A convincing 3-0 margin 
from the five-Test series 
establishes Australia’s 
superiority over 
arch-rivals England 


I HREE 

months after his 
squad hrst arrived m 
Australia, England 
captain Graham Gooch 
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Border now looks ahMd 
to the bottle of them 
all..,aoalnst West Indies 

is making no bones 
about his feelings after 
yet another disastrous 
Ashes tour Australia, 
eager to prove the point 
of supremacy after the 
1080 drubbing of 
England on Enghsh 
soil, has repeated the 
feat here 

With Allan Border’s 
men winning the fmal 
Test of this flve-Test 
senes in Perth, the 
Ashes have been 
retained with a 3^ 


margm and the threat 
posed by England’s 
new-look side has been 
neutralised fairly 
savagely England now 
travels across the 


MuOnlla, 

enertt 

vomlte 

mMttf 

srnmaet 

attofiltB 


Mitlagef 
EnlMon 
English soil, 
hasteonM 
^leat 


Tasman Sea to take on 
New Zealand, while 
Austraha, buoyed by 
new-found conhdence, 
will fly to the Cambean 
to take on the West 
Indies 

Even before the 
current series ended, 
Gooch made his feelings 
known to the rest of the 
world Tm gutted, 
really disappointed At 
the end of each day, I 
feel really responsible I 
failed to get the best out 
of my players and have 
been unable to motivate 
them sufficiently We 
have to And people who 

















Gower’s comeback to 
form wasn't enough tor 
England 

really want to play for 
England people who are 
willing to play their best 
at all times It’s not that 
much to ask 
“I know we Ve oopped 
some flak at home 
during this tour but the 

bottom line le thot we’ve 

deserved It all At times 
we have been unable to 
concentrate for the 
whole SIX hours that 
makes up a day of 
international cricket 
and that boils down to 
poor discipline from the 
players on the fieljd 
“And at the end of the 
day it’s those players 
who will sufter They 
won t make it—and 
they’ve only got 
themselves to blame On 

PATRICK EAOAn 



“I'mtutM, 

nan 

disnnned. 

Mttheeail 

afeaehiajf, 

Itealnan 

nmasiue” 


this tour we have simply 
sat back and gone 
through the motions 
“The Australian team 
spirit is precisely the 
spirit I have been trying 
to find, but haven’t seen 
m some of our players 
Even a 3-0 victory m 


New Zealand would not 





















David Boon was the most 
prolific scorer for 
Australia 

whfcther they are giving: 
their best. Certainly it’s 
fair to say a lot of 
players’ careers will be 
on the line.” 

Gooch himself 
performed 

magnificently during 
this series, compiling 
426 runs in the Tests at 
an average of 53.25, 
despite being hampered 
by a serious hand 
injury. Yet the England 


captain had reason to be 
disappointed with his 
team-mates, claiming 
that this was the worst 

fielding eido he ha.d ever 

been associated with, in 
any class of cricket. 

Yet England was not 
without its classic 
batsmen. David Gower, 
who top-scored in both 
innings of the first Test, 
then scored centuries in 
the second and third 
Tests. The presence too, 
of Allan Lamb and 
hard-hitting Robin 
Smith should have 


“Caiaittir 
It’sUilrW 
sat B Met 
Haters’ 
careers wUI 
teeettie 
llm”...Seech 


runs m the second 
innings. In the 
Melbourne Test, they 
lost nine wickets for just 

40 rune in the second 

innings. In Adelaide, 
seven Test wickets fell 
for 69 runs and in the 
final Test in Perth, eight 
wickets fell for a paltry 
53. 

For Australia, grit 
and fortitude paved the 
way to victory when 
natural talent faltered 
(and it did not falter 
often). The batting was 
consistent and when the 




Mike Atherton 5 10 1 279 31.00 105 1 1 5 

Robin Smith 5 10 2 236 29.75 58 0 2 2 

Wayne Larkins 3 6 0 141 23.50 64 a 2 1 

Alec Stewart 5 10 0 224 22.40 91 0 2 6 

Jack Russell 3 5 1 77 19.25 30* 0 0 9 1 

Chris Lewis 1 2 0 34 17.00 20 0 0 1 

Philip DeFreKas 3 6 1 77 15.40 45 0 0 0 

Qiadstone small 4 o i 4z b.4o 15 0 0 5 

Phil Tutnell 4 6 4 13 6.50 8 0 0 1 

Angus Fraser 3 5 0 27 5.40 24 0 0 1 

Devon Malcoim 5 7 1 27 4.50 1 0 0 0 

Eddie Hammings 1 1 0 0_ o.oo 0 0 0 1 



Chris Lewis 15 0 58 3 19.33 3/29 0 0 

Angus Fraser 143 31 3ii 11 28.27 6/82 0 1 

Philip OeFreitas 11 3.3 22 318 10 31.6O 4/56 0 0 

Eddie Hammings 73 16 199 6 33.16 3./94 0 0 

Graham Gooch 23 5 69 2 34.50 i/23 0 0 

Phil Tufnell 140 45 345 9 36.33 5/61 0 1 

Devon Malcolm 223.5 42 665 I6 41.56 4/128 0 0 

Gladstone Small 149 33 424 9 47.11 3/34 0 0 

Phil Newport 20 0 76 1 78.00 1/56 0 0 

Mike Atherton 15 2 70 0 0 00 


top order failed to get 
going, the middle order 
propped up the innings, 
unlike England 
Greg Matthews, 
recalled midway 
through the series after 
three seasons in the 
wilderness, promptly 
took control of the 
situation when things 
looked bleak for 
Australia and reeled of a 
century to save his side. 
Matthews then 
established himself once 
more as a key member of 
the side and will travel 
to the West Indies as one 
of the senior players 
Among other 
comebacks, the? lanky 
West Australian Bruce 
Reid returned to first 
class cricket just to lest 
out his back, severely 
irXjued last season. His 
first match back for the 
state side was a success 
and Reid was picked for 



Chris Lewis did his bit 


with the ball for England 


but... 


\ 



the Melbourne I'est, 
whereupon he became 
one of a select band of 
men to take 13 wickets 
against England in a 
single Test. 

Also making his 
return was fast bowler 
Craig McDermott, 
whose attitude and will 
were often criticised on 
past appearances for his 
country. McDermott, 
having spent two years 
on the sidelines without 
playing a Test match, 
promptly weighed in 
with 42 runs witn tne 
bat when his country 
needed it most, and then 
charged in with venon to 
take eight wickets for 97 
runs in a single innings. 

But the most pleasing 
aspect of the series for 
Australia, in the wake of 
the dropping of Steve 
Waugh, who had 
struggled for runs, was 
the confident form of his 
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BowHig 



OVERS 

MDNS 

RUNS 

WKTS 

AVOE 

BB 

10W 

5W 

Bruce Reid 

180.1 

49 

432 

27 

^ 16.00 

7/51 

1 

2 

Craig McDermott 

97.4 

12 

360 

18 

20,00 

8/97 

1 

2 

Merv Hughes 

142.1 

38 

365 

15 

24.33 

4/37 

0 

0 

Terry Alderman 

148.5 

33 

428 

16 

26.75 

6/47 

0 

1 

Greg Matthews 

169 

51 

422 

.7 

60.28 

3/40 

0 

0 

Allan Border 

26 

6 

62 

1 

82.00 

1/37 

0 

0 

Steve Waugh 

40 

15 

103 

1 

103.00 

1/7 

0 

0 

Carl Reckemenn 

28.5 

5 

109 

0 





Mark Waugh 

4 

1 

13 

0 









The Waugh factor! Steve 
and Mark (right) 


twin brother Mark. The 
younger of the twins by 
only a few minutes, 
Mark Waugh has been a 
prolific scorer for three 
seasons in county 
cricket as well as 
Sheffield Shield cricket. 
As a one-day cricketer 
too he has shown great 
promise in the 
Australian squad. 

But it was as his 

brother’s successor that 

he really shone, 
becoming only the 15 th 
Australian to score a 
debut century with such 
elan that his twin 
brother is going to have 
to do everything he can 
to win back a place in the 
side that is keen to 
topple the West Indies. 

IWmIsI Mil Mb Bi II II 

UHVIQ 







I 


W E will have to wait for the 

ghosted memoirs to find out 
what happened in the England 
dressing room during the 
tea time interval of the first da^ 
of the last Test at Perth But 
given past pjerformanoe and the awful leality of 
what happened thercattcr, it is not hard to guess 
what Micky Stewart, the England team manager, 
said ‘Good luck lads, you know what to do ’ 
Unfortunately, the current England team do 
not know what to do Tliey need to be told, to be 
managed 

The conversation that should have taken place 
would have been along the following lines “We’re 


THE ENGLAND CRICKET TEAMl 



SIUIME& 

SCANDAL 

IT SEEMS LIKE IT’S THE END OF THE ROAD FOR ENGLAHD’S MIS-MANAGERS 





tt will b* a pity If Gooch 
faces the music for the 
England debacle or If he 
chooses to take the rap. 
The gentlemen to Marne 


T71, w 


Inset) and Dexter 



In Australia it 
has all gone 
wrong again. 
It has been a 
tour dogged 
by bad luck, 
but also by 
bad 

management. 
Lush had 
found it 
difficult to get 
players 
proj^rly 
dressed and in 
the right place 
at the right 



in a strong position. But let’s not spoil it. Let’s not 
do ansrthing stupid. We must play ourselves in 
n £^in and make sure that this session is better 
than the last, which was better than the first. 

This is only the first day of the match. There is 
lots of time. Let’s try to lose no wickets before the 
close.” 

What happened, of course, was that the 
England vice-captain strode back to the wicket, 
tried to pull a ball from McDermott in the very 
first over, an absurdly ambitous stroke, and was 
caught. Twelve overs later, England, who had 
stood at 212 for three at tea, were all out for 244. 
The next day, Australia did the opposite: fight to 
save an innings from a poor start. 

A round the management of the England 
team there is the smell of decay, of a 
regime that is playing out time. The word 
is that Stewart and Peter Lush, the tour manager, 
are on their last tour. The position of Ted Dexter 
as chairman of the England committee is also 
open to question. 

'The team are tired and beaten. Middle and 
late-order batting collapses betoken culpable 
selection as well as a lack of fighting spirit. 
Immature attempts by the players to have a little 
fun on a joyless tour have given sustenance to the 
scandal-mongering section of the press corps. 

The application of discipline lurches from the 
blind eye to the big stick. Even the 
loyal-by-nature cricket writers, sensing that tliey 
will not have to share future tours with the 
current management, are openly critical. And it 
is an open secret that Lord’s already has a 
replacement management team in mind. 

TTiis time, one hopes, it will not be the England 
captain who is made the scapegoat. Graham 
Gooch’s batting and self-evident commitment 
have enhanced his reputation. Even his tactical 
failings cannot now he used to condemn him 
completely, for under the modern structure of 
England cricket the team manager also bears a 
measure of responsibility in that department. 

The concept of a full-time, football-style team 
manager was accepted by the Test and County 
Cricket Board in the middle 1980s. Such an 
appointment was intended to give continuity, to 
give structure to a professional training and 
Btness regimen, to make the captain’s job less 
onerous. 

In some people’s view, the point was to add 
some brains, something clearly in short supply. 
The idea was that the team manager would deal 
with cricket matters, leaving the tour manager to 
deal with administration, diplomacy, and public 
relations. Together, with the captain, they would 
be responsible for discipline. 

The Lush-Stewart partnership, England’s first 
of its kind, enjoyed a remarkably successful 
honeymoon on the England tour of Australia in 
the winner of 1986-87. Under Stewart’s direction, 
the squad was fitter than before. Stewart and 







Mike Gatting, the captain, shared the same 
tough, no-nonsense attitude Public relations was 
well-handled by Lush whom the press found 
open and co-operative Most important of all, the 
Ashes were won 

But management is only truly tried in 
adversity, and when the fust real test came, Lush 
and Stewart were found wanting The next 
winter Umi , of Pakistan in 1987-88 was one of 
the most ill star red ever undertaken, and its 
repercussiorib are still sorely felt by England The 
previous summer antagonism had developed 
between the two teams, with allegations of 
gamesmanship made by both sides 
The explosion came in Faisalabad when 
Gatting the England captain, was involved in a 
shouting match with the umpire. Shakoor Rana 
Shadcoor Rana who claimed that Gatting had 
abused him and called him a cheat, refused to 
continue the game unless Gatting apologised 
Neither I^ush nor Stewart was able to resolve the' 
situation, and a full day*s play was lost, as well as 
England's chance of levelling the senes 
Not the least disturbing aspect of the affair was 
the weakness of the management, which, while 
appearing to condone Gatting's loss of control, 
did not feel strong enough to pack their bags for 
home Suddenly, their back of stature in the field 
was exposed* 

S TEWART 18 a dedicated, utilitarian man, 
obsessed with fitness but unsuhtle m its 
application He is often likened to a 
sergeant major, the practice field his parade 
ground Indeed, Stewart has always mdentified 
with the infantry, uncomplicated players like 
Gatting and Gooch, whose achievements were 
born of hard work and pugnacity 

Lush, who never played first-class cricket, was 
brought in by Lord’s as a marketing man shortly 
before the first World Cup was held in 1975 In 
that capacity he was remarkably successful. 
playing a prominent part m securing 
sponsorship of Test cricket as well as the 
championship 

But like so many, Lush was promoted away 
from the arena of his talent Gradually, as 
England tried to make their approach more 
professional, it became common for him to visit 
countries that England were due to tour, to make 
the neoesaary arrajigement^ That role led to hia 
elevation to tour manager 
Unfortunately, as his importance increased, a 
tendency towards pomposity became evident, 
particularly m his relations with the Press 
Stewart and Lush, who at first had enjoyed good 
press relations, developed a bunker mentality 
Suspicion, hostility and secrecy were the order of 
the day. along with an inability to distinguish 
between news and sports reporters, between 
tabloids and broadsheets The first reaction to 
any embarrassment was to deny everything, or to 
make no comment, only letting out the truth 


under pressure, and then drop by drop 
It was hoped that the appointment of Dexter as 
the England cricket supremo wi^uld improve 

Alan Lamb was forced to run the five mile 
diatance to the team hotel. He miaaed the next 
two Teste that followed because of Injury. 
(Inset) the team 







matters Dexter quickly ^ew close to Stewart, 
was bnmrrung with ideas and good intentions 
and had a natural instinct for publicity 
But their very first decision, to appoint the 
England captain for the 1989 home senes against 
Australia, went wrong in a display of ultimate 
loyalty to his old lieutenant, Stewart persuaded 
Dexter that Gatting, who had been sacked aftei 
the barmaid affair, should be brought back as 
captain They were overruled by another member 
of the England committee. Ossie Wheatley 
Gower, the compromise choice, enjoyed the 
confidence of Dexter. but not of Stewart whose 
influence he sought to dimmish by returni ng to 
the days when the England captain was 
sovereign But Gower failed on the field as 
England were hammered 


Already the shortcomings of the 
much>heralded Dexter era were revealed Things 
were going badly wrong England resembled a 
rudderless ship The question was where was 
Dexter‘S It was to be oft repeated 
When Gower was not merely deposed, to be 
replaced by Gooch, but eliminated from the team, 
the preparations for the tour of the West Indies 
were put in tram by Stewart This was perhaps 
his finest hour, with each player being given a 
personal fitness regimen, and impressive 
pre-tour coaching sessions at Liileshall 
At first it paid off England acquitted 
tnemseives oriuiantiy to begin with ana wen 
oveiall in the Caribbean, and enjoyed further 
success against moderate New Zealand and India 
last summer 

But in Australia it has all gone wrong again It 
has been a tour dogged by bad luck, but also by 
bad management Lush has found it difficult to 
get players properly dressed and m the right 
place at the right time He failed to impose 
discipline early on and overreacted when trying 
belat^ly to impose his authority 

Stewart has failed too Despite his insistence on 
practice and fitness England’s fielding has been 
woefully short of mternational standards and a 
number of players have broken down The most 
ludicrous example was Lamb’s five-mile run back 
to the team motel m Ballarat just before 
Christmas after scormg a century Lamb 
aggravated a calf injury which had first beon 
sustained on a similar run m Barbados, and 
missed the second and third Test A 
Dexter paid a flymg visit, saw bits of one Test 
and was once seen departing at the tea interval 
The players are said to regard him as a nice fellow 
who does not have the slightest idea wnat is 
going on MikeBrearley once wrote that Dexter 
the captain was “more interested m theories than 
people When the theories became ineffective his 
own interest waned’, and it is difficult to avoid the 
conclusion that the same applies to his present 
position 

Lush’s contract with the TCCB expires in April 
And although Stewart’s contract extends to 
September 1992, they are expected to be replaced 
by Bob Bennett and Keith Fletcher, who are 
running the England A tour of Sn Lanka with 
conspicuous aplomb 

But what of Dexter 9 In the early days of his 
tenure, Dexter was the hands-on leader, paid 
more than C20 000 a year in compensation for 
lost earnings while on England business But 
there appears to be a change of emphasis on the 
part of officials of the TCCB 
W hen inquiries are made of Dexter's 
whi reabouts. the line is that he is oonductmg his 
own business, as if his position was honorary, as 
if the affairs of the England team abroad are not a 
matter for him Could it be. as he himself has 
hinted, that Dexter also faces the chop*^ • 





I T is going to be the Test senes 
that will decide, w'lthout doubt, 
the number one cricketing 
nation in the world, but who 
will wm is not just the only 
question What Australia wants to 
know is not how Merv Hughes 
will cope with the West Indians, 
but how the West Indians will cope 
with Merv Hughes. The Victorian 
big man has had a taste of touring 
lit; Wits ail Instant 
hit, and he is going to need all his 
antics to parade on the islands 
Hughes, a crowd favouiite 
] wherever he plays, is sure to lift 
j the West Indian crowds with his 
antics as well as his cricket. 

In fact, former Australian 
captain Ian Chappell is of the 
opinion that Hughes is going to be 
a vital part of the touring side’s 
success formula. Of Hughes, 
whose face stares down from 
Australian billboards in 
advertisements for power tools 
j with words to the effect “There’s 
nothing like tough tools ”, 
Chappell saysi Two things will 



Merv Hughes: an instant hit wherever he plays 
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DAVID McMAHON previews the 
decide for the final time the 
























Ambrose and Bishop will give the Australian batsmen no respite David Boon: Australia': 


oft-questioned mental attitude has 
not suffered 

The choice of Whitney in the 
touring squad was something of a 
controversy. Whitney made a 
fairy-tale ciebut for his country 
durmg the Ashes series in 1981, 
when Ian Botham wrested the 
Ashes single-handedly from the 
touring Australians. Whitney, 
then an obscure New South Wales 
paceman, was playing the English 
county circuit. Summoned from 
the field during a match, he had 
no idea what awaited him. The 
Australian team, in dire need of a 
replacement, had summoned him 
to join them. Plucked thus from 


obscurity Whitney literally 
walked straight into his first Test. 

Since then, though, he has done 
little of note, playing only a 
handful of Tests, but always 
performing consistently for his 
state. Yet he was picked for the 
Adelaide Test against the West 
Indian side two years ago and 
responded with nine wickets, his 
left-arm guile nullifying the 
tourists'batting strength. Now 
Whitney goes on a full tour, 
despite the fact that the experts 
cautioned against the picking of 
two left-armers (Reid and 
Whitney). Whether he plays the 
first Test will depend on iAjuries, 


bxit as the least-credentialed 
pac^emen in the squad, he is the 
one with the greatest 
psychological advantage against 
the opposing batsmen. 

Border is fortunate to have 
Matthews back in the ranks. 
Matthews is anyone’s equal when 
it comes to courage and 
determination, and his century in 
his comeback Test against 
England this Australian summer 
was proof of his grit. His presence 
in the lower-middle order will help 
steady any sudden collapses, but 
the pressure will be on those key 
men, the openers David Boon and 
Geoff Marsh. Boon, struggling for 
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•‘Wewlllttenrlie 
short of fast 
bowloK. What wo 
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wortd-efass 
halsmott to tako tto 
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BiesX blessing 

form before the Ash^^ sei les, was 
111 danger of losing his place in the 
Austr^ian side, yet he reel€*d olf 
I aore than 500 runs in the aenos 
to top the toui averages and is i 
now looked on aii the man likely to 
lead the assault on the quick I 

bowlers 

Marsh is a bit of a worry, for he 
was in patchy form at home 
during the summer Doan Jones, 
who scored that stirring double 
century when Australia last 
played the West Indies will be 
keen to prove a point, and 
wherever he bats m the order, will 
be just the sort of instinctive 
batsman needed to throw the fast 


Gordon Greenidge: slowing down? 


bowlers off the scent 
One man c an be said to hold the 
key to the sei les Ian Bishop 
lie and (Jut tley Ambrose will give 
the Aui-liaJian batsmen no respite 
,inri it pavR to remembei that oik* 
Male olm Marshall will be 11 (‘re as 
well vei y much the third bow lei 
now but with the sort of guile and 
exper ence (and pace) ihat will 
never allow the Aus^ I aliaiis to 
settle into a comfort ble rhythm 
But, how do the two team stack 
up*^ 1 he West Indies have the 
greater pedigree m batting But 
their leading stars are a bit long in 
the tooth and (if this can ever be 
said atout those beautifully fluent 


batsmen) have little to motivate 
them as they reach the last stage 
mlheii c'aiecrs On the other 
hand the Austr alian batsmen ai e 
still on a high after then 
MincRKROR against England and 
will be looking to revenge the 
attac k that mauled them two 
years ago The West Indies have 
the faster bowlers Auptraiia the 
bowlers with more variety But 
finally the two most intangible 
fac'tors Australia bats further 
down the oi der and is eager to 
prove to the world that it is the 
best cricketing team at present 
But then again the West Indies 
are on home ground • 







Allan Border: 18 


Allan Border, the Australian captain, needs only 18 runs more to complete 9,000 rune in Test 
cricket. He has already become the second highest run-getter in Tests after &inil Qavai^er 
(10,122 runs in 12&Test matches) So Border requires 1138 runs to reach the Little Matter's 

mile-stone 


SEMES 

coMmir 

TEST 

IUHS 

ILO. 

RMS 

Ml 

n 

in 

19 

78-79 

Enoland 

3 

6 

2 

146 

36 60 

60* 

o' 

1 

1979 

Pakistan 

2 

4 

1 

276 

9200 

105 

1 

2 

1979 

India 

6 

12 

0 

S21 

4341 

162 

1 

3 

79-00 

West Indies 

3 

6 

0 

118 

19 66 

54 

0 

1 

79-00 

England 

3 

5 

1 

199 

49 75 

115 

1 

1 

1980 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

2 

395 

13166 

153 

2 

1 

1980 

England 

1 

2 

2 

77 

— 

56* 

0 

1 

1980 

New Zealand 

. 3 

4 

0 

100 

25 00 

45 

0 

0 

1981 

India 

3 

5 

0 

228 

45 60 

124 

1 

1 

1981 

England 

6 

12 

3 

533 

59 22 

123* 

2 

3 

1981 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

0 

84 

16 80 

37 

0 

0 

81-82 

West Indies 

3 

6 

1 

336 

67 20 

126 

1 

3 

1962 

New Zealand 

3 

3 

0 

44 

1466 

38 

0 

0 

1982 

Pakistan 

3 

6 

1 

110 

23 60 

55" 

0 

1 

62-83 

England 

5 

9 

2 

317 

45 28 

69 

0 

3 

1983 

Sri Lanka 

1 

1 

1 

47 

— 

47* 

0 

0 

83-84 

Pakistan 

6 

6 

1 

429 

85 80 

118 

2 

2 

1964 

West Indies 

5 

10 

3 

521 

74 42 

100 * 

1 

4 

84-85 

West indies 

5 

9 

0 

246 

27 33 

69 

0 

1 

1985 

England 

6 

11 

2 

597 

66 33 

196 

2 

1 

1985 

New Zealand 

3 

6 

1 

279 

55 60 

152" 

1 

1 

65-88 

India 

3 

5 

0 

298 

59 60 

163 

1 

1 

1966 

Now Zealand 

3 

5 

1 

290 

72 50 

140 

2 

0 

1986 

India 

3 

4 

1 

245 

81 66 

106 

1 

1 

86-87 

England 

5 

10 

1 

473 

52 55 

125 

2 

1 

1987 

New Zealand 

3 

4 

0 

288 

72 00 

205 

1 

0 

1988 

England 

1 

2 

1 

50 

50 00 

40" 

0 

0 

1988 

Sn Lanka 

1 

1 

0 

88 

88 00 

88 

0 

1 

1988 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

1 

230 

57 50 

113* 

1 

1 

88-89 

West Indies 

5 

10 

2 

258 

32 25 

75 

0 

2 

1989 

England 

6 

9 

3 

442 

73 66 

80 

0 

6 

1989 

New Zealand 

1 

1 

0 

50 

50 00 

50 

0 

1 

1989 

Sn Lanka 

? 

3 

0 

165 

55 00 

85 

0 

2 

1990 

Pakistan 

3 

5 

2 

134 

44 66 

62" 

0 

1 

1990 

New Zealand 

1 

2 

1 

79 

79 00 

78* 

0 

1 

90-91 

England 

5 

7 

1 

281 

46 83 

83" 

0 

3 








uns to reach 9,000 






8.982 

5314 

205 

23 

Nm hi cfisiii tsM fnt 



in 

13 

Tests. 

26 

inns 

in 

27 

Tests, 

48 

inns 

in 

39 

Tests. 

72 

Inns 

in 

57 

Tests, 

99 

inns 

m 

68 

Teats, 

120 

inns 

In 

80 

Tests, 

140 

inns 

in 

91 

Testa, 

159 

mns 

in 

105 

Tests, 

184 

inns 

in 

■ 

120 

Tests, 

206 

inns 

L 

MkalsaOsMBrs 



w in N er mam m iit •« 


29 29 7/48 1 



CsMliy 

Tssiikvsi kMsstfsi 

England 

41 

3115 

Pakistan 

22 

1666 

West Indies 

21 

1479 

India 

15 

1292 

Newzeaiand 

17 

1130 

Sn Lanka 

04 

300 



3 1073 

3 1099 

3 1000 


OMMuy M MIlMiaii 

150* and 1S3 Vs Pakistan, Lahore 3rd Test 1980 

140 and 114* Vs New Zealand, Christchurch, 2nd Test 1966 

RMknt iMMiNi ft—« 

205 against New Zealanri, Adelaide 1987 

Us SISMSIQO) 

105,162,115,150* 163,124,123* 106', 126,118 117*, 100*, 196 146* 152*, 163,140,114*, 106,125,100*, 205, 
113* 

HlH Ql) 

60*. 85,66*, 50,54,61,54,63 58*. 56*, 57 63,64.84.66,53*, 78,55*, 62* 89 83.66.64,54,96*, 98,60*. 69.58, 
83, 71, 66*. 70. 88, 75. 75. 64, 66 60*. 80 65*. 76. 51* 50, 56, 85. 62*. 78* 62 78 83* 

Hi MB k s arias 

521 Vs India, 6 Tests, 1979 
533 Vs England, 6 Tests. 1081 
521 Vs West Inches. 5 Tests, 1984 
507 Vs England, 6 Tests, 1985 

IH MMi h M km Tskt laria 

895 Vs Pakistan, lOBO 
dseVaWsstmdws, 81-82 

ComiM fay HwtpniMtl ClMttop«ihy«y 

II .. . .. . . I I „ . . .. ..I . 














W ITH the resignation of Jhaman 
Lai Sharma, Indian hockey was 
orphaned again The search for a 
national coach was on in full 
swing Even a decade ago, this 
was a prized job And today 
Indian hockey is in such doldrums, that 
contenders were shying away from this coveted 
post 

Jhaman Lai Sharma announced his resignation 
on the last day of the Indira Gandhi international 
tournament This bombshell stung the IHF 
bigwigs For a fortnight, the IIIF made efforts to 
conciliate the Lucknow based Sharma A 1960 
Olympian»Jhaman Lai remained adamant and 
refused to reconsider his decision He felt that the 
players were not motivated or talented enough to 
produce results in international hockey To the 
local dailies he stated that he had resigned as 
there was too much pressure to produce quick 
results He argued that Indian hockey needed a 
long-term plan, with lots of exposure against 
European teams at home and abroad, if standards 
are to improve He felt the federation was only 
interested in short-term measures which were 
hopelesslv futile 

With Jhaman refusing, the IHF was m a 
quandry The crisis was similar to that of last 
year’s when national coach M P Ganesh resigned 
after India finished 10th in the Lahore World 
Cup History was repeating itself Similarly, 
factionalism and lobbying was rampant amongst 
the IIIF officials to decide on the national coach 
The favourite for the coveted post was the 1980 
and 1984 Olympes coach Balkishen Singh Last 
year too Balkishen was considei ed the best man 
for the job However the erstwhile director of the 
Sports Authority ot India fSAF. D K Chatterjee 
had refused to release Balkishen from his 
adminstrative post at the NSNTS Patiala 
In 1990. the IHF indulged in then own 
politicking and manipulations Instead of 
insisting on Balkishen the IIIF suggested the 
name of ex Olympian Udham Singh, for one good 
reason the ll IF president R Prasad was too 
dependent on the Punjab lobby for his re-election 
in January 1990 So Hajkumar and the other 
Punjab officials wanted their own coach namely 
Udham Singh However, the director of the 
Teams Wings of the SAI Mr VK Verma, felt 
that Udham Singh was unfamiliar with the 
nuances ol modern hockey and refused to 
consider the BSF veteran lor the job 
Cedne D’Souza of Bombay is back in favour 
again The IHF has ali eady approached him to be 
the assistant national coac’h However, Cedric has 

Balkishen Singh (first from left): back at the helm 


Turning Back 


After much politicking the Indian 
Balkishen Singh the coach of 
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made his terms clear Dui in^ the Indira Gandhi 
tournament at Delhi he said I must be given 
clearly defined duties and reponsibilities and not 
vague roles like assisting in strategy Cedric has 
the reputation of a thinking coach and would lik^ 
to work with a national coach i eceptive to his 
variety of ideas on defending and conversion of 

penalty corners Cedric has not stated but 

implied that he would accept the lob only if he 
can develop a rapport with the national coach 

The Udham Singh factor was still dominant 
even while Balkishen s name topped the list The 
Punjab lobby would have liked Udham lo be the 
coach Rajkumar probably felt that if Udham was 
made the national coach his sc^n Oundeep Kumcii 
has a gocxl chance of being captain of India With 
Pargat Smgh out of favoui and unlikely to bf 
made skipper again Gundeep Jagbii Singh and 
R P Smgh die the beniormost players and 
favoured for the post 

A dark horse lor tlie post of coach was Sukhbir 
SmghGrewal popularly known as Gaiiy 


If India fails to qualify for 
Barcelona it wifi be like the end of 
an era. The end of a rich legacy. It 
will be the first time since 1928 
that no Indian team will be 
participating in the Olympics 


Sukhbir a toimer India centre forward icsignfd 
fi om the Indian Airlines and nas joint d SAI as a 
hockey coach HehascoiiMdoiableexpeiicncf ui 
training junior players and has bet n m charge of 
the Nehru hex^key tournanK nt surmnei camps 
Since 1988 Gai i y is c onsidti td well vei sed with 
moder n hoc key Ther ^ is a faction in the IIII* 
whic h favoured a total break f i om the post and 
the selection of a yemng national coach Sukhbii 
also haii the SAX backing 

Inam ur Rehman assistai t coach at the J 990 
Beijmg Asiad BMW Tournament and Indira 
Gandhi tournament was also be mg i onsideif d 
for nstic r al coach The Gull an e A/ani faction m 
the IHF ai i:ued that continuity m coaching is 
essenual As Inam has been ith the cu 11 ci j t 
team for nearly a year it was felt he should have 
got the job till the Olympic qualifying 
tou’ nament 

Another candidate wfioso name was talked 
about was Harmeek Singh He has been highly 
praised for the excellent Inilia junioi team he 
prepared for the 1988 World Cup qualifying 











With Jhaman Lai refusing, the IHF 
was in a quandry. The crisis was 
similar to that of last year's when 
national coach M.P. Ganesh 
resigned after India finished 10th 
in the Lahore World Cup. History 
was repeating itself 


rounds VivtkSiiig^h Shakeel Ahmed 
Mohaninifd Aiif Jagdev biiiRh Saiijcjev Kumai 
Mcuk PiUetson and Ashish Bailal came into the 
Vi hen pi lyriig ioi Harmeek s India 
junior It am Hai nie( k had made the India )uniors 
play wjUi a twin c eutxe hall jij a a 4 4 fui iiiatiuu 
and then appioach play had been iinpic&sivt 
M iiiv of his junioi s are now it ^ulais with the 
senioi tfam Harmeek also hdul many supporters 
loi tht prjst of national cOiic h 

Put B ilkishen was the man IHF wanted the 
mosi 1 low f vei t hf re were two pi oblcms 
Fir btly Halkishc n himseli was not too keen on 
the p)o*“t lit wautf d a long ti4m contract while 
the IHl* was think rie m terms of the Olympit 
qualilviiig tour namcnt in Oc tober this year The 
main hitc h was that Halkishen does not want any 
intei ft rcnce from tlu when it c oines to 


There was a move to make a complete break 
with the past and appoint the relatively young 
S S Grewal (in picture) as coach 

selecting and training oi the U am Balki^-hc n 
required this assurance btfoic he accepted the 
job 

Secondly like last year though the IHP wauled 
Balkibhen it wasuptothcbAltoicleasc him 
Last year Balkishen did not gc t the job due to 
factionalism between tht SAl and the national 
sports federations about prepai ations lor the 
Beijing Asiad Howf'ver tilings set med to ha vc 
been sorted out now but it is still too earh to 
speculate on what kind ol compromise the IHf* 
has made with both Balkishen and the SAI 
Neveitheless it was about time the issue of the 
coach was sorted out There are only eight 
months left for Indian hockey lo fat e the 
pxoverbial acid test If India fails to qualify for 
Barcelona it will be like tlu end ol an ei a The end 
of a rich legacy It will be the fir si time sine e 1928 
that no Indian hockey team will be participating 
in the Olympics That would surely be the death 
knell of Indian hockey 
Over to you now Balkishen* 

Novy Kapadia, Dalhi 





QUESTIONS 


I 


I This famous 
Indian chfss 
player was 
illiterate and 
initially worked as 
aservant A 
foreigner on 
spotting his talents 
took him to PJunipe 

where he beat 


many 

grandmaster^^ 
including woild 
champions 
Emmanuel Lasker 
and Capablanca 
Name him 

2 Which 

Australian Test 
cricketei 
represented his 
con nti y at the 
Melbourne 
Olympics in 
hockey‘s 

3 Which Indian 
cricketei latei 
became the 
country’s 
ambassador to 
Holland‘S 

4 Only two 
Indians have 
won four medals at 
the Olympics One 
of them 18 Leslie 
Claudius Who IS 
the other‘s 

5 . With which 
sport IS the 
King George V Cup 
associated^ 


ANSWERS 


1 Sultan Khan 

2 Bnan Booth 

3 Yajuvendra Singh 

4 Udham Sinqh 

b Tennis It is actually the Wimbledon men s 
singles trophy 

6 Table tennis Tne cups are known as the 
Egypt Cup and the Iran Cup 

7 Bernard Hinault 

8 World championships of contract bridge 

9 Chess 

10 John Walker 

11 Sensei 

1 ? Speed and roller skating 

13 A post-season senes of games played 
between the winners of the National and 
American leagues for the championship of 
professional baseball It is a best of seven 

dories 

14 A bet m which pUnters pick the first and second 
place finishers of a race but need not designate 
the order of finish 

15 AnnHaydon She was the Wimbledon 
womens singles champion in 1969 Sho 
reached the finals of the world table tennis 
championships in 1956 and 195 


RATING TEST 


Above 14 Wish you were part of our quiz team 
Between 11 and 14 You are not too bad 
Below 11 Sporfswor/if reading recommended 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
MISS.SARWETPABVEEN. 

QUARTER NO. C/12, 

ROAD NO. 2, 

WATERTOWER QUARTERS 
PATNA-800 001 
(BIHAR) 

All inswpr‘ spnl r bv t uintnbuto* 


6 King Fa'-okh 
of Egypt a id 
King Shah of i ran 
have donated cups 
in the world 
championships of a 
particular sport 
Name the sport 


Only three 
cyclists have 
vvon the famous 
Tour de France 
i«ice five times Two 
of them ai’e Edwin 
Merkx and Jaiques 
Anqultied Name 
the thii d 



8 With which 
sport 18 the 
‘Bermuda Cup’ 
associated'^ 

9 Which sport is 
believed to have 
been invented by 
Havana’s wife, 
Mandodri*^ 

J. t^only athlete 
to have crossed the 
3mins 50 secs 
barriei in the mile 
more than a lOO 
times‘d 

What IS the 


11 


. trainer who 
teax'bes judo or 
kdi ate addressed 
as'^ 

-4 O Figure and 
X ^ lux:key ai e 
two of the four 
types of skating 
What are the other 
two'^ 

■4 O Which 
X O baseball 
c*ompetition held in 
the umted States is 
popularly known 
as woi Id senes’*^ 

■< ^ What in 
X Ahorse racing 
betting terms is a 
quinella'^ 

H pr Who IS the 
X Oonly other 
Wimbltjdon singles 
champion other 
than Fred Perry to 
have reached the 
finals of the World 
Table Tenms 
championships'^ 
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THE SIH-BIN_ 

F IFA, the governing 
body of world 
soccer, ha-s i‘ 0 ]ccted 
the idea of 
introducing a ice 
hoc:keystyle sin-bin 
system into professional 
football. As more 
players attract red 
cards, a nuinner ot 
European managers, 
including Terry 
Venables of Tottenham 
Hotspurs, are keen to 
try out this system. 

But a FIFA spokesman 
said that the idea 
wouldn’t work “It has 
txicri brought up before 
by the West Germans 
They suggested it two or 
three years ago - but it 
was always turned 
down, “he said 

CDWNINe raB 60 D 

M ike MASSEY. haiied 
as the pool worlct's 
top trick shot exponent 
is touring Europe and 
using the luiv of the 
green baize to draw 
people c loser to the word 
of God 

Before leaving on the 
tour the 43-year-old 
former American 
national nine-bail 
champion admitted that 
he was a reformed 
con-man who before 
conversion had been 
heavily in to drugs, 
gambling and hard 
liquor. 

He believes his lecent 
decision to play pool in 
England must Ix) God's 
wish for the msult h;is 
been an evangelical pex)! 
toui\ televised by 
Eurospovi, with a 
potential audience of 60 

The new Silverstone 
circuit is a eater and 
more competitive 
track both for drivers 
and spectators 


SPORTING 



million viewers. 

During his first show, 
Steve Davis, the 
six-times world snooker 
champion was among a 
number of European 
stars who were held 
spell bound by Massey's 
wizardry on the table. 
Little is known about the 
effect he had on them 
wi th his ‘Praise tho Jajxi * 
speech. 


IMMORTALin 


M ichael johnson, 

of the Chicago Bulls 
basketball team, soars 
even closer to 
immortality. The ‘guard’ 
for the Chicago Bulls hit 










a new height by eooring 
his IS,000th point in a 
game against the 
Philadelphia 76er8. The 
E7-year-old National 
Basketball Association 
scoring leader reached 
the milestone in only 
406 games 

ThEW EQWTION 

S ILVERSTONE. home 
of British Grand Pnx, 
has under gone a £1 6 
milhon facelift designed 
to make motor racing 
safer and more 
entertaining at one of 
the world s fastest race 
tracks Derek Warwick, 
ex-Formula One driver 
said “The track IS no 
longer boring but is 
safei, more challenging 
and will give value tor 
money to spectators He 
added “In the piust the 
best engines won you 
the race, but now tliese 
changes have brought 
th® diMv«r into th<» 
equation and that is 
good,’ 

WAIUASUALW 

T 'HE Gulf war has not 
only taken its toll on 
the economios of tho 
middle eastern 
countries, it has also 
effected sport Squash 
which was emerging as 
a popular sport in these 
countries is now facing 
a decline In me last 
Asian Jumor 
Championship held in 
Calcutta—Iraq, Kuwait, 
Jordan, Bahrain, 
Lebanon and Palestine 
bad participated and 
Kuwait had come 
fourth 

Unfortunately, 
because of the Gulf war 
none of the teams 
participated in the 
obampionsbip at 
Colombo This resulted 
m the 12 nation 
competition bemg 


FrM-for*alls tlk« this 
have spilled over from 
Ice hockey onto the 
soccer pitches, but a 
suggestion of using a 
sin-bln like they have 
In Ice hockey has been 
turned down 

reduced to a six nation 
contest It is sad that the 
casualties of war are not 
only the soldiers but also 

apurtefjiif^n 

bOy mow ~ 

T ickets for the 1992 

Summer Olympics are 
already being sold Oriel 
Serra of the Barcelona 
Olympic Organising 
Committee said at a news 
conference that 4 7 
nuUion tickets giving 
access to 504 sports 
events will be sold m 
Spain Another 1.2 
million will be sold 
abroad through travel 
agencies designated by 
each national Olympic 
committee 

Prices of tickets range 
from $10 to $95, with | 

the men's basketball i 

final being the most | 

expensive event | 



Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke 
hopes to include 
South Africa for the 
World Cup cricket to 
be held In Australia 
and New Zealand next 
year 



STRIKERS! 


F rench football oiub 
Olympique 
Marseille & owner 
Bernard Tapie managed 
to persuddo Ins players 
to call of! a strike and 
instead play then mate h 
against Bordeaux The 
players also threatened 
to skip Frances 
European 

Championship qualifier 
with Spain next month 
They were striking in 
support of their owner 
Tapie, who was banned 
for a year ii'r 
intimidating referees 
“1 appreciate their 
support, but 1 told them 
the best thing for the 
cluh and their own 
career was to go out and 
do what they are best at, 
“said Tapie “that’s play 
football 

Tapie’s immediate 
reaction to the ban was 
tc quit, but after having 


spoken to France & 
national coach Michel 
Platini and others he has 
reconsidered his 
dec ision 

ML FOBS CAUSE 

fllHE AusfraJj/in Prune 
A Minister^ Bob Hawke, 
was in Perth for the final 
Test of the Ashes senes 
During the course of his 
stay he called for a 
meeting of 
Commonwealth 
premiers to discuss the 
retut ri of South Africa to 
world cncket in time for 
the World Cup in 
Australia and New 
Zealand next year 
Although the 
Australian Cncket 
Boai^d has welcomed the 
mo\e, the chief 
executive, David Robert, 
said that it was 
premature to talk about 
South Africa and the 
World Cup 
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KEEP *Ein FJ 


C ONTINUING from 
where we left off 
last week here are 
the last few tips to 
recharge your immune 
system circuits for 
growth, health and 
recuperation In short, 
to keep em ftghtmg fit 


nTrnT: 


Everybody knows 
about the role that 
proteins play in our 
body Proteins help in 
rebuilding cells and in 
repairing tissues The 
proteins also strengthen 
and support the immune 
system They form 
antibodies to combat 
invading bacteria and 
viruses»and also form 
< an integral part of the 
enzyme and hormonal 
system Add to this the 
role played m moving 
oxygen through the 
body and also the part 
played in muscle 
activity 

AMINO ACIDS: 

Surprisingly few 
athletes realize the full 
potential of amino-acids 
Next to water they arc 
the most abundant 
substaiic'e in the body 
Ammo acids are needed 
foi the synthesis of 
enzymes and structural 
proteins The ^mino 
acids have to be obtained 
from outside either 
from iocxi oi from 
supplenu‘iits 

EXERCISE: 

Surprising how 
exercisp is an anl idote 
other than it a body and 

Relaxation and fun. 
keeps the immune 
system charged 
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GHTIiVG FIT 




As long as you | 

exercise and en|oy It, 
it’s good for the ‘ 

system 

performaiict enlianoinfi: | 
values When we ex 'rcise i 
we produc e endorphinb | 
and also a hormone 
known as I 

nonadrenahiie This 
hormone is a mood 
enhancer The 
combination ol these 
natural chemicals 
produce an elevaltKi 
physical and emotional 
state Nonadrenahn is 
actually an 

antidepressant and it is < 
because of the 
production of this 
ho mone that people 
become addicted to a 

regular exercise 

Overlooked side benefits 
of a regular exercise 





programme tii e l)etter 
lesting liabits bettei 
appetite and eating 
patterns and a positive 
outlook lov/aras iitr we 
i‘eed not t‘laboi ale on 
these do we'^ Just 
lemenilk i DON’T 
ovei doit 

ALTRUISM AND 
HUMOUR: 

Don i get ir prised 
ovei what wedT< gcjing 
to tell you next In this 
age of mterpieting 
evc*rything in terms of 
logic its defying to 
think of how altruism 
could possibly help the 
immune* system 

Actually it happens 
this way Whi^nfvc' wi- 
perform an ac't of 
kindness we i eeeive a 


feeling of warmth 
Researcheis suggest 
that tint pleasant 
feeling is a direct result 
Ol enaoi plains Uoing a 
charitable art or ovei i 
moie amazing even 
thinking of 11 bolsters 
the immune* system 
Tests have pioved that 
Immunoglobin A an 
anti bod V th^Li helps 
I defend the body against 
respi r dtor> infeclions, 
me i eases at this txm^ 
Similarly laughter also 
pioduf es bio chemKai 
< hanges that enhance 
the immune system 
So from now on foi 
vouT own gocjd don’t 
oni\ think of yourself 
♦ Do youi self and the 
world ^ood, by fit 

least Spann a thought 
foi othe's 





REST, REUUUTNM 
RNORECRERinN: 

The greatest enemy of 
our immune system is 
stress stress depletes 
the antibodies in our 
body at an alarming rate 
and leave us susceptible 
to illnesses Stress uses 
up the water soluble 
nutrients specially 
Vitamin C, the 
B'complex group and 
the minerals Once these 
protective nutrients are 
deficient we tend to get 
susceptible to high blood 
pressure, 

gastrointestinal upsets, 
headaches, chronic 
muscle tension and 
heart disease 

Combating stress is an 
ongoing everyday 
affair Depression, 
overexertion, worry 
over finances and 
relationships, alcohol 
and tobacco addictions 
result m poor resting 
patterns, leaving the 
body open to diseases 

Find some time 
exclusively for yourself 
This may be engaging in 
a hobby oi merely 
taking a leisurely walk 
Once m a while allow 
your mind to float free 
and set aside all your 
problems Even if it’s no 

moro than loungfin^y m ft 

bath tub for 30 minutes. 
It is therapeutic 

The actual activity is 
not important, j ust as 
long as you are doing 
something that allows 
you to relax 

So folks, once in a 
while just ruffle your 
hair, buckle your shoes 
and GOPORIT’ • 





Is The One-Dav Game 


KILLING TE 


P HJOR to 1963, time-limit and 
oriG-da.y crickpt were virtually 
unknown at county level in 
England Now not a 
week —perhaps, cnicially. not a 
Sunday -oi the season pfisses 
without a one-day county match being played 
somewhere in the country These competitions 
flourish, and flourish is, indeed, the word 
they play a crucial pari in financially 
sustaining the game here 
Now, too, it IS played all over the world. The 
great (X’casion btjfell in 1983 when eight 



in its effect on play and on the finances, but 
also its g’eneral standiiifT and in the fashioning 
of lesser technical and major legal 
adjustments to fit the demand. It began out of 
controversy, some of which still remains. The 
diehard or 'Yorkshire' attitude still maintains 
that the one-day game is not cricket played 
properly’ Obviously, too, there is no 
te(?hiiical spax;e for a batsman to lay himself in 
for a big innings as in a there-four-or five-day 
match Perhaps, though, the heaviest criticism 
to be laid against this form of the game is that 
a bowler can, on many occ‘asions, prove more 
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countries--Australia, England, India, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, West Indies and 
Zimbabwe--contested the third World Cup m 
England, with a final at Lord’s in a series of 
ono'day matches. That was the competition 
which was revamped specilically in order to 
prcxluce an unquestionably valid result, yet 
failed to do so. Tn 1983, unfancied India upset 
mighty West Indies -winners of the two 
previous World Cups and overwhelming 
favourites again by 43 runs on a balmy June 
evening at laird's 

Other senes of one-day matches at club and 
national level are now played all over the 
world One-day cricket at international level 
started almost by accident 20 years ago, when 
Australia and England played a 40-overs game 
at Melbourne instead of a rained-out Test 
match. 

The one-day match was the greatest change 
in the shape of cricket m this century, not only 






ST CRICKET ? 


effective by keeping down runs than by taking 
wickets: that undoubtedly is the strongest 
relevant criticism to be offered against it On 
the credit side, quite apart from its effect on 
finances, it has led to an immense sharpening 
in tlie standard of fielding, far greater zest m 
batting—towards attack—with, of course, the 
resultant mounting of enthusiasm among 
spectators. 

It has been argued that the one-day game 
attracts spectators of a lesser standard than 
the first-class game, on the other hand, given a 
good enough match between highranking or 



traditionally rival opponents, vii tually every 
true enthusiast will be there and watching, 
and undoubtedly it has attracted many who 
would never oiJtierwise nave paid lo waicn a 
cricket match. 

The quality of oui-crickel has been lifted in 
the standard of excitement for spectators It is 
true to say, unhappily, that this new 
development has damaged slow bowling and 
virtually eliminated the slow spinner - in 
England, though not in some other countries. 
It is difficult to see how that will be adjusted in 
England, with its frequent slow pitches. On a 






world basis, however, the game has shown a 
major profit, against tliat single and, it must be 
admitted tragic loss. Perhaps the loss will be 
made good by the development of 
slow-medium spinners of the type of 
Underwood, even Bill O’Reilly, but the slow, 
flighty bowler' seems tt) have been eliminated 
from the game. That is a long-standing 
olijecuon of the old school of disapprovei's. 

in the first place, undoubtedly many of the 
cons^ vnlious objectors held their peace^—or 
1 arge iy did so because of the financial 
cui vantages Uj the game. Soon, however, it 
became apparent that the new form of the 
game had created for' itself a fresh publkj 
many of whom had never, if only for lack of 
spare time, been able to watch cricket 
regularly before. 

It is odd to realise that the Gillette Cup, now 
the Nat West Trophy but then known as the 
‘Knockout Competition’, began only in 1963. 









Now it is a firmly established part of English 
cricket. It gained momentum m its first 
season. Ted Dexter was, in some ways, the 
symbol of its advance, and. either as a 
batsman, bowler or captain, wiis constantly 
doing something interesting. A crowd of 
25,000 watched the 1963 final at Lord's many 
of them wearing favours or carrying bannei s 
in the fashion of football supporters. Sussex, 
where the captain s enthusiasm passed 
through his team, won the competition in its 
first two years, by which time the Gillette Cup 
was firmly established in the British sporting 
taste and Cc'dendai*. 

It was followed in 1972 by the Benson & 
Hedges Cup, in which the first-c:lass counties 

(plus three other teams) are divided into I'cmr 

leagues, the leaders of which then play off the 
quarter-finals, semi-finals and final. 

Sunday benefit matches, particularly those 
involving the Cavaliers ‘all-star’ XI, had long 
been popular and, for the beneficially. 
profitable, before 1969 when the John Player 
Sunday l^eague was begun. That, in its turn, 
created yet a furlhc;r public All at once, 
one-day cricket had moved up from casual to 
popular entertainment. 

The first ICC Trophy tournament, staged in 
the Midlands in 1979, brought together the 



Today, people not only pay to watch the cricket 
but also to let their hair down 


non-Tetil playing countries. Bermuda, East 
Africa, I’apua-New Guinea, Singapore, 
Argentina, Denniark, Canada. Bangladesh. 
Fiji, Malaysia. Sri Lanka, USA. Wales, Holland 
and Ireland in three groups, which then 
played off in semi-finals and a final. Sri Lanka 
weje the winners, and were subsequently 
■promoted’ to Test status They had beaten 
finalists Canada then joined the Test countries 
in the Prudential World Cup. The competition 
of 1982 brought in Kenya, Hong Kong, 
Gibraltar, Israel, Bermuda, West Africa and 

ov#-!ritual winners Zimbabwe. 

If all this seems like heavy-going history, it 
is, in fact, a crucial part of the story of the 
controlled and organised growth of cricket as 
a world game. England was. as we know, the 
birthplace of crici'et: it also proved ideal for the 
growth of the game at competitive ‘county’ 
level. Air travel, however, made possible that 
still impressive photograph of the eight 
international teams of the 1983 Prudential 
World Cup lined up in front of the Lord’s 
pavilion. It was an impressive and significant 
moment of cricket history • 


CnOKtr MOSTLY 









I Fmm 

IdCilsiEiHU 


Old ston#K»...that’s what they 
Plggott 


BY CYRUS MADAM 


D oncaster Race oouree j i n gla n d. end 

October ’85. A living legend, the greatest 
rider that the world has ever seen retires. 
“We’D never see another like him” is what the 
racing media said after Lester Piggott had ridden 
his last race as a professional jockey. 

Mid OcbctoBT 1990: Lester Piggott just a few 
weeks away from his 55th birthday announces 
his come back to the saddle. The world gasps in 
disbelief. The sceptics shake their heads. But his 
f p-pft in their "Never Say Die” adoration of Lister 
hail him yet again as the messiah. Ijester does not 
let them down and the Press who have always 
found it difCicult to describe hie skill in 
superlatives are running to dictionaries to find 
new adjectives for the one and only Lester Keith 
Piggott. 

End December. 1968, Lester Piggott makes bis 
second trip to Calcutta to ride Pair Havmi in the 
Calouta Derby. He stays a fortnight, rides 14 
races and ends off with a 50 percent strike rate. 
When he walks into the paddock for the first time 
in Calcutta the crowd rises to applaud him and 
that is even before he actually rides the race. 
That’s the sort of adulation this man epioye au 
over the world. 

I first met him on that visit to Calcutta. 1 was a 
little fellow in shorts and had the good fortune of 
being introduced to Lester when he paid a visit to 

trainer Qalstaun’s reeidenoe. Iremember 

sitting at hie feet for over 45 minutee which was 

the ttme he spent there. Never opening my mouth 
(that’s xeaUy surprising for me) I just looked at 

his face lUte be was a god. 








PIggott unfortunately didn’t Impress on S poo d b ird 


And last week, almost 23 years later we met 
again in Bombay. For a little while he produced 
the same effect on me I was at a loss for words 
once again. 

He had come to Bombay at the request of Mr 
Vijay MaUya to ride one of his horses in the 
McEkmell Indian Derby. He had a choice of live 
mounts and had to decide which of them he was 
going to choose. **1 like a horse which has a bit of 
early speed and the ability to quicken,” says 
Lester. That was going to be what he was looking 
for. "That in fact is what makes a great horse,” 
says Piggott. 

In the course of the next few days that we were 
together I saw two sides to the man. The first 
when he was at home making pleasant 
conversation, smiling and going out of his way to 
answer the host of questions that were invariably 
thrown at him. The other when he was astride a 
horse. His entire demeanour would change. 

There was no expression They don’t call him 
"Old Stonefaoe’’ for nothing, but he was only like 


that when he went out to ride. For him it was 
work, and work meant conoentration. That was 
the reason you hardly saw even the flicker of a 
smile crease his lips when he rides anywhere in 
the world 

They said he was media shy. They said he 
disliked making conversation. They said he hated 
meeting people Well that certainly wasn’t what I 

saw in Bombay. Ha attandad a Pi>aaa confaranoe 
for the Derby. He willingly allowed himself to be 
photographed and signed as many autographs 
for the fans whenever they requested him to do 
so. He expressed his opinion on the mike 
whenever we called and all in all he was one of the 
moat congenial and friendly world wide 
celebrities that 1 have or will ever meet hfcDowell 
Indian Derby day at Mahal ax im Race course 
Bombay, 3rd Feb 1991. Lester has just one race 
to ride before the Derby. He is slated to nde a 
horse named Scorpio. Because he is astride, the 
public are backing Scorpio. But does the horse 
Eveigreen. That’s what they call this Jockey 
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have it in him to win? 

Ah Leeter enters the p addock, the crowd gives 
him s good isoeptioa. When he mounts up on 
Scx^rpiio the (Ateera fixmi tlm <nowd get even 
louder as they give him a good old fashioned 
Bombi^ weloome. The noise gets through to 
Scorpio but it is lost on Piggott. He is already 
fbrmulating his game plan. All he knows about 
Scorpio is what he’s seen on the video screen 
while watcMng replays ofhis last few runs. For 
the master that's enough. 

With400 to run Piggott brings Scorpio to 
challenge on the outside of the two front runners. 
That famous high whip action of his gets Scorpio 
to quicken and the crowd bursts into a 
thunderous roar as the commentator calls “and 
its Lester Piggott on Scorpio who tskee up the 
running”. He surges into the lead and looks home 
and dry when the favourite Belle Epoque oomee 
with a devastating late run from behind. It looks 
all over for Scorpio but then he never had Leeter 
Piggott on his back before. He getejust that little 
bit extra out of Scorpio and tnat Uttle tat Is the 
short head that puts him in front at the finish 
Pesi Shroff, India’s top jockey says, “1 have never 
seen Scorpio gallop like this before He’s never 
done for me but my god, he galloped for Lester " 

In the McDowell Indian Derby Piggott rides a 
filly named Speedbird. He’s taken a gamble in 
opting to ride her because She’s raced just once in 
herlifebefore It would be like a fairly tale if she 
won. “Speedbird simply didn’t get the trip’; said 
Lester and she finished well behind the winner. 

A bttle later we are sitting together 
over a cup of tea looking at a scrap-book which 
had been built up smoe 1952 by one of Pisreott’s 
most ardent fans in India. It contains a wealth of 
information. He pours over it avidly. Every now 
and then his features softemng into asmile as the 
pages tHTing back some of the sweetest memories 
that the Legend has been. The scrap book ends 
with Lester’s retirement in 1985. He closes it with 
a sigh and then with a twinkle ir his eye lodks at 
us and says.”! guess you will have to start a new 
one now!” • 
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On the delta of the Mae 
Najn Chao Praya river, 
hes the city of Krung 
Thep Theoia-woria 
name tor Bangkok 
Here, taxi drivers amile 
like choir boys, dri ve 
like speed demons, and 
cheat you out of force of 
habit Here, raw ftx>gs 
legs and pleasure are 
sold on the same street 
corner, that is if you can 
get to It through the 
incessant maddemng 
traffic^ Here, religion 
thrives well amidst the 
chaos, monasteries rub 
shoulders with svelte 
apartment blocks, 
shopkeepers bow low in 
seduction and if you 
refuse to bargain they 
think you 're a fool 
Here, the heat at midday 
sucks your soul out with 
cruel slowness, it 
annoys, xrntates, 
disorients And of 
everything that 
Bangkok offers, which 
18 hmitlesa, it was the 
heat of all things that 
the Indian Davis Cup 
team had most of 
If they were not 
pleased, neither were 
the Thais, who found 
LeanderPaes' 
aggression ^impolite', S 
Vasudevan'a 
doggedness most 

oontoiindiTiff and a 5-0 

defeat It was a 

tough weekend lor a 
people who live on a 
delta that is striking' 


CIlAfHVcU,.. 

VnV yon ask 
mm the 
captain*?”, was the tie s 
most interesting 
pre-match question It 
was asked rhetonaily, 
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perhaps with a hint of 
sarcasm, hy Akhtar Ah 
when questioned hy a 
pressman on his son 
Zeeshan’s exclusion 
from the singles. So we 
asked captain Naresh 
Kumar, and he cited 
All’s lack of match play 
owing to a back injury, 
and he was right. Using 
debutant Paes with a 
shaky Ali woxild have 
been bad strategy... 
safety required a solid 
player and Srinivasan 
Vasudevan personified 
that. Zeeshan himself 
was visibly displeased at 
the decision, but Davis 
Cup demands teamwork 
and through the next 
two days Zeeshan 
demonstrated that truth 
is not lost on him. 

The Thais are 
reasonable players, no 
less, no more, and 
moreover one-pace 
players. Change the 
playing rhythm amd 
they are lost for an 
answer. LeanderPaes, 
however, was not 
required to do much 
more than keep the ball 
in play against Voraphol 
Thongkhamchu, a small 
smiling fellow who 
appear^ more 
concerned with solving 
his identity problem, 

(for he is a strange 
mixture of player, 

policeman and student), 
than playing tennis. 
Paes won 6-3,6-1,6-4. 

In fact, the only 
excitement that match 
generated was the 

NarathomSrichapan, the 
Michael Chang lookallke, 
gMa a arord of advice 
from hla non-playing 
captain Paul Dale 


PHOTOORIVW SHIRISHNAOKARNI 




Non-playing captain 
Naresh Kumar helps a 
withering Vasudevan 
through his gruelling 
five-aetter against 
Narathorn 


crowd’s vocal 
disapproval of Paes. 
That is, however vocal 
500 people can get. Paes 
is a demonstrative 
player, such is his style. 
It is a reflection of his 
intensity. 

He was grunting most 

undistinguishedly (does 
anybody grunt 
distinguishedly?), 
screamed vamns 
(Spanish for ‘come on’) 
after a winner, 
remonstrated with the 
referee over sudden 
foot-faults and crucial 
line calls, stared his 
opponent down as is his 
manner, and was 
pumping arms and fists 






in celebration The 
Thai’s who are a 
remarkably 

undemonstrative lot did 
not quite know what to 
make of him, and the 
easiest alternative was 
to jeer ‘Impolite 
hollered a spectator, go 
home, fool’ encouraged 
another Double faults 
by him were cheered, 
but did it affect him'^ 
C'mon, do teemige 
victonous debutants 

care*? No way Joso 
Forat 17 Leander 
Paes continues to 
demonstrate a match 
maturity that is much 
envied Despite 
weaknesses and a serve 
that needs remodelling 


PaM argues a line call. 
The all-consuming heat 
got to everyone 


he wms by hamessmg 
whatever mental and 
physical gifts he has He 
18 a consumate 
performer And he 
just keeps winning 
Three wins m this tie 
Itself and the youngest 
team member at that He 


did not win his first 
singles in spectacular 
fashion, mdeed his 
match was boring Yet 
this 18 exactly the lesson 
be must learn and he 
has BebnUiantwhen 
required so by an 
opponent Otherwise 



Team-spirit is what It’s all 
about...Va8Udevan rubs 
down an exhausted Paes 
an equally tired All gets 
some of the same 
treatment 

settle for a chnical, quiet 
wm which takes the 
least out of you 
Efficiency and 
preciseness is what 
matters, flamboyance is 
merely exciting 
Flamboyanoe, of 
course, is a word that 
has been deleted from 
Snmvasan Vasudevan’s 
vocabulary and this 
rangy hulk speaks 
French, Tanul and 
English Oneofhis 
teammates, anonymity 
guaranteed, said, “You 
plaj^him, lose and then 
just wonder how he 
could have beaten you” 

It was a statement 
though, that can be 












reversed into a 
compliment 
Vasudevan, approaches 
the net with the 
trepidation ol a child 
going to the 
headmaster’s office and 
he 18 an ugly player for 
some, for barring a 
mighty serve he has no 
weapons But he is a 
Davis Cup captain's 
delight He will slice 
backhand after 
backhand, topspin 
forehand after forehand 
till the cows come, go 
home, and come again , 
He may bore you, but he 
will exhaust you he 
may irritate you. but he 
will never give up He 
says, “I have more 


mileage than anybody | 
else’,’ and he is not 
speaking of his 29 yeat s 
but oi the miles he has 
run playing on clay 
courts (His first love) 

Like his 5 hour 20 
minute match against 
South Korea in Seoul 
last year Yet his 3 hours 
40 minutes agains^ 
Narathorn Snchapan in 
TKailand wsub 
better- because he won, 
and because it was hard , 
courts, a surtace.that 
makes his footwork look ‘ 
like a dancer in 
trouble,sine e he cannot 
slide Anditwashnt, 


deathly hot, enough for 
Vasudevan to need ice 
water wash downs and a 
chance to show off his 
entire range of liacoste 
shirts -he changed five 
And, he was playing 
an opponent 11 years 
younger than him, who 
was up 3-6. 7 6,64 and 
hitting forehands like 
Ijendl and volleys like 

Ijeokor, till Vaaudtvan 

got led up. realising he 
was playing nothing 
else but a 18 year-old 
debutaait called 
Narathorn 
Barring the taxitjcal 
changes Vasudevan 




employed after the third 
set timeout—read lobs 
and tougher 
returns —his experience 
allowed him to pace 
himself through five 
sets, something 
Narathorn, a junior 
used to three sets, could 
not do When Vasudevan 
eventually did his 
signature war dance on 

winning, a fresh chapter 

of courage in Indian 
Davis Cup history had 
been written in sweat 
His sweat 

He went back to the 
dressing loom 
collaps^ next to 
LcanderPaes who, 
woken up from sleep, 
asked “What 
happened*^’ “1 won” 
gasped Vasudevan, and 
indeed so did Pacs i 




Vasudevan exuHa—It was 
a victory that required 
much courage 


NARESH KUMAR 


Captain Courageous 
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Captain Naraah Kumar (atanding second from left) with his team 


E veryone knows 

he 18 quiet, 

controlled and wholly 
decent Agrraoeful, 
civilised man Yet, 
that 18 not a streak of 
grey m his hair, it is a 
streak of iron At 
62-year8-old, Naresh 
Kumar has never 
demanded, but 
gradually earned, 
respect from his 
team, not merely 
because of his firm 
authority, but for his 
growmg tactical 

awareness and 

cerebral style of 
functioning 
Harnessing a 
team's strengths, 
dealmg with their 
Individual ego's, 
subtly assisting a 
player durmg 
matchplay. adjusting 
their focus, 
enhancing their 
'concentration. 


brmging the very 
best out oi them, are 
roles a captain must 
play, and Naresh 
Kumar appears to be 
more competent and 
more successful with 
every tie 

In 1989, when he 
took over as 
non-playing captain, 
two doubts surfaced 
One, his geniality, his 
softness, and the 
second, his possible 
Ignorance of 
modern-day players, 
attitudes and styles 
The first was buried 
quickly, for Kumai 
swiftly emphasised 
his ability to be 
tough The second 
doubt 18 being 
suppressed a httle 
slower, for despite 
Kumar’s tactical 
sense, he still appears 
slightly 

uncomfortable with 


the explosive 
aggressive at tit ude 
that prevails in terms 
today Hustling and 
gamesmanship was 
more subtle in his 
era theatrics and 
violent tempers 
almost unheard of 
Yet Kumar is an 
intelligent man and 
an adaptable one. and 
even though wC have 
lost two of the four 
ties he has been 
involved in. there is 
clear evidence that 
tlie team, his team, is 
growing not onl,y as a 
competent unit but as 
well motivated 
individuals For that 
he IS solely 
responsible 

Hr has been captain 
before, in the 1950s, 
when Ramanathan 
Kiishnan and him 
were a two-man Davis 


Cup team, and would , 
sit as advisors in the 
chair for each other’s 
matches 

In Thailand this 
month, he was always 
impressive If his 
inputs bore dividends 
and they did, it was 
his decision to play 
Vasudevan and Paes 
m the singles and 
leave out All, that was 
a masterpiece of 
selection No other 
combination would 
have worked as well, 
and that was 
vindicated by the 5-0 
scorelme 

It has been some 
time smee we have 
had someone as 
committed to Indian 
tenms as him, and the 
sport can only gain 
ft'om that in the long 
run 

ItohItBriiMHi 







U p 2-0, the mood was 
buoyant enough to 
warrant the occasional 
bursts of eccentric 
conversation. 
Vasudevan, bedraggled 
and wiped out, tells 
Paes, ‘It’s in the bag, 
man" (He’s talking about 
the tie). Paes, distracted, 
counters, “What bag, 
Vasu", looking towards 

hi3 kitbag. The room 

explodes. 

The 2-0 situation also 
ignited the team into a 
raging collective unit, 
hell bent on victory. An 
American President 
once said, “If you tell 
someone to go to hell 
you better make sure 
you have the means to 
do so". The Indians 
finally did have the 
means-'-in sport they 
call it teamwork 
Of the tie’s lasting 

The court which had an 
even bounce but an evil 
heat 


images, the most 
poignant came during 
the timeouts after the 
third set. Vasudevan 
lying almost comatose 
on the dressing room 
floor, head on Paes’ 
kitbag, shirt off, legs 
being massaged by Dr. 
Vece Paes, torso being 
bathed by Leander. 
Down two sets to one 
then, he said after 
winning, “God, that 


Vasudevan and Ismail 
watch television to relax 
at their hotel 

helped, my legs were so 
much lighter" ctalk 
about the need for a 
physio, huh?). 

A day after,! he same 
scenario was re-enacted 
during the doubles. 
Vasudevan carried Paes’ 
kitbag to and fro the 
court, massaged his 
legs, while Asif Ismail 


took care of Ali. In the 
past five years, I have 
never witnessed such a 
scene in an Indian 
dressing room, and it is 
pleasing most definitely. 
Moreso, in a team that is 
stiU short on spectacular 
individual talent, the 
need to function as a 
cohesive unit becomes 
even more vital 
Ali and Paes who beat 
Thanakorn Srichapan 







OUT OF COURT 


4here is a Davis Cup axiom that says, matches 
ate won in the dressing-room Read, tactics 
and more But in the past two years, little 
about T ndian tennis has conformed with 
reality and reason, <ind although the Indians 
beat Thailand 5-0 the dressing-room scenario 
IS as stark as an eicample of how 
unprofessional Indian tennis can get 
Fifty yards from Center Court at the Hua 
Mark stadium was the Indian dressing-room, 
an cooled against the venomous Thai 
heat, and supposedly a haven for a visiting 
team It was never, as it transpired. supposed 
to be a picmc party spot 
Whether it was prior to a match, during 
timeout after the third set, or between 
matches, the room wasbuzzmg with needless, - 
aimless chatter of Indian guests, officials, 
families, journalists and hangers on Theiact 
a captain was trying to instruct tactics to 
a tired player was irrelevant The fact that a 
player lay on the ground being bathed with ice 
water, didn’t hamper someone from munching 
lunch over him The fact that S Vasudevan. 10 
minutes before his five set match against 
Narathorn Snchapan, was wondering 
whether he should give up his seat to a female 
guest, instead of being allowed to concentrate 


was dverlooked In this context Indian tennis is 
refusing to grow up, and if we stay rooted in 
the zonal rounds, don’t blame the players but 
the system 

The present Davis Cup team—S Vasudevan, 
Zeesham Ah, Leander Pass, Asif Ismail, Rohit 
Rajpal—IB more young than old, more 
enthusiastic than brilliant, and is treated like a 
second class team perhaps because someone in 
authority beheves they are exactly that The 
lack of a circuit superstar or aggressive 
presence in the team has meant a denial of 
respect What is conveniently forgotten, is 
that for better or for worse they are our best 
team What is also forgotten is that players 
must have an opinion m matters tennis, that if 
they represent the country they deserve the 
necessaiy back-up systems The Thai tie is 
just one case in point 

1 ) Why was the team selection as always, a 
joke First seven players weie selected, of 
which two were later dropped, and eventually 
a third Now the team consisted of Vasudevan, 
Pass, Ah, Ismail A week latex Rajpal was 
rc-drafted mto the squad, and Ismail was 
demoted to No 5 An incredulous exercise 

2 ) Why choose a team hotel 45 minutes from 


and WittayaSamrej 1-6 
7 6 6 2 6 4 raised tlieir 
Davis Cup doubles 
record to 2 1 (win/loss) 
yet as a team did not 
unpi ess much Whether 
it IS refusal oi 
reluclatiLC they do not 
play as a pair on the 
eiicuit (they should') 
and spc'iid t(x> much 
time at Cup matches 
ti ying to tind a rhythm 
and balance Simple 
things like balls down 
the middle should be hit 
by Ix'iuidci top-ipin 

forehand and not Ah s 
bac khand tcK»k time to 


The Thai team (standing 
left to right) Thanakorn 
Srichapan, Narathorn 
Srichapan, WIttaya 
SamraJ, Voraphol 
Thongkhamchu. 
(Knaaling) captain Paul 
Dale and aaalatant coach 
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Ismail and Paea sleep on the long ride to the court 


the ooukis. playerslcipee ih«lmesaM. 
theiidBtothecouxtbirfbre»iiia^ abdlatei*/ . 

when exhatisted get fur&w tired in tSiB rtde 
batik. The focus is lost. 

3) In adty famed for its maseaeee, wii^didthe; 
team lack a physiotheni^ilst&dtal fiac^ 
helping pla^rsiinidnkthe^ bodies.. ’ . 

4) In desperately hot weather, whene.' . 
aiter-inatch recovery and durmg-inatoh statier . 
intake can make the difference in winning or 
losing, why was there no doctor to advise.. 

5 )Why are ouir Cup ties, and even the ' 
Nationals, being held in places that playera are 
not comfortable in. Bhopuch, Digboi, 
Chandigarh and now, against Indonesia in 
March, Jaipur. When I qusstioned the AITA 
secretary, R.K. Khannaover the communal 
situation in Jaipur he displayed aetomshmicmt ; 
of either a problem or the possibility of 
one. 

Being successful in ^rt is no longer only . ‘ 
about what happens on a field or on a court. 

The edge comes from the unseen factors. The 
pjeparedness. The organisation. The 
back-ups. And Indian tennis needs more than 
just player talent to break free into the World 
Group. They need help. 

RohttBdJiwIh 


be sorted out Paes, 
superior at the net, 
should have dominated 
the match earlier than 
he did, but All's 
reluctance to be 
aggressive and their 
own lack of 
communication was 
perhaps a reason. 

Once their momentum 
arrived, of course, they 
were marvellously fluid. 
Ali lobbed delightfully, 
Paes was thunderous at 
the net, and when they 
eventually won, it woe 
difficult to tell who was 
more excited, them, 
Vasudevan,or indeed 
the various sets of 
parents that dotted the 
stadia. 

Away-from-home-ties 
are never easy business 

Aii’e lack of match 
aharpneaa loat him a 
aingiaa apot 



but this team provided 
answers to every 
problem posed, and 
displayed a potential for 
growth as a Davis Cup 
team of some value, 
which must be 
recognised. 

Victories in the 
reverse singles meant a 
5-0 win in keeping with 
our past record against 
Thailand... .our score 
over six ties now stonds 
at 30 matches played, 30 
matches won. After the 

tie was over, a lady 
walked up to Leander 
Paes and gushed. “I love 
your dance", referring 
to his animated reaction 
to winning. Leander 
smiled and said 
something innocuous. 
Vasudevan nearby, just 
smiled. There just 
wasn’t enough time to 
explain to the lady about 
Davis Cup and winning.! 



















Austin’s Dreams Don’t Die 


THE fire stiU bums for dS-year-old, 

I former teen ({ueen Traoy Austm, too 
After her surprising but brief 1989 
ooxnebaok attempt was aborted by acar 
crash that senouidy unured her leg. It 
was hard to imagine Austin ever playing 
competitively again 
Since then Austin, who captivated 
^lorts fans by winning the U S Open at 


age 16, has been writing hei 
autobiography, doing TV tennis 
oonunentai^ and decorating the house. 

But that’s not all ‘T work out daily 
with a tramer, domg things hke runmng 
and swimming,” she told Sports 
JUvustrated For Kida “I’m hitting the 
teiuus ball around, and 1 haven't given 
up dreammg of a pro career again '* 
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B jorn BORG isn’t the only Open era 

•svLpcrst6t>t' moitin-g s- conricbsctt i n 

1991. Jimmy Connors, who lost the only 
thi'ee official matches he played last year 
and underwent successful wrist aurgepr 
in Octolier, isn’t ready or willing to retire 
at a young 38. 

On the contrary, indestructible Junoo 
proclaims; “My fire still burns. I love the 
game w ith a passion. ’’ 

Connors insists he's not returning to 
his 20th year on the pro tour for the 
rrjonoy or to win his 110th title. He is 
motivated though by the nostalgic 


prospect of re-igniting tennis 
enthusiasm in the U.S. as be did in the 
1970s. 

“Tennis is incredibly populsu- in 
Europe and Japan, but it’s propped off in 
the United States,” hO told ftlck Weinberg 
of Sport magazine. “The piBdic needs 
someone to grcib on to, to take hc^d of 
them, like when me and<Johh) McEnroe 
were the best—and playing lU^e it. 

“Look at what happened at the U.S. 
Open. McEnroe made the Opmi. He made 
it what it was.” 
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The Spirit Of Sport 



Cor those of you who have lost faith In 
■ the gentility of our great sport or the 
younger generation or even human 
nature, I present heartening newe from 
the Orange Bowl International 
Championships in Miami Beach, Florida 
Under the hghts in nearly deserted 
Flamingo Park Hungary s Szabolcs 
Qelanyi and Peru s David 
Cardenas nad tenaciously and siuuruuy 
battled to 3'all in the third set of their 
boys 18 first lound match Then with a 
stroke of bad luck Gelan vi bi oke the 
strings on his fourth and last racket 
After Gelanyi lutilely searc hed hib bag 
for a good racket he tried to leave the 
court Chair umpiie Joyce Siegel wai ned 
him that ‘ It you leave you i e subject to 
default The i ules state that play must 
be continuous and 30 seconds aie 
allowed between points 
Gelanyi then asked two playei s who 
were spectating if he c ould boi row a 
racket but neithei had one His couch 
knowing the pi o shop was closed said 1 


just want him to finish the matcih ” 
Siegel proceeded to give the frustrated 
Qdlanyi a wammg“‘*code violation, 
delay of game” and added, “You must 
ptey ” 

••Don t you understand I have no 
racket,” pleaded Qelanyi 
“You must understand it is the rule.” 
insisted Siegel 

At that pomt Cai-denaa unaipped Ills 

bag and eportmgly gave the grateful 
Qelanyi his last racket 
“I wanted to win only by playing not 
by a walkover,” Cardenas told me 
through an interpreter “But the guy 
started playing much better with my 
racket I thought why did I give it to him 
but I couldn t take it back then ” 

As fate would have it, the noble 
Cardenas finally prevailed 3-6 7-6 6-4 
Siegel a referee for 14 years, 
nominated Cardenas for the tournament 
sportsmanship award ‘It was one of the 
very best, if not the best displays of 
sportsmanship I've ever seen she noted 



People Are Talking 



J ACK KRAMER, on who reaUy were the 
greatest players of all time, "Ellsworth 
Vines was the best Nobody ever ser yed , 
better He had really a great forehand 
Who has the best forehand today’ (Ivan) 
Lendl’ I think Elly’s forehahd would 
make Lendl’s become average (Don) 
Budge and Vinee weie the best two 
players of their day and I don’t think Tve 


H ANA MANDUKOVA. whd retired 
from singles competition last June, 
predicting today a young stare will have 
much shortei careers thou her 
generation ‘The girls are hitting the ball 
a lot harder and the level has unproved 
so much, which makes it very difficult to 
stay on top these days There is no much 
money and you get spoilt I have nevei 
played for money 1 played because 1 love 
the game and for the titles The game has 
changed so much It’s inghtemng how 
well the young kids cure hitting the ball I 
don't tbmk you will see much more of my 
style Now, who hits the ball harder 

wms There le no beauty anymore " 


seen anyone who could beat them 
Qonzales. Laver, Roaewall, Hoad. Borg, 
Connore, McEnroe, Lendl, Becker, 
Edberg Ithink Vmee—and 
Budget—would have cleaned up on 
anybody Just take it from me. if Elly 
Vines and his game werepk^mg thie 
circuit, he would win more money than 
anybody elee ” 


5 ! 











HE All India 
I Tennis 

Associatioii 
bP (AITAj should 
I use it.» imag'niation 
before biddinf? for any 
I international junior 
world ranking 
tf)ur nameiit in future 
The (irade V ITE world 
junior ranking tourney 
held at Jaipur managed 
lo attract just one 
1 foreign entry 

A Orade V world 
ranking tournament 
offtjrs low ITF points 
and thus does not attract 
the best of junior talent 
One wondered if 


liCander Paes would 
have played here, had he 
not gone to Bangkok to 
play the Davis Cup tie, 
because this tournament 
offered JU^st 30 ITF 
points to the singles 
winner 

“The AIT A should 
ensure what grade of 
tournament it is bidding 
lor Countries like Sn 

I.£Lnka. PhilUpinQ53, 

Thailand and South 
Korea hold higher 
grade tournaments and 
they attrac’t good 
entries Gcxid class of 
f)verseas participation 
provide good contests 
and experience tor our 
youngsters Although 
we had confirmed 
entrn‘s from 
Poland and Malaysia, 
the Gulf war came as an 
obstacle and there were 
last minute 
withdrawals” said Mr 
Dihp Shivpuri, the 
tournament director of 
the Jaipur tournament 
The rift between the 
AITA and BAT 
(Bnttania Amntraj 
Tennis) also surfaced 
during this tournament 
and the BAT 



Rohit Reddy showed fine tactical sense to win the boy’s title 


ITF JUNIOR TOURNAMENT, JAIPUR 



management after 
having confirmed their 
entries a month in 
advance, decided to stay 
away and instead sent a 
team to Colombo where a 
Grade IV ITF 
tournament was played 
“ How could any national 


India hosts an international 
tournament but manages a 
single foreign entry 


or iiilernatioiial 
tournament do well 
when this is the attitude 
of the players” said Mr 
Sureridi a Golecha, 
president of Rajasthan 
Tennis Association in a 
complaining tone 
Bombay s Vinod 
Ramachandran, who 
has an impressive ITF 
ranking of 164 also 
pulled out and the 
organisers were left 
with entertaining a 
Grerman, Thomas 
Stephan Winkler, whose 
ITF ranking stood at 
347 While the boys 
event required a 
qualifying round with 
good number of entries 
from neighbouring 





states, the girl's events 
required no cfualifying 
round. 

Rohit Reddy, who was 
given top billing proved 
his worth as he went on 
to clinch the title which 
earned him 30ITF 
points. Reddy ended the 
giant-killing spree of 
Nitin Kirtane in the 
final with an easy 
straight set victory 

Divya Meichant, the 
tiny Bombay girl, who 
was seeded fourth, 
demolished Sulaxmi 
Jadhav of Pune, the 
conqueror of the 
top-seed and national 
champion Anuradha 
Reddy, in the final. 

The tall and athletic 


built Winkler impressed 
with his booming serves 
in the preliminary 
rounds. The German 
made his maiden 
appearance on grass and 
was forced to adjust his 
game accordingly. He 
harassed Delhi’s 
Ankush Parashar with 
his booming serves and 
powerful volleys in the 
first round. but T S 
Sathyanarayanan gave 
him a fright in the next 
round. But, it was Nitin 
Kirtane. who toppled the 
second seed German 6-0. 
6-2 in only 45 minutes 
in the quarter-finals. 
Thus the German, who 
came with big hopes 
could return with just 


five ITP^ points. 

Winkler s forte was 
his powerful service and 
once that was broken it 
became easy to dominate 
him. Kirtane just did 
that. 

Rohit Reddy, who is a 
baseline specialist put 
out Anand Sukumar 
with an excellent serve 
and volley game to 

storm into the 
semi-finals, Nirupama 
Vaidyanathan, the 
seventh seed created an 
upset when she downed 
Janaki Krishnamurthy, 
the second seed in the 
quarter-finals. But, 
Nirupama’s journey 
ended in the semi-finals 
when an inconsistent 


Divya beat her 7-6(7-4). 
6-7 (3-7), 6-1 in a 115 
minute epic battle. 

Yet, it was Sulaxmi 
Jadhav of Pune, who set 
the Jai Club courts on 
fire in the second 
semi-finals upsetting 
top-seed Aradhana 
Reddy who after a 
hard-fought victory over 
talented Sahiba Chaddah 

in the qiiarter-finalo 

succumbed to pressure 
against Sulaxmi. 

The penultimate day 
saw one more head roll 
as eighth seed Nitin 
toppled fourth seed 
Sandeep Kirtane 6-3, 

4-6, 6-3. The powerful 
left-hander served well 
and with his swift 
movements on the court 
outplayed his cousin. 

However, the finals 
were an abject surrender 
in both boy's and the 
girl's singles 

Nitin. who suffered 
stomach cramps during 

his «©mi-finals against 

Sandeep was not in his 
best form in the final. 
Dehydrated, he hardly 
posed any challenge to 
Reddy, who served and 
volleyed fluently to 
clinch the title in 65 
minutes. 

Reddy won another 20 
ITF points after 
clinching the doubles 
title. Paired with 
Mahesh Bhoopathy, he 
registered a comfortable 
6-2, 7-5 victory against 
the Kirtane duo of 
Sandeep and Nitin. 

In the girls final, an 
erratic Sulaxmi 
committed too many 
errors against the tiny 
Divya in the final. 

Jadhav s 
usually effective 
backhand returns let 
her down. Divya served 
with patience and 
precision and waited for 
her chance which helped 
her win the crown. 

P.B. Chandra 


Divya Merchant, patient as always upset the seeding during the 

tournament 
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C OMING to the end 
of this kata, go into 
a left 

kokutsu-dax^hi 
while performing- a 
mawashi-uJci with the 
left hand. Then, 
stepping forward with 
the right leg placed at a 
45° angle, perform 
another mawushi~uki 
with the right hand. 
Now. swivel around 135° 
going into right 
kokutsu dactii and 


Go into left kokutSiKlechl^ tMirformlno left 
mewashl-ukl 




KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 





1 ^ 






Swlv«l 196* and go into rigiit JcolaitWHdoohi. 
.jdfrfOrnrtng right mawraitfiMAI 


UltdMkl 


TV. 


performing a 
amwasiti-uki with the 
right hand. Then step 
forward with the left leg 
(remember the 45“ angle 
twist of the leg) and 
perform another left 
hand After all this, go 
into molceoand then 
finish of in yoi. 

By ShivajI Gangiily 
KyokusNiikaikan karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAWAN BMALLA 


Stop fomwird into right kokutoiHlacht, porformlng 
right mawashi-uki 




Stop forward bdo lofthoioihKHiairfdrlfdt^^ 

loft m awaaf 
















THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TH TO GREEN 


The Ball Position 


ItISCUARLT IMPOfCTANf TO POMT/OM Th£ 

BALL WfTHIN THE STANCE AT THE POINT^^^" 

WHERE TWE CLUSFACE WILL BE / ^ 
TRAVELl BCUARE TO THE / > ^ 
TflROET UH£ / 


The more lofteo 

THEfi-UB, TWE 
FURTHER BACH 
T0WAR05 THE 
RIGHT FOOT TWE 
BALL SHOULD 
BE THIS 16 
BECAUSE THE 
NINE IRON WITH 
THE SHORTER 
SHAFT 16 SV/LNO 
ON A STEEPER ARC 
THAN SAY A THREE 
iron. 


Line up Straight 


Waggle the Club 


Obviously it is difficult to hit oood shots if your 

INITIAL AIM IS POOILTO AUGN YOURSELF SQUARE TO THE 
TAfStr PICK A^NT A FEW FEET AHEAD OF THE BAU 
ON YOUR CHOSEN UNE AND AIM AT THAT RATHER THAN 
THE DISTANT FLAG. 


Jack nicklaus always 

DOES THIS AND I CANNOT 
THINK OF A BETTER 
RECOMMENDATION. 


Staying loose by 

WAGGLING THE CLUB 
SHOULD BE PART or 
YOUR PRE-SHOT 
ROUTINE IT IS 
EXTREMELY ViffiCVU 
TO BEGIN YOUR 
SWING SMOOTNl^^ 
FROMASTATTfc^ 

POSlTION^^dJ^. - - 








My own waggle 

IS A REHEARSAL 
OF MY TAKEAWAY. 
BUT WHAT YOU DO 
IS LCSSIMPORrAWr 
THANACTUAUY 
DOING SOMETHING. 
FINOOiFTWHAT 
ftUITS YOU BEST 
AND DOIT 

'CVEfCYTIME 















ALL IN THE GAME 


Soccer Violence 


The Neopolitaai Way 


V IFBzipsalOttffat 
I .fuUcUp.Sodo 
JLJthe hilsirioue 
moments in sport. 
Like, for instance, the 
incident that took 

place la the Xtolioa 

football leagiae. 

A second division 
match between 
Pietraclina and Sant’ 
Angelo Cupolo was in 
progress near 
Kaples.. .venue of the 
most violent 
happenings that take 
place in Italian 
socoer. Sant’ Angelo 
were leading 2<0 with 
15 minutes left for 
the final whistle 
when the referee sent 
off one of the 
Pietraolina players. 
So incensed was this 
unfortunate 


individual by this 
incident that be 
attacked the 
guardian of the 
game. The leferee 
fled, hotly pursued 
the furiouB player. 

Their path taking 
them out of the 
stadium. 




What's In a Name? 


Read And Find Out 


Then...disaster. 

The player, in his 
blind rage, ran 
straight into a 
motorbike. The total 
damage being a badly 
iiijured arm, an 
equally hurt leg and a 
stint in hospital. 

Just goes to prove 
that referees are 

Ood'a oluMaa mea. 

They get away with 

an 3 dhing...well, 

almost. 





D earborn, 

MICmOANisa 
town which 
serves as home for 
many children of 


Arab extraction. 

So—quite 

naturally-~one would 
expect them to have 
Arab names. That is 



the general feeling, 
but in this day and 
age it is okay to have 
any Arab name, bar 
one...Hussein! 

The complaints 
came in fast and 
furious when, a high 
school wrestler 
paraded about in a 
tracksuit with 
’Hussein* written on 
it. "She didn’t think it 
was appropriate. ’’ 
said a spokesman for 

the Detriot Times, who 
was quoting » pa«>at. 
“Well, that's the kid’s 
name,” he argued. 

So. what’s in a 
name? 

With a name like 
Hussein in 
trouble-tom times 
like this, plenty. Even 
in the relatively 
peaceful world of 


World Cup 
In India! 


Maybe, Maybe 
“ Not 

T his might mean 
taking a slight 
deviation from 
the concept of 
patriotism but one 
cannot help but smirk 
at the thought of 
India bidding to host 
the 1998 World Cup 
socoer finals. The I 
thought itself is 
taboo. 

Eight countries, 
including India, have 
declared an interest 
in boating the 1998 
World Cup socoer 
tournament. India 
has even submitted 
an application Need 
we remind the 

applioanto that 

though an event of 
such magnitude may 
floor us feUow 
countrymen, they 
must nevertheless 
exercise some 
caution. 

True, the people of 
the country have a 
better knowledge of 
the game than, say. 
the Americans. But 
unlike the 
Americans, we lack 
the infrastructure as 
well as a talented 
soccer side. The 
Yanks even played in 
the last World Cup! 

We, on the other 
hand, are not talented 
enough to take part 
in Asian level 
competitions. 
Wouldn’t a move like 
this be bordering on 
hypocrii^ Or is this 
the only way to see 
Xndik in World Cup 
Boocer oompetlttcm? 












Risky Businessa 

F IFA’s experiment to ask the 
USA to host the next World Cup 
does not make sense The USA is a 
country that dws not understand 
the game oi football Spectators 
there do not understand the game 
at all It IS like holding a World 
Senes Cricket in China or the 

Soviot Unjon Roueone liko 

promotion of the game hold good 
only in a country where the people 
at least appreciate the ganie 
When the whole wot Id put aside 
eve”ything foi Italia *90 only 9' r 
of the US watched the 
proceedings, despite^ being 
represented in the hiurnamt nt 
Soc’cei needs spi'ctators who can 
idenliiy therns(*lves with the 
game It ntH*ds s[xh tators who get 
involved in the game This <‘annot 
for sure tKj exfx^ ted from the 
Americans If only FIFA (oulrl 
still do sometlnng 
S SURESIL 
I Madurai 

Surprising 

I T was surprising to lerid the 
cover story <in John Mr ^nioe 
Though it was gcx)d leading it 
does not merit siii h (‘ovei age as 
there aie upc’oining, promising 
and more illustrious plavei s who 
desGJ VC some coverage These 
players also possess t he charisma 
though they may not be super- 
brats 

AHTA MTSIIRA 
CvtUivk 

T hanks a lut for the superb 
cover story on John McEnroe 
and Pat Cash (23 - 29th Jan ’91) 
When 1 flipped through the pages 
I was really delighted Hope you 
will give us more stones like that 
and looking forward to some 
other interesting' biographies 
SANGEETA BARUAM. 

Assam 

A OailflcationBM^BM 

1 HAD the opportunity to i-ead an 
larticle, namely. Shatranj Ki 
Khilari, by Robin Chatterjee, 
published in the year-end issue 
(Sportsworld 26 Dec-3 Jan). The 


writer was quoted as saying that, 

“Anand now aims to break into the 
top 10 in the world and then 
five " 

The magazine Desh . an 
esteemed Bengali weekly that is 
also a part of the Ananda Bazar 
Patrika group had published an 
article by V Anand himself, 
wherein Anand claimed to be the 
seventh ranked player in the 
world showing supporting 
statistics released by Elo It shows 
that Robin Chatterjee was caught 
napping being unable to furnish 
details while restricting his views 
as if Anand would still be vying to 
break int'') ihe top 10 

B ROY 
Bombay 

RobiD Cbatteiiee repUesi^immmm 

Till the time our issue 
(Sportsworld Dec~3 Jan) went 
to pivss Anand had still not 
inanaf^d to break into the top 10 
in the 1 boss world Till the time ho 
met GM Alexey Dreev for the 
Ctindid<itf*s match Anand was 
ranked 14 and he reconfirmed 

IhiA. fsii I \Aihfiii our oorrospondont , 
njef him at Madras during* the \ 
mate h I stand by my facts , 

I 

CongratulationslMMBHB 

H P'ARTY congratulations to 
Dibyendu Baruaon his 
becoming the second GM in India 
aft^rV Anand He has done the 
wui (d of sport proud by rising to 


the pinnacle of success by his 
endeavour and never-say-die 
attitude Had he got the right 
environment and the 
remuneration from the start, he 
would have got to the top much 
earlier We wish him all the best 
BIJANBANDYOFADHYAY. 
Calcutta 

Give him a break 

W ITH Mr Scmdia as the BCCI 
president, team selections 
should be done on the basis of 
merit as he had said before he got 
elected If that is the criteria, then 
Saurav Ganguly should definitely 
be in the Indian team He can give 
some much needed variety to the 
batting line-up and if his recent 
performances arp any indications, 
then he is sure to go far Sachin. 
Sanjay and Saurav are the guys to 
watch out for in Indian cricket 
PRABALGUHA. 

Assam 

Purposeful 

T he victory chase by England in 
the third and, particularly, the 
fourth Test was amazing There 
was the glimmer of hope initially, 
but it was not surprising that the 
senes ended the way it did (^nly 
Gooch batted with puipose and 
exhibited the ne(*essary diwe but 
it was sad that he could not bring 
about a victory for the English 
team 

BS VISWANATH, 

Bangalore 


Dibyendu Barua: an example of exemplary endeavour 











CALCUTTA 


MRF&iteNilubMeet 


I T’S only in Calcutta that one will 
find these kind of events. People 
out here are so sports-crazy that 
no opportunity, either to 
paiticipate or watch sport, is 
missed The recently concluded 
fourth MKF Inter club 
Champicniships was just another 
case in point. 

Over the last three years, the 
enthusiasm for this multi sp(3rt 
meet between the different scxjial 
clubs of the city failed to gather as 
much momentum as the 
Inter-club carnival held at the 
Saturday Club every summer. But 
this year the MRF meet organisea 
by the Calcutta Cricket and 
Football Club was different There 
were all indications that these 
championships have come of age 
The organisation wfis far more 
sleek and the general enthusiasm 
tfwards the entire meet was very 
encouraging sight, 

After a week of active sports 
which saw as many as 600 
participants from some 16 clubs 
participating, the Club 
Championship was won by the 
Saturday Club for the third year 
in a row. Second was the host club 
CC&PC, followed by Dalhousie 
Institute. 

The disciplines included double 
wicket cricket, five-a-side hockey, 
golf, tennis, badminton, rowing, 
snooker, darts and bridge. Some 
very exciting matches were 
witnessed particularly in the 
hockey final where Rangers Club 
eventually prevailed over 
Dalhousie Institute and in the 
cricket which saw the CC&FC pair 
of Navendu Mathur and Ajay 
Hathod beat the Saturday Club 
team of Naresh Ojha and Joydeep 
Mukherjee 
A Correspondent 


MANGALORE 


Vaistty BashetbaU 


K A VERY Women’s College, 
Virajpet beat arch rivals 
Cauvery College. Gonikoppal 

35-18 i&the final of the 
l- - 

82 



Mangalore University 
inter-collegiate women’s 
basketball tournament held here 
recently 

AnitaC (9)a.ndKa.vithaB,‘M 
(10) weri» the top aciorers for the 
winning team, while Vimala 
Ganapathi (8) played well for the 
runners up 

Micliael R. Pstrao 


tanrnrB MmWng 
Contest__ 

G IRNAR is the holiest —as well 
as the most famous—of all 
Gujarat's mountains. For tourists 
as well as pilgrims, there is 
nothing more exciting than 
climbing Girnar. Therefore, the 

ecene was urie of vigorovie 

physical exercise as 
mountaineers—aged between 18 
and 30—enthusiastically' 
participated in the nonpareil 
Girnar ascending and descending 
contest held in early February. 

The contest, sponsored by State 
Bank of Saurashti'a and managed 
by Junagadh’s Bahauddin Arts & 
Science College, started exactly at 
7 a.m. The first batch of fourteen 
ran 77 metres from the starting 


line to i-each the mountain steps 
for the climb and at an interval of 
five minutes 5 such teams 
followed 

Hundreds of people thronged all 
through the route of 5500 steps) 
or 3666 feet high from the soa 
level, if you like) which cuts the I 
distance to Ambaji one of the top I 
peaks of Girnar—by over two 
miles Their constant cheers and 
encouragement spurring the 
sportsmen on. To help the 
climbers, several wireless sets and 
medical camps were set up 
throughout the route. 

By completing the feat in 1 
hour, 7 minutes and 13 seconds, 
26-y0ar-old Atul Joshi pocketed 
the first prize. Unfortunately, the 
ITl student and winner of Nehru 
and Gandhi awards in athletics 
could not surpass the record 
created by Devsi Ambalia, who 

clocked 56 minutee £u:id 20 
seconds way back in 1979. 

Naran Chavda clocked 67 
minutes and 38 seconds and won 
the second prize. He was followed 
by Sajan Dangar, who came down 
one minute and fourteen seconds 
behind. The others were also 
given consolation prizes. While 
one sustained a slight injury in a 
fall, three retired in the middle of 
the expedition itself. 

HareshPandya 













Aacademy. Located at the 
Monabarie Tea Estate and 
sponsored by Macneil and Magor, 
one of the largest tea-holding 
companies in the area, the 
academy is called the Macneil and 
Magor Football Academy. And it 
was inaugurated on Feb.3 by 
Bhaskar Barua. the additional 
chief secretary of the State. 




JT WVi 



The Macneill and Magor football 
academy in Assam 

Shyam Thapa, the noted former 
football player from Calcutta and 
the coach of Bengal, has been 
hired as the chief coach of the 
Academy. He will be guiding, 
to start off with, only the boys 
from amongst the staff and labour 
or their children employed by the 
52 tea estates in and around 
Assam. Darjeeling and the Dooars. 
Banoy San 


ifadonal Women’s 
' Hbday 

G leaming Marutis stacked up 
ip hunky multi-tiered 
trailer-trucks, mustard fields in 
their yellow blooming best, and 
opulent red-brick farmhouses 
greeted the 23 teams that 
gathered in Gurgaon, Haryana, 
for the 44th National Women’s 
Hockey Championship. 


The jubilant Railway team: 
winners of the national women’s 
hockey championships 

The eight-day tourney saw the 
defending champions Railways 
finish head-and-shouJders above 
all others to extend their lease on 
the I^dy Katan Tata Cup for the 
12th consecutive year. 

Star-spangled Railways, 
fielding eight internationals, 
began theii’ campaign with an 
omphalic Ih O win over 
Vidharbha. ace centre-forward 
Madhu Yadav pumping in eight 
goals, inc luding a double 
hat-t.n< k The champions then ran 
into problems, being held to a 1-1 
draw by a tough Combined 
Universities squad Railways 
notched up the quarter-final berth 
only by the skin of their teeth, 
beating the university girls on a 
better goal-difference 

Railways then pipped doughty 
Bihai 1 -O, setting up a semi-final 
clasli against Bombay Madhu 
Yadav again starred in her side's 
convincing 4-1 win, with a 
sparkling hat-trick within the 
first 18 minutes of the match. 

The final saw Railways and their 
challengers. Air India, maiched at 
1-1 at half time, thanks to goals 
from outside-left Anita and A:r 
India inside-right Jamuna 
Behappa. However, the second 
session found the aggressive 
Railways forward line totally 
decimati rig the rival defence, 
which conceded the ma^chwinner 
to inside-right Angela D’sa. 

The Railway’s trump card 
Madhu Yadav topped the scorer’s 
scroll, with a dozen goals to her 


credit, including three hat-tricks. 

The third place in the 
championship went to Bombay, 
who outplayed Pepsu 3-0 in the 
play-off between the losing 
semi-finalists 

Two young squads that 
impressed during the tournament 
were those of the Combined 
Universities and the hosts. 
Haryana Universities displayed 
superb fighting qualities in their 
1-1 draw against Railways Their 
goaiKeepcr b.N. Hemaiauiaana ♦ 
defender Sandeep Kaur kept the 
marauding Railways forward-hne 
at bay for most part of the match, 
denying them space to 
manoeuvre Ilemlatha was latex- 
adjudged the best goalkeeper of 
the tournament 

AmfMig the highlights of the 
tournament were the decision by 
the Indian Women’s Hockey 
Federation to have an all female 
c;ast of umpires for the first time 
Another refreshing cdiange was 
the accent on greater benefits and 
cxiniforts to the playcirs 
themselves The membex's of the 
winning Railways side carried 
home a i-efngerator each, while 
oac:h mcnvtxji* of the runner-up Air 
India squad wa,s presented with a 
geyser. 

Last,but t'eriainly not the least 
w^as the encouraging presence of a 
lai'ge number of spectators, who 
thi onged the Nehru Stadium to 
witness the matches a world of 
difference from the dreary 
emptiness of the concrete stands 
in Delhi's giaiit stadia. 


A Correspondent 
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HN'Dl-.RABAI) 


iNatlonal Women’s 
Festival 


P UNJAB evfiH cJtjrrimated the 
15th national women’s festival 
claiming the overall team 
championship by collecting 33 
points Andhra Pradesh and 

Bengal frillnwed thf» leadnrs with 
21 and 17 points respectively. 

The festival was a big boost to 
Karnataka’s Lorraine Verghese 
who set two new meet records and 
carried home throe gold medals in 
the swimming events Having 
missed the nationals at Bombay 
last year, Loriaine came back with 
a bang in the 200 metres freestyle 
clocking 2 minutes 24.22 secs to 
set a new meet mark. Her 
compatriot Meghana Narayaria 
picked up silver Lorraine’s 
second gold came in the 100 
metres backstroke when she 
timed 1 min 17.25 sees 
The Karnataka lass once again 
plunged into the p(x)l to set 

another record in the 900 metres 
individual medley clocking 


2.44.47 secs. Farnaz Engineer 
also from Karnataka took the 
second spot, while UrmilaChetri 
of Bengal got the third place with 
a time of 2.55.63 secs. 

Another girl who showed her 
prowess in the meet was 
AmandeepKaur of Punjab She 
bagged a golden double by firstly 
throwing the shot put to a 
distance of 13.21 metres. Earlier, 
the stocky Amandeep despatched 

the discus tr> 4 1 mt rs tn 
a gold. Chaya Karandikar of 
Madhya Pradesh (37.20 mtrs) and 
Raj winder Kaur of Punjab (36.96 
mtrs) st(X)d second and third 
Alphonso Ryan of Tamil Nadu 
emerged as the third force to bag a 
couple of gold medals on the track 
on the second- day of the meet The 
upcoming girl set new records in 
400 & 800 metres. In the 800m 
she led the bunch right from the 
start to claim the first gold with a 
timeof2 13.8 secs, thus erasing 
the old mark set by Hamida Banu 
in 1981. Suresh Bala (Delhi) and 
Mandeep Kaur (Punjab) romped 

Lorraine Verghese collecting the 
trophy tor swimming in the 
National Women's festival 


home with a silver and bronze 
respectively. 

Alphonso Ryan added one 
more gold to her kitty in the 400 
mtrs outclassing Inderjit Kaur 
and Mandeep Kaur, both of 
Punjab in 57.5 secs. 

A fourth force in the form of 
Suresh Bala came to the fore when 
she bagged a grand double in the 
3000 and 1500 mtrs. 

National high jump record 
h-older Angela Linoy soared to a 
height of 1.67 mtrs to win the 
gold. But she failed in her attempt 
to set a new mark at 1 72 mtrs. 
Pushpa Ekka (Bihar) won a gold 
in the javelin throw event by 
hurling the spear to 43 10 mtrs. 
Sushma Behera of Orissa (39.96) 
andB A Bhagirathi, Karnataka 
claimed the bronze. 

In the other team events, Tamil 
Nadu with 80 points Ux)k the 
championship in athletics, while 
Bengal with 1238.55 points 
earned the trophy in gymnastics 
The tennis title went Andhra 
Pradesh’s way w^hen they beat 
Chandigarh 2-1 The host’s also 
claimed the badminton crown. 

A Correspondent 






S HE IS a pi'ecocious girl She has 
an intellectuars penchant for 
the most brainy of all games At 
j 11, Zeal Mehta, a student of 
I Ahmedabad’s Sharda Mandir, has 
1 virtually conquered everything in 
J sight so far as women's chess m 

1 Ouj£urctt lo concerned Seal lived up 

I to her name on the board ui the 
recently-concluded Gujarat State 
I Women's Chess Championship, 

I organised by the Gujarat Chess 
Association, at the Gujarat club 
Winning all of her four matches 
I and securing a great number of 
j points in the process Zeal won the 
women’s title She also pocketed 
the sub-junior girls' and the 
junior girls' titles It was one hell 
I of a pel foimance from one so 
I tender in age, considering there 
j were many seasoned 
campaigners in the fray 
I Besides Zeal, the other lasses to 
I impress were Yesha Mehta Gopi 
I Shah and Usha Shah 
' H«re»h Panctya 


BANGALORE 


SBHnoay 


S TATE Bank of India (SBI) made 
a hattnek by retaining the SBM 
trophy beating arch rivals 
Syndicate Bank by 19 runs in the 
3rd State Bank of Mysore 
invitational cricket tournament 
held here recently under the 
auspices of the KarnatakaState 
Cricket Association 

SBI made 199 runs for 9 wickets 
in 42 overs The runs included a 
107-run partnership of Arjun 
Raja (44) and B Raghunath (54). 
besides 42 runs from skipper 
Roger Binny Syndicate Bank 
8001 ^ 180 runs for 7 wickets m 
42 overs, with Rajesh Kamath 
scor^g 53 and Sudhakar Rao 
(31)^ 

Earlier in the semi-ftnals of this 
24-team meet. Syndicate Bank 
beat Indian Telephone Industries 
by 6 wickets and SBI beat Central 
Excise by 23 runs 

Ralph F.PMrw 





Roger Binny, skipper of the 
State Bank of indie, receiving 
the SBM Trophy from Mrs. S. 
Ramesh, wife of the State 
Minister for Sports 
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banc;alore 


I Bagp^ OoMDertiy 

A STAR Reboj n’ Star Contender 
iubbed suspect over a staying 
I trip after being humiliated by 
I Ca pi am Eo in the South Indian 
I Derby in ear ly January redeemed 
I hiaisrll with a stunning display of 
stamina and turn of foot to lift the 
prestigious 2400 metre Bagpiper 
Gold 1991 BangaloreT^erby, the 
blue riband of the season run last 
month Star Contend-^reasily had 
I the measure of Delage, clocking a 
smart time of 2 mm 32 8 secs 
I The fast pace till the final bend 
» proved to be of no consequence, as 
j theraceactually began only after 
[ heads turned for homo Though 
' ten had faced the starter, it was 
f virtually a two-horse affair 
between Star Contender and 
Delage The rest were outclassed 
Vasant Shinde. just three short 
I ofacentury of classic winners, 

I desperately tried a one-two and 
smoothly drove Delage to the 
I front pfissing the 400 Bui he had 
j no answer to the onslaught of Star 
I C ontender who was pul in to top 
gear by a cool and confident Robin 
Corner The outcome was clear 
and Shinde tliough driving out 
strfingly failed to contain a 
challenger who was i u nning well 
within himself 

In fact, had Corner not been in 
danger of being hampered by the 
riderless Alberetto who dislodged 
his rider Mallesh Narredu passing 
the 2000 while he was making his 
c hallenge in the middle the 
lengtli and a quarter verdict 
would surely have lieen much 
I biggrr 

j I’he hi/5zl mg' display of Star 

CoTitender not ooly did his owner 
IJrMAM Uamaswamy DrCS 
Pouiiawalla and Z S Poonawalla 
proud, but ho also dibpolled and 
cast asido all doubts regarding his 
staying abilities 
The rejuvenated form of Star 
Contendei Rijeak*^ volumes of the 
capabilities ot his schooler Jim 
Foley who brought him back into 
winning form after his Guindy 
debacle 

WamarWiliaiiw 



Star Contender with Robin Cor¬ 
ner in the saddle in the winner’s 
box flanked by (Right to Left): 
Jim Foley, Or M.A. M. Ramas- 
wamy (Joint owner) Mr Z.S. 
Poonawalla and Mrs Behroze 
Poonawalla (Joint owner) after 
the Bagpiper Gold Derby race. 


BANGALORE 


PutdieSeetiffbaskrt- 

ball 


O NGC I'>ehra Dun defeated an 
equally competent host team. 
Indian Telephone Industries (ITI) 
Sports Club, 66-44 m the final of 
the All India Public Sector 
basketball tournament held here 
recently 

AshoKan (io\ Ajit PaDl3)and 
Kush winder (10) were the mam 
scorers for ONGC, while 
Vasudevan (15) and Ramanathan 
(12) played well for ITI 

Earlier in the semi-finals ONGC 
edged out a fighting Ney veil 
Lignite Corporation 58-54, while 
TTl li’ounced Bharat Electronics 
Ltd 67 36 

Ralph F, PAtro 


MADRAS 


nmms Dp Ttoplqr 


S ANTHOME Higher Secondary 
School were the best of 75 
schcxil teams when they finished 
on top in the popular annual 
Thumps Up Vincxi Mankad intei 
school competition conducted in 
the city last month 
Sant home has so far won the 
tournament seven times in eight 
years, the last six in succession 
This year, in addition to the 
Trophy, Sant home also won Rs 
10,000 prize money awarded by 
the sponsors Chennai Bottling 
Company 

Runners up, St Michaels 
Matriculation HSS tcx>k Rs 7500 
The third prize of Rs 5000 went to 
HKM (Mam) HSS wHile PS Hlgner 
Se(‘ondary school finished fourth 
and won Rs 2500 
This year, the tournament was 
conducted on a knock out cum 
round ^obin basis Up to the 
quarter finals, the tournament 
was conducted on a knock out 
basis From the senu-final, the 
competition was conducted on a 
round robin with the team 
finishing on top being declared 
the winner 
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Individual awards went to S 
Knshnan CPS Siva (who shai ed 
the best batsman award) and 
Rag^hui am Das who won the best 
bowler prize 

Psrtab Ramchand 


6.Y.Ba|aTBniife 

T OPSEEDED K Sankar of 
Kerala Stale Elet tncity Board 
emei g'ed the champion m the i4th 
G V Raja Memoi lal All Kerala 
Tennis Tournament 

In the men s finals plaved at the 
Tnvandi um Tennis Club K 
Sankar beat A Ajayakumar 6 2 
6 7 6 3 m a stiff battle Eai her in 
the semis Sankai blanked out 
Anil Mathew 6 16 2 and 
Ajayakumar defeated 
Vijayakumai 6 10 3 

Ai athi Sasidhai an continued 
her supremacy in the wfimen & 
section defeating ('* Indu 0 16 4 
m the linals 

Sankai also won the doubles 
title when he defeated the 
Ajayakumar Raiucsh 
combination 6 o i in 
Pai tnet ship wit h K 
Vijayakumai 
In the junioi boys finals 
Hemanth Santhosh rallied to beat 
Jaykumar 3 6 6 1 6 0 While 
Hemanth went down to Binumani 
6 7 6 0 6 4 mtheboVB(U 10) 
finals 

Sajeev Kumar T. K. 


HYDF.RABAI) 


.UmcaOpenCbess 


V ETERAN International 

Master Arun Bhasker Vaidya 
of Maharashtra annexed the 
coveted Lunca Trophy with 9 
points out of a possible 10 
conceding just two draws to IM 

Intsrnational Master A. B. Vaidya 
receiving the Llmea Open chase 
trophy from Mr. J. Seshagiri, 

MD, Hyderabad Bottling 
Company 
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San Thome Higher Secondary 
School were the winners of the 
Thums Up Inter-school cricket 
tournament 

Ravi Sekliar and V B Adhikan 
(Mahal) 

1 he second place went to IM 
Raja Ravi Sekhai who scored 
8 10 losing only to M B 
Mur alidharan (TN) who finished 


third with 7 5 points 
The local star and foi mer 
National Junioi Champion PDS 
Girinath wholost to Vaidya in the 
final Iound got fuui th plax:o on 
the lie breaker with 7 5 points 
In a colourful function Mi J 
Seshagin Rao MD Hyd Bottling 
Co gave away the cash awards 

N.GhaHb 
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PRO FQareAU.OOO<tZTER&A6K JtMM^AUSHOia 
FWJv/^DEO SOME OWPUVt^MEP 0ATHBDCA\ V40AAOR 
WHEM WE WASCAOfeMTVJlTH W\S PAUIS COJAi 
DORVt^ A1989OeueBR»TV &OUF ItXJRNAMEKJT 
TWE PARnC.\PAKr& VJsORE UWE /WVtWDPHO^ES 
AT THE FRO- CELEBRnV S^IKIS fiAME IN 5UB- 
UReAN Oi\\CPSaO THE <jAU\£Ry' 'NAS TREATEF 
TOSTRANSE sounds and off-color <®WAaC5 
WHEN THE M»KED /WMAHDN VlStTEDTWE «SSr- 
ROOMIMTHE /H\DDUEOF HlS&OtF&AME' 



NoyMMEM ViiERE AVUSUiSDIbcZlMPErie IMAXABH'S 
19e9 SNOUWDWLC RACE AT SAOUT Site A1A»B, M(CH 
SO WHEN tCACIT OPPICIAIA 5PCTTEI? vlHATTHBY' 

m) 06 «r vajas A y«»vw racer. TweY FiAsfiep 
pCftNNTV«SNCMJMC)B»LER THE'SHB* TUBWEP OUT 
TO BE A HE TWe 0 PPC>AV-SVJEFEF!EP-PACEP 
WHEN RACER TOW LEZCMCW REMCWBD HiS HEL.- 
AAET ANOSHOOtC WlS LOM 6 » WA\R OiSGOST' 


IM 19^% THE SfcAm.E BMtARERS TRADED THE 
'WESTERN HOCKEY UEAiSjOE R\G>HTS OF PLAYER 
TOW martin iDV\C‘n3R\A -FORATEAMSliS' 
ip/fwrmAjA 7mr/m>/A6oar/r/ir7?^7zm^ 
REMARMEDMARnN BUr/TtJ^S A/!BAL NICE8lC 




AfTER AUAtHA VWWKS CMTER MXiSSa AWIONE ARRWEO 
PDRAe>A»ewrWTHEOETRWTPjStCN&VN 1909 HE WBAt- 
iZEP he hap uefthvs sneakers SACK atthe Horeu 
A(OSeS PAlDA 0AtL0t?Y*1O TO RUSH BACKTO H\S 
TOOMANP FETCH H>ST.AY\H6 shoes EuTTHH 
YOONlb&TBR FATLEP to RETURN > N Tk WE ANP WALONE 
WAS FORCEP TO PLAY iN AN UNCOMFORTABLE PAIR 
OF SHOES WE had BORROWED FROM ATEAAAWATE 
AIAUONE LATER PkSCONEREP THAT THE pySTONS' 

scomv^iui^ HAP intercepteptwe ball eoY 
AND SRtBEP WkM WITH <-20 TO TAKE WVSTkME • 














I QUIZ I 


QUESTIONS 

1 For which football team did Ian 
Botham play’’ 

2 What IS common to Graeme 
Pollock, John Ednch and Allan 
Border"? 

3 What IS common to Wally 
Hammond, Mike Procter and 
2[aheer Abbas'? 

4 What IS common to George 
Headley Vinoo Mankad and Colin 
Cowdrey*? 

5 Henri is me miaaie name ot an 
English post-War Test cricketer 
whose debut year is 1975 Guess 
who"? 

6 When did England get their first 


post-War Test victory against 
Australia*? 

7 Formerly, anybody scoring a Test 
century in — had a tree planted 
there in his honour Which was the 
centre*? 

8 Was any Australian batsman run 
out in the 1956 Test against 
England at Old Trafford when Jim 
Laker bagged 19 wickets'? 

9 Which IS the favounte cricket 
ground of Sunil Gavaskar*? 

10 Who got his maiden Test century 
in his 52nd innings for Australia 
against England at Old Traftord in 
July 1964*? 


ANSWERS 

1 Scunthorpe United 

2 All of them are left-handed 
batsmen 

3 They all played for 
Gloucestershire CCC 

4 They are fathers of Test 
cricketers 

5 Philippe HENRI Edmonds 

6 In the Melbourne Test 1951 

7 Durban 

8 No (The 20th wicket was claimed 
by Tony Lock) 

9 Queen s Park Oval (Trinidad) 
which he says is a beautiful 
ground with a lovely backdrop 

10 Bobby Simpson (311) 



RELEASED' Sir Richard Hadlee fiorn Dunedin 
Hospital He was admitted ditei he collapsed 
during a New Zealand vs Si i l^nka one dayei 
because ot inegulai tieaitbeat 

HONOURED Wing Cominandei P K Mabanand 
for his book Great Asian Attiletes He has also 
been elected meraliei ol the International 
Track Assex lation and Field Statisticians 

APPOINTED Mi Justice Natald)aii as one* man 
executive«ounc il of ttie Indian Olynipii 
Association He has been appointed V) this post 
by the Madras High Com t 

NEW RECORD Set by &ei gci Bubka Bubka the 
Olympic and woi Id pole \ ault c hampion bi oke 
his own WOI Id indoo» i ecoi d w hen h( cleared 
6 08 metres 

REINSTATED Nick Faldo as the wui Id No l attei 
losing the spot to Ln eg Not man 

NEW RECORD Set by Wta Pippig ol Gei many in 
the women s indooi 5 000 met i c s al Sluttgai t 
with a tim mg of 15 rams 11 73 sec s 

DEFEATED. Cameioou (2 O) in a li lendly ma ch 
by England at Wembley Aiena uai y i»int kei 
scored both the goals 



WON B<*ri Johnson the 60m dash at the 
Yomiui 1 Chitose International in Osaka 
defeating Andres Simon ot Cuba 


BAN SOUGHT By Napoli on Diego Mai adona foi 
inconsistent appearanc*e Petition put to the 
Italian National Federation If parsed then 
Napoli esr »pes the obligation ol paying 
Maradona 11199 i as pei the f onti ac 1 


I 


I 


RETIRES. Sugar Ray Lefjnai d aftei txnng 
knocked out twice by Ten v Norris at tln' fight 
at Madison Square Gai den 

REAPPOINTED. Viv Ricbaids as tht captdii ol the 
West Indies team to play against Austi alid 

INVALIDATED- By Madras High Court a 
proposed special general body meeting of the 
lOA by the V C Shukla faction 


RETAINED Forniei Czech Davis Cupper PavtM 
Slozil as the coach of Steffi Graff even thougfi 
shf has not been winning on the cm uit 
recently 

ELECTED' Simon O Donnell as the Austialian 
crn'‘keter of the year He has not played in a 
Test for five yeai & and was not pai t of the 
Ashes victory lie won over the much fancied 
David Boon and Bruce Reid 
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■» arifiny iter tartwMa. . 
liMrtMd, tfhop around fbr 
9ear that aooMituatM 
lyoarfttnm. Alooae 
fliilrt wgm over liroad 
atooulder^-tdidyiou 
Itase puidi'ttp would 
'lhalpyou—wUl 
totamattoaBy 
fiamonlla^fbe 
prafcraibm of your gut. 
ikA to laaaatim ttkom 


110^ knre taandlM ihat*:to 
. poi^ijbBg out at liie aidw. 

As for ocdooxs, run 
like hell from loud, 
flaahy reds and yellows. 

only maloM you 
lode larger than life. It's 
tbeUuea, dferooal grey 
and Made thatll 
disfenoe you somewhat . 
from ttMprowd and 
mateyottkiokdtinuaidri . 
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CAN’T PLAY SOFTBALL 


But playin' the field 

T ouring pro David Wheaton’s no 
softie—ask Brad Gilbert about that. So 
what’s he doing trying to swat a softball? 
After flailing at the softball, Wheaton gave it up 
as a bad joke and cribbed, *I don’t really get it, 
if I can hit a tennis ball then I should be able to 
hit a softball,” 

The subject of being a ’hit* or getting hit 
seems to luve become a favourite pastime urith 
Wheaton, otherwise known for his on-court 
gastronomical habits. Last year, he was nearly 
creamed by fellow player Brad Gilbert at the 
ITF sponsored Grand Slam Cup but this year 
(he word has assumed a bit at a romantic 

nature. Enter Miss Mary Joe Fernandez. 

The women’s no. 4 sat courtside and watched 
Wheaton in a recent tournament. A 
favour—Wheaton, ever chivalrous, returned. 
Since then things have been looking up for both 
of them. ”We*re just good friends,” they hastily 
defend themselves. But then, we’ve heard that 
(me before, haven’t we? Wheaton under 
pressure later admitted that, “we have become 
closer over the last year and a half.” 

Looks like he’s quite a hit this 
time! 


R umour has it- 
that Graham 
Taylor is a hard 
and unforgiving 
coach. 

Apart from being a 
strict coach, he is an 
authoritarian, a 
puritan and a killjoy. 



nottayiSr-made JI 


Suited for discipline 

An autocrat who bans smoking, dancing and 
drinking before a game and fines his men 75% 
of their pay if they are sent off! Neither does 
Taylor tolerate fools or foolish teams. As his 
previous club Aston Villa, league runners up, 
and 0-2 down in the FA Cup against lowly rated 
Crewe found out. He didn’t minc^e words at half 
time: **Gentlemen, you got us into this f ......g 

mess, you will get us out of it.” Villa won 3-2. 

What’s worse he reportedly does not even 
tolerate any interference in his job. As he told 
some of yesterday’s men of the Football 
Association (FA). “I’m my own man and I 
answer to nobody but myself,” a warning he 
fired even before he took over Robson’s mantle. 

By the way he’s going, he might turn out to be 
the right answer to England’s soccer hooligans! 
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|| STIFLED STEFFI ^ 

Oper 

1 to boys 

-J| 

*1 get along better 


with boys,*aays the 
lady. 

Mentally she's 
going a bit bonkers 


too. “Oh come on,* 


she barked at a 


reporter in Paris when 


asked about her 


personal life, *is it so 

: 'Vf-t.-: ;V. vV'-' - u ■ 

serious?* 


No, but then she's 

Steffi Graf and she 


herself stoked the fires 


when she gave that 

photo session to 

:eil-: 21 mdamiCMmMyT 

Vogue and remarked 

^OWS STEFFI 

U GRAF doing, now 
JUthat she's 217 Not 

she was not just 

dating Alexander 

Mronz but also the 

too hot. For Steffi, 21 

lead singer Mick 

is the blooming of 

Hucknell, from the pop 

youth. For the rest of 

group Simply Red. But 

the tennis circuit, she's 

then, as Steffi herself 

a relic. 

admits. "Being 

The Graf girl is quite 

famous isn't all that 

lonely too, being 

fun* especially when 

bankrupt in the 

you're 21, and ratin' to 

friendship department. 

go" 


TOTO (LLY) OUT OF IT 


Schillocrs god famine 

fi^ALVAtmB^fmySCHtiJLACi 

IShamm, mMt9"9 

lAi« iWli Am lla^ 

MiH<ibio»iRlb«L n«|»i^ 

in 9% iMcte, uht^t 

leant, Aff ew tdt airik* AeM « 

§ua9.M$klmSf9*ahiotkedwktlm»kfi$ 
- rngnimaX 

FmfHbV wcir 

vlw flvHttdCV* -/w®®® 
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Baciwr can’t understand the Importanoe of 
being No. 1 


BECKER SAY 


Confused philosophy 

W ITH his No. 1 ranking has come a new set 
of post-match rules for Boris Becker. As 
the world witnessed after Ms Aussie 
Open triumph. A brief show of courtside 
emotion later, Becker had the tournament 
officials doing a double take when he ran out 
of ^ stadium and into the park outside for a 
little jog. He had obviously forgotten about the 
prise distribution and was going back to the 
hotel when he was gently persuaded by 
security that he had a formality to fulfil 
towards the crowd. 

He was (Hie!) so Mgh on emotion that he 
muffed up li^ thank you speech. An hour later, 
though it was a very different Boris Becker. 
Assuming distinct shades of Plato, he felt that 
he might go the Wilander way. **1 am like Mats. 
In tha t lam a person of extremes and I have a 
little fear that it won’t go on anymore,*‘he 
pMlosophised. "I am not the type who wants to 
be No.1 for 4-5 years. I want to move on in life 
and do something else.” 

And tMs might mean having a family and 
kids: “I would like to have a quiet private life, 
with a wife and children and not be in the 
frontline anymore.”Hey, Stefan, Ivan...better 
start lining up the prospective brides, guys! 











Sometimes 
a single pair 
of Power shoes 
can bring 
60f000 people 
to their feet 




I When Kapil Dev ereated a world record by hitting 
wur consecutive sixes at Lord'sy he was wearing Power 
hatting shoes. 

I According to Kapil DeVy ""The most important part of 
my cricket gear are my shoes. ” 

Ask him why he wears only Power cricket shoes and 
the reply is : "Comfort."' Full stop. 

What is it that makes a Power shoe comfortable ? 

Is it the lighty softy supple leather? (Not to mention the 
\firm toe.) Or the multi-studded rubber soley for a better 
grip? Perhaps it is the perforated 'upper' for added 
\breathability and sweat absorption. Or the high 
Cushioned collar to protect the Achilles’ tendon. 

To experience the magic of a Power cricket shoCy try 
\and get yourself tickets to a Test match at Lord's. 

Or for a better vieWy visit a Power dealer near you. 






Dibyendu Barua 


‘If Only Ufe Had Beei 


For D/BYBNOUBARUAf the long^woHed Gnuidfflostar title 
meant (Miveraiice from the despair tlMt kod olmost overwh^^ 
him in hn lou, inpoverkhed, iMitutorad quest tor dwss glory. 
And ROW OS 0 whole new horiion opens Up before him, the young 
Grondffloster is unsure ond worried how he win foce fresh tryst 

with destiny... 


Id the beginnmg they oould not quite atpiain the pbenomenoa of hie 
untutored, premature suooeas. Nor did they really oare to, in fkot. 
They ^mply called him a prodigy—a child prodigy—yet another 
freak of nature who managed to outpace time, his age. to do things 
he was not supposed to in bis premature youth. 

And then they kept him under watch, with keen, doubtful eyes, 
half expecting their theories to come true, half expecting his even- 
tual ruin. Fear, tb^y beheved firmly and without a shred of doubt that 
child prodigies seldom blossom to th&r promised end. And Dibyendu 
Barua lout credence to that cynical beli^ when he faltered... fal¬ 
tered...and faltered ..so hnstratingly—till at last bis time came. 

Dibyendu was five-year old or maybe six, when be entered competi¬ 
tive oheee -» raw untutored home-made player, emerging elowly 
into the outer world fiom the stinking hellhole of bis impoverished 
one-romn hcane and moving solely on the steam afhis own sparkling 
gift of wits, and the en thusiasm of a struggling hUher who had a 
harrowing time making ends meet. 

And, despite bis uncanny early success in chess, it all along looked 
like a futile quest. For the inesoapable fact is that modem competi¬ 
tive chess is as much a game of the mind as it is expensive 
professional training, studying and dependent on the unhurried 
undisturbed leisure of an easy lifestyle that enricbee the brain 

Sadly. Dibyendu oould afford none of all this, hi bis father’s 
ane-room flat, he barely bad one comer to himself tor everything be 
ever wanted to pursue—hie studies, biscbess, his reading. In fact his ■ 
very life. 

And yet be excelled, moving* down a seemingly unstoppable, preor- 
damed course of progress till be made bis first breakthrough win¬ 
ning the International Master title in 1982. Dibyendu was then only 
ISyearsc^age. 

But those theories, tboeeoynioal, but distressingly realistic 

theariea aoemad to ahadowhim again. Tbe tbaoriaa that predicted the 

inevitable early danise of bis childhood talents. Even to pundits it 
seemed marelikeafiruitleeaexeroiae than ayoungman’s tireless 
quest, as Dibyendu still remained steeped in seven theoretical ignor¬ 
ance. And given the massive chasm that exists between the status of 
Internationa/ Master and that ofarendmaster, Dibyendu Barua 
seemed destined to remain stagnated and tben slowly slide down to 
oblivion. 

Predictably enough, the only nqr of hope that tbe titleafJntema- 
tiaasl Master brought in the all-round deeolatkm that surrounded 
him in bis shanty room now began to fade as Dit^rendustrug^d in 
the jnuo/i morediillcuit terrain of cbees that Jfjr beftxre him. 

Changes indeed bad been taking place in Dibyandu’s life aeem- 




Dlbyentfu in his 
c|tiai1ar>roomffiat 











By SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL 


Less Cniel To Me 



pkvmeataamBlOmBbJiaB. tbougb the proepeot<^bigger xeoogni- 
«<>n, eBpedaUy the OM title, omtinued toloomintbediataathixriacm 
like a tuitag mirage. 

Andyet, todayDit^rBaduBtaxtBialndia’aaeooaddieeaOM. For 
bimitbaabeeaalaagdrawn torturiageiq;tmieaoeui tbeloaelineaa 
ami agnnjrafhJMorowded borne, where OvepeoplB are bueed to live 
tbeirUve8inaiamiaae-quaTterofaroom,iiududingtbBkitcbBn. 
Todey. that pain baa eaa^ amid the Joy of suooess, but tbe soars 
remain, aadaeebia one room borne. 

SPORISWORLO: Wlqr do you think it took you so long to aehitve yaw 
GnMbnastortlllt? 

DIBYENDU BARUA: Well, my development ae aohese player has 
been su^ that I had to ooDStantly diange my game through oon* 
tinnoua «« r«w4m«>nt. simply because my sdf-tauffbt chess was not 
viabto to face the modiorn verskm of the ocanplBX gams. Theoretical 
knowledge has become so Important today, that the entire game of 
ohaas to now going through a process of change. And in a world like 
that I was lighting my lone batOe with all my atol-eoquired akm 
which I maatoitod inaindy through trial and error. 


The Barua fSmMy at home 


ForBamalt 
has been a lOHfh 
brawn torturing 
experience In 
the loneliness 
anil agony el his 
crewileil home, 
where floe 
persons are 
fereeil to Use 
their lives In a 
mere gnarter of 
a room...Toiiay, 
that pain has 
easebhntthe 
sears remain as 
bees his one 
{room heme... 


rt 





Dibywidu with tiM trophiM 

has lieen hell. 
I’m not a healths 
nersen. On ton 
of him I hao to 
putupwlOiall 
thepnblems 
ahoutmr 
shategyanP 
gameplan. It’s 
hanowiog..Baiva 


So, aiter beoomiiiif IntematioDal Master m this method, I realised I 
could no longer carry on with this lEizid of‘personal obese.’So 
between ’82 and ’88.1 sought to totally reonent my game, which in 
other words meant starting from scratch. And I promise you, that 
has been a most agonising experience ofmylifo. 

But you always atiributad your lack of theoretk»l knowledge to financial 
constraints, your InabHity to got professional coaching, books and soon...But 
how did you suddenly start gmng help in tem» of books and othar thing- 
s...was it your job at TATA... 

Oh yes. To be honest, the job in 1985 came tome lilce a godsend. I got 
the job and a whole new horizon opened up before me loouldnow 
buy the best books, and more important my participation in foreign 
tournaments was now almost guaranteed. Mind you. tobe strong on 
the theoretical side, you don't need just books, you need experience 
and exjxisure also. Since *65 or rather I would say, end of ’85, all this 
began to happen to usher in a tide of good luck for Indian chess. 
Indian chess as a whole? 

Yes, since ’85, the Chess Federation has also become more deter* 
mined to send Indian players abroad, this has helped the game in a 

big way. 

You had a lot of weaknassas in the opening game, which in fact, deliwwi your 
progress for long, isn't it? How did you get around n? 

I still haven’t quite overcome that,to be honest. It still remains nwe of 
my mahi weaknesses. And after getting my GM title my main area of 
attention will be my opening game. 

Hew did this prebiwn affect your p arfortnance? 
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I It aliQOBt regularly put me into serious time trouble, which playera 
lilCB Vishwak n at h a n Anatid very rarely face. But ironically enough, 
lat^ a^ien I tried to do something about my opening game I realised 
Ireaohed almost theatre of ruin. Because now it was too late to 
dhange one vital area like that, unless 1 got some expert guidance 
framsomeone really good. But I have not yet been fortunate enoiigh 
to come across anyone like that. 

Bid then Hurt weakneu srtll renwin and eventually become yow Adiilles hesK 
It has always been. And. to be honest, although I have plans to 
improve my opening, maybe, I will not really do anything about it. 
Because 1 have already g^ good results trying to shortcut the 
opening phase and go directly into the middle game. 

The biggeet advantage of thia ia that moat of my oppononte do not 

ekpeot this kind of game; 80 they get Shocked, and eventually find 
tbsmsidves in trouble. In fact, on certain occasions, it worked so well, 
that I became quite careless and freewheeling about the opening 
game. But I suppose that kind of an approach may not be good for me 
inthelcmgrun. 

In that case you have i» maka up your mind about which araa of your game 
needs evarhaulim. Don’t you? 

Yes of course. But I’m a little worried about trying to do something 
new at this stage. It is a little too late for any change in my game, I 
suppose. So, Fm in a bit of a fix at this moment. 

Raiim, I would say you are a veiy happy man at this moment? 

Oh yes. (smihng). More than happy, Fd say I’m relieved, relaxed. 
Very, very much so. You know, the day Anand stole a march on all of 
us, and became a Grandmaster, a sort of complex started growing in 
me. lie is so m\ich younger than us, to be frank, I’d made such a good 
beginning in the early years, in my childhood. I was supposed to 

be far ahead of him. Instead he overtook us, so gallantly, while my 
performance over most part of the eighties had been indifiiarent. It 
was all rather depreaamg. So, for si long time I had been eagerly 

looking for this day. And now Fm relaxed. Oh my, God, if only I 
could express in words how relaxed I really am. 

You must have suffered tremendous iiressure M^ng your lone 
battle against the world without any help from anywhere. 

You did not even have a second to assist you, and you are the number two 
player in the country. 

It has been hell. Fmnotaveiy healthy person. On top of that I had to 
put up with all the problems about my strategy and gameplan, all by 
mye^. It’s harrowing. If only life had been a little leas cruel to me. In 
today’s professional chess to have a second means hell of a lot of 
money, I can't think of it even; on top of that most players vise 
computers, portable laptop ones, in which they have all the data 
stored. So, chess today is a hi-tech game, when Fm still the tradition¬ 
al Indian Shatraiy ke khilari, tiying to figure out my moves for 
hours on end. Sometimes, it seems for a man in my position, to he 
ambitious is almost a self-inflicted pain. 

When I epoke to I^byendu after be received bia OM title, it was clear 
bebed atiV aotreooverod Axrm Joy of having! Zos 

H raatn fitifiiM jjie tbougbtB and tancftiana were atill in upheaval. 
AnH tbetirat thought that flooded hie mind on that momentous 
nmaainn wasoflUBmotber, wbom be bad ioBt when he waa eight 
yearsM. 

At eight, Dibyendu bad already been a small-time competitive 
fdayw. And tocbyr he is Ihdiab second GJhf. OaJyiflXbyendu could 
have bia motber by bia aide. 

Dibyendu: She perhaps realised before she died. that, maybe one day 
I would take up obese as my main passion In life, and my singular 
goal towards exoallenoe. if there is life beyond death, maybe she is 
ha|^ today in hsr unseen, ethereal world. I wish she is. For, it is to 
hear that 1 dedicate my Icmg-awaltsd suooesa. 


^Chess Mar is a 
ai’Mhgama, 
whan rm still 
Uia inulltlaiui 
Imllan Shairaal 
kekhiiart, kylag 

la ligura aut m 

mavasfarkom 

attaml...Fara 

manlnmr 

nasttlaa la ka 

amkitlaus Is 

almasta 

sall-Inflletaa 

aala...Barua 


PholMraph8:NIKHiL 

BHATT^HARVA 
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f||nH£3lE’S very little money to be made 
I throu^rh tennis, these dasre And Just 

A before you go telling us that we’re wrong, 
you imght as well know who feels this way 
None other than Ion Tinac tbeBurly, burly 
moustachioed has been tennis player Wonder 
why he feels this way. the fact is that he’s 
doing quite well financially courtesy Boris 
Becker 

Anyway, the shrewd cham-smoking 
Komanian is so well off that he's decided to 
open his own bank He prefers the 
headquarters to be in his motherland in 
Romania (how come no tax problems^), where 
he was born The bank is to have a starting 
capital of about 500 million lei (£ 12 milhon) 
The mam aim, one supposes is to raise the 
economic status of the country but Tinac is 
such a smooth operator, you can never teU 
Well, if Tinac manages it as well as he does 
Boris Becker, he’s got another No 1 on his 
hands 



km TIrlac: 'banking’ on his Mast vanture 


M eet the world’s 
youngest 
aocoerdub 
member Charlottee 
Page Cuddly 
Cbiwlottae shot to 
soccer stardom 
exactly two nunutes 
after she was bom 
Her father, David 
Page a soccer iieak 
and an active member 
of Brighton, Football 
dub, Sussex watched 
his daughter being 
bom and then rushed 

off tu tlw U»lt>piiuxit> to 

register her as 
Bnghton’s youngest 
everaoooerfan His 
midnight call to dub 
official Idargaret 
Sanderson just about 
dinched the deal. 
Until Charlottee 

r mma a.l<vng 

previous youngest 
ever member of the 
seaside dub—known 
as the seagulls was 




WEMBLEY 
1083 



20 mmutee old 
Charlottes beat that 
record by 18 minutes 
Just a week after the 
tnrth, David was 
sittmg m hiB usual 
seat m the stands, 
when a message of 
congratulations was 
broadcast through 
the air over the dub’s 
loudspeakere The 
fans roeued their 
iqiproval ’’Charlottee 
la now the proud 
owner of her own 
memoeranip cards, 
herowneoooer 
strip—^the dub’s blue 
and white odours and 
her favourite, the 

team’s apedality 
teddybear Theonly 
nunus point la that 
she’s unaware of the 
fact that she hoida the 
record but then as her 
dad says, *Tm sure 
she’ll lova that too.” 




E inyone of you efver happen to bump into 
sftm Edberg one of these dajrs (though, we 
ppoee, the possibility is remote) take 
another road Along with his No 1 ranking 
Bdberg also seems to have lost his cool 
At a press conference m Melbourne, Edberg 
was asked by a comedienne, a senes of banal 
and imtatmg questions In the midst of an on 
going press oonferenoe he was suddenly asked 
which member of ABBA—the Swedish pop 
group—he was and whether he felt the use of 
oat gut in tennis to He eooiogicauy Bouna Add 
to that a defeat by Ivan Lendl and the loss of 
the number one ranking and the results could 
well have been disastrous 
Edberg later admitted that he hadn’t 
understood the questions posed to him by 
Pune—^AnneWheatly, the comic **IfIhad,I 
would have answered them,” said a serious 
looking Edberg Tournament officials later 
issued him an apology But there’s a very mad 
Swede roaming the global tennis circuit these 
days 
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Edberg is tiighly ivoidatili’ these d^ys 



I s LEW HOAD stUl arouQd’^ WMl, you can bet 
your last Aussie ddUar, he IS At least, he 
was in Sydney at the invitation of another 
tennisgreat,'J(dmNewoombe Ithasbeensaid 
that Lew m hiB prime could go on court to play 
flawlees tennis after awlld night out ’’Ihat's 
probably true," quipped back Hoad, 56 "^t 
there’e a few other htokes who could do it too 
Newoombeforone ” 

Hoad was in Stydney recently to celebrate the 
oentenary of the NSW Tennis Association So 
were his old partners Ken Rosewall, 
Newoombe, Tony Roche, Fred Stolle and a few 
others Thrall played a bit of tennis at the 
celehratkniB All, except Lew who acquired a 
ahpped disc way back in 1078 Addtothatths 
fkot that the onoe-upon-a-time tennis fireak 
doesn’t emoy the game anymme 
Barrel chested and a grandfather ftve tunes 
over, Lew p refbrred to hang out with a cold 
beer embedded in his huge fist Alone hemight 
have been, but the numerous admirers still 
ensured that be was the star (tf the show "J 
kteedabeer,’*hesaid 1 still do. But when it 
aame down to the big, important matches, you 
just didn’t do any of that "Then he says he 
did^-onoe. Soon his eyae get that time tested 
faraway look and he goes into one of hia 
stumsrotn ansodotea,.. Juatlflce Lswlfoad. 











I am not a marathon 
, munOT. I am in love 
^ with one. though. 
I Which means that I 
dig with thoiisands of 
other epousee and signi¬ 
ficant others, am a mem- 
laer of that select group 
■ of people you see milling 
around at the start, 
standing at various 
points along the way 
and waiting on either 

aid^ of the fixiieh line. 

We’re out there, blend¬ 
ing in with the rest of 
the marathon fans that 
line the course. But 
we’re not just faces in 
the crowd. Our love and 
intimacy give us in¬ 
sights into the lives of 
these single-minded 
athletes that uninvolved 
marathon-watchers will 
never know. 

We hang in there dur¬ 
ing their long months of 
self-absorbed training. 
We endure our own feel¬ 
ings of sloth and fatness 
wl^e they grow stron¬ 
ger and leaner. We en¬ 
courage, teaae and 
mother them. We cook 
and consume several 
tons of pasta. 

We spend countless 
evenings alone while 
they crisscross the city 
night after night in pur¬ 
suit of those 70-mile 
weeks. When they walk 
through the door, de¬ 
pending on how the run 
went, we listen to them 
either complain, brag, 
rationalise or groan. 

Many of us travel with 
our mates to romantic 
places for marathons, 
but we’ve learned not to 
expect conversations ab¬ 
out the coluui' of our 
eyes or the depth of love. 
Instead, we discuss BKs, 
oxygen debt, the race 
course, possible check¬ 
points, projected pace, 
oourse records, and the 
elite athletes. 

The night before, we 
listen to them speculate 
endlessly about the 
weather and fret over 
food, clothes, feet and 
bowel movmnents. And 



after th^ go to bed at 
the judicious hour of 10 
p.m. to insure plen^ or 

sleep for the big dsy (eo 
much for romance), we 
listen to them toss res¬ 
tlessly most of the night. 

The morning of the 
race we arise at 4:30 
a.m. so they can eat 


pieces of dry toast and 
then sit in the bathroom 
for 2 hours. We say no¬ 
thing when they wAl the 

When ehsarmg for the 
ruiinars,spoi«a 
thought tor the people 
who eland end welt «t 
the finleh line 




LONDON MARATHON '83 

-INISH 

■^TANOesiCXiMPUTERS 

MILES 


MARS LONDON 




Ug trandton: Wbjr nor JT j 

We walk qidetly tbtiw 
starting line with ihanh; 
laqicHy sihut out of Ifaeir ; 
mental preparations^ 
accept their sweats and 
absent-minded kisses be¬ 
fore they daSh off into 
the thrtmg. If possible, 
we greet them along the 
way to shout words of 
encouragement, to snap 

» fow pictuiw, to ooUeot 

cast-off clothing or give 
fluids. Or just to be 
there, for like men in the 
delivery room, we are 
outcasts, pleasant to 
have around perhaps, 
but in actual fact, ex¬ 
traneous. 

We hustle to the finish 
line, juggling their dry 
cdothes and camera and 
car keys. We study the 
clock, calculating and 
waiting, sweating out 
those fins! minutes. At 
last our marathoners 
appear, and we watch 
their machine like bodies, 
work through ridicu¬ 
lous pain, and we strug¬ 
gle not to pity them. 

When it’s over, we hug 
them, sweat and stink 
and all. That’s when 
we’re needed, and, i 
charged as we are with 
our mission, we scu^ 
about for food and drink 
and finishers’ T-shirts. 
We smile apologetically 
to onlookers while our 
sweethearts throw up in 
the bushes. We massage 
their knotted calves and 
help them into fresh 
clothes. We hold them 
up as they limp back to 
the hotel, and we grin 
wisely when they swear, 
rm never aoing this 
again. 

And while driving 
them home, we fulfill; 
our last duly. We listen 
to: The Marathon Story. 

We don’t run 
thousands of training 
milss, and we dcmt run 
the 26-mile race. But we 
are there through it all, 
and, bey, we dnerva a 
round m applause, too. 


























//e^/ ^ AtH atfo A poUcyhotbcK 


Yes. / am insured. Mv papa has 
bought me LIC’s Jeevan Kishor 
Policy. It's a new plan specially 
made for little children like me 
So, ivhen I grow up, I’ll get a 
lot oj monei and become a big 
man like my papa 

Why not buy a Jeevan hishor 
Policy for your children too? 
And make their dreams tome 
true. 

For further details, contact the 
nearest LIC branch office or 
your agent or de\ c'lopment 
officer. 


Jeedan Kishor 



jCife Jnsuroncc 
Corporation of Jndta 

34 years ui the business of life. 




















How to travel from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari and from Kutch to Kohima 
and not notice Electrometal tanks. 


Vjlicrcver you travel in the tasi West North 
or Sleuth of India by rail, road or air, you'll see 
oui tanks hor cvcr^KJy trusts Electrometal 

Nor arc the\ alone in their judgement A host 
of other reputed organisations rely on 
Electrometal pressed steel tanks ThcCPWD, 
tht IIP Jal Nigam the N T P ( municipalities, 
universities and giants in the private sector 
such as the Tatas the Birlas, the Thapars, Shaw 
U'allace the United Breweries Group and 
inan^ more 

Not without reason, ol course After all, 
Electrometal has been making tanks for over a 
decade Tanks that conic in all shiq>es, sires and 
specifications They can be easily dismantled, 
expanded reduced shifted or re erected Or 
left as the} are lor generations 
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STEEL TANKS 

The confidence of mettle 


Electrometal Tanks Limited* 

3 C Canute Street, Calcutta • 700 016 
Telex 021 5778 Flee In / 

Fax +t91)( 35) 296277 / 

Cable -ELECSIDr / 












VOICES 


"We have been following 
deveiopmenta carefully all theae 
yeara. Now that we see 
important changes can come In 
South Africa in the near future 
we expect the final solution can 
happen very soon.” 

JUAN ANTONIO SAMARANCH 
president of the IOC on South 
Africa s readmission to the 
Olymoics 


"First of all I’m going to host the 
biggest party in the history of 
Atlantic City. There won’t be 
enough space in all the hotels 
for the buffet tables. Then I’m 
going to buy a franchise and 
retire” 

GEORGE FOREMAN on what he 
would do after defeating Evander 
Holyfield 



















"Anytime, anywhere. Carl Lewis 
should know that I’m not afraid 
to run against him. I’m not 
taking anything away from the 
great runners but when I’m 
ready, I can do better than 
anyone in the world.” 

BEN JOHNSON, renews his 
challenge to the world and to Carl 
Lewis in particular 


“My goal this year la to remain 

where I'm on the rankings.” 
PETE SAMPRAS, after his first win 
of the year against 
Czechoslovakian, Milan Srejber 
"Freedom. A totally rtew world 
opened to me. I had a lot of 
possibilities after the Olympics, 
but I wasn’t able to do them, it 
was like being in a box, 
knocking on the walls, 
screaming ‘Please let me out’. 
Now I have so marry 
possibilities. It’s all so new, so 
wonderful. People come to me 
btkI ask me what I want to do.” 
KATARINA WITT dunnga 
vacation in the Canbbean The star 
skater of erstwhile East Germany 

had always to stay within the limits 
of protocol and that did not permit 
her to embark on a holiday It was 
only after the unification of 
Germany that she could ‘get out of 
the box 

“It’s a sad victory. He’s my Idol 
and I beat him badly. I didn’t 
want It to be that way. He’s still 
my idol.” 

TERRY NORRIS after he knocked 
down Sugar Ray Leonard twice in 
their fight at Madison Square 
Garden 

“Football isfiOpercenta 
problem, 10 per cent a pleasure. 

I don’t want to see the club die 
after my departure. That’s why 
I’m going to take some time to 
fiiMl my sueceeoor. Someone 
who will be able to put a lot of 
money and energy Into the club 
as I’ve done. I cannot stay In this 
kind of world. You can’t run a 
dub by remote control.” 
BERNARD TAPIE, the flamboyant 
President of the French club 
Olympique Marseille, after he was 
banned for a year for allegedly 
abusing and intimidatir^ referees 
and for showing ‘a senous lack of 
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II you are a male 
chauvioist you may not 
like this But there ts a 
theory (mainly among 
women obviously) that 
racing is merely an 
extension of a man s 
macho image 
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8 The MclJoiuiJcls of 
Tennis; A story on 
Nick Boilettieri’s tennis 
iLcadciny wliere tliey 
don't serve you with 
hamburgers but tennis 
lessons. 
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'It's stale news that 
I sport today is big 
money But coming to 
think of it, even wdieii 
sport persons retire they 
can make a v<.M'y 
comfortable living Ironi 
sport itself. So the 
question is, is il only for 
nothing or do they 
deserve iT’ 


"^CSpeed Demons; Is 
i lithe hig h speed 
world of Formula One 
racing the ultimate nialc 
fantasy... 












WHO’S FOR DINNER? 


A matter of choice 


Ip you cxmld go out to dinner with 
■Bnyonei who would it be? I i i Bid6 Toniiis 
magazine asked tennis oelebritieSi and 
here's how some of them answered this 
provocative question. 

CNMSiVCIITiTresideintBush I've 
had rtinner with him before. As a person. 
I found him so entertaining, witty and 
knowledgeable. We Just laughed a lot. He 

a dry eease of humor and is very 

quick a^ personable.*’ 

STEFFI CMIAFi He's dead. Salvador 
Dah. He was weird. But I loved what he 
did with his paintings. I always wonder 
what he was thinking before he painted 
hispictures AndFmfbsoinstedbythe 
little hints he gives about his pictures. ” 
ARTHUR ASMIt "Nelson Mandela. I’d 
want to know how a man who spent 27 
years in prison could oame out and be so 
rational and free of any Uttemeas." 

JINNIFni CAFRIATh "Jack 
Nicholsan because he’s such a cool guy." 

RNIUm CHAHUERi "Steffi Graf 
She’s a nice girl, very unspoiled. 1 hope it 
will last.’’ 

IVAN UNDLt "Mikhail Gorbachev. I 
was skeptical when he started 1 didn’t 
truat him and Tm atill not lOO percent 
sure I remember what happened to 
Hungary in 1956 and to my country in 
1968. But Fd like to sit down with him 
w-tid Bee what he’s thinking. What’s 
hap pening now is like a dream cams 
true.’’ 





out by these apace men. 
Nioholaon la the real ttibig 


W ig mwayt mougnt 
that Muhammad 
AH waa stacked 
wth lame doaea cour¬ 
age. Wait! everybody 
thought that. Bui re¬ 
cently a liUle bit of info 
on the Greatest left ua 
abgktiy shocked. That 
18 , token toe got to know 
about the man’s pet 
peeve- injections! 
That’s the only things 
Ali would say 
laughingly that seared 
him. What’s more, an 
injection scares him 
even today. But he has 
to have those big needles 
stuck inside him in 
order to live. Even 
when he was thunder- 


AMI) OF THE NEEDLE 

injecting life 


ttq|i tn the rmg a doctor 
would have to chase 
him to give kim a shot. 

Sow diffused and 
spent he is forced to go 
through this fowHne cf 
plasmapheresis. After 
that he is okay for a 
couple of months, 
Thai’s uMsn he meets 
his old pais, preaches 
the tenets Of Islam and 

AUeantaaeeyeto 

eyavRtti 

aayringaamie 



makes a sundry 
appearance here asA 
there. Like he did re- 
centlyy whm he zipped 
aeroae to Asia and even 
visited Caletf,tta. But 
cfter he returns ham 
exhausted, he lock* 
hxtMelf for days m h($ 
hoHse. Mostly all h» 
does is sit at home loot¬ 
ing blankly at the sth- 
foat handcarvsd Hger 
given id him by Ving 
WskUhPifig, or the yUh 
lertng robe presented te 
Mm by another kihy! 
JSlvis Pm^. It’s a m 
way to lies but Ali 
quips: “Sver^body A 

m M Hfe. 1 juft 0 
lost, Ret’# aU^" ^ 







OUT OF AFRICA 


Taxing problems 


ANCE upon a time there came to Calcutta a 
I boung man from Nigeria. Said he came to 
Wplay soccer and he did. In the process win* 
ning over the hearts of millions of Calcuttans. 
'Calcutta's own son', they called him. The 
young man was Cheema Okerie and he sure 
fitted into the local soccer scene...with 
aplomb. 

Then came the low, and the man who won 
over millions of hearts is now trying to patao 
the Income Tax authorities. Yes, Cheema has 
run into major income tax problems and the 
men from Bamboo Villa (iromc name for an 
office location) aren’t letting him off so easy. 

The ‘goal machme’ had for long been tm 
their hit list and when he encashed a time 
deposit receipt of Rs. 65,000 from a bank, they 
raided his South Calcutta residence Cheema 
reportedly is paid three lakhs by East Bengal, 
as he confessed under night long interroga¬ 
tion. The IT men, however could not find the 
huge amounts of cash he is reported to have 
stashed away They, however, managed to ex¬ 
tract confessions that have put both him and 
his club m a tight spot. 

Not exactly die kmd of situation East Bengal 
are used to finding themselves in ...under 
Cheema No wonder there are rumours that 
the Nigerian wants to go back to where he 
belongs* 

Cheema at home. The IT audiorlties laughed all 
the way Into his bank account 
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*AI|Ims I ieasi BBafb’ 
leidosit 1 ipdiF- 
lil9«4ie«iNgid bMK 

Isr. t biM hrttswmnw * 

Aiilia< bwMlMiB dnehit 

we dittiweiii 
O watttad la badly 
tyw** edWi'* be 
zeOaoked. Iw Ibe end, 
lie lost the Mile; so 

IWff the tine Bftad a 
gvMi wflugni on my 

1 mfeUflid 

then, the mietaice 1 
inade of tryinc to 
please everyone, fvme 
a aamet boy Her the 
grbndmothere, a 
tough pro (br the 
SporWWVIviiM UA A 

piii-iqi for the teeay- 
iwpplM. 1 waan^ ma,* 
dt|id than hla for- 
gWa rte nd hMMh 
Brit. 'TdlovetbdMiy 
riMit paraoaal atuff 
•IMellp me, but it 
Umi 'fiptty 
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ibi i rt ti Bt iMriiTd jUBL 
iMiy fMitfMudito MfttiC 

IlM liMt 

!mi ^ 

iw T-deAi 

gnme thhme wwe aa 
big thsd ibw hilly why 
te de a lwtil ittnmwaa 
to toyew myeag into 

**Liiior Mhixi t mA 

jRHfDiK flKDDOr IBnVB BV 

out to* prcMema, t 
rsallhaiil bow awgtoto* 
lal tti beoMws. But iqr 
ttel tone it wa* a Icet 

•OttlUM. AtmtoaHw i^ mul 

I wane aBeaeted for 
good.** he refleolid. 

Hie pdat wow i* 
erhan ere yon gottn* 
play acme good tan- 
aia, Bet Or wiU that 
be when your aser- 
riage is on toe roekaf 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


THE NICK 


BOLLETTIERI 


TENNIS 


ACADEMY 


The 



Here they don’t serve 
burgers but tennis lessons. 
Tet, writes Simon Bames. 
Bollettieri likes to obmpare 
his set up to the big fast 
food chain 


McDonalds 


of Tennis 



B radenton, Florida. 

THE Nick Bollettieri Tennis Academy. 
Vigfnette One: A small girl, a little under 
4ft, with a 200-buck racket. Long fair 
hair, abaseball cap, and aT-shirt that reads, 

“Just do it!” She is running up and down the 
baseline belting double-fisted backhands. Every 
time she hits the ball, she gives a little pink 
grunt “Uh!" she says "Uhl” 

Vignette Two A British girl, Jo Moore, aged 14, 
and studying at the Academy. Why don’t I ask 
her how her lessons are going? The thought 
produces, like a rabbit from a hat, that frightful 
thing, a tennis parent: in this case, with Clint 
Eastwood haircut and Birmingham accent. “Jo's 
contracted with IMG, you see, and we like to 
control the press, well, not exactly control...” 

Vignette three Nick Bollettieri himself 
Dressed in his usual working clothes: stripped to 
the waist, eyes hidden behmd racing-biker 
shades with hot-lava frames. He is teaching a 
couple of black Cahfomians, Venus and Serena 
Williams, aged ten and eight. Bollettieri’s voice is 
as hoarse as a professional wrestler’s from 


constant roaring: “No, that’s your old grip you’re 
going back to! That’s it, I love it!” After the 
eight-year-old plays 50 suooessive volleys, 
Bollettieri roars with laughter and says: “Get out 
ta here! That’s terrific! Terrific!” 

There is a huge kindness in the voice, a 
surprising gentleness What is more, Bollettieri 
is having a whale of a time. This, then, is the 
heart acid soul of the operation: in the huge and 
dominant on-court personality of Nick 
Bollettieri. 

And what an operation it is. "It’s just like 
McDonald’s,” Bollettieri said, seriously. From 
September till May there are 225 full-time 
students at the Academy. They are aged, mostly, 
between eight and 18. 'They eat, sleep and have 
their being at the Academy, though they go to 
school elsewhere in the mornings. 

It costs $17,000 (about £8,600) a year, not 
oountmg school fees. A good many of the 
students get help, from the Academy itself and 
from elsewhere. The help depends on the 
financial strength of the parent, and on the 
ability of the child. Rest assured that a truly 









promiBixiffidiild never needs to worry about 

nrmpwtamna- nnanhw iLTtri Aganta fall 

over themsdves to sign them up. Tbaae kida are 
meal-thdESte. 

So much hope, eomuch inevitable 
disappointment. It is like turtles and the sea. 

Bcdlettieri has certainly produced some good 
players in his time. Andre Agassi is the star 
pupil, lifonioa Seles was with him for four years, 
\uitil it ended in tears and financial acrimony last 
year. There have been others in BoUettieri’s 34 
years as a tennis coach, though of lesser 


mninenoe: Arias, Bassett. He has 

attracted a huge amount of criticdsm, as you 

would expect. 

When people over-sbess a point to you, it is 
often a clear sign that the opposite is true. 
BoUettieri is inclined to stress that his m ethod 
encourages individual style and development of 
the whole person. Naturally, one is left with the 
oonoluaian that this is atennis hot>house 
producing tennis clones. 

The place has been called the No Serve 
Academy. firom a perceived weakness in 














adolesoenoe without traiuxuw You cannot blame lot and are forever shouting. ‘OK, l^’a go!” 

tennis for puberty People despair at Eton. ‘Thephilosophy is wcn-king with people and 

Musical prodigies despair at the intensity of their having fun and not forcing on them any one style 

own spemahsed education and the hopes invested of play.” BoUettien said Once the hot-lava shades 

in them You are always on dangerous ground areoff heisasuipiisix^ly waryman ‘‘I get a big 

when talent shows early kick out of kids who get out there and develop 

The Academy is as weird to British eyes as Eton some of their talent, become happy. The main 

would be to Bollettien’s (well, perhaps not quite emphasis is on developmg yourself as a person, 

that weird; The sight of the 2000-odd students. Be sure to get an education, hopefully a partial 

all m their hot-lava shorts and “Just do it*” scholarship to college Because very few of these 

T-shirts, whacking ha-lla on the 74 courts, is kids are going to make it as a professional " 

deeply disturbing BoUetUeri may or may not Bollettensaysthe Academy is just like 

produce tenms cloxios; Ke oertainly produces McOonald'e end that moludos the ohaixi’e 

coachings clones They all work stripped to the 

waist m black shorts and hot-lava shades They Bolletleri’s former pupil Monica Seles with Jana 

yell thmgs like: “I love it!” Th^ blow whistles a Novotna Just before melr Australian Open final 
















pan-galaotic ambition. BoUettieri sold out to IMG, 
Mark MbCormaok’s fiatemational Mmiagement 
Group, a few yeara ago. Now, the company is into 
eacpansian. Fifteen new tennis centres around the 
world are planned for 1992. 

There is something very surreal about the 
Academy. This is tennis coaching by George 
Orwell, though you will not hear Agassi or Seles 
complai n i n g. Perhaps the argument for such 
places is the same as the one for the theatrical 
profession: do not let 3 rour child go anywhere 
near it, unless it is dear he or she would be 
HuUvely unhappy not doing It .Then give all the 
support you can. 

BoUettieri is purring about an intense 
12*year-old German caUed Tommy Haas, and a 



I BOllEniERI 

TENNIS XCABEMT 



NMIS V A;. A r t\ 

' a'/n't^rSUMMERCAMPSo,.!'. 

n.rwrxfiLi'e t.yma'i'a'r'i '-oi* a 

i>f pnoniic, A n'«i Mvj "o’y'i'y 


An old advertisement for the academy 


tall 13-year-old Yugoslav called Jua Majoli But 
Okie does not envy these children their burden of 
preccx^ious talent One does not envy children 
who carry the huge hopes of parents and. God 
help us. agents 

Especially, one does not envy them their talents 
m an area when hopes can dry up forever at the 
age of 16, and where do you go ftom there‘s It is 
not that the Nick BoUettieri Tennis Academy is 
cruel. It is sport It is any area in which talent 
comes and goes so capnciously, and so young. H 
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There's a 
further group 
of athletes 
U'ho shun both 
0 passive 
retirement 
and the 
possibility of 
comebacks^ 
and yet use 
their status to 
conduct high 
profile 
existences 


LI 

















PORT is so 
vast, such an 
enormous 
I soup of 
energy and 
talent, money 


and entertainment, that 
often an athlete lives in a 
blur of tenses From being 
the future to becoming the 
past IS a swift business. A 
common belief is that 
athletes. once their <iarc3er 
has flagged, happily 
ensconse themselves in 
$500.CX)0 villas by the 
Mediterranean and 
luxuriate in the sun. It is a 
fallacy, for athletes are 
restless high energy, 
people, uncomfortable with 
a static existence. Many, 
more evident now than 
before, are eager to 

roBixrroot theinaelvoM winch 

leads to that painful 
phenomenon called 
comebacks But there is a 
furthfir group of athletes, 
who shun both a passive 
retirement and the 
possibility of combacks. 
and yet use sport and their 


*With a body 
like hers 
she*d be a 
smash hit in 
the films. As it 
was she was 
the Bo Derek 
of the track**: 

AlJoyner 
about his wife 
Florence 
Griffith 






status to conduct high 
profile existciKXJS— useful 
existences pcj hi^ps. but 
no-ono signs on the* clotted 
line unless thecjontracts 
include the requisite dollar 
and publicity (Clauses That, 
nevcir changcjs 

T ttlS Irtnid, wan imt act, 

but most acutely 
developcKl by Florence 
Griffith Joyner who sped 
into record and fashion 
IwKikB with equal facility 
KIo Jo was not merely fast, 
she was sexy, and as so 
happcMK'd, sniari locj 
Winning, is often not 
enough Agents need a 
personality to sell, 
sponsors require an image 
to endorse Flo Jo. with hei 
‘athletic negligees’ (her 
description of those 
seductive ont‘ legged body 
suits' Village art painted 
nails and amazing talent 
was fH'rfix't Not only did 
sh(' win gold medals and 
at hletic awards she* als(» 
scx'ured wc»rldwidc tifh'rs 
for ttelevision and movit* 
roles, not to mention 
cominer<‘uil endorscMuents 
Flo Jo retired saying, 

“ My bxKly is happy It didn’t 
know what it was not to tn' 

np ill m tbt* 

morning and k(‘(*p traming 
all day' Yeltwenso then* 
IS a high pienmiin on her 
time She s doing a 
lloUywcRxl film, w'ntiiig 
and marketing children’s 
iHKiks dosigniiigoutfits loi 
athletes and 

nianiil'aetunng her Kin J<i 
dolls Her lu‘arl. hk(»all 


Edberg s coach Tony Pickard is a former player 
turned successful coach 



good athletes, is clearly 
with filnis. "She has a great 
Ulent to be a famous 
actress”, says manager 
Gordon Baskin. Currently 
working in a still untitled 
film—she plays a female 
James Bond-it was 
husband A1 Joynor who put 
things in a sharper 
perspective when he said. 
“With a body like her’s 





Coaching is 
another well 
used 

alternative, 
though like 
commentating 
it requires 
communicati¬ 
ons and an 
incisive 
thought 
pr€>cess, 
something not 
ail' 

sportspersons 
can he 

credited with. 
Tennis is full 
of them... 
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she'd be a smash hit m 
films. As it is she was the 
Bo Derek of the track”. 
No-one. as expected, is 
talking about the money 
involved. (funnyO 
considering the amounts 
arc enormous. Like $7.5 
million for yet another film 
on her life! 

Life in the glitz-lane is 
often unreal, yet Flo Jo’s 


plans to open an orphanage 
on a 20 acre farmland is 
indicative that she is 
willing to accept 
responsibilities that so 
many athletes have 
shunned 

T he film bug has also 
bitten stunning 
Katarina WiU, the ice 
maiden with two gold 


medals and the figure of a 
Goddess The three times 
world champion and the 
Olympic winner from the 
1984 games in Sarajevo, 
Witt was called ‘SfXJialism's 
most beautiful face' by the 
Britishers and the 'Brooke 
Shields from Karl Marx 
Stadt,’ by the American 
press 

At the 1988 Calgary 


Olympics, Witt enhanced 
her reputation as the 
darling of the crowd, 
skating with a maddening 
charm and flirting 
tcasiiigly with compietitors 
from other countries 
Italian skier Alberto Tomba 
was so smitten by her 
(igniting rumours of a 
budding romance) that he 
came up to congratulate 














Witt ivas 
called 

"Social tstn's 
most beautifut 
face' and th( 
lirooke 
Shietds from 
Karl Marx 
Stadt' 


hf 1 dltej htt win txarinfj: 
hi nu dal aiound his 
ru<k It w i&n t rrnic h of a 
(f)n\cr‘ itiouIhouf^ii 
j( I ordinp to Katarina FIf 
doc sn I sjK ik h n^lish oi 
CiMnun IdontsfHdk 
llahaii Sowt smikdat 
^ a< h othf I she siid 
Aftt I Ilf T TttiTf rrif ril 
K itann t( nrolU d tuiscH in 
i,n a( lint^ sc luxd with an 
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Nadia desperately trying to make It in the US 


N ot all sportpeo- 
ple have the 
ability to take 
advantage uf their 
celebiity status after 
retirement Nadia 
Comaneci and Bjorn 
Borg being prime ex 
amplcs Life for them 
has been tough 
Nadia Comaneci got 
lost in life alter she 
bade goodbye to gym 
nastica in 1981 De 
spite numerous offei s 
to coach youngsters 
abroad Nadias ap 
plication was turned 
down by the Roma 
man authorities repe 
atedly There were 
rumours that the 
slam president 
Ceausescu’s son, Nicu 
was pursuing her re 
lentlessly but she re 
buffed him and in 
frustration decided to 
defect 

On November 28. 
1989 she along with 
SIX friends crossed 
the border without 
passports near the 
southeast Hungarian 


village of Mezogyan 
Nadia had left behind 
a ‘neatly furnished 
flat a car and linan 
cial SKunty for the 
sake of freedom On 
arrival in Hungary 
Nadia told reporters 
she was going to 
America and leaving 
her country forever 
as she had been de¬ 
nied permission to 
work or coach or even 
travel abroad despite 
numerous offers and 
invitations 

Upon reaching 
America she disco¬ 
vered that life was not 
going to be as 
wonderful, once the 
imtial euphoria was 
over “In Romania I 
have a house a big 
house,” che told re¬ 
porters, “but I wanted 
to be free, to do what 1 
want to do ” And 
what did she want to 
do^ “I intend to make 
a movie about my 
story " She also 
wanted to be a model 
But the advextising 








FOR SOME THE MARKET CRASHES 


world felt that there 
was very little re¬ 
semblance between 
the bloated Comaneci 
and the 14-year-old 
that America had 
come to love And her 
much publicised 
affair with another 
Romanian exile Con- 

etantive Pa.ncit si) so 

destroyed her image 
of innocence, as he 
was already marned 
Steven Speilheig 
who had approached 


her to do a movie on 
her life, in fact aban¬ 
doned his plans when 
he came to know that 
she had become a 
reckless alcoholic and 
was pursuing mai- 
ried lovers 

After a short stmt 

as a co-host of a 

Miami rock music 
radio station, she did 
a 1990 calendar for 
an American publics 
tion But when moie 


work was not forth¬ 
coming she went 
away to Canada and 
now flits between the 
two coxmtries doing 
whatever assign¬ 
ments she can lay 
hands upon Playboy 
magazine has re¬ 
portedly offered her 
$200,000 to star as a 
nude model, an offer 
she earlier declined 
but IS now seriously 
reconsidering 
Similarly, Bjorn 


Borg and his new wHe Lorendana Berte 



, -i i ■ Ti? 


Borg too has made a 
mess of his life after 
retinng from active 
tennis in 1983 
Almost eight years la¬ 
ter, today, Borg the 
model of gentlemanly 
decorum with a laser- 
sharp tennis concen¬ 
tration has emerged 
as a kind of a self 
indulgent ogre He di¬ 
vorced his first wife 
Mariana Simonescu, 
then had a son by a 
16-year-oId girl, Jan 
nike Bjorlmg, whom 
he never married and 
then came on alleged 
suicide attempt fol¬ 
lowed by another 
mariiage to Italian 
pop star Loredana 
Berte whose only 
claim to fame was a 
nude frame m Play¬ 
boy and her showy 
use of leather, whips 
and chams on-stage 

With the kind of 
reckless lifestyle he 
was leading no one 
was surprised that 
his once money- 
spmning Bjorn Borg 
Design Group col 
lapsed and the tennis 
great became a con¬ 
fused pathetic man 

His recent com 
eback announcement 
most observers feel is 
an attempt to regain 
his monetary status 
after suffering a 
court defeat over his 
bankrupt fashion 
empire He was 
ordered in April ludo 
to pay around two 
million dollars to his 
creditors The sur 
prise announcement 
that he was getting 
ready to play profes¬ 
sional tennis coin¬ 
cided with his losing 
the court cases 
C. Mamn Rom 








Although he is 
still coy about 
the fact that 
he has his eye 
on the job of 
British sports 
minister^ the 
Tories feel 
that if his 
intelligent 
agre,ssion on 
the track is 
anything to go 
by then he 
may well be 
eminently 
suited for the 
Job 


Seb Coe by the Thames: Gunning for the post of 
British Sport’s Minister 


coaching assignment in 
East Germany. Alter the 
Berlin Wall came crashing 
down she became a 
professional coach and is 
making a fmancualkilling 
with the never-ending 
queue of students aspiring 
to he ice skating 
champions 

Although she has just 
completed a TV senes on 
her life for the Sky 
Channel, she insists that 
her film career will have to 
go side by side with her 
coaching. “1 will keep 
training the kids.” she 
says. And what about 
I marriage and kids of her 
own‘^ "Marriage is a distant 



Spitz: You can’t just wait for the phone to ring.” Go 
and get it 












dudrii cuid kids in out 
she says 1 ha /p nmc h 
moit to ichit vt 111 htp ^Tld 
in any ( is< 1 m vt 1 to find 
Mi Kigrht Whit ibout 
Alberto Boi Bee kt i ^ 


M AKKbPUZhci& 

alreadv ni'idf a foray 
into the t( Uuloid world Bui 
hiBstmt astheysdv d^iiii 
go&wimnmglv Althoug^h 
he promised to workhaid 
to become a frooa actoi 
when he stai led out now 
he says he nevei seriously 
considered acting 

After winning seven gold 
medals at the 1973 Munich 
Olympics Spitz was 
relegated to playing the 
role of a dentist in a Bob 
Hope movie and did 


comracrciaio foi Schick 
Td/oT^ ind milk H s such a 
T idle ulous atmosplu ht 
says If you hav< the 
nif lit ihty to sP aiound and 
wait for phoiif calls But 
that s not where 1 wanted to 
go 

Instead Spit^ went into 
business developing 
commercial ieal estate and 
started a company called 
Beach Kids that 

iimiiultti'turen I. bildi eii s 

c lothes He and his wife 
Su7y have a 9 yeai old son 
and m his spai e time woi ks 
as a commentate r for ABC 

But it seems tire 11 times 
swimming gold medalbst is 
tiring of all this as well and 
18 WOI king on a comebac k 
In 1993 Spitz will attempt 


to 1 ewnU*Olympic history 
iiiBaicclona when he will 
put on his trunks and step 
onto t ht -^t 11 ting blocks at 
the age of 43 And if he 
wins which IS a 
possibility it will be the 
comebac k of the c enl ui y 

T HLRF are no 

comebdt ks though for 
the for mti British middle 
distance runner Sebastian 
Coer who ha.* c Imngrd 

ti acks since his i etn emciit 
in J 9B9 Now he is raising 
hi*- voice against sporting 
jiolitics and officialdom in 
Lagland and says he has 
the right kind of idt aa to 
rejuvenate British 
athletics 

Although Coe is still coy 


about the fact that he has his 
eye on the job of British 
sport 8 imnisUu the lories 
feel that if his inieliigont 
agression on the traxk is 
anything to go by then he 
mav be eminentIv smted for 
the ]ob 

Ab a Tory s pokesnian 
rec eiitly said He has an 
expel lenc c d mind in 
asse rlive p^ rson ilit\ and d 

Uioliko of fvLdgiug thuAgfc. 

H< tikes situations head on 
and IS used to getting 
things done Bemg Sports 
Minister could bt lUst a 
mi^t awav 

C OUNIRYMAN Ian 
Botham is on a 
different trip altogether 
























TARAPADA BANfcQJi^E 


Vltay Amritraj has been 
player, businessman, 
actor and goodwill 
ambassador for the 
game. Now he Is the 
AtP’s Player Council 
president 

The jTiaveT u k r ricketei has 
d lot to do ever siiico he 
virtually walked outoi the 
game And his lavish ways 
need ample money 
Botham s liiestylt is 
depend* iit upon diveise 
activities ranging tiom i 
m w^p i{i< 1 t c luinii to 
publi sfM.aking to 
c ndoi mg c oinmct Lial 
picxluc I b His coll mil in the 
lull V Bi jlish tabUnd I hr 
Sun *iU tu 000 

aiinuall\ Foi that nu >nt \ 
anemplovti wants 
(oiitiovLisy ind Hothain 
willmp-ly piovidesthat 
His uitobiography 

ifnfcetMyWrty 

into Its Ihii d editions 
bi inging in motbf t 
Lb") ooo itinu ill> md bn 
busv public syte iking 
SI hi dull e u ns hini a tidy 
L to 00() annually Not bad 
going toi a man who has 
long suit c bt < n wi itU n off 
by active cnc keting 
quarters In f id on a bright 
sunny day he takes to the 
skies as he is a qualilied 
h<^ hcopter pilot 

W HAJ happens il you 
ai c not enamoured 
by helicopters and have 
ne'ither the face for the 
camera or the celebrity 
status to be paid to talk^ 
What happens il you have 
neither the skills nor 
opportuiuties to have a 
rich successful varied life 








out of sport*^ No worries, 
mate, the boundaries of 
sport have been stretehod 
so wide, that sport itself 
takes care of Its 
performers Sport is now a 
career, not mei*ely in the 
wmpetitive sense, offering: 
options to oven those who 
have finished playing; The 
athlete now. is not 
requirc3d, out of necessity, 
to Jook bt^yond his sport to 
survive He can oxwX inside 
It 

The most fashionable 
(and interest 11 IKj option is 
L)1 course television 
commentating Having 
played 60 Test malclies oi 
winning Wimbledon twice do 
not necessarily guaraiiUva 
good conuneiitritor though 
that was ditfic ult to 
deciplier iii tht* laot 

when tc*levisiou networks 
absurdly stutled their 
booths witli any tine whosi^ 
name rang a bt‘l] 

It remains an 

unpredictable sit uation fur 
wlule Channel 9 in 
Austiaha liavc beiiig 
lettaiggosome 
CTicketors-t urned 
commentators after nincli 
cniioism, t he Ar'icn ic*an TV 
networks an» less 
circumspect, unabasiiedly 
signing up Jimmy Connors 
and Chris Evert almost 
before they retired, Yet, 
Tony Lewis and Richie 
Benaud in cricket. Fred 
Stolle. Arthur Ashe and 
Cliff DrysdaJe in tennis, 
James Hunt in motor 
racing and Steve Ovett in 
athletics, have pi'oved to bo 


extremely adept at the 
mike And there are a 
million more, though not so 
gifted 

Politics and power, 
though the gentof‘l word 
lor i1 IB ‘administration , is 
equally seductive in sport 
In India, inoGt sporting 
associations are run by 
actual politicans 
Elsewhere, sportspeople do 
it Having being actively 


Apart from advertising 
tor various products, 
Beckenbauer has 
become a highly 
successful football 
coach 

involved in a sport, means 
experiencing the (meptj 
way sport ib conducted, and 
the (disorganised) mannei 
in which admiiiisl»*ator.s 
work—translated, that 
means that toi niei 
apoilspeoplo behove they 
are qualified to c‘o a better 
job The lack of 
administrative capabilities 
18 compensa.ti>d for by their 
better undcratanling ot 
player attitudes and wants 
Or so goes the myth It may 


never be easy as Ted Dexter, 
chairman of England's 
selection committeii could 
tell you. yet it is rewarding 
as Vijay Amritraj, player’s 
council president of the 
Association of Tennis 
Professionals, will vout'h 
for 

Amntraj explored 
another option that sport 
offers, that of goodwill! 
ambassador Contracted by 


Nabisco former sponsors 
of Uic* lennis tour Anintraj 
was required to travel 
Widely selling the game as 
it weie, through clinics 
smiles and chai itabU* 
ap{x*arances 

C ( lACHlNG 18 another 
well used alternative, 
tnougn nkccouimeniaxing 
it roquirc ‘i oominumcation 
and an incisive thougiit 
pjTKiesR, something not all 
sp irtspeople can be 
credited with Tennis is full 
oV them- -Tony Roche fur 
licndl. Tony Pickai d lor 
Edberg, Dennis Ralston ior 
Yannick Noah but other 


Sports are not far behind 
Australian hockey player 
Terry Walsh coaches the 
Malaysian team, Franz 
Beckenbauer and Michel 
Platini assist their 
respective national squads, 
Keith Fletcher is in line to 
coach the English cricket 
team, while Qamar Zaman 
takes care of Pakistan’s 
squash interests as a whole 
Most of these professions 
arc highly 

paid BtHikenbciuei, lor 
example m millions—and ’ 
they also provide tht' high 
voltage, London today, 1 
Las-Vegas tomorrow- 
lifestyle that some I'rave 
and most arc used to Most 
of all they I’etaiii their 
respect and influence 
which for a cynic could 

mosm publicity, or still 

being recognised in your 
neighbourhcxxl bar 
Whatever being the past as 
opposed to the present is 
not as lonely and 
uni*pwarding as it once 
was If ap>rts is ceaselessly 
i 7 Kh(‘tc(l foi its sellout to big 
bucks and its rapid, 
ruthless 

com mere idlisat inn, then, at 
least in the modtTii world, 
sport must be credited with 
looking after its own To 
havt status, an interesting 
job and a villa in the 
ModiterroiaiLn when you’re 
65 years old is quite a 
compensation 
So next time your mom 
says It doesn't pay to play 
spfirt 

ByRohHBriifMttiMMl 
Marcus C. Ross 






BOOK RELEASE 


O N September 24, J 988, Canadian 

sprinter Ben Johnson won the Seoul 
Olympic lOO metres gold medal in a 
world record 9.79 stjcoiide. It was an 
unbelievable time. In the sort of race 
when* fractions of a second mark the 
differenc:e between the; leading runners, Johnson 
left his Amenoaii rival Carl Lewis a good four feet 
behind. As iL quickly turned out, that time truly 
was u ntieJievablo A drugs test proved that 
Johnson had used illegal means to achieve his 
astonishing result, and he was stripped of his 
medal and his world record 
Two and a half years later, the man who 
engineered Johnson’s victory has decided to 
reveal all about the disaster in Seoul, and the 
involvement of top athletes with drugs. Canadian 
coach Charlie P’rancis has written a book which 


He says; “We had a situation with a positive test 
and Ben’s line of defence was. 11 ave the 
intelligence of a pomegranate and these guys 
gave me stuffThat put me in a position where I 
could be guilty of criminal assault and it no 
longer bec;ame an option to tell half the story/’ 
But he isn’t bitter about the way in which his 
top runner apparently betrayed him. In fact, he 
rather understands Johnson’s motives. 

“It’s sort of like the Mafia, they shoot you in the 
knwcaps and say nothing personal*. Ben wants 
to run agrain so he has to toe the party line/* 
Which means, of course, being seen to 
disassociate himself completely from a coach who 
has been discovered breaking the rules. In 
admitting the extent of his athlete’s drug use, 
Francis takes the view that someone has to speak 
out. if only to focus attention on finding a 


speed 

v»ho90tcau» 
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lays b<ire the scandal of steroid abuse, including 
detailed information on which of his own stable of 
stars took drugs and how they fooled the test 
system. Francis alleges that drug taking is so 
widespread that athletes have to indulge if they 
want a chance of winning. They face an 
impossible choice, he says: ‘They can break the 
rules and go to the top or obey the rules and lose. ” 
Speed Trap has been written to put the record 
straight in the light of allegations that were made 
about him. 


solution. Personally, he has been banned for life 
from coaching and says: “I have nothing to lose, I 
can say what 1 want,” 

He 18 promoting the suggestion that athletes 
should be granted amnesty so they can tell their 
stories His theory is thai if the sporting bodies 
know exactly what is going on, they will have a 
better chance of dealing with it. 

"I don’t know what the solution is. First you 
have to find out how everyone has been getting 
by. But the fact is that if you don’t grant amnesty 
you can’t expect athletes to come forward/’ 

This sounds like promising stuff from a 
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A rehabllitatfld Johnson works 
with weights with 
ex coach Loren Seagraave 


/ 






disgraced coach, but Francis is far from 
repentant. In fact, it is clear he does not accept 
that an athlete who wins because of steroid use 
has cheated. 

He says: ‘‘Drugs aren’t unethical in themselves, 
they become unethical if you ban them, and when 
they were banned it forced everyone to become 
pathological liars These are prescription drugs, 
not illegal street drugs, and they have a long 
track re^xird of safety." 

Of course they (lan be abused, he says. “Shot 
putters and weighthfters can take 100 times as 

imuoh, Ltrici thoi^o you have a health 


consideration.” 

But his athletes took low doses in specific 
cycles, to help them train harder, stopping the 
drug a certain number of days before an event so 
no trace would show up in a drugs test. In any 
case, steroids taken before a race would actually 
hinder performance, as they cause fluid retention 
which can stiffen the muscles. Why traces were 
fotmd in Johnson’s body in Seoul is still a 
mystery to Francis. Surprisingly, he finds it 
difficult to draw the line between natural 
training aids like liver and iron extracts or 
vltamtn supplements, and artinclal ones like 


The new Johnson: A leaner look 



Francis’ 
atMatestook 
low doses in 



slopping the 
drug a certain 
nunwerofdays 
before the 
event..lnany 
case steroids 
taken before a 
race would 
actually hinder 
perfonnance. 
Why traces 
were found in 
Johnson’s body 
kiSiMHilisstillii 
niysteryto 
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had a situation with a 
positive test and Ben’s line of 
defence was, have the 
intelligence of a pomegranate 
and these guys gave me the 
stuff’... It^ sort of like the 
Mafia, they shoot you in the 
kneecaps and say ^nothing 
personal’. Ben wants to run 
again so he has to toe the party 
line” 



steroids Their effect is similar, but better, he 
claims 

'^Steroids enable athletes to achieve incredible 
results You can do vastly more work F’airness is 
a different issue and it only comes in once the ban 
IS made People talk about ethics and values, but 
to me that’s not productive ” 

Athletes choose to take dru^ because of their 
urgpe to win. he says "Money is being bandied 
around as the reason for this, but drug abuse is 
greatest m sports where there is the least money, 
like shot putting 

“Atnictes ar© danvcn to ou.rcoed They lovo th.<» 

sport, they want to be as good as they can get, 
they don’t want to be left behind ’* 

The fact that other top athletes were benefiting 
from the unfair advantage of steroid use put 
Francis in a difficult position, he says "I’ni a 
coach, my athletes are looking to me to succeed, 
and to see if they can better their lives 

"I said this IS what’s out there, this is what your 
opponents are doing you have to make the 
decision ” 

Personally, it appears Francis had already [ 

made his decision He reveals "I took drugs 
myself as an athlete back in 1973 and louiid 
them effective ovei a short period” 

"Later I took them again to do weight training, 
and m a few weeks I was back to my best of all 
those years before ” He adds T wasn t prepared 
to give the athletes anything I wouldn’t take 
myself ” 

Although he has been banned for life, Francis 
IS maintaining luiks with the sport He has done 
some commentating, specifically at the event 
where Ben Jolinson returned to the track and has 
written various articles He is also woi king on a 
traimng manual foi coaches, asserting * With or 
without drugs the ti ainuig concepts are the 
same, there is just a different curve of response 
and recovery ” 

According to the rules, he has a chance to 
appeal against his ban aftei seven years but 
I^Yancis is adamant that he will not do so My ban 
was a PR gesture I was already on record as 
saying that I would never coach again The only 
way I could appeal is if I repent and change my 
story Then I could be clean like everyone else, 
with a nod and a wink ” 

It sounds odd, but he has no regrets about the 
circumstances which overtook him 

“Did 1 do the best job 1 could undei the 
circumstances and make a reasonable dci’ision 
based on information I had‘^ Yes I did I put my 
athletes' interests first, 1 did my best to make sure 
they didn’t test positive, I worked as hard as I 
cculd and I did the job in the way I knew it couJd 
be done " 

AP NEWS FEATURES 

Speed Trap by Charlie Francis is published by Grafton, pnee 
£14 99 
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T ' ILL a little over a year 
ago, he was the 
"Monarch” of Indian 
cricket He led the 
undefeated Indian 
team in a four match 
Test series in Pakistan. It was a 
noteworthy feat but was 
unfortunately not hailed as such. 
On the contrary, because of his 
woeful showing with the bat (97 
runs in seven innings) 

Srikkaxith woo 

given the boot. Not only was he 


temporary one. And sure enough 
he was brought back to play, 
under Azharuddln, at Sharjah in 
April. But when the team to tour 
England was announced, 
Srikkanth was again not 
considered. He was not recalled 
for the matches against Sri Lanka 
and did not even get the nod for 
the Asia Cup despite having, 
arguably, the best one-day record 
among Indian batsmen. 

With a iic9utic schedule ahead, 
including visits from the West 


Indies and Pakistan, Srikkanth 
probably reckoned that he still 
had a chance of staging a 
comeback. Unfortunately for him 
neither the West Indians nor the 
Pakistanis could make it. So 
Srikkanth now has to wait until 
the 1991-92 season to try and 
make a comeback. 

He certainly has not given up 
hope of playing for India again. 
Being impulsive by nature—^very 

iiiubli liKe Itls batting—it woe 

thought by some that Srikkanth 



**LoolK/*heteliUito 
oorrespond w at whtm 
quevtifuieil abcnit lUa 

**Peoiile kmw me, 
they kneiy whhtto 
eaqpeet of me. Tlwt Is 
my batting style. If 
they eiqiieet me to hat 
for ei^ht lunm and 
aoore 200, well that 
is net my type id* 
ipaana. I ean seore a 
qnlok 00, aqnlek 100 
in ao hour or two. 
They have to aeeept 
that as my hattii^r 
style.** 


sacked from the captaincy but he 
was not even in the team that 
toured New Zealand almost 
immediately afterwards. 

It was generally thought that 
the dismissal of the dashing 
opening batsman from Tamil 
Nadu would only prove to be a 
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The mesMge is clear. Why is 
one of the most charismatic 
and entertaining crIcKetera 
around not being given d 
chance? 









would hastily announce his 
rehrement In fact, possibly hurt 
by repeated rejections by the 
selectors. Snkkanth's attitude 
during: the 1990-91 domestic 
season became increasingly 
casual His leadership of the Tamil 
Nadu team—on paper the 
strongest side in the South 
2Sone—came in for criticism The 
state team did not qualify, against 
all expectations, for the knock out 
stage 

A lot of the blame was attached 


He certainly has not 
lyiven up hem of 
playing liar uudia 
again. Being 
impulsiire by 
nature—very mnidi 
like hie baiting;—^It 
was thought by some 
that Siikkanth would 
hastily snnonnee his 
retirement. In liset, . 

possibly hurt by 
repeated rejsetions 
l^theselsetors, 
Srlkkanth's attitude 
during the 1090-91 
domestie season 
beeame increasingly 
casual 


to Snkkantb for this cnticss said 
that he lacked the inspinnsr 
leadership qualities and the 
figrhtuig spirit that someone like 
Venkatara^havan infused m the 
side when thing^s looked bleak 
They also blamed his casual 
outlook with regard to net 
practice and strategy on the field 
Some teimmates also openly 
spoke out against their skipper 
Fortunately Snkkanth hw it m 
him to take criticism like water 
rolling off a duck's back He is not 


Srikkanth at home with Ms 
tather (left), wife (oehtre)end 
son (right). He must be missing 
the team lunches and dinners 

insensitive but has the ability to 
take the argument into the 
enemy’s camps, so to say One 
criticism was that to get back to 
the Indian team he should acquire 
valuable runs He did have a lean 
season with the bat in the Rai^i 
trophy but came good with a 
valuable half century for South 
Zone against West Zone m the 
Duleep Trophy Semi-final His 
knock, however, was drowned in 
the avalttnche of centuries scored 
in the competition 
Srikkanth, however, is not 
bothered, by this criticism 
“Look,” he told this correspondent 
when questioned about it “People 
know me, they know what to 
expect of me That is my batting 
style If they expect me to bat for 
eight hours and score 200, well 
that 18 not my type of game loan 
score a quick hfty, a quick 
hundred m an hour or or two 
They have to accept that as my 
batting style I cannot change and 
I don't intend to alter my natural 
style” 

Does he hope to make a 
comeback for the tour to Australia 
and the World Cup*’ “I ahall make 
a comeback” Snkkanth vows with 
a determination m his voice and 
an emphasis on the word "shall” 
Past records m Austraha are in 
his favour too During both the 
World Championship of cnoket m 
early 1985 and the full tour m 
1985-86, he had an impressive 
record On the latter tour he 
shared the Man of the Senee 
award with Kapil Dev 

At 31, Snkkanth 18 still fit and 
rann’togo He plays regularly for 
his team Alwarpet m the local 
league In the meantime, he haa 

spent most of the past year or so 
expanding his business interests 
for he knows that his cnoketing 
career cannot last much longer 
and he has to build a sound base 
for the future Away from the 
game, hfo for him centres around 
his lovely home in Neelankarai on 
the outskirts of Madras, his vrife 
Vidya and his two sons Adityaand 
Anirudh 











O KAY ItBtune 
again to break 
away from the 
regular mode and 
er some of the 
queries that've been 
coming in And we’re 
happy to note that more 
and more oi you people 
are getting fitness 
consciouR It's a tough 
world out there and 
you’ve gotta be in peak 
shape to tackle it nght*^ 
The first lettei we’re 
dealing with this week is 
flrom 22-year-old Rajesh 
MiShi a of Cuttack A 
member of his State s 
table tennis team. 

Rajesh also plays tennis 
and cricket but a 
motorcycling accident 
has him out of action 
with a ligament injury 
in his knee While the 
injury itself isnt 
crippling, he s been 
advised a six-month 
layoff from sport and 
IS horrified to see the fat 
accumulating around 
hisg^ut’ 

Well, Rajesh. the first 
thing to accept about 
knee injuries is that « 

they take time to mend ^ 
And the lees pressure 
you put on them during 
that healing period the 
belter So if your doc’s 
said SIX months stick 
to it 

But that doesn’t mean 
you get podgy whde 
you’re out of action 
Smoe you obviously 
can’t do any running or 
skipping—that's 
murder on the knees, as 


you know—It’s in the 
cardio-vasculai 
department that you’re 
suffering Which means 
you aren’t burning up 
enough oxygen and, 
therefore, calories All 
the sit-ups m the world 
won’t keep your waist as 
tnm as it was before Oh 
sure, it’ll build nppled 
muscle but it’ll all be 
hidden under an ugly 
layer of fat 

So the only thing to do 
IS cut your calorie mtake 
for this six-monCh 


penod If you’re really 
desperate to stay In 
shape. Since you 
cibvlously aren’t leading 
as active a hSs as you 
were before the accident, 
you don't need as much 
food either But if that’s 
going to be tough to do, 
then let yoursdf go for 
this six-month psnod 
and then work extra 
hard after you've 
fully recovered 
As for your problem 
with backaches, you 
haven’t darifled 
whether it is an overall 
ache or just somethmg 


that afiH^Kits ths aiiiiial 
region df the lower bsok. 
While ad overall aidis 
oould mean just that 
body 18 reacting to tite 
relatively s edenta r y 
hfestyle.amore 
jocahssd pain m the 
lower back might mwan, 
you’ve hurt your aiidns 
too Keeping that m 

mind, it would ha wiaar 
to stay away from 
weight traJxung 
exercises that place 
pressure on the aphia. 

Do curia and 
light-weight squats ot 
calf raises But avoid the 





Question 

Time 


ptcMeB fhim ft •tandingr 

ItOftmottjftftUifliy 
oonqMWM thft qpiiie 
Howi^itbeift 
rtiaaMn‘t be anything 
arroog with the l9eni(^ 
praes Make eure you’re 
very aeoure on the bench 
and localise the effort to 
the upper back, chest 
and shoulders That way 
3 rou don’t put Ihe back 
muscles under stress 
And finally, don’t get 
too desperate to stay as 
fitasyouwere AUofus 
undergo setbacks in our 
lives, so it’s just 
something you’ll have to 
see through Your 
primary concern should 
be to g^ that knee back 
to t(^ gear, the rest will 


omne automatioally 

The neoct letter is itom 
R Surendran of Madras 
And he’s a little 
confused about this 
“new-fangled 
oardio-vascular stuff* 
Have things changed so 
much in the world of 
fitness that old ezeroiees 
like push-upe and 
sit-ups aren’t enough, 
he asks 

It’s all very relative, 
Surendran If you’re 
happy to sport a V-shape 
with bulging bio^ and 
nppUng triceps, then 
you don’t really need to 
bother about all this 
cardto-wtiatever stulT 
But if you’re oonoemed 
about an overall levd of 


fitooss whicfaia 

<mwtthag»-~thenjuft 
puMi-upB and Bit-upe 
aren't going to do the 
trick 
You see, 

oardio-vaaoular fitness 
is all about ozygm And 
how much ctf it you use 
A marathoner might not 
look like the fittest 
poraon on earth, but m 
oardio-vasoulax terms, 
be or she is about the 
best speoimen we can 
find Tbenrlung 
capacity is amazing, 
allowmg them to use 
oxygen to ka^ them 
going and fight fatigue 
On the other hand, a 
champion bodybuilder 
like Arnold 

Schwarzenegger might 
hog the covers of all the 
fitness mags, but ask 
him to run even a few 
kilometres and he’s 
history <%.8ure, he’ll 
cover the distance, but 
never »t the pace tbs 
pencil-thin marathonars 
will 



So it’s really up to you 
If you’re ksen on bsii^ 
fit for a batter life, then 
ifs csmllo-vasoular 
workouts you should 
opt for But if you’re just 
happy with loosing 
go^ and flexing the odd 
muade or two to attract 
the girls, then stiok with 
thebasleeseroisss Of 
oouxse. you’d do well to 
remember that tc'aou^ 
oaxdio-vasoular stuff 
that’ll bum the fat and 
make your muaoles 
really stand out! 

And finally. we have 
one letter fr^ New 
Delhi wdisre J.S. Sing^ 

IB very eager to tnm his 
‘lovehandles’ Qoodfor 
ycm, 3 S , because lhafs 
about tbe toughest 
bodypart to tackle ..and 
the foot that you’re 
talking about it means 
you’re a perfectionist 
And there aren’t too 
many of those around 

twists ora Just wliat tbe 
doctor or d ered for you 
All the mm-pumpingor 
ait-ups in the world 
won’t take off that 
irritating bulge of fot on 
theeideeofyour 
waistline But if you're 
playing some sport 
whfih mvcdves a lot of 
stretching—not 
billiarde, idesse—end 
vigorous twisting like 
basketball, then you’re 
damg fine. Otherwise 
if a the side bends and 
trunk twists that you 
Miould attach with. Qo 
them wifii oorreot form 

said youll Ibel the eflteofe 

tnthesklse Andthafs 
what will eventually 
attack the love handlas 

Oofor it, guys. Hope 
tbe tips we’ve ^ven you 
hfdp out; and do write in 
to let us iDKiw how they 
woodced. 

Repfeneie welcome is eesd 
in fwir nneee Ciueriee to the 
FNneea Cciumri. AM queetione 
wM be anewered to the best of 
euraMWos 







PMEAnACKI 


A s England hmp 
away from their 
defeat in the 
Ashes senes and 
New Zealand, a leading* 
athJet ICS coach Wilf 
Paish, J8 teaciimg a 
revolutionary method to 
Ym ifshir^ fast howIf»rs. 
which event ually could 
help bring greater 
(wondei why the use of 
tlie comparative 
superlative) success to 
Enghsli cricket 
There are three 
particular objections to 
the present day method 
of fast bowling First, 
there is a belief that 
onckol 18 always a 
side-on game It is 
accepted wisdom that, 
when bowling fast, the 
back foot should be 
parallel to the crease, 
With the front foot at 
about 35 dngmpR tn thp 
line of the pitch 
^ 1 iowever. cricketers arc 
not flexible enough to 



Oirnction 
I Ul OUMlMr 


n * 


ShOukiert 

acD ^ 


Wh 


Tfudlltfinol U0W 'OPM* I 

iiriKtn buwMng Action | 

ax'hieve tins position 
I Scitisfac'lonly inthe 
direi'tioii which they 
want to run Paiahhas 
rwoinmendect d more 
open bowling act Kin, 
with more of tlie bexly 
I facing the batsman 
I Secondly. 1 he front 
foot should not be raised 


SPORTING 


I 


SO high in the aar in the 
delivery stride “You 
want to get the front fool 
on the ground as sex^n as 
possible and rotate the 
body,* Paish said 
Cricketers traditionally 
believe that speed in fast 
bowling comes from a 
cartwheel action 
Third, Paish says that 
fast bowlei'S take too 
long run-ups Sieve 
Backley, the world 
record holder in javelin 
takes only nine st rides 
and Paiah thinks that 
bowlers need only 11 
strides at the most 
Javelin throwing and 
fast bowling, did he say*’ 
Time to bring biic’k 
Roger Binny> 

cowipboiwisF^ 

nrtiVKTis in t/Jis 
X/ season's FormuU One 
motor rat iiifT Wot'Id 
Championship will earn 
10points foi' a ivin 
insteart of nine. FISA 
announced FISA said 
itsF-t ctvnmissjou also 
affreed at a meeting' held 
in Pans that each 
driver's 14 best results 
oi the season will count 
towards the 


(diaivpioDahip. Until 
now, only the top 11 
resultshom the 16 race 
aenee were counted. The 
decision to increase the 
figure to 14 appears to 
be a compromise after an 
earber proposal to let all 
results be included in 
the final standings was 
rejected 


KINfi TO THE RESCUE 


S ports promoter 

Don King may offer 
bank regulators a way 
out of a poMtioal mess 
involving Freedom 
National Bank, the 
Harlem institution that 
failed last year. Under a 
proposal deal to revive 













own 

the bank. King would 
recapltaliee the 
institution and assume 


FISA’S now proposal 
seems to be a 
compromlee 





Ite remaining assets, 
with additional funds to 
be provided by the 
Federal Deposit 
Inauranoe Corporation. 
The deal would allow 
restitution to uninsured 
depositors—^many of 
them oharities like the 
United Negro CoUege 
fbnd—^who lost half 
their money whan the 

bank failed. But 
bankings with Don King 
oould be even more 
dioey. 


gTEBOtPSBIlL _ 

M enzies 

CAMPBELL Uberal 
Democrat spokesman 
and a former athlete, 
introduced a bill in the 
British House of 
Commons foi the 
governmental ban of the 
use of anabolic steroids 
as a drug He said that 
there is hardly any sport 

that did not havti olieats 
trying to out wit nature 
The di ugs were 
damaging to health and 
life threatening Most 
people think that this 
bill has little chance of 
making further 
progress 


OLYMPICS 2000 


IIJS by London or 
Manchestt^r to host 
the turn-of-the-centujy 
Olympics arc scon as 
nothins^ short of a total 
irrelevance in Gt^rnian 
eyes, because nobexiy in 
Germany doubts lor a 

moment that they will be 
held anywhere else 
other than the united 
Berlin 

Even in the days 
before the wall came 
down, the mayors of the 
two halves of tne city 
were talking aoout a 
joint apphcaticn As the 
drive to unihcation 
gathered pace no less a I 



President George 
Bush recommends 
that Berlin gets the 
turn-oMhe-century 
Olympics 

person thaji US 
Pi e^iden t George Bush 
suggested Berlin would 
be a good venue for the 
2000 Olympics And 
VfhatBush wants Bush 
gets Oj does he^ 

WilTGHPOmT ~ ~~ 

S ports chairmen 
seem to be the order of 
the day on the little 
screen. After Sunil 
Gavaskar’s swivelling 


chair and Prakash 
Fadukone’s sit-in come I 
VUay AmritraJ with . 

Mttohpoint, a aetiee on , 
golden moments of I 

tennis at Wimbledon 
from 1971 onwards. The j 
serial, produced by 
Radiant Sports 
Management, goes on 
the air soon. 

And it’s flanhy, 

in keeping with tennis 
ace's Hollywood image. 
The credit titles appear 
with catchy 

thriller-music, probably 
anticipating a Bond 
around-the-oourt and 
love-alls of a di^erent 
kind 

What is interesting 
about the serial, which 
AmritraJ anchors with | 
panache, are shots of the 
social aspects of 
Wimbledon peaches'n 
cream, English lasses 
eating strawberries and 
cream. Rolls Eoyoes 
disgorging tha nobility 
and. in case you forgot, 
great moment of tennis. 

A TV serial on 

Wimbledon anchored 
by Vijay Amritraj 
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READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


I Who 18 the 
.first 

sportsman from 
the Eastern Bloc to 
appear in a western 
commercial‘s 

He wanted to 
. be a pilot, but 
changed his mind 
after seemg a 
bloody crash and 
became a shoe 
shme boy instead 
Today he’s a legend 
mhis sport Who is 
he's 

3 Which sport, 

. originally 
named‘Pune’ was 
invented in India's 

All race 
• horses have 
the same official 
birthday What is 
It'S 

5 A toxin IS a 
. poison and a 
philtre IS a love 
potion What is a 

toxoph litre*? 

6 He was 

• famous loi his 
cool temperament 
and steely nerves 
But as a youngster 
he was very nasty 
and was even 
suspended by his 
National Tennis 
Association Who is 
he's 


Bom in a poor 
. family he used 
to sell watermelon 
seeds for a hving 

Once when he 
failed in an exam 
he said, “What I 
will not get 
through the pen, I 


will g:et through 
my leg^ ” Who is 
he's 

8 “I am for 
• tennis because 
my son will earn 
much more if he 
plays tennis ” Who 
said this's 


9 Two of the 
. greatest tennis 
players of aU time 
made their debut at 
the US Open (1973) 
on the same day, m 
the same match, 
one of them as a 
player and the 
other as a ball boy 
Name them 


What is the 
. most 
famous prayer in 
cricket's 

1 -4 What IS 
J. .theFrank 
Rene trophy 
awarded for‘S 

What was 
• the shape of 
a tennis court in 
the early days's 

Who won 
• the Athlete 
of the Year’ award 
for 19907 

Vijaypat 
. Smghania 
holds the world 
record for the 
shortest flight 
duration of 22 
days, from 
England to India in 
a smgle-seater 
aircraft What was 
the name of the 
airciaft7 

Who won 
• this year’s 
Indian Derby and 
Indian Oaks7 


RATING TEST 


Above 14: WWi yra wen part aw Quiz iMm 
Between 11 ami 14: Yea an not too bad 
Below 11: S^ortamUn^Oim ncomnended 


ANSWERS 


1 OaryKaspwov 

2 Pels 

3 Badminton 

4 lot January 

5 Student of archery 

6 SlomBorg 

7 Said Aouita 

8 Sunit Gavaskar 


9 Boi 


ra (the player) 

10 '‘On God. please let Victor Trumper score a 
century in Australia s total of 127 " Written by 
Neville Cardus 

11 Fair play in hockey World Cup 

12 Hourgf 

13 SteveJ 

14 The Indian Post 

15 Starfire Girl ridden by jockey Pesi Shroff 


I, John McEnroe (the ballboy) 


THIS QUIZ ms BEEN COMPILED BY: 


SHMIIIJEEVMINIWAS 

C-BBROUND FLOOD 


SANTA CRIIZIE} 
BOMBATAOOOBS 

All answers sent m by contributor 
























England Launches New 
Weapon 


4 million soccer fans 

P punCAL satinsts are havmg a field day, 
oourtesy Saddam Hussein. Luckily for 
them, world happenings are so favourable 
to their brand of writing that their humour 
has taken on a new dimension and more often 

than ant, the subject eeeme to be with imernng 

regularity, Iraq and its ruler 
One such satirist (British, no doubt) seems to 
have the answer on how to tackle Saddam 
Hussein's much acclaimed and battle hardened 
land forces In his analysis he feels that among 
all the countries that have come together to 
form the Allied forces, England seems to have 


British 

GOCCtliFANS 


JV / 


A HORSE CALLED GaZZA 


Better than his namesake 


P AUL GASCOIGNE 
IS falling in the 
British 

popularity charts a 
bit Either that, or 
he's got hoi'sesenso 
Let’s tell you why 
There is. in the 
English horseracing 
circles, a horse called 
Gazza He is not a bad 
horse apparently and 
will soon be making 
his debut m the 
National Hunt From 
thence on, he will be 
transferred onto the' 
hurdles and 
subsequently to 
chasing 

Under <i jockey club 
ruling pormi«5sion 
must bo sought if a 
horse IS called dttei a 



living (or recently 
dead)person Gazza 
when asked said yes 
(surprise surprise), 
long as a quarter of 
any prize money goes 
to chanty tor 
teenaged canc'ei 
victims Is Gazza 
going Boft*^ 

Told you he s got 
horsesense 


S>: ^ 


-/ 


Lessons 


BEHAVIOUR 



the edge when it comee to the much awaited 
land war This stren gth lies not m the British 
forces who are doing duty m the hot sands of 
the Middle East but in the followers of a certain 
sport 1X1 Britain who would make exoeUent 

ground soldiers 

You guessed it, hts talking about the football 
fans! Says satirist Argue Hamilton m his essay 
on Britain's role m the war ''Thank Ood 
Mother England 18 with us in this venture She 
may not have a very large army, but she's got 
Ibur milb nn soooer fans no nation wants to 
face." 

Maybe he has got a point, even though this 
plan may not find favour with the drafters ol 
the Geneva Convention. 


For Mike Gatting 


M r MIKEGATTING we8urehop)oyou 
read this and wi^onder why you never 
thought of tins ttpore A Venezuelan 
baseball luariager waeviiied tor attempting to 
bite an umpire in the x$3ck, A baseball match 
was in progress between Cardeiialos deLat a 
and the Leones (lions) de Caracas A rather 
important match because it was going to 
decide the winner of a championship 
TTlierefore, the atmosphere was rather tense, 
and soon there was chaos 
Domingo Carrasequel of the Cardenales, was 
upset when a Lion called Jesus Alfaro was 
given not out There was the championship at 
etakfc> and approached the umpire 

protesting furiously, jumped upon him. seized 
his neck and prepared to sink his fangs into 
the ptx r man’s neck 
The umpire was saved when the Lions 
dragged Domiugo off and went on to win 4-3 
Domingo was later fined by the chairman of 
the baseball association so that "Baseball rules 
uid sporting behaviour in Venezuela be 
maintained ’* 

Maybe next time Mr Gatting should try this 
out Pointing fingers doesn’t help* 















Whatever be the decision on the Oelhi-Punjab Ranji Trophy 
controversy, it seems the issue has ended the existing detente 
between the two factions within the Board 


T he Delhi-Punjab cricket 
dispute has become India's 
“War of the Roses” The 
dispute has historical orif^ins, 
mingled with personal rivalry 
and BCCI politicking 
Renowned television commentator Ravi 
Chaturvedi summed up the entire 
controversy very nicely saying» 
“repercussions of the BCCI elections in 
September 1990 were evident in the 

DoUU'Puxijab diaputr ” The laaue ol 
contention is really the proverbial case of 
making ‘a mountain out of a molehill 
The comedy of errors started on the 
morning of the Delhi vs Pupjab North 
Zone Ranji Trophy match B Nagaraja 
Rao, the Karnataka umpire posted for 
the match, failed to turn up Ironically 
Naganga Rao was a last minute 
replacement for A V Jayaprakash, also 
of Karnataka, who was unavailable due 
to a family bereavement 
DDCA general secretary Dr S S 
Sareen says, “there was no second 
umpire till 10 p m (on the eve of the 
match) We were in a fix Then we 
appomted Mr Pritam Seed, one of the 
five Delhi umpires on the Ranji panel, as 
a stand'bye umpire There is no provision 
in the Board's reerulations on how to act 
m such a situation It is surprising that 
umpires have not been reporting for 
Ranji matches Since the 1990 BCCI 
elections, many umpires have played 
truant The lack of co-ordination is 
surprising and there is more than meets 
the eye In the Delhi vs Haryana North 
Zone match the appointed umpire did 
not turn up and wc played with a local 
stand bye umpire 

Demonstrating against the 
incompetence of DDCA's officials. The 
anti-establishment feeling Is on a high 

ST- -- 







It 18 believed that the concerned umpire 
got such a garbled message that he 
reached Qoregaon mstead of Gurgaon 
for the Delhi vs Haryana match DDCA 
officials are now wondering if the 
message was deliberately garbled They 
feel there is a sinister campaign to 
discredit Delhi, a fallout of the B(XI 
election last year 
The DDCA sports secretary Mr 
Manmohan Sood added, “appointing Mr 
Pntam Sood was correct After all he is 
on the AU-India panel of umpii es 
Moreover our president K K Mehra is a 
member of the umpire's sub<x>mnuttee of 
the Board, so he is entitled to take such 
emergency decisions ” 

On the morning of the match, Bishen 
Bedi, manager of the Punjab cricket 


team, objected to the presence of Pntam 
Sood His contention was, “I don’t doubt 
umpire Sood’s intentions but I have 
reservations regarding his capacity " 
DDCA officials mamtam that umpire 
Pntam Sood made some blimders in the 
recent Steel Trophy conducted by Bedi’s 
orgfamsation Steel Authority of India 
Ltd (SAIL) This was brought to Bedi’s 
notice and hence he was wary of Sood’s 
abihty 

It was here that many neutral 
observers in Delhi leel that the DDCA 
erred Delhi Umversitycncket manager, 
Mr Lakhmir Smgh says “on the 
morning of the match not a smgle DDCA 
official was present There was no 
decision takmg authonty and thus Bedi 
got his way ’ On Bedi s insistence 



IT is 
believed 
thettbe 
oomoeraed 
unxidregot 
sucha 
gajrbled 
meeea^fe 
that be 
reached 
Oeregaon 
instead of 
Gurgaonto 
the 


Ilar3nEuia 
mateh. Delhi 
eflieialsfedl 
there isa 
sinister 

ftampitig rti to 

diseredit 
De11ii,allGai 
out of the 


deetions 
last year 










For the turbulent Bishen Bedi, the DDCA 
evokes unpleasant memories The distrust has 
a loni? history which commenced a decade ago 
m 1980‘8l In those days» Bedi was the Delhi 
skipper in dispute with the DDCA officials, 
i particularly the Mehra clan who controlled 

cricket in Delhi 

When Bedi became involved in the DDCA 
administration he did not last long Within a 
year, factionalism m the DDCA emerged and 
Bedi was out of office An embittered Bedi left 
loi Punjab Since then he has nurtured Punjab 
f one ket and has naturally harboured rancour 

towards the DD( "A So Bedi's distrust of 
DIX3A*& motivations has historical origins 
Whilst Bedi nurtured cricket in Punjab, the 
suave bureauc rat Iridcrjit Singh Bindra 
i controlled the Punjab Cricket Association 

Punjab’s cricket got added importance when 
T S Bindra became an influential 
vice-president of the BCCI Punjab now vied 
I with Delhi to assume the mantle of a cncket 

power in the North The 1990 BCCI elections 
I exacerbated the ego problems between Bmdra 

I and the DDCA Bindra felt the DDCA had left 

his faction in the lurch and supported Scindia 
j loi the post of president Earlier, DDCA 

president K K Mehra was a member of the 
I BBCI ot which Bindra was a vice-president A 

I piqued Bindra thus sought to a venge earlier 

slights and omissions by the DDCA So there 
wore niunei ous causes which aggravated the 
[ Delhi Punjab Hanji cncket dispute No 

> wonder Bindra accepted to have a rematch, 

I provided all the D1X3A officials resigned their 

I posts Aftei all, all’s fair in pohtios 



Pntam Sood was replai'ed by an available 
umpire Mr AnilCho'v^hury who is not 
on the national Ranji panel Anil 
Chowdhury functiont^ only as a square 
leg umpire or dummy umpire 

Delhi skipper K P Bhaskar initially 
protested at the choice of Anil 
Chowdhury as a square leg umpire He 
explains “I protested vei bally against 
the appointment of Anil Chowdhury as a 
square leg umpii c as he is not on the 
Ranji panel After all even as a square leer 
umpire he gives decisions on stumpings 
and photofinish run outs However as 
Bedi was insisting on it v^c accepted the 
change sportingly 

DEKJAs general secretary Dr SS 
Sareen took a similar stance when 
explaining the situation to the technical 
comnuttee Ho said Thei e is no such 
thing as a d immy umpire Even from 
square leg he gives decisions about 
stumpings and run outs So we were 
right to I eplac e Mi Chowdhury with Mr 
Sood after lunch on the first day ’ 

Some Cl itics maintain that though 
DDCA’s intentions of replacement of an 
umpire were good 1 hey erred on a point 
of law and unwittingly played into the 
hands of the Punjab (Yu ket Association 
Punjab protested when Sood replaced 
Chowdhury Bedi said DDCA officials 
acted as il they wei e a law unto 
themselves 

General Secretary Saieen stresses that 
the replacement ol the umpiie was no 
lapse ‘ Wc wanted the game to run 
smoothly It was no lapse on our part In 
lac t we covered up the lapse of the BCCI 
and particularly that of the umpiies’ 
committee 

The technical committee docked the 
points Delhi got in their convincing nine 
wicket victory over Punjab The working 
committee of the Board met at Bombay on 
Peb 18 to review the decision But Board 
secretary Jagmohan Dalmiya said more 
time was needed to study the evidence A 
senior member ol the Board said, “An 
extra week was given so that a consensus 
could be reached The BCCI tries to 
resolve all sue h controversies by 
consensus ’ 

Sadly like a political crisis, this cricket 
dispute has snowballed into an 
acrimonious iL ^ue Whatever be the ^ 
ultimate outcome this week.there is no 
hiding the fact that factionalism within 
the BCCI, Bindra and Bedi prestige, 
umpiring committee lapses and several 
other related issues are at stake m this 
dispute 

Novy Kapadbi* New Mhl 


36 


DELHI DEFENCE 


Subaih Chopra (DDCA Patroa alnco 
1987-88): The prestige aiid rigid 
stances of certain oflicials led to 
the delay in this vital deciaion. It 
is a minor technical issue which 
could easily have been rescdved. 
but the dispute got needlessly politicised. The 
layers suffered in this dispute between 
c^fhcials. Mr I.S. Bindraof thePCAshoxUd 
reconsider his decision. He has made his point. 
Let them agree to a replay» without aslcing 
DDCA officials to resign. The BCCI president 
Mr Madhavrao Sdndia has a pro-player image. 
If he takes a decision against the players' 
interest, this image will suffer. 




Suflnder Khanns (former Delhi and 
Test wicketkeeper): Delhi won the 
match vs Punjab but the players 
were being needles^y penalised. 
Why should the Delhi players 
suffer, due to the power struggle 
in the Board. It was basically an ego problem of 
some important officials. The delay in the BCCI 
decision added to the confusion. I think a 
replay Is the best solution. Surely Punjab do 
not want to play the knock out stage with a 
l^k door entry. That is not orioket. Let the 
decision be on cricketing merits. 




Or. S.8. Ssresfi (DDCA peneml 
teeretary): The controvei^ defies 
logic. The BCCI working , 
committee should reoonsider 
deci^nofthe technical 
committee. There was no logic in' 
tile decision. No bonus points was given to 
either team. But no criteria is etat^ as to wlw 
Puxijabwerejust awarded 12 points. Was it ‘ ^ 
done to moke them second in the North Zone; 
so that they could avoid playing Bombay in tto 
knock out round?Cricket should be decided 
. the playing fields not in committee rooms. 


Lakhmtr Singh (OeHtl Univ. cricket msnager): 

Offidals are expendable,not players. The game 
is more important than mere technicalities. 
The Delhi team, one of the best in the country, 
does not deserve to be punished for technical. 
lapses. Let there be a proper enquiry as to why 
tile neutral umpire did not come. Was it a 
pre-planned move to sabotage the game? 

DDCA can be punished by not awarding them a 
Tbst match or one day international next time. 


madsn Ul (former Delhi PUi^srsinl 

Test player): Officials are 

responsible for the chaos. The 
BCCI should always oonsider the 
players and not the prestige at 
important offichds should 
master. Why should the D^hi orioket haam 
miffer? Ihe I^A officials can be peiiaaisedc^ 

. " warned. There should be an inquiry as tp why 

< tiiedeedgaated umpire did not reach on 
'». time . &lhi players should not be victimised, 
'^v’" Jatilie dispute. ' 


Rivl Chahirvedi (Television commentetor): Cricket 
medches are decided <m the ground. Delhi won . - 
oonvincingly on the ground.-Even Bedi admits 
that Pritam Sdod maite no controversial 
decision which altered the match. So the 

dispute was a. tachnicsl ons. The verdict of the 
mati^ should not have been altei^. outside the 
ground. Delhi as a permanent Test venue is the 
ocmvmior running cricket at all levels in 
. imrtil India. Thus.why cannot they have the 
jurladiotion of appointing an umpire for a 
oruoialmatoti, if the neutral umpire has not 
. come. After all it is hot fair to play a crucial 
mafa^ with One umpire at both ends. 

' fStehteitelerlleiO ftilHWhi and OteM 












I ^ S juslnot 

H ciirk(‘t Thi‘res 

■ not to talk 

■ about whon oni? 
team plays fairly and the 
other doe:sn'iV fumed 
Syed Kirmaiu inside the 
dresKiu^ room '^I'lie 

*1 l-year old Karnataka 
oaptaiiTs outra^v wai5 

undr mtaiKlnble Hits 

team iiadjust b(^en 
kncH ked (v.it of the Hanji 
'^rr(.)phy and that tCK) 
after seoi‘iufT almost 800 
runs in an innni^^s 
ft was yet ajifain the 
f(uotient rule (runs 
divulecl by overs fac^ed) 
vvhic'h was Hcnpfal’s 
saviour as Karnataka 
wore nudg'ed out 
t)eeause the home team 
creditably (and fairly^ 
worked the quotient rule 
to their advantage^. 

When the match ended. 
Hen^al had a quotient of 
3 2G as ag’cdnst 

Ka riifitrtUcL'u 3 1 *7 i.xnd 

tile visitors finally paid 
the penalty of bowdinii’ 
five ovt‘rs loss in the 
mat ell 

Clnly Uist season, 
Kendal had ridden the 
qiK'tient rule(it was 
i nns divided by wickets 
j fallen then) Uj (dinch the 
j Tlanji Trophy aftej- 
! w'aitiiHC for 51 years 
! Hut never w^ais the 
j tension so luRfh as tins 


Bengal’s 
intelligent use 
of the quotient 
rule and some 
admirable 
batting by 
Srikant 
Kalyaiii and 
Snebasish 
Ganguly, was 
enough to send 
the Karnataka 
team home 
unhappy 



Benj^al versus 
Karnataka quarter final 
match, which was 
rivt?tinj^ hlertiJly till the 
last delivery was bowded 
Aftei* Karnataka had 

sjot tlioir boRt ovor totul 

of 791 for the loss of six 
wickets, very few g^ave 
the Ranji Trophy 
ctiainpioiis a cha^nvc to 
g^ain a scmnfiiial berth 
Bcngral teK-an chasing' 
the “impossible” 
immoduitely after tea on 
the third day and by 
draw of stumps had lost 
captain Pronob Roy, one 
of the men capable of a 
big score 


RANJI nmPNV RWUnER FINAL: 
BENRAL BEATS KARNATAKA 


Smart 
Moves 








To be fair conditions 
were not really ideal 
when the Bengal 
openers went out to bat 
They had spent ovei 16 
hours on the field and 
were obviously tired 7o 
end the day with all 


wereintiouble Ashok 
Malhotra exited next 
and Bengal’s chances 
had virtually 
evapoi ated 
But there was still 
Snkant Kalyani A man 
who had a point U> 


prove The Bengal 
selectors thought he was 
not good enough to play 
lor the state Thefoimei 
Mahai ashtra c aptain 

Srikant Kalyani 
magnificent 



wickf ts inta( t vould 
havr been a })f i f r < t 
befiiim ngbut with Hov 
bat k in the pavilion 
Kaniataka had n idf the 
decisiveIirsi nio ^ 
Bengal were unde i 
pressuie when plav 
began on the foui th dd> 
At un Lai who has been 
Be ngal s bi ight 
shining guidiTighght 
was gout A pal f>f 
gloom descendf J on the* 
Eden Oardtms endonce 
opeiiei Miiitu I) is was 
outbcloie lunch Bengal 


But the man who 
somewhat paled 
Kafyam’s 
immense 
contribution was 
Snehasish 
Ganguly, who 
cracked his fifth 
Ranji Trophy 
century and that 
too with a broken 
fbot 


had played only two 
matches 1 ifr,t se ison 
aftci nugiating fiomhis 
foiracr falatf He was 
side line d the I caltei and 
only di afted into the 
side hoursbffoif th< 
match against 
Kan itaka Kilyain 
turned out lx B< nga^ s 
man loi the. oee ision 
The in 11 whoc in luy 
c’laim to the lion s share 
of Bengal s tinimph 
Kalyani sc oi ed a 
(ai eci best .360 1 uns and 
spent neai ly le n hour s 


39 














at th(^ croasf! to take 
Bengal to the brink of 
victory Kalyani’s 
marat>ioii knock started 
liefore lunch on the 
fourth day. He was 
involvt'd ill two big 
partnerships (with 
Kourav Ganguly and 
then wit)I Snehasish 
Ganguly) to Jictually lay 
the rouiidation of the 

Bf'ngal fightbjifk: 

But the man who 
somewhat paled 
Kalyaid’s utnuense 
contribution was 
SnehcLsish wh(j ci'acked 
his fifth Hanjj Trophy 
century and that Ukj 
with a broken right foot 

WluMi SneJiasish 
liobbled intohataaer 
brother Sourav left after 


When the match 
ended, Bengal 
had a quotient of 
3.26 as against 
Karnataka’s 3.17 
and the visitors 
finally paid the 
penalty of bowling 
five overs less in 
the match 


a gutsy 74 early on the 
final day, no one gave 
the left-hander more 
than a courageous 30 or 
40 But a wounded tiger 
is always a dangerous 
animal The cracked 




Snehasish Ganguly, the 
chief architect of 
Bengal’s success, 
touches his lucky charm 
after the victory 

talus in his right foot 
appeared to make him 
concentrate harder as 
Bengal had to get at 
least 342 runs (to their 
overnight 315 for four) 
in a minimum of 101 

overs (including five 

short overs) on the last 
day. 

The target seemed out 
of reach since after the 
Kalyani-Snehasish pair, 
there was hardly any 
batting to come. And 
Snehasish was not 
expected to make more 
than a decent 
contribution. But after 
exactly six hours and a 
minute later, Snehasish 
made history as Bengal 


made it to the 
semi-rinals, and 
Kir/nani’s men went into 
shock 

Bengal scored 592 for 
nine wickets off 200 
overs. But another 60 
penalty runs were added 
to the Bengal kitty as 
the home team tactically 
thwarted the Karnataka 
bowlers’ to 

del iver the evtra five 

overs that they had to 
bowl on the last day. 

In one sense it was a 
pity that Karnataka had 
to lose a match they had 
dominated till the fourth 
day. Arjun Raja’s 
career-best 267, 
Kirmam's gritty 112, 
Rahul Dravid’s madden 
Ranji hundred, Kartick 
Jashwanth’s undefeated 
119 and medium packer 
Srinath’s four for 98 all 








at^t when one 
team plays fairly 
and the other 
doesn't" 

—Karnataka 
captain Syed 
Kirmani 


went in vain Bengal 
chalked out a great win 
But more than 
Bengal s calculated win 
the match will be best 
remembered for 
Snehasish h heroic 
unconquered 116 and 
Kalya ni s monumental 
260 It was simply a job 
well done 

Soumttra Bose, Calcutta 




Karnataka Protests 
In Vain 

already * protest-riddled, Baqji Trophy 
1 18 m some more trouble This tune it will be 
Karnataka’s turn to lodge a complaint against 
Bengal immediately after Bengal edged 
Karnataka out of the Trophy on quotient 

at the Eden Garden (it was precisely the extra 
60 penalty rune which Karnataka conceded 
for bowling five overs short), the Karnataka 
management said that it would protest to the 
board saying that the Bengal batsmen wasted 
tune on the final day and prevented them from 
making up the lost overs 
But all this seems purely out of frustration 
as Karnatoka had lost a match after scoring 
701 runs m the only time they batted 
Bengal played clearly within the rules and 
even the umpires—Messrs P Godboleof 
Vidarbba and Devendrs Sharma of 
DeUu defended the Bengal players 
It was understandable that an injured player 
would take few more seconds between strolm 
and in three days of gamesmanship, it 

was only obvious that Bengal wouldn’t allow 
Karnataka the pleasure of completing the 
extra overs on the last day and thus lose out on 
the penalty runs 

















REVIEW 




W HAT was bilJed 
as a five-day 
affair was 
truncated to 
jUBt two courtefly a 
thunderstorm and 
inadequate rovers At 
Raxichi s Mecon g’round, 
the Ranji quarterfinal 
between Bihar and 
1 lydei Abiid no pUty 

irom days throe to five 
And if Hyderabad 
oflapmner KanwaJjit 
Sing'h was under 
arc- lights on the first 
day and teammate M V 
Sridhar (the M M ) on 
the second, umpires 
Sanjay Shah and 
Surinder Sharma 
monopolised attention 
thereafter 
It’s a pity that the 
wicket suffered 
extensive damage very 
early on the third 
day- when the covers 
were blown off For, 
though Hyderabad had 
moved ahead on the first 
innings (298 for six. in 
reply to 203), the 
prodigious turn the 
somewhat 

underprepared wicket 
was affording would 
have made for absorbing 
cricket An outright 
result Within five days 
was expected 
That the ball started to 
turn even before lunch 
on the opening day 
surprised both skippers, 



Mohammed Azharuddin 
and Han Gidwam The 
flamboyant Azhar, a 
super hit with 
Ranchiites, had spoken 
of *'600 runs” for the 
side batting first And 
the low-profile Gidwam. 
who has decided to 
retire, had talked of a 
“porfoet battirLgp track ’* 

But it’s on a “perfect” 
strip that Bihar 
floundered abysmally 
Showmg little grit, they 
plunged to 145 for mne j 
before the last-wicket 
pair, Atul Ranjan 
Prasad and Dhananjay 
Singh, proved that 
batting wasn't all that 
difhcult and added 58 

“Had we got 360, it 
would have been a 
different ball game 203 
IS no total for a five-day 
match,” remarked a 
visibly disappointed 
Gidwam But Gidwam 
himself contnbuted by 
getting out impulsively 
If the skipper, who also 
18 the best batsman, gets 
46 then the side can 
draw little inspiration 

Though he topeoored, 
Gidwam will recall the 
effort only for joining 
the exclusive 5.000-run 
RanjiQub Going mto 
the game 21 shy of that 
landmark, Gidwam. 
played over 20 games 
for Delhi in the 
imd-Seventies, has 


served his adopted state 
splendidly 

The bowling honours 
were captured by the 
extremely 
mild-mannered 
Kanwaljit, who returned 
a five-wicket haul for the 
eighth tune m his nearly 
decode-c^d first class 
career That tbe wicket 
afforderi considerable bite 
should not lessen his I 


All small centres 
suffer from Inbuilt 
handicaps, but it’s 
for the BCCI to 
ensure that they 
are not found 
wanting. To begin 
with, it’s time that 
standardised 
covers are made 
available to all 
centres 


achievement The crowd 
showing its appreciation 
by lustily cheering him 
along 

InternationalSjArshad 
Ayub and Vonkatapathy 
Haju. who complete 
Hyderabad's incisive 
spin attack, picked up 
two and one wicket 
respectively The 
solitary wicket for Raju. 
Man of the Match m this 


Rain Plays 
Spoilsport 


season's only Test— 
Chandigarh vs the 
Laiucans—completmg 
100 wickets for him in 
the Ranji Trophy No 
wonder Azhar feels that 
his spin attack is the 
country's best He has 
good reason to 

Hyderabad launched 
their reply in rousing 
fashion Abdul Azeem, 
especially, was in a 
devastating mood and 
plundered 78 off just 74 
deliveries When he 
eventually perished to 
an impetuous hit 
Hyderabad had already 
reached 128 Though 
Azeem didn t take too 
kindly to Azhar s 
di easing down of sorts, 
Azhar was correct in 
emphasising that “you 
play for the team and 
not yourself At all 
tunes ” 

The other opener. Dr 
M V Sndhar. then set 
ttbuut preescnbing a 
bitter dose He authored 
a superb unbeaten 112. 
exhibiting both what 
you should- -and should 
not—do on a turner A 
periect lesson to those 
who wish to succeed 
However, the other 
Hyderab^ batsmen 
seemed afflicted by a 
suicidal streak and the 
side shd to 251 for six 

Credit, though, 
should also go to the 


Hyderabad win a 
rain-truncated 
match, but is 
there no solution 
to the smaller 
centre’s lack of 
facilities? 
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Azhar had predicted “600 
runa” for the team 
batting firat 
seasoned Bilw 
spinners, left-arm 
Avinash Kumar and 
Offie Vurity Venkatram. 
The latter, a former 
skipper, had a 
memorable 15-7-18-2 
spell on the second 
[ afternoon. Now 

' ooniomplating^ 

retirement, the only 
motivation for him to 
stay on for one more 
j season is the lure of one 
more wicket ^ving hi m 
the Bihar Ranji Trophy 
record of 205 wickets. 

A word about the 
organisation. The 
Ranchi District Cricket 
Association was not 
short on enthusiasm, 
but it wasn’t well 
prepared for a knockout 
match. Perhaps one 
shouldn’t be too harsh 
on the RDCA, for all 
small centres suffer 
from inbuilt handicape, 

but it’s for the BCCI to 
ensure that they are not 
found wanting. To begin 
with, it's time that 
standardised covers are 
made available to all 
centres which stage first 
class games. 

The script may well 
have unfolded 
dramatically had the 
covers been of the 
contemporary kind. The 
RDCA is indeed lucky 
that Hyderabad had 
taken the lead and so 
despite the 

abandonment, a result 
(on the first innings! 
had been achieved. | 
There would have been 
much acrimony had 
only one innings been 
completed or if the side 
batting second had not 
faced a minimum of 30 
overs (for the quotient 
rule to become 
operative). 


L.P.Sahl 








MEN IN-POWER SERIES-1 


jW-. . .. 


SIMON BARNES meets the men who wield power in sport: 
this week, PRIMO NEBIOLO 

THElTALliUI 
STALUON OF 

athletics 


Wp turn to sport for romance, for magic for joy but the men who run sport remind 
us that the real world is run by people who pursue not truth and beauty, but 
prestige, influence money in a word powei 

Who are the&e‘ guys^ One can sense then shadowy grey-suited presence every 
time one tuins to the sports pages their names lurk half-remembered in the 
columns of type every time the frivolities of sport turn to business to money to 
power names liKe Havelango Nebiolo Cbatriei Balestre 

They have so much power as much powei as a head of state say some Certainly, 
they command finances that make the gross national product of a third world 
nation look like loose change They are courted by all nations, developed and 
undevelt >ped w a fashion that would make many a global politician turn in envy and 
wonder 

Yet they set‘m almost unaccountable elected by bodies almost as shadowy as 
themselves and yeai aftei year triumphantly re-elected by an overwhelming 
majori ty They (ommand an ai my of billions, all television viewers, they command a 
1re<isury of billions for sport is some of the most marketable stuff in the world 
But they avoid the headlines These go to Diego Maradona, Ben Johnson, John 
Me Enioe Ayi ton Senna These men of shadows live by power alone, and I ask the 
eternal question of Butch Cassidy who are these guys'' 


HE fust powoi bioker I visited was Pnmo N« biolo Italian 
president of the International Amateur Athletic Fedeialion the 
International Athletic Foundation €ind the Asscx’iation of Sum 
mer intei nat lonal Olympic Federations Ilis aim has always been 
to make athletics as popular as football an achievement that 
would make him one of the three most powerful men in sport Is 
he the most resented man in sport*^ The competition for that award is 
intense but he is a contendei He is a man of confusion and obscurity all 
that IS deal about him is his relish of the biutil iii-fighting and 
horst'trading of sjioits politics 

-- - - -- 










iBspoHffbe 

forthaiawmpd 
is intense, but 
beisa 

conbmder. He 
isamanof 
conibaion and 
obseurityt all 
thatis^ear 
abauttimis 
bSsreUahot 
the brutal 
in-Qghting 
and 

horse-trading 
of sports 
politics, 
**1990 was the 
year of 
football, the 
World Cup, 
m2wiUhe 
the year of the 
Olympics, 
But,** be 
added with 
0reat 

satisfaction, 
**1991 win be 
the year of 
atiuetica** 


















Who is to 
replace him? 
There seems 
nobody 
willing to 
challenge him, 
Nebioloisa 
survivor all 
right In 
theory — like 
all the 
sporiihg 
power- 

broker9--^Neb- 
iolo puts the 
interests of 
the human 
race first, his 
sport second, 
and himself 
third. Like 
them all, he 
believes that 
numbers one 
and two are 
best served by 
the 

advancement 
of number 
three 


"1990 was the year of fcx^tbalh the World Cup. 1992 will be the year of 
the Olympics. But/' he added with great satisfaction, “1991 will be the 
year of athletics.” 

His plans for this year include the world indoor championships, a world 
marathon cup, the grand prix circuit, the world cross country cham¬ 
pionship with 60 countries (“Great coverage! Fantastic!”) even a world 
walking cup, and topping it all, the world championships in Tokyo. 

The world athletics championships are Nebiolo’s baby, and when they 
began in 1983, they seemed a breath of innocence in a wicked, boycott- 
crazy world. When they were held in Rome ir 1987, they stank to heaven. 
But Nebiolo marches on to Tokyo 

“We had a great success in Helsinki in 1983 We went to Rome four 
years later and it seemed better. More coverage, more attention, more 
spectators. Great! Great• But in Tokyo it might be that we will say this was 
the best. Maybe in 1995 we will increase the popularity again...” 

Popularity, coverage, expansion, money, povjer It is all the same stuff, 
in the end. Athletics has never had so high a profile, and it has all 
happened under Nebiolo's presidency. Never has the spoi-t’s reputation for 
honesty been lower: with drugs everyhere, the stars gone money-mad 
and the scandal of Rome '87 

Yet, again and again. Nebiolo hangs on It is not clear at first how he 
attracts such loyalty He sits in his office in Rome like a Borgia cardinal 
who never takes tea without an intrigue He lac^ks both charisma and 
charm, things some power-brokers possess in dev;istating quantities He 
just sits there, stout, uiiprepossessingly bald, a few scant locks glued to 
the back of his skull. 

His ifej uji unoomfoi‘t.a.blo proeonoo, “Not an nia.i-t,’* ono of Kis aidos 

muttered He larks many obvious things, but he is cis streetwise they 
come. He rose to power, as he puts it “Not for merit Not for merit Step by 
step. 1 do not believe 1 have many merits. T was present, 1 was conslaut 
Same when 1 was an athlete. 1 was constant. Always there. Helping the 
others, trying to understand and so on It is not a hffi of mt'rii It is a 
natural life.” 


He was a long jumper, never a great one. “The moment I love host is to bo 
in the stadium watc'hing athletics and making predictions with my wife 
She IS a veiy gcxxl statistician, she knows all. But many times 1 win if 
they are not Italian ” A brief shout of laughter. “If they are not Italian! If 
they are Italian it is not easy!“ 

Indeed it is not. Nebiolo has a pronounced taste for Italian triumph For 
exainph', when Italy failed to roach the final of the athletics World Cup m 
Romo 1981 on merit. Nebiolo had a ninth lane built on the race ti'cick “for 
tile host nation**. Far worse, the stench of the triumph of Giovanni 
Kvangclisti still pervades his garments. 

Fvangt‘hsti won the long-jump bronze medal at the world cham¬ 
pionships in Home in 1987, the competition that was, if you like, Nobiolos 
fiiK'st hour Nebiolo’s triumph will forever be soured by Evangehsli. he 
wem w'lth ri jump that officials mismeasured Nobody has proved or even 
puhhcly suggeste'd a conspirac'y. But hundx'eds have criticised Nebiolo for 
first trying to hush it up. and then striving to delay judgment. An initial 
enquiry, (;haireri by himself, found thHt«f‘nothing untowaid occurred*'. A 

Seen here with royalty, Prince Albert. Neblolo's iob demands that he rub 
shoulders with the global Whera Who 







PRIMO NEBIOLO; CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


IWR^Turln, July 14,1023. ' y 

HWNNMI: President of the Intemationia Axoateur Athletlo Fedmetion 
(lAAF). the International Athletic Foundation (lAF) and tbe Aesooiation 
of Summer International Olympic Federations (ASIOP). 

MpMnsKrathni cenar: tl*7: started managerial career with Tpirtn 
Sports Centre. IWl: elected chairman of PISU, the intens^tional . 

growing body of university sports, a position he stHl holds. fHI: elscled 
chairman of the Italian Athletics Federation (F^dal), a position he held 
until 1090. 1072: eleotod moznbor o£ the lAAF OoaneU, becoming 
president in 1981 1074: chairman of the organising committee 
European athletics championships in Rome. 1171: elected vioe^ihairman 
of the Italian Olympic Committee. IHI: elected president of the A801F 


Dr Nebioio: may not win you 
over with gllD laiK Dui he has 
the instinct of a 
street smart salesman 



later enquiry by the Italian Olympic Committee revealed the truth. 

Nebioio lost much more- he lost his international credibility, that was, in 
all conscience, already looking pretty tattered. Questions have been asked 
again and again about possible financial irregularities his possible links 
with a sports promotion company called Insport, and his failure at one 
stage to publish acicouiits for the charitable organisation, lAF. He was 
interviewed by a judicial enquiry into alleged malpractice in the awarding 
of marketing contracts for Italian athletics 

"If yf>u don’t want to have critics, you must not try and do great things. 

You understand'" ff you don’t want to be put in trouble, it is better to sleep 
than to work We could have had the 1987 championships outside Italy, 
uiid 1 would a lioro. Imup^ine they were in L.os Angclcfs, Hcagan coming 

to open them. arriving in a helicopter with me. But I prefer to have them in 
my country, and I have had some problems But I believe in this life it is 
not easy to avoid the problems We must continue to work and continue to 
push, and 1 am sure wc? will have good results," 

There is something indomitable about him. Jt is easy to see where “his 
stiength lies he is the hotel-lobby negotiator par qpccelJence. He has 

ambitions left, but the topmost fruits on the tree look beyond his reach He 
has not made the International Olympic Committee, and perhaps never 
will. Evangelisti and the rest are likely to keep it that way. and the same 
problems might yet dish him when he comes up for re-election at the world 
championships this autumn. 

On the other hand, who is to replace him? There seems nobexly willing to 
challenge him Nebioio is a survivor all right. In theory--like all the 
sporting power-brokers - Nebioio puts the interest of the human race first, 
his sport second, and himself third Like them all. he believes that 
numbers one and two are best served by the advancement of number thi-ee. 

"Why did I not spend so much time and so many forces for other ideas, 
other goals than sport? It was so easy to bec‘ome important in politics, so 
easy. All the great men were with me. But then, they also believe tliat I am 
important. 1 don’t know if it is true When I meet important politicians, 
they say. you are important! I say, no, you are important! I don't know...I 
followed what was a natural progression in my life. Life is not easy, 
because you arrive at a (pertain age—and then you cannot change " 
Neither his supporters nor his enemies will disagree with that. 

Next Week: Joeo Hevelange 








M mmUAY AMHITRAJ has many 
■ M complaints ag^ainst the 

functioning of the All India 
W Tennis Association (ATTA) 
and one of them has been that 
there has been no follow up to the 
Britannia Amntraj Tennis 
scheme “When 1 set up BAT in 
1985 ' he told Sportswor/d last 
year 1 expec ted the AITA to take 
the cue and set up similar 
programmes in at least the four 
metros But nothing has been 
done 

Petei Burwash, head of Peter 
Burwash International which 
provides the coaches for the BAT 
scheme, had much the same 
complaint On a visit to Madras 
about a year ago he told 
Sportsworld, “You can't achieve 
much by having one such scheme 
There should be many more such 
programmes Only from quantity 
can you get quality” 

Well may be the AITA is still 
turning a deaf ear to these 
complaints (which are m a way 
suggestions) But at least a 
private party is doing something 
about It AiiU tlius, we nave nad 
the Batra Tonnis Centre which has 
been func'tiomng officially for the 
past one year at Pune 

Former national champion 
Nandan Bal, is the chief coach at 
the centre and while in Madras to 
take part m the South India 
Tonnis championship he took time 
off to explain to Sportsworld how 
the programme got started, how it 
functions, what the chief 
objectives are, and how etfective it 
has been so far 

Ac cording to Bal the BTC is 
named after Ram Batra, former 
Shei iff of Bombay A keen tennis 


"lit ftltnrt Is shsplno 
up Win ana I tike hesil 
(ram tha parformance of 
SauraaPanfa. Ha was a 
aakoOp whan he Jofnea 
this programme and he 
Is now me No. 11n the 
unaor-U category.'' 

Nandan Bal 
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Fartab Ramchand spoke to Nandan Bal, chief coach 
of BTC, on how the programme got started,its 
objectives and its achievements . 












enthusiast p Batra also served as 
the president of the Maharashtra 
State Lawn Tennis Association 
He expired in 1983 and his sons 
Rajesh and Bajiv wanted to do 
somethini^ in their father’s name 
which would be associated with 
the so enthusiastic 

about 

Both were good players and 
among their friends was Nan dan 
Bal During the course of many 
conversations in 1986 the talk 
centred around opening a tennis 
academy with the help of money 
from the Batra Memorial Trust 
Bal was talked into running the 
show and he in turn asked for the 
centre to be based in Pune which 
was his home town 
Land was taken on a long lease 
and four clay courts were set up 
late m 1989 And on February 11, 
1990 the complex, complete with 
new courts, refurbished office 
building, changing rooms, pantry 
and a gym was inaugurated by 
industrialist. Nusli Wadia 
The BTC started with three 
trainees—Saurav Panja of 
Calcutta. Nitin Kirtane of Pune 
and T S Satyanarayanan of 
Madras Through the academic 
year of 1989-90 these thi ee 
promising boys trained at the 
centre under the watchful eyes ot 
Bal In June 1990 a fourth boy S 
Saifuddin of Calcutta joined the 
centre, but after four months went 
off to the USA on a tennis 
scholarship 

In addition to the boys attached 
to the programme other well 
known players like Sandeep 
Kxrtane, Gaurav Natekar, Jaideep 
Shetty and Sulakshmi Jadhav 

S lay more or less regularly at 
iTC But only the boys actually 
attached to the programme get all 
the benefits The centre looks after 
their education, travel, clothes 
shoes, rackets and their food and 
stay ’’Everything is organised for 
the boys,*'says Bal “We have a tie 
up with Prince for the rackets, a 
tie up with Proline-for clothes 
and we are waiting for a tie up, 
hopefully with Puma or Lotto, for 
their shoes ’* 

Bal says that he scouts around 
for talent in various tournaments 
*T am on the lookout for boys of 
potential m the age group 12 to 





13 There IS scope to improve and 
scope to make the base even more 
solid B’lnancc is not a problem 
and we are committed to the basic 
idea of producing players of 
intei national level’ 

Asked as to how his programme 
compared with BAT, Bal says. 
“Very favouiably In facilities and 
equipment, 8*10 is not behind BAT 
at all They have more experience 
in the field having been in 
existence f oi almost six years 
c‘ompared to a little ovei one year 
loi us Hut here Bal wondered 
how much more successful the 
programme would have been, had 
the Ami it raj brothers pi ac tised 
more often with the boys The 
personal touch is very important 
Iremembei when Ramanathan 
Knshnan played with me when I 
was ajunioi in 1975 I felt proud 
and it would have been better if 
the Amntiaj brothers had played 
with the boys more regularly” 

Is he satisfied with the results 
so far ^ ‘Well I can’t say I am IOO 
per cent satisfied But the scheme 
IS shaping up well and I take heart 
from the performance of Panja He 
was a nobody when he joined the 
programme and he is now t he No 
1 in the countiy m the under 14 


**WhMisetU0BAT^ 
1985i expected the 
AITAtetekeihecueand 
set up si miter 
prvgremmes at leest In 
die four metres. But 
nothing has been 
dene. ”--Vllaf Amritral 


Nandan Bal la the chief coach ot 
the tennia coaching centre in 
Pune 

category Overall the programme 
has been satisfactory I try to 
instil in the boys the commitment 
that they have to work hard, and I 
do beheve I am getting the 
message acroes to them” 

BTC has expanded not only m 

terzna of boys and octivitice, but 

also in the personnel running the 
centre Late last year M 
Balachandar, a well known figure 
around the circuit, joined the 
programme as assistant coach 
And looking after the boys 
education, diet, health annd 
general welfare is Sheila Nandan, 
Bal's wife Her role is akin to that 
of Mrs Amntraj in the BAT 
scheme 

What of the future’? “We hope to 
expand our activities”, says Bal 
“As I said, we hope to add three 
more boys for the academic year 
1991*92 And then we have to 
concentrate on international 
exposure [-.astyear Nitin Kirtane 
and Sathyanarayaiia went to the 
USA to attend a two month camp 
in Florida This year hopefully we 
will send two more boys to the 
same camp in June Then we will 
be sending two boys to ITF 
tournaments in Europe and USA” 
Even though finance is not a I 
problem for the centre because of 
the money in the Batra Memorial 
Trust Bal says that the boys trips 
abroad were sponsored “Rajesh 
and Rajiv have enough 
connections to get these things 
sponsored Sponsorship lor tennis 
18 not a problem in India and it is 
time that the AITA woke up to that 
fact 1 mean, that’s what they are 
there for isn’t it'? - to promote 
tennis in India Out of quantity 
comes quality and more such 
schemes would certainly benefit 
Indian tennis ’’ 

Vijay Amntraj made much the 
same point “Sponsors are 
available, but it seems that AITA 
does not have a maiketing arm” 

It IS time the AITA gets that 
marketing arm It is not enough 
lor private individuals, companies 
or trusts to promote tenms in the 
country Why would they be doing 
I that in the first place for isn’t it, 
the job of the AITA*? 
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Women Arouse Hope 


W HENJyotsna 
Dutta realised 
that her days 
were numbered 
In the shot put aieha 
beoauee of the “raw deal” 
meted out to her, she bid 
lareweu &ut the hunger 
to remain In the 
limelight Still hngered 
Smoe she had the 
Strength, the wiU and 
the knaok to do things, 
she soon decided to try 
weightlifting That was 
back in 1986 during the 
National Qames at 
Delhi when women's 
weightlifting Was 
introduced tor the first 
time 

Jyotsna did not face 
much opposition and 
made immediate news 
Since then, women have 
begun to take fresh 
interest in the sport, and 
with each passing yW 
the iron ladies have 
shown marked 
improvement national 
records were broken 
often and finally medals 
were won at the Asiad 
Since the time Jyotsna 
Dutta and Ohaya Adak 
took up weighthfting 
Bengal's name hgured 
prominently at the 
national level But there 
are liimtations despite 
their presence the 
overall .trophy eludes the 
team So the tussle for 
the team title centred on 
Funiab and Tamil Nadu i 
(and were placed m that 
order) 

At Ambala recently, 
where tlie eth women's 
and the 43id men e 
weiglithfting 
championships were 
heldconcuriently, as 
many as ten women e 
records tumbled In 
fact, this was the first 
women B meet after tits 


Beijing Asian Gamss 
whera thise Indian 
ladies won medals 
(CihaysAdak. 
KunJararani Den and 
Jyotsna Dutta) 

So it was expected that 
Che trio would have a 
cakewalk in th^ 
respective classes 
Chaya Adak kept her 
reputation mtact She 
not only shattered all 
the national marks in 
her 52 kg category-, but 
8 d 80 improved upon her 
Bering performance 
(158 5 kg) by a massive 
16 5 kg which also 
enabled her to be 
adjudged the best 
woman lifter at Ambala 
What about Kunjarani 
Devi of hfampui^ Her's 
was perhaps the biggest 
upset m the nationals It 


was unexpected, though 
her displc^ in the 44 kg 
class was rathsf 
appalling She lifted 15 
kg short of her previous 
best of 145 kg and lost to 
Tamil Nadu’s K Surya 
Frabiha(i38 oicg>by8 o 
kg 

There was tohe yet 
another upset The 
reigningjunior 
ohampion m the 60 kg 
class K Narasaonmaof 
Andhra Pradesh 
humbled the lUustiious 
Karnataka and five 
tunes national champion 
Shyamala Shetty The 
interesting feature in 
the contest between the 
*^wo was that three new 
marks were created 
Narasamma lifted an 

Jyotsna Dutta: 
eonsistant 



ovarall total of 166 Bfor 
a new record (old 4:77.5 
kg) and another In the 
snatch 60 kg (77 9 kg) 
Shetty's conaolatton was 
improvmg the old dean 
and Jerk mark of 100 kg 
by 9 kg Another 
Andhra girl M Iskahmi 
created a senaation by 
winning three gold 
medals in the 56 kg 
category 
Despite the 
improviBhed facilities 
the women’s 
performances were 
brilliant especially from 
the younger ones who. 
given the right facibties. 
could go places Thej' 
are as strong as the 
Chinese women lifters, 
as was evident from the 
fact that out of nme 
weight classes ten 
reoorus were rewritten 
However there wasn’t 
much to write home 
about the men's 
performance It looked 
rathei stagnated 
although five records 
were erased As it la. the 
spoi t doesn't generate 
much attention but the 
final day saw Dalbir 
Singh of the Railways 
(which also won the 
men's team 

championship with 436 
points) attracted the 
public with a superlative 
performance in the 
superclass In the 
snatch he imed 160 kg 
(which was better than 
the earlier mark by 8 S 
kg) and hoisted a total of 
347 6 kg—an 
unprovement of 5 kg 
But medal prospects ih 
the 110 kg class is a fkr 
cry for India, as Ads's 
best of 406 kg is in the 
name erf'Iran’s R AU 
Taymorl 
HanmlMaBilkffiMi 


so 




Not Wanted! 

niHIS has reference to the 
j| writeup Tall scoree and frayed 
tempers* in the Duleep Trophy 
final at Jamshedpur A sportsman 
makes a good citizen only if the 
foundation is well, and truly laid 
The present day cricketers are 

txLking th-ingfa lipplitly iLnd slt ^ 

giving a bad name to the game 
that till now was referred to as the 
gentleman’s game Physical 
assault IS surely not warranted in 
a gentleman’s game or for that 
matter in any other sport 
JA YANTHY SUBRAMANIAM. 
Madras 

Jubilant! 

I T was a case ot great jubihation 
that the Indian tennis team 
1 defeated the Thailand team in the 
I Davis Cup fixture at Bangkok 
I The Indian players, now that they 
I have tasted blood should go all 
out to win the next tie 
KA WAJA TUBA ANJUM 

Urinary 

D^lorable ■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

T he pict ures published by the 
j magazine in the issue dated 
16 12 February 91 ol film stars 
I was really deplorable A magazine 
j which is specially meant for 
sports lovers is slowly 
relinquishing its post to become 
another of those movie mags so 
freely available I hope that better 
sense will prevail 
KA USHIK MAZUMDAR 
Calcutta 

GOfgIBOIlS, 

T his has reference to the 

photographs of filmstars in the 
issue dated 6-12 February ’91 The 
photographs were gorgeous but 
Madhuri Dixit seems to be 
blatantly disregarding the basic 
rules of chess Some of the 
ambiguities in the photograph of 
hers were 

1 ) According to the rules, the 
^ chess board should be set up such 
that on one’s own side, a white 
square is at the extreme right 
hand comer The board seems to 
have been set otherwise 

2 ) The white knight has been 


upstaged from it’s position and is 
placed on the square next to the 
king while the other knight is in 
Its normal position 

3) Moreover both the black 
bishops seem to be on white 
squares 

Wonder whether Miss Dixit really 
knows how to play chess’ 
SARBAJJT SENG UPTA 
Calcutta 

B eers banning the Delhi cricket 
side from participating in the 
Hanji Trophy was shocking The 
change of an umpire in one of 
Dchli’s league matches without 
the consent of the rival captain has 
invited wrath from the BCCI in the 
form of a ban that will be telt 
more by the players of the Delhi 
Side than it s officials The BCCI 
should have directed then 
punishment to the Delhi officials 
and left the players alone 
SRINIVAS NYPA THY, 
RdLjahnmndvy 


Ei^oyable 

S o. that’s how our movie stars 
keep fit, (Issue dated 6- la Feb 
’91)1 thoroughly eryoyed the 
novel feature that explained how 
hard the stars worked to stay fit 
without letting age catch up on 
them 

The article on Boris Becker 
(Kmg at last) was also enjoyable 
Here is a youngster who has 

persevtsi tjU fui tlie last fou-r yea.ro 
and has finally become No 1 
Kudos and good luck 
AMIT A LOIWAL 
Barodd 

Incredible tmmammmmmmm 

K udos to Boris Becker for 

having made*it to the top of the 
tennis world The way he ousted 
Ivan l^ndl in the final at 
Melbourne was incredible It 
points to the fact that this man 
has the stamina, skill and 
determination* 

UMA KAHKDIJi 
Rdjahmundry 


Boris Becker with Helmut Kohl 









A s a part of your 
new year 
resolutions you 
might have taken 
up jogging or running 
to keep fit to keep the 
girth in cxintrol Then 
what happened*^ 

Either you did not feel 
motivated enough to get 
up in the wee hours of 
the mornings The 
temptation the bed held 
was too much Initially 
you felt guilty and 
promised to do it the 
next day. yet gradually 
you became so used to 
the guilt that it just 
stopped bothering you 
You went into it with 
so much of zeal and 
vigour, that you began 
experiencing pains and 
aches and these aches 
were excuses enough for 
not making that extra 
effort in the morning 
The good news (should 
we call it so"^) is that you 
don*t have to injure 
yourself just because 
you are a runner Here’s 
how 

Step One—Buy a good 
pair of running shoes. 


THE 








HEALTH 

COLVMN 


Baxush those unagee of 
great athletes running 
barefoot Running 
barefoot on hard 
surfaoee actually does 
more harm than good 
So get yourself a good 
pair of running shoes 


First of all pick up the 
nghtsize The right pair 
fits snugly and yet you 
should be able to move 
your toes inside Get 
yourself a pair that ha& 
good cushiomng 
bacauae yuu’re guuua 

need that when you go 
pounding the 
asphalt Remember that 
the shoe should be hght, 
otherwise you are going 
to tire those legs too 
fast Shoes go a long 
way m preventing 
rrviunes hke stress 
fractures and tendimtis 
Step Two—Setups 
smart training 


programme: Most 
runners especially the 
rookies injure 
themselves when they 
try to do too much, too 
soon Even experienced 
runners injure 
tneniBulves wnen they 
push their systems to 
conquer those extra 
miles Increase the 
mileage and intensity 
gradually On a weekly 
basis increase the milage 
by ten per cent 
Remember the first 
step IS to get that 
creaking body of yours 
mto some shape Once 
you achieve that^ou can 




I 


BEST FOOT 
FORWARD 


add variety to your jogs 
with speed bursts and 
tempo runs And when 
you are finally ready 
then set yourself a goal 
and tell yourself that 
you can achieve it one 
day 

Step Three—^Train 
don't strain Before 
embarking on the 
fitness voyage you 
must have heard people 
repeating the fidage No 
pain no gain Well 
forget that and don t 


take it to be the gospel 
truth because if you feel 
pain you won't gam 
We are not talkmg of 
that mild to moderate 
discomfort or aches that 
accompany training, but 
of real pain that comes 
with injury As soon as 
you feel the injury pain 
stop A word of ad vice to 
the rookies If that mild 
pain does not abate 
within the first 5 to 10 
minutes stop, and apply 
ice to the injured area 


Step Four«i)est' 

Schedule easy days 
includmg a few off days 
from running Many 
runners believe that if 
they do not run for a 
couple of days their level 
of fitness falls That is 
not true On the 
contrary a few easy 
days, (called ‘tapering’ 
technically) is good for 
boosting up 
performance because it 
gives the system some 
much needed 


Once in a while alternate running with other exercises like cycling 



recuperation tune 
The beginners should 
try to work up a 
basic^three days a week 
routine and maintam 
that schedule for several 
weeks As your fitness 
increases you can 
slip in a fourth day 
somewhere Once m a 
while indulge m some 
alternative exercises 
such £is cychng, weight 
training or aerobics 
Step Five—Listen to 
your body. When you 
work out or run, your 
body will issue certain 
commands Listen to, 
and obey,these 
commands If your body 
tells you to slow down, 
doit If you are 
experiencing pain, take 
a break If you are 
feeling tired or 
sluggish, take it easy 
Or you might just need 
to skip a morning run to 
catch up on some extra 
sleep Just make it a 
point to be back on the 
track the next day Also 
put m more 
carbohydrates and 
proteins into your diet 
Step six—Have fun 
Don't lose sight or the 
best reason to 
run—because it's fun 
Regular running will 
make you feel better 
both physically and 
mentally You'll develop 
a positive self image and 
to top it all you’ll have 
more energy 
Remember, the bottom 
line always has been, 
‘Just do xV* 





SOCCER’S IS 


They are called Mr. Fix-lts, Mr. M Least Ten Per Cent and an 

a new trend In European feelball hut new n 


f you want to ask him 
the time, you go 
through his agent.* 
Those words were 
barked down the 
telephone line by the 
wife of a First Division 
footballer preparing to 
play his first FA Cup 
Final. The message was 
clear. Money talks—and 
in this instance it was 
saying goodbye. It was 
also a sign of the times. 
Mr At Least Ten Per 
Cent had arrived in 
football—to stay. Agents 
used to be associated 
with actors and pop 

stars. But the Eighties 
was the decade of the 
agent in soccer. The 
public perception of a 
footballer’s agent now 
lies somewhere between 
a vulture and a shark. 

Mischievous, 
parasites and the most 
De-stablising influence 
on modern-day football 
are other bouquets 
hurled in agents’ 
direction. It was 
disclosed recently that 
one Mr Ten Per Cent had 
become Mr Thirty Eight 
Per Cent. Love them or 
loathe them, agents are 
now part of the soccer 
scene. 

But are they the bad 
boys they have been 
painted or simply 
victims of a bad ^ess? 

A sub-committee set 
up by The Football 
League in England is 
holding a series of 
meetings-to investigate 
the growing power of 
agents, and it is hoped 





Marfc Hnttttay antf <alen Hoddl« wee* 
tweCngllsh signings tn Monaco. 

Agents prefer the plaifers to go . 
abroiki because the money is mofe\'^ 


that the process could 
lead to a code of conduct. 

One aspect the 
committee is examining 
is the Football League’s 


Regulation 80 . which 
forbids the involvement 
of agents in the transfer 
market. This rule is 
broken on a regular 


basis, and the present 
moves to grasp one of 
the sharpest nettles in 
football is welcomed by 
some of its most 














BAD BOYS 


lescrHieil as a growing evil in foatbaii. Piayer agents are net 
oeks tike they have ceme te stay.... 


innuenuai n^ures 
Liverpool chief 
executive Peter 
Robinson and hia 
Everton counterpart Jim 
Greenwood are just two 
who share the growing 
concern about the 
activities of agents 
Robinson says the 
emergence of the agent 
IS an Fifties 
phenomenon, and 
delivers a prime example 
of why he is convinced 
action IS necessary 
*‘Some of the deals being 
struck concern me very 
much I heard ol one 
instaxiue wheie a 
player’s agent had done 
a deal which gave him 
25% of the player 6 total 
earnings That means 
the player is doing lour 
years work foi three 
years’ money Thai is 
immoral ’ 

*1 would like to see 
agents having a proper 
grounding in^what is 
needed when advising 
footballers, such as 
pension payments 
“Young players who 
are maybe naive, are 
being taken advantage 
of an d that has got to be 
stopped Sometimes 

people are not acimg in 
the players’ best 
interests, but their 
own ” 

Agents are accused of 
flourishing in an 
atmosphere of unrest 
The theory is that a 
^appy client is unlikely 
to yield as much cash as 
an unsettled star “It is 
difficult to prove, but 


agents are normally able 
to make money as a 
result of players 
moving, not staying 
particularly if they can 
get them abroad it is 


inniiration or agents 
into British football 
The leader of the 
4,000-strong 
Association declares 
“Some agents get a law 


Love them or 

ioatiie them, agents are now 
part of the soccer scene. Bnt 
are they the bad boys that 
they have been painted or 
simpiy victims of a bad Press? 


not that all of tnem are 
bad Some do a good job 
for the playf rs they 
represent’ says 
Manchester United 
manager Alex 
Fei guboii 

But he adds “The bad 
ones I'eally do go over 
the top and can cause 
lots of problems * 

Ferg usoi \ i s con vine ed 
the emergence of the 
agent has severed a vital 
bond between players 
and managers They 
have changed the whole 
soccer scene for 
managers There used to 
be a bond between 
players and managers 
where they would come 
to you with a problem 
Now that doesn t 
happen “ 

Gordon Taylor,Chief 
Executive of the 
Professional Footliallers 
Association delivers a 
classic quote from 
America to voice his 
suspicions about the 


degree trom Harvard 
and some agents get the 
third degree from the 
police “ 

We are cone erned 
about cases where 
players are promised the 
world and nothing is 
delivered We have no 
objections to 
professional advice or an 
adviser earnmg an 
income What concerns 
us IS cases when they 
take a percentage of a 
I player’s football 
earnings *’ 

Taylor adds “In 
general they are a 
de-stabilising influence 

on the game A lot like to 
make a percentage of 
signmg-f , so if 
things are stable and 
settled they are not 
making the same 
money ” 

Neu Ramsay is an 
agent himself, 
numbering 10 members 
of Everton’s first team 
squad among the 50 


players ne represents 

He knows the 
cnticisms levelled at 
agents and says "lean 
sleep at night, IVe got 
no need to tell lies to 
anyone, 1 feel I do what I 
do m an honourable 
way ” 

“The football has got 
to be right The home i 

life has got to be right 
The money has got to be I 
right And none of them I 
come in a particular 
order 

“But money doesn’t 
make the world go 
around One of my 
players moved back to 
London He’s on very 
good money but 18 being 
driven up the wall 
because the football isn’t 
fight “ 

“Managers sell 
players^ and then start 
having a go at agents 
You have to ask whether 
they are not just trying 
to appease the fans after 
selling one of their best 
players ” 

Signing-on fees is just 
one subject under heavy 
discussion, but Ramsay 
says “I am paid m 
relation to the amount of 

tune I work on behalf of 

a player, which is 
on-going Whethez he 
moves or stays doesn’t 
matter ” 

The agent comes m for 
blanket criticism for 
being a de-stabihsmg 
influence, creating a 
transfer 

merry-go-round and 
hning his pockets 

PHMpJMcNuHy 



T he year 1991 
could well 
emerge as tiie 
year of dispute in 
Indian football. A 
meeting last 
month in 

Thiruvananthapuram* 
between the All India 
Football Federation 
(AIFF)and 

representatives of the 
leading national 
tournament organisers 
brought into focus many 
acrimonious issues: 
Finances, allotment of 
dates, schedules and 



Anottier 

swggvsfion of th« 
AIFF wlilch %)fas 
wm thof 
•very mojor 
toumamentbe 
htM in oNemote 
yeors. All mojor 
tourmmient 
orgonisers tumMi 
it down outright. 


inviting foreign teams 
and soon. 

At the meeting, the 
AIFF were represented 
by its President, Priya 
Ranjaii Das Mxinshi, 
Goorotory Mr. P.P, 

Lakshmanan and 
ex-secretary. Mr. Ashok 
Ghosh. Representatives 
from the Durand, 
Rovers, IFA Shield, 
DCM, Stafford Cup and 
Sait Nagjee tournament 
committees attended the 
meeting. 

The Durand secretary 

Prtyaranjan Das MunshI: 
adamant 














Novy Kapadia exposes how a money-miiided All India 
FoottMdl Federation has suddenly started putting pressure 
on various tournament org^anisers to pay more more 

to the parent body for holding some of the most traditional 
soccer tournaments of the country 


Ckir. S.S. Kahlon and the 
DCM secretary Rajat 
Mukherjee admitted 

tliat tlae toximarajent 

representatives had to 
take a joint stand on 
several issues, due to the 
unreasonable attitude of 
the AIFF. Both admitted 
that the AlFF’s financial 
demands were excessive. 

Explaining^ the 
background to the 
disputes Cdr. Kahlon 
said, “The affiliation fee 
payable to the AIFF for 
organising an “A” Grade 
tournament was Rs. 
10,000 till recently. 
Recently it was twice 
increased to Rs. 15,000, 
and then last year to Rs. 
25.000. Tournaments 
which invited foreign 
teams had to pay Rs. 
5,000 per team.” For 
instance last year the 
DCM paid the AIFF Rs. 
35,000 as they invited 
two foreign teams from 
South Korea and Nepal. 

Tournament 
representatives were 
shocked when the AIFF 
suggested that the 
affiliation fees will be 
raised further. All the 
tournament 
representatives united 
to vehemently oppose 
the motion. Due to the 
z ealou s opposition, the 
AIFF could not muster 
any support for 
increasing the 
affiliation fees. The 
motion was left 
adjourned. Tournament 
secretaries argued that 
due to inflation, 
organisational costs 
increased substantially. 
Itenoe, paying an 
addiUonal amount to 


AIFF would exacerbate 
their financial burden. 
Cdr. Kahlon stressed, 

'*C>rgAxii6ixig A grade 

tournaments helped 
football in India, so we 
should not be penalised 
by being made to pay 
more annually.” 
However some AIFF 

The Durand. 
committee 
secretary Cdr. 
S.S. Kohlon sold, 
"Theoffiliotlon 
fee poyoUe to the 
AIFF for 
orgonising on A 
gram 

tournament wna 

Rs. 10,000 till 
recently. But then 
it was twice 
increosed to Rs. 

15,000, ond then 
lost yeor to Rs. 
25,000." And 
tournoment 
rapresentotives 
were diocked 
when the AIFF 
suggested that 
thooffiBotion 
fem willlmndsed 
lurfhor 

sources indicate that the 
parent body will start a 
divide-and-rule px^licy. 
The affiliation fees of 
elite and traditional 
tournaments like the 
Durand, Rovers and IFA 
Shield will not be 
increased. However, 
there will be a 
substantial hike in the 


affiliation fees of 
tournaments with a 
commercial 
ijacKground. Hius, for 
instance, the DCM and 
Nai Duniya (Hindi 
newspaper in Madhya 
Pradesh) tournaments 
will have to pay Re 
40,000 each as 
affiliation fees in 1991. 
Besides they would pay 
an additional Rs. 5,000 
for each foreign team 
invited. 

Another suggestion of 
the AIFF which was 
rejected was that every 
major tournament in the 
country be held in 
alternate years. The 
AIFF secretary P.P. 
Lakohmaxuui'e plea waa 
“We have about 125 
tournament committees 
applying to us for 
registration. We have 
whittled the number 
down to about 85 but 
still there are too many 
tournaments and 
everybody cannot be 
satisfied. Even if each 
tournament is of ten 
days’ duration, they 
cannot be 
accommodated in a 
single year. Also the top 
players get tired playing 
in BO many major 
tournaments, so it will 
bebetter if the 
tournaments are held in 
alternate years.” 

Again the mi^or 
tournament 
representatives rejected 
the suggestion outright. 
The Durand, Rovers, 

IFA Shield and DCM 
tournaments with a rich 
tradition felt that their 
sanctity would be 
destroyed if they were 


held in alternate years. 
Like last year, the AIFF 
insisted that each 
tournament committee 
invite only eight 
outstation teams. This 
suggestion lad to 
further animosity. Cdr. 
Kahlon argued that all 
tournaments will want 
the same eight teams, 
Mohun Bagan, East 

Bengal, Moliammedcua 
Sporting, JCT and BSF, 
Mahindraa, Kerala 
Police and Salgaocar, 
Qoa. He said, “All 
tournaments will thus 
become replicas of the 
Federation Chips and 
there will be no surpiise 
team in any 
tournament.’’ The DCM 
are particularly upset at 
this decision, as they 
had a rich tradition of 
introducing new teams. 
Leaders Club, 

Jalandhar. RAC 
Bikaner, NEI Jaipur, 
PSEB Hoshiarpur and 
Bnkaro Steel Plant 
made their mark in the 
DCM tournaments of 
yore. DCM was the first 
to invite a team from 
Ooa way back in 1963. 
Vasco, Goa played in the 
DCM in 1963. 

Tournament 
secretaries are upset at 
the mercenary 
motivations of the AIFF. 
With an eight team 
restriction, most 
tournaments will 
conclude quickly and so 
more tournaments can 
be affiliated in the 
vacant dates which will 
bring in more money 
into the AIFF coffers. 

Also the idea of 
holding tournaments in 
alternate years is not 
due to the parent body’s 
concern for players* 
welfare. The AIFF desire 
to give permission to 
many more 
tournaments is only to 
gain more affiliation 
fees.# 







KARAT 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 





Urfthancl moves to the uchluki 
position snd the right hand in to 
the Ghodan ukt 



T pns week we start a 
new kata called the 
pmaja aono lu 
Start ftom the asune 
position as in Puum 
aonoiotu i e . mokso 
and the 701 

Your legs should move 
to the koJrutou dacbi 
position and retain It for 
the next three moves 
Your nght hand should 
move back with the palm 
enclosed to form a fist 
near your right rib cage 
The left fist should he 
placed on top of the 
right fist 
For the next move 
your left hand should 
shift into the uohi uki 
and the right hand into 
the cbodan uki 
Thirdly, the left hand 
moves back and rests on 
the right shoulder and 
the right hand sti ikes 
out in tet sw uclu aimed 
at the armpit of youi 
opponent 

■ySWvsIiOMsuIr 
KyohushinksNiM hanto 

mOTOOiW’HS fWMAN aHAUA 


, fist Is plaesd ontopof ths right 
i fist 



Lift hand moves back and raata 
on tha right ahouhPera. RtaM 
hand atrlRsa out in taf auf uefW 


The All India Instructors Camp 
organised by the 
Kyokushinkafkan Karate HQ is 

being held from 4 10 Merch 

1991 at Harish Park 
Bhawanipur Calcutta Any 
person with a good martial art 
background can apply to 
Shivaii Garauy at 136 Harish 
Mukheriee Road Cal 25 Fees 
Rs 1 600 (inclusive of camp 
fees board and lodging) 
Reporting ate J March 
between 4 00 and 6 00 pm 


50 




Under^anding Impact 



The Grip 




* /l Vf 1R5T \ 

yA 'N '>-/NEassm\ ^ 

/ X \ \ ^inaktswingX 

4Ca Ti^acorrect \ 

rV-/ORlP LET THE \ i 

ft V^SHAFT LiEPlA 60 SAaiVC 

'\-/ACP05Sthe LEFT HAND, 
exert PPESbURl WITH THE U6T I 
THREE F1N6ER5 CRIP PRiMARiU \ 
WITH THE FINOER50PTHE \ 

right hand. ^ 

AT ADPRE5S rOU SHOULD ^EETivG 

KSw^KLES OF YOUR LEFT HAND. 



TWOKNXAUS/ 


You NOW HAVE ' 
A GOOD CHANCE 
TO WIT THE BAa 
^UARELY AT 
MAXIMUM DPEtEX 


lip 


Grip with the Paims Facing 


























Ld BabaAir SBusU 
HoAqr . 


P UNJAB ANJ) SIND BANK 
thrashed IFFCO 4 0 to lift the 
Lai Bahadur Shastn Memorial 
hockc^y trophy held in New Delhi’s 
btuvaji bTdUium recemiy 
Several top teams such as Air 
India IFFCO, Namdhari XI, EME. 
Orient Sports Club (consisting of 
many Indian Airlines players) 
participated in the tournament 
which was sponsored by Orient 
Sports Craft Club in collaboration 
With the 1^1 Bahadur Shastn 
Memorial Hockey Society 
Namdhari XI were unlucky to 
have lost to a young and 
inexperienced IFFCO side in the 
semi’lmal, when senior 
international Hardeep Singh 
missed an easy penalty stroke less 
than a minute before the goalless 
match ended However, in the 
tie-breaker, IFFCO’s goalkeeper 
Nadir All put up an impressive 
show and sealed Namdhan’s fate 
In the final, Punjab and Sind 
Bank had no difficulty in 
outplaying IFFCO and their star 
forwards such as Gundeep 
Kumar, Ram Saran and 
Ripudaman Singh scored at will 
RashMd Kidwai 


BANGALORE 


State Catnmi 


A * GI lOUSEKHAN. of Bharat 
Elec’1 romc'sLtd .emerged 
senior singles and doubles 
champion m the 11th Annual 
State Ijevel Carrom Tournament 
organised by the Telecom 
Recreation Club 
In the sin^lob, Uhousekhan, 
ovei coming a stilf challenge from 
Salccin Atimcd b(‘at him finally 
25 14,) 5 25 25 21 and pairing 
with M (iovindraj beatSaleem 
and Secna 4 25 25-21,25-11 
In the women’s singles, B S 
Jaya of LIC beat Koopkala Anand 
of State Bank ol India 25-22, 
25-15 


Other results (Junior boys) 
Ismail beat C Vijayan. 25-11, 
8-25,25-21 (Non-medallist 
singles) Habeeb, Sobha Carrom 
Club beat Shafi, Hindustan CC, 
11-25,25-5,25-24 
Ralph F. Patrao 


NAGPUR 


Ontial BaUnay 
Bockey 


L ast year’s runner-up Jhansi 
Division with their improved 
performance this year annexed 
the coveted trophy in the Central 

Members of the Punjab and Sind 
Bank hockey team with the Lai 
Bahadur Shastri trophy 


Railway Inter-Divisional Hockey 
Tournament 

Except for the 

semi-finalists—Jhansi, Bombay, 
Jabalpur and hosts Nagpur—the 
rest of the four teams Bhusaval, 
Solapur, Bhopal and Combined 
Work-Shops put up a very poor 
performance 

Last year’s winners, Jabalpur 
lost to Jhansi in the semi-final and 
their players indulged in rough 
play during tne game Alter the 
matcli, two ol their players who 
tried to assault an umpire with 
sticks were beaten up by the 
spectators Bombay beat Nagpur 
in the second semi-final via the 
lie-breaker 

The final between Jhansi and 
Bombay was a dull and drab affair 
which finally saw Jhansi 
emerging winners They 









struck once in each half through 
Kaushlendra and K.P. Yadav. 

Joseph Rao 






JAMSHEDPUR 


fljPQ^ 


M r.J.R.D. Tata, Chairman 
TATA erroup of companies 

inaiifiriiratftri a naw sports complox 

named after him at Jamshedpur. 
The rupees 11 crore complex is a 
gfift from Tata Steel to the people 
of Jamshedpur. 

The complex has been primarily 
designed for hockey, football and 
track and field events with a 
seating* capacity of 35,000 and 
provisions for further expansion. 
The complex sprawls over 30 




Delhi Dniversttgr emerged the duunpiona after a gap of 16 
years in the AU-Indla hater Varsity Atliletto Champloiiship 
held at Kalyanl Unlvmeli^. Ths Delhi XJniemdty zn*n 
eUlmed four gold. thiMsUssr aadtweteom^medata 
the tatde. (fo pieture) The Ddhi Usdvarsity team. 


acres and there are plans to add a 
swimming pool and a multi 
purpose indoor stadium. 

One of the highlights of the 
complex is the eight lane 
synthetic track to be imported , 
from Germany. 

Anjan Chatteriee 


CALCUTTA 


ThmiisOp 
biteFSdiool Mdmt 


A garpara mahajati 

VEDYAPITH finished as the 
best side in the East Zone Thums 
Up Inter-School Cricket 
Champioriship recently. The 
North 24 Parganas district 
champions beat the Calcutta 
champions South Point by a 
resounding 68 runs in the final at 
the Town ground. 


By finishing East Zone 
champions, Agarpara go into the 
AlMndia finals which will be held 
in Madras. This was the second 
time that Agarpara made it to the 
all-India final. The first time was 
in 1988-89 when the All-India was 
not held. 

South Point and Agarpara wei‘e 
more or less evenly matched with 
a number of State-level ju nior 
players in their sides. And one 
such player, the 15-year-old Ajay 
Das, put up a brilliant all-round 
show to steer Agarpara to a facile 
win. 

South Point made the first error 
by deciding to field in the limited 
overs match after winning the 
toes. The wicket on which the 
final was played was not suitable 
for a school final and it was not 
understood why the organisers 
could not manage a better ground. 

Agarpara hit 212. inclusive of 
eight penalty runs, in the 35 overs 
they faced. They lost only eight 




















wickets as Das and another 
under-19 Bengal cricketer, 
Jayanta Ghosh Dastidar, put up a 
89-run partnership to post a 
healthy total for Agarpara. 

Das' 59 runs included four 4s 
and a 6. Ghosh Daslidar's brisk 40 
had five boundaries in it. The only 
successful bowler for South Point 
was Ai ijit Seiigupta who finished 
with three wickets for 39 runs. 
When South Point went in to bat 

the* Tc^wn wicket u/sis alr«»9dy 

crumbling Das drew first blood 
for Agarpara removing the 



Worrell Day. This day, which | 
marks the loundation day of the I 
CAB, is an eagerly awaited event 
every year. 

Physically handicapped 
persons, women and even senior 
journalists and players are among 
those who donate blood on the 
day. This year it was no different. 
Ram Chandra Chatterjee, a 
physically disabled man from 
Howrah and 40 women weire 

among the S51 who donated their 
blood. 

The blood donation camp was 
held at the Pankaj Gupta Indoor 


I Inset; Ajay Das was declared the 
! man of the match. Above: The 

Agarpara Mahajati Vidyapith 
I cricket team celebrate their 
victory over South Point 
I 

' prolific South Point opener 
; Sam rat Tiwari for only nine runs 
j South Point never really recovered 
! from that blow. 

Agarpara demonstrated better 
j cricketing sense and despite a 
I bumpy outfield, the Agarpara 
1 fieldeirs did well to contain the 
j Sleuth Point batsmen. 

I Dits, who bowls medium pace, 
j struck at rogulai* intervals and 
j the dicey wicket took care of the 
rest 

Only Proba* Dutta played a 
patient innings and remained not 
out on 51 (three fours) when 
South Point's shaj'eof overs ran 

sY " . 


out, Nilashish Ghosh made a late 
charge for South Point, but that 
was not enough. Ajay Das, who 
finished with figures of four 
wickets for 29 runs, was rightly 
adjudged ‘the Man of the Match'. 

Brief scores: Agarpara Mahajati 
Vidyapith 212/8 in 35 overs (Ajay 
Das 59, Jayanta Ghosh Dastidar 
40, Arijit Sengupta 3/39). South 
Point 144/6 in 35 ovore fProbal 
Dutta 51 not out, Nilashish Ghosh 
22, Ajay Das 4/29). 


FtankWiiRenDay 


HE Cricket Association of 
Bengal and the Association of 
Voluntary Blood Donors have a 
unique way of celebrating Prank 


A blood donation camp was held 
to celebrate Frank Worrell Day by 
the CAB 

Coaching Centre and the players 
of the Howrah Union cricket team 
turned out en masse to donate 
blood. 

Everj' donor was given a CAB 
badge and a certificate 
autographed by former Test 

cricketor Oundappa. Viehwanath. 


MerAirt. CoBegt 
AtliMles ^ 


H ocxjhly mohsin college 

won the men's title of the 
second Inter-Government College 
Athletics Championships which 
was held at the SAI-Netaji Subhas 



















Complex, Salt Lake. HMC logged a 
good 44 points to stay in the clear. 
The women’s title went to Acharya 
Brojendranath Seal College Cooch 
Behar, which aggregated 36 
points over two days. 

Some of the best events of the 
championships were reserved for 
the final day of the meet to decide 
who were the fastest athletes. 
Partha Pratim Ghosh of 
Chandannagore College and 

HMC*b Subliabretta Dowan were 

the fastest in the 100m. While 
Ghosh clocked 11.2 seconds. 
Dewan stopped the clock at 13.7 
seconds. 

Soumitra Bom 


I f ever there was something 
known as a piping hot 
favourite, it was Romantic Dancer 
who earned 10-2 on-money odds 
in the Classic Calcutta St Leger. 
the last and most gruelling of the 
classic racci^ in tbe Calcutta 
I season. 

Much, in fact too much, was at 
stake this time at the St I.ieger for 
the twinkle-hoofed Romantic- 
Dancer. It wasn’t just the Rs 
2.86.635 prize money in this race 
that was up for grabs; the 
Sovereign Silver-Cartier grey 
gelding, belonging to Mrs B .M. 
Khaitan and Mrs and Mr D. 
Khaitan, had already won the 
Calcutta 2000 Guineas and the 
Calcutta Derby, It jolly well had to 
win the last leg of the Classic 
Triple Crown trophy. He had 
already notched up maximum 
points to win the Horse of the Year 
trophy and the St Leger win (and 

nutumatiually Triple Crown) 

would give him a collective 
moneybag of nearly seven lakh 
rupees. 

G\iaranteed to make the best 
horse sweat, the 2800-metre St 
Leger was therefore considered as 
belonging to Romantic Dancer 
who had four other handsome 
pieces of horseflesh to contend 
with; Natski, Sandbagger. 
Citiglow and Twilight Lady. The 
second favourite. Sandbagger. 


ClAl.Cl'fTA 


Th>fB<irtt»niiiMli^pogtilorUii<<>y1iho|ww*ia>lly 
taandlo^ppad WM b»U ct flw Ouladlua’ 

Bornmla.* Aiiout WO penenw. 

Hownli. 

MMHMLgWDU 




had only the other day been 
trounced by more than three 
lengths in the Derby by the 
Dancer himself, but this time the ^ 
chestnut colt (Paul Burke up> 
showed that he was capable of 
making the Dancer miss a beat or 
two. 


Pai‘tnered by his old faithful, 
Bajrang Singh, Romantic Dancer 
was ridden in fine style, but 
perhaps with a wee bit too much of 
bravado on the part of the jockey 

Romantic Dancer (Bajrang 
Singh up) poses with Divya 
Jatan, D. Khaitan, B.M. Khaitan 
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MADRAS 


SouOi India Tennis 



I T is to the credit of former 
national champion Nandan Bal, 
now 32, not fully fit and playing 
only occasional tournaments, that 
he was still able to reach the men’s 
singles final of the South India 
Tennis Championship. This 
prestigious ranking tournament 
on tJie ATTA ottloiicUti', wa<c$ 
sponsored by India Cements and 
conducted by the Madras Cricket 
Club. That said, it must also be 
admitted that the fact that Bal 
reached the final was a sad 
commentary on the standard of 
some of the younger Indian 
players. Some of whom are 
exp>ected to be standard bearers in 
the future. 

In fact Bal could well have won 
the title. After all, he was not 


ManoJ Kumar of Tamil Nadu won 
the South India Tennis 

actually beaten by Manoj Kumar, 
the 23-year-old player from Tamil 
Nadu. Down 2-5 in the first set Bal, 
who won the national title three 
years in a row from 1983 to 1985, 
was forced to concede because of 
injury. In the fifth game while 
trying to make a return, he was 
suddenly seen clutching his thigh 
and apparently in much pain. He 
had pulled a thigh muscle and 
though he tried gamely for a few 
more games, he was in no 
physical shape to offer any 
resistance. And in the eighth 
game he indicated to the umpire 
that he was qruitting and then 
ambled up to the net to shake 
Manoj Kumar’s hand. 

For once, there was a large 
number of entries in the women’s 
singles—more than 40—and the 
fare provided a pleasant surprise. 
In fact, the most positive aspect of 
the week long event was the fact 

that till? »ttuiUai'd iu the 

singles event had improved. And 
the star of the t?.^ow was an 
unknown and uii needed, but 
highly talented, 14 vear-old girl 
from Coimbatore— K .V. 

Nirupama The daug hter of 
former Tamil Nadu State 
cricketer K.S. Vaidyanathan, 
Nirupama is a fast rising star on 
the Indian tennis firmament. She 
caused a stir by surprising second 
seeded Falguiu Parsana in the 


second round, but such was the 
impact of her 6-2, 6-1 win, that 
thereafter she was the favourite 
for every match—even against 
third seed Divya Merchant in the 
semi final. She duly won in three 
hard fought sets and went on to 
win the title with a 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) 
victory over V Aarthi of 
Karn&taka. 

Top seeded Monisha Mehta of 
Gujarat lost to Aarthi in the semi 
finals while another fancied 
player Sheetal Khanna, the 
left-hander from Bengal went 
down to Divya Merchant in the 
quarter finals. 

Ironically Nirupama who was 
top seed in the girls under-16 
event lost to Sahiba Chaddha. 

The boys events—under-18 and 
under-14 —predictably attracted 
considerable attention given the 
transition stage that Indian tennis 
is in today. However, the fare 
came as a disappointment. The 
only saving grace was the form 
displayed by tiny tot Saurav Panja 
ot Bengal. Flaying under the 
Batra Tennis Centre banner, the 
13-year-old lost in the final of the 
under-14 event to Jaideep Shetty 
of Maharashtra, but he showed 
enough of his talent and with 
proper guidance could prove to be 
a star in the future. 

Akash Lamba in an all BAT 
affair in the under-18 final 
surprised the top seed Altaf 
Merchant to win the title. 

Partab Ramchand 
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tmmmn hail or shame 


■tmSHAIilUO 



5PAM\5H BOXBR VMAmU LOREH RECE^VEP 
A UFHTIME BAN naOM AMATEUR 8a)t\N& AFTER 
TAW:\N& AWTTCRS INTO mSCWJN VAAi^OS DUWNfo 
THE \Ci^C\SMPyC &P^NSS. THE PEATHERViEWsHT; 
WHO WAS OlSQOAUnED AFTERREPEATEP WARN\K1&S 
FDR VJOLCHN& Al^ OPEN-DLDJE Hl-mM£» TURHEPTD 
HOl&ARlAN REFER E E ^VORd/'SeRMER iONP 
SUi66>EP WIM \NTHE race ' 


UNWERETTV OF PTrr5aO(aS>H BASKETBALU COA6M 
pOCCMVtSON UET H»S -reMFEP. DETTHB BBSTOF 
HIM DUftN 6 A 6 AMEWITU KEMIUCKV IN I 9 SO. _ 

pie>»icneFiEPwrmTHE officiat\m&, txx 6 awepk> 

ViP HvSTEAM'S BCtRASW EATS OlTS^TCWElS, AW£> 
PRWmCE' SAUS ANP CARTED THEM CWBRTOTHE 
KEmUCKV BENCH. OF7=/C^Al&A^&m6^ 

Yoc/eim^wA YWyi^&/rASMieu.rm;B7^^^. 
WO/'‘ CARLSON TOAREP BEFORE CXJMPlNfa TOE 
ITBAS AT1HE I^TOF KEWtUClCl^ COACH APXPH WJPP 









Attvc 1980 BOISE STATE INJVlTATICNAl- CKOSS- 
COUl«JnRY /WEET, THREE MEN FROM PEFEKiOINO 
NCAA CHAMPION UNWfStSnVOF TBCAft ' 

6L WBR& RJiiNNTNGr 0NE.TV/D,TWR^. 

tSey voouo'v/e 

TRIO Ta>< 

(UTAH^ OOUV-BSE'S P 00 & 

200YARC6 eevWKiDTO VJlN 

iyviroTUFARjd3lJ'A^RKE1>CiX3R£C< SMD 
/!UNMN6 7fMrfifiSI^)ltXJCiV^TSBf7^A^af&. 


(SOUFPRO LEFT/S O VCK H OUSe, WHO 
PlATte INTHE LATE T930» ANC? EARiy I'WS, 
ONCE BLEW H\^ST3»CKAT ATOORNAMENn" IK| 
TBCA&. AFTER ORWlNfr SIX STRAlSHT SAUS 
INTO A IAV<E, the furious STACKHOUSE 
THREW HlSCLUBAl4>60tFBA&lNTOTHEWATGR. 
WHEN HVS caddie SE&ANTOdl66tE, LCFTV 
THRBM H\M\NTHEDR\NX.,TCD. THEN,TOCA*> 
OFF UI SWET ANP WlV-DTlRAOE, THE STEAM¬ 
ING OOFFER COOLED OFF aVTO^NG 
HIMSELF TNTWEIAWE.' /Jt\ , 

















The Tolani Masters Teams is one 
of the more prestigious events on 
the national calendar i estncted 
to those who have* dttamed at least 
the rank of National Master In 
the last one held as usual at 
Bombay the HCL teani, fresh 
from its triumph m the Rma 
Nat lonal ()pen Teams earlier in 
Decembei won again after 
surviving a close call in the 
seim final round-robin Today’s 
band ifo from the tmal 


NORTH(dummy) 
t 0 9 7 4 
K 7 6 *5 
A 10 7 6 

A 5 


WEST 

♦ 10 3 ^ 

0 9 
6 I 

^ K Q 10 9 7 6 


EAST 

# A i 8 5 
^ A J 10 3 ? 
4 

J 3 2 


SOUTH 
^ K 6 
8 4 

K Q J 9 5 3 
A 6 4 


SOUrH WEST 
1 34 

4 Pass 


NORTH EAST 
3 ^4 

5 All pass 


This was the auction in the 
Closed Room A heart lead would 
have settled the issue at the outset 
but West, naturally enough, led 
the king of clubs The HCL South 
won the club lead, ruffed a club, 
led a spade to his king, crossed 
over to the ace of diamonds and 
led another low spade off the table 
East made the mistake of going up 
with the jack, not realising how it 
could cost However, declarer 
ruffed the club return on the table 
and pulled the queen of spades to 
set up the nine for a heart pitch 

The contract could have, 
however, been made on its own 
steam SmccEast was likely to 
have three clubs, declarer should 
have won the club ace, ruffed a 
club, led a spade to the king 
ruffed the last club with the ace, 
drawn just one round of trump 
and led a spade to dummy s rune 
On winning the jack. East, with 
only major suit cards left in hand, 
would be end-played forced 
either to open up hearts or else set 
up dummy’s spade queen with the 


diamond ttn as entry (that is why 
declarer c'm afford only one 
round of trumps) 

At the other table, after the 
same start, the HCL East, finding 
himself out-gunned, passed 
throughout, giving South room to 
bid 3 NT which he felt he could 
defeat rather than four or five 
diamonds which might well make 
This decision to ‘Pass’ rather than 
hid foil r nlubs was to have a 
remarkable effect on the play 
Here also West led the club king 
and declarer won his ace, ruffed a 
club led a spade to his king At 
this stage, not expecting East to 
have passed throughout with two 
aces, three clubs and a stiff 
diamond South placed him with 
only two clubs and possibly two 
diamonds Without i*ul ting the 
third club, he drew two rounds of 
trumps and then led a spade to 
dummy’s nine expecting an 
end-play if East had no more c lubs 
left As it was. filast had a club to 
return one down Silence can 
at times be golden* 

StMMitanu Chose 


MILESTONES 


ACCUSED iDiego 
t Maradona of being 
linked in a drugs and 
sex ring in Italy This 
came after a tapped 
telephonic conversation 
in which he had talked 
about some ‘goods' 

I RECORDS SET' National 
I record in the 56 kgs 
I weight category by R 
I Chandrasekharan who 
I hftedatotalof 260kgs 

Tho prf»virius record was; 
1 2575 kps 

1 Chayya Adak of Bengal 
in the 52 kgs categoi y 
She totalled 170 kgs 
bettering her Beijing 
bronze medal weight of 
152 5 kgs 

FORMED : A welfaie fund 
by the Hinduja 
1 Foundation foi 


providing monthly 
stipends to sports 
personalities who won 
medals for India at the 
Olympic and Asian 
Games 

DIED: Ron Pickering a 
leading British athletics 
coach and broadcaster at 
the age of 60, in London 

RECORD SET: By Leroy 
Burrell in the 60m world 
indoor, with a time of 
6 48 secs bettering 6 50 
secs, set by fellow 
A merman Ijpe MnRae 

WON: Austria’s Admira 
Wacker club, the 
Merdeka soccer 
Tournament defeating 
China in Kuala Lumpur 

DENIED: Roger Milla that 
he tiad tried to hold 
English Football to 
ransom He had 
reportedly asked for E 



GM VIswanathan Anand 

30,000 as appearance 
fees in a friendly maten 
between England and 
Cameroon 

EMBARKED: Viswanathan 
Anand to Linares 
(Spam) to play in a 


tournament in which 
both Garry Kasparov 
and Anatoly Karpov are 
participating 

RELEASED Tony Adams 
defendei of England, 
from jail after serving a 
2 month sentence for 
drunk driving 

ACCUSED' Linford 
Christie by Leroy Burrell 
for making a post race 
death threat, after the 
former was defeated m 
an international track 
meet at Cosford 
ACCEPTED: Manoj Kothan 
as a professional by the 
World Professional 
Billiards and Snooker 
Association 

WON: Guy Forget of 
France, the Donnay 
Indoor Championship, 
defeating Andrei 
Cherkasov of the Soviet 
Union 



PHOTOGRAPH 
lOF THE WEEK 


I n<l l > n 90« lto »per ChachD po » a» In 
front ofaSomottadwrintho 
Nahru QeM Cup looantly. Ona 
wondara If Chacao waa conadout 
of lha dMirdi In lha background 
bafora ha got dowm on hia knaaa. 










.. fc' ■# i- 





■ 


< " 






















T he hkiodlust of aoooer is a ii 0 ver«nding 
and ooc minyly unoontrt^lable 
phenomenon. From Calcutta's Eden 
Gardens through the game’s most sacred 
cathedrals to the notorious Heyse] Stadium in 
Brussels, the trail of blood and death stretches 
across the length and breadth of this planet. And 
hence, when the latest bloodletting occurred, no 
one really bothered to give the incident its due 
news importance 

A local league match was being watched by ' 
20,000 people in the Ernest Oppenh^mer 
St^him near Johannesburg, South Africa, when 
fighting erupted in the stands 8]p»reading panic 
all around and causing a massive stampede near 
the exit points where 40 people died in a brief but 
deadly orgy of squeeze and Jostle. The dead also 
included two Children. 

And like a haunting omen, it was once again a 
controversial refereeing deci sio n that triggered 
the videnoeand the deaths 
DMoribing the situation leading to the 
incident, a poboe department official later said. 
‘Bottle-throwing began immediately after a goal 
was scored and people in panic started to run for 
the gates where they got crushed under the feet 
of those who reached late and were in a great 
hurry to get out of the stadium.' 

It was not immediatdy known which group d 
fans started the brick-batting since both the 
dubs, Kaizer Chiefs and Orlando Pirates have 
large followings in the townships around 
Johannesburg 

But is it really important to know who started 
the fire^ What is important is soccer continues to 
face the spectre of bloodshed and death 

HiMTtmeCIrirt 

E veryone quickly sensed that Marco 
Van Basten has changed For the better, 
of course, but the reason that caused the 
metamorphosis is interesting to those 
who always thought that m football captaincy is 
not that big a deal as in most other sports 
It IS being suggested by admirers and experts 
alike that since he began to wear the Dutch 
captain's armband he has completely shed his 
sulking, aloof image and is taking a keen 
mterest in bolstering his side's footballing as well 
as moral strength 

And more important than that his own game 
also has shown clear signs of improvement, with 



some of the finest goals being scored by him fmr 
Holland in the last few months. 

Just the other day against Malta, Van Basten 
showed his Felesque socoer excellence when he 
combined with Ruud GuUit to score a goal that 
people would be talking about for years. 

Ruud Gullit crossed from the right. Marco Van 
Basten, his back to the goal, caught the ball on 
one foot, let it bounce once and unleashed a 
bicycle kidk that beat Malta's goalkeeper John 
Cluett from 20 yards. Pundits say it was all 
because of that armband and the glory that it 
represents. 

An insider reports that even his 
relationship with his havebegim to 

change. In Italyayear ago, his arrogance was 
such that Dutch substitutes never ever dared to 
speak to him. But now even the 
don’t-give-a-damn Ruud Gullit is keeping quiet 
and IS happily playing sacond fiddle to his new 
leader Van Basten. 

And the way Van Basten played against Malta 
all the bitter memories of his unsuccessful Italia 
'90 experimce were erased instantly. So. hail to 
the (diief. And the armband. 
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Z lOO bM wagvd his war for BraciUan 

Sootball. HlBoruaade rattier. Zioolidtovaa 
that the sreatoet danger to his country’s 
gkirioua sooosr heritage sterna from 
those good-for-nothing ofBoials edio stalk 
foottwU's corridors of power, masquerading as 
dilwton dxid iiuuQtBffera. 

Th^ are the paraaitee, Zioo ia oonvinood, and 
now the oountry*BSearatary of Sports^ 

unveiled hie intention to get rid of them. 

And believe it or not, one of the Ug fish that he 
wants to take out of the water is ncme other than 
RioardoTkxeira, the President of C 8 F and meet 
important of all, Bon*in>law of the FIFA supremo 
Joao Havelange. 

This oertainly will stir up a hornet's nest, 
though it is uiUilmly that Zioo will budge from his 
stand, for he has already expounded his 
belief about the diabolical influenoe that this 
self-proclaimed do-gooders have cast on the 
nation's richest heritage. 



A ngry fans 

attacking players on 
the pitch IS no 
unusual sight In 
fact, qmte a familiar one 
nowadays But a head of state 
weeping openly, disturbed 
and anguished by mob 
violence on a soccer field, was 
a rare sight indeed 
During the recent African 
Champions' Cup final between 
Red Devils and Jeiinesse 
Sportive, unruly spectators 
stormed the gi'ound. chased a 
player and almost lynched 
him In the VIP enclosure was 

sitting the celebrated ZSambian 

President Kenneth Kaunda, a 
tireless apostle of peace and 
international understanding 
Distressed by the ugly 
incident and what he 
considered desecretion of the 
beautiftil game. President 
Kaunda broke down m tears, 
while security forces had a 
harrowing time rescuing the 
hapless player from mob fury 


enPiislitoiilWept 










'There are Preeidents of Oonfederattons who 
were newer anything, but today thqr are in 
charge And they are benefiting from sport more 
than helping sport.” 

Unfortunately enough, Taxeiraperfectly fits 
Zioo’s description of what he called the parasites’. 

Taxeira, though a very, veiy sucoeesfiil 
bueineseman in Rio De Janerio, has never played 
competitive football and hae never been involved 
aa a director at even club level. 

Ilnf iHih PfllW 


T he 1884 Wttfld Cup BcnunUle Has begun 
tn the United States. Cities are now 
putting money on the table to host 
matches of what has been forecast by 
experts to be the most low-key World Cup ehow in 
recent times. 

And, unbelievaUe though it may seem, the first 
to nuke the bid was HbnQluiu.situated fbr out in 
the middle of the Pacific. 

Bvwyone thought ti^ wwe kidding. 

But that impraaalm quickly changed whem 
tlKv sent in the $60,000 deposit for the rights to 
sta^ three first round games. # 







n OraaiTKEX>FORD be ain’t, tae’eanly a 
BC fbotballer. But tell that to the firita. Tb^ 
JliWbouU probably tell you num about tiMir 
Ckusaa’a aottog tatonts (etriotly onfield, of 
ooune) than how he playa on the ficAd, 
Everycme knowa that Mr . Paul Gaacoigne la a 
aauoy fallow taut that didn't atop Baitto doll 
lookalBcea Haylay Spioer and Kate Burt firom 
trying to Vie Idr ills attentlaiiB (should that 
readalfectioDS?) 

Both the Barbie ixde modela did everythlncr 
taut araratch each other’s eyes out in an all out 
effort to oatdi the glint tn Oaaza’s oye. In the 
prooeaa, they behaved like anything taut rede 
models for little girls. 

On seeing Gasm, a flighty Kate peeked him 
on the oheAs. a favour which Oama. ever 
chivalrous, returned with interest. He said, 
‘Bbe's beautiful.” An envious Hayley on being 
asked whether die would steal (or try to) 

Kate’s beau> turned up her cute little nose and 
snorted, ”I would not go out with him. Baihie 
only has tyee for her boyfriend Ken.” So 
saying she went on to beat 4,000 other 
hopefhls to win the part of Barbie. Hell bath no 
fury... 

Sometimes even Paul Oascoigne can make a 
wrong choioe. Perhaps he cant recognise class 
Just as some cant recognise his class on the 
field. 

Qazas lands one on Kate wMIe Hayley (insaiQ 
unperturbed walkad away with the title of Baibie 


F (X)1BALL‘8PErrBRPANiBbBckagainfor 
the umpteenth time to do duty for Queen 
and country. Bryan Robaon roared back 
into action against Cameroon dispelling all 
doubts that he had become part of soooer’s 
infamous junk yard. 

”Obvioa8ly there were a flew doubts going 
through my mind when I came back from the 
World Cup.” he said. "Not just about my 
England future, but whether I could put my 
career back on course.” 

Put it back on oouree he did, alter a few 
operations on his Adhilles tendon put the zip 
l^k into him. 

Even the oaptain’s post was waiting for tbs 
grand old man, though of course, it was taken 
away from (3ary Lineker. Robbo stoutly 
defended this decision whils at the time 

he felt sorry for Lineker. Td have been 
disai^nted if Fd been picked and not been 
caphun. Fve captained England 65 times, so 
there’s no pressure on me.” 

Robson will go down in football hietoiy as 
one of the beat player oaptaiiu England NEVER 
had. 


Bryan Robaon: for tha Engitah captain It'a ‘Nawar 
Say Navar Again’ 
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1 7 yit r ol d Ktwriad Rwhld f»Wh ht« coach 
Danjftin S a ii cW oln BaghdM. Bolh«M waiting 
palianlly tef paaoa 

Tf ttw ctouda of war ever bappen to pus 
I away firam tlw Qtilf, among the other 
Aohaagee. one thing Is for certain. Kuwait's 
national tennis team will return home intact 
And when they do* no-one will be more hippier 
than 17>year^Khaled Raahidandhis 

Fcatunatdy for the teniiiataam« whan Iraq 
invaded Kuwait on that fateful day of August 
a, 1080, a part ofthe Kuwaiti tennis team ware 
oompetihtf in the Arabian Championships 
while the pttwra were in Yugoslavia. Sadly, 
Kuwaiti sthtetesheoame prime targets fen* 


^ t -» ^ *i V^**¥*) 4.^ *T-^ I 




team was eaeouted before 40 people, 
"beoause the Iraqia knew he wae an stblete, Ih 
themanaaile i t er e p esentadKuwatIthfutum,* 
as|d «Iim Calvin, odadh oCKuwait^^ 

, ffocyrn 

fcllMelghtmemheiwofths water polo team, 
threshn^ilm swimwring team and hnoohed 
<ir8heifchVhhd,preBidentofthe03ympio 

Yhaais faaeasmattlidlowihg in Ku^ 

fettwIWK Irt Kg aYwi f?nart(fH 1t^tior W f 

AMm IPUnh 


^viT;T;r['T.T, 


. ollmrK^^ 

AalliiApiSMlDinttKmfaoM 7b%lane 
whbonemm have aniSBnt%. 
sil^to him iMaik 
rilaoe. *Yludblpend«ktwiiendatt)^ I 
•r Sift sotaiid or ftamrim^ Most Kuwaitis 
ijpgsaaioa, though efem * la n at i c a think 




J OKES are jdkes, but there are smne that go 
too far. Ute the rumour fUdled by a lea^ 
oomy mind that diocdt Bombay. Sunil 
QavaSkar is deadi Quite simply e verybody was 
bewildered. 

The victim—Mr OavaflOEar— himself waa, 
after a long time, literally stumped. He was 
totally foaed by the suddm spate of phone oalla 
and enquiriee that were addressed to Ilia 
present otate of esisteiMe. He hlnaelf w'Mat 

about the day m the usual manner: going to 
fais Nirlon's oCfioe, then home for lujcum 
followed by some badminton at the Bombay 
Gymkhana. 

1 was surpnaed at the number of phone 
oalla I received after I reached home 
Apparently this has been happoiing all day," 
but ainoe Pammi (hie wife) was not at home,' 
there was nobody to dispel the rumour, "the 
master shot hack Hie rumour had been so 
widespread in Bombay. that the independent A 
daily newqiaper carried a strong denial in 
Sunny’s defence the nest day 
What perhapa could have started the rumour 
was the absenoe of hisparents all day firom 
their Dadar home. But how this served as a 
reaatm, we fail to wonder "Fortunately they 
were out visiting a sick aunt in hoqiital Tl^ 
would have been too mucth of a ebook for them. 
But then, ttieir absmioe acuted an extra 
dimension to the rumour" 

Live it up. Sunny! 
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flair-haired 
Kerry 
ShatAlook 
walked 
I alowlyinto 
the airliner and aettlea 
into her aeat. She knew 
that when aha flew home 
again abe oould expect 
Dune or heartbreak. This 
flight took 21-year-old 
champion ewimmer 
Kerryonatenae. 
make-or-break journey. 
FCr the girl who ie the 
Brltiah qmohrcmiaed 
Bwlmming Champion 
waa to give her badly 


ipjored neck the 
ultimate test. 

If it Btood up to more 
tbanahchouraadiqr ofi 
ligoroua 

trainings—ewimming 
and aweatlnglt out with 
weighta-^erry would be 
back with the team 
where aha belonged. If It 
didn't, ahe would be Juat 
another pretty girl, 
hoptfdUy tr]r^ to 
break into the tough 
world of modelling 
Kerry told me before 

Boyfriend Sieve Becfcley: 
world leveHn reeord 
holder 


The BrlHeh Synchro 
Teem, taking a break 
from pattem-mmdng in 
the pool 

her fateful flight to 
Canada took off: Tm 
desperately hoping it'a 
goL^ to be alright. This 
is it. Going to Canada 
will sort it out one way 
or the other. They train 
ao hard over thme that, 
if 1 can't manage, there’a 
no point in oaiTjdng cm. ** 
And when Kerry 
starts to test the neck 
She hurt falling fiom a 
bed in Yugoslavia, she 
will be eagerly watching 
for the postman and 
waiting for the phone to 
ring. 

For she desperatdy 
needs the suppcnt of 
boy-fiiend Steve 
BaCkley, the world 
Champion javelin 
thrower. It waa Steve 


who put the sted into 
Kenya aoul to fight 
back against the pain of 
her injury to swim 

again. 

She said:''Steve waa 
always there. When I 
was worried about going 


This year Fd 
like to be in 
the medals for 
the 

Europeans. 
Gold would be 
lovely and, of 
coursej the 
Olympics are 
coming up, 
too. My main 
priority now is 
swimming 











into the water again, he 
eooouraged me to try 
nmn he urged me to 
atarttraini^ He’s been 
really good.” 

Kerry came oloee to 
breaking her neck when 
she fell off a bed in her 
hotel room last August 
She was put into a huge 
plaster cast, and 
wondered whether her 
swimming was ovwf for¬ 
ever 

After the oast came 
off, Kerry was warned 
not to try to swim for 
three numths. She told 
me at her home in 
Yateley, Hampshire. 
went home to rest. And 
it was then that it hit me 
what had happened 
and- -even worse—^what 
could have happened 
“Ididntknow 
whether to start 
training or not. I was 
frightened. That’s when 
Steve really helped He 
encouraged me to try. So 
I started again- But X 

had nerve pains in my 
arms and across my 
shoulders.” 

In January, Kerry 
stepped up the pace as 
she trained. She told me: 
"It was hard at first But 
It was good, because I 
really wanted to do it It 
was a challenge 
"I do about three 
hours a day in the pool, 
and weight training 
every other day In 
Canada, it will be six 
hours aday m the pool 
and more weight 
traimng The training 
has been going well, «o I 

hope It will be o k 
“1 think It will be all 
right Synchromsed 
swimming is a sport 
where you have to be 
really fit People don’t 
reahse this, because it 

Once In a plaeter-cast~ 
from top to toe, Kerry will 
try and be a model If her 
swimming falls. 


' loofcseasy Butthatis 
the whole point of it—to 
come up smiling 

And it will be hard to 
keep smiling aa Kerry 
goes through the 
biggest test of her life. 
And 22-yea]M3ld Steve 
won’t be there to help 
her this time. For he will 
be in New Zealand. 

It was, ironically, to 
support Steve that Keriy 
went to Yugoslavia. She 
had gone to watch him 
compete in the European 
Games 

Then came the 


^^Synchronised 
s 

a sport where 
you have to be 
really fit. 
People don’t 
rear 


because it 
looks easy. 
But that is the 
whole point of 
iHo come up 
smiUng” 



accident that could 
change her life. Kerry 
recalled- “It makes you 
realise how easy it is for 
something bad to 
happen, it was all so 
I had just sat 

down on ths bed wheal 
lost my balance and fbU 
backwards 
"I landed on the floor, 
head was pushed 
forward, so all my 
weight was on the top of 
my qsine. My neck 
cracked so loudfy, I was 
sure Td broken it. 

”It was horrible. I lay 
on the floor while Steve 
rang for heh>. I was 
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And when 
Kerry starts 
to test the 
neck she hurt 
falling from a 
bed in 
Yugoslavia 
she will be 
eagerly 
watching for 
the postman 
and waiting 
for the phone 
to ring 


taken to hospital, where 
the doctors spoke only a 
flew words of English. 
The British team doctor 
came and told me that 
some of my vertebrae 
had been knocked out by 
the feu, and one had not 
gcme back properly. 
"But, then without 
saying anything, the 
doctors started putting a 
big plaster oast on me. It 
even went over my head. 

‘^teve was only 
allowed to visit me fbr an 
hour. It was avpful, I 
oouldn't move. It was 
oomplete isolatkm. But 
the next day, they 


Terrified of straining her 
back, Kerry has been 
training vehf gently*a 
mere three hours a day 
and eielght llftfng every 
other day 

moved me to another 
room where I could have 
visitors all the time. 

That was much better. 
"Steve stayed in hospital 
with me nearly all the 
time” 

"This year Fd like to be 
in the medals for the 
Europeans. Gold would 
be lov^ and, of course, 
'QteOlymplosare 
coming up, too. My 

b 
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main priority now is 
swimming." 

And, Kerry has 
another ambition, too. 
Shetoldme "I’dliketo 
get into modelling. Tve 
done a few things hers 
andthme.'^ 

She smiled at the 
thought, her face 
lighting up with 
enthusiasm.. .the sort of 
zest which has enabled 
her to fight the battle of 
her life. 

And to keep on 
fighting. 
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A flashing Benetton provides the 
backdrop for a fire-proof mask clad 
Formula One aficionado 
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Fame, fortune and beautiful lovers were 
the artist’s spurs, but the temhle 
downside of racing, due to the falhbihty 
of the early machines, produced a oertain 
contradictory hunuhly in the most 
bullish participants It is rarely present 
today when fortune comes first 

Motor racing of course is not the only 
sport which has been hijacked by money 
Tennis skiing, boating—everything 
screams its vulgar log^, reviving 
tempers naturally keyed up by adrenalin 
mto overdrive tnrougn greed But motor 
facmg, dependent on more hardware 
than the rest put together, is the state of 
the art of the state of mind which revels 
m big bucks, jet lag and techno-jargon 
In the next two years more than 22 
different makes of 3 5 Utre engines will be 
built and raced by factories on every 
continent convinced that motor sport is 
the technological and commercial 
battleheldof theOOs It is no longer one 
lone man up against the limits imposed 
on him by his maker but a cacophony of 
super-expensive support systems, 
stating with the pit 

Each Formula One car is hnked to a 
bank of screens which record all its 
tensions its temperature, its tiniest 
reactions Speed heat vibration, surge, 
thrust meltdown, all the cnticais are 
reduced to manageable mathematics in 
the garage while out on the track the 
potential champion is at the wheel as if in 
a remote control Dinky toy 

Ayiton Senna and those glamorous 
ft ontmen who have to take these chances 
will not like it described in this way 
There is stiU the odd element of fate 
There is still the human dimension, 
revved up by the thought of all that 
money There is still that moment of skill 
which comes to craftsmen when they are 
at their peak in any field and which in 
motor racing, is conspicuous even to the 
layman and even at ISOmph At this 
moment m history Senna has laid down 
his marker to the rest of them He can do 
things with cars which they cannot and 
the knowledge drives them mad 

These days the typical racing driver 
(apart fiom Nigel Mansell who is 
lingering m a British time wai p) looks 
less like a matinee idol than a man of the 
people He will probably have long cui ly 
halt a slender torso and look like he 
might break into a chorus of O Sole Mio 
any moment or score a goal with a 
penalty kick He seems as if he might 
have spent the night in front of some 
shrine to the Madonna befoi e entering 
the ring to slaughtei a 6001b bull He will 
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have the same dependence on little 24-hour boozing and a lot of pit-line 

rituals and good luck fetishes talent pit poseurs pit pests and pit 

At no point will he be allowed to forget pulchritude Girls in spangled Lure* 

that this IS seiioub business It costs £,45 tights oblivious of the huge heat girls in 

million to keep one team of two drivers Panstick rendering their age or race 

like Prost and Mansell or Senna and inscrutable 

Bei ger on the t oad lor a yeai The In the corporate boxes it is as if the 

Adelaide Giand Prix cost L125 million to Great Australian Bight had been emptied 
stage and all this must be recouped in of lobsters and oysters Effigies of exotic 

box office advertising TV and video creatures from ibises to koalas sculpted 

rights fiom a worldwide audience 

It IS a I ecipc for a huge occasion a Former world motorcycling champion 

four day meet Idled with many ulhei Barry Ghecne (right), now with Channel 

call bre cat s an amplified rock concer t I Nine, shares a joke with Nigel Mansell 












in butter miraculously defy the 
100 -degree heat courtesy of the 
dynamo-droning air-conditioning 

In the pits the mechanics are eatmg not 
lobsters but cling-wrapped cheese 
sandwiches and slaking their working 
thirst not with champagne but Coke, and 
somewhere out there almost irrelevant 
to the party atmosphere, is the race 
‘Twenty men driving their balls off to 
knock one or two tenths of a second off 
the lap time and to see where it can be 
done on the circuit,’ is how it is explained 
And just as suddenly it’s all over The 


Stirling Moss* hsblt of showering 
before getting Into his car hsd 
dubious Intentions 




pits are closed The girls have left The 
butter IS melted The jets have gone to the 
Gulf and the executives home to their 
wives Somewhere along the way Senna 
has careered off the track at 160-mph 
straight mto a hne of tyres and no one at 
any point has asked why, what happened 
or whether he 18 all right No one cares 
anymore 

What did actually happen back there m 
Adelaide‘S What was it all about*^ Was it a 
mass one-night stand, a gross seduction 
to persuade 160,000 people to part with 
£12 million m the brief belief that some of 

that roar energy could be theirs^s i 

Five years down the Ime, they ! 

said, as the champagne spilled, the 
super technology we have just witnessed 
will filter down to the corporate Mercedes 
or BMW driver to soothe his daily lot 

And so, m this name, the circus can 
move on 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS ASIA FEATURES 













C ALL a apade a 
spade Hah, go tell 
it to the French If 
those guys had 
their way they’d call it a 
‘fork de flat' or some¬ 
thing Look at what 
they’ve done to sport 
Sipping 'cafe' in their 
‘bistros, the Parisians 
have embarked on a mis 
Sion The objective*^ To 
add to the cotdusion that 
already exists m world 
sport 

Why else would they 
want to take tned-and- 
tested terms hke manar 
ger and coach and 
change them to ‘man- 
ageurs’ ' and ‘en- 
trameurs' respectively’ 
Or call a corner ‘tir 
D’angle"^ Think that’s 
the pits*^ Well, try roU- 
mg ‘as’ around on your 





mq 


tongue That, pal. is 
French for ace' 

Hell, if those guys 
wanna get tough, so can 
we Let’s you and me— 
bbaratiyaa- do some 
changing too How ab¬ 
out calling our coaches 
khilAdi ke ahikahaka^ 
Who m turu could, help 
our khiJadia perfect the 
art of curving kona 
kicks past bemuddled 
opponents Why.Pap- 
pachan could even be the 
Indian team’s koaa kick 
expert How does that i 



sound for starters’’ 

Of course, if the kbil^ 
di ke ahikabak cmildn’t 
inspire his team enough 
to earn enough konaa 
and convert them into 
goals, the game would 
go into the tiebreaker 
Only we wouldn’t refer 
to itassuch We’d call it a 
kaxit ki langot todna 
Moving to motor 
sport, the Frenchies 
want to call Ayrton Sen¬ 
na’s parking slot—pole 
position—the ‘position 
detete’ We, on the other 


aapit Oev cham-tarafka 



khiladf? X:* 
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hand can watch with 
bated breath as the 
Brazilian Formula One 
ace refuses to buckle 
under the dabao—press¬ 
ure, mate or ‘preesion’ if 
you’re French—to notch 
up yet another dande ke 
jag 

What about table ten¬ 
nis the game of loop¬ 
ing topspm forehands 
and viciously chopped 
backhands Would be 
great to watch Kamlesh 
Mehta playmg bath ke 
niche, table ke upar, de 
thakatak le tbakatak 
and foxing his opponent 
with hi8 uita hath Back¬ 
hand, Billy 

Wimbledon this year 
would have a definitely 
altered flavour Becker 
would serve ekkas 
(aces Edberg wotild go 
a toot—the French call a 
service break ‘balle de 
breche’ now - up And 
Graf would still be run¬ 
ning around her uita 
hath to hit an andbar 
bahar eamne bath In¬ 
side out forehands,but of 
course 

But it would be in 
cricket that the humour 
could really surface 
Kapil Dev would stake 
his claim to be the 
world’s best oharo taraf 
ke khiladi —allrounder, 
what else’—with fluent 
obalaoB off the front 
foot Of course he’d need 
all the help he can get 
from the fielder sta¬ 
tioned at bewakut ka 
jagah—silly point—as 
well as the guy at lamba 
pao 

Maybe if the ultra- 
patnotic Frenchies came 
across these auggea 
tions, they’d decide to 
leave sporting tenmnd- 
ogy as it IB As for me, 
the next perscm to coma 
knocking on my door 
might well be Aehok 
Smghal, eager to recruit 
me for his party' 
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^^INTRODUCING 


Old Spice 

140ISTURISER- 

Made fora man*s skin. 

In a man's world you need a 
man's dry shin treatment 
Old Spice Masturaer 
Creamy, sooA^, in 
Old Spice 

those dry ^otSfgendy, 


moisture and 

emollients. And that sensuous 








WITH SIMILAR PLAYING STYLES. BUT CONTRASTING PERSONALITIES. 

EDBERG AND BECKER SEEM PREPARED TO EMERGE FROM THE 
SHADOWS OF BORG AND McENROE TO PUT THE WORD RIVALRY BACK 
INTO THE TENNIS DICTIONARY 






Am YOU THOUGHT WE ONLY DELIVERED DOCUMENTS! 


DHL moves millions of packages and 
documents around the world each year. 
In fact, we handle packages of up to 
30 kilograms each. Of course, we 
continue to be the international leader of 
document air express services as well. 


So next time you have a package or 
document, call DHL. We deliver on time. 
Everytime. 



womjn¥atE exmess^ 

DHL THE COURIER DIVISION OF AIRFREIGHT UMITEO 

You're in safe hands all the way. 


We are listed in the Yellow Pages/Telephone Directories 



































‘‘ExlN^rtiiHi bowlers for a grMiw 
effort la chma all ttie time and if 
anyone faala offended bv It he 
atMMild thank his etare that ha dM 
not play against Pakistan whan 
Sarfraz was playing, w when the 
Australians (in mM 7l)s) wsraat 
their slodging best. OfM was 
tempted to carry one’s parents' 
msiTiage certificate In die hip 
pocket, If only to stop being 
called ‘a.. JMetard' practically 
every over. That by the way was 
the mildest of slediBing then.” 
SUNIL GAVASKAR explains that 
though things went out of hand at 
Jamshedpur, needling of bowlers 
was always common In this case 
he was refemng to More and 
Lamba 
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VOICES 


“In order to stay number one, 
two or three, you have to play 
almost 20 tour na ment s a year 
and that In my opinion is way 
too much, it makes ft very 
hard...Too herd, too long and 
too much.” 

BORIS BECKER on the tough 
schedule of the ATP Tour He is of 
the opinion that more ATP points 
be awarded for the Grand Slam 
wins 

"m the three months len mis 
season, othsr sttu'les are going 
to start and I'm prepared for 
everything. I’m very 
disappointed end if I could. I'd 
right now go to Cuba or Jamaica 
with my family.” 

DIEGO MARADONA, after being 
accused of being involved m a 
drugs and sex scandal 





"Thars (false starts) what threw 
me off. I think those guys are 
trying to mass me up and I don’t 
diink that’s Mr. Everyone’s 
dying to throw me off and trying 
to beat the gun and pull a fast 
one on me. But I’m not going to 
letthat bother me.” 

BEN JOHNSON on the three false 
starts that preceded his photo 
finish win against Bruny Sunn in 
thedOm atm Canadian Indoor 
Championship. 


“Bampras IS a great player and 
will be a betfer playbr. He has 
the potential to be the number 
one in the world, he's got all tha 
tools. Ha haa the oonddanoe and 
ha is maturing as a playar. K’t 
disappointing that I was not 
givan a Mr ahake to at least try 
^baathim.” 

JOHNMcENROE, alter he was 
dsfsatedby Sampras in the 
seirfi-finsd of the US Pro Indoor 
Tennis Championshp 



“Soccer lives by Its simplicity 
end its easy rules that most 
people can understand, if you 
make thinge more oonMicated 
the fane understand lees and 

FRAt^ BECKENBAUER makes it 
dear that he is against any radical 
changes that FIFA have been 
contemplating to end the goal 
draught 
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Maradona taking a shower with his wife. He’s 
acquiring a reputation more for dope and girls 
than for soccer In Italy 


CHICKS ’N DRUGS 


Ain't no rock 'n roll 


Y OU win some, you lose some, right? Diego 
Maradona loses everything.. .right from the 
World Cup, to the last vestiges of his already 

crumbling eeneo of decericy. 

The Argentine maestro has now been implicated 
in a sex and drugs scandal, when telephone calls 
intercepted during investigation into a drug 
trafficking and prostitution ring was traced to his 
house. Well, if you think all that is old hat try this one 
for size: Mr Maradona has actually admitted to his 
involvement with prostitutes linked to a Mafia clan. 
The confession (though grudgingly) came after 
three hours of tough interrogation. Eight members 
of the prostitution ring have already been arrested 
as part of the enquiry. Maradona admitted speaking 
to Carmela Canquegrani, considered by Italian cops 
to be a notorious drug pusher and the lynchpin of a 
prostitution ring. Diego as if expecting some grace 
from the cops denied any charges of drug 
trafficking. The time has surely come to pack your 
bags, Diego. Destination Buenos Aires. 
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SIMILARITY BREEDS 
CONTEMPT 


But speed mokes the difference 


T he western world is nfe with rumours that 
American sprinter Leroy Burrell is getting to 
be a Carl Lewis clone. Burrell currently is 
the world*s fastest sprinterfbut not athlete. Thai 
honour goes to Darrell Green ^ a quarterback for 
the Washington Redskins who beat Burrell in a 
hunt exhibition race. To be fair to Burrell it was 
the first time that he was running in a helmet 
and pads. 

Coming back to Lewis and Burrell, 
coinriifc'fires do happen but not in so many 
respects. Burrell—like Lewis did—is planning on 
a four gold haul at theWorld Championships in 


French and sprinting 
are the only two areas 
where Burrell 
can score over Lewis 


PRIVATE 

EYE 


WE LOOK ^ 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


Tokyo. If that is a coincidence, then check this 
out: Burrell comes from Pennsylvania the same 
for Lewis; Burrell competed from the University 
of Houston where Lewis studied; Burrell runs for 
the Santa onira Track Club, as does Lewis; 
Burrell is managed by Joe Dougfas. ditto for 
Lewis; Burrell is coached by Tom Tellez likewise 
Lewis; Burrell studied communications and 
radio TV which was Lewis* subject; and finally 
(pant!) at the Goodwill Games, last summer both 
appeared on the same ptnlium preaching the 
same tenets ofChristianity before running in the 
same event. Comparisons soon run thin and there 
is finally a difference. Burrell is studying 
French, negative for Lewis and most important 
Burrell not Lewis, is the fastest around. Think 
that should make a rfiTTereiire, 
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BORIS BECKER & STEFAN EDBERG 



With similar playing styles but contrasting personalities, 
Stefan Edberg and Boris Becker seem prepared to come out 
of the shadows of Bjorn Borg and John McEnroe and put the 
word ‘rivalry’ back into the tennis dictionary 


■ t was d simple question 

A question ol history 
“Will their duels becxime 
lef^end*^ asked World 
Tennis magazine almost 
ten years ago, as Bjorn 
Borg and John McEnroe, sweated, stared and 
squared off across a tennis net Their styles were 
in perfect contrast, their personalities jarred 
against each other, the respec't siminered. the 
rage flamed, the answer was ‘YES’ Cold ste*el, hot 
lead, this, tellows, was a rivalry 
For the rest of the 1980s that concept of rivalry 
was methodically and clinically dismantled by 
Ivan Lendl— No 1 for 269 weeks in total, 8 Grand 
Slam titles since 1983 if the Czech was no man’s 
mate, then no man was his equal either 
But King’s get old, their desire channelled 
elsewhere- with Lendl read 31, and an 
undisguised search foi his Holy Grail, 

Wimbledon Oh, and there was one more thing 
(two actually)— Stefan Edberg, 25 and Boris 
Becker, 23 Two men, tired ol being led and eager 
to lead 

Suddenly, in a flash of time, 7 months to be 
precise since August 1990, Lendl was deposed to 
No 3 and the No 1 spot changed hands as freely 
between Sweden and Germany, as a beer bottle 
between friends The new decade had quickly 
accomplished one feat the restoration of the word 



S UDDENLY, Lendl was 
deposed to No*3 and the 
No.l spot changed hands as 
freely between Sweden and 
Germany as a beer bottle 
between friends. The new 
decade has quickly 
accomplished one feat; the 
restoration of the word ^rivalry* 
into the tennis dictionary 













'rivalry* mto the tennis dictionary 
A unique aspect, and a revealing one, in the 
Edberg-Beoker duel, is of course the longevity of 
their rivalry They have played far more often 
than their predecessors, Borg and McEnroe (who 
met 14 times, score 7-7, but obviously), the 1990 
Wimbledon final, for instance, being their 24th 
confrontation “We’ve been playing each other 

since we were 14”, scad Becker oiler that final and 

indeed, the first time they met was a moment they 
both remembered, though perhaps with dillering 
clarity 

Becker “It was a German satellite event I was 
14” 

Edberg "Yes, 1 remember, it was the Rolex 
tournament in New York 1 was 16 ’ 

Becker “It was 6-4,6-4" 


Edberg “No it was 6-3,6-3” 

All very fme But who won’ 

Becker “He did” (with a smile) 

Edberg “1 did” (with a smile) 

These men smile easily at references to one 
another, a positive by-product of their decade in 
combat Fine sportsmanship has been the 
signature Ime of then duels, each match 

characterised by fair play and ^ood naturodness 

All this was most evident at Wimbledon last year» 
when after a five set marathon, Beckei clambered 
over the net to warmly embrace his victor Said 
Becker, “My feeling afterward was I know how it 
feels both ways, winning and losing, especially 
with Stefan WeVe been going through so many 
matches over the years’ 

Being proiessionals it would be hasty 


In keeping with their hero's image, Becker’s Edberg too has a considerable fan following 

fans are high profile too especially among the ladies 








Edberg with girlfriend 
Annette Olsen who is the 
csddie when he plays 
golf 


E dberg is 

unobtrusive. ..alm¬ 
ost boring in his manner which 
is quiet and unreactive, 
content with long-time 
girlfriend Annette Olsen and is 
known to do nothing but play 
golf and chew gum 
occasionally 








c»iifused, honest, a generator of controversy 
through his strange confessions of suicide, his 
successive romances, his struirgle with fame and 
his desire for anonymity. An interviewer’s 
delight, a tabloid headline writer’s fantasy, when 
Becker buys an Alfa Romeo everyone knows, 
when, where and why. 

Eidberg is unobtrusive, less vocal about 
anonymity for he has it, almost boring in his 
manner which is quiet and unreactive, content 
with longtime girlfriend Annette Olsen, and is 
known to do nothing but play golf and chew gum 
occasionally. A nightmare of calmness. Does he 
even own a car? Who knows? 

Becker, as both player and man in continuous 
change, is well reflected in his turbulent 
relationships with coaches. His acrimonious split 
with Gunther Bosch in early 1987, despite 
collective sucess, was the earliest indication of his 
strong Individuality and need to grow as a 
person. Said Tim Mayotte, “Bjorn Borg used to be 
living in a cocoon (provided by coach Lennart 
Bergelin). I think Becker handled that kind of 
situation incredibly well, in ending his 
relationship with Bosch. It cost him on the court 
for a while but he realised he couldn’t gpniw 
emotionally without cutting the cord”. A 


fortnight ago, Becker cut another cord, when he 
severed ties with coach Bob Brett, the man who 
recharged liis career and wept when the German 
became No. 1. after winning the Australian Open 
earher this year. Such is Becker’s way. 

Edberg's privacy had made him difficult to 
gauge, and his relationship with Tony Pickard 
has been uninterrupted, relaxed and rewarding. 
Pickard, in fact, plays a somewhat unorthodox 
role, admittedly possessing no interest or concern 
in Edberg’s stroke development (he leaves that to 
Stefan), concentrating mainly on replacing 
Edberg’s despondent hang-dog look with a more 
sggTSssive and competitive attitude. Even now, 
despite Edberg’s No. 1 position, as a match player 
the question mark of fragility looms larger over 
his head than Becker’s. 

As players too, in strengths and technique, 
both men are different. 

Becker is all machismo, a brute, who screams 
with extroverted passion, endowed with 
stunning athfeticism, with pillsurs as arms and 
oak tables as shoulders. A clear and present 
danger. 

Edberg is cute (ask the girls) with the hands of 
apianist, an artist, who uses his racket likea 
stiletto to Becker’s club. Slim as a branch, as 















to say that this camaradrie affected the intensity 
of their combat Nevertheless, if we ask the 
question “Have their duels become legend‘s*’ of the 
Becker-Edberg rivalry, we find an incomplete 
answer, for barring their five-set seim-fmal at the 
1989 French Open, none of their confrontations 
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have stirred the ima^nation or accelerated the 
heart heat The reaenn lies perhapts m their 
Similar playing styles and not in their absence of 
rage, though it is still premature to say that 
confidently 

In fact, their fury at the French was 
astomshmg, as both men actively dislike clay, 
not surprising since Becker’s first word as a child 
must have been ‘serve’, and Edberg s ‘volley’ 

Their preference is grass, their arena obviously 
Wimbledon, and though their greatest successes 
have come there (five titles totally) none of their 
three finals rates even a memory 

Serve and volley excluded, both men have little 
m common At best we can say they have been 
equally successful (Becker 30 titles / Edberg 28), 
won their first Grand Slam tournaments m the 
same year, 1985, (Becker. Wunbledon/Edberg, 
Australian Open), and have earned similar 
fortunes in prize money (Becker $ 8,450,631/ 
Edberg $8,633,696) 

In everything else, they could not be m greater 
contrast 

Becker appears an alarmingly complex person, 

Wimbledon *90: Becker crosses the net to 
embrace his victor 











is beautiful, and if Becker is athletic on the volley then Edberg is technically perfect 
















composed as a statue, he 
moves swiftly with 
disf^’uiscd dang^er 

Both mvu have serves 
with cxajygerated back 
dfc-hes, Becker s 
forehand could go 
througli concrete 
Edberg’s backhand has 
i*ewritten all textbooks 
on beautiiul strokeplay 
Beckei is strong on the 
volley, Edberg defines 
pu'Cision with it 

On then respective 
days each is formidable 
the best tennis player in 
the world 

At present Edberg is 


B ecker is all machismo, a 
brute who screams with 
extroverted passion, endowed 
with stunning athleticism. 
Edberg is cute,,.as composed as 
a statue, he moves swiftly with 
disguised danger 



Becker is always expressive when he wins 

Edberg, usually stone faced, for once shows his 
delight 


No 1, and will be so for 
some time considering 
Becker’s four w(^k lay 
off due to a thigh injury 
Both men have much to 
accomplish and achieve« 
primarily, victory on 
clay (neither has won a 
tournament on that 
surface) So too must 


they discover a 
reselience to withstand 
the combined onslaught 
of Sampras, Agassi, 
Ivanisevic and Lendl 
Neither is an easy task 
but these men have not 
travelled a long, hard 
road for nothing 
There remains though 


one invisible enemy to 
conquer History 
For tCK) long, tennis 
has lived in the long 
shadow of greatness 
that McEnroe and Borg 
cast, both individually 
and collectively Yet, 
now, a decade later we 
have two young men, 
equally gifted, 
measurably close and 
destined to rule 
Perhaps finally, Boris 
Becker and Stefan 
Edberg will provide the 
necessary resolve and 
skill, to step from the 
shadows into the light 
and illuminate the world 
with a new brilliance. • 
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Edberg Is No. 1 Again 

(Or Is He?) 


In a tong’ue-in-cheek discussion, 
Rohit Brijnath trys to explain to 
his Uncle Stanley about who’s No. 
1. He failed 


Y Uncle 
Stanley s 
Sunday 
breakfast was 
ruined And it was too 
late to run 

A genial gent, who 
stilJ dream.s of wooden 
rackets. Uncle Stanley 
knows terribly little 
about tennis, but just 
that enough to be 
difficult Every now and 
tlieii he’d lower his 
newspaper, slip in a 
snial] aside like 
“Ellsworth Vines’ serve 
was better than 
He(‘Ker's and smirk 
endlessly Because he 
knew th€\v'd be no 
argument siticv Vines 
played m the 1930 s and 
I wasn’t born till 30 
years later 

But back to that 
Sunday breakfast The 
coffee was forgotten, his 
bi*ow was displeasmgly 
furrowed 'Tlnimpfr he 
snorted, pointing to 


where it was wntleii 
that Stefan Edbei g was 
No 1 agajji and Boris 
Beckt^r was No 2 
“Again*^ ‘ he bellowed 
“why ai‘e these* 
sub editors so 
dia boh c ally 
iricompetenf^lask you, 
when was tins dashed 
KdbeigNo 1 before 
anyway 7 And Becker, 
well everyone knows 
he s always bevn No 2 
Pass me that pad like a 


good chap it s t ime I 
told the editor about his 
sportspage Surely they 
know Lendl's No 1 old 
boy, always has 
been’ 

Uncle Stanley, you 
must remembei hasn t 
read the sportspages 
ever since Ben Johnson, 
to use his own woi^ds 
“put up a devilishly poor 
sliow by using unfair 
means to win” Thus was 
around the same time 


when he thought 
StanozoloJ was the name 
of the Romanian 
ambassador 

Anyway, back to this 
No 1 business 
“TJurnmni, Uncle Stan”, 1 
oilily countered, “Lendl 
hasn’t been No 1 for 
quite some time” 
“Rubbish”, he 
trumpeted “ever since 
that McPatrick fellow 
got married, he has” 
“Actually it’s 
McEnroe”, I idiotically 
interceded 

“Yes. yes. I meant 
Patrick McEnroe", he 
snapped 

Oh dear, this wasn’t 
going too well ‘Tt’s John 
McEnroe, Uncle Stan, 
but never mind, point is, 
Lendl lost the No 1 
ranking to Mats 
Wilander on September 
12, 1986 but got it back 
in January 1969 when 
he won the Australian 
Open and Wilander got 


Who’s Beenflo. 1 
(Since 1985) 


LENDL-SBptBinbsr 1985 to SaplaiiilMr 1988 ] 

WIUMDER-^Saptomtor IDM IP Jammy 

1188 

LENDL-Jammy 1988 IP AliaiRt 1898 

ED9EII8-Ampisi 1890 to Jammy 1881 

DECKER-Janwy 1991 to FMNiary 17.1991 

EDDEiw-Fabmary 1881 to... 
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beaten in the second 
round by Krishnan” 

“What, Ramanathan’s 
still playing. By grolly 
he's really stretching his 
career . Admirable, 
nevertheless.” 

Jesus wept. Did I dare 
tell him it was Hamesh? 
Never. So I took a huge 
breath and continued . 
“Lendl remained No. 1 

only till th-o autumn, 

when Edberg, having 
won Wimbledon and a 
few other tournaments, 
took over the top spot on 
August 13, 1990, yet 
like his fellow Swede 
Mats Wilander couldn't 
hold onto it for long, 
relinquishing the No. 1 
ranking to Becker on 
January 28, 1991. who 
in turn injured his leg 
and defaulted from the 
Brussels Indoor 
Championship where 
Edberg lost in the semi 
finals to Guy Forget but 
still managed to grab 

back the No 1 spot” 

Phew! 

By now Uncle 
Stanley’s eyebrows had 
meshed with his 
hairline. “Amazing”, he 
said, not once but twice. 
“Why didn’t anyone tell 
me this?” he asked his 
now frozen coffee. 

“However”, he barked, 
the bluster back. “I 
always told you those 
blasted computers were 
evil machines. 

Confusing things, 
confoimding. This is 
outrageous, everytime I 
turn my back they liave 
a new No. l.Hah, 
nothing like the days of 
Vines. No infernal 
computer needed, 
everyone knew he was 
the best”. 

"But it's more 
exciting”, I weakly 
interrupted. “The race is 
so consistently close 
that almost every match 
has an added relevance.” 


“Rubbish”, he sneered. 
“Lendl is still the best. 
It's the Grand Slam 
tournaments that count 
didn't you know. Not a 
handful of points won at 
some half-baked 
tournament in 
Itaparica” 


“Well actually that's 
true, in a sense. There 
was quite a controversy 
last year when the 
International Tennis 
Federation named Lendl 
as ‘player of the year' 
although Edberg was 
No. 1 on the ATP 


computer. They said 
Lendl's Grand Slam 
record (Australian 
champion. French Open 
didn’t play, Wimbledon 
semi finalist. US Open 
quarter finalist) was 
better than Edberg's 
(Australian finalist, 

TOIlMr HMDL 






THE ATP RANKING SYSTEM 


The computer ranking SQrstem was started 
I by the ATP in 1973 However, with the 
inauguration ol the new, Independent. ATP 
TOUR in 1990, the ranking system was 
changed As the ATP put it. It was “intended to 
help promote the game" 

This IB an attempt to explain, as simply as 
possible, how the different ranking systems 

work 

1HE1l73SrSTEM 

Rankmg was based on the awarding of points 
to players for each match won The number of 
points depended on 

a) The prize-money level of the tournament 

b) The round reached 

c) Bonus points for defeating a player of a 
given ranking calibre 

The point totals were accumulated over a 
52>week period That means, the results from 
one event remains in the computer for 52 
weeks, and, consequently points di op from the 
computer after 52 weeks That is, if you wm 
tournament X on Monday, Feb 4,1989 and 
earn 1000 points, those points drop from the 
computer on Monday Feb 5.1990 

The total number of points were then divided 
by the number of events played (The 
minimum divisor was 12) From this division 
an 'average’ was comput^ which then became 
a players ranking ^ 

IHElMDSYSnM 

Yet there were problems with the ’average' 
system, which resulted m the ATP adopting 
the new "Best 14 system" This meant taking a 
player’s best 14 results during a 52-week 
period and using that aggregate point total as 
the basis for ranking (If a player enters 20 
tournaments his best 14 results are coimtod) 
Eleven tournaments is the TOUR mimmum, 
but the best 14 rule means enhanced player 
commitment otherwise they lose out The 
system works because the Top 10 appearances 
have gone up from 143 m 1989 to 180 m 1990 

Points are still awarded for the round 
reached and the calibre (ranking) of a player 
defeated Yet, the ATP hw determined the 
point allocations made for tournament 
categories and prize money levels in a manner 
that has upset the Grand Slams In this new 
system, the Grand Slam tournments have ‘lost’ 
approxunately 5% in relative point value, 
while the ATP Tour events have gained 
approximately 5% That is, winning 
Wimbledon gets you 4(X) points instead of 420 
previously, and winning the ATP 
Championship Sei lee at Brussels earns you 
180 points instead of 150 as it was before 
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French Open first round 
loser«Wimbledon 
champion. US Open first 
round loser)/* 

“Exactly*’, crowed 
Uncle Stanley, to no-one 
in particular. ‘*That’s the 
bottom line.” Then 
folding his arms across 
his chest and looking 
immensely pleased with 
himself, he added, 

“Th®e© ohape Beokor and 

Edberg have no 
character. Lack of class, 
you know. No 
consistency. Now Lendl, 
he’s got character. Holds 
the record as No. 1. 

That’s consistency”. 

“Yes and no”, I said, 
regretting immediately • 
that I’d opened my 
mouth. 

“Yes and no^” snapped 
Uncle Stanley, “explain 
yourself boy.” 

“See, Lendl has been 
No. 1 more often than 
any other player. 269 
weeks to be exact But 
Connors hold the record 
for the longest 
uninterrupted reign as 
No. 1 which is 159 
weeks”. 

“Statistics”, barked 
Uncle Stanley. “Useless 
things, nusleading, 
incompreliensible, 
obnoxious, 
unacceptable. These 
rankings are 
abominable Look at 
this”, he gestured at the 
Top 20 listing, “they 
haven’t even got 
Gerulaitis hei’e. Who's 1 
this Sampras fellow 
who’s taken his No. 5 
plaoing. Probably some 

weak kneed, badly 
behaved American with 
no serve.” 

“Ah, I was right 
wasn’t I?” ho smirked, as 
I shook my head in 
dismay. Uncle Stanley 
was better left to his 
dreams of wooden 
rackets. Oh, and I keep 
the sportspages away 
from him from now on.m 






PHOTO 

FEATURE 


PATRICK 
EAGAR, the 
celebrated cricket 
photographer, 
takes time off 
from serious 
on-field action for 
the sake of our 
readers’ pure 
viewing delight 


FOR YOUR EYES 




. 

% 


In a sea of seogulls, 
Greg Matthews 
cotches Englond's 
DeFreitas in 
Adelaide to give the 
photographer this 
rore moment of 
photogrophic 
excellence ond 
pleasure... 
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Joy knows no 
bounds. Nor heights 
either. Just ds we 
see here, excited 
over the eorly 
dismissal of David 
Gower, McDermott 
and Healy toke to 
the air and seem to 
stay gleefully 

suspended there os 
the comero 
captures their 
bubbling mood in o 
frozen moment of 
timeiessness... 












Boloncing Act: 
Always o 

pragmatist, ond yet 
one of cricket's 
more romontic 
heroes, former 
England skipper 
Dovid Gower, now 
flying reol high os 
for os his batting is 

concerned, enjoys a 
smooth imaginary 
cruise 

though never 
forgets to keep his 
feet rooted firmly 
onto the ground ond 
reolity... 


OK, OK, we got the 
message loud and 
cleor, even though 
it hordly helped 
blowing up the issue 
to those celestiol 
proportions. Gower 
and Morris. 
pulled up severely 
when excused from 
a first class motch, 
buzzed over the 
ground in o plone 
while their 
colleagues sweated 
it out...just for fun. 
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Brian Gianville writes on the changes in strategy in international 
soccer, the tactics employed by the managers, and debates on the 
effectiveness of these strategies... 


GUEST COLUMN 


G raham TAYLOR 

wasn't satisfied with 
England’s tactics when 
they beat the Cameroons 
ai W^iiihir^y a ooiiplc* of weeVcs 
back 

But how much do tactics mean‘s 
I How long can they succeaslully 
I last'* What use arc they if they 
I don’t suit the men who are meant 
to deploy them*^ 

England’s tactics against the 
Cameruons hod not been 
im pressi vc Against a team which, 
without Roger Milla had no , 
ambition to score goals and did 
not produce a single shot, 

England could not score once j 
from open play Their first goal 
was a penalty, their second came 
from a corner, both scored by j 
Gary Lineker | 

Graham Taylor often criticised t 
in the pa.Fit foj his long* ball tactict., I 
said somewhat yearningly that if | 
Ireland had been playing the 
Oameroons, they would have 
squeezed into their own hall, 
played the ball over the top of their 
packed defence and probably 
scored five or six against them 
Itrulj^ doubt that The 
Cameroons defence was full of big 
men well capable of heading the 
ball not least in the formidable 
shape of the ag6*ing EmnianueJ 
I Kunde never in trouble at any 
j point of the game, and eminently 
capable ot dealing with any 
sit ual ion whic'h arose 
And c unouslv enough that 
\er\ cveiung in tlie bittei C'old of 
I Wi exiKiin on a frozen pitch on 
I v-iiuh neitliri managei had 
I wantf'd to pl,i^ Ireland were 
[ l>>atiiig Wales 3 O with anything 
but then usual Jong ball team and 
tactifs 


Taylor’s evident fear is that 
when Ii*eland come to Wembley in 
March for the vital return 
European Nations Cup qualifying 
match— after a tedious 1-1 draw in 
Dublin- they will again be using 
their long ball methods 

The ai'gument about tactics is 
also raging in Italy where Marco 
Van Hasten-has criticised the 
tactics of his team, Milan Van 
Basten rocked the boat at Milan 
after he had been dropped from 
the team when he showed pooi 
foi*m 

J^Yrst ho asked to ck^ dT*oppc‘d 
Then when ho was cli opped ho 
didntlikeit Subsequently ho 
was picked again He j ubhi ly 
lamented that Milan s methods 
which had won Ihein the Italian | 
championship and bi ought thorn 
two consoe utive European Cups I 


were no longer working 

The constant ‘pressing* on the 
opposition, the formation which 
had him up front as spearhead, 
was bringing diminishing 
returns There was certainly no 
doubt that points had been 
dropped a defeat at Parma 2-0, a 
draw at Genoa 

His manage?’ Sacctu, was quK*k 
to respond Sacchi who has 
imposed a tour in-lme defensive 
formation, with swift movement 
up to the halfway line, identified 
pace oi the Lick ot it as the 
piohlein If it wasn t for a shortage 
of pace, he said even the Itiilian 
international veteians team could 
happily hold Us own with 
anybody 

SuppoTt lor this view came from 
oiif' ol his defendei s (\istacurta 
No longer he said could the 
Mil.m ^ rid the Milan 


Marco Van Basten opines that tactics and strategies should 
change with time 
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Passion always ran high in England vs Cameroon, but at Wembley the zeal was missing 


midfield produce the pace 
neceesary to reinforce their front ' 
line WhK*h seemed, on the face of [ 
it, to give Van Hasten right to 
drop a little deeper, as spearheadi- 
tend to do as their careers unfold 
His Dutch national compatroit. 
Huud Gullit, tried to pour oil on 
troubled waters No team, said 
Gullit, could eternally keep going 
at full pelt Men and meth^s had 
to eventually become outdated If 
Milan no longer have their former 
pace, it seems inevitable that they 

must uluuigcr, and without that 

‘preasmg' of their opponents, can 
they ever hope to be as effective*^ 
Taylor is right to want England 
to mix their methods, to get the 
back players coming through 


M IUN'S manager 
Saocht who has 
imposed afour<in>line 
defensive formatioh 
with swift movement 
up to the halfway line; 
identified pace, or the 
lack of it, as the 
problem. If it wasn't for 
a shortaga of pace, he 
said, even the itatian 
international vetepans' 
team could happily 
hold it$ own with 
anybody. 


With the ball 

To discourage the midfielder, 
such as Paul Gascoigne, 
perpetually coming back to lcx)k 
for distribution from the defence, 
to make more use of the wings 
But what you want and what you 
get are two different things, 
especially when it's a national 
team, so seldom seen by its 
manager 

There is no magic formula, as 
we know so well Between the 
wars, the third back game and W 
iurmation dominated British 
fcxitball 

Since Brazil invented 4-2-4 it's 
become a mere memory Wise 
managers know when to change 
Are Charlton's Ireland changing^ 
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RESULTS AT A 6LANCE 


Series 

Venue 

Tests 

Wl 

Aus 

Drawn 

Tied 

1930-31 

Aus 

5 

1 

4 


- - 

1951-52 

Aus 

5 

1 

A 



1954-55 

Wl 

5 

— 

4 

2 


1960*61 

Aus 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1964-65 

Wl 

5 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1968-69 

Aus 

5 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1972-73 

Wl 

5 

— 

3 

3 

_ 

1975-76 

Aus 

6 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1977-78 

Wl 

5 ' 

3 

5 

1 

_ 

1979-80 

Aus 

3 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

1981-82 

Aus 

3 

1 

— 

1 


1983-84 

Wl 

5 

3 

1 

2 

_ 

1984-85 

Aus 

5 

3 

1 

1 

— 

13 

8 in Aus 

5 in Wl 

62 

19 

27 

15 

1 


HIGHEST INNINGS TOTALS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

573 

Bridgetown 

1964-65 


in Australia 

616 

Adelaide 

1968-09 

Australia 

in West Indies 

758-8d 

Kingston 

1954-55 


in Australia 

619 

Sydney 

1968-69 


LOWEST INNINGS TOTALS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

109 

Georgetown 

1972-73 


in Australia 

78 

Sydney 

1951-52 

Australia 

in West Indies 

90 

Pori of Spain 

1977-78 


in Australia 

76 

Perth 

1984-85 


MATCH AGGREGATES 


Highest 

1764 for 39 wickets 

Adelaide 

1968-69 

Lowest 

534 for 28 wickets 

Melbourne 

1930-31 


HIGHEST INOnnOOAL INNINGS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 
in Australia 

219 

208 

D. St. Atkinson 

LV.A. Richards 

Bridgetown 

Melbourne 

1954-55 

1984-85 

Australia 

in West Indies 
in Australia 

210 

242 

W.M. Lawry 

K.D. Walter 

Bridgetown 

Sydney 

1964-65 

1968-69 


I 

HIGHEST AGGREGATE OF RUNS IN A SERIES 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

827 

C.L. Walcott 

1954-55 


in Australia 

503 

R.B. Kanhai 

1960-61 

Australia 

in West Indies 

650 

R.N. Harvey 

1954-55 


in Australia 

702 

G.S. Chappell 

1975-76 









RECORD WICKET PARTNERSHIPS 


WEST INDIES : 

1st 250* 

C.G. Grenidge. D.L. Haynes 

Georgetown 

1983-84 

2nd 

165 

M C CarAW. R R Kanhai 

Bnshane St John's 

1968-69 

3rd 

308 

R.B. Richardson, I.V.A. Richards 

Brisbane 

1983-84 

4th 

198 

L.G. Rowe, A.I. Kallicharran 

Kingston 

1975-76 

5th 

210 

R.B. Kanhai, M.L.C. Foster 

Bridgetown 

1972-73 

6th 

165 

R.B. Kanhai, D.L. Murray 

Bridgetown 

1972-73 

7th 

347 

D.St. Atkinson, C.C. De^iza 

Adelaide 

1954-55 

8th 

82 

H.A. Gomes, A.M.E. Roberts 

Adelaide 

1981-82 

9th 

122 

D.A.J. Holford, J.L. Hendricks 

Brisbane 

1968-69 

10th 

56 

J. Gamer, C.E.H. Croft 


1979-80 

AUSTRALIA: 

1st 382 

W.M. Lawry, R.B. Simpson 

Bridgetown 

1964-65 

2nd 

296 

W.M. Lawry, I.M. Chappell 

Melbourne 

1968-69 

3rd 

295 

C.C. McDonad, R.N Harvey 

Kingston 

1954-55 

4th 

336 

W M. Lawry, K.D. Walters 

Sydney 

1968-69 

5th 

220 

K.R. Miller, R.G. Archer 

Kingston 

1954-55 

6th 

206 

R.R. Miller, R.G. Archer 

Bridgetown 

1954-55 

7th 

134 

K.R. Miller, R.G Archer 

Brisbane 

1960-61 

8th 

137 

A.K. Davidson, R. Benaud 

Kingston 

1954-55 

9th 

97 

R. Benaud. l.W. Johnson 

Melbourne 

1960-61 

10th 

97 

K.W. Mackay. J W. Martin 

Georgetown 

1983-84 


T G Hogan, R M Hogg 


BEST INNIN6S BOWUNG ANALYSIS 


West Indies 

in West Indies 
in Australia 

6- 29 

7- 54 

L.R. Gibbs 

A.M.E. Roberts 

Geprgetown 

Perth 

1964-65 

1975-76 

Australia 

in West Indies 
in Australia 

7- 44 

8- 71 

l.W. Johnson 

G.D. McKenzie 

Georgetown 

Melbourne 

1954-55 

1968-69 



BEST MATCH BOWUNG ANALYSIS 



West Indies 

in West Indies 
in Australia 

9-80 

11-107 

L R. Gibbs 

M.A. Holding 

Georgetown 

Melbourne 

1964-65 

1981-82 

Australia 

in West Indies 
in Australia 

10- 115 

11- 79 

N.J.N. Hawke 

H. Ironmonger 

Georgetown 

Melbourne 

1964-65 

1930-31 


HIBHEST AGGREGATE OF WICKETS IN A SERIES 


West Indies 

in West Indies 

31 

J. Garner 

1983-84 


in Australia 

28 

M.D. Marshall 

1984-85 

Australia 

in West Indies 

ZG 

M.H.N. Walker 

1972-73 


in Australia 

33 

C.V. Qrimmett 

1930-31 



33 

A K. Davidson 

1960-61 


West Indies 


Australia 


MOST WICKETKEEPING USMISSALS IN A SERIES 


in West Indies 22(21 c/l$) P.J.L Oujon 

in Australia 17(allct) D.L Murray 


in West Indies 
in Australia 


20(l6c/4s) G.R.A. Langley 

17 (allot) R.W. Marsh 


1983-84 

1975-76 

1954-55 

1975-76 


Compitod by Ravi Kant Srivaatava. 







^RTING Ci^iENRAR FdRMAB€R*91 


India vs Indonesia. Davis 
(Jaipur); SletfOfd Cup 
Pootbali Final (Bangalore) 



3 West Indies vs Australia, 
First Test (Sabina Park. 
Jamaica): ^antosh Trophy 
Pootbali (Paiekad) 


in World Indoor Athletic 
JlllChampionships (Seville). 
Wesi Indies vs Australia. Third 
One Day International (Trini¬ 
dad): Virginia Slims Women's 
Tennis Final (Florida); Saniosh 
Trophy Finals (Palakad); Indira 
Gold Cup Hockey (Jammu): 
Airlines Gold Cup Football 
(Cdicutta) Inter-State Athletic 
Meet. (Gandhinagar) 


I'ljr Airtines Gold Cup Football 
XI (Calcutta): Dhyan Chand 
Hockey (Agra); 20th Sr. Nat, 
Carrom Rnals (Gunter), Trini¬ 
dad vs Australia (Trinidad); 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga- 


n J West Indies vs Australia. 
iwTfSocond Test (Guyana); 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga- 

r »):National Boxing (Shimta): 
, flat, TT (Jaipur). 


4 Saniosh Trophv (Palakad), 
/irginia Slims-^Women's 
Tennis Tournament (Florida) 


II Indira Gold Cup Hockey 
ll(Jammu). Airlines Gold Cup 
Football (Calcutta) 


IQ Donovan ‘Raior’ Rud- 
lOdock vs Mike Tyson World 
Heavywight Boxing (Las 
Vegas); Dhyan Chand Hock¬ 
ey! Agra): Stafford Cup Football 
(Bangalore); 52 nd Sr. Nat. 
Table Tennis (Jaipur). 


01 % ^ Australia. 

6usecond Test (Guyana): 
Stafford Cup Football (Banger 
lore): National Boxing (Shlmla); 
Sr National Table Tennis Fin¬ 
als (Jaipur) 


5 West Indies vs Australia, 
First Test (Sabina Park. 
Jamaica); Saniosh Trophy 
(Paiakad): Chancellors Indira 
Gold Cup Hockey Tournament 
(Jammu), Virginia Slims 
Womens Tennis (Florida). 


|0 World Swimming Cup 
M(Montreal). 20 th Sr. 
National and Inter-state Car¬ 
rom Championships (Quntur); 
Airlines Gold Cup football (Cal¬ 
cutta); (Indira Gandhi Hockey 
(Jammu) 


f Q Evander Holyfield vs 
IvOaorge Foreman, Worfd 
Heavyweight Boxing (Atlanta 
City): Sr. Nat. T.T (Jaipur); 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga¬ 
lore); Dhyan Chand Hockey 
(Agra): Airlines Gold Cup Foot¬ 
ball Final (Calcutta) 


0|iEuropean Cup Winners 
mDCup BasKettrail Final 
(Geneva); Stafford Cup foot¬ 
ball (Bangalore); Netiondt Box¬ 
ing (Shimla). 


6 West Indies vs Australia, 
First Test (Sabina park. 
Jamaica); Santosh Trophy 
(Palakad), Indira Gold Cup 
Hockey (Jammu); Virginia 
Slims Women's Tennis (Flor¬ 
ida): National Wrestling Cham¬ 
pionships (Varanasi); Asia Cup 
Table Tennis (Dhaka). 


4 Q World Swimming Cup- 
Iw (Montreal): Airlines Gold 
Cup Football (Calcutta); All Eiv 
gland Dadnmnvn Chpa. (Lon¬ 
don); Indira Gandhi Hockey 
(Jammu); 20 th Sr. Nadonai 
Carrom(Quntur); West Indies 
V8 Australia; Fourth One Day 
International (Barbados). 


Oil West Indies vs Australia. 

One Day IntemaSon- 
at (Guyana); 8r. Nat. T, T. 
(Jaipur); Stafford CupPoottwlI 
(Bangalore). Dhyan Chand 
Hockey (Agra): European Cup 
F ootball Quarter Finals* 2 nd 
leg matches. 


917 West Indies va Autfrtfi 
Ml 2 nd Test (Quypna);'€Mr 
pean Football Chps. Englan 
vs Republic of Ireland* won 
7. (Wembley). Scotland v$ Bu 
garla, Group 2 , (Hampde 
Park), Yugoslavia vt N. Jn 


ford C14) Footbsa 

Nat. Boxlmg iOhpa ,flpa 



































THURSDAY 



7 ' Santosh Trophy Semi Finals 
(Palakad) Indira Gold Cup 
Hockey (Jammu) Virginia 
Slims Womens Tennis (Flor 
National Wrestling (Vara 
nasi) Asia Cup TT (Dhaka) 


14 4 Airlines Gold C up Foot 
l^lball (Calcutta) All England 
Badminton (London) Indira 
Qandhf Hockey (Jammu) ?0th 

Br Nat Carrom (Qumur) 
Catalan Open Golf (Spain) 


t Weat Indies vs Austfelia 
-irs! Test (Sabma Park 
Jamaica) Santosh Trophy 
Football (Palakad) 


& Santosh Trophy Stm Pm 
iK (Palakad) Indra Gold 
Cup Hockey (Jammu) World 
Indoor Athletic Championships 
(Seville) Virginia Slims 
Womens Tennis (Florida) 
National Wrestling (Varanasi) 
Asia Cup r T (Dhdka) Inter 
State Athletic Meet (Gandhina 
qar) 


IC Australia vs Tnnidad and 
ItiTobago (Trinidad) All En 
gland Badminton (London) In 
dtra Gandhi Hockey Final 
(Jammu) Gatalar Open Ooir 
(Spam) 20th Sr Nat Oa rom 
Guntur) Airlines Gold Cup 
Football (Calcutta) 19th All (n 
dia Ohyan Chand Hockey 
Championships (Agra) Stat 
ford Cup Football (Bangalore) 


SATURDAY 


2 West Indies v$ Australia 
First Test (Sabina Park 
Jamaica) Santosh Trophy 
Football (Palakad) 


9 Indira Gold Cup Hockey 
(Jammu) World Indoor 
Athlet c Championships (Sevil 
le) West Indies vs Australia 
Second One Day international 
(Port of Spain Tnnidad) Virgi 
nia Slims Womens Tennis 
(Florida) Atrines Gold Cup 
Football (Calcutta) Final Day 
of National Wrestling (Varana 
Si) A^ia Cup T T Finals 
(Dhaka) Inter State Athletic 
Meet (Gandhinagar) 


||S All England Badminton 
ID Finals (London) Catalan 
Open Golf (Spam) 20th Sr 
Nat Carrom (<3untur) Airlines 
Quid Cup Pooiball (Calcutta) 
Tnnidad vs Australia (Tnnidad) 
Dhyan Chand Hockey (Agra) 
Stafford Cup football (Banga 
lore) 


1CLEVI8I0N 


Live telecast of eemla and final of Santosh 
Trophy Footbatf at Pailakad March 7 6 and 

Live telecast of India vs Indoneeia Davis 
Cup tie at Jaipur 

Live telecast of final of Airlinea Gold Cup 
Football Tournament Calcutta March t9 
Live telecast of final of Indira Gandhi 
Hokcey Jammu March IS 


Running commentary In Hindi and Engttah 
on semi *lnal and final of Santosh Trophy 
FoptbaH 

Runnino^tommentary on fmal of Aidtnes 
Gold Cup Pootbalt Calcutta March 19 

Running commentary on final of Indira 
Ger\dhi Hockey Tournament Jammu Meroh 
15 

Running commentary in Hmd a id Engieh 
on India vs Indonesia Davis Cup iw at 
Jaipur March 30 and 31 


OTHER EVENTS 


Lipton international Tennis Chps for men 
and women KeyBiscayno USA March 15 
to 24 

New Zealand vs Sn Lanka th rd Test 
^Auckland) March 1 to b 

National Snooker chp& Calcutta March f 
to8 

4lh China Open Golf tor women March 6 
to 6 


01 Stafford Cup Football 
61 (Bangalore) Sr at T T 
(Jaipur) Dhyan Chand Hockey 
(Agra) 


OO National Boxing Chpa 
6 M(Shimla) Sr Nat T T 
(Jaipur) Stafford Cup Football 
(Bangalore) Dhyan Chand 
Houkey (Agra) 


on West Indies vs Australia 
6 dSecond Test (Guyana) 
Stafford Cup Football (Banga 
lore) Dhyan Chand hockey 
Final (Agra) National Boxing 
Chaps (Shimla) 


DO'West Indies vs Australia 
OOSnd Te« (Guyana) Staf 
ford Cup Football (Bangalora) 


OQ Stafford Cup Football 
6v(Barfga)orB) 


nnincita vs Indonesia Davis 
clUcup (Jaipur) Stafford 
Cup Football (Bangalore) 



















Waqar Younis: 
Paktotan'9 pact potantial 
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-Pakistan’s antidate 

GEOFFREY DEAN on moves to 
eradicate the use of bottle-tops and 
knives from a bowler’s armoury 



I 



Mudassor said 
thot bottle 
tops and even 
knives are 
being used/ not 
only to scuff 
the boll but 
also to rip 
strips of 
leother off one 
side..."lt has 
got to stop ond 
I hope it will be 
o thing of the 
post," said 
Mudassor... 



The outlawed practice of 
roughing up one side of 
the ball to enhance 
swing is to be eradicated 
in Pakistan, says 
Mudassar Nazar, the 
national B team coach. 

'Tt has got to stop and 
1 hope it will be a thing 
of the past, ” Mudassar 
said in Lahore. ” It will be 
j difficult to enforce, but 
j we will be firm.*’ 

' First-class umpii’es 
I will be instructed by the 
I Pakistan Board to keep a 
close eye on the state of 
the hall In the leei-ea 
domestic season, 
particularly during the 
I three-Test series against 
Sri Lanka. 

What punitive powers 
they will have is yet to be 
disclosed, although the I 
Board may follow the ! 
TCCB*8 lead at their I 
summci meeting last | 
August wnen umpires | 
were empowered for the ' 
1991 English season to i 
< punish counties that < 
roughed up a ball by , 
giving them a much 
older one. 

Mudassar said that 
hottle tops and even 
knives are being used, 
not only to scuff the 
balls but also to help rip 
strips of leather off one 
side. 


The Pakistan Board 
clearly realized the 
practice was carried to 
ridiculous lengths 
during the two home 
aeries against New 
Zealand a^d West Indies 
last year/that 
something had to be 
done. 

Moreovei*, such a 
move is in their interest 
as they have, in Wasim 
Akram and Waqar 
Younis, probably the 
finest opening attack in 
Test cricket without 
liaving to resort to such 
tactics. 

Mudassar added that 
the West Indies were 
“worse than us** when it 
came to roughing up the 
ball during the 1-1 
drawn series, and that 
one West Indies player 
had told him they had 
resorted to the practice 
in the last two Tests in 
the Caribbean against 
England last year. 

What the Pakistan 
Board take from their 
pace bowlers with one 
hand will be balanced by 
what they give with the 
other. 

All our pitches will be 
greener from nowon,” 
promised Mudassar, 
who cited two very 
plausible reasons for the 


change. 

First that given the 
huge amount of Junior 
cricket now played in 
Pakistan pitches wiU 
break up unless they are 
grassed. Secondly 
spectators must be 
encouraged back to 
watch Tests and they 
will not with old, lifeless 
pitches. Probably the 
overriding motive for 
the proposed change, 
however, is the strength 
of Pakistani fast 
bowling supported by 

the existence of a junior 
crop not far behind 
Younis and Aaqib Javed, 
according to Arif Abbasi. 

Aaqib, 16 is still 
considering an offer 
from Hampshire to 
replace M^colm 
Marshall, who will be 
playing for the West 
Indies next season, 

Abbasi has been 
trying for a long time to 
produce pacier and 
bounder pitches in 
Pakistan. He was 
responsible as long ago 
as 1979-80 for flying 
over from Perth the then 
WACA groundeznon, 
John Mailey, to advise 
on how to inject more 
life into Pakistan's 
pitches. 
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MEN-IN-POWER SERIES-II 

Simon Barnes meets the men who wield power in sport. This week: Joao 


MR.INDISPUT 



Man^ have 
criticised 
Havelange for 
what appears 
to be an 
overvaluation 
of the 
financial 
rewards sport 
can bring: 
toadying to 
America, 
being too 

involved in 
financial 
dealing with 
television. 
Questions 
along these 
lines bring the 
politician’s 
standard 
answer: 
“When the 
day arrives 
that someone 
is not 

criticised, he 
is about to 
die.” 
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Answer, “First, I would like to say that the last World Cup was shown to 
27 billion television viewers. It is already foreseen that the next World Cup 
will be watched by four billion more In Italy there were 2.4 million 
spectatoi’s at the {^rounds, in the United Stales there will be 2.8. They say 
we can already expect all the tickets to be sold There is no other sport even 
in the United States that can make such an offer, I think we should not 
woiry about the World Cup being a success in the United States.” 

' Havelange’s attempt to conquei' America is bizarre in the extreme I 
mean, why bother? That sets Havclange off on another raft of figures: 
“Europe is the most interested in football, teohiucally and financially, in 
37 countries, or these, 12 countries can be considered rich America has 
50 states. One can consider them 50 countries 50 rich c*ouiitries...It is a 
fantastic gain in the development of fotitball. It will really optm a big 
market for sport ” 

He continued with a hymn of praise for American prosperity “We need 
12 cities fer the World Cup America produced 33. All have international 
airports. All have national highways, railroad, first-class hospitals, five- 
star hotels. Havelange sounded for a moment like a child reporting on a 
trip to Hamley’s toy-shop 1 was reminded of a restaurant I visited in Las 
Vegas: the waitei boasted. “Yes, folks, we ilirow away more than 501b of 
meat every single day ” Havelange should eat theie 

Havelange's most significant achievements are the huge sponsorships 
he has brought into FIFA and the World Cup, through companies like 
Qica-Cola, Phillips ind JVC. and his huge expansion of the World Cup. He 
increased participation in the final tournament from 16 to 24 teams; a 
move which dramatically increased Third World participation and assui^ed 









JOAO HAVELANGE; CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


NiMM: President of FIPA.the world governing body of football. 

Bn: Rio de Janeiro, May 8,1016 

Cnn: Cknnpeted as a swlnuner for Brazil in the Olympic Qamos at 
Berlin. IMZ: Member of Brazilian water polo team for Olympics in 
Helsinki. 

1HI: Elected president of the Sports Association of Brazil. IMS: Elected 
member of International Olympic Committee 1B74: Elected president of 
FIFA 

Pfltatillill Cimr: Doctor of Laws, he is nresident of Brazil's national bus 
company and a director of companies in the insurance world and 
chemical industries In 1988 he was advanced as a nominee for the 
Nobel Peace Prize 


Hivelangc ot ‘he loyalty and the vote.s of Third World natioim loi ^etlrs to 


Havelange (centra) la 
granted an audience with 
the Pope during Italia '90. 
The man may be as hard as 
nails, but he possesses 
excellent public relations 
acumen 





Ue was votod in lor yet aiiothei lour-yeai teiin as pn'sident last yeai 
His (‘hampionship of the Third Wojld was tiiunifThajitiy vindu alt'd iii tlu‘ 
success ol the Cameroon team They play(*d a very t)eLiut;1ul ti't hnical 
and disciplined fcxitball They contiadicted all criticism ot the efforts .ind 
ilie pTo^mmmes tliat were made foi countiies like (’aim^ioon It showed 
that we were nf?ht Wt continue to do eveiything we l,ui loi the 'rhiici 
World We shall continue the programme of coaching couises and si> on 
The Alricaiifc are making gieat progress and one day they will lie (.ham 
pious of the world 

Pc rhaps this will hapjXMi in 20 ye^ars If so it would hai dly Ik* '.ur pi ismg 
if Havelange were still running Flh'A 1 asked him vihat moial qualitu'S 
sport possessed “First you must love sport TIk ii ruu^t ik well 
prepared, physically and intnlally Then you must dfi the fob gi\i‘n to vou 
by the coac'h Then yt»u must l(*ad a healthv Lie i am 7'=) and 1 have nev(M 
smoked I don t drink When 1 did swimming aiul watei poJ > J had a lung 
capacity of seven litres Today \ still have a capacity of five li[u‘s I walk 
every day lor an hejur and rover five kiUmielies I do JO imnut(‘s ol 
gymnastics eveiy day Every dav 1 swim a minimum ot l OOO nn Ins 

Havelange is truly obsessed by the stale of his health i «isked him alKiut 
Jingoism at the World Cup ne.inswered with a stoiv about ttr'doctm wlio 
examines his arteries every six months ‘So I liofx* you wiiJ led as rny 
dcxjtor dcKis-not sad that you fail to report something ii(*gfiti\t to leport 
You must be pleased to report what is positive 

Havelange is an extremely impressive man He made absolutelv luxdtoi t 
to make a conquest of me bv fritndhness by oi'atoM oi by < hai rn H( 
simply* with great but irirxaggemted emutesv answeieci tlu‘ cpiestions 
His self-assurance is like Fort Knox 

He has been talking about impioving the sccuing late by nljcducing 
bigger goals He has bct*n talking about splitting iht gaini in four 
25-minute quarters tC‘ pl(»asf* American television Hc’*h aiv subje^ls a 
fcx>tballing man could distmss for hours When asked, Ilavc'laiigo would 
only say that a connmssioji wits Icxiking into those things a jiolitician’s 
answer i®* ever there was one “1 do not see any problems for the future* 
because 1 work from day to day ’ 





Mr. Indisputable. Havelange 
has no time for argument 
You ask him a question, he 
gives you an answer. End of 
story 


NEXT WEEK: JEAN 
MARIE BALESTRE 


I asked him what matte led to him in spoil Without d e^ood oiKanisd 
tion you cannot produce a ^ood spertac le That is oui -itit ri^th We try to 
put this loiwaid in every compelitjoii and wc ti> lo make this pe*itect foi 
evt ly Woild Cup At my 1 have done all tht ■»pc)its you t an do At my 
I have no gicat passions I c an f>o to at vr i nuiid whic li match nevei 
mind which team in all tranquillity without tny outside preoccupation I 
can watch and have a pcxid time I am not prejudued by anything* 

All I wish to do IS to continue to sti vf m\ family my business FIFAand 
sport I am happy because ut tht^ staff wo have atFlPA because football is 
well respected and because it is indispufaWenu iit the No J in the world 
Many have criticisc'd Havelange loi what appears to hr an oveivaluation 
of the financial rewards spoit can bung toadying to America being loo 
closely involved in financial dealing with television Questions along these 
lines bring tfie politicians standard answn When the day ainves that 
someone is not ciiticised lie is about to die Not exactly a profound moral 

defence and a line that all import powci bT^>kci g are happy to tiot out 

Why not^ The seciei ol then positicni is simple enough they are pietty 
well unaccountable People like Havelange have played their hands so well 
that no one opposes them In four years time health and arteries willing 
Havelange will stand again fox rr election It is not that there is no 
stopping him there is s*mply no opposin him 
SpOTt s chief (harm may be discipline for Havelange But for him and 
for dll the othei men who rule then game it has a still more wonderful 
thing to offer Spoil lepresrnts one of the modem world s most magmfi 
cent vehicles for tae undisputed exercise of pure analloyed blatant stark 
naked power # COURTESY THE TIMES LONDON 







ALL IN THE GAME 


Jft traditionally distasteful habit of any 
Bk rugby union match contested by the 
•■French is strutting on the field The 
cockerel, inadentally is their national 
emblem The Irish state autlionties are, 
however, not too impressed or happy with this, 
as they are playing host to the French rugby 

toam The reaeon foi* this problem le more 

agricultural than humanitarian According to 
the state agricultural department the 
cockerels accompanying the French fans could 
be carrying viruses that are hitherto not 
prevalent in Irish soil The agncultui al 
department are thus having a trying time 
chasing cockbirds all over Ireland and killing 
them 

Maybe the French should just switch emblems 
Rene Lacoste's crocodile would be quite a scary 
alternative^ 


French Cocks Are 


An agricultural menace 



Turf Club Meetings 


A lot of horsesense 


T he roprcsentativos of the Royal Calcutta 
Turf Club and the Press had a meeting 
reeeiitly A numbri of topics came up for 
discussion Some of them were simply 
hilarious while others aimless Here are some 
of the minutes of the meeting 
(l> A lady jockey had applied for a licence 
recently She was not allowed to ride in the 
races Decision Theladyjockey had been 
riding for the last six years without success 
Therefore, her record was not good enough for 
her to be granted a licence (2) The speech on 


the PA system is distorted m certain parts 
Decision This is being looked into by the 
CCXJ/Chief Engineer (3) The commentators 
make mistakes quite often while reading the 
race Thei e should be better commentators 
Decision There is an acute shortage of 
commentators Efforts are being made to gpet 
better commentators (4) Col Bah suggested 
that the music on the tracks should be racing 
oriented Decision Col Bah was told to get 
tapes with racing oriented music on it (5) All 
the points discussed at the Conference should 
be minuted so that a record is available at all 
times Decision This is the normal practice 
The next press contci'encc should be held 
after the conclusion of the winter season, so 
stay tuned Major developments could lake 
place 


T urbulent 

tunes continue in 
the Italian soccer 
league Tlie Henna 
football club got the 
rap recently for 
boorish behaviour 

when they played AC Milan recently Roma 
were fined £ S.OCK) as they were held 
responsible for the bad behaviour that their 
spectators dished out during an othe ''wise 
placid game 

The fine was implemented when the 
supporters threw an object, which they 
described as a ‘paper bomb', into the held, after 
the game But the Roma guys got 


Italian Soccer 


A hooligans paraulise 


dway foi a crime of a 
more heinous naturp, 
when they unfurled a 
baiinci wh,ichrcad 
•‘Rijkaard, Rome 
I vomits all over you/* 
This has reference 

to the incident during the World Cup when 
Prank Rijkaard of Holland spat on Gei'inany’s 
R idi Voeller The disciplinary committee 
decided to overlcxik this offence as according to 
them it was ‘devoid of any racial or terntonal 
t?onnotation/ 

Now wo know why soccer hooligans simply 
love Rome. 
















READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

I To whom IS the 
Venus 

Rosewater Ihsh 
awarded*^ 

2 His pin-up 
poster IS the 
second largest one 
over to be sold m 
the world Who’s 
he’ 

3 Who first 
promulgated the 
custom of bringing 
the Olympic torch 
to the mam venue’ 


4 In his book 
‘Runs and 
Rmns'. Gavaskar 
remarked that it 


would be a strangpe 

and odd sight for 
his neighbours in 
England, when he 
went out for 
practice with a 
fellow Somerset 
player Who is this 
oddpartnex’ 


5 Which 

cricketer has the 
distmction of 
carrymg the bat 
most times m 
Tests’ 


6 Who after 
meeting a 
bouncer head-on, 
said “Some day or 
the other someone 
will be killed by 
pace”’ 

7 John McEnroe 
ended his five 
year Grand Slam 
drought by 
winmng tlie 1989 
US Open doubles 
I title Who was his 
j partner’ 
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RATING TEST 


Above 14 Wish you were part of our team 
Between 11 ana 14 You are not too bad 
Below 11 Sportsworld readmg 
recommended 

All answers sent m by the contributor 


8 Who invented 
the ‘Skyhook’ 
technique in 
basketball’ 

9 Why was 
Zeeshan Ah 
fined by the All 
England Lawn 
Tenms Association 
during the 1989 
Wimbledon 
championships’ 

Criticising 
umpiring in 
Pakistan, what was 


the slogan coined 
m the style of ‘If 
Lillee doesn t get 
you. Thomnio will *■» 


1 -4 Sunil 
J. Gavaskar 
and Gus Logie have 
achieved 

something unique 
in winning the Man 
of the Mat,oil 
awards on different 
occasions Whal is 
this unique 
achievement’ 


Which 
company 
runs the Italian 
soccer club, 
Juveritus’i' 


Whuh 
football club 
had its highest 
lepxesentation of 
players in Italia 
90’ 


I am the 
only 
cnckctei 1 X 1 t)u 
woild to captain 
the team in the fix si 
Test male h and wavS 
a 12th man in the 
next Who am I’ 


aulobiogiap- 
hy IS titled 
Unhinited 
C’liallenge ^ 







ANSWERS 

1 Wimbledon ladies singles winner 

2 Mark Spitz 

3 Adolf Hitler 

4 Joel Garner 

5 Desmond Haynes 

6 Mike Getting 

7 Mark Woodforde Australia 

8 KareemAbdulJabbar 

9 For wearing an oversized logo 

10 'If KhrsarHayat doesn t get you ShakoorRana 
will 

11 Both got it for their floldinq m one day matches 

12 Fabnca italiana Automobile Torino (FIAT) 

13 Steau Bucharest of Romania with ten players 

14 Stinivas Venkatraghavan 

15 Garry Kasparov 


IMS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILEO BT: 
S.SIIIIESN. 

48. BNAIMTIBIIO CROSS, 

8.S. COLONY, NUimuu 
PIN82S020 
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Usha, lookina most womanly, is now sll set to marry 
V. Srinivasan (below, third from left) 














The road is narrow. On the left, a small cifyai-ette 
shop: a few young men stand near it ajid look at us 
curiously. On the right, a thatched roofed cinema 
hall called nesluiii Jaikies. Further down the 
narrow tarred road is the Block Development Office. 
A curve on the road, later, suddenly in the 
distance ...thebig, sprawling yellow coloured house 
ofP T. Ueha. 

The black gate, of shoulde^r heigh t, has a sign on 
the wall near ii black let ters on wh i tc marble says 
'Ushas \ the name of the house In the open garage, 
near the front door, a red Standard 2000 gleams. In 
an adjacent garage is a blue Maruti. 

As we move towards the door, photographer Utpal 
Sorkar has a sudden sjMisni of nervousness. His 
brand new Ray Ban suii^iasses slip from his hand 
and fall to the cemented ground. The right lens is 
completely shattered. Utpal looks shocked. He picks 
up the small glass pjeces and throws it towards a 
grass verge. Bad sign ' he muttei’s to himself. 

We ring the bell. 

After a while, Usha herself opens the door. She 
siuilui' but shu is lL)(.fkijig hsllt^ati, a little horeU. She 
invites asm. It jsa /ar^ihaiJ room. One's attention 
:s immediately drawn loan incredible Ixfok case that 
spans a whole wall. It is filled with rows and rows of 
medaJs and cups and momentos and souvenirs. On 
the right, very near the door, is a long staircase that 
ieads up to the first flcxir 

We sit down. 

It is very silent in the house You can hear the 
biixis chatter in the tree on the lawn. Fou can hear 
the sound of piates being cleaned in the kitchen. The 
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slap of bare feet announces the arrival ofayounger 
sister, on her way to the first floor. You can even 
hear the tick took of the clock hanging on the walL 
Themoodofthe house seeps into you, Itis 
peaceful and quiet but to one who has just completed 
a 2400 km train journey, assaulted by that 
relentless clatter of rail on track, the silence in the 
house is like a harsh shout. There is a droning in my 
ears. I struggle to clear my brain, Usha struggles to 
surmount her lethargic mood. 

I begin: *Tou know, there is tremendous interest 
all over India about your marriage, ” 

"Well, that is the only thing left of interest** comes 
her quick reply, 

“You know, peopJe want to know how you have 
gone about it. Like how many guys you have seen? 
How did you make the final choice?’ 

"Oh my God "she replies, "that is too difhculL It is 
a private matter. And nothing has been really fixed. 
There is a tentative agreement of an engagement But 
everything will only be fixed on Maich 3rd. ” 

"Yes, but this article is coming out after that. So 
there is really nothing to worry. ’* 

“>\jreyou sure?’’she asks. The hundreds of 
journalistic promises like this, all to be broken the 
very next morning in the newspaper, makes her 
wary. 

"1 promise" I say. She looks at UtpaJ and me, 
measuring and weighing the pros and cons Then 

The cup on the right is the first trophy she has won in 
her career. She was In class seven then. The medal on 
the left is the last silver medal she won in the Beijing 
Asian Games. Thirteen illustrious years span the two 
awards. 
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Playing chess on the beach In Payolli with sister 
Sums 

she smiles and begins to speaJc. 

Her voice is her most distinctive feature. It is a 
strong, determined voice. It is a voice that is 
paten tty honest. It is a voice that never forgets that 
she is a small town girl And yet the voice can 
suddenly give way to embarassinggiggles, and to 
tremors of excitement And if you hear and rehear 
her voice on the dictaphone, you can detect that at 
the core of it, there are strands of nervousness . 

The voice does not indicate the runner. 

On th& traeJc, Usha is bold sdl ths wrsy. Sh& runs 
with fluid Strength, with utter confidence. Her 
running style can leave you gasping in admiration. 
But off the track, her conh'dence can sometimes 
flounder. A question about '*the positive and 
neg'ati ve aspects of fame. ” has her lowering her eyes 
to the ground, swallowing her saliva—the Adam's 
apple bobbing —and then she asics simply, "Could 
you explain that question again?I can t understand 
if*. 

The question is rephrased and then she breaks 
into a torrent of words, giad,quickly to have a say on 
the subject and embarrassed that she did not 
initially understand. Yet her eyes are steady, direct 
and penetrating. Time after time, she iocJced eyes 
with the interviewer, refusing to blink. And later, 
as the day wore on, and her concentration 
increased —as did her intensity— the eyes held one 
with their fierce determination. 


ON MARRIAGE 


I don’t know how many proposals had come but there 
has been quite a few. In some cases,everything seemed 
okay but then something was not all right with the 
fsunily. Or the family was all right but the person 
was not. For cpiite a few, they did not have the 
necessary height. I am 5'7". Then in cases when 
everything was all right, good family. good job, 
good height, close relatives of the boy’s family said, 

‘It is not good to be Usha’s husband. You will be in 
her shadow all the time. ’ 


I THE FINAL CHOICE 


His name is V. Srinivasan. He is about six feet tall. 

He was a former University level kabaddi player. I 
could sense immediately that he had a keen interest 
in sports. That was very important for me. I wanted 
to marry a man who is simple and gentle and yet 
liked sports a lot. Srinivasan seems to be like this. At 
present he is working as a Circle Inspector in the 
CISF (Central Industrial Security Force) in 
Rourkela. After our marriage, he hopes to get 
transferred to Madras and I should also get a 
posting there. So we intend to start our 
family life in Madras. He is 28 years old and is one of 
two sons. His mother died when he was very young 
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Usha.' Then they ask for autographs and sometimes 
take pictures with me. I don’t mind it. But then, the 
result is that I can’t shop in peace. 


ON HER PRESENT MOOD AFTER 
RETIREMENT 


After the Beijing Asian Games, there has been a 
complete absence of tension. Normally, when I was 
an active athlete, there was this ever-present feeling 
of tension. Now it is no longer there. Prom a very 
early age, I used to get up early in the morning for 
ti aiiiiiig. There was always this sense of purpose 
and direction as soon as I got up. 1 had something to 
do. Something important. But nowadays when I get 
up—and even now I get up very early in the 
mornings—1 lie in bed and feel a blank depression. I 
become moody. There is nothing to do There is a 
lack of energy. I feel listless. And this nn.x)d carries 
on till the afterncx)n. But then slowly the niood lifts 
and by evening. I am back to iny high spirits once 
again. ] miss the excitement, there is no doubt about 
it But if I start to do something, like w^rite a letter or 
something, then my concentration returns and 1 feel 
better Like I am already feeling better talking to 
you There is something to do now. 

At this point, Uipiii interrupts. "FJxciise mo Usha, 
but could 1 have a g’hiss of water?” 

‘‘Sure, why not**she says, sprin^in^ up fi'om the 
chair. 

I kx)k at Utpal puzzled. Heimood was just 
improving' There was animation in her eyes. She 
was speaking with enthusiasm, in a good flow of 
words, iwd then tins interruption. ‘She was in good 
flow*’I accused 

"yes. I know” he replied, "but I had to interrupt for 
a [jarticular reason. The man who is sitting outside 
is a jourimhst and he is taking down all that Usha is 
sayi ng A nd Usha is opening up more and more and 
God only knows whei’e he is going to publish all 
this? And anyway, it is not a right thing, isn't 

Usha rcUit'ns with two glasses of Jemonade, and 
then we tell her why she is interrupted She is 
noJTcommiial but then we suggest that she finishes 
off the interview with the other journalist. Usha 
agrees and calls the journalist in He conies in. 
smiles sheepishly at us and Usha takes him to the 
dining tabic. We drink ou r lemonade and explore 
the house. 

On the landing leading to the first floor is a room 
to me right. Tins is usna s room, it is simple, have 
and unpretentious. The air-conditioner is off The 
walls are painted a soothing blue. On the table, there 
is a tape recorder and cassettes of Yesudas and 
Mohammed Rafi liescatteied about. On the wall, 
theiv is a superb picture of the Great Wall of China. 
There is a double bed with the sheet smoothed down. 
It is simple and clean. There is nothing else in the 
room. 

We go up to the first floor. On the righ t is a small 
puja room. There are two other bedrooms with 
attached baths. The house is neat; everything in its 
place. 


We hang around; we look out through the window 
and we can see coconut trees in the distance. A 
breeze blows; the leaves shake in response. The 
sunlight streams in through the window and lights 
up the mosaic floor. Time passes. It is a little 
unnerving to adjust to nature's silence after the 
clamour of the city. 

Usha calls out. The interview with the Malayan 
journalist is over. We come down the stairs and 
again sit down. 

''You must have lunch *' Usha says. 

''Nothing doing" we reply, “we will go to a 
nestaurcuit." 

"No, you have come all the way from Calcutta. You 
must have lunch heiv. ** 

"Oh please don't worxy, We will manage. ** 

‘There is no pixiblcm here'* she says, 'the food is 



Relaxation time for Usha now 

simple and there is enough for everybody ” 

It was 11^ 45 in the afternoon and there was still 
time for lunch 

"Why don *t wc talk some more" 1 suggest She 
smiles and sits down. 


ON HER HOUSE 


Aftej 1 won five gold medals at the ’85 Asian Track 
and Fjeld championships in Djakarta, the Kerala 
State government announced a grant of Rs 2 lakhs 
to build me a house. But by the time the nouse was 
completed in late '87, the cost had shot up to Rs five 
lakhs. So I put up the rest of the money The house 
was designed by a Government architect and now the 
whole family stays here —my brother, two younger 
sisters, my parents and myself. My other two sisters 
are married and live elsewhere. 



















I cannot say how much I have earned. But now* 
people expect me to keep to a certain standard of 
living. I cannot travel in a bus. Because people will 
say, ‘If Usha has two cars, why does she need to get 
on a bus?’ 1 have to maintain this Standard 2000. It 
was given to mo by the State Government after my 
performance in the Seoul Asian Games. 1 have 
noticed that people get shocked by the cash awards. 
But there has been so much of hard work behind the 
winning of all those international races. It’s not 
easy And after the cash award is announced, you 
must not forget how much of running around I have 
to do to get the cheque Sometimes, it takes a whole 
year before the cheque is in my hands. 1 guess, you 
must be knowing how the bureaucracy works here 
in India. 


ON HER HUMILIATION AFTER THE 
SEOUL OLYMPICS 


1 was abused and reviled after these Games. For the 
first time, I deeply regretted that I had entered an 
athletics career. It was terrible Nobody seemed to 
try to understand me 1 am also human. I am also 
like other people. I was injured and I could not run 
my best. Why could not people understand that? 
Even in PayolJi, people ueod to walk past tke honee 
shouting abuses. I had come to a state where 1 was 
terrified to go out of the house. Posters were put ail 
over the place villifying me I arn essentially a 
sensitive person, so I suffered even more Of coui se, 
later I undersUxjd that people had such a high 
expectation of me and they were bitterly 
disappointed that I had let them down But what I 
could not understand was how former athletes like 
Milkha Singh and Suresh Babu joined the abuse 
wagon. That was too painful. I think, in the midst of 
all this suffering, there rose the determination to do 
well once again and to show everyone, especially my 
critics, what I was capable of 
And I did come back strongly in the ATF 
championships in New Delhi in ‘89 when 1 won four 
gold medals and bettered my records that I had set 
in Djakarta. That was a fitting reply to my critics. 


on the cover and underneath is written: P.T. Usha, 
Kerala. Sometimes the letters are just addressed as 
The Payolli Express, Kerala 

Itisl. 30 In the aft,ormxm. Usha’s father has just 
come home from his taJloring shop near the village 
centre. He is a tali, straight backed man in his early 
sixties, with a niane of grey haij\ a broad fo/*ehead 
and a shy smile His bean ng indicates a principled 
man and one can deduce where CJsha inherited her 
qualities of discipline^ hard work and dedication. 

Wc talk a little. 

A photo session with the mnuiy is arrangea ana 
Usha 's two younger sisters, Shobha and Suma, go 
into a tizzy about what dress to wear Finally, 
everyone sits on the stops leading to the house and 
Utpal clicks away The interaction between the 
family members is warm and affectionate Suddenly 
Usha asks, ‘Wheie is Pradeep:*’ 

'He is in the shop]' the father leplies and so the 
only bxxithcr is not in the family poj’trait. 

After the photo session is over, we go in and sit 
down. And suddenly wo realise that at the rate we 
are going, the assignment can be completed in a day 
and not two days wo originally thought 



1 receive all kinds of letters. At present, I receive a 
lot of letters saying that my departure has been a 
loss to Indian athletics. Some write affectionate 
letters There are lettc^rs asking for money so that 
they can get married or build a house. It is fun 
reading them. They come from all over India and I 
also used to get a lot of letters from the Gulf 
countries. But now because of the War, there are 
fewer and fewer letters. It is physically impossible to 
reply to all the letters. But what is most astonishing 
is the addresses. Sometimes, there's a picture of me 













Usha with her coach Namblar 

UtpHi whisfkirs. “/ think weceui leave tomg'bt. 

Aloud, lank. ‘'Kxcusc me, Usha, is Mr. Narnhiar 
around?" 

she says and moves to the teJephono, “he 
Jjmsiie^irby". 

'*Ar:tUciJiy Uio irfascm js that we want a couple of 
tjckets on tcmig'ht's Trivandrum Mail. That was why 
we wantf^d tti meet Mr Nambiar Mnyhe hnnnnld 
arrang’oH 

“Buf. I can arnuif^o it" Usha exclaims, a rising 
inf loot U)n to her voice, forgo* that! work in 

the Rai I ways. ” 

Saying so, she rings up the Station Master at 
Vadakara. 12 kilometres from Payolli "Hi, this is 
Usha. Are there tickets available on tonight's 
Trivandrum Mai7‘^*’ 

Of course tickets are available when Usha is 
asking. No problem All we have to do is to go to 
Vadalcara to collect the tickets 

Usha smiles and says, "Now will you please have 
lunch." 

The nwal is simple. There is a mutton curry, 
beans, another vegetabie dish, mango curry and vice 
and pappad Usha sits with us while her mother and 
a sister hover around, serving the dishes. We aw in 
fact ravenous and we? attack the fexxi. She talks some 
morenti her favourite subject, sport. 


ON THE FUTURE OF KERALA 
ATHLETICS 


It is definitely going down. There seems to be a 
famine now There are a lot of potentially good 
athletes but they don’t seem to be interested in 
excelling. I went to my former sports school in 
Cannanore and I could see that the facilities had 
improved drastically. In my time, we had no beds. 
We had to join two benches together to make a bed. 
For 80 students, there were just two bathrooms. But 


Well, here’s a simple example. The railway track is 
nearby. But very few trains stop at Payolli. They 
stop at Vadakara. But when I won four gfold medals 
after the Seoul Asian Games, the train was forced to 
make an unscheduled stop at Payolli because there 
were so many people at the station, who were 
waiting to greet me. Those times are gone now. 
7’hemeai is over and we arrange for another photo 
session in the evening. Then Utpal and 1 leave for 
Vadakara to collect our tickets. 

In Vadakara, the tickets wew collected with elan, 
the Assistant Station Master, charming and 
solicitious and we take the return bus to Payolli. It is 
the peak of a summer afternexm. There is tiredness 
in the mind and in the eyes. Both of us fall asleep 
and by the time we awaken, Payolli is ten kilometr^if! 
past. We jump off, rubbing the sleep fi'om our eyes 
and blaming each other. We wait at a bus stop. 

After a while, a bus comes up in a rush of squealing 
brakes and screecjhing tyres and wejump in, only to 
jump out at the next stop because the bus was not 
going to Payolli A lone au torickshaw goes past and 
wo aw beaten to it by four giggling schoolgirls. We 
aw getting desperate. Time is passing. Suddenly a 
ti*ekker comes past and we wave it down. It is filled 
with people. There is no place to sit. 

*A re you going to Payolli?' we ask They nod and 
so we hang at the back of the vehicle, one leg barely 
managinga toe-hold, the other log floating in space, 
our hands gripping the bars of the twkker. 

Usha breaks into loud laughter when we tell her 
our adventures. 

"How silly" she says, 'as soon as you got into the 
first bus, you should have told the conductor that 
you wanted to go to LTsha's place and they would 
have dropped you at the right stop ' 

Thew is no hint of arwgance when she says this. 
Because it is a fact. Everybody knew whore Usha. 
stayed. After all, it is she and she alone who has 
singlehanded iy put the name of Payolli on Indians 
map. 

We take some quick pictures inside the house. She 
dj-essed in a saree. in her room, coming down the 
stall's, lighting up ihediya, holding her medals. The 
sun is setting and we have lo hurry to the beach 
before the sunlight vanishes altogether. Usha 
changes into a red salwar and we get into the 
Standard 2000. Brother Pradeep drives while Usha 
and her sister Suma sit at the back. Pt.opJe stare at 
U8 as we go down the road. It is like wearing a sign 
over your head. But Usha is used to it. I take the 
chance to ask a few more questions: 


ON ASHWINI NACHAPPA 


I don’t want to talk negatively about her. But in our 
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NtKHIt BHATTA CHARYA 



AshwInI Nachappa: more known for her clothes 

country, we tend to blow up a person’s achievement 
out of all proportions. And then after a. while, we 
bring them crashing down also Ash wini's defeat of 
me in the 200m at the National Open athletics 
championships in New Delhi last year was hailed as 
a great feat. But remember one t hing it was not that 
Ashwini's timings had impi’oved: it was just that my 
timings had gone down. 

There is no doubt that she has talent But she da(?s 

not put in as iriuc?h of hard work as is riot^dod In 
fac^t, it is her talent rather than her hard work that 
has brought her so far Although 1 have my doubts 
about whether she can be an Asian champion 

IjOok at this by the time 1 was 20 years old, I had 
ali-eady come fourth in the LA Olympics And also 
by this time, J was already an Asian Gaines bronze 
medallist. AvShwini. who is not a spring chicken 
now, has yet to win a bronze medal in individual 
races, I think she has more of a name because of the 
clothes that she wears rather than because of her 
performances on the track. 


THE QUALITIES NEEDED TO BE A 
SUCCESSFUL ATHLETE 


If you want to achieve anything* you must be 
willing to work hard. There must be a will to 
succeed. It is not easy. There is a lot of hardship 
involved. One should not be discouraged by setbacks 
but to continue training day in and day out Like, 
after ’88,1 could have stopped running but it was 
determination that kept me going. So despite 
everything, one must persevere. One should never 

loe& oourage but Uoop «truggling on. And then ono 

day success will come to you. 


ON WHY INDIAN ATHLETES 
PERFORM SO POORLY ABROAD 


Because they don’t work hard Firstly, very few 
people come to athletics as an end in itself Mostly, 
they train in order to get ajob But once they have 
got a job. most of their ambitions are ovei* Perhaps a 
few of them want to gel a promotion and so they 
work a little bit more. And suppose, for example, the 
athlete comes from a good family. Then he or she is 
trying to get a seat on the sports quota in the 
university or for medical or enginocrmg courses 
Once they secure admission, their inlerest in sports 
die!S down That is the difference between iho ot her 
athletes and me For me, excellence in atliietics was 
an end in itself. 

amat iho boaoh And f;, tt in 
wonderi'ul. The settwf^-sun, the mientlvss son breeze 
Happing our oolki rs nbniit. the roHroriho waves 
hitting the beach 7’ension seems to dissolve like the 
foumon topofn v/nve One felt light-hen rted Vshn 
smiles. IJtpal begins to get hyper excited The photo 
opportunity looked superb 
Fishermen's children begin lo follow us ns wc 
walk further and further away from groups of 
people who had come to experience the evening 
breeze. Attention is drawn because of her Standard 
2000. And now you can see* a distinct change in 
Vsha She turns and beckons to me 

"See this"she says, pointingat thosand, "it is soft 
and yet it is hard I used to practise hurdles on this 
This is the most wonderful place on earth. How i 
loved training on the beat'h. Remember, I used to 
run over the hurdles here and so you can imagine 
how easy it was for me when I ran on the truck This 
is the k^st traiujnggmuiid far ni€>. It diffei-od train 
day today Sometimes. I went for long Jogs 
Sometimes I did short sprints. Sometimes I 
practised the hurdles. And 1 had also to keep an idea 
of the tides Whether it was high tide or low tide Bv t 
the best thing was that 1 was away from people and 1 
could Just practise and practise Fou know, 1 deai'iy 
wished that there was a stadium nearby Then there 
would have been no need for me to go all the way to 
Bangalore or Delhi. I could have trained here, my 
mother would have given me the best food and I 
would not have suffered from homesickness at all. *' 
She stops speaking and smiles Then she willingly 








seemed to have lightninfrcimngvs of mcxxis. Siw 


i 



With her father 

listens to UtpcLl us ho nistructs hvr f >ii how she 
should pose She sits on u bout moot ed cm the beac/}, 
and she looks boa u tifu / She has such a sense of 
welhbeiiiff on her face And yet. as one wutrhccJ her 
us she waved ubovt on the sand, thorn is a foehnf^of 
sadness 

She must j oulise that now overyUuug' was m the 
past A t an age when other people arc just 
beginning to get a hold on their careers, this 
talented woman was at me end of hers. Life now was 
spread out in front of her and there was Just 
blankness. A wrong question "What are your 
future plans?" 

Immediately a shadow falls across her face "I 
really don know what 1 am going to do" she says, “i 
have never thought about it at all I dont want to be 
a coach because I have to be full time with the 
athletes and that will not do justice to my marriage " 

I regretted suddenly that I had asked th ?s 
question. The children stood around Usha, all 
smiling brightly and Utpai decides to take a picture 
of Usha with them. Usha'smood chang’esag'ain, She 


smiles now and taps the heads of the chi/divn 
around her, in gentle affection. 

We reach the car and she tolls Prade^ip. "I wilt 
drive ." A/id with expert ease, she turns the cur 
around and she drives down the narixiw road Again 
that look of concentration on her face We roacfh the 
main road and suggest that she drop us off at the 
bus stop 

'^Nothing doing" she lephcs, "first have tea at 
home and then you can leave. "And so we return to 
the house Tea is alixiady laid out Cakes, biscuits, 
ana cxxxjmn sweets ft is ausa now ana me nxjm is 
partially in darkness 

A casual question: "How many guests do you have 
in a day?" 

'*Somany"she replies. "that we losec<ami Some 
days, principles ofschfxils ring up saying that their 
children are coming toPayolli and they would like 
to see the trophy case. They niako sure that / am at 
home. Then photographs arv taken with the 
children, and then Isig'ii autograph bonks Thi.s is 
official But people are dmpping tn all the time, just | 
to talk tn me, to liston to me They arc (.omplete 
straiigcis but 1 guess, they fool enmfnrtable and 
welcome and so the word spreads Of course, now 
with the STD facility, we have visitors every Friday 
to get calls from relatives in the Gulf " 

' Why do they ha ve to cfiiue here'^' one asks 
puzzled 

'Becauseyou will txj surprised to know that I have 
the on ly 3Ti) fa ciU ty in thin viHugo And iphf 
come here on Fridays because it is a holiday in the 
Gulf and calls arc cheaper for those calling from 
there. And now the cal is have increased thme fold 
because of the Galt War To pul Jt dramatically, from 
Payolli. I am the only link to the Gull world This 
phone was installed because i had specific ufly 
requested Arjun who was then 

Comniiinica tions Minister, w/i(.*ther he could 
arrange to have such a phono installed because 
when J am in training camps. I used to feel lonely 
and miss the family It is only because of this special 
phone that I could niiH up my parents from all the 
way in Delhi and wherever else I am 

Tea IS over and it is time to leave It has deem a 
long, exhausting and eventful day Then^is a sense 
of wearinffss although Usha still stfcins to Imi in high 
energy We get up and I say “One Jast c/tiestion Has 
inck cwything to do with your success as an 
attiiete"' 

"Luck" Usha exclaimed, her black eyes widen 
nj emphasis, ' luck. luck, lu&k fLVeryt/nng'iias to do 
with luck I was lucky to have a coach from the very 
beginning of my athJetics career. I was lucky that 
when 1 reached Standard Eight, such a concept as a 
sports school came into being. I was lucky that I had 
t talent for running Of course, it has got todo with 
luck. Otherwise how can a smaii town girl like me 
become an Asian champion. Luck and I believe very 
strongly t/iat God’s support made the difference. I 
think that without God’s bJessing-s, notJiing' wouid 
have been possiblerm 









LOOKING AHEAD 


BETTER 

LATE 

THAN 

NEVER 


A sneak preview into some of the important 
decisions to be taken by the Indian Hockey 
l edcration at its meeting on March 19 


T he Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) is trying to turn a new loaf at its 

eoTYiTtMttp« meet inp; to ht* held a t. Rom hay rm Maroh lO S&voral 
significant decisions, which could have far reaching effects on the game in 
India will be taken 

The most important decision, is the restriction of tournaments for the top clubs 
of India The IHF secretary. Mr Guruaewak Singh, had said, "Tournaments in 
India have mushroomed There are 60 registei'ed all-India tournaments, Besides, 
there are numerous regional level competitions Our top players get fatigued, 
playing tournaments all over the country for their institutions " 

Shakeol Ahmed Oureshi, an international umpire from Bhopal added, "in 
Madhya Pnidesh alone, there are about 14 tournaments held annually. The 
significance of renowned and traditional tournaments like the Aga Khan Cup, 
Beighton. Ohaidullah Gold Cup and Nohru Cup had declined as the same teams 
participate in tournaments all t ht; year round "Top teams like BSF, Punjab Police, 
Indian Airlines. Punjab and Bind Bank, ASC, Corps of Signals ai^d others play in 
four-day tournaments at Shainh as well as the major tournaments Tlie glamour 
has gone U'um iiiajoi tuui iiaiiieiiLs or the country .Institutional teams unaer 
pressure or with financial incentives participate at random without any 
discrimination ” 

Rtjalising that our hockey players an* getting stale, ihc IHF has decided to curb 
tournament play for the top teams At the Bombay mating, certain Grade 1 
tournaments will be identified Teams will be allowed to participate in a restricted 
number of Grade l and Grade 2 tournaments. The exact number has not yet been 
worked out However, the fedei-ation wants to emulate the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) and restrict the top teams to six or seven outstation 
tournaments each year. 


The IHF has 
stressed that 
the 

Federation 
Cup will 
always be 
staged at 
venues with 
artificial 
surfaces 
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A dozen teams will be id(?ntif led as the best in India.The criteria for selection is 
twofold. Teams which rcg'ulai ly win or reach the last four stag^e of all India 
tournaments and from which players are chosen for the national team will be 
considered as an elite group. These teams will Ije fined if they violate the 
tournament restrictions 

At the Bombay meeting, the forniaL for the inaugui’al I’’ederation Cup will be 
finalised. It will be staged at Lucknow from April B onwards. An IHK official said, 
“We have decided that the eight quarter-finalist s of the Nationals will play in the 
Federation Cup. This year, we wil I also include an IIU'^ Junior XI, to provide our 
juniors competitive experience. ” So the participants this year are the Railways. 
Indian Airlines. Services, Punjab, Bombay. Patiala, UP, and IHF Junior XI. The 
IHF has stressed that the Federation Cup will always be staged at venues with 
artificial surfaces 

Bombay are likely to stage the 1991 Nationals, as astro-turf there will be ready 
by May this year The IHF has also approved four more artificial turfs in U. P, at 
Meerut, Dehra Dun, Gorakhpur and Varanasi. 

The Federation wants to emulate the BCJCI and become finaiuaally viable. They 
are striving to fill their coffers by collecting about Rs. 1 crore, from tournament 
affiliation fees, sponsorships and commercial tie-up with Dev Features. ITC and 
MRP are expected to sponsor the fresh Federation Cup at Lucknow. 

It has been decided to invite a foreign team for a series of five Test matches with 
the national team every winter. The USSR and Poland are expected to tour this 
year. The Test matches will be staged at different venues. The IHF has ambitious 
plans which hopefully will fruitify and not just gather dust after the historic 
meeting at Bombay. 


Two v«ry popular Indian 
laama anmya in ttm fray 
tor top honours. Picture 
shows a atruogle for tte 
bail between mdian 
Airlines defender 
V«B.Slnoh and Railways' 
Baiwinder Singh in the 
Natfonala 
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S.VENKATRAGHAVAN 


Guy In A Soup! 


An extremely non-controversial character 
who often finds himself in controversial 
situations through no fault of his own 


S OME people are born great, some achieve greatness, and others have 

greatness thrust upon them. So goes the saying. Change that a little bit 
and you get; some people are born controversial, some achieve controversy 
and others have controversy thrust upon them. 

Certainly it can be said that someone like Bishen Bedi was born controversial. As 
player, as captain and as an official, he has always been in the centre of 
controversy, much of which he has caused himself. On the other hand, one can 
hardly call S. Venkatraghavan controversial. And yet. one has lost count of the 
number of controversies he has been enmeshed in through no fault of his. 

The former Indian captain has always been a reserved person. One recalls how 
the former Indian captain M A.K. Pataudi had to actually push a shy Venkat (then 
20) to tne front to Jead tne Indian team into me pavilion after tne youngster nad 
taken eight wickets in an innings against New Zealand at New Delhi in 1965. The 
diffident, reserved and non-controversial image stayed with Venkat till November 
1969. 

Then the first of many controversies that were to surround Venkat over the next 
20 year’s took place. He was given out caught behind in the Test against Australia 
at Bombay. The radio commentator said that the bat was nowhere near the ball. 
Venkat himself hesitated a bit before walking 
Moreover, things were not going well for India till Venkat and Wadekar figured 
in a useful eighth wicket stand which was broken by the umpire's controversial 
decision. The decision ultimately caused a major riot at the Brabourne Stadium 
leading to a fire in some stands and play being halted for considerable time. 

Venkat was not directly responsible for the trouble and the controversy, (it was 
really the umpire) yet his name is associated with one of the most serious riots 

seen on a cricket field in India. 

The next year Venkat was promoted, first to Tamil Nadu captain, then South 
Zone captain and finally vice-captain of the Indian team. Venkat was only 25 then 
and by no means certain of a place in the national squad. Or so the critics said. 
Certainly a few senior players too felt that way and saw in his elevation a 
noriHpiracy tn them Rut was that Venkat*s fault9 It was the selectors 

(possibly with the backing of the officials) who promoted him after ail. 

To his credit Venkat always a fighter, not only played in all eight Tests against 
the West Indies and England in 1971 but also was the most successful wicket-taker 
With 35 scalps and moreover,was an able deputy to Wadekar. 

Roll a few years to December 1974. Pataudi then captain for the entire aeries 
against West Indies, was injured. The selectors chose Gavaskar to lead the sid 'j , 
not. as was expected, Venkat. For the second Test at New Delhi, when Gavaskar 
was injured what did the selectors do? They met on the morning of the 
match—though there was plenty of time earlier—and selected Venkat as captain. It 
was certainly not an easy task especially since a loud mouthed official at a banquet 
the previous night had announced that the captain was Engineer. 

Luck had never been with Venkat for a major part of his cricketing career. 
Against a strong team,lndia 


As manager to the 
West Indies tour 
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Venkat with More. Kulkarni, Yadav and Chetan Sharma 

lost by an innings in four days. Compounding the 
luck factor was the fact that India had to bat m their 
second innings on a rain-affected wicket against 
Gibbs. Was it Venkat’s fault that he was appointed 
on the morning of the match? Or that the Test 
lost by an innings Yet, when the team for the third 
Test at Calcutta was announced, Venkat was 
relegated to 12 th-man . 

A few months later during the first World Cup in 
England came the infamous Gavaskar crawl -not 
out in 60 overs. And Venkat as captain was asked to 
explain why Ga vaskar batted as he did 

Controversies did not stop thrusting themselves 
upon Venkat even after his playing days were over. 
When he managed the Indian team to West Indies in 
1989 it turned out to be a nightmare with the 
players going off on an unautliorised tour of ttie 
USA, loading to the Board slapping a ban on them. 

And now comes the la test example of Venkat 
being in the thick of a oonti-oversy when he really 
had nothing to do with it. He was one of the umpires 
in the TJelhi-Punjab Ranji tie. When the other 
umpire failed to turn up,Delhi substituted a home 
umpire for him. The result? Punjab protested and 
the Board took away points from Deliii ensuring 
that the team did not qualify for the knock-out 
stage. 

One is sure Venkat has had enough of 
controversy. But what can he do if they just follow 

him? 

Pirtab Ramchand 
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CALCUTTA 


1b«lc Million m 
Stakes 


W hen Sentouki worked his 
youthful magic 

on New Year’s Day and won the 
prestigious Indian Produce 
Stakes, 

it was a signal that the Magic 
Million on 

February 24 would be quite a race. 
But not without a hard fought 
battle at the wire. 

At the course, it was the 
fashionably bred Flying Warrior 
who garnered the maximum 
support in a field of seven; the 
only gelding in the running. Cool 
Hand Luke, cried off just before 
the richest ever race in Calcutta, 
only for three-year-olds. The 
Magic Million XXX Stakes not 
only gives a cool half million to 
the winner alone, there are prizes 
for the next five places too and 
includes a bonus of a lakh for the 
Di-eeder. 'i ne Magic Million XX.X 
Stakes, sponsored by Shaw 
Wallace, had its inaugural run 
last year and is the brainchild of 
Haik Sookias of the Royal Calcutta 
Turf Club. 

So It was six colts and a filly 
(Mischievous by name) who 
paraded in the paddock and stood 
at the starting stalls with their 
eyes on the end of the rainbow, 
some 1600 metres away. When 
they were off like so many streaks 
of lightning, the course favourite, 
Flying Warrior, was chasing half 
a dozen tails and half way down 
found himself hitting a rough 
patch. Sentouki, on the other 
> hand, with regular partner Nick 
Connorton, gave him company 
behind the field, but moved up to 
second at the top of the home 
straight One could see that 
Connorton was doing an encore of 
his Kabuki run in the 
Cruickshank Calcutta 1000 
Guineas. It was 200 metres to go 
and Connorton nudged Sentouki 
for a burst of speed, only to find 
Aromatic, out on a hattrick 
chance, also being strongly urged 
by Saleem Chisty and responding 

56 ... ’ ” 


Trainer Bharath Singh, Amit 
Gupta, Mr and Mrs Sumit Gupta 
pose with Sentouki, Nick 
Connorton up 

gallantly. In what was Aromatic’s 
finest race so far, Sentouki was 
given a run for his half-a-million. 

Tho magio momeiTt arrived when 
the governor of West Bengal, 

Prof. Nurul Hasan, presented the 
handsome Rs 25,000 trophy to 
Sentouki’s connections. 

That half-length triumph was 
enough to give Sentouki 
something exciting to neigh about 
and put a huge smile on the face of 
UshaStud Stud Farm owners and 
trainer Bharath Singh. 
Interestingly, Sentouki is the only 
colt (Treasure I-ieaf out of Cedar 
Point) who actually came up from 
the sale of the Magic Million 
auctions last year, when it was 
bought by Mrs and Mr Sumit 
Gupta and Mrs and Mr Amit 
Gupta. 

3o. tha-nkiSh a milhoTi, fella. 

Anil Grover 


CUTTACK 


mtflraate AqitatlcB 


A WELL laid out grass track was 
the main attraction at the 
Junior Inter-State Athletic 
Championships held at Cuttack 
recently. Over a 1000 athletes 


competed in the championships. 

A number of meet records were 
established over the four-day 
competition. Orissa, the host 
State, emerged as the champions, 
with a tally of 28 medals (12 gold, 
8 silver and 8 bronze), as did Bihar 
in the previous meet at 
Muzzafarpur. 

A few points to be noted about 
these junior nationals are the 
blatant cases of over-age 
participation. Although the AAFI 
has a medical committee to look 
into this matter, nothing serious 
is being done about it. Everything 
just seems to be a hoax. 

Organisers invariably spend too 
much time merely on opening and 
closing ceremonies rather than 
looking after the welfare of the 
athletes especially by holding the 
events on time. 

The meet was held without any 
sponsor as ITC (the major 
sponsors of athletics in the 
country) said that the money for 
the junior development 
programme had already been 
handed over to the athletics 
federation and that there was no 
commitment on their part to 
sponsor the meet, as stated by the 
organisers. 

International Rachita Panda 
emerged as the force to reckon 
with in Indian sprinting with a 
new record of 12.0 secs in the 
100m and 24.9 secs in the 200m 










(firirlB 18). 

Kulwinder of Delhi also 
completed a sprint double in the 
boys 19, with 100m (10.7 secs) 
and 200m (21.7 secs), both new 
records. 

Kerala which has been the 
nvirsery of Indian athletics failed 
to live up to expectations. Bobby 
Aloysius, a Kendriya Sports 
Foundation beneficiary, cleared 
1.65ro in the girls 18 high jump to 
establifih A new record. 

Jai Kishen of Delhi earned a 
treble winning the 3000m steeple 
chase, the 5000m and the 1500m 
in boys 19. 

This meet was serving ^ & 
selection for an ambitious 
programme by the AAPI to build 
up the nation^ team for the 1994 
Asian Games at Hiroshima. Most 
athletic pundits were impressed ' 
by the emerging standards and 
there seems to be a bright future 
ahead for Indian athletics. But 
unless these juniors are willing to 
persevere and compete with the 
seniors and gain the experience 
they need, nothing is going to 
come about 

It haa been seen in the past that 

unless the juniors are willing to 
shed their skin early, they may 
land up like most of the past 
junior national champions who 
have never gone on to perform at 
the senior level. 

Sunil Abraham 


TRIVANDRUM 



KSEB: winners of the Electricity 
Board basketball tournament 


the lead without much opposition. 
Their main scorers were Anil 
Kumar (21 pts) andSuresh.C(16 
pts). For TTMEB, Vincent 
Sagayaraj (13 pts) was the top 
scorer 

Earlier in the semis, Tamil 
Nadu overcame Punjab 55-45, 
while Kerala outplayed Bakra 
Beas Management Board (BSMB) 
62-45. 

In the shootout for third place, 
Punjab defeated BSMB 6G 47. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


In reply, UCO Bank could 
manage only 72 runs when 10.3 
overs were still to be bowled, their 
batsmen never looked consolable 
against the pace attack of the 
opponent. Medium pacer Ashis 
Koy Choudhury of SBI, who was 
Ueclared the *Mtxri of the Match’. 
WEIS the highest wicket-taker with 
a haul of 6 wickets for just 9 runs. 

In the first semi-final, 
defending champions. SB! 
frustrated UIIC Bank by a margin 
of 35 runs And in the other 
semi-final, UCO Bank routed 
Central Bank by 32 runs. 
PabhraKr.IMca 



K erala state Electricity Board 
(KSEB) emerged the 
champions in the All India 

Electricity Board. BaeUctboll 
Tournament held at 
Thiruvananthapuran recently. 

In the finals, KSEB 
overwhelmed holders, Tamil Nadu 
Electricity Board (TNEB) 70-46. 
KSEB, comprising mostly of state 
players functioned like a 
well-oiled machine. They led 
29-22 at halftime. In the second 
session, Tamil Nadu players went 
all out in the attack, but left their 
defences open. KSEB increased 


GUWAHATI 


AD-AssamBank 

Cricket 


T he state Bank of India won the 

fifth Girish Chandra Goswami 
Memorial All Assam Inter Bank 
Cricket Tournament defeating 
UCO Bank by 136 runs m the final 
played at the Nehiu Stadium. It is 
their third successive victory in 
this tournament. In the final 
match, batting first, SBI scored up 
208 for 3 in the contracted 30 
overs, with Prafulla Kalita(n.o 
67), N. Purkayastha (53) and 
Abhijit Bhatta (39) adding to the 



fllHE 25th National 
A Cross-Country Championships 
were held at the Sports Hostel, 
Lucknow. 

Though there was a large turn 
out. unfortunately, the 
championship was just a road race 
which served as a selection meet 
for the World and Asian 
Cross-Country Championships, 

The first race to be flagged off 
was the men’s 12 km race. Much 







was expected of the 9 member 
Services team before the race 
especially after a tremendous 
performance at the last meet at 
Pune. K.M. Suresh of Railways set 
a hot pace for the first 9 kms, but 
faded to fifth place at the finish. 
Shivkumar Shreshta of the 
Services, more renowned for his 
accomplishments at the 
marathon, won the race in style 
followed by Shiv Kumar Yadav of 
tlK& Railways. Abliay Singfh of tlw? 

Services was a creditable third. 
The following were the results : 
Men—12 Kms (I) Shiv Kumar 
Shreshta (Services) (II) Shiv 
Kvimar Yadav (Railways) (III) 
Abhay Singh (Services) 

Team 

Championships—Services. 

Women“4 Kms (I) Nanda 
Jadhav (Railways) (II) Poonam ^ 
Taneja (Railways) (III) Leelamma 
(Railways) 

Team 

Championships—Railways. 

SunH Abraham 


Action during the National 
Taekwondo Cnamplonahips 

(Kerala). 

K. Pankajakshan, State Labour 
Minister, distributed the awards. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 



TRIV ANDRUM 


Taelnraiido 



FliHE I>elhi team exhibiting better 
A skill and technique won the 
overall championship in the 5th 
National Taekwondo 
Championship held here recently. 

The brilliant performance of the 
women's team enabled Kerala to 
finish second while Haryana took 
the third spot. 

Chandrakant Arora of Madhya 
Pradesh was adjudged the best 
fighter. About 500 fighters from 
19 states and union territories 
participated in 48 categories. 

Chrthe opening day, a 
demciustratiuii uf Hit; game was 

Staged for the audience. 

Some important results: Men’s 
Seniors: 55 to 60 kg -Pushkaran 
(Kerala) bt Jagmohan Rao (AP); 
Men’s Seniors: below 50 
kg—Sudeepta Chakraborty (West 
Bengal) bt Rajecv Chakraborthy 
(WB), Women’s Seniors:—R. 
Atonjula, (Tamilnjidu); Women’s 
Seniors A grade (Belt); Syamala 
(Tamilnadu): Women s Seniors B 
Grade (Belt): Meera Pattu Rajan 


A PPACHEN and V.T. Anusuya 
won the men’s and women’s 
titles at the inaugural Karnataka 
state triathlon championship held 
here recently around the 
picturesque Ulsoor lake. 


Appachen timed 2 hours, 32.37 
minutes in the three events 
comprismg 1.5 km of swimming, 
40 km of cycling and 10 km of 
running. Anusuya timed 2 hours, 
38.30 minutes over the same 
distance. 

In the men’s team event, the 
Karnataka police trio of M.S. 
Bhushan Kumar, L.B. Mali and 
B.M. Banjeeva ciincnea me first 
place with 2 hours, 3 minutes and 
13 seconds. In the women’s 
section Sarala N. Swamy, V T 
Anusuya and Nethravathi of the 
Railways emerged triumphant 
with a timing of 2:34:16, 



V.T. Anusuya; individual 
women’s triathlon champion 


K arnataka retained the title 
for the third time in the 6th 
South Zone Cricket league 
championship for the deaf. 
Andhra Pradesh emerged 
runner-up followed by Tamil 
Nadu. 

In th© concluding match 
Karnataka beat Andhra Pradesh 
by 7 wickets. Karnataka scored 93 
for 3 in 23.4 overs, while AP 
scored 92 in 39 overs. 

Karnataka’s Jude Hubert, who 
scored 52 unbeaten runs in the 
final match, was adjudged the 
‘best batsman*. Andhra Pradesh’s 
Hyder Hussain was declared the 
‘best bowler’ and P.R. Kumar of 
Karnataka the *man of the series*. 
Ralph F. Patrao 














S OUTH ZONE'S emphatic 
victory in the Charminar 
challenge Vizzy Trophy cricket 
tournament underscored the 
resurgence the game is enjoying 
in the region. This, 
notwithstanding the failure of the 
senior zonal team to even enter the 
final of the Duleep Trophy this 
year. 

South Zone's Vizzy Trophy win 
was in large measure due to their 
batsmen—Rajesh Kamath and 
Rashid Mohsin in the main. 
Kamath was in particularly good 



Rajesh Kamath: in good form for 
South Zone 


nick in South Zone’s first match, 
against East Zone. He cracked a 
brilliant 103 (incliisive of 12 
fours) off 132 balls. He had scores 
of 33 and 53 in the final against 
West Zone. South’s bowling 
honours went to left-arm spinner 
Srinidhi who bagged four for 46. 

Rashid Mohsin, lilee Rajesh 
Kamath a Bangalore-based college 
student was in sparkling form 
against West Zone in the final. His 
140 (with 18 fours and a glorious 
six) was largely instrumental in 
South reaching 411 in their first 
innings of the final. South earned 
a first Innings lead of 115 when 
West were bundled out for 296. 

On a crumbling I.T. Gymkhana 
(Benares Hindu University) 
wicket South’s second innings 


reply of 184 meant that West were 
to get exactly 300 to win. They * 
managed just 156 (MRF Pace 
Foundation trainee claiming four 
for 46), leaving South winners by 
143 runs. 

R. Sudarsanen 


CALCU'l'IA 


State AwMds | 

IlIHE Sports Department of the 
Jl Bengal state government 
celebrated their sports day on 
February 22. The day belonged to 
sportspersons, sports 
administrators and sports scribes 
as the state government honoured 
66 of them at a grand function at 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium 
Performances in 1989-1990 
were the basis for selection for 
those who were felicitated A 
citation of Rs 5,000 and a 
memento were given to each and 
every member of those felicitated. 
The state government thus dished 
out a grand sum of Fts 33 .OOO. 

Among the sportspersons 
honoured by the state were 
Sambaran Banerjee. the captain of 
the 1990 Rariji Trophy winning 

Some of the award winners at 
the State Sports: (From left): 

Manoj Kothari. Sumita Laha 
and Dibyendu Barua 


Bengal team, tennis player 
2Seeshan All, Dibyendu Barua, 
India’s second chess grandmaster, 
Jyotsna Dutta, who won a medal 
in the Beijing Asian Games in 
women’s weightlifting, football 
coach from Darjeeling Wangden 
Lama, women powerlifter Sumita 
Laha and a host of others. 

The best sports scribe award, 
named after the late Mukul Dutta, 
was given to the editor of Aajkaal, 

bl leaclin^ vemaoular daily: Mr 

Ashok Dasgxipta, Mr Dasgxipta 
donated his entire citation amount 
to the president of the Calcutta 
Sports Journalists’ Club for 
helping* ex and needy journalists. 

There were many who followed 
Mr Dasgupta's way. Mr Gopinath 
Ghosh and Mr Achintya Saiia, two 
of the city’s well-known sports 
administrators donated their 
honorariums to the development 
of sports. 

SoumItniBoM 


HnmtabieainK 

Awaids 


G URINDER Singh Grewal was 
adjudged the best civilian 
advanced-course student as the 
Ashoke Kumar Memorial Award 
was given to him in the annual 
awards function of the Par vat 
Abhiyatri Sangha. a day eagerly 
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awaited by the mountaineers. 
Grewal beloni^fs to the Nehru 
Institute of Mouritaineerinj?, 
Uttarkhasi 

Naresh Kumar Ray was given 
the Nandaghunti award for being 
the seoor\d best after Cirewal. The 
best trainee of the Saiigha's 
annual rock climbing course went 
to Gopal Chakravarty who was 
conferred the Subhend u 
Mukherjee award. 

The chief gruest nf the day waa 
the principal of the Himalayan 
Mountaineering Institute, 
DarjeeJing* Colonel Ajit Dutta. In 
his speech, Col. Dutta said tha,t the 
standard of mountaineering was 
deiclining in the country and it 
needed a big boost to revive India's 
golden mountaineering tradition. 

I SoumHraBoM 


HYDERABAD 


Mzam Gold Ciq> 


J CT Mills, Phagwara, lifted the 
glittering Nizam Gold Cup 
defeating Tata Football Academy. 
Jamshedpur, by a first half 
solitary goal at the Lai Bahadur 
Stadium Earlier, on two previous 


occasions, the cup had eluded 
them when they were beaten by 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Bombay 
andMohd. Sporting, Calcutta. 
JCT without taking any chances 
went about their business right 
from the word go. 

Jasbir Singh, Narinder and 
Kashmira made forays, while 
Deepak Kumar, Walia and Harjeet 
guarded their post well in the 
absence of the injured Parminder 
Sing-h 

It was in the 31st minute that 
JCT scored the match winning 
goal, when Satish Kumar (Sr) sent 
an accurate floater, to Jeet Singh, 
who used his head to net the ball 
into the goal. 

From here onwards, JCT 
adopted the right plan against the 
TFA boys. Instead of slowing 
down the game, JCT began 
playing at a faster rate, putting 
pressure on the rival and this 
strategy held TFA on tenterhooks. 

But no further goals were 
scored and after an up and down 
match. JCT Mills emerged the 
champions. 

A Correspondent 

JCT Mills, Phegwara: the wfn^ 

ners of the Nizam Gold Cup 

Memorial football tournament 


ME1-Rl”r 


GularllMllofflEwh^ 

R arely in a domestic hockey 
tournament, have the trio of 
glamour teams, Indian Airlines, 
Boi der Security Force and Punjab 
Police suocumted in their opening 
match. It happened at the recent 
13th R.B. Guiar Mai Modi 
Memorial Gold Cup tournament at 
the Sports Stadium, Meerut. 
Seeded direct to the 
quarter-finals, the trio were 
comprehensively beaten. 

National runners-up Indian 
Airlines were routed 0-4 by 
ultimate winners. Corps of 
Signals, Jalandhar. Their coach, 
Naik Sher Singh said, *'This was 
our most satisfying victory as we 
have never beaten a top team like 
the IA by such a large margin 
Punjab Police wei’e trounced 0-3 
by Hai-yana State Electricty Board 
(HSEB). Holders in 1989 and 
1990, BSF lost to Army (White), a 
new team consisting of nine 

players? from the Bihar 

Regimental CJentre(Danapur). To 
add to the organisers woes, 1990 



60 











runners-up, ASC, Jalandhar lost 
in the tie-bfeaker 2-4 to ultimate 
finalists Northern Railway in the 
quarter-final. 

Punjab Police arrived on the 
morning* of their match. With 
barely fours hours rest, they 
played and lost. IA bmught a 
second string side. None of their 
current internationals were 
available. They were so depleted 
that oo£XcH AohoU Kumar pJaycU 

as a second half substitute. Such a 
casual attitude is a discredit to the 
diligent organisers. Modis spend 
Rs 5 lakhs on this tournament 
and the teams are treated well. 

This is not to detract from 
Signal’s creditable victory. Their 
wingers Solomon Horo and 
Services player. Vijay Kujur are 
the fastest in the country Kujur 
performed impressively in all the 
matches and scored a memorable 
goal xn the final. The IA coach, 
Ashok Kumar rightly said, “India 
has to find a new outside-left and 
Kujur should tx* given a chance.” 
Kujur had I'epresented India at 



Corps of Signal, Jalandhar were 
the winners of the Gujar Mai 
Modi Hockey tournament 

the Indira Gandhi International 
tournament in 1990 at Lucknow 


On the basis of his performances 
at Meerut, Kujur will be called for 
the national camp at Delhi in 
March. 

Novy Kapadia 


MLESTONES 


ELECTED: Katrine Krabbe, 
to lead the first athletics 
team ft’om united 
Germany in an 
international meet in 
Paris. 

CHANGED: The Davis Cup 
venue for the tie between 
France and Isi'ael from 
Marseille to Rennes. It 
was postponed earlier 
owing to the Gulf war. 
WON: Basad Ali of 
Calcutta, the Western 
India Wills Open played 
in Bombay. 

RECORD SET: Katrine 
Krabbe as she became 
the first athlete from 
united Germany to win a 
medal in an 
international meet in 
Paris, 

ISSUED: Notices by the 
Income Tax authorities 
to 39 footballers, to 
furnish their incomes 
and assets at the 
earliest. Involved in this 
connection is the 
Nigerian striker, 
CheemaOkerie. 


CONFIRMED: By 

Maradona that he was 
retiring from 
professional football. 
ELECTIONS: Of the Indian 
Olympic Association to 
be held on April 28 on an 
order from the Supi eme 
Court to settle the long 
Standing feud in the 
apex body of sports in 
India 

RETIRES: Former 
Australian captain, Kim 
Hughes from first ciass 
cricket, xms 
announcement came 
soon after he was 
dropped from the Natal 
Province team in South 
Africa, where he was on 
a two year stint. 

ILL; Sir Richard Hadlee, 
from Wolff Parkinson 
White Syndrome that 
was responsible for the 
irregular beating of his 
heart. He requires open 


heart surgery,, the other 
option being hooked on 
to theraupatic drugs for 
the rest of his life. 



Anatoly Karpov 


SHOCKED: Anatoly 
Karpov, by 

Viswanatlian Anand in 
the second round of the 
Linares International 
tournament. 


EQUALLED: The world \ 

record of seven I 

dismissals in an innings \ 

of a Test, set by Waslm ; 

Bari of Pakistan and Bob i 

Taylor of England, by \ 

Ian Smith of New j 

Zealand against Sri ! 

I.4anka. i 

DEFEATED; Bon Johnson 
in his sixth comeback j 

race by Joel Issasi of i 

Cuba in the 60 metres, in 
an.international held in 
Karlsruhe in CFerniany. 
This was Johnson s 
third defeat 

WITHDRAWN: The case j 

filed by Binoj Trehan a 
member of the Delhi 
Cricket Association 
Eigainsl the BCCI 

DOUBTFUL: The exhibition 
match between Borg and 
Connors at the Olympic 
Hall in London, in Apirl. 
Borg’s agent called it 
'off while Connors’ 
agent said it might be 
'possible*.. 










QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. ‘Holmes'is the middle name Of a 
famous English Test cricketer of 
yesteryears. Who? 

2. Three members of the great 

1948 Australian side that toured 
England were to achieve the 
Test double of 1000 runs and 
100 wickets—Keith Milter, Ian 
Johnson and which other 
player? 

3. Which country was the first to 
defeat West Indies in a 
Prudential Cup match? 

ANSWERS 

1. Frank Holmes Tyson. 

2. Ray Lindwall. 

3. India (at Old Trafford in 1983). 

CHESS 

Anand played superb chess to 
brush Dreev aside in their 
candidates match. It was a very 
combative encounter with five out 
of six games ending decisively. 

The first blow came from Anand 

who won the opening game. Even 
though Dreev produced the first 
surprise Anand reacted with some 
dazzling knight maneuvers to 
gain a slight advantage. The clock 
then intervened and the Russian 
contender failed to maintain the 
balance in severe time trouble. 

White: Dreev Vs Black: Anand 
Game 1. Butterfly Candidates. 
Madras, ‘91. 

1 d4 NIB 2 e4 efl 3 Ne3 Bb4 4 B de 5 «3 
Bze3+ 6lie3e67ed5Niii68dc5aaB9e4 
M«710 Be3 00 U Qb3 Qe712 NbS e513 NB 
Neo614Nb3. 

Dreev's novelty. Both 14 Be2 
and 14 Rahi are normal. 

14— 8e6 QbB?l The start of a series 

of unfortunate queen moves. 

White may have thought this 
would provoke some weakness but 
the lady is simply badly exposed 
here. 

15— Nll716 Ba2 Ma517 00 BmSI. The 
right rook even though this does 
not become apparent for another 
14 moves Black is in no hurry to 
recover his pawn, for he has a 
very comfoiiable position. 

18 ini Bb310 B427 White should play 
the logical 19 Nb4: and complicate 


Black can’t really take the 
exchange by 19 Bzdl20Rxdl 

NzeS 21 Nd5.19-Be4 20 QM (see 

diagram). 

Here Anand found the excellent 
idea that won him the game in 
practical terms. Even though 
Dreev foxind the only reasonable 
reply he had lees than a minute 
per move after his 2ist. 

20-NI)8ltNow21 NaGwins 

against almost everything. 21 

!Mxe5? Na.6 23 Qfiud NkoB 23 Ob4 

Na6 24 Qa4 b5 is an amusing 
variation 

ami: Na622 Qll2 Bd3 23 Bids NicB 24 BH 
b6 25 e4 Ne8 26 Rbdl Nxo4 27 Bxc4 Qic4 28 
QeSQbSl , 

A subtle way to invade the seventh 
rank. White is clearly inferior 
now. 

29 Rd3 Qa2 30 Qd5? Yet another 
unfortunate queen move and now 
wlxite is lost. 30 Qal! may just 
have held on. 

30 Qe2 31 Bd6 RedS: This wins while 

31 Rfd8?? 32 QxdS-f would turn 
the tables. That is why black's 

17th was so important. 

32 Q»I8 NzdS 33 BC Qa2. Forced to 
prevent the queen being trapped. 
34 Rzd8 QuS 36 B^ he 90 R8d7 Bo8. 
White lost on time. CO-1) 

DQVwigthu IMti 



In my last colimm 1 had presented 
a hand from the last Tolani 
Masters’ final where neither 
declarer found the winning line 
but one of them nevertheless 
brought home his contract by 
managing to hoodwink his 
opponent. Another hand from the 
match was a lead problem:- 
The bidding needs some 
explanation. At both tables. 


Dealer 


WEST 

;B6432 
^ AK109 3 2 
493 


E-WvtU. 

NORTH(duinmy) 

4AK08 
C; Q 9 7 5 
O J 

4KB76 

EAST 

4J 10 764 3 
J 10 
s'Q6 5 
410 4 

SOUTH 
4952 
‘ A K 
•874 
4AQJ52 


MORTM 


SOUTH 


34 

5 ■ 
Pass 


2IMT 
4 NT 

64 


East-West were playing the most 
popular strong club system, 
Prwision. The two diamond 
opening showed a three-suited 
hand of 12-15 points, short in 
diamonds, 5-4-4-0 or 4-4-4-1 or 
5-4-3-1 with 4-4 or 4-3 in the 
majors and 4 or 5 clubs. South 
enquired with a relay of two 
notrumps and North’s reply 
showed specifically a 4-4-4-1 hand 
with 14-15 points without 
counting a singleton king or 
queen or jack. After this ^uth 

oould. h-SAve bid six clubs right 

away but both Soutlis, more out of 
habit than anything else, made 
doubly sure that two aces weren’t 
out by using good old Black to 
reach the seemingly lay-down 
slam. 

With the West hand on lead, 
only an initial low diamond lead to 
East’s queen could set the slam (of 
course, once his queen holds East 
will surely wake up from usual 
slumber and be brilliant enough to 
return a spade). 

Is the lead clear-cut? After all. 
with every suit breaking badly the 
slam might go down anyway, so 
why take the risk of losing the 
diamond trick if partner is 
missing tho quoon? Th© key to th© 
hand are the five small 

hearts-declarer’s side losers. 

if any, would surely evaporate on 
dummy’s hearts. That is why a 
low diamond stands out but wo\ild 
the Wests find it? Not to worry, 
both Wests, Jaggy Shivdasani for 
HCL and J.M. Shah for Topline, 
duly led a small diamond to 
scuttle the slam. Just another flat 
board! 
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SPOUTS HALL OP SHAM 


BY NASH A ZULLO 



Pl^KTDMBYOQ^CP-ne OifslERSAr/OF HAV/lMI 
FOOrBAUU'rBAM, A\S PlAWBSS VmOUA 

8URNVW& PESVHE TO W\t4 — HC HADTMEM WAUK. 
0AREFCCT CN/ERA \2-R»T-U>>i&BEPOF 
CeO-AOTCCAUS/ ABOCST^ AAEV^OATOMEyS 
120-MAK SQUAD TOOKTME PIPE WAV.K >M 198S 

ASPARroFASEM\MAR<>iAY3nvA-noNi. sur 

TWEV PlPNT 6ET y=\tt£X> OP ENDOf&U. THE TB^ 
PNlSWEP W\'m A 41-6-2 BECORP. 












TVteRE WAS PUaW OP WOT ACnON D0R\U6 THE 
0C6Tt)NCELT»CS-M\lWAOKEE BjCKS BASKCET- 
0AU. &AME IM r988. UNR)BTl>ATELy FDR 
JOHNM*' MOST-THE “VO^CE OPTHE CEUTlCS- 
MtXH OF \r WAPFENiED ALOH6 THE StCCUWES 
WA^WCT‘AS44ESFBDMH\SC><sAREnE FEU. 
AMPSET W5 PAVITS OV4 PlfSE/ 


B0=E)i^ 6ei4E e^eXH WAS A 6)6 shot lU 

ms* 1971 NFu pee*x asaunesa\am, itwas 

ms J06TD PlRE A BLAMK PlSWX AT THEEMP 
OPEAa\PER\OP. BETOt^THEOAME, fiCNE 
CAt^RJULY RJTTHE lOAPEP 
BAtRPXtCET. ajTNMWEI^HEVinMORBiyHVS 
HAHD HEA£6\0EtJrt7KUYPUUlEDTHET«\66ER 
AMP SHOT HlA/VSeiJF IM THE BUTT/ 






1 

, \ 


AT1Vfel973 SB^PlWB&^^EJ?n■AeC4■LA&Slf, Txao 
(SOtJFER HAl^E IRWIN A6BE^ TO A SUl£HT4HAN&r 

»N THE Rotes vweN H»s er-Rant prime WCkJNP 
OB IMSIOE THEBRAOP A SORBBSED SBE C TATO B . 
THE RED-RAiEP wa^^SAlpTHE QAU- SHBJiX 
HER IMTHEOIESTBETORE ROPpit^ iMSiPE 
HER OMDEraSARVewT. THE OOOCSE RUfi^ 
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Proportion 
Yourself 
To Look 
Good 

H OW ma,uy of you 
are happy witli 
the way you look? 

If you are, you 
shwvldn'tf^ .reading: 
t his. Just count you r > ; 
lucky ^V<xv& ahtl strut: If 
you ai^irt youre 
corn pany. Gos most of 
_ wouM:;likesdme:; I 

■ "looks,-Either:^ 
tMn. Or too fatV Too tall. 

Or tcK>tMn. 
heavy Or curi^d With 
. tree^ruaklegs."-’ 

Fatcanbehaiidled; \ 

■ Well., hiost dfthetiine^ /■.: ■ 
anyway. Just put- ■ ,• : 
yourself on a 
L^ardioYascular 
aiid you're bouiKl^toJoss 
some of it. 'FhlTi, too 
can he handied. Just 
pack in the high-cal lV;)od 

wljilt;Uuiag .^onie 
bulk'bihlding exercise 
a.nd you're sure to bulk 
up. NQt too rnuch we ca 11 
do about the tall and 
thin bit though 
. As for the 

dmpropoTtkaiate'look, u 
just might, \')e you to 
bi aine. If you‘ve ii 
IXM'V. with a noticably 
lopsided build, thore'"^ 






! ii tU I i 1 m' IMM -- h \ t 1 ■ 1 J - 
(i: i. . !:>i il I i’\ U * ' :ui'i iM il 
, ill u( ’ll ;u-' 1 H f )i 1 

t !i“ r,t.i ici' h.t! .(i. l! jumi, 

nii;.;hi V' 'H vv) im s im 

il I(' . 'I ■t [iU< ' 1 J 
' 'li 1.1 i usiiisiii V.’I'li K ■ 

j a ('I'-.T'Ui 1! i p;i I'I 

( >1 1 h(' Ijociy c an If'a.vr- vt'ui 
\(>uk U'lL’: Ijf.U'nbiy 
lop-sidc.-cl SpiMul 
ntucVi tune r.ioini^ (. u I'ls 

mik3 v'O-h T’i' pvnriu t(i luive 

Liip'e. iuuscular .t: lus 
lianp’iny ^ bony 
! renin, Tla.* Kanic ap})la..'s 
\o excessive squall me' uv 
hinhuiiUuisity cyciiu^. 
Do that and youll biavt: 
inuiister legs blendina 
into an vindei developed 
upper body. 

Not only dexvs this type 
of imbalanced training 
make you look funy. it 
could even lead to 
injuries as the 
uuderdeveioped 
parts might 




:S ■ t ;:>■ ' 












■■ 'le/iet.,'- 




1 iul b»■ my; 

-■ 'nuunb n.> |);n i n.ifnti; n- 
11 ]*.' s!. ni LI 1 f 1 ly I ;n 1 jO !'■ ‘d 
b\' t } M. ri ‘SI oJ' 11: t kI V 1 ( 
;vf}i; d; 1 !ik ’!int - bnd . 

1 hiMk ( V' 1 be ‘<q)^nd'Sl 
b ie;k j'l ‘ y.'s I:y u j 

have ! I; Sp^ 

Inrtyine y )i i;y 
Ibi'eaeb tb.' :e^,i, (.d V-iu:- 
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;j r; 1 i y;t • b.UTei 
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S1 Mil' 

1 nrileb nl ir'k 

;; i e 1 
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n: e 1 
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m!. 1 
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■[ji- ;\: 
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THE FALDO FORMULA 


Pressure 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 





Tour grip presmrA^ 

UT ADDRESS 
VShOOLOBEAS 
\U0HT AS POSSIBLE.VV 
\|p YOU HOLD ON \ 
\TOO TIGHTLY .THE \ 
\TENSI0NINY00R 1 
'ti^XHANDSV/ia 

lo TOUR 
» forearms AND 
* W}\ SHOULDERS,. 




■ , /FROM SUCH A 

; V /TIGHT'POSiriON 
/A SMOOTH 
. /gAKEAWAY 
. / BCCOMES ALMOST 
/IMPOSSIBLE. SO 



Cut out Tension 

\s:V! ' 


impossible 10 
take THECLUli 
AWAY FROM TUE 
BALL AT A 
CONSISTENT 
PACE IF THE 
GR1PI5T00 71GKT 







UNNLC^biAKY PKtbbURt 
TRANSMITS TENSION FROM 
THE NANDbTO M 
FOREARMS I / 
' AN D USUALLY 1/ 

VL£AD 5 rOA II 

■ JEKKT |V 

takeaway., r 


-V EXPCRlMENr TO bLE 

^ HOW lightly you can 

GRIP WHILE STILL 
HAINTAINING YOUP HOLD 
ON THE CLUB FROM 
ADDRESS TO TOP or 
THE ISACKSWINO.. 


Figure of Eight Test 



V;/ 

./ V 


In 


yy 


How tightly 
Should \ou hold 

Y0URCLU87THE 
ANSWER IS SIMPLE 



m 

[n: 


I HOLD ON JUST ENOUGH 50THAT NO 
TENSION CREEPS FROM MY HANDS 
INTO MY WRISTS 



HOLD ACLUB UP IN FRONT OF YOU AND 
make a figure of EIGHT. IF TOUCAN DO 
THAT SMOOTHLY. YOUR WRISTANDHANDS 
ARE NICELY REUXED, READY TO BEGIN 
THE SWING. 
















niHE caoe ofinlBaing umpries has 
A always been a omnmcm 
(xxnirrenoe in local league 
matches. Nowadays the fever is 
slowly but surely spreading to the 
Rapji level too. Cricket umpiring 
has become a very cheap job these 

daya with umpiraa alavatad to 
Rai^i levels without even the 
oonventional written test. In fact, 
Raiiji oricdceters with an 
appearance record of 30 or more 
matches are given preference over 
professional umpires. Umpiring 
is a job that demands both interest 
and application. In England the 
job is taken very seriously by the 
umpires as it’s the source of bread 
and butter for them. In India 
umpiring has always been a 
secondary job as the umpires 
always have a secured job and 
hence do not take umpiring too 
seriously. 

Delhi had to move out of the 
Raivji tie on aocoimt of the absence 

of th« umpiros. Thingw oaimot bo 

allowed to carry on this way for 
long. The BCCI would do well to 
pay a little more attention when 
they appoint umpires for first 
class matches. 

C.K. SUBRAMANJAM. 

Madraa. 



Wliafs0Dlii(oa? 


I AM a regular reader of 

Sportsworld. Do we change the 
name to Filmworld? Instead of 
bestowing the images of those 
film stars* in the issue dated 6—12 


SporfsbMi’/d 


tw nii^iHaii fli Hrnmmtn RmIw iwe 

1 . Mm ot vhMhmm a vd • PMiM aviiv am 


iiBhRul»a«l 


Toooai 

1 


4 Mlar llimw M Khm PMA a f*nMls Biriw Sksai. 

Catcun 700 001 

l>M 


r PMrIu LM. 0 Pr«Uta imtm 8m. 


mafOw MM mMt 
0 Omra miMlm r 

C mi 700 0 D 1 ^ 

KwiMr SMte. Mart Kiinv SMur, ANMNumar a«li» OT Wair 
ol mhor aoiiMM Kimr iHhar. aPrlMB Saiwt am. Cilnaik 
100001 ■ 

I, i|a Kim OniL iwsMy OMM* OM aw MMn am Mow 

■M Ml* M a« m of HIT imwMM ano MM 



Peb, you could have provided rare 
pictures of few of the eminent and 
valiant sports personalities. 
Maybe you could have given us 
pictures of Azharuddin* Sergio 
Qoychochea, or maybe even 
Gabriela Sabatini. 

There are many magazines in 
our country to propogate the 
reputation of film stars. 
Sportsworld is the only magazine 
which exposes superbly and 
vividly the sports personas. Please 
continue to concentrate on sports. 

I would always prefer to utter 
"Mera Sportsworld Mahaan.” 
SHABNAM THAKURIA. 

Dhubri, 


WluUaclian 0 B 


niHE heavyweight crown of 
Jl boziug travelled a long way in 
the yaax 1990. It went ftom Tyson 
to Douglaa and then to Holyfield. 

It was a long journey for Holyfield 
who was disqualified in the 1984 
Olirmj^. But the question that 
remains to be answered is whether 
he can survive in this age of raw 


power. 

Mike l^son and Qeorge 
Foreman are too powerful for the 
other modem heavyweights. It 
will be an achievement 
for Holyfield if he wins against 
Tyson and Foreman. 

When All was in Calcutta 
recently I asked him the question. 
If All had fought Tyson in his 
prime, who would have won?’Ali 
smiled and repUed, **He wins 
whom Allah favotnrs”. From the 
days of 'The Greatest’, it was Ali 
The hiimble’. His greatness made 
me smile, his htunhleness made 
me think- 
FARHATKHAN. 

Calcutta. 


ItekUsh 


I WANT to draw your attention to 
the issue dated 6—12 Feb. ‘91, 
that had Pooja Bedi on the cover. 
From the commercial point of 
view I agree that it is necessary 
for every magazine to cater to 
public taste. But being a regular 
reader of the magazine ever sinoe 

ita inception, what hiu’lB me Is the 
particular aspect of our taste that 
was given ‘a tickle’ by those 
pictuiw. 

Sportsworld is and should remain 
exclusively a sports magazine. 
ABHIJITKUNDU. 

Hoogly. 




A T long last Boris Becker has 
nreached the pinnacle that he 
had been craving to attain.. .the 
number one spot. This proves 
Becker to be the greatest 
champion of the nineties and 
further gives credence to him 
being an all court player. Boris is 
a. well mannered player, who loves 
and respects the game. 
S.SDREm, 

Madurai. 


The cover art work of 
8|port M w ri d 87 Feb-SMarand 
. A*.lSliar^lliVMiitadsby 
BnbbtSM 

' , S . 

^! ..In 


iiMeh. 1881 
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h, ifit wasn’t 

I ■ lor my back. ” 

I I IX^» tins lint; 

'-figure often 

in your day? lias 
backaches been the 
reason for your not 
doing that ‘extra' bit at 
home and work? 
Backac^he is one of the 
most common ailments 
that afflict the modern 
man, in his quest to 
better his standard of 
living. It all stalled the 
day when man finally 
decided to use just two of 
his limhs to elevate 
himself from the rest of 
creation. 

Most back ailments 
are tJie results or unUue 
stress being placed on 
the spine. Consider 
these facts. Your spine 
has U) suppoTl about 
half the weight of your 
body It also houses 
many intricate? nerves 
that control important 
body functions. Theories 
of back pain arc as 
complex as the back 
itselh but the fact 
remains that 90 pier cent 





mh- 










of backaches are the 
result of man abusing 
that vulnerable part of 
the body 

A vast majority of 
back problems aie the 
result of weak and 
mushy abdominals. So 
the next time someone 
tells you that your abs 
are not firm enough, do 
sometnin g aixiui it, cos 
then you're gonna save 
yourself a lot of agony 
Every time you ‘freak 
out’ at the dinner table 
remember that the 
excess weight you are 













I'-' 

.t.X. 


I fTr 




going to put around the 
midsection is sure going 
to place a lot of stress on 
the spine. 

Weak abs do not 
relieve the situation and 
you have a spine that is 
working overtime to 
keep. If the abs are firm. 
they help m 
maintaining a correct 
posture that goes a long 
way in keeping olT Iheeo 

pains. On the other hand 
abs that are mushy lead 
to an incorrect posture 
which is responsible for 
the evil. 

Here are a few other 
causes of lower back 
dysfunction. 


Herniated Disc: An 

extremely painful 
situation where the disc 
gives way and the 
nucleus oozes out to 
strike a nerve The pain 
travels slowly down the 
back of one or both legs. 
This condition is often 

reforred to ae a wlippod 

disc' 


Degenerative 
Conditions: wc.iike 

all living creatunis, are 
subject to the process of 
aging. It is degenerative 
because the rate at 
which the bones break 
down exceeds the rate of 


bone growth renewal. 
As you get older your 
spine has less 
lubrication, the muscles 
weaken, and the 
ligaments stretch out of 
shape. The best defence 
against this is building 
sti’ong and conditioned 
muscles. 


Damaged Facet 
Joints: Tucjuborttie 
facet joints are to 
connect the vertebrae. 
Worn ligaments, and 
weak muscles force the 
facet joints to bear more 
weight This excess 
weight push the facets 
together, leading to 
nerve irritation and 
a cute pain. 

Strained Muscles: 

Musr;les are composed of 
blood vessels and nerves 
that, cannot take much 
iiTitation. If a muscle 
tears it results in severe 
spasms. Treat tiglit and 
torn muscles with 
massage, bod rest, light 
exercise and gentle 
stretching. 

Now that you know 
the common causes of 
backaches, why live 
with it when the cure is 
only a walk away - the 
gym? By getting those 
I abs—and bac^k -into top 


shape you can prevent a 
majority of aches and 
pains 

Once you reach the 
gym, go in for slow half 
abdominal crunches and 
upper back extension 
movements. An 
extension movement is 
performed by lying on 
your stomach and 
lifting your upper body 
Keeping your Hack Hat, 
your head and chest 
down, and your chin 
against your chest, raise 
your upper body slowly 
about an inch or two, 
hold for a couple of 
seconds and then lower 
youselfdown Proceed to 
j cfo this 25 times for 
starters. 

Posture and body 
mechanics also play an 
imphrl.ant role in 
preventing those aches 
and pains. Pay a little 
attention to all that you 
have been doing for 
years, so much so that 
I iiuw these actions are 
controlled by the 
subconscious part of 
your brain. We are 
talking of actions like 
walking standing, 
sittmgmotice the way 
you are slumped on that 
chair of yours? - and try 
to perfect them because 
it eventually leads to a 


loss of muscle tone in 
the abdomen and the 
lower back. Both 
hunching over and 
leaning forward are 
wonderful ways to 
mutilate that back of 
yours. 

If you work slumped 
over your desk, get up 
every half an hour or so, 
walk around and once in 
a while stretch that body 
of yours It won 't take 
you long to feel the 
difference. When you 
are driving, remember 
to bring the seat as close 
asfx>ssible The further 
the seat, the greater is 
the curvature of the 
spine and so is the stress 
placed on the spine If 
your job requires you to 
stand for long periods of 
time, keep a low sUx>l 
ready so that once in a 
while you can elevate 
one leg of yours This 
way you are in a 
posterior pelvic tilt 
position, and this puts 
less St ram on the" spine 
Also learn to lift 
objects properly When 
you are lifting 
something you are 
putting a lot of pressure 
on your spine So the 
next time you get up to 
lift something tighten 
your abs and bac;k 
muscles. Keep your hips 
tucked and your bac^k as 
flat as pcissible Bend 
your knees and use the 
pxDwerful muscles in 
your hips and thighs 
Never lift cumbersome 
objects from cxld angles. 
Also avoid lifting with 
jerky motions, and 
transfer the weight 
slowly cai execution of 
the lift. You aix surely 
inviting disaster if you 
lift with your knetJS 
locked. I 

Remember, don’t take i 

that back of yours for 
granted. Treat it right 
and it will keep you | 

straight and going. # j 


BACKUP 
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A tennis Ikreak lotft in Uie desert is lanky to find a place to 
rest,... Imt rules are rules! 




Wear a Power cricket shoe 
and have the world 
at your feet, 

f Well, all rights the West Indies, 
England,Australia and Pakistan,) 


If you are facing the fury of Marshall, Fraser, Alderman 
\or Imran, you have to he sufficiently prepared. 

Which may explain why Ravi Shastri wears only Power 
pricket shoes in international cricket. 

[ ''IPs comfortable. It's lightweight. IPs flexible, ” 

\Shastri. ''And it's designed to protect against injury while 
stealing a quick single. ’ 

Which means a shoe that is made of soft, supple leather. 
With a sole that isn't stiff — it bends. And which has extra 
cushioning to protect the heel and the Achilles' tendon. 

Add to this a perforated 'upper'for breathability and 




The professional cricket shoe. 





SPOTLIGHT 


W HERE’S 

pa™. 

WHITB¬ 

READ. 

and 

what is she doing 
nowadays? It’s a cruel 
world and as long as she 
was gobbling up world 
records, the sporting 
public knew her and 

loved her. 'Britain’e own 

Child’, the banners could 
well have read, except 
that she was not of 
British origin. But that 
didn’t matter one 
bit^-success counted, 
being an import was 
irrelevant. 

Then enter Tessa 
Sanderson another 
import, and Whitbread 
had company. The fight 
for the women’s javelin 
top spot had begun—in 
the field and out of it. 
After an initial hurst of 
resistance which 
flickered till Seoul ’88, 

Whitbread dropped out 
of the circuit with a 
silver medal and an 
aggravated shoulder 
u^ury. A lesser 
oomp^tpr would have 
perlupe given up the 
ghost when a second 
shoulder 

(^Miration—following a 
partially successful first 
oce—appeared finally to 
have ended a glorious 
ohapterin world qx>rt. 


Add to that a couple of 
barbs by a fellow 
competitor: read Miss 
Sanderson, and 
Whitbread realised that 
she forgot to carry along 
her oxygen tank when 
she plunged into the 
depths of 
despair...result, 
asphyxiation! 

Sanderson accused 

Whitbread of eoaehing 

an Aussie prior to the 
Commonwealth Games. 
It would have seemed 
okay tiy anybody’s 
standards. But if you’re 
a Brit and coaching an 
Aussie! No way Jose. 

Despair. That’s the 
word that goaded 
Whitbread into making 
a comeback. It has been 
three years since that 
silver in Seoul—an 
eternity in sport—but 
her resolve to claw her 
way back to the top has 
only briefly been in 
question. 

Whitbread adxnitted: 
“At times I hit rock 
bottom when I thought 
my career was over. I 
love the sport. If I never 
throw the javelin 
competitively again, it 
vrill be a sad day because 
it has been part of my 
life since 1 left school. 

“I try not to think like 
that and push on 
thinking there is still a 
silver lining ahead." But 


A lesser competitor would have 
perhaps given up the ghost when a 
second shoulder operation 
appeared finally to have ended a 
glorious chapter in world sport. 
Add to that a couple of barbs by a 
fellow competitor: read Miss 
Sanderson, and Whitbread realised 
that she forgot to carry along her 
oxygen tank when she plunged into 
the depths of desimir...resu]t, 
asphyxiation! 


this medically enforced 
break firom athletics has 
given the female version 
of Thor a difforent 
perspective to sport. 
“For so long I was 
blinkered to anything 
outside athletics after 14 

And then’s nothing 
better than golfing 
around if 

you vnnt to have a 

awingingtime 
















WhHbraad’t iMdy for tiM Iniirt and sh« mlglit 
Kurt be mtfdng hor loot MO 


Fathiia Whitbread’S 

BACK 

IN 



IE 
HUNT 


jearaasas^nior 
ifttemattonaJ. ” lliiB 
' haaage haa allowed her 
to dev^kip an intereat for 
i nythinffaporty. but 
( -utaide the athletic 
• irole. "nayingother 
pozia haa made me 
alaaced and more 
' onfident. Now I realise 


there is more to life than 
juat athletics, and I ■ 
know a time will come 
when I will have to go 
out into the real world.” 
The truth is, that she's 
already taken a few 
faltering steps towards 
realify. 

“In feet, Tve already 


started working on 
behalf of some athletes 
in the marketing, 
advertising and 
inomotional fields, and 
this has played an 
important part in coping 
with not competing.” 

Whitbread now plays 
sqpiaah. golf and swims 
a little. She views it as a 
way of getting ready for 
the day of reckoning. 
Before the ipjxiry forced 
her out. she plasred the 
odd game of squash, but 
now she lines up the 
males—several <rf them 
county standard—to 
play against her. She 
took up golf six months ' 
ago. “The gdf swing 
and sqpiash are not fer 
removed feom throwing 
the javelin." she 
admitted. Her fitness 


rate has now crept up to 
around 80 percent and 
fortunately for her 
javelin throwers can go 
cm till their mid-tfairties. 

1 wont know whethw 
1 can defend my world 
title in Tedeyo until 
mid-summer. I plan to 

low-key meets, 
bcqiefully alongside 
some of the top men,” 
she explains. But 
nothii^ less than the 
thought of returning 
mddlarates her. To 
compete among the best 
and if sheer 
determination and ^ 
willpower form part of 
this exciting package, 
then shell be there at 
Tokyo and throwing her 
brains out. 

OOUntESVrMMnMTVRR 

l>H0f0<mM>HS:A8MrEAtVMS 


Alittlebit of squash helps get Fatima’s b^uied 
arm Into shape 
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A.t the 

National Ht)using Bank, 
we understand the diversity 
called India. 

We appreciate that 
different people have 
different needs. Different 
limitations. And different 
cap>abilities. 

And yet, we are working to 
help each one of them. 

Striving to help them 
realize a once-in-a-lifetime 
dream. 

A dream of a house of their 
own. 

An inspiring challenge 

NHB was thus bom of a 
a)mmitmcnt to the housing 
needs of an entire nation. 
Two years ago. 

As a wholly owned 
.subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

An ajx*x institutkxi to 
promote, strengthen and 
support tlie country’s housing 
finance .system. 

Working towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All”. With the 
motto “Small Man First”. 

The task IxTore us is truly 
stupendous. 

Wliat with a cokxssal 
.shortage of housing. Seme 
builtki^le land. F^scalating 
constniction costs. And 
lunusing 1 xxtjining 
incTtusingly unaffordable for 


a lai]^ segment of our — 

population. yy 

Making shelter p^ible on 1 l\ 

this scale is a daunting I I j 

SNHB’s band of ftCll, 

dedicated professkxials — - , ii 

drawn from various our bluest challenge 

disciplines— it is the life-fcMce 


it is the life-fcMce 


of their missicMi. 


A dedicated commitment 

NHB’s flagship programme 
— the unique Home Loan 
Acrount Scheme — is a 
refleaion of that commitment. 

A .scheme that makes 
owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NHB is also promoting 
the cause of housing in cither 
ways. 

By refinancing kms to 
individuals thnxigh banks, 
housing finance cximpanies 
and cxxiiierative iustitutions. 

Facilitating project loans for 
land devekpment to public 
agencies, professional 
developers and ax^ratives. 

Supporting rental housing 
projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In faa, NHB has already 
disbursed over Rs. 300 
crores. To help provide 
shelter to over one lakh 
twenty thousand families. 

Our sights are set even 
higher in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that wc are determined to 
cximplete. 






Housing for millions.We’re making it happen. 





) provide what people can smilingly afford. 


UJ 


NATIONAL 
HOUSING BANK 


(Wholly owned by the Reseivc Bank of India > 

Hindustan Times House. 6th Floor, 18-20 Kasturba Gandhi Marg. New Delhi 1 to 001 
Bombay lie Building. 3rd Floor, 45 Veer Nariman Road. Fort. Bombay 400 023 













>HOTO FEATURE 



'il^ii0iiiM>' 

‘Cmm • 


aim*« wuy... 

Im next time 
jfou marvel at a 
slim Chinese 
giripifotietting 
on some 
gymnastic 
apparatus, 
remember this 
visual of a 
child 

grimacing as 
she pits her 
frati self 
Heinst gravity, 
fne corns and 
calluses might 
be painful 
(inset) but the 
thought of 


ismcenave 

enough 

(Itight) 
jlo, this isn’t 
me latest style 
in tying 
shoelaces. It’s 
justa 

breattitaking 
example of the 
. standard of 
fitness the 
l^dnesewayof 






A chipped slab of concrete and 
3 few bricks are enough for the 
grooming of future world table 
tennis champions. And, judging 
by the number of Kids waiting 
their turn, the Chinese 
domination of this sport is 
going to continue for some 
years more 
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I GNORANCE they say 
is bliss. But ignorance 
can also be quite 
annoying. Take the case 
of my wife. The other 
day she rang up saying 
that some of her col¬ 
leagues wanted to know 
how many goals Calcut¬ 
ta had won by. The in¬ 
formation she actually 
wanted was how Bengal 

had fared on the lost d.ay 

Of their Ranji Trophy 
quarter-final against 
Karnataka. Now try 
explaining to someone 
like that how Bengal 
won thanks to the 'quo¬ 
tient rule’ even though 
they had scored less 
runs and lost more wick- 
ets than their oppo¬ 
nents. 

Which reminds me of 
last weekend, when she 
condescended to sit and 
watch BBC’s hour long 
programme on the 
‘Sports personality of 
the year (1990) award.’ 
Ghe liked the accompan 



ing music she claimed. 
Bet you, she was waiting 

for St glance at Gary 

Lineker’s legs. 

But what foxed her 
was how Paul Gascoigne 
was named the personal¬ 
ity of the year. "What 
did he win?" was her 
question. 

"Oh, his team finished 
fourth in the World Cup 
and he did very well in 
the tournament/* I man¬ 
aged. 

“But he didn’t win any¬ 
thing!" she insisted. 

“His team won the 
fairplay trophy in Italy 
and he won the hearts of 

many people.’* I tried. 


“But how can he be the 
person of the year if he 

Koon’t won anything at 

all?" she persisted. 

Which got me think¬ 
ing. True. The Yanks 
love winners.. .as long as 
they are winning. But 
the Brits; oh boy, they 
just love losers. How else 
can you explain the mas- 
sive media-hype for 
Eddie Edwards the skier 
who’s only claim to fame 
was fear. At the last Win¬ 
ter Olympics he claimed 
he was scared to death 
everytime he stoexi at the 
edge of the ski jump. 
The Brits thought it was 

th© greatoei thing on 


Linford Christie in disguise in Iceland in case he i s recognised as 
the man who always finishes second 














earth; admitting his fear 
and yet doing it. 

Or Frank Bruno. The 
gentle giant who hung 
around for five rounds 
against Mike Tyson and 
walked away a mil¬ 
lionaire demi-Qod. 

Or Linford Christie. 
The sprinter who has 
more second place 
finishes than the Beatles 

hod hit rcrords. 

He is hailed and hero- 
worshipped in Britain as 
the fastest man...in 
Europe and the Com¬ 
monwealth. Ha, big 
deal. I bet you couldn’t 
even name three world 
class European sprin¬ 
ters. So, every time Lin¬ 
ford goes up against 
world class opposition 
you can bet your pants 
that he’ll finish seijond. 
That seems to be his des¬ 
tiny. Why, at the Seoul 
Olympics although he 
finished third in the 
100m he was awarded 

the silver medal after 

Ben Johnson was dis¬ 
qualified. And Linford 
mind you,is so cheesed 
off with coming second 
that the other day when 
American sprinter 
Leroy Burrell beat him 
for the sixth successive 
time, Christie was so 
humiliated by Burrell 
looking back at him that 
he threatened to kill the 
American. Burrell was 
unperturbed. Cos’ it 
wasn’t the first time a 
bad loser, was threaten¬ 
ing to kill him. 

Second again, Lin¬ 
ford! 

However, rumour has 
it that Christie's death- 
threat* has elevated him 
to even greater star- 
status in Britain. And if 
my wife wants to know 
why, I've got my answer 
ready. At least one En¬ 
glishman’s got the guts 
to take revenge for Sal¬ 
man Rushdie. 

Amiy O'Brien 






















INTRODUCING 


Old Spice 

MOISTURISER. 

Made for a man's skin. 

In a man's world you need a 
man's dry skin treatment 
Old Spice Moisaaisef, 
Creamy, soothingf[ 

Old Spice Motsaaiser 
those dry spots, gen^. 
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'4H radiais are not 
^hefpme. 


IMien you want the 
best radial tyre for your 
car, find out wKat's under 
the tread. Steel. Or 
ordinary textile fabric. 

Or fibreglass. 

. fbbrk or fibreglass 
can never match the 
efficocy of steel. Only 
steel belted radiais 
enhance the 


performonce of your eaf> 
By way of increased fu^ 
efficiency/more mifeage 
and better rood grip on 
any and every tdnd of 
rood. 

Ihot's why 97% of the 
worid ricks on steel 
belted radiais. 

So give your car the 
odvcmlcige of steel. Feel 
the unmatched power 
and safely of steel radiais 


whiti braking/ 
corhtH'Ing ond driving, 
evm on wet roods. 

SAnIchlothe 
werld>eless steel radial. 
Only from ilC 
IK$ the Real Radial. 


Write in lelnMNr 


i -f' 'ft 


- ' hy 


Mr. S.V. Sri ei veecHi/ 


J.IC*lndesfcies Ltd., 
3,ieliq d w nh a i i 35nlia >M ni r i b T^ 
New Dellii 110002 '.-''jp 

. 'k- ■ : 

. ' ' 


THe REAL RADIAt 
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VOICES 



ni^tuMnqr filr «lwra0f 


^Wj ipol ntiiwnn , but rre going 
^huiotihto OMMon In ttM moot 
^ itmylhnvogonolnloo 

'fvMwIV W Bl* 

iniSMtfbloeoiiiinitniifrt to eonM 
Iwck, Cwryono lltoMglit IWM 
inOooIng thorn around, but I can 
toi you that anyone artiaknoMra 
mo, Rnaw mat I waa wnmg tna 
truth.” 

NIGEL MANSELL, after he 
laloined WitUams from Ferrari. 


”lfeel attimea I can control It 
bettor than others but I am not 
going to make any excuses and 
rationalise it I can’t think of 
anything positive coming out of 
my behaviour, it’s like smoking 
dgarettes artd you cant stop.” 
JOHN McENROE.onthe 
emotional tirades that have made 
him the bad boy in tennis of the 
decade. 

"The ether adventege England 

have got When PhilTufneil is 
bowling is that he isnt fielding.” 
IAN CHAPPELL maKps a tongue in 
cheek review of Phil Tufnail's 
fielding capabilities. 



"You tell into a black hole, and I 
was afraid of that hole. It’s 
horrible. That deep valley after 
the euphoria, that self 
destructiveneas almost made 
me prefer staying at No. 2, to 
having to go through all of that 
again.” 

BORIS BECKER, in an interview 
on Ns emotional letdown after his 
oncourt triumph. 


"it is defInliBly harder to stay Mt 
the top toan to reach tt. My 
oofibaei wHhlnier has. anattier 
twoandahiMyaaratorim.' 
Bantog ktlury, I MmM sMii.lia 
fdayina whan I aal Mor is. Hwh 
limajto toaiay toiaeiM^ 
toleitii'aoouteiid.adiriiaa^oif'a 9 ik. 


L0rHARMAT1>M^,fl««iii^the 
pinnaeie of suQoaaartoakaaktmiMi 
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1 il *1 may be 40, but I 
lUdontgivea 
damn*. For Sjred 
Kirmaai, orioket over 
ttie yean has been a 
deeply personal matter. 
And now after 
remarkable sttooess in 
the Banji Trophy, he is 
ones again baok in the 
reckoning. In an 
ezolusive interview 
Kirmani talks about his 
anguibh and aspirations 


Ail Thestarsof 
^ U Hollywood take to 
tko tontiia ooiirtB...the 
quest for fitness being 
almost as Impcntant as 
the love of competition. 


^Ombaintno 
■ Csspeotator sport. 
Sports does not only 
mean that you pit your 
skills against 

others.sometimes 

nature is an opponent. 







In their pursuit of 
portoctkm. ewimmere 
now are shaving their 
heeds end wearing 
xero-reslatanoe swim 
suits which, according to 
them, helps them move 
taster. 
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Revenge! Ivan 
Lendl switches 
his tennis racket 
for a golf club 
and takes on 
Stefan Edberg to 
show he*s no 
chicken on 
grass. Well, at 
least, not all 
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Edberg (inset left) 
fortunately doesn't putt 
as well as he volleys, 
while Lendl (right inset), 
Strangely lefthanded, 
tries a httle chip and 
charge, something he 
forgets at Wimbledon 




















SYED KIRMANi. 


I MAY BE 40, BUT 


There are few 
talented people 
on earth who can 
reconcile easily 
to the tragedy of 
not haying lived 
up to their fullest 
potential. 
Especially these 
who are 
convinced their 


Ti^'TnTTF 


possihllltles were 
disrupted In 
mldpassage not 
by their own 
Incompetence, 
but Iniustice, the 
legacy of which 
never ceases to 
hurt... 
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DON’T GIVE A DAMN 


L ike most other people he 
too is BO gently nostalgic, 
when memory takes him 
back to his past moments 
of glory. 

But then, as he thinks of 
his past, almost begins to relish 
the images of lost splendour, 
his thinly bearded jaw suddenly 
stiffens, the nostrils flare, the 
eyes light up with simmering, 
suppressed anger, as his listener 
shares with him a surging gusto- 
of combat. Challenge. 

Frustration. 

There are few talented people on 
earth who can reconcile easily to 
the tragedy of not having lived up 
to their fullest potential. 
Elspecially those who are 
convinced that their thriving 



pB T t& a a i ttg 
■verj^waitatate; 
:$pwljyabOttid 
^tu^li90gi^tomsiceA 
6(md>aak?ItiJiouJdJiiptaattwr 
UapmK3a^40.IfApiagwiB 

titaa^iBiocaiaiFrvna. takiagr 

ahouklbepidBad.lptrmmaiIy 

UbelKirmaiaibBMgotAgood 

realiyjdont wanttooctameixt 
on v^uBtber bet^ 

‘keeperin tbplmd otpat. 
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oareers, their enormous 
possibilities, were disrupted in 
midpassaere not by their own 
incompetence but iiyustice, the 
legacy of which never ceases to 
hurt. 

And tragically, in the case of 
Syed Mujtaba Hussain 
Kirmani. never before did the pain 
strike more fiercely than it has 
now, after the remarkable success 
that he has shown in the recent 
Ranji Trophy. “Well, it does hurt 
to realise that there remained a 
long way ahead of me, which I 
could not traverse for no fault of 
mine. As far as my cricket is 
concerned, a whole range of 
possibilities remained unfulfilled 
even though I continued to be just 
as loyal to my cricket and just as 















KAPIL DEV: 
Kirmaaiia 
lOayingvery 
weU.Ontbe 
teals of iii« 
perBamanoeB 
tieabouldbea^ootediiortbe 
Umr to Australia. I have beard 
and read that be is keeping and 

battinff wall and with goad 
oonaistencfy. He was among the 
top ’keepersottbe world, sobs 
could makes oomebeok. Age 
should not be ocmaidered, Ha, 
player is fit and is in tbrm. 


effective in my performance as 
ever before. And yet my cricketing 
life now faces a ratber sad 
epilogue which it did not deserve." 

It is evident that cricket to Syed 
Kirmani has always been adeeply 
personal matter, which he always 
cared for so intimately, as the 
game in its turn came to evoke in 
him a variety of emotions. To him 
cricket over the years has become 
duty, craft, challenge, 
enthusiasm. And that is exactly 
#hy he could overcome his deep, 
searing frustrations and managed 
to keep himself so sternly fit. 

For, he has always been so 
deeply concerned to 
perform—that guiding light to his 
life is important, for it explains 







the fact that even now hardly 
anyone ever reoorda him doin^ hie 
job imtidyly. tinprofessionally. 
Even now, at around 40, his 
esssential strength and 
cxx)rdination are reflected in his 
almost impecscable wicketkeeping 
and in his unhurried, but 
unwavering movements at an age 
whenmost men are at least 
somewhat shaky. 

It is sad, though, that he has 
been so little seen. 

Maybe, dignity in cricket does 
not necessarily depend on the 
number of years over which one 
can stretch his career; it is 
excellence that should always be 
the leading light, and in that 
context the sad significance of 
Syed Kirmani is that he is still the 
very best wicketkeeper in this 
country and yet remains banished 
from the hallowed circle of 






















BHARATH 
RBDDY: 
Kirmazii ia fit 
axidaeematobe 
performing 
wall. Age 
ahould not be a oriteiion, only 
fltneaaand performances on 
the field. Sol feel thatevenat 
40 Kirmani ia certainly eligible 
for a comeback. Whether he ia 
the beat keeper in the land I 
really can *t say forlhavenot 
seen much of him recently. But 
he baa got runs and fivm all 
accounts he has been keeping 
well. I feel he should make the 
trip to Australia along with 
Kiran More aa it is a long tour 
involving many matches. 


top-class cricket. 

Syed Kirmani last played for the 
country on the 1985-86 tour to 
Australia. The most successful 
Indian ‘keei^er, Kiri has 198 
victims from 88 Tests and has 
scored 2759 runs. In one-day 
cricket he has made 49 
appearances, scored 373 runs and 
has 36 victims under his belt. 

Only Rodney Marsh (96) and Alan 
Knott (95) have played itiore Tests 

and made a grreater name for 
themselves than Kirmani. 

Remarkably consistent in his 
cricket away from the limelight of 
the international arena, Kirmani, 
now poised between frustration 
and optimism abo at a possible 
Australian tour, tells Sportsworid 
of his life in exile and his long, 
lone struggle for survival and 
excellence... 

Sportsworid: At 40 years of age. 


To him cricket 
over the years has 
become duty, 
craft, chaitenge, 
enthusiasm. Amt 
that is exactty 
why he coutd 
overcome his 
deep, searing 
frustrations and 
managed to keep 
himsetf so stemty 
fit. For, he has 
atways been so 
deepty concerned 
to perform—that 
guiding tight to 
his fife is 
important.. 


ia 











do you atill hope and think you 
have a claim for an 
Indian berth? 

Syed Kirmani: 1 don’t g’ive a damn 
to my 40 years. My date of birth is 
none of your business. Not 
anybody's, for that matter. What 
you should be bothered with is my 
utility and my performance. And 
you should also believe in the 
overriding legitimacy of merit, 
which means the best gets lop 
preference, no matter how old he 
may be. You show me another 
man doing better than I in my job 
as a wicketkeeper-batsman. If you 
find none, honestly, you should 
give the best man his due It’s 
simple If you don’t do that then 
that’s unfair,unprofessional. 

But how does one ffet around this 
age problem? There has to be a cut 
off point. Affein^ is a serious 
problem in sport, isn ’t it? 

Well, as a professional game, the 
existing system in Indian cricket 
IS like unfair working conditions, 
ril explain. Ideally, there should 

t4 . . 


‘My date of birth 
is none of your 
business. Not 
anybody’s for that 
matter. What you 
should be 
bothered with is 
my utility and 
performance. You 
should also 
believe in the 
overriding 
legitimacy of 
merit’...Kirmani 


be one single criterion—cpiality 
and competence. Now if you don’t 
believe in that, the Board should 
have a fixed retirement-age. 
Otherwise, how do you solve this 
problem. If you have a fixed 
retirement age. then you can say, 
well since this guy is past the 
statutory age limit, he’s out, no 
matter how good he is. But if you 
don’t have a system like that how 
can you decide whether a man is 


too old, especially when his 
performance remains as good as 
evei* before. If a player’s 
performance betrays his age. 
shows his declining physical 
prowess, chuck him out, without 
hesitation. But if performance is 
not important to you, and you do 
not have a statutory age limit on 
the other Iiand. then how do you 
decide just how old is too old in 
your reckoning? Today, even 
when I’m performing just as well 
as ever before, they are saying my 
40 years is too old for an Indian 
berth. But then they could have 









‘I should not bo 
talking too 
much about 
myself, but It Is 
therefor 
eyeryone to see 
that given the 
circumstances 
and all the 
factors involved 
there should be 
nothing unusual 
for a guy like me 
to make a 
comeback’... 
KIrmani 




Kirmani’s Adversaries 


How good are they? 


I N all likelihood, two 

wicketkeepers will be taken 
to Australia next season, for 
the simple reason that 
India’s tour Down Under is 
g^ing to be a long one. And so, 
even though he is unlikely to be 
tne nrst choice. Baroaa's 
KIRAN MORE could still make 
the trip. More’s performances 
over the last 15 months or so 
have not been top drawer, but 
his experience (35 Tests and 64 
one-day Internationals) may 
see him through. 

The selectors have been 
•giving More a long rope, right 
from his debut at Lord’s in the 
summer of 1986, though, 
unfortunately he appears to 
have used it only to hang 
himself. Or almost. This writer | 
has seen More on two of his last I 
three full tours j 

abroad—Pakistan in 1989-90 
and England last year. To put it 
mildly, he was disappointing. 

One understands he was not 
much better in the intervening 
tour, to New Zealand, too. 

But why has he been 
persisted with? Because the 
I selectors chose not to look at 
others. At least, not look hard 
enough. The benefit of the j 

doubt has always been in I 

More’s favour. As one of the ! 

selectors recently put it—mind 
I you, not quite j 

convincingly - ‘’Look, More I 

was the sole gloveman in both ! 

Pakistan and New Zealand. i 

And that did affect his I 

performances. That’s why we i 

took two 'Keepers to England. ” 

By this logic. More ought to 
have excelled. Instead, he 
allowed (jooch to script history 
at Lord’s. Other English 
batsman, too, thrived under his | 

generosity. | 

The pro-More lobbyists j 

repeatedly emphasise that he 
chips in with useful scores. ! 

Fair enough. But isn’t j 


wioketkeeping a specialist’s 
job? And. in any case. More has 
only got five 508. So, what’s the 
big deal, anyway? 

Still, because the selectors 
have been soft towards him, the 
28-year-old More cannot be 
written off. Not yet. Even 
though he has provided little 
cheer in recent times. 

B IHAR’S SYEDSABA 

KARIM, though only 24, is 
vastly experienced, thanks 
mainly to hie first-class debut 
as an under-15 in the early 
Eighties. But, somehow, he has 
not caught the selectors’ eyes 
often enough. It's true that he 
went as More’s deputy to the 
Windies in 1986-89, but got few 
opportunities there. 

While no one is claiming the 
bearded Bihar vice-captain has 
the hottest pair of gloves in the 
country,, the fact remains he 
definitely merits a better deal. 
And if getting runs is a plus 
point, then he has got an 
advantage. Some weeks ago he 
struck a double hundred 
against Orissa. 

He wasn’t exceptionally tidy 
in Bihar’s recent quarter-final 
against Hyderabad, but didn’t 
do a bad job on what was a 
vicious turner. In my notebook, 
he is very much in the running 
for the second 'keeper’s job. ^ 
Delhi’s MOHAN 
CHATURVEDI, now 19, was 
spoken of only in laudatory 
terms at the beginning of the 
last season. But when the 
arc-lights held him in focus 
during the Ranji final at the 
Eden Gardens, Chaturvedi kept 
so badly that his supporters 
were totally embarrassed. But 
for that messy showing in an 
admittedly needle-game, 
Chaturvedi, who has kepft for 
India at the colts’ level, would 
have gone to England. 

Why Chaturvedi, rated so 
highly by none other than the 


The selectors have 
been giving More o 
long rope, right from 
his debut ot Lord's in 
the summer of 1^86, 
though, unfortunotely 
he oppeors to hove 
used it only to hong 
himself... 










Asian record-holder Wasim 
Bari, let himself down 
remains a mystery. 
Nevertheless, he should be 
taken into account as he’s 
regarded as one of the few 
‘naturals’ around. 


The other youngster in the 
I reckoning will be Baroda's 
NAYAN MONGIA. More’s 
deputy in England. That More 
also hails from Baroda is a 
disadvantage for him as 
opportunities are few and far 
between. But Mongia 
capitalised on the openings 
that came his way last season, 
and so not many eyebrows were 
raised when he was picked for 
England. 

Despite the limited exposure, 
Mongia appeared to have 
profited from encounters with 
the legendary Alan Knott. And 

on the evo of the preeent aeaaon 

it seemed Mongia would gain 
from More’s lapses in England. 
But then came the high-profile 
season-opener, the Irani 
Trophy in Bangalore, and 
Mcmgia fumbled in the 
presence of the entire selection 
committee. 

Had Mongia done well in 
Bangalore, he, and not More, 
would have donned the 
national gloves in this season’s 
only Test, against the Lankans 
in Chandigarh. 

It is unlikely that any 
gloveman outside these four 
can give any competition to 
Rimuini who vu^ouhtedly io 
Still the front-runner for the 
berth of the first wicketkeeper 
of the Indian team for 
Australia. But, then our 
selectors have sprung 
sunrises. Who knows, the Five 
Wise Men may actually stump 
usaU... 



said that when I was 29 years old. 
It’s an absolutely arbitrary and 
subjective thing to decide how old 
is too old. 

You aaid there ia no one 
performing^ better than you. Do 
you mean the present players, to 
be specificKiran More, isnotgood 
enough or inferior to you... ? 

Well, I don’t want to be personal. 
And I would not like to make any 
uununent on this. That won't De in 
good taste. But I would expect 
everyone, the selectors, the press 
and Just about any cricket 
watcher to keep their eyes open 
and be objective. It is all there for 
everyone to see. Just be honest 
and recognise the truth. 

You left Karnataka for Railways, 
because you said your state was 
using you as a batsman which you 
did not like. But now your success 
with the bat in theRanji Trophy 
has enhanced your claim for a 
return to Test cricket... 

Oh, yes, it has. But the fact is I see 
myself more as a wicketkeeper 
than anyUiing else. I cannot bear 
it when I see the slightest 
poseibuity of siiumg down from 

Nayan Mongia; 

In the reckoning 






Saba Karim: 

vastly experienced 


Uhandnilhelsp SaM 


17 








Kirmani’s comeback hopes are Just 
gossip page masala, nothing mere... 


S YED KIRMANI’b recent 
success on the domestic 
circuit with the bat—a 
century against Bengal 
in the Ranji quarter 

final appears to Have sednoed 

the media Into believing that 
Kojak can well make a 
comeback. Kirmani told the 
press that he was optimistic. If 
1 was 38 and keeping wickets 
for a living, Fd be more 
confident of my son’s chances 
of playing for India than my 
own. Whatever that means. 

Kirmaiii argued that age 
should not be a deterrent; he 
was fit; his ability waa still to 
his advantage and 
theoretically, why should he 
not play for India? 

If optimism was a horse, then 
Kirmani would have been 
riding the Derby. Let’s face it. 

bia desparate-to-oome*baok 

statements are good gossip 
page maaala, nothing more. No 
malice intended. Reasons: one, 
age is inversely proportionate 
to appearances for India and 
whether one likes it or not, the 
graph dips alarmingly beyond 
35. It is a particularly Indian 
mentality that youth is the 
panacea for all our headaches; 
Raj Singh’s policy guidelines of 
a team for the Nineties and 
investment in youth cannot 
have h^ped Kirmani’s 
insomnia. 

Two, wicketkeeping may be a 
highly visible offioe on the field 
but it has few tangible 
measui-eiuente. A wicketkeeper 

may put in a perfectly normal 
day behind the stxunps, 

I missing nothing while not 
I being required to do anything 
I speotacnilar either. On the 
I scorecard it wouldn’t register 
at all, as opposed to a batsman 
whose streaky 50 would be 
labelled ’useful’ and two lucky 
wickets turning an analysis at 
lO-3-ai-a into “vital'. 


But for a wicketkeeper there 
would be fewer black-and>white 
badges of success; he takes 
longer to prove; he seldom 
replaces another wicketkeeper 
t»cauBe he is keeping better, as 
a result, the turnover of 
wicketkeepers is low; a bowler 
may come and go, but a 
wicketkeeper stays on a 
longer-term basis. 

The two factors are 
interconnected in Kirmani's 
case. If you push him into the 
Indian team now, you give him 
a lease of at least a couple of 
series/years unless he keeps 
atrociously (unlikely). By 
which time SMHK would be 43 


and going by s^aotCHEial allergy 
for middle-age. they'd have to 
get rid of him for a 2i-year-old 
from some vague state whose 
name you would never have 
beard before. So It cdwcqrs 
happens. 

Sometimes, as it transpires, 
pure wicketkeeping ability 
does not remain the sole 
criterion. Selectors start 
sniffing for the 
extra-curricular. If the 
wicketkeeper can bat, then 
there’s a stronger case for his 
retention/selection. Indian 
cricket has taken to the Theory 
of Utility with a vengfeanoe; 
more limited-overs specialists 








are JA o&nnU*td<m now thaa 
perhafiiei^ inthe bistoiy of 
this opua^’e cricket; batsmen 
can bcmd a t^t> tall-enders 
seldom bsve an dd-liMhioned 
sIOGr these days, beint: exhorted 
to huild* innings and fimstrate 
the oppositicm. nils 
Uniited<over8 mentality has 
made serious batsman out of 
wicketkeepers; jvist a couple of 
eeaecaui. ago, Sambaran 
Bansrjee promoted nunseir as 
an opener and hit a century in a 
Ranji aemi'final. 

There have been niunerous 
instances of wicketkeepers 
doubting as successful 
batsmen. Leslie Ames applied 
to Kent as a batsman, was 
refused, was advised to apply 
as a wicketkeeper instead, 
made the grade, vrontontoplay 
47 times for England, effected 
07 dismissals behind the 
stumps—and hit 8 centuries, 
average 40.56. 

Godfrey Evans retired with 
216 dismissals and two Test 
centuries; Alan Knott bettered 
the record with 269 victims and 
nve centuries, and was 
acknowledged as one of the 
better players of spin bowUng 
in the England team. Rod 


Kirmoni orgued thot oge 
shoHid not be o deterrent; 
he was fit; his obility was 
still to his odvontoge ond 
theoretically# why should 
he not ploy for Indio? If 
optimism was o horse, 
Kirmoni would hove been 

riding the Derby ess 


Marsh made 3 Test centuries 
and lifted the number of Test 
dismissals to a new high—355. 

Yet the important criterion 
for getting the Test halo must 
always tie sheer wicketkeeping 
ability. Choose your best 
wicketkeeper and rest content 
the Instructional manuals tell 
us. Australia opted for Wayne 
PhliUps as a stopgap and 
regretted; Pakistan almost 
went in for Taslim Arif over 
Wasim Bari but turned wise; 
England in the late Fifties 
experimented with Roy 
Swetman for the Ashes series of 
1958>56 over Godfrey Evans 
and foimd the young man 
dropping catches ad breaking 
the stumps before collecting 
the ball. 

On the other hand for 
‘keepers with genuine ability, 
you have Bertie Oldfield who, 
when he stvunped you, operated 
as if with an anaesthetic, said 
Cardue; there was the 
anonymouB Don Tallon, rated 
by Sir Don Bradman as the 
greatest-ever; you had the likee 
of Qodirey Evens who stood up 
to Alec Bedser so that if the 
batsman wanted to jxunp out 
and drive he would be scared of 
missing the ball, and if he stood 
entrenched and tried to play 
from his eyrie, the batsman - 
ended up domg something 
stupid. 

Perhaps I sound like a 
heretic, but one SMHK rubs 
shoulders with the ‘greats' in 
cricket’s hypothetical heaven. 
The mind’s eye can see Kirmani 
rolling over to lus right to 
catch Bacchus off, who was it, 
in the World Cup final; catch 
Gower off Madan Lai in the 
World Cup series; and stump 
waiters off Dosni at mqq in 
1980-81. 

I don't watch enough of 
cricket these days to be able to 
say whether the Kirmani of 
1991 is still the Kirmani of 
vintage, but the hunch is that 
even if he is. the selectors won’t 
let him be. Let us passively 
toast our memories and be 
content. 

MwlarFsIbeiys 



Torty years is 
definitely not 
the end of the 
world, 

especially for 
someone who 
has the 
motivation’ 
...Kirmani 



that identity. And that’s why I 
have always been so dedicated to 
my job, keeping extremely fit, 
keeping my concentration intact. 
And still now my whole cricketing 
dreams centre around my 
wicketkeeping. The batting 
success has come as a bonus. 

What is the secret of your keeping 
80 fit at this age? 

First you please get rid of this 
obsession with age. Stop this 'at 
this age, at this age, at this age’ 
nonsense (irritated). Forty years 
is definitely not the end of the 
world, especially for someone who 
has the motivation and who goes 
regularly through the fitness 
grind. You watched me play at 
this Ranji Trophy final for the last 
two days. Did I look tired, 
exhausted, as if my knees were 
creaking? No, definitely not, Tm 
sure (visibly angry now). 

And think of it, they chucked 
me out almost 10 years ago, when 
logic sayvs that I must have been 
even fitter than 1 am now 
Records show that many of the 
world's greatest wicketkeepers 
have done quite well late in life ... 
Yeah, but in India, who cares? I 
should not be talking about 
myself too much, but it is there for 
everyone to see that given the 
circumstances, and all the factors 
involved, there should be nothing 
unusual for a guy like me to make 
a comeback. • 









Interesting snippets from the world media that we don’t normally hear about. 


^^OURTEEN 
Ij qualified coaches of 
the National 
Institute of Sports 
have laiinched an 
in definite hunger strike 
in protest against denial 
of employment by the 
Maharashtra 
government. 

The State government 
had denied them jobs 
since 1963 despite 65 
vacancies. They alleged 
that 14 NIS coaches 
were recruited, mostly 
from Satara district, the 
home town of the sports 
minister. Sham 
Ashtekar. The State 
director of sports and 
youth services, R 
Pradhan, said that the 
selection was done on 
merit. 

And while this dispute 
is being sorted out the 
unemployed NIS 
coaches are going about 
their normal business, 
i.e, being hungry! 

aWRilAUll^^ 

WTAPIL DEV and his 
A company, Dev 
Features are 
di versifying at an 
amazing rate. The latest 
venture that has been 
undertaken is the 
sponsorship of the 
Federation Cup Hookey 
Championship. 

Kapil Dev and his 
associate Lokesh 

SlhfirinH m(»t thto 

president of the Indian 
Hockey Federation, 
Mohammed Aslam Khan 
to finalise the rupees 
five lakh deal. Kapil Dev 
has assured the 
organisers, Aslam Khan 
and former national 
coach Jaman Lai 
Sharma. that they would 
help out in other matters 
apart from providing 



sponsorship for the 
tournament. 

The tournament to be 
held in Lucknow has 
run into a little problem 
because the IHF have yet 
to Approve^ of thA cJubs 
for participation which 
is a new cx)ncept based 
on the Federation Cup 
Football format. A very 
upset Jaman Lai Sharma 
has had the last word on 
this matter, he said, *As 

Aslam Khan and Kapil 
Dev discussing the 
five lakh sponsorship 
deal 


Film Star Mithun 

Chakraborty was the 

main aponaor of tha 

tennis ball cricket 

highest prize money? If 
you guessed the first 
two, you are wrong 
because the highest 
prize money of rupees 
two lakh was up for a 
tennis ball cricket 
tournament. Crazy, isn't 
it! 

The money for this 
night cricket 
tournament came from 
Bollywood with the 
main contributor being 
Mithun Chakraborty. 

His logic was that he 
wanted to give his poor 
fans fi-om Chembur 
something to shout 
about. 

The tournament 
which started at seven in 
the evening and ended at 
two in the morning was 
graced by Madhuri 
Dixit, Dharmendra, 
Jackie Shroff, Aamir 
Khan, Mazhar Khan, 
Qovinda and Rahul Roy. 
















UsfortimAtoly the 
Kirpoors wen absent for 
this tournament which 
was held in Raj Kapoor’a 
memory as they were in 
Pakistan shooting for 
Henna. 

The tournament was 
telecast live over the 
neig^hbourhood cable 
network and around 
18,000 people tumea up 
at the Subhash Maidan 
to see the cricket (or the 
stars). TwoBomb^ 
teams made it to the 
jflnal and Rahul XI won 
the tournament and a 
cash prise of rupees one 
lakh. Sanjay Bilai^rekar, 
who was there during 
the final was impressed 
with the standard of the 
game. 


E ' looks like the first 
ynthetic track of 
Bombay has been made 
especially for Zenia 
Ayrton. Well at least it 
seems so, because at the 
inauguration a national 
level athletics meet was 
held and 2^nia clocked 
11.8 sec the State’s 
fastest time in the 1 OO 
mts. She has also been 
seen every day at the 
track practising for the 
hurdles with veteran 
journalist, John Crasto. 
He has a lot of 
confidence on his 
protege and says that 
she is a very resilient 
athlete and will achieve 
a lot in the future. 
P.VJ.Ksr 

WOllEYFOBBMNiiiNi 

S ebastian COE. 34. 

England's double 
Olympic 1.500m gold 
medallist, is to come out 
of retirement to oompete 
In the London 
Marathon. Coe who quit 
full time athletics a year 


ago to oonoentrate on a 
poUtloal career was 
lured back by the 
prospect of raising more 
than $ two million for 
charity. Coe who has 
never run the 
marathon’s 42 km 
dlstfuooe before said, “I 
will be happy to get 
under three hours, but I 
will be even more 
pleased just to finish the 
oourse.” 


Seb Coo is conning out 
Of retirement to run in 
the London Marathon 


Journaiist John 
Crasto Is training 
Zenia Ayrton for the 
hurdles 

ohIce 

r 'HE ice skating rink in 
Kuwait city was 
turned into a mortuary 
by the Iraqis. The rink, 
host to Russian ice 
ballets beloie the 
invasion is where the 
Kuwatis, worried about 
missing relatives, were 
sent to look among 
bodies heaped under 
blankets. 
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When Sunil Gavaskar crossed the momentous 10,000-run mark 
in Tests, four years ago it was thought to be an unbreakable 
record. But the Master batsman had admitted then, that if 
there were batsmen who could erase his record it would be Viv 
Richards, Javed Miandad, Allan Border and David Gower. 
Ironically over the last few months all four of these batsmen 
have crossed major run-getting landmarks, (Javed, Richards 
and Gower the 8,800-run mark and Border the 0,000-run mark) 
and moved closer to Gavaskar. What kind of danger do each of 
these contemporary batsmen pose to Sunil Gavaskar^s world 

record of 10,122 Test runs? 




AhmedAbad, March 7, 1987. The third day of the 
fourth Test between India and Pakistan A delectable 
late-cut eludes the slip cordon and history is made 
A smile. A wave of the bat And Sunil Majiohar 
Gavaskar runs (pardon the pun) into the annals of 
cricketing' folklore. 

10,000 Test runs! They said it could never be 
done. Now they asked, could anyone ever do it 
again? Sure, felt the hero himself **Yes, it is 
possible, Gitvaskatj' ever-griujiuusly admitted, 
adding "for others like Javed, Gower, Richards and 
Border to get to 10, OOO and beyond ” 


BY PRADEEP PAUL 


n HUNDRED and twenty'two runs iater. 

Gavaskar himself was history. The fieiy 
passion that kept his eyes glued to the ball, 
even when it travelled fr'om 
wicketkeeper to slip to mid-off and back to the 
bowler, was flickering The intense concentration 
that was the bane of bowlers all over the world was 
wavering As the man himself put it* "I’m not. 

liviiigry unymorc". 

Why should he be? More runs than anyone in Test 
cricket; mure centuries than anyone in Test cricket: 
more Test appearances than anyone . and God 
knows how many more ‘mores' or 'firsts'. As 
Gavaskar undid the straps on hie pads for the last 
time, cricket struggled to come to terms with the 
loss. Here was a man who had charted hitherto 
unexplored terrain. A man who set his own 
goals .only to reset them almost tJ very next time 
he went out to bat. His achievements wei-e reserved 
for the portals of immortality. 

Or were they? Now, barely four years later, we are 
analysing the feasibility of Gavaskar’s Test 
aggi'egate being eclipsed. Such is the authority with 
which batsmen like Allan Border. Javed Miandad, 
Viv Richards and David Gower have asserted 
themselves that the 10,122 run barrier suddenly 
appears surmountable. The question is: can they 
stick around long enough to get there? 

In the lead, in this four-pronged race, is the 
Australian skipper Allan Border. Ha ving just 



Border's pugnacious style might not be attractive, but 
it sure is effective 




The lazy elegance of Gower has broken 8urface...and 
a small triangular fin is aimed at the lO.OOO-barrier 
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crossed the 9,000-inark—9,013 to be 
precise- during the first Test of the current series 
against West Indies, he’s almost a thousand runs 
clear of the next runner, David Gower, flying high 
on 8,081. thanks to a superb Ashes series in 
Australia. Snapping at Gower’s heels, as he is wont 
to do, is Javed Miandad of Pakistan with 8,064. And 
finally, Viv Richards the West Indian skipper with 
8,053. Four men from four different continents, 
highly individualistic in style, temperament and . 
approach. Gavaskar’s four, if you want to call it 
that. 

Allan Border. Ehoit, stocky and left handed. 
Gritty beyond belief. Hasn’t let poor form or ill 
health bench him for any of the 118 Tests Australia 
have played since 1978-79. Hasn’t even let a 
century-famine, that dates back to his last 24 Tests, 
disillusion him.Instead, he has stuck to the task 
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Not«' The assumption is subject id each player ptayinp two Innlhgji oi 
each match on the basis o1 currem <o*m. 


RECENT FORM 


RECORD IN LAST THREE YEARS 
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Note. While the record ol Ckiwer and Richards is Considerod from the 1988 
senes in England, that of Border and Mtandad is taken from tfie 
beginning of 1968-89 senes in Pakistan (Updated to before the start of 
the West Indies Australia series ] 
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With amazing^ consistency, the same 24 Tests having 
produced over 1.500 runs for him Always leading 
by example. Border has refused ut let captaincy 
shackle him. This pugnacious approach could 
hardly be classified as attractive, yet he remains 
devilishly astute. Clever prods and flicks bring the 
runs while a v/atertight defence thwarts anything a 
devious ixjwler might toss up. At 35 years and seven 

month-s of a^e, he’s certainly not planning* on 

hanging aiound a cricket field much longer. But 
current run aggregate, sheer consistency and his 
exemplary fitness make him the most likely 
candidate to overtake Gavaskar's landmark. Who 
knows, maybe the lure of a 1,000-odd runs is 
enough incentive to keep a greybeard in his flannels 
a little longper than originally planned! 

David Gower. Tall, slim and left handed, the 
epitome of elegance. Enormously stylish. But 


Will age clean bowl Richards before he gets to the 
magic mark? 

frustratingly lackadaisical. Watching him at the 
wicket, a certain langour permeates through the 
proceedings. It’s almost as if this laid-back attitude 
is a carefully thought-out ploy to lull tearaway 
pacemen and fiendish spinner alike. Time almost 
seems suspended as his blade scythes through a 
perfect arc to virtually caress the ball to the fence. 
Timing is what Gower is all about. Going by current 

form, Gower is certainly a. man to watch for the 

record. Still surprisingly young at 33 years and 10 
months, his last 14 Tests have got him four 
centuries. But for the many Tests he has missed out 
on—first because of his self-imposed ban on touring 
with the English team and then due to poor 
form—there’s no saying where he would have been 
on the rungetter’s list. Still, he’s back in top gear 
now.. .and raring to make up for lost time. 

Javed Miandad. Swarthy and right handed. An 
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Miandad: an out*anchout hustler who might slick It out 


incredibly lucky to have his fearsome pace battery 
aimed away from him, a caieer average of 51.21 is 
not to be sneezed at. However, a haemorrhoids 
complaint grounded him from the Pakistan tour 
and subsequent lack of form has clipped his wings 
to a paltry 26.1 average from the last 11 innings he 
has played. And with his birthday cake on March 7 
struggling to balance 39 candles, Richards will be 
the first one to admit he’s running out of time. Still, 
if that bludgeoning blade is on song, even 2,000 
runs won’t take too long. As things stand, he’s 
anyway going to be spurred on by the prestige of 
being the third highest rungetter in Test history by 
the time the current series is over. 



With the high number of Test matches being 
played nowadays, all these batsmen will bo given 
enough opportunity to have a go at the magic 
figure. What matters, though, is their ability to 
stick it out till it comes along Richards almost 
certainly seems out of the hunt, given his age and 
fitness problems Gower is just too unpredictable. 
Miandad has it all going for him, provided he can 
get. his hack ru again. Ana Border will need some 
incentive to stick around for that long. 

As for the accusation that some of these batsmen 
will have it easier than otlicrs because of the teams 
they play Tor, it doesn’t hold any water. Many of the 
world's leading batsmen have acknowledged that it 
is more difficult to get r‘uns against a poor bowling 
attack Gavaskar himself admitting once that “the 
competitive edge to one’s batting is not quite ther-e 
as against the more renouned and feai*ed attacks . ” 
They all say that the edge which keeps you sharp 
against the best attack m the world will 
automatically be dulled when you come up against a 
lacklustie attack and your first mistake is very 
often your last 

All said and done, 10,122 runs isn't looking as 
unbui mountable a target as it did four years back 
Somebody-' could be cither of these four~is going 
to notch up his 10,123rd run someday. But then, 
they’ll never have the pleasure of having broken the 
10,000-barrier first. As Gavaskar put it, “if you 
permit me to be immodest, let me say that there are 
many who Jiave climbed Mount Everest but the ones 
we remember most are Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Tenzing Norgay. ” Bingo! • 
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BTnUUMttKNEMI 


r AR too much time and energy is being 
wasted in Indian domestic cricket on the 
issue of unfinisked matches. Irrelevant 
logic and atrocious decisions seem to 
have become the lodestar ntf the Board’s thinking 
capacity. The Board appears to take special 
delight in forming new rules every season only to 
. dump them in the following. The revised ones not 
surprisingly, are no better. 

Last year, the Board decided that the number of 
runs scored, divided by the npmber of wickets 
fallen would decide the winner (the team with the 
higher quotient). Little did th^ realise that if 
team A scores 1000 runs for 1 wicket and TeamB 
scQsee 1 run for O wicket, hy this rule, the latter 
^.eam would win on the basis of the infinity 
quotient I . 

This year, the Board decided on the ‘runs per 
over’ quotient rule. Here. too. the problem of 
infinity quotient can easily arise if the team 
batting second does not get a complete over to 
face. Thus the rigmarole ctf accusations and 
counter accusations will continue. 

Why can’t we go for a solution that is simple 
and logical? If a match is abandoned before the 
start or mid way or even is left unfinished at .the 
end of the scheduled duration, whether it be for 
3,4 or 5 days, the simplest solution is a cricket 
solution and not a mathematical one. 

And, the simplest would be a replay match of 45 
overs each like a sudden death thing. But. mind 
you. there should be no lestrictions of overs for 
bowlers nor any restriction in the number of 
fielders closo'in or in the deep. In other words, it 
would be a limited overs match with the rules of 
the extended version of the game. However, the 
team for the replay match must be exactly the 
same as was for the original, unfinished match. 

In this way, the mathematical calculation can 
be avoided. But, then, we must admit there is 
much to he said in favour of the statistical 
calculation to determine the vrinnsr of an 
unfinished match.'Hie main defence plea would 
be that the individual performances of an 
unfinished match cannot be disregarded and eo 
oonseque^tiy the statistios of the matchpaust also 
be coon till upon to deteimune Use wlhtinr. 

. The motst prudrait edutu^ in this sitematlve 


. case would be to oalciilate the bowling quotient, 
which is the runs scored by the opposition 
divided 1^ the number of oppoeition wickets 
taken. Next, to calculate the batting qxiotient, 
which would be the runs scored divided by the 
number of overs batted. Then go for the 
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qudtiwsi*. Thatl#, bowling quotient 
cttvlded by the batting quoUent. Tlae team with 
tlm lofWer figxisra wcmld be the winnbxf; 


Hw^ver, one extremely important aapi^ has 
to ^Vfsitx a lot of tlio\ig*ht. In any issue of 
‘tjuotients’, the problem of the ‘infinity quotient 
can always crop up. To safeguard against this 
problem^ the remedy is to divide by 11 wickets 
(£md not lO) whenever a team is all<^ut. This 
would logically mean adding a wicket to the 
number of wickets fallen and inevitably give a 

diviacKr of 1 wUeu a team loses no wlcKets. THUS 

the ‘infinity quotient' can be avoided. 

The above formula may appear to be somewhat 
confusing. Actually that is precisely the 
intention. For otherwise, simple calculation 
would invariably lead to time wasting tactics to 
gain an unfair advantage. 

“The scoreboard is an ass’' is a quote attributed 
to Sir Neville Cardus. Fair enough. but there is no 



A NEW QUOnENT 
FORMULA 


How quotient should take into account team total, 
bowling performances, overs faced and wickets lost. 

To find team A s 
quotient calcu¬ 
late: 

Team A total 

Overs faced 
by Team A 

- X 
and 

Team B total 

Wickets lost 
o1 Team B 1 

Then team A s 
quotient 

= 

X;Y 


Similarly to find 
team B's quotient 
calculate: 

Team B total 

Overs faced 
by Team B 

A 

and 

Team A total 

Team A wickets~ 
lost 1 1 

Then team B's 
quotient 


AB 



Whichever team's quotient is iower is the winning 
team 


NOTE: The plus one wicket is to avoid the problem of 
infinity 

Now it we take an example of the Bengal-Karnataka 
Ranji quarterfinal played last month which Bengal won 
by the present quotient rule . ! 

Karnataka made 790 lor six declared ott 300 overs » ' 
Bengal were 590 for nine off 200 overs 
NOTE: To make it simple to understand alt figures 
are rounded off to even numbers) > 

So with our new formula lets see how it works out: i 


Karnataka quo- X 
lient: 

790 

300 

2 65 Y 

590 

9*1 

59 

y Y- 

59 

19 




2.6 

(approx) 



Bengal quotient: A 

590 

Z.95 0 

790 

~ri: 


ZOO 


6t1 


A 

m 

37 



B 

2.9 

(approx) 




Having a lower quotient Karnataka sltuulii have won 

based on this formula 


denying'that even the lowly ass has a very 
important role to perfbrm if one knows how to 
utilise it. Cricket islvokier than most sports 
disciplinea in the aeinae that it can utilise the 
scoreboard information in Cases of extreme need 
to wrig^e out of pitibleins. Sports where 'penalty 
sihoat-duba’ ODid‘sudden deaths’ take place are not 
aa fbirtaxmte. . 
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HORSE RACING 


CUSSIC INDIAN TURF INVITAnM CUP. MADRAS 1M1 


Piggott’s Paradise 


ADRAS 
raxsecourse 
was packed 
to capacity 
on the first 
Sunday of 
March for a weekend of 
truly Classic racing. 
Messrs. 1 T.C. Ltd. were 
playing the role of 
Corporate sponsors to 
the hilt, adding a touch 
of class to the two moat 
important racedays in 
the Indian racing 
calendar and the Madras 
Race Club was packed to 
capacity. Few races 
generate the sort of all 
India inUii'est that the 
Classic Invitation Cup 
produces and add to that 
the excitement of the 
Sprinters’ and Stayers* 
Classics and it gives you 
two days of unparalleled 
excitement. 

More than the equine 
talent that had arrived 
in Madras, the cynosure 
of all eyes was the 
legendary laester 
Piggott, who had flown 
in to Madras at the 
invitation of Mr. Vijay 
Mallya, to ride three 
horses that belonged to 
him over the weekend, 
lie was slated to ride 
Scorpio in the 
Sprinters’, King Air in 
the Super Mile and 
Delage in the Invitation. 
Delage belonged to Mr. 
Vijay Maliyaand Mr. 
Zavaray S. Poonawalla, 
and he was trauined by 
Rashid Byramji. 

Unlike the Indian 


Cyrus J. Madan writes on the 
hottest weekend in Indian 
racing, where Lester Piggott 
yet again displayed his 
unparalleled class 


Derby where any horse 
can enter for the race, 
the Invitation is an 
exclusiveUffair. Only 
those four year olds that 
are invited can take 
part. It’s a race for the 
boat horaea from every 

racing centre and the 


winner emerges as the 
undisputed champion of 
his or her vintage. Run 
over the same distance 
of the Derby, the 
Invitation is the ultimate 
test. 

Never had the 

Invitation worn a more 

-v ' 


open outlook and it 
reflected in the betting 
itself which showed that 
the field was available at 
three toone and over. 

Eleven horses from all 
over India were the ones 
that lined up eventually 
to face the Starter at the 
2400 metre marker. 
None of them were fillies 
with the Indian Derby 
winner Starfire Girl 
deciding to give the 
Invitation a pass. But 
Bombay was still very 
strongly represented 

and after all the horses 

that were from there had 
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THE STAYERS’ CLASSIC 

Zara Shah: 
Champion Stayer 

T he strains of Que sara que sara filtered 
tnrouirn me stands as eight of the best long 
distance horses in the land made their way to 
the starting stalls for the second longest race 
in the country -the Stayers' Classic, run over a 
distance of 3000 metres. It seemed apt that the 
band was playing that old time favourite 
because that sums up racing so perfectly 
What will Ix^, will te. 

On paper, the race looked to be a one horse 
race for the Calcutta challenger Ich Dieii. If he 
wcm ho would become the first seven ycai’ old 
to win the Stayers* Classic and what a 
remarkable feat it would be, coming just forty 
minutes after* another seven year old named 
Icelandic had won the Spinnters'Classic. He 
came with an impeccible track record but I.iady 
Luck was obviously not smiling on Ich Dien, In 


Zara Shah, who took the Stayer's Cup 



the course of the race Ich Dien went lame and 
as a result, was eased out of things and 
eventually had to be pulled up. 

But Calcutta was not to be denied. Even as 
they saw Ich Dien’s chances fade, along came 
the other Calcutta challenger Zara Shah and 
he came romping home an effortless winner by 
over five long and easy lengths. Trained by 
John Stephens and ridden by Paul Burke, Zara 
Shah had been beaten by seven lengths in his 
last essay by Ich Dien but with his vanquisher 

o\jt b© produodd a cj\ip©rb perforTnanoe baatizig 

the best of the rest from all over the country. 

There has been a lot said about Ich Dien 
breaking down in the course of the race, and 
his trainer Vijay Singh came in for quite a bit 
of flak as a result. However the criticisim was 
quite uncalled for. For one, a lot of people were 
talking through their pockets when making 
accusations ^xiondly if there had been 
something so drastically wrong with the 
horse, how come the bookmakers did not know 
about it With all the* rumours that were flying 
Hi ound the place the odds on Ich Dien kept on 
shortening. Surely they would have 
lengthened had something smelt fishy. 

Thirdly, Ich Dien has always had a slight 
swelling on his joints. He had won a month 
earlier in Calcutta with the very same joint 
slightly swollen, which everyone was now 

looking at, lik© it had juet swoU©n up. La«t, 
but by no means the least, the track that 
afternoon at Madras was as hard as they come. 
A lot harder than anything Ich Dien had raced 
on irx Calcutta, Tliat too must surely have 
taken its toll.It's easy to be wise after the event 
but for young Vijay Singh who certainly 
knows his horses, it was obvious that the joint 
would not have bothered his horse because 
otherwise he would have been the first to have 
pulled him out. 

Til the midst of ail this controversy and 
argument Zara Shah may not have received all 
that warm a welcome. But the commentator 
that afternoon obviously had a soft spot for the 
blue roan gelding who had just turned six. He 
called it in the race, “And it's Zara Shah for 
Calcutta who assumes command'' and after 
that the rest will be history. Owned by one of 

the TTn'tet epnrtirig groups of owners in rsr»ing 

today, “the poker syndicate", Zara Shah is 
represented in ownership by messra H.H. 
Sookias, V.K. Chaudhuri, B.M. Varma and 
Harish Gorsia. The first two named were there 
in Madras to witness the victory and it must 
surely have been their happiest moment since 
Zara Shah dead heated to share the Classic 
Calcutta Derby stakes two years ago. 

Cyrus. J. Madan 






THE SPBINTERS’CUP 

Icelandic Heal 

A long cold drink with tons of ice would 
have been something that most people 
would have given their right eye for on a hot 
and mu.ggy afternoon at Modroa. “Ice” waa the 
operative word which got you out of the heat 
and into the coolest mood you would ever 
know. All you had to do was put your money 
on a chestnut horse named ICELANDIC and 
your fifty rupee investment would have 
fetched you a cool grand. Of course, if you had 
asked the so-called racing pundits about- 
Icelandic’s chances they would have thought 
that the heat had got through to you. At the 
age of seven he appeared to have as much 
chance of winning a Sprinters’ Classic as 
Saddam winning the War in the Gulf. Only five 
people thought that he could win and their 


that too without even taking part in the race. 
She had a bad fall after being stalled and was 
withdrawn on veteritiary grounds. Sharp 
Response met with an almost similar fate and 
fell during the running of the race. Piggott got 
Scorpio out nicely indeed from a bad draw, but 
after that it was soon obvious that he was not 
travelling well and winning for him was out of 
the question. Eventually the best be could do 
was finish on the board. 

It waa in fact, three totally xinfancied horaea 
that brought the field into the straight. In 
front was Easter Sunday, on outside was 
Icelandic and on the wider outside was Aazish. 
With about 300 metres to go Icelandic hit the 
front and a shocked silence engulfed the vast 
crowd. Only a small pocket of five individuals 
seemed to be yelling. The five already 
mentioned. The silence became positively 
soundproof when another rank outsider 
Kalamaris detached himself from the rest and 
finished fast to bo a gutsy second. Another 100 
metres and he may have won, and that would 
have been an even greater shock than 


judgement was looked upon by one and all as 
being totally biased. They were the three 
owners Mrs. P.D.D’Cruz, Dr. Ian D’Cruz and 
Mrs, Maria D’Cruz. The trainer Bobby Raj and 
the jockey Conway. The rest of the august 
gathering did not even know that a horcse 

named Icelandic was running the Sprinters* 
Classic. 

That is not until he shot into the lead about 
300 metres fTOin home and then held on 
•gallantly to become not only the longest priced 
Sprinters’ Classic winner since the inception of 
the race, but also the oldest. At the age of seven 
an age when most horses are considered to be 
also rans, well past their best, Icelandic 
produced his most brilliant performance yet to 
beat the odds and his younger adversaries in 
what was his greatest triumph. 

The Sprinters’ Classic, sponsored by Messrs. 
l.T.C. Ltd. and run over 1200 metres is for the 
equine breed what the lOO metres is to a track 
field sprinter. The ultimate in speed, with a Rs. 
1,50,000 prize to the winner, it is the most 
valuable sprint in the country and only the 
very best sprinters in the land are Invited to 
participate. Four representatives from each of 
the five Turf Authorities are invited for the 
race and this year a field of fourteen lined up to 
face the starter to determine who was to 
become the fastest horse on four legs. 

The main three horses in the betting were 
Sharp Response from Bangalore who was the 
favourite, Scorpio from Bombay with Lester 
in the saddle and Belle Epoque from 
Bombay who was making her last easay on a 
racetrack before going off to stud. 

Belle.Epoque was the first to be eliminated and 


Icelandic. 

Cyrus. J. Madan 

Dr.lan D’Cruz, Mrs.Maria D’Cruz and Mrs.P.D’Cruz 
receiving the Sprinter’s Cup 
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Deiage wins 
the Invitation Cup 

all finished very close to 
the winner Within a 
length of her Hence 
their performance could 
well be considered on 
par with Starfire Girl 
From the h{)at centre, 
Madras, came two 
nominees namely Bold 
Brother, who was 
actually located in 


Madras, while the other 
Captain Eo who won the 
South Indian Derby was 
actually from 
Bangalore In fact it was 
the garden city that had 
a very strong 
contingent. Star 
Contender who had won 
the Bagpiper Bangalore 
Derby in late January, 
Deiage who was 
narrowly beaten by 
Contender in that race 
was also there and both 
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were considered to have 
outstanding chances. 
Calcutta had Romantic 
Dancer and Sandbagger 
both of whom had come 
down with very high 
hopes and all in all the 
eleven that ultimately 
faced the starter 
represented the very 
cream of Indian 
horseflesh. 

A slight delay in the 


Vijay Mallaya receiving 
the Invitation Cup from 
Tamil Nadu governor 
Bhisma Narain Singh 

racetrack. Once they got 
to the gates, loading 
operations took ha rd iy 
any time at all and 
within minutes all 
eleven were stalled and 
ready to go 
A roar went up as the 
gates clanged open and 
the eleven were away 


^ * w y V 
A . 


Lester Piggott receives 
his award from the 
governor 

start of the rajce led to 
the horses being 
paraded in the paddock 
for a far greater length 
of time than anyone 
would have wanted taiid 
that might have created 
a few problems as four 
or five of the contenders 
were bathed in sw'eat by 
the time they left for the 
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and running. Bold 
Brother was the first to 
snow out setting a 
scorching pace which 
was to prove the 
undoing of many a 
fancied horse He was 
playing the role of the 
pacemaker to the tee. In 
fact such a strong gallop 
did he set, that Captain 
Eo who was the 
pacemaker for Deiage 
and Starfire Boy could 
not even get to the front. 


















The parade of the prize 
horses which ran the 
Invitation Cup 

At that early juncture, 
Delagre with Lester 
Piggott astride was 
lying last well off the 
pace, quite unperturbed 
with the mad scramble 
that was threatening to 
run them all off their 
frat in the early stages. 
Delage in fact was 
beautifully settled and 
Lester sat unmoving on 
him. Romantic Dancer 
was just about a few 
lengths ahead of him 
while the other fancied 
runners like Starfire 
Boy and Star Contender 
were further up much 
closer to the leader. 

The order remained 
somewhat unchanged 
until heads were turned 
for home and then the 
entire scenario changed 
abruptly. Bold Brother 



who had led the 
contingent into the 
straight chucked in his 
hand and it was 
Ashwamedha who went 
storming into the lead 
with Starfire Boy and 
Star Contender coming 
up to essay some sort of 
a challenge on the 
outside. But neither was 
going to get to 
Ashwamedha who 
looked like he had it all 
sewn up. It was then 
that Lester transmitted 


Super Jockey Lester 
Piggott astride champion 
horse Delage 

his message to Delage. 
He hardly moved on him 
but Delage seemed to 
get the message all right 
and what a magnificent 
manner he replied. Wi+h 
Lester guiding him 
through along the rails 
he came the shortest 
way home and the 
stands erupted in 
deafening applause 
because they saw the 


genius of Piggott, and 
the brilliance of Delage 
who had responded and 
produced a performance 
that was befitting a 
champion. 

Romantic Dancer 
from Calcutta was 
second, but he would 
gone a lot closer to the 
winner if Bajrang Singh 
had ridden a better race 
and of course, if Lester 
Pig’grott had not been on 
Delage. 

But you could not take 
anytlUng away from 
Delage ^lat day. he was 
quite simply the very 
best. Trained by none 
other than maestro 
Rashid Byran^i, Delage 
gave stallion Lord Zara 
his second success in 
two days. The best 
though, it seems, is yet 
to come. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: 

GEORGE PRANCIS/SCORP NEWS 









QUESTIONS 

I What is common among' 

• Imran Khan, Norman 
Cowans, Allan Border and Sanjay 
Mai\jrek;ar? 

2 During the World Cup in 
• 1990, against which country 
did English gfoalkeeper Peter 
Shilton break the record of 
Ireland’s Pat Jennings for most 
appearances in international 
matches? 

3 What was common among 
• Costa Rica, Cameroon, 
Republic of Ireland and the United 
Arab Emirates during Italia ’90? 


4 To whom is the Charles 
. Solomon Trophy awarded? 

5 To whom did Indian tennis 
. ace Vijay Amritraj dedicate 
his autobiography? 

6 What is common among 
. Andre Agassi. Jennifer 
Capriati, Michael Chang and Mary 
Joe Fernandez? 

7 Which was the first world 

• championship sporting 
event to be held in India after the 
coxuitry attained Independence? 

8 In the Olympics, there is no 
• official record time 
maintained for the discipline of 
rowing. Why? 

9 Which cricketer’s 

. autobiography is titled, “On 
the rack”? 

■4 Which tennis player is 

J. . called the ‘Gentle Giant’? 
In tennis, after the 
J. . Amritrajs'of India and 
the Sanchezs’ of Spain which other 

family has? thrae memhars playing* 

in the professional circuit? 

■4 o Whose autobiography is 
JL /w • titled, “Giant Steps”? 

“i Q What is the total duration 
J. O . of a kabaddi match? 

^ A Name the trophy awarded 
J. ^ . to the winner of the Asian 
Table Tennis championships in 
the women’s doubles category? 

A pr “Coca Cola won over the 

J. O • Parthenon temple”. To 
what event does this sentence 
refer to? 


RAIING TEST 


AMvt 14. WiM yoa wsra part of our ttam 
SotwoM t1 iiid 14: You ara not too Ittfi 

Soiaur 11; MMUfco 


ANSWERS 


1. They formed four landmarks in Sir Richard 
Hadlee's record wicket takina career. Imran 
Khan was his 100th victim, tJorman Cowans 
his 200th. Allan Border his 300th and Sanjay 
Manjrekar his 400th Test wicket. 

2. In the group match against the Netherlands. 

3. The coaches of all these teams were from 
other countries. The coach of Costa Rica was 
from Yugoslavia, the coach of Cameroon from 
the USSR, the coach of Ireland from England 
and the coach of the U.A.E. from Brazil. 

‘4 It IS awarded to the best performer in the World 
Bridge championships. 

5, To his parents. 

6 All of them arc children of immigrants. Agassi's 

father emigrated from Iran, Captriati's from 
Itlay, Chang's parents came from Taiwan and 
Fernandez s father from Spam while her 
mother came from Cuba. 

7 In 1953, the World Table Tennis 
championships were held in Bombay 

8 Because water conditions vary so much from 
one games venue to another. Therefore a 
shorter or longer time may have no meaning 

9. Former captain of England, David Gower. 

10 Andrez Gomes of Ecuador. 

11 The Maleeva family from Bulgaria-Manuela. 
Katarina and Magdalena 

12 Kareem Abdul Jabbar. 

13 40 minutes. 

14 The Violet Sunta trophy. It was donated by 
Pearson Surita in memory of his mother. 

15. Greek Minister for Culture Melina Mercouri 
said this after being disappointed at the 
decision of the International Olympic 
Committee to hold the 2000 Olympics at Atlanta. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 



WAUGH! 


Steve Waugh is dropped so that 
his twin, Mark Waugh, can be 
picked, and nnother Beverley 
doesn’t know whether to laugh 
or cry. Trevor Grant writes on 
cricket’s most unusual family 


J UST aftor tlit^ 

dinner plates 
had been 
cleaj’od away 
and the 
Wauft'h 
family was settling 
down to a night in front 
of the TV, son Steve 
walked in the front door 
with news of the team 
for the fourth Test at 
Adelaide 
The conversation 
between Steve and twin 
brother Mark went 
someUhng like this 
Steve. ‘Well done, 
you’re if) the team ’ 

'Tlumka, but. 

who’s out'^' 

Steve. ‘Me.’ 

11 was a moment that 
the boys' parents had 
been dreading, and as 
expected there was a 
subdued feeling in the 
household that evening 
everyone mother 
Beverley, father Rodger 
and younger sons Dean, 
21, and Danny. 


15 — oamo to t©rm« with 

their mixed emotions 
It IS something that 
Beverley and Rodger 
have had to tiope with 
ever since their four 
very talented sons 
started playing cricket. 
But it doesn't get any 
easier 

O NE day about a 
foi’tilight before 
Mark made his debut at 
Adelaide, Rodger, a 
calm, friendly chap who 
runs a suburban 
newsagency, wanted to 
strangle the author of a 
newspaper story 
tillggoeting Stevo fucod 
the sack. Beverley was 
comforting Dean, a NSW 
Sheffield Shield squad 
member who had been 
dropped from his 
first-grade club side in 
Sydney, as well as 


Mark scored a wonderful 
century on debut while 
Steve waa sitting at home 
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cheering on Mark und 
Steve in a one-day 
international at the SCG 
and Dajuiy at a local 
ground, where as 
captain of the 
Ban ksto w n u nder-16 
team he scored 78 and 
took 2 for 10 from \2 
overs of left-arm 
orthodox spin 

*i don't have enough 
feelings to go around,* 
said Beverley 1 was at 
Danny's game and 
listening to Stephen and 
Mark on the radio I was 
really pleased for Mark 
(who made his first 
half-century for 
Australia), but tlien 
there was Stephen (who 
made only 3) to worry 
about I (‘.ouldn't cop<? 
with it all In the? end I 
liad to go for a big long 
walk ' 

The strange situation 
took another unexpected 
turn when Mark pushed 
Steve (who Uxik 42 Test 
innings to regisU^r his 
first century) tunner 
out of content ion with 
his unforgettable debut 
hundred against 
England at Adelaide 

Waugh’s 138 in 237 
minutes from 186 balls 
was an innings of 
exquisite beauty, in 
wonderful harmony 
with its setting at one of 
the world’s most 
beautiful grounds The 
scorebcxik indicates it 
Wt'is played at whirlwind 
pace, with the century 
coming up just lx?fore 
stumps on the opening 
day from 126 balls. But 
in the nianiier ol* Llie 
most gifted batsmen he 
exuded a wonderful 
serenity at the crease 
which ix;lu?d the rate at 
which he scored. There 
was nothing rushed or 
even forced about his 
?, attack on the English 
bowling. It was a clam, 

I calculating 
f assassination carried 
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out with breathtaking* 
precision and poise 
Ever so gently. he would 
wait until the very last 
second to chotjse his 
stroke and then ease ilie 
full face of the bat onto 
the ball, his magnifK‘ent 
timing ensuring it had 
speared through the 
gaps and into the 
pickets before the field 
had a chance to rea-f.'t 
He was not to he put 
off by the fact that this 
was a Test match and 
Australia were 104 for 4 
when he came to the 
crease If the ball 
presented itself with Hit 
me’ stamped on it, he did 
exactly that Nor was he 
alraiCl lo ion tlie ball 
over the in field, and did 
so several times with 
great effect one ball 
from spinner Phil 
Tufnell landed over the 
fence after one bounce 
near the very long 
straight boundary 
From the full range of 
strokes that was on 
display, for me the best 
were the classical drives 

38 


I doii*t have 
enough feeling^s 
to 1^0 around. I 
was at Danny’s 
(the youngest 
Waugfh) game 
and listening to 
Steve and Mark 
on the radio. 1 
was really 
pleased for Mark 
(who made his 
first half-century 
for Australia in 
that match), but 
then there was 
Stephen (who 
made only 3). I 
couldn’t cope 
with it all. In the 
end I had to go for 
a big longp 
walk—Beverley 
Waugh, confused 
mother 


through the on-side on 
both the back and front 
foot. His shot selection, 
which a few years ago 
was often haphazard, 
especially outside off 
stump, was evidence of 
the maturity that has 
come from six seasons of 
first-class cricket. 

Even though the new 
ball, taken first thing oi’ 
the second morning, 
robbed Waugh of the 
composure he displayed 
on the first day. his 
debut will take its 
rightful place m gold 
lettering in Australian 
cricket liislory 

The New South 
Welshman who took 
four years lo emerge 
from his twin brother's 
shadow is the first to 
acknowledge he still has 
much to prove Many 
bt‘heve the real 
examination liegan in 
the first Test in Jamaica 
but seller, detach(‘d 
examinations about his 
ability to handle a 
high-octanc West Indies 
attac'k were not 
permitted to dampen the 
celebrations in Adelaide 
of the overdue arrival of 
a vibrant new talent 

As did Greg Chapjieli 
with his debut c^entury 
m Perth 20 years ago, 
Waugh’s commanding 
presence provided 
Australia with a pi-eview 
of the talent that is 
waiting in the wings 
Although Mark Waugh 
had become 

understandably 
frustrated at the length 
of i hfc' apprenticeship ho 
was asked to serve, it 
can be argued that in the 
long term it has been far 
more beneficial. 

The intervention of 
two major crises in 
Australian cricket m the i 
past 13 years, the advent 
of World Senes Cricket 
and the rebel tours lo 
South Africa, ensured 


Steve 

Waugh:’*Well 
done Mark, 
you’re in the 
team” 

Mark Waug^h: 
“Thanks, but 
who’s out?” 
Steve Wauah: 
••Me’’. 


the enfl of the traditional 
grounding most 
potential Test players 
received, Steve Waugh 
was on*’ 

bf‘noth' 'lor sufferer of 
! Uic n* A’ j:x>licy, lieing 
thr<»wn into Test cricket 
one season after his 
first-class debut 

Gn^g Chappell. tlie 
formin’ Australian 
captain and selet;tor who 
w?is nibtruniental in 
Steve's elevation, knows 
from first liand 

oxpcirioncc: liovv much a 

player can benefit from 
long-term grooming in 
the ranks just below 
Test cricket Sta/'liiig 
his first class career in 
1966-67, he spent six 
full seasons four in the 
Sheffield Shield with 
South Australia and two 
with S(Mnerset, before he 
was summoned, aged 
22, to the Australian 
tcrimin 1970-71. 

At the time he had 
played 99 first-class 
matches, scoring 11 
centuries, 7454 runs 
and averaging 39 03 
Thoee figtirot? provide# an 

interesting parallel with 
Mark, who played 100 
first-class matches for 
7501 runs, 25 centuries 
and an average of 55. 
Having missed all but 
one game in 1986-87 
because of stress 
fractures in his back, he 
had played four full 
Shield summers plus 
two county seasons with 
Essex 






Mark no harm at all. By 
the time he g:ot there he 
was very himgry. unlike 
some younger ones who 
can g^t a bit blase about 
it all. 

*At the time we had no 
choice but to pick Steve. 
We were rushing a lot of 






Steve Weugh: dropped 
after 42 successive 
Tests, and replaced by 
his twin 




m. 




ill 


I think it is always 
i better to be picked a 
fraction too late than a 
fraction too early,’ says 
Chappell, who went on 
to b^ome the most 
distinguished and 
prolific Australian 
batsman of his era. 1 
was disappointed about 
missing out on the tours 
of England in 1968 and 
South Africa in 1969*70, 
hut I Knew some time 
later that 1 was Ux) 
young and 

inexperienced for those 
trips. 

*The wait has done 
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blokes in too early, 
trying to find some who 
were capable of 
handling the Test match 
pressure. It was a hell of 
a burden for him and he 
coped well. But looking 
back, he was probably 
picked too soon and 
perhaps the problems 
he’s now going through 
signify that. 

*lt will be interesting 
to sit back in five years* 
time and see which one 
turns out the better. 
Mark will probably 
finish up with the better 
record statistically, 
because he won’t have to 
experience the hard 
grind that Steve had to 
go through.* 

The hard grind 
continues now for Steve, 
who is likely to have to 
I try to regain his place on 
what is certain to be a 
very demanding tour of 
West Indies. 

During Steve’s 
electrifying run in 
England in 1989, 
Australian coach Bob 
Simpson remarked that 
he appeared to have ice 
running through his 
veins. Asked on the eve 
of his debut what he had 
running through his 
veins, Mark replied: 
‘Blood and (Test) runs, I 
hope.’ 

Sooner rather than 
later we discovered he 
was right. 

WISDEN CRICKET MONTHLY 


Mark Waugh takaa hit 
brottier Stava’a plaea 





The showbiz folks may gefor ififfmiit 
celebrity terfnis in Hollywobd is no latighihg matter 


■ I 

S TiURSaroiaIbil0blaB4 
acnMU ^lo6k to ttbiquitcnis 
wBdEead protedflbrity 
tennis totimamwtU like 
tatmnilnga to thesaa. "Tannis is 
Stflltbe In* iq)Ojri.’‘|Mars AJrtSiur 
AsIm» i^tioasiiDid i^pnidi^ 

auMMr as a:oo4s0sslw^ 

of 

IMns>i6hcw»ssMi'i^^ Lsigii in 

ttis ^ 

licMpehsitdsattlieBewriyHfl^ 

‘CauntiBCtUk 

wsoA toksap aofeixig Just to get 
iixvilsd tooelebrttiir events.’* says 
'i^noe Van Flatten, who grew up 
.piajrizig m linpromptu oeieority 
xound-roUns, still adsily 
;!Oaoui:x<imoe on his family's ti^ 
tioiirts. 

In tlm mUio eye enouji^ s6 that 
thsF oan have those findifo 
westonds.** 


CiMvyi llsga OMls a flits figim 


£bmd<«bra gaUbtf^ hadketii 
giadd^JstfkvBnj&aOpstato , 
liindicht’s ASmrt HhO. he ficiom 
dasgunPylalntoMott^ 
tHunelhaar esn itHthetlietr tehids 
fSirtartsS come true, gvim ; 
TYoiililnnt enrt Mto Tteegfttn itetmil 
up tim 1M& this yesie. bcMtiagthe 
ftaut praAsdSborilsr 
tbs Hfliito House tennis . ' 
ocnirtr>-lurjUg sttcdi^pqnd^ 
flguies ss Broolie ShhiMs SMd 
Tc»iSalleidC'-<4o1issisiO!t 

ftrsyfiiis%coiii%ni^^ 


BeaganOineg J^KassFUnd. |9onia' 
evimla, Iflceiibetidsdan’aQin 
spostaoelsitell^ tournsshstf^ 

Fsaxw Olsssio; are fUr fixEsk^ 
alleisr stUsIss; otlisxs, 1^ 
JaoliaBnGyvtio 
tuuimssnent in iSenver, s3l^ 
‘hcsas^'totm hMloirs to*h^ 
'ftahous pirtner fbr idieswelEBmd 
reuDd rdWn^ StUi more, like the ^ 
' fm a tB i ^ i C sees r a Psiaiod tknnta 
CUsidocurlkkeltdioek 
Ihsttval Cfbniiarly St Aspen 
Aill^dotm Uisdia evm 
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[CfUuanMmAtlMMt. Ooiby 
WBtMoto (qiponsntBivitb 
lilcnTOlnif or ofFeriiigadMm 
'Ibow tlMj should jday.lot of 
Mssd tmt doesn’t liks to uss tt. ” 
wass up Vinoe VsxiPettBnJ He’ll 
iBstK the othOTnuamm.” ^|e: 

be the most ocnh|MttdiuB o^ 
^;tti^all,’’addbCM9]yIse^C^^ 
she of the top uronawoBlihs. 

'f«elc WleftslssM.-^iliKdE ta.s 
of endearawnt on the eoiuit.” wtys 
4 H>n Kin g. ’ButwaAohinghiita 
play is one flew over the euckbo's 
nest.” ■ , 

ipiwrltssi lN«t(Mi.Ssy8 hehae 
fnhlMtbly b^t. with nooro good . 
Ideym tlaoioiiy lousy played 
tlwworM-Hlsweeldyles^ . 
f!bem itiek Clhwtto 
tluuii^theyear8)|»dd cdfin 
superior return of serve, steady 
volley, tmd court strstegy 

'His 8tri^iieS'asen*t tooorthodoac, 
hut he*s Qompbtit^ iuid gets 
thingsbkoh." sums up 
IS^c^gss. Heston ranks as ^e most 
prc^BSStonal of the oeleluities: 
Known fbr punctuality, neat 
attire, and a profound Iraowledge 
Of the game. 

Mmig CaraoM. Hays a delloate 
sort of game but bent on 
improving. Like Kestcai. he'sa 


atorfiMahoutlB^^TiU^ 
aaeodolM tram Wisdiledim ip the 
IMOa. HeoflesiiilByaaBthe' 
ptdbUe Dourta at PeppwRlfne 
Univeratty aadhastaJttaa i ea a c m a 
tram JolmMlBBnroe;^ was . 
writferarlghtlatotheQpixtxaot 
when I txmght his house hi 
Malibu." aayslloijitroe, whohas 
already given him one 
leouisite three lessons. *Ha can 
hit the bell, and he's a pretty good 
athlete Ik^athlk-ahowho^.” .. 
Mm* Kfg. Pta^HkeTerean: Veiry 


snrve that one piro 
says he unocriciBi;]^ btooke^^ ^ 
shout loqmid). 

CilMf CnstjMMSMt^ MustWa big 
hitter goes Ipr broke. Tight? 

Wrong. Pushes the baU by«r the 
ns^^ tuit plays steady and keeps 
tbs ball in play, Polkssay his 
athletie iMrowesa isbetter 
dmnonstrated on a ski slope. 

Mel Vraalts. tens aptayer than a 
spectacle, easily the mort eahitafale 
oelebrity player. Priendaaay his 
aoripts must be written on the 
tennis court. Bvery emotion 
comes out: lau^^hn', tears, even 
toeeing a racket tlmnigh a. 
whulow If he loses a point. 


Hiin, 0tum - 
Caesars Pilace 
te mate Caria, 
where iher can 
make their 
lenals fantasias 
came 
true...E¥ett 
PresUent amt 
Mrs tteagan 
pteheilupme 
halt Ms rear, 
hasting ttie first 
gro/celehrttg 
toumarnemea 
tte White Hausa 
Mmts euttt.. 
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n«womiittrtothaga«pk|». pltiklaff it 
up with reiUMilr«d vi|^ 
and VUasr ABixitMiJ 
togetherin ttw Jteinaa Boiid inovia 
Ootopumg^. Amritrsij aayvl^jooro 
tirtoa «ei 7 hajdl^ 9«wdb^ 

d9lieib9d^«fy»t.indls*iidn^^ ' 

Aa good a' 
a^ 72 aapoks^ ilxA 
, iBiywh|^,'aay«-Jto i»' 


anai^natgaaigiie. 'MOtagota 
good foiiBgr, winonia unnauat ibr 
aoakibriiyidajwa/notaaHeetcn. 

W a ga r a * Taitaa hi a tannia 
aoawimui^hainPaetoad^ 
p a iw p ^ |if0y4^ataodaa>gaad 

UilWiaoodiuriiABaiiMrtoii'^ 
tiidlipitiaOartoOoiun 
VKih Uabodi^, widaa&oa 
Mria. Baganadian witb-lka Bkaa 


■:> JLLlifj. 




9 m 9 *mk i> > aw>ai >,FMBBdupa 

;'MOk0ft M ftV! li 


' ' ' .MiliMa'iWiltiliyAdMM' 

'and/d«cttQ4]iMi''S£i^.'W;. ", 
jpwtefliM^ ffityri> to ^ 

tennis tttau.*ii<y otMitity. Baa 
spoiMOratt saaoT^^a^^ 
p r h ift ii a n ifi i fi n l iTljiqw^ ary Ow^^***^ 

faiBaatAibeaa,Oaofgte. ' 
HBg lmtg Cdl aM w i a'iaaMi Hai art ' 

iPwoitffc tJnanitiMW»^y ttoBaat. 
.Aotor,jftaclnr Awaida Bo^aM 

rlttokM. ‘ '' 

' TnwflcftijffiTlF fi irffi. uuvau 

nnrn li l'h nB jortljiftti H irt m T n aftrifciiiii 

'{ha-liiMalMBiilftilf^ HiicikhanA 
awing) 

datanttiaattiin to win. ‘Salpa 
.lougiv Mawjfi^ <i2Mat'l|tf^^ 


JUtnlianai^aidll^I)^^ 


qrank. iM3tl«Qdlgr>|iatdi^ '-'. '- 

-'Mdeids H Mrong twvHisadad 
^HvflrUiaiid **“***g Ba tot? g '. ^ 
ocnnpetttivaandflaininino. ' 
AtoddCowM. Afaegianar^and; J 
InvartaJbjydaaorfte d aaaplayar ' 
who’s aagzaoeftil and eteiantaa 
abe^a portrayadon T^ynaaty.” 
got a part on T)iyxiaaty.'Id ha h#' m|’ 
panmnal ooadti." aaara Johan 
'Krisl(> 

:«rMiceSltiel4a. - '' 

Qnaddaugtatercdlbniiarll^. ..:' 
<giainpion Ftancda X. flhi^ 

' ikdhavainheiTM'giandi^^'> 
''iitaient'i hutgot'lda sdilhuiiiai^il^.^ - 
.'abB gama. .Thoaghahagifit^;.'''. 'V 
gaIDalyp^lay8inoilaid!y#^aufa^^K • 
:Cliargl WliB0it.8ei6ttn^lif0ajf:- v'. 
-in tlw company of taantt piroBim ! 

an omnlpxosent supportBr or 

tennis benaflta and touinaioaiita^ 
fl^iantayaar in CMiftnuia homing. 
bar basdineganw.'iSttn,” says 
onaiam. *‘rtiojaolalMMerdp!lh^ 
eoi^ofClondio,^ '''..X 

iMAifg Aiaa tf ?ws fc f ^ 
been tihs wmnan to boat on the. 
oeleiMity oiroalt, and ganenUy 
.aolmowMgadtO'bahBaddOl' 

. ahouldaraaiMmlba bp w| n t^^ ' '''- 

Croefty ocenpatadatWindfladonin . 
tlw seven montba aba spent on the 
protourboftttsdaoidliigtago . 
back to aobool. Stm rataina bar 
ooniiMriitiin|.fiiis. nol'ldddip!^#;:.'^ 
laktod Ibdtihaiid, -imraa'and' 
unDerehigliab. Often plaoed in Iba. 
paanga dlviaton at oedaMHy I 

toumamaBti." 

f gmfti rmrfi~ri n n aggranit w ! 
ptayarwtwjMaaltarwinnarag^ I 
aswaii^^^lHgBrt.tQbitt^, 
dUB WyQ9K|BBfi4ly9WK*GK IPUOQl ' 

ttinBiillillrtn ** yiiia<i^» AAiiaaK ^ 
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C ONTINUING from 
where we*cl left off 
last week, it's still 
proportion that 
we're into. If you’re 
groine: through all that 
trouble of working out. 
then you might as well 
look your best. Pay Uk> 
much attention to your 
upper body and you'll 
get top heavy. Do 
likewise with the legs 
and you'll be carting a 
frail underdeveloped 
torso around on 
tree-trunk legs. 

And once you really 
get serious about your 
body, it*B even opposing 
muscle groups that have 
to be worked in 
synchronisation. 

As bodybuilding 
champion Rich Gaspari 
explains “Muscles work, 
generally speaking, in 
pairs—one pulling, one 
pushing. When one 
muscle group is much 
: stronger than its 
' opposing muscle group, 
you have a muscle 
imbalance. Let me give 
you a specific example 
too many guys in the 
gym are bench-press 
junkies. Not that there’s 
anything wrong with 
the bench-press; it's just 
that that’s about all they 
do! You’ve seen 

them-^-al iQuldui-s 

stooped forward as they 
walk around. 

“This hunching 
occurs because the front 
of the shoulders, the 
anterior deltoids, are far 
more developed than the 
posterior deltoids and 
upper back muscles. So 
bench-press junkies 
suffer from 
asymmetrical deltoid 







development, postural 
changes like round 
shoulders, and become 
predisposed to shoulder 
injuries. 

“Biceps and triceps, 
quadriceps and 
hamstrings, abdominals 
and lower back are all 
examples of musc le 
groups that should tie 
developed together for 
the best looking and 
most injury resistant 
physique ’ 

“It’s actually a 
problem that sterns from 
the comfort factor If 
you've? got sti-ong 


looking for proportion, 
buddy. If you're only 
after impressing the 
opposite sex, then a 
couple of extra sets on 
the biceps won't do any 
harm. But your body 
symmetry is bound to 
suffer. 

Give the smaller 
muscles their share of 
flex and pump. After all, 
theyVn t.hp that 

make the vital 
difference Look at it 
this way: anyone willing 
to spend a couple of 
hours in the gym will be 
able to stretch a sleeve to 


Build In 


roportion 


shoulders to stni’t off 
with, bencdi presses are 
no sweat Tliei-efore. 
every tune you walk into 
the gym. It s straight for 
the bench you head On 
the (.)ther hand, if you’ve 
got weak sliouldcrs, 
then you’ll avoid the 
bench like tlie plague, 
right? So not only ave 
you weaker genetically 
on those body parts, you 
acitnally neglect them 
too. Small wonder, then, 
that you’re looking a 
little lopsided. 

We also have the 
tendency to pay more 
attention to the bigger 
muscles. Hey, if it's the 
biceps that draw the 
attention, then why not 
pump them a little extra, 
right? Well, not if you're 


busting point. But not 
all of them can proudly 
tear off that tee-shirt 
and flaunt his 
washboard abs or wow 
the neighbourhood as he 
struts in his shorts to 
show off his sculpted 
calves 

If you’re still not 
convinced, here’s a tip 
from Barry De Mey, yet 
another bigwig in the 
wnrlri nf hnriyhiiilding- 

“Train your weakest 
body part first, when 
your energy and 
enthusiasm are highest. 
A high degree of 
training intensity builds 
muscle, and your 
intensity can only be 
great when ycur energy 
is high.” 

Basically, what we're 
trying to drum into you 



is that the entire body 
has to get its fair share 
of twist, turn, pump, 
strain, pull, bend and 
flex. Not only will it 
provide great 
proportion, you'll also be 
staying away from 
injury. 

So don't lay off the 
weaker bodyparts just 


because it hurts to work 
out those muscles. Not 
only will ^hey suffer in 
comparison to the 
stronger areas of > our 
musculature, you’ll also 
look horribly 
imbalanced. Keep 
hitting those problem 
areas and you'll be the 
one looking better for it. i 
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MEN-IN-POWER SERIES III 


Simon Barnes meets the men who wield power in sport. This week: Jean- 




He is a man of 
huge passions, 
huge appetite 
for work, vile 
temper and 
elephantine 
charm. He is 
preposterous, 
naive, 
visionary, 
brilliant, 
shrewd, 
effective, 
exasperating 
and sublimely 
batty. In other 
ways he is 
utterly 
repelling. All 
reactions to 
Balestre are 
enormous and 
contradictory. 



tm 


T he president will see you now." The president! Not Mr 
Chairman, not a mere official or boas-person* we are 
talking presidents, as in President Bush or President 
de Gaulle. Nothing less. These power-brokers of sport 
really do see themselves as heads of state: world lead¬ 
ers: masters of the universe 

This particular Monsieur le President has an office on La Place de la 
Concorde. Ilis style of delivery features long, rolling oratorical phrases 
and dramatic, hanging pauses: a method reminiscent ol‘, perhaps even 
consciously copied from. General de Gaulle "I have no nationality. I have 
forgotten my nationality. I am above nationalities. J am truly a world 
president. 1 work as best I can for the general good." You can't argue with 
facts like that 

This is Jean-Mane Balestre. He is president of FISA, the organisation 

that ru-iie world, motor aport 11« ie alno proeidont of FIA, the world body 


for all the national motoring associations (like the AA). Both organisa¬ 
tions are personal autociacies against severe competition, Balestre is 
regarded as the most autocratic ruler in sport and also the most deeply 
eccentric 

He is a man of huge passions, huge appetite for work, vile temper and 
elephantine charm. He is preposterous, naive*, visionary, brilliant, 
shrewd, effective, exasperating and sublimely batty In some ways he is 
utterly repelling: 1 liked him enormously All reactions to Balestre are 
enormous and contradictory. 

How loathsome it would be to work for him. Our interview was inter¬ 
rupted by a bawling-out of his press secretary and, later, of another 
president who accidentally intruded, a president who, eminent enough in 
his own organisation, was just another office boy in Balestre’s domain. 
Balestre is not a man frightened at the thought of making enemies. 

His gift for communication is enormous. My own French is not quite 
blciAjk bull KtauUurd, but I foilowcU every word he spoke. Indeed, 1 nung on 


his lips. He is a comptUlmg man: "./e suis contre le star system. Je suis 
contro le show business. I am very much against both these things, and 
when the journalists write about Formula One as a circus, I am very 
annoyed. I believe that sport comes above all commercial interests, parti¬ 
cularly motor sport.” 

This IS the moment for the smart journalist to interject that Formula 
One IS the most money-obsessed sport in the world. The motoi* industry is 
one of the largest in the world, and motor racing is its showcase. The 
tobacco industry is equally colossal, motor racing is its billboard. But you 
can't interject when Balestre is talking: as well stop a charging rhino with 
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His 

egocentricity 
is so open» so 
naked, it is 
almost 
endearing. If 
you don’t have 
to work with 
it. He is a man 
of 

phenomenal 
energy, 
phenomenal 
drive, not to 
mention 
phenomenal 
courage. He 
had a triple 
bypass 
operation in 
1989, was 
back at his 
desk within 13 
days. lU 
health has not 
stopped, him, 
scarcely 
slowed him 
down 



a well-timed quip Besides, he anticipated the question. 

“There are huge budgets in motor sport, hundreds of millions of 
pounds. Always there is a clash of interest, and the federation must make 
a stand. Done: sport must take precedence over money. And so it is the 
responsibility of the president to establish regulations which must ensure 
an equal chance for every participant.” 

Perhaps that means that if you are too good, you find trouble. Certainly 
Ayrton Senna, Nigel Mansell and also Ron I3ennis, of McLaren, might 
think so. Senna and MoI.Aren will forever feel that Balestre robbed them of 
the world drivers’ championship in 1989 through a disqualification. 

Baleatre’s iritciiacrly persona,! f>tylo of Ifradcrcship turns all I'ow® into person¬ 
al feuds. 

His egocentricity is so open, so naked, it is almost endearing. If you 
don’t have to work with it. “It is a very important thing for the president 
himself to be good To be credible? and reliable Trustworthy. If such a 
thing is established, we can lx; very suc^cessful ” 

He is a man of jjhenomenaJ er»t?rgy, phennrmm.il drive, not to mention 
phenomenal courage. He had a tripl.* bypa.ss npcM atuHi in 1989, was back 
at his desk wit,hiri 13 clays 111 health Inis nor stopped him, scarcely slowed 
him down He was a jouiauihyl once, though not like any journalist 1 have 
ever worked witli 

“We began with three peopU^ in a small rooin with £300 in our pockets. 
We did everythiiig journalism, management, sweeping the floor. We 
created it w'ltli much energy, much work. inuLh intclhgonc'e We started 
with throe piiopie and one paper* When I Icfl. we had 1*4,000 employees, 
including 3.000 jourr.alists, 4.^ titles, 14 printing siiop.s, three JidverUsing 
agencies and 30 radio stations And I l(‘ft to take uj; the presidency of 
FISA ’ 

Balestre whs involved in the formation of FISAm 197h He has fought 
endless w’ars, skirmishes and duels, most notably with the Formula One 
Constructors’ Association And IVninula One still majvhes from strength 
to sti-engtti aftei' the Olympics iiad i’ootUill it i.s the biggest moneyspin- 
nei* in sport. 

That makes FlSAthe thu d most puwei’tul body in world sfKirl. “ FISA is 
my child You are necessarily nuit ivrited to look after your child I am very 
sentiniontal And 1 have a great affeetion for the people who risk their 
lives The great champions i/s sot)t los plua pures chevaJieyrs de la jeunes- 


se des temps niodevners lYudnisez bwu ca." he added to the interpreter. 


JEAN-MARIE BALESTREiCAREER HIGHLIGHTS 


Eirly 1t39: sub-editor and reporter, Pfx>itede Khva (journal of the 

International League Against Racism). 1942; Resislanco volunteer. 
A9lllllliSlratl¥0 Caraer: 1152: Founder, Federation FrancaJse du Sport Auto- 
iiaobiie (French Motor Sport Federation). 1964: joint founder and secret¬ 
ary genei'al. Syndicat National des Autoiuobiiistes {National Motorists’ 
Association), 1973: president. French Motor Sport Federation. 1978: 
president,‘Federation International du Sport Automobile (International 
Motor Sport Federation). Since 1985: president, Fedemtion Interna¬ 
tionale de LAutomobile (International Automobile Federation) 






“They are the purt?st kni^lus of the youth of nioflorn times.” s)io said 
Doesn't sound the same in Kng-lusii ci 'esn't s<mnd thf‘ snmo when not 
thundered out by Monsieur le pT-esidcnt ‘TVon.s sfi/Ti/ne sune rivih.^aUoii 
autoxtjobile." he said “The twentietJi ( oiiturv is llie ec uturv of the auto- 
mobile. Kvory schoolboy dreams ol his first f?ir And t'ornmia Uae is the 
spearhead of the industry ' 

“There are 3n constructors of CMt‘s in the ontin? world 1'herc aie 36 cif 
them who are members of FISA scorn mission, iind 32 take part in FISA 
iiailipio 11 ships. Why"'^ ht^u?Jlu^5L' it i& the f^re.a^t clmnt to fitatiH' bastion 

and to win great cominercud battles I'hec ruit vicUirif^s in ohann 
pionships and to sell cars ’* 

This great contradiction liovers Ixdiiad tin* words ol all sports power- 
brokers. We must keep c‘oinnierT iaiisin out ol sport, they say. never failing 
to add that their sport s income c;ouid buy and soil nations Sport provides 
beauty and excitement to billions of people across tlie world \ cumulative 
total of 17 billion watched Grand Prix racing in lOf-io Balestresays “And 
on that evidence it is the most important sf»ori in the world ” By that 
reckoning, incidentally, or not incidentally. Balestro is the most impor¬ 
tant man in sport. 


Balestre, a man who doM 
not compromise. His 
Intensely personal style of 
leadership turns all rows 
into personal feuds. Ayrton 
Senna can easily testl^ to 
that 








FISA is Balestre’s baby and 
therefora he dreams tor it 
like any parent would. High 
and lofty dreams 



Sport 
provides 
beauty and 
excitement to 
billions of 
people acrofls 
the world: a 
cumulative 
total of 17 
billion 
watched 
Grand Prix 
racing in 1990, 
Balestre says: 
**And on that 
evidence it is 
the most 
important 
sport in the 
world.” By 
that 

reckoning, 
incidentally, 
or not 

incidentally, 
Balestre is the 
most 

important 
man in sport. 




These power-brokers earn thoir lotty position in the world at larg’e 
throuprh the popularity of thou* sport, and the money tliat popularity can 
g;onorate But fialest.ro, like all power-brokers, insists on the need to keep 
sport iroe of the sordid business of the market place The paradox is 
overwhelming Sport is not about money, no: but power in sport has a very 
great deal to do with the vast sums of money television exposure can bring 
in 

And there is still more sport has a huge intangible value to politicians 
as well as to mfin of business If you seize control of a major sport, you 
have one of the most satisfactory bases for power and iiiHuenoe readily 
available in a democralie s(x;ioty—or an undemocratic one. 

‘'I still have dreams". Balestre said “I would like to establish a Grand 
Prix nero in L..a Place de la Concorde and along ih»^ Champs Blysi;t;« '* The 
problem is the cjobbles. you need to cover the cobbles for the race and then 
remove the (covering after the race. Kre neh tradition would not permit 
^ihythiiig less 

“Second dream, a r‘ac;e in the Red Square in Moscow Third dream: to 
make the sports car championship as successful as F’ormula One." He is a 
restless, insatiable mair an unstoppable man, too “One more hope. I hope 
to do the same interview with you again in 10 years’ time " Balestre would 
then be 78 There are plenty of people to tell him: vive ]e pi'esident. 

COURTESY THE LONEKDN TIMES 

Next Week: Philippe Chatrier 
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C ONTINUING with 
the Jcafa, face the 
same direction as 
you p\ill the rig^ht 
teg back and go into 
tsuru-ashi daciii or the 
crane stance. Then, look 
to your right as the 
right fist is placed on the 
left fist. Now deliver a 
yoko-giri with the right 
leg even as the right 


hand performs an 
umken-uchi. Bring the 
feet together and go in 
the opposite direction 
with a kokutsu dnchi. 
Follow this up with 
three steps forward, left 
leg first, while the 
hands perform 
mawashi-ukii? with each 
step. 

By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokuahinkaikan karate 


Step forward with the 
left leg and perform a left 
mawaahl—ukl. Follow this 
up with two more steps 
forward, with mawaahl- 
ukis (as shown In Inset) 


PHOTOC3HAPHS RAMAN BMALLA 




















S TILL trying to 
shed the excess 
weight that you 
had put on over the 
year end*^ Puzzled at 
how youi' body is not 
responding to the 
seemingly torturous 
programme you Ve been 
putting it to? Well folks, 
don’t Jose heart yet. This 
week we are providing 
you with all the info 
you’ve wanted on how to 
fight body fat and win.... 

We suppose we don’t 
have to start all over 
again, as to how 
inactivity breeds 
obesity. But 
nevertheless a word 
about how exercise 
works for the body 
Exercise generates heat, i 
burns calories, and at 
the same time, turns on 
the metabolic furnace. 
This is why wc feel so 

good «.ftcr cTAcrcioing. 

In a society where 
automation is the 
pjiHSWord, physical 
exertion has taken a 
biujk'Seat and the end 
result is an overweight 
majority with soft, 
underdevelojied muscles 
that are not geared to 
fulfill the maximum 
metabcjhc potential. 
Contraction of muscles 
generate heat as 
hydroc'artxins from the 
food are procJessed. 
Oxygen burns the 
hydr(x;arbons to carbon 
dioxide and water, and 
as a result energy is 
released The muscles 
actually convert less 
than of the energy 

into mcK?hanical energy. 
The rest is released as 
heal. During exercising 
or strenuous physical 
aiilivity, bUxxi flow 
thi'ough the skin 
increases and this 
explains the healthy 
flush that accompanies 
exercjiaing. The skin 













also acts as the xiatiural 
air conditioner of the 
body—it lets out sweat, 
the evaporation of which 
lowers the temperature 
of the body. 

If the energy used 
exceeds the calories 

provided oue's diet, 

the brain stimulates one 
to eat more. In this way 
the brain helps you to 
maintain a stable body 
weight. Other than 
burning calories, 
exercise also creates a 
craving for calories to be 
put in, to replace the 
calories burnt. 

Reducing calorie intake 
shuts down the energy 
system and decreases 
heat production. 

If both methods 
(eating and exercising) 
are used sensibly, then 
the body maintains a 
more or less constant 
weight. If you override 
the brain’s stimulus to 
eat more, through sheer 
will power, you will lose 
weight. If you limit your 
calorie intake and follow 


a vigorous exercise 
pattern at the same time, 
you will cause a negative 
calorie balance, and 
make yourself 
susceptible to the ills of 
under-nutrition. 

Now to one of the 


questions that you 
always wanted an 
answer to, but never got 
a satisfactory one. How 
many calories does an 
exercise regimen burn? 
Actually this question 
has no ready answer 
because tbe energy 
burned for various 
activities have always 
been measured over a 
short time span, 
whereas real effects on 
the metabolic balance 
last much longer. 

A good method to 
estimate the work done 
during a workout is to 
use your heart rate. This 
is closely related to the 
amount of blood the 
heart is pumping at a 
particular time. The 
goal is to increase the 
work of the heart, 
making it deliver more 
blood to provide more 
oxygen, to the working 
muscles. The muscles 
need the oxygen to act 
on the fuel 
(hydrocarbons) to 
release energy. As your 


level of fitness improves, 
you can do more and 
more work to achieve 
the same heart rate. 

Even a sxnall amount 
of physical activity will 
increase the heat 
production and oxygen 


usage. How long and 
how much the energy 
requirement is 
increased is totally a 
function of how long 
and how vigorous one’s 
exercise programme is. 
Hookies with a low level 
of nuxesB, cannot 
exercise at a high level 
for long. As the fitness 
level increases, the 
levels of energy 
requirements after 
exercise also increase. 
This is why you see 
bodybuilders devouring 
mountains of food and 
yet not putting on 
weight in the wrong 
places. 

But if you are inactive 
and simply reduce the 
calorie intake then you 
will lose body protein. 
Sounds like a novel way 
to lose weight, doesn't 

it? But in the bargain 

you xnight also end up 
losing some heart 
muscle. Frightening? 

The only safe way to 
lose those excess kilos is 
to follow a regular 
exercise programme. 
But exercise done in bits 
and spurts does no good. 
Develop an exercise 
schedule and stick to it. 
Toil it out and the 
results will be evident. 

Complementing a 
healthy diet with your 
exercise programme is 
equally important. Also 
make sure that you 

follow An overall 

exercise programme so 
that some miiscles do 
not enlarge at the 
raepenee of others that 
are losing protein. Low 
intensity exercises like 
walking is one of the 
best antidotes to obesity. 
Don’t Just try to lose 
kilos, try changing your 
body combination to 
look and definitely feel 
better. • 


THE 

HEALTH 

COLUMN 










What happens when a 
Bombay hospital wants to 
set up a Sports and 
Fitness Clinic? They rope 
in the superstars from the 
sporting arena and the 
stars from the glitzy world 
of showbiz, that's what! 

Offering all the facilities of a modern 
gym, an aerobics and yoga room, sauna 
and steam sections, electrotherapy and 
pain relief facilities, this will be available 
to all fitness enthusiasts as well as 

hardcore athletes 






Far left: Sachin Tendulkar hos by now 
got more used to the Bombay beat. He 
was only too happy to be 
photographed with Pakistan cricketer 
Moshin Khan. 

Top: Others present were (from left) 
Vinod Kamble, Manjrekar, 
Azharuddin, actress Madhuri Dixit, 
'bad man' of the silver screen Amrish 
Puri and film director Subha^ h Ghai 
Below: The more sober 'Gabber 
Singh' Amjad Khan jocularly 
addressing the guests at the nite. With 
him on the dias are actress Neelarn 
and cricketer Kapil Dev 










PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
SANTOSH GHOSH 








Top Left: Yet another group who pose in front 
of the cameraman (from left); Manjrekar, 
Tendulkar, music director Loxmikant, singer 
Suresh Wadkar, Maine Pyar Kiyo's romeo 
Salman Khan and singer Manhas Udhas 
Below: Sanjay Manjrekar enjoys such shows 
and is Q competent gazal singer. Amrito Singh 
and Amjod Khan listen attentively 
Left below: Discussing a point ore organising 
secretary and Indian cricket team 
physiotherapist Dr Alt Irani and chairperson 
Dimple Kapadia who of course needs no 
introduction 





NATIONAL BILLIARDS CHAMPIONSHIP, CALCUTTA 


SUBHAS AGRAWAL 



T liEHE was Subhas 

Agrawal—and then there 
were the others. It was, as 
simple as that. For once 
the 57thNational Billiards 
j C'hampioTiship really got going, in 
j Calcutta it becjame quite evident 
! that tliere was little the others 
j could do to stop the 42-year-old 
: fi'om winning his third title. Their 
! fight was restricted to the second 
I S|:x)t 

! Yet. the week-long 
I championship produced quite a 
; few surprises and some absorbing 
I billiards There were moments 
I when even the “impossible’' might 
i J ust tie achieved - -that Agrawal 
j would be relegated down the 
I ladder, 

j There was defending champion 

I and top seed Ashok Shandilya, 
j 1 Lirkuig alarmingly close, and 
! always threatening to break into 
I the league where Agrawal 
! l eigned Then there was Sonic 
i Miiltani and his voracious 
I a ppetite for the big breaks and tall 

TVie defending juniors 
champion and the third seed in 
the seniors event. Multani, was 
slKX ked in his opening match by 
Irfan Mirza of Hallways but came 
back with a vengeance. He went 
on to record the highest total 
(11.29), the highest break (253) 
and the biggeet margin of victory 


(791) in the group-league stage. 
But in the euphoria, a very crucial 
trait in his game was being 
overlooked. 

Multani had long stretches 
between his big breaks and he 
added almost nothing to his total 
Every now and then he would 
slump into these spells of relative 
inactivity even when he dazzled 
with his clean potting and delicate 


top table play. As the matches got 
longer—three hours in the 
pre-quarter finals and four in the 
quarters this streak of 
inconsistency became a major 
hurdle for the youngster from 
Gujarat. In the quarter finals 
against Mathew Thomas of 
Kerala, after getting the ball 
rolling his way. with a break of 
261 on the second visit he lost the 





match (1074-1035). The only 
century break (109) of the match 
also came fix)m Multani! Multani’s 
dejection was compounded the 
very next day he lost to Irfan, 
again, in a 5-8 placings match. 

Then, there was Devendra 
Joshi. In his first appearance in 
the billiards nationals the 


Ik. 




Subhas Agrawal Is a figure of 
Intense concentration and 
(inset) he shares the moment of 
triumph with runner up and 
I Joshi 


teammate Devendra • 




24-year-old beat the out-off-form 
fourth seed, Arvind Savur, in his 
first match and then kept 
improving with every match till 
he toppled Shandilya in the 
semi-finals. Many eyebrows were 
raised after that 888-point 
(2069-1181) defeat of the top seed 
but it came as no surprise to Joshi. 
“Subhas (Agrawal) is in a class by 
himself, the next four are of the 
same standard." Anyone can win 
In a matcn agamst uiem if tne ball 
is rolling his way on that 
particular day,” was all that Joshi 
had to say about the win. 

In the semi-final, Joshi had 
Shandilya by the jugular from the 
word ‘go’ Breaks of 114 (second 
visit), 127 (12th), 244 (22nd), 154 
(37th) and 169 (40th) had Joshi 
going into the second session with 
a huge buffer of6663 points 
(1220-557). Joshi now, quite 
predictably, got into the spoiling 
act. As the pot-white-double-bavilk 
was repeatedly resorted to. 
Shandilya ran out of solution. His 
game fell apart and he managed 
just one century break in the four 
hours of the match- -a 110 on the 

Clot visit. Joslii won uuiivliiuinjg'ly 

at, 2012 IJ 28. 

In the other semi-final, Agrawal 
just steamrolled past Thomas, 
winning by a staggering 1377 
point margin (2352-975 after 87 
visits each). Agrawal set off wit^ a 
break of 291 from his fifth visit 
and followed it up a 303 on his 
16th and a 125 on the 17th. Before 
the first session had ended, he had 
added five more century 
breaks-—! 18 on the 36th yisit, 103 
on the 40th, 111 on the 4l8t, 211 
on the 47th and 140 on the 57th. 
Thomas juflt buckled under this 
barrage. The highest break he 
produced in the match was a 64 on 
the 77th visit, while Agrawal 

added ajioth.or century (110) after 
the interval. 

The final was over as a contest, 
even before it was one-hour old. 
Agrrawal spent 32 minutes at the 
table on his fifth visit as he ran up 
a break of620 ending it with the 
pot-white-double-baulk. In a 
superb exhibition of cue-ball 
control. Agrawal had Joshi's 
white glued to the top cushion 
behind the red spot for long spells 
as he launched into a series of 


HOW THEY 


1. SUBHAS AGRAWAL (RLYS) 

2. DEVENDRA JOSHI (RLYS) 

3. ASHOK SHANDILYA (RLYS) 

4. MATHEW THOMAS (KERALA) 

5. IRFAN MIRZA (KERALA) 

6. SONIC MULTANI (GUJARAT) 

7. SHYAM JAQTIANI (RLYS) 

8. ALOK KUMAR (PUNJAB) 


postman knocking and red 
potting, only occasionally having 
to play an in-off to again work 
into the ideal top-table position. At 
376 he had hearts stop for a 
moment when the red. coaxed 
with the most delicate of touches 
towards pocket no. 4. stood 
tantalisingly on its edges before 
rolling in. 

Joshi, mermerised like the 
others watching at the YMCA hall, 
went seven visits after this 
without a point. Then Agrawal 
produced a 362 on the 23rd but 
Joshi Showed great character by 
immediately replying with a 
break of 415. his highest in 
tournament play. It was 1362-532 
at the interval. 

Agrawal continued his prolific 
scoring in the second session (117 
on 28th, 105 on 31st. 166 on 45th) 
and. though Joshi managed 
breaks of 133 (40th) and 155 
(60th) it was all over bar the 
shouting. 

Even though Agrawal won by a * 
2442-1205 margin, it was a 
memorable final in terms of the 
qpiality of billiards produced by 
both. 

Among the other surprises in 
the meet, was also the bowing out 
of Savur before tlie knockout 
Stage. The fourth seed overcame 
Achint Verma of Punjab 619-617 
in a nerve raking finish but it 
became evident by then that Savur 
was not himself at the tAblo. 

Shyam jEigtiani was 
progressing smoothly before he 
met Agrawal in the qpiarters. He 
could take solace in the fact that 
he had the most competitive 
match against Agrawal. 

Ani|i ClwItorlM 





T he Ranji Trophy season of the 
year can truly be termed as the 
season of protests. It also brought 
to the forefront some aspects that 
have to be looked into immediately 
by the admminiatrators of the 
grame in the country. How can 
Jndia produce match winning 
bowlers when the matches at 
home are played on dead wickets? 
Any quotient rule will have its 
ugly repurcuBsions on the game, 
whether it is based on runs per 
wicket or on runs per over. If 
India has to do well in the 
international arena, then the 
wickets will certainly have to be 
made more sporting, where at 
least some result can be arrived at. 
C. PARTHA, 

Bangalore. 


Wetan 


T IIEj idea, of India, holdings tlie 

World Cup soccer (snippets, 
20-26 Feb *91) was really weird, 
and one could not help scoffing at 
the idea. We should at least try to 
raise our standards in the Asian 
level. The drubbing we got from 
PS V Eindhoven is still fresh in our 
memories. Secondly even if the 
final is given to an Asian country, 
then it should be given to South 
Korea, for its representation in 
the World Cup final round. Even 
USSR is a better exponent of the 
game. If we bid for the World Cup 
we shall surely be making 
ourselves the laughing stock of 
the world. And the spectators in 
the country will also have to bear 
the paiu of eeeiiii^ some one-sided 
matches. 

S. SUBESH. 

Madurai. 

EKt raoidlnaiyl 

A USTRALIAN cricket has indeed 
Acome a lon^ way. In 1083 they 
even lost to Zimbabwe in the 
World Cup It has been a long^ and 
painful journey for the Ausaies 
and the man responsible for this is 
none other than Allan Border. He 



IWdFandiig 


has moulded a side that, with 
considerable ease, defeated most 
of the cricket playing nations in 
the world, leave West Indies. If 
they can manage to do so, then 
surely they*will put to rest any 
doubt about their being the best 
cricketing nation. 

RONNIE aUHA. 

J&mabedpur. 

BiceUent l——— 

fllHE article on Allan Border, 
A(13-19 February ’91)by Peter 
Roebuck wtis excellent. One was 
reminded of Chandrashekhar 
while reading the article. The 
series between Australia and West 
Indies is a closely awaited one, 
and for Allan Border it will be the 
fight of a lifetime. Finally, 
Pataudi’s articles, however rare 
thay are, are always welcome. 

B.S. VJ 8 HWANATH, 

Bangalore. 


A new game has come into 

ixistence in oxur country, called 
‘field fencing'. The country 
witnessed the thrilling spectacle 
during a recent cricket match, 
between two top teams in the 
country. The basic rules of the 
game are: 

1) There shall be two players 

wUile wjl aa Helpers. 

2) One player should be 
properly protected (helmet, 
gloves. abdomen guard et 
al). 

3) The rest of the players should 
excite the player with some gentle 
verbal abuse (sledging), while the 
unpadded player sliould play the 
role of the main stimulant 

4) The protected player should 
be excited enough to make a 
physical display at the other 
player who picks up a wooden 
stick planted in the ground and 
runs after the first player. 

5) The players should leave the 
whole area unguarded so that the 
spectators get a good view. 

Points are awaraed for tne 
number of effective blows planted 
by each player. 

7) The whole process is repeated 
with players exchanging the 
roles. 

The main exponents of this 
game— Rashid Patel aiid Raman 
Lamba—should travel round the 
country to make this sport 
popular all over the country. Who 
knows, this might even replace 
cricket in the near future? 
ROHITKAPOOR. 

Calcutta. 


Pages 10-11 and 12-13 of our 
iasue dated 6/3/91 wei« 

interchanged making the story 
'Promises To Keep’ appear 
disjointed. The error is regretted. 



The cover photograph of Sunil 
Gavaskar on the cover of this 
iasueiabyGautamPatole. The 
poster photograph is by 
Moinuddin Hameed. 
















Challenge Yourself 



When I WAS A YOUNGSTER my first 

PRACTICE GROUND WAS MY SCHOOL 
LONG-JUMP PIT. 

n ONLY AFTER I HAD HIT 20 

BAU.d INTO THE OANO FROM 
100 YARDS WOULD I ALLOW 
MYSELF TO STOP. 


THIS IS THE BEST KIND OF PRaCTICE- 
ALWAY5 PUT YOURSELF UNDER 
PRESSURE AS THAT 15 WHAT YOU 
WIU. HAVE TO FACE ON RECOURSE. 





Turn Shoulders after Lay Off 


During a layoff from golf you 

SOON LOSE FLEXIBILITY 


that will stretch 
THOSE UNDERUSED 
GOLFING MUSCLES. 










ROUNDUP 


MADRAS 


' National lUatiilin 


I T*8 the newest sport gaining 
popularity in the country and if 
the conduct of the inaugural I 
National championship at Madras 
last month is any indication, then 
triathlon is here to stay. 

A combination of swimming, 

a rcling and running, triathlon is 
ready pop\ilar in the USA and 
the headquarters of the 
International Triathlon Union is 
in California. In India, it is very 
much a fledgling sport. The 
Indian Triathlon federation was 
formed in late 1989 and the 
honour of staging the first 
national championship was given 
to the Tamil Nadu Triathlon 
Association (TNTA). 

The response was so 
encouraging that the orgranisers 
overshot the Rs four lakhs budget 
by a fair amount. The TNTA 
initially expected only around 150 
entries, but the final figure was 
somewhere in the region of ZZO. 

For the meet, there were entries 
from 15 states, three Union 
territories and five Service 
organisations (the Coast Guard. 
Border Security Force, Indian 
Navy, Services Sports Control 
Board and Central Industrial 
Security Force). Services Sports 
Control Board and Central 
Industrial Security Force). 

The senior event was an 
Olympic distance event which 
consists of a one and a half 
kilometre sea swim, 40 kilometres 
cycling and 10 kilometres 
running. Those participating in 
the junior and sub-junior events 
of ccmrse had to do much less. In 
tht: furmer category, the Uistances 
were one kilometre swimming, 10 
kilometres cycling and two 
kilometres running. And in the 
latter category, the distances were I 
half kilometre swimming, six * 
kilometres cycling and one 
kilometre running. 

Triathlon is bloody hard work. 
Imagine swimming in the choppy 
waters of the sea for one and a 
half-kilometres, then immediately 
go off on a 40 kilometre fast cycle ' 

64 ~ . 



Karunakaran is all smiles after 
becoming the men’s champion 
In the national triathlon 
championships 

ride and right after that run for 
10 kilometres. Just thinking 
about it fires one out, so what . 
about the person who actually 
tries out this tiring routine? Only 
the most utterly dedicated and 
determined youngster can stick to 
the sport for some time and how 
many aedicated and determined 
persons with a singhnmdedness 
of purpose are there in this 
country? Against this of course in 
favour of the Triathlon is the fact 
that the participant could excel in 
three things.swimming. cycling 
and running, all as a result of this 
one sport. 

At the end of the weekend event, 
two participants emerged as the 
stars of the show—S. 
Karunakaran, and Farnaz 


Engineer. Two very different 
personalities from two very 
different social backgrounds. 
Kai'unakaran, a 20-year old youth 
with a bald pate was from the 
fisherfolk community from 
Madras. Farnaz, a sprightly 19 
year-old-second year commerce 
student from Bangalore. And yet 
by the end of the nationals they 
shared one thing in 
common—they were both 
cnampions. 

Swimming is predictably his 
speciality, but Karunakaran 
trailed Delhi’s Pradeep Rana at the 
end of the first leg. Nor could he 
overtake him in the cycle race. But 
he s? hewed remarkable reserves of 
stamina to flash past Rana in the 
road race. He then never looked 
back and won the combined event 
in one hour, 59 minutes and three 
seconds. Rana finished second, 
six minutes and 30 seconds 





behind. 

Faniaz*B buccgbb had a story 
hook touch. She was participating^ 
in the inter-University Swimming 
championship at Trivandnun anH 
only made it to Madras on 
Saturday night. After a few hours 
sleep, Famaz, seemingly bleary 
eyed, was at the Marina beach 
along with other participants. 
Predictably, she trailed 
Maharashtra’s Khushnaz Subedar 

in the owimxning^ event. She took 

over the lead from Khushnaz only 
in the last lap of the cycling event. 
But in the road race, she 
encountered a challenge from her 
Karnataka teammate VT 
Anusuya. Famaz however held off 
Antisuya and finished first in two 
hours, 24 minutes. 24 seconds. 
Anusuya finished second, one 
minute and 33 seconds behind 
while Khushnaz took third place. 

On the opening day, the juniors 
hogged the limelight. Rajiv 
Nagpal of BSF in the j unior boys; 
NR Suneeta of Tamil Nadu in the 
Junior girls, Rahul 
Ramachandran of Tamil Nadu in 
the sub-junior boys and C 
Amudha of Tamil Nadu m the 
sub-junior girls events took the 
respective individual titles. 

Karnataka who sent in the 
biggest entry—36 
competitors—won the overall 
team championship with 99 
points. The men’s team 
championship was claimed by 
Maharashtra while the women’s 
team title was taken by CISF. 
Karnataka won both the junior 
boys and junior girls team titles. 

One last point: The nationals 
received the corporate 
sponsorship of five Madras based 
companies—MRF, Chemplast, 
Rane group. Sliaw Wallace and TI 
Cycles. Big industrial house 
generally come forward to 
sponsor major sporting events 
and by extending sponsorship to 
the fledgling sport of 
triathlon—remember this was the 
first national championship—the 
! five companies showed that 
industrial houses have a major 
role in promoting sport in the 
country, 

PsrIabRamclisiid 
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Baskettefl 

E xhibiting their superiority 
in no uncertain terms, Guru 
Nanak Dev University (GNDU) 
regained the C B Gupta Trophy, 
the symbol of supremacy for the 
All-India Inter-University 
Basketall Championship. Ten 
varsities from all over the country 
participated in the week long 
event conducted by Madras 
University. 

GNDU romped through their 
preliminary matches and in the 
semi final comfortably defeated 
the hosts Madras, 62-51. They had 
an equally facile victory in the 
final defeating South Zone 
champions Calicut, 64-51. 

The final was not all that one 
sided as the final scores suggest, 
though there was no doubting the 
superiority of the GNDU girls. 

The Guru Nanak Dev University 
women's team were the winners 
of the All India Inter-University 
baekotball 


After trailing 25-37 at half time, 
Calicut inspired by a splendid 
performance by their tall pivot, 
Jeena Jose narrowed the gap 
down to four points (51 -55) with 
two minutes left. 

But in those final moments, as 
the Calicut score stood stationary, 
GNDU surged ahead with star 
players Prabhjyot Kaur and 
Parminder Kaur basketting 
effortlessly from every 

uuiiueivable mxgle. 

Calicut had entered the final 
with a hard fought 59-53 victory 
overGandluji(Kottayam). Hosts 
Madras ultimately took third 
sport by defeatin;^ Gandhiji 
04-56. 

Bank ^XHts Events 

T here was a spate of activity in 
Madi'as thanks to the efforts of 
the Banks Sports Board (Southern 
Region). In a space of four weeks, 
the BSB conducted first the 
Inter-Bank Cricket tournament, 
then the Inter-Bank Football 
tournament and finally the 
Inter Bank Cheee totxrnament. 
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This should have been followed by 
the hockey tournament, but 
because of certain austerity 
measures adopted by the 
g'overnment on account of the 
Gulf war, this could not be 
conducted. Indeed, the chess 
tournament will be the last to be 
held under the auspices of the BSB 
till the austerity measures are 
lifted. 

Several State and national level 
players are employed by banks 
and it was no surprise that the 
fare witnessed in the three 
competitions was of a higfh order. 
In the cricket event organised by 
Indian Overseas Bank, 16 banks 
participated and after the 
preliminary rounds were over. 
State Bank of India, Canara Bank, 
Indian Bank and Indian Overseas 
Bank qualified for the semi 
fiinalB. Here while State Bank of 
India defeated Indian Bank by 
four wickets, Canara Bank beat 
lOBby 31 runs. 

The final was a real thriller. 
Batting first, Canara Bank were 
all out for 251 in 44.5 overs. It 
seemed a redoubtable task, but 
SBI were well prepared for it And 
they crossed the target for the loss 
of six wickets in 43.3 overs. There 
were two notable partnerships. 
Nelson D’Souza (109 off 101 
deliveries with two sixes and 13 
fours) and B P Suresh (69) put on 
189 runs in 31.2 overs for the first 
wicket for Canara Bank. SBI’s 
answer was a 130 run fourth 
wicket stand between P C Naresh 
(87) and V P Jayasarathi(74). 

The football event, held a week 
later was organised by Central 
Bank and was a groat crowd 
puller, The University Union 
ground was packed on almost all 
the days and with several State 
and junior India stars among the 
participants, the standard was 
equal to that of the State level. 

Seven teams took part in the 
week long event. Indian Bank and 
State Bank of India topped their 
i-esfiective groups and State Bank 
of Hyderabad and Reserve Bank 
finished second behind them 
respectively 

In the semi finals, while State 
Bank beat SBH 2-j through an 
extra time goal. Indian Bank got j 
the better of RBI only through the I 

^ -- - 


tie-breaker. 

After the thrills of the two semi 
finals, the final was a rather tame 
affair with State Bank easily 
beating Indian Bank 2*0. Both the 
goals coming in the first half. 
They thus regained the trophy 
they won in the inaugural year at 
Calicut in 1989/They did not 
participate last year. Reserve 
Bank too third place with a facile 
3“0 victory over SBH 

Relatively speaking, the highest 
standard of the three events was 
witnessed in the chess event 
conducted by Union Bank of 
India, a week after the conclusion 
of the football event. For, among 
the 70 participants from 24 
banks, there were several 
International Master and FIDE 
rated players. 

The week long event held at the 
Soviet Cultural Centre generated 
tremendous spectator interest as 
can be expected, Madras being the 
home of Indian chess and of 
Vishwanathan Anand. 

Ultimately, after a tussle for 
supremacy between the two 
leading banks in the fray, Indian 
Bank and Union Bank of India, 
the latter emerged triumphant. 
With IM*6 V Ravikumar and D V 


Prasad in their ranks, it came as 
no surprise when Union Bank 
won with a total of 17 points, a 
clear 1.5 points ahead of Indian 
Bank. 

Internationally rated V 
Hariharan and FIDE master 
Shantharam however kept in rii^T) 
Bank in the hunt for the title till 
the end. 

U nion Bank completed a double 
when IM Prasad took the 
individual title with 6.5 points. He 
finished half a point ahead of his 
Union Bank teammate and 
another 1M Ravikumar. 


Ibide^l3 MdBBt 


ATCH them young” is 
Wa popular sporting 
jargon And the BSA SLK South 
Zone under ! 3 cricket tournament 
conducted by the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Asscxjiation at Madras and 
sponsored by TI cycles, last month 
gave enough opportunities to the 
“tiny tots” to display their skill. 

Holders Andhra Pradesh 
retained the title defeating hosts, 
Tamil Nadu in the final through 
their first innings lead In the 








throe d&y finals Andhra scored 
148 to which Tamil Nadu could 
only reply with 117. Andhra 
batted the whole of the last day 
and finished with 261 for five. 

In the first round matches, 
played over two days, Karnataka 
defeated Goa while Hyderabad 
scored over Kerala. The semi 
finals were also played over two 
days and here Andhra beat 
KarnataJka while Tamil Nadu got 
the better or Hyderabad.. 

There were several fine 
performances but pride of place 
should go to the 295 run stand for 
the first wicket notched up by 
Andhra openers. Sameer and 
Naginikumar against Karnataka. 
While Sameer from a Kurnool 
school hit 144, Naginikumar from 
Vizag scored 125 In the final too 
Naginikumar scored 97 and 
seems to be a fine prospect. 

Tamil Nadu offspinner 
Munuswainy was another 
consistent performer. He was at 
his best taking six for 30 in 
Andhra’s first innings m the | 

final His consistent performances 

Tne Andhra Pradesh team were 
the winners of the under-13 
cricket championships j 


got liim the ‘cricketer of the 
tournament' award for he also 
shone with the bat. 

Other awards presented were; 
Man of the Final: Naginikumar 
(Andhra). Best Batsmen of the 
tournament: Jagdish Singh 
(Andhra): Best bowler of the 
tournament: I. Srinivas (Andhra): 
Best All Rounder: Abdul Rasheed 
(Hyderabad). 

In addition, in athoughful 
gesture, the sponsors also gave 
away colourful BSA SLR cycles to 
members of the winning team 

Psrtab RsmchaiKi 


ROURKELA 




AU-OiissaTr 


I N the All-Orissa Table Tennis 
Championship held at the indoor 
stadium, one witnessed the 
emergence of youth power. Albert 
Charles Kindo, the 15-year-old son 
of former hockey star Michael 
Kindo, stole the limelight of the 
championship, by winning the 
three titles. 

He not only won the singles and 
doubles titles in the junior section, 
but went on to claim the men's 
singles title also. 

On the concluding day 
immediately after winning the 
junior boy’s single title, Albert^ 
Kindo met experienced Ranjan 
Pathak in the men’s singles finals. 
In an exciting ft ve set final which 
lasted one hour, Albert beat 
iianjan Pathak 21-19, 17-21, 
21-19, 12-21,26-24 In the boy’s 
singles finaljie beat Rajesh 
Chaurasia in three straight sets 
21-19,21-18,21-18. 

Other results of the 
championship were. 

Men’s doubles—Ranjan Pathak 
ana Debjit smna beat Albert 
Kindo and Rajesh C^haurasia 
21-15,21-16. 

Boy’s doubles—Albert Kindo 
and Rajesh Chaurasia beat M.K. 
Dwivi?di and Srinivash Dash 
19-21,21-15,21-19 

state Body BuMng | 

R OURKELA Young Men’s 

Association recently organised 
a two day’s Utkal Shree State Body 


building Championship at the 
Civic Centre. This was the first 
time that the Steel City organised 
this championship in which 
aroimd 50 competitors from 
various districts of the State 
participated in seven different 
weight categories. 

Puri district emerged the 
champions in the competition as 
their body builders walked away 
with three Utkal Shree title along 
with two runners-up positions. 
Rourkela bagged two Utkal Shree 
titles and four runner -up 
positions. 

Rourkela Steel Plant’s 
Managing Director Dr. S.K. 
Gupta distributed the prizes on 
the concluding day. 

Sslish Shenns 


KANPUR 


RmkHodagr 


S TATE BANK OF INDIA. 

Lucknow Circle humbled the 
Bhopal Circle 2-1, in the final of 
the All India State Bank Hockey 
Tournament played at the famous 
Green Park Stadium where 14 
teams took part. 

Lucknow’s Bora scored the first 
goal, but in the Slst minute Iqbal 
of Bhopal equalised it. It was 
indeed tough going as both the 
teams were evenly matched but 
for the decisive goal scored by 
Bhandari from Lucknow’s side. 
KsNsshAgarwal 
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State BiidgB 


L AWRIE FERNANDES clinched 
the individual title and Denis 

Patrao emerged runner-up in ttie 

State Level Bridge Championship 
organised by the Dakshina 
Kannada Bridge Association. 

M.R. Nijsureand V L.K. Swami 
emerged master pairs beating 
Rajendra and Durgadas. The 
championship organised under 
the auspices of Karnataka State 
Bridge Association attracted as 
many as 40 teams firom 
Karnataka and Goa. 

ACorrsspenils n t 
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A PAVKOF VV«C>'H06eP eiAMBlBS eUAPUV 
TtXK UJSOfRmANIClHOMRSOH^ BET 
TM AT ME OXS> MlT A OOUF SAU- AM VJMSEUEV/- 
ABUE eOOVAROS. TMEOMVifSnPOLATIOM 

^^^TWATT^(E BAU.MADTO BE PRWClA 
naCAA A1EE, BUT \TPVPM'T HAN/ETDtAWOON 
ARAJRyriAY. »»A‘WEDeAI>OFW4M-^ 
■mOWFSOKl M\SSWOrONTOAM ICBO'OJER 
LAKE THE BALL VJASSnU-BDOlM&AB 
"TiXmC PXKEIEOMtSMOWEf/ 


P0R>M6 TME 1976 OU 1 MWC 6 , ROSfeiAM PENCBR 
BORIS ONl6£HEMKO WASSO TAS^TMAT^lO OME 
SAW MIS MITS EVEM TMOO&MTMEY PB&tSTEREO 
ON',-HE ELSCTBONIC SCORING MAfSHINE. TWAT'S 
BECAUSE THEY WEREN'T ReAtWrtItS. OP- 
PICIALS PISCOs/EREP TWATMlS POIUWAS. 
WIREO SO IT WOOLP SCORE A WINNIN& HiT 
VilHOr/HAKlNfr CONTACT/ BOWSES PIS- 
< 5 L)ALinEC? ANPSEMT IN OlSi&RAOE. 






W;fn 


ViaTERWEIGUTS MIKE 0«C0SMO AND LAURIE 
BUXIDN EA^M FECOR^ ANNO OCpOT IN TMEIR 
boot—TUE/ND'dTMEREPEREE/ INAWS 
MATCM IN NEWARK, THE TVO BOERS KEPTON 
F\ 6 WT\N& after TUE eEU.SCXJNDEOENC>lN& 
THE FINAL RDONO. REFEREE OOE WALKER 
•meN STEPPED BETWEENTMtlVK) FLA\UN 6 
eOlCERS ViHO SiMOLTANEDliSLV- AND ACCl- 
D^ALLY— walloped WIMONTVECrtIN. 


A MDRGAN 9rVE«^ PEFUSEOTO stand PDR 
HIS PISQOAUFICATTON ATTME19W OWMPlO 
SAMES^SOHESrA3EPA SIT'DOWN STRIKE , 
INTHEMIDPLeOFTWERlN& PbRSI MINUTES..' 
R^A^IEl6Hr DDN 6 -KIH OHOH WSAS OQ'ED 
FDR H0LDIN6 HIS HEADTDO \0*l IN HiSBCXJr 
V/lTH SCKAET FKSHTER STANISLAW SdRDKIN. 
OFFICIALS FINAUY PERSUADE D THE 'FBO' 
TE S TERTB LEAWE THE RiNb APTH? NEARLY 
AN HOUR. 
















QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQE 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is ‘layout’ in gymnastics? 

2. With what sport is 'flash cut’ 
associated? 

3. He became the first black West 
Indian to play in a Test match for 
England, ironically against the 
West Indies. Who? 

4. Who bocamo th© first piayor to 

score a fifty and take four wickets 
in the same World Cup match'J^ 

5. In the historic Kanpur Test against 
Australia J.M. Patel took nine 
Wickets in the first innings. Who 
took the other wickets? 

ANSWERS 

1. A straight and extended position 
of the body in vaulting, swinging or 
somersaulting. 

2. Basketball. 

3. Roland Butcher. 

4. Duncan Fletcher (Zimbabwe) vs 
Australia in the 1983 Prudential 
World Cup 

5. C.G Borde who bowled Norman 
O’Neill out for 16 

CHESS 

Anand roestabliRhed the lead 
with a virtuoso performance in 
the fourth game of his match He 
really loves the white side of e5 
French Systems be it the Classical 
Variation oi' the Advance 

Dreev played an unusual line 
involving quick queenside 
expansion as in the Sicilian. 
Anand made an interesting over 
the board pawn saci’ifice to retain 
the initiative and eventually 
switched to allout attack winning 
the house. 

White: Anand Vs Black : Dreev 
4th game. Butterfly Candidates, 
T VTgi.H R 1 

le4e62d4d53Nc3 Nf6 4 e5 Nd7 [4 g5 6 

Nt3 nc6.7 Be3 a6I? Unusual More 
common is 7- Cd4 or 7-Qb6 as in 
the 6th game. 

8Qd2 b5 li4 Bb710 b5 b411 Na4 cd412 
BEt? Anand did not want to allow 
the various exchanges that result 
after 12 Nd4 Nd4 13 Bd4 Qa5 14 
b3 Nc5 etc when black has a good 
position. Now the black pawn on 
d4 acts like a self block. Black 
could try 12—Qa5 13 b3 Nc5 14 
Nxc5 Bxc5 15 Bd3 when white 


should have a lot of play for the 
pawn. 

12 Qc713 Bd3 Na514 Nxd4 No4 lb Qcl 
Bc6? This move looks doubtful. In 
fact the whole idea of regrouping 
the queenside minor pieces just 
loses time for black. 

16 Nxc6 Qxc617 b3 Na3? Probably 
dropping back to b6 makes more 
sense 180 0 ReS 19 QeS 26 20 QhS me 21 
Be3 Nb5 22 RfSt Ne3 23 NxeS Qze3 24 Rail 
QeO 25 Kbl Bg726 Bd4 NeS 27 Bxe5 Qxe5 28 
&■ White can afford the luxury of 
regrouping his pieces for 
optimum effect before making the 
decisive break. Ttie opposite 
coloured bishops just increase his 
edge 28 Bee 29 RIE Qd4 30 Qfl Ke731 
Rh2 aS 32 h6 Bf8. (see Diagram). 33151 
gf534Kf5Rg835te6fe636Bxh7Re3. If 
black goes 36 -RhS 37Rf then 37 
Rf7^“ is deadly. 

37 Bxg8 Qe4 38 Rbb3 Bh6 39 Oel + 
40 Qgl Qa4 41 Qa7-i' (1-0). White has a 
mating attack in addition to his 
material advantage 

Devangshu Dutta 
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In a cricket Test at Lord’s in the 
twenties. Australia’s Charles 
McCartney, who was dropped on 
two. went on to score a century 
before lunch. Even patriotic 
Englishmen were heard naying. 
“Thank God for the spilled catch, 
we got to see a scintillating 
inings” Today’s hand from the 
last. British Masters’ Pairs 
reminded me of the incident:- 

Have you noticed the apparent 
error in the layout? On this 
auction North should be declarer 
but he is marked as dummy. That 
is where we got lucky. West had 


* Transfer, # g 
** cue-bids 
■f rnsric-llme 

his singleton diamond on the table 
in a flash....and, before East or 
South could say a word. North 
had tabled his hand! Thank god he 
did. or else another gfem of purest 
ray serene would have lain buried 
in the dark, unfathomed caves of 
obscurity. 

At two other tables where South 
was declarer on the same lead, 
South had finesscKl at trick one, 
hoping West did not have a 
singleton, and suffered immediate 
defeat. Sheehan had no such 
doubts about the lead and found 
an elegant play to bring home his 
slam even though the hearts did 
not break. He won the lead with 
the ace. taking care to drop the 
queen from hand, cashed 
king-jack of trumps, finessed a 
heart, drew the outstanding 
trumps and led a diamond to 
dummy’s nine. This left East in a 
Morton’s Fork; if he ducks, 
declarer pitches his losing 
diamond on the club ace and takes 
a second heart finesse to bring 
home the suit with one loser while 
if he wins, dummy’s diamonds 
provide South with necessary 
discards. 

Yes, I know there is another 
way of making the contract, but 
apart from the fact this line was 
slightly superior, would you not 
rather say ‘nirasa tarubara’ than 
’sushkang kasthang’? 

Stiantsint Ghosh 







Is A Tormented Man These Days 


FLASHBACK: October *90. Beijing Asian Oames. ISOOm^ 

Thegun cracks and Bahadur Prasad moves into the lead straightaway. The 
other runners fall behind him quickly in single file and the race is on. Prasad 
moves with swift, clear strides, a look of confidence on his face. But this way only a 
brief flourish. Prasad was straining while the runners behind were ruxiningat a 
cool, comfortable pace. A t the bell for the last lap, while Prasad had shot his bolt, 
the others, especially Mohammed Sulaiman of Qatar just pressed the accelerator 
and zoomed past the fast fading Prasad who finished a dismal fifth. 

F ormer chief coach Joglnder Singfh Saini called Bahadur Prasad ‘a terrorist’ 
and a ‘sex maniac* after this dismal performance. The Indian media pilloried 
him after he returned, for becoming India’s great disaster. And Prasad, a 
simple bloke from Agra did not know what hit him. For months he moved 
about in a daze, unable to understand the reasons for the vituperation against him. 
And slowly his motivation and love for running began to disappear 

‘I am the most hated runner now* says Bahadur Prasad, ‘because the Indian 
coaches now see nothing good in me.' Prasad is doing off-season endurance 
training at the Karnail Stadium but he has no coach nor a systematic training 
programme. As a result, he has to miss the Inter-State athletics championships 
because he is not ready. 

The Indian coaches have ignored him but world renowned coach Harry Wilson 
thinks otherwise. In a letter to Prasad, (see box) he stated that he would be willing 
to send him a training schedule for the future. And here is the clincher: ‘Please, 
you must keep trying at athletics, as you nave too muon talent to let it go to waste.' 

It is strange that when Harry Wilson thinks so highly of Prasad, that he is being 
ignored? And not been giving the right direction. What in God's name is SAI doing 
in this matter? 

Meanwhile, a depressed Prasad is thinking of training abroad. 1 can* he says 
‘improve upon my best timings of 3:41.93 in the 1500m which I set in the Belfast 
international last year. I think, if I have about six months of training, I can bring 
down my timing to 3:40. 

This is a most cinicial time for him. Unless drastic measures are taken to save his 
career, Prasad is going to be consigned to the dustbin of oblivion, another victim of 
the coaches* vindictive syndrome. 

Harun RKaz 



It is strange that when 
Harry Wilson thinks so 
highly of Prasad, that 
he is being ignored? 
And not been given 
the right direction? 
What in God’s name is 
SAI doing in this 
matter? 


LETTER TO BAHADUR PRASAD FROM HARRY WILSON 


Dear Bahadur, 

Thank you for your card—aa you can aee, I 
have a new address. 1 am sorry to hear that you 
have not improved and I was told that last year 
was a disaster for Indian middle distance 
running. Of course, I will try my best to help you. 
Do you want me to send you training echeduli^ 
What has happened to the man who ueedtocoach 
you? Assxuning you wauat me to send eobedules, 
will you please tell rae:- 

a) What training you are doing at the moment? 

b) Have you any competition arranged between 
now and the end of March? 

c) What are the dates of yotir major 
competitions this year? 

When you tell me the information,. I can plan a 


programme and send training schedules. Pleass 
you must keep trying at athletics as you have too 
much talent to let it go to waste. 

Beat wiahea for 1881. . . 

Yours sincerely, 

-Harry Wilson. 

Harry WHson is the world renowned coach of 
farmer Olympic champion Stew Ovett. He bad 
been invited to India, to train Indian middle 
distsmce runners and BahadtxrPraaadflourisbed 
under hie training. Then, owingtotbepoUtioein 
the atbietiaa fraternity, his contract was 
terminated and he waa forced to go ba^ home to 

Britain 
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F or the heights of man's 
ospirotionsy only the 
sky holds the limit, As 
for his originality of 
odventure ideas, even 
climbing these biizorc, 
precarious and scory rocks 
does not belong to the realm 
of the impossible 






PHOTO FEATURE 


Sports does not only 
mean that you pit 
your skills against 
other players. 

Sornetimes nature 
is an opponent 
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wm Migh obov« the bobbb 
IpiB of our civilitod, 

■■ A confomlnotod 

modem Iff e^ mon's senses 
reoct delightfully to the 
crystalline air ond light thot 
nature pours down so 
profusely on us from its 
ethereol sone of quiet and 
peoce...only as long os the 
hormony remains, ond the 
fury of the most powerful 
ogent of nature does not 
explode into its cotostrophic 

rag«»..Th8» remarkable 

photogroph is token from o 
comera placed inside o foiling 
poroehute 

r ighting the looping 
waves of the wild 
oceons.men 

hove time and ogoin snatched 
owoy glory and immortolity 
from the claws of the dork, 
treacherous forces of noture 
that the seo 
represents...( inset) 













A s this sids-cor-rocsr 
cuts bis woy Hiseiigh 
slush in ofrsnsy of 
s p ssd» noHiro sosms to 
rsspoiNife thoossoult with oil 
its fiiry« swathing the ridor 
wHh o borroge of mod ond 
wofer, posing him the 
iiltimote cbollenge of 
endiifonee ond skilK.« 



S pidmntii Hi raol Mm, 
tlime doringf 
onti-N«wtoiiit« 
climHarf defy noturaond tha 
oH-ambrociiig, inascoipobla 
forea of grovity to 9 rotHy 
their wild, Inctodibla 
poisioiiB4.*Wall, ai long oi , 
thay ratoin Hiair foothoM. 
Eha# quiatly thay will diasolva 
Into riia dorimast and tlia 
walcomkig daoth daap down 
tha ohnanife** 



FROM ETERNAL GROUCH 



Tyson widi Don lOng: 
so what’s cooMng? 


G OSH! Has Mike 
Tyson changed I 
Our sleuths in 
America took a break 


To bratty prankster 


from CNN and gave us 
the latest on the 
ex-champ. Tyson is 
more at ease with 
himself than ever 
before. A 
once-upon«a-time 

ctcmol grouch he is 

now able to actually 
laugh at his previous 
follies (read: due to 
susceptible mood 
s%vings)« “1 feel very 
comfortable with 
myself,’* he disclosed» 
**As time goes by, it 
just happens—^you get 
more relaxed.” 

Relaxed he is but 
his sense of humour 
has not undergone any 
major transformation. 
It remains as bratty 
and mischievous as 
ever. He is upto all 


sorts of pranks as his 
close friend and 
bodyguard, Anthony 
Pitts, would testify. 

Team Tyson created 
a yam—at the cost of 
Pitts—that Tyson was 

on the verge of 

marrying a woman 
dear to his aide. So 
disheartened was 
Pitts when Tyson told 
him of the ring he 
intended to buy for his 
betrothed, that he 
stopped the car in the 
middle of traffic and 
tried to disuade his 
master from marrying 
his sweetheart. Later 
that day at the gym, 
even the mythical 
wedding date was 
announced much to 
Pitts’ great 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


discomfiture, and it 
was only much later 
that the truth was 
revealed. 

**Oh yeah,” said 
Tyson, ‘‘We play bad 
bad jokes. If you can’t 
take it, then don’t 
come around, cos’ we 
do dish it out.” 

So who’s your next 
joke gonna be on 
Mike? ‘Razor’ 
Ruddock? 


















Thing* have to be right for Sanna. Speed Is no 
oonaolallon 


Hero HorxJa 

I T seems as if Ayrton Senna’s quest for total 
Formula 1 excellence is unending, his 
crash-ups bear testimony to that. Ask the 
Japanese engineers who do duty for McLaren 
Honda and they too will testify to the man’s 
demands. 

”It’s not enough. We need more power. 
There’s much hard work to be done.” This is 
exactly how Senna greeted the Honda 
CTgineers in Estoril after McLaren-Honda’s 
new baby, the V12, was checked out by the 
Brazilian. The Japs were aghast! 

After foiu* months of intense development 
work at Waco, Honda’s research centre in 
Japan, their much vaunted V12 was not upto 
Senna’s—-best translated as ‘very 
high’—standards. Senna himself had done a 
fair amount of development work in Japan last 
autumn and then took a break. ”I worked hard 
till October. It was then upto Honda to carry 
on the work. I am afraid they are behind 
schedule. The progress we expected has not 
happened. Now it is time for them to catch up.” 

Senna’s not bothered. Speed is the great 
leveller, and he needs it to level scores with 
Prof. Prost. 
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WANT you to 
I run the peri- 
■ meter of the 
^bfield, and each 
time you pajss that pine 
tree* sprint to the next 
tree. It’s called fartlek.*’ 

For a moment* I 
thought my dad had 
said a word I wasn’t 
allowed to repeat. I was 
13 old and train' 

ing for the midwest re* 
gional Junior Olympic 
Championships half' 
mile. (I peaked early- in 
life.) We were on the 
campus of the Universi¬ 
ty of Akron, where my 
dad taught mathema¬ 
tics. 1 was wearing white 
gym shorts and my Fast 
Trak sneakers, and my 
dad wore Hush Puppies 
and brown pants. 

An unlit pipe hung 
from the comer of his 
mouth, which had just 
uttered the taboo¬ 
sounding word. He had 
learned tne term from a 
hardback green book, a 
leftover from his high 
school coaching days 10 
years earlier. 

That is the earliest re¬ 
collection I have of me, 
my dad and running. 
But there are more. 

Before every junior 
high track meet he used 
to feed me honey. It 
came in a clear plastic 
bottle with a little red 
stopper on the end of the 
no^e. My dad carried 
the bottle in a small 
brown paper bag all 
afternoon like a wino. 
Ten minutes before my 
race he’d hand it to me, 
and I’d squeeze the gol¬ 
den liquid down my 
throat—so sweet it 
almost made me gag. Fd 
jog over to the start, con¬ 
fident that 1 had an 
edge, real or imagined. 

In high school, dad 
would come down from 
the stands after I cros¬ 
sed the finish Mae. (He 



always stood in the same 
spot—up high and left of 

tfic finish line.) **What 

was your time?” he’d 
ask. I’d tell him. Then he 
would take out his stop¬ 
watch. the official time¬ 
piece. “Well, J ^t you 
in,...’’ His time for me 
was always a second or 
two faster. 

The afternoon of my 
last college track meet, 
he cancelled classes and 
drove 45 minutes to 
stand in the rain. In a 
race of five. I came in 
third. Afterward, it was 
still raining, and dad 
and 1 walked a lap 
around the empty track. 

Me in my red-ond-blue 

warm-ups. He in a light- 
brown raincoat and tot¬ 


ing a black umbrella. 

A year later I found 
him sitting in the TV 
room staring at the set. 
It wasn’t on. He said he’d 
had a physical examina¬ 
tion that morning, and 
the doctor found a 
tumor in his back. They 
ran some tests. The re¬ 
sults would be in, later. 

The tumor, thankful¬ 
ly, was benign. Even so. 
that week my dad traded 
in his pipe for a pair of 
running shoes. 

It was a rough begin¬ 
ning. At 52, my father 
handn’t exercised reg¬ 
ularly for 30 years. He 

wasn’t fat, but he wasn't 

fit either. My mom, 
brothers and 1 watched 



that first week as dad, 
with our dog in tow, 
struggled to make it two 
blocks—less than half a 
mile. 

He kept at it, though. 
For a month he fought 
to go for a mile without* 
stopping. And then one 
day. he did it. After that, 
he mapped out 2 and 3- 

mile courses tlirough 
the streets of our neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

Two years ago, at 55, 
he ran a half-marathon. 
It was an awful day for a 
race—sleet and strong, 
cold winds. I had prom¬ 
ised to wait for him at 
the 11-mile mark to run 
the last couple of miles 
With him. His stride was 
choppy, and icicles had 
made a home in his salt- 
and-pepp)er beard. “Just 
try to relax and main¬ 
tain form,” I said. “The 
pain,” he mumbled. “The 
pain.” 

And now, os lie pre¬ 
pares for his first 
marathon this fall, I'm 
debating a point: Should 
I teU my father that—for 
us average runners—the 
pain after 20 miles in the 
marathon is going to be 
twice as acute, twice as 
deep? Or, should I skip 
that fact and rave about 
the euphoria that comes 
when you cross the fin¬ 
ish line. Fve already told 
him that he needs to in¬ 
crease his mileage, to 
run longer, easier work¬ 
outs. And I’ve pointed 
out the importance of 
2 U-nuiers in marathon 
training. 

But the long runs are 
still a month or so away. 
For now, 1 think I’ll slip 
on my running shoes 
and give him a call. We 
can drive over to cam¬ 
pus. find that old pine 
tree. 

And run some fartlek ^ 
together. . « 
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When I retire, I’ll never be 
a burden to my son. 

LiCs TEEVAN DHARA 
is my guarantee for a lifelong pension. 


IJC’s Iee\ jri L'hani pension sehemc 
^lean^ much-needed securitv in okl age. 
long before you retire, Jeevan Dharu 
building for vou a monthly income 
for life Here’s how It works 

11 vou are [lava monthly premium 
of Rs. SOO nil you arc S9, vtni will get a 
minimum t'lf Rs S,59S/- moiithK pension 
ihrougliout your lile from tlie age i if (>0 


Take a look ai jeevan Dhara’s benefits 

* 12 post-dated cheques (one for each 
month) at the beginning ot 

each vear. 

• Premiums paid upto Rs, 40 , 0 i wj a 
year, are 100% deductible from 
taxable income under Section 
»0 CX:a of tlic Income Tax Act. 


• Bonus addition - once when the 
monthly income starts and again on 
the death of the policy-holder in 
addition to the principal sum jiayablc 

to the legal heirs. 


Fqi free hnx fitirf and defai/s contOL i yoj! nearest 
Lie office, any UC agent or Devefupment Office^ 
We will be glad to help vou 






Cift Jnsumnee Corporation of Jndia 
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ALSO; THE PACE WAR 





















"Thera Is a time when you have 
. been under a microscope and 
under pressure for 1S years and 
then the stress begins to tell.” 

JOHAN CRUYFF, Barcelona’s 
coach on the pressures of 
coacNng. He recently had to 
undergo bypass surgery on a 
clogged coronary artery. 


"I think we would like to know 
who the captain is referring to." 
Unnamed ENGLISH PLAYER, 

referring te Qrahem Gooch*s 

statement that some players' 
careers are on the line 


"rve never really thought of 
myself as a Test captain.” 
Wicket keeper i^ SMITH who 
replaced irqured Martin Crowe as 
the skipper, sounds the war cry for 
the final and deciding Test against 
Sri Lanka. 


“I Ju0t picture myaelf doing the 

things I need to win and as tar as 
beatirtg Carl, it’s much like 
winning another race. If I master 
my start, if I master acceteration 
and if I overcome deceleration, 
then I win compete well.” 

LEROY BURRELL, who is rrow the 
favourite to take the mantle of 'the 
fastest man’ from Carl Lewis and 
Co. 
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HAT ves 150 million Australians 
a massive headache and red eyes? 

V V The answer is not 300 
million litres of beer. It’s sittings up all night, 
watching the live telecast of the West Indies Test 
matches which, like the World Cup, seem to go right 
through the night. 

Not that it was without reason either. With their 
team having the West Indians reeling at 6 for 75, 
there was plenty of enthusiasm to stay up.. .and 
guzzle beer in celebration. It took a grieving Gus 
Logie—he had just lost his mother—to stem the flow 


RAJESHKUMAn 



That’s what Viv 
Richards said while 
his batsmen 
swayed, ducked 
and bled against 
the Aussie onsla- 
ught at Jamaica. 
Unfortunately the 
first Test was 
washed out but 
the Australians 
have made their 
intentions clear 


McDermott: spitting fire and venom 

of beer down Aussie throats. Refusing to let his 
sorrow, or Craig McDermott and Merv Hughes’ fire, 
shackle him, the gutsy Logie hung in there. Even a 
McDermott bouncer that left him with seven stitches 
under his eye was not enough to stop him. His 
skipper Viv Richards, not exactly the most generous 
of men when it comes to praise, admitting, “you 
have to admire the courage of a little bloke like that. 
He had just lost his mother and yet he was able to 
put all his problems behind him and concentrate on 
saving the side/’ 

From the opening day of the first Test in Kingston 
itself, the West Indian batsmen were under fire. 

Viv Richards' team is getting back a taste of the 
medicine they have meted out to so many 
cricket teams over the years 


AUSTRALIA IN THE WEST INDIES 
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Even nrhen RAerv Hughes doesn't have hie betUe 
paint on, he looks a dangerous proposition 

Ironically»the ammunition beingr levelled at them 
was none other than pace bowling, the same weapon 
that has proved their main asset against 
international batsmen over the past two decades. 

Not since 1976 had three batsmen (Oaekwad, 

Patel and Vishwanath) been carted off to hospital for 
urgent medical attention. Yet, here, incredibly, it 
was the home side that shed blood on the pitch. In a 
twist of irony, the same hospital that had served the 
Indian batsmen now performed emergency repairs 
on three West Indian batsmen: Gus Log^e, Desmond 
Haynes and Gordon Greenidge. In this incident, 
there was one message that shone through more 
sigrnificantly than any other. The Australians were 
not afraid of the risk of retribution. 

The sad part of it all was that the tourists, having 
led on the first innings of the opening Test, saw 
their dreams evaporate after rain caused damage to 
the wicket. Australia had the psychological 
advantage of going into the Test following victory in 
the first one>day international. The West Indies won 
the toss and elected to bat, yet were six wickets down 
for 75, with McDermott wreaking havoc. However, 
Gus Logie and Jeff Dujon steadied the innings, 

Logie unbeaten with 77 and Dujon contributing 59 
invaluable runs to take the total to 264. Australia 
should have been disheartened, yet the tourists, led 
by David Boon, posted a lead of more than 100 runs. 
Boon, in danger of losing his place during the 
recently-concluded Ashes series, seemed to take his 
time settling into a rhythm, but once he was 
comfortable, his himdred never looked in doubt. 

McDermott, who took five wickets in the first 
innings, had just recovered from nine stitches above 
his right eye. courtesy the pace of Curtly Ambrose. 
With the stitches fleshly removed, the Australian 

vowed to find the paoe and fire likely to trouble the 

home team—and he did, too. 

All the frontline batsmen felt his sting. Logie had 
seven stitches, yorker that smashed in into his toe 
before McDermott sent his stumps cartwheeling 
away into the haze. Having bowled as fast as at any 
stage of his career, McDermott was gentleman 

enough to go up and enquire 
about the state of Haynes' 
health. Yet for the Australian 


le (picturaci here with ths WMt Indies 
fo) wee stopped by nothing; not even his 
’s death or etttches courtesy a McDermott 
bouncer 























R ichards was rattled by 

I the foot that it was his 
; \ botsmeti-r-as opposed to 
the touiists-rdolng the 
ducking and weaving in . 
the middle* DrapOd in only 
a towel* he paced the 
dressing iraom as his men 
swayed ond bled and 
' suoc.ttnd3'^ ■ 


the book to repair the damag'e (they even set fire to 
one section, hoping it would dry the turf out!) 
precious hours were lost. 

Austrailan coach Bob Simpson, never one to mince 
his words, declared. “I am disappointed that the 
whole world is watching some thing like this and 
they put the major ground cover over the practice 
wickets. In a tropical climate you would have 
thought that they would put every possible cover on 
the most important area.*’ His words were echoed by 
former West Indian great Lance Gibbs, who said, “I 
thought that at a Test ground of this standard, 
things would have been in place. ** 

But they were not. And we shall have to wait for 
the next Test match to find out which side is better 
equipped to wear the mantle of the leading 
Test-playing nation in the world 
DavM McNalion in Melbounw with Wmam Rhodes in 
iemeica 






















[ r 

I 


If the W est Indians have a fearsome reputation for 
fast bowling, how come it’s their blood that's been 
flowing in the Caribbean?DaT)id McBl^on writes 
on how tough the Australians really are 








War paint on, McDermott 
goes to battle 
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ven though we have 
not even reached the 
halfway mark in the 
battle for Test 
supremacy oetween tne 
West Indies and 
Australia, it is clear that 
the Caribbean batsmen 
are susceptible to fast, 
consistently hostile 
bowling. And, contrary 
to expectations, much of 
the blood tfiat has so far 
been spilled has been 
West Indian. 

It is a fairly ironic 
twist to the whole 


...it Is clear Ihat fhe 
Caittbeon habmen j 
are smcqMilde lo 
Cast, con^eiifly 
besllle bewlliig. 
And cenlrary to 
wpectottens, oiocli 
cl dn Heed Hurt has 
sa far boon spUtod 
luB boon West 


scenario. Fast bowling, 
sustained and 
encouraged by a 
succession of West 
Indies captains, has 
proved the launching 
pad for the side’s success 
in international cricket 
With a virtual 
assembly line of fast 
bowlers from the 
islands, the West Indies 
has been able to take in 
its cricketing stride the 
decline and retirement 
of legendary men like 
Andy Roberts. Michael 






















( 


Holding-, Joel Garner 
and CoJin CJrofi. Those 
who tcx)k their places 
wore no less determined, 
no less lal(‘nt.ed—and 
primarily, no less fast. 

Yet this proud 
tradition is being: defied 
by a clutch of Australian 
bowle?rs And strangely 
enough, not one of the 
fast moil at Allan 

Bordor'e dicsponal on IHio 

tour IS a newcomer to 
the sport. The two 
juniormost of the 
bowlers, Craig 
McDermott and Bruce 
Reid, have been playing 
for their country for a 
combined total of almost 
10 years. Merv Hughes 
made^ his Test debut as 
far back as in 19B5 
Michael Whitney first 
played Test cricket in 
19H1 

All four howlers have 
spent time in the 

Ambrose and Marshall; 
relied dy their own | 
medicine 


Taylor 90IS8 in the 
fint Ton, yol fartw 
dainitd it wot Gooff 
Nanh who showod 
him how InsI to 

toko tile foil 
howlon oporl. "He 
foiindiod fheoi" 
soidTayior 
owotlntck. "I'm 
Honding of (he 
otter end, just 
hanging in there 
and Geoff is 
crenniing ttem. 
Inking if to ttem. 
I'G never forget 
Umt" 




wilderness, either 
through injury or 
indifferent form 
McDermott was once 
deemed to have a 
questionable 
temperament, and paid 
the pi*ice for his attitude 
by waiting two years 
before being recjalled to 
the Test side this season. 

Reid, the giant West 
Australian, suffered a 
spinal injury that put 
him out of all grades of 
cricket for two seasons 
This year, he took to the 
field tentatively, to see 
whether his back would 
stand the ngoui s of 
quick bowling It did. 
Flis form for his club 
pi’ompted a state recall 
for the Sheffield Shield, 
and when ho destroyed 
the England batting in a 
state match before the 
Ashes series, it was 
obvious he would be 
back in the side—if his 
back held up. Again it 
did, and Reid was back, 
bowling left-arm into 
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Ambrose rockets one 
through and the battle to 
Intimidate is on 

Australian folklore as 
well. 

His aggression, his 
ability with the bat, and 
his fighting qualities 
have made him an ideal 
team man and though 
his captain despairingly 
calls him “Gronk' in the 
manner of a caveman, it 
is Hughes who rallies 
the troops to the battle 

These, then, are the 
men who are taking the 
fight to the West Indies 
by using the traditional 
island trump card fa&f 
bowling—to destroy Wei t 
Indian batting hne-ups 

It has been a 
hard-fought battle, 
physically and mentaPy. 
Apart from the 
aggression, the weaving 
bats, and bleeding scalps 
and foreheads there has 
been the question of 
gusting it out in lough 
conditions Ask Mark 
Taylor what it feels like. 


the history books 
against England at 
Melbourne, where he 
took 13 wickets in the 
match. 

Hughes, with 
shoulders the width of 
three axe handles and a 
belly that at one time 
matched that girth 
admirably, seemed at 
best to be the sort of 
player who would 
appear in about 10 Tests 
for Australia and then 
drift on, in much, the 

same manner as Jeff 
Thomson before him, to 
fishing. But Hughes 
shook off criticism about 
his corpulence, ignored 
Allan Border's 1988 
comments about his 
being overweight and 
came back to carve a 
valuable place for 
himself, not just in the 
cricket side, but in 


The West Indias' 
prond IniditioB of 
fast bowling is 
beii^l dsfied by o 
chilch of Anstralfatt 
fast bowlers, and 
yol not one of the 
fnst bowlers of 
Alfan Border's 
(fisposnlisa 
Bowcoaer lo the 
q»rl 


Taylor, the chunky opening batsman from New 
South Wales, was literally driven to tears m an 
early tour game. On his first tour of the West 
Indies, he learned his lesson the hard way. 

Despite his glowing record in international 
cricket, he found it hard to cope with the sledging 
and assorted other tactics in the match against 
the President’s XI at SL Kitts. He spoke angrily to 
Hi<^hie Richardson when he moved fielders while 
bowlers were pounding in; he was appalitKi by the 
volume and the vehemence of appeals; he was 
incredulous at the partisanship of the crowd 

Taylor, normally stolid and dependable, was 
disoriented enough to run tw’o of his teammates 
out. Had iie given it all away and thrown his 
wicket. it would bave bt^ji eui laudable 

aberrai ion. But Taylor thrust out his jaw and 
vowed to beat the fast bowlers at their own game. 

His frustration almost caused him to shed tears 
and later in his innings, when the crowd 
applauded a series of short-pitched deliveries 
c gainst him, he invited them to applaud his 
strokes that brought boundaries off the fast 
bowlers. At the end of the day Taylor had scored 
1 01, the fast bowlers had been conquered and the 
ghosts of doubt about his shaky Test debut, 
bedevilled by Patrick Patterson and Courtney 
Walsh on Australian soil two seasons ago, had 
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been exorcised. Thai one 
innings summed up the 
attitude of the 
/Vustralians on this tour. 
Nothing would get the 
better of them. 

That fortitTido ataod 
Taylor and 
Australia in gcxxl stead 
in the first innings of 
the ram-affecUxi first 
Test m Kingston, 
Jamaica. With the West 
Indies having recovered 
from 6‘75 to 26*1 all out, 
it was up to Taylor and 
fellow opener Geoff 
Marsh to ensure that 
Australia did not go 


I Nark Taylor's 
imslralion with Ike 

dodging and 
partisan crowd 
almost drove him to 
tears, but he thrust 
out his jaw and 
vowed to boot the 
iasi bowlers ot their 
own game 


under. 

Ensure that, they 
most certainly did. 
Taylor got 58, Marsh 69, 
and the pair put on 139 
for the first wicket, 

la,yiiig the? fuuiiUiitiuii 

for Australia's challenge 
that brought a fi rst 
innings lead Yet Taylor 
claimed later that it was 
Marsh who showed him 
how best to take the fast 
bowlers apart. “He 
smashed ‘em, ” said 
Taylor, awestruck. “I'm 
standing at the other 
end, just hanging in 
there and Geoff is 


McDermott and 
Reid hove boon 
ploying ior 
Anslrafiaioro 
combined total ol 10 
years. Morv 
Hughes mode his 
Tost debut os for 
bock as in 1085. 
And Niclinol 
Whttney first 
played Tost cridnt 
in 1981 









creaming: them, taking- 
it to them. Til never 
forget that " 

Their century 
partnership not only 
gave Australia a flying 
sfart, it was a 
psychological 
landmark. In 37 Test 
matches against the 
West Indies on home soil 
in the last 10 years, only 
three other opening 
partnerships have 
produced century 
stands. • 
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'Keep Off The Grass'. But where is ail the grass anyway in 
this bleak snowwhite desolation of the harsh London 
winter, engulfing the Lord's Ground and the stands, and 
reminding one of how green this valley of cricket once 
really was, and will be again as the summer comes... 
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MEIUM—POWER SERIES IV 


Simo n Barnes meets the men who wield pow 

ROMANCES 






■ HERE is a theory that anyone who is attracted by politics is, by 

definitifin unfit to govern. Anyone who seeks election, who 
seeks power, who has so obvious a taste for the beauties of 
self-advancement, is clearly incapable of governing with altru¬ 
ism and wisdom. 

The politicians who govern sport seem obsessed with the 
joyless pursuit of power for its own sake. The style and flamboyance found 
in sport is lacking in many of those who govern it. But Philippe Chatrier, 
the president of the International Tennis Federation (ITF), is a romantic: a 
poet, a dreamer. 

That does not mean he dislikes power, far from it. It does not mean he 
cannot in-fight with the best of them. It does not mean he sees the world 
unrealistically. He just pursues prawer in a thoroughly romantic way. If he 
has the manner and charm of d’Artagnan. he is a d’Artagnan with a 
field-marshal s ambition. 

Ills charm is devastating, and quite genuine, quite unforced. Normally, 
when you meet a man addressed as “Monsieur le President,” you arrive on 

time and wait half an hour in. the lobby. 1 was half an hour early for 

Chatrier. I was shown to his office straightaway. And soon afterwards, of 
course, calling him “Philippe” such is the atmosphere he creates around 
him. You could not wish for an easier president. 

Unless you tried to oppose him, of course. He has as much steel as 
charm; ho likes to over-emphasise the first and leave you to guess at the 
second 

He was a tennis player, never of the first rank, and he was a journalist 
until he was 40. At 63, he still bristles with energy and ambition. He was 
the only one of the power-brokers I met who enthused about practitioners 
of liis sport. He gets a great kick out of tennis, and is the sort you find at 
court 13 watching a rather recondite encounter while Becker is blasting 
away centre stage. 

“All my life, and in 14 years as president of the ITF. I have tried to 
reconcile the concepts of amateurism with the realities of professional¬ 
ism,'* he said. “It is so difficult to try and protect the values of amateurism 
iii a wviiicl uf pj-oft^ssionalism, so difllcult—and I Ulstinctly feel I ajn losing 
the battle. I will keep fighting, but unless a miracle happens I don’t see 
how the battle can be won.” 

Chatrier sees the over-valuation of money as an American-led phe¬ 
nomenon. He cannot understand why Joao Havelange in football and 
Jean-Mane BaJesti-e in motor racing are doing all they can to seduce the 
United States. ‘T don’t want to accuse the Americans, because we owe them 
our freedom—but in sport, it is now forbidden to forbid,” he said. “I said to 
Balestre, you are lucky your sport is not popular in America. If it was, 
your authority over motor sport would be gone.” 

He regrets, understandably enough, the remoteness of big name play- 
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era, their entourages of agents: coaches, wives, parents and **bouffonB of 
all sorts...it is a war and the agents are killing for their dollars.’* He 
regrets all the other symptoms of big money tennis. But for all that, he is 
the man who got the word "amateur” scratched from the Olympic voca¬ 
bulary. 

Chatrier reckons that his three principal achievements in tennis have 
been his unquestionable improvement of the French Open, his creation of 
the department of development to encourage tennis all around the world, 
and the introduction of tennis to the Olympic Games. 

It is hard for us, in the country of Wimbledon, to understand quite how 
much this means. Why bother to have a second-rate tennis tournament at» 
a colossal event like the Olympics? But the point is that the Olympics 
provide the greatest power-base in sport. Tennis has always been big in the 
developed world; it is now bigger globally than it has ever been. There 
were lOO national federations affiliated to the ITP before Olympic recogni¬ 
tion; now there are almost 160. The power and prestige of tennis has 
doubled; and with it, the power and prestige of the sport’s president. 

‘T decided to fight for the Olympic Qaxnes in 1973, at the Davis Cup when 










France were playing the Soviet Union in the Lenin Stadium." he said. “One 
of their tennis officials said: ‘it is all very well, but in our country, if you 
are not an Olympic sport you get no help from the government'.” 

The Olympic Games are even more colossal than they seem. That brief, 
bright fortnight casts a shadow over every other week in the four-year 
sporting cycle. Chatrier got nowhere with Lord Killanin, then president of 
International Olympic Committee (IOC)—but with the incumbent Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, he found a sympathetic ear: "It took time, but I knew 
from our first conversation that he was ready," he said. 

iNo sport has ever come more nakedly into the marketplace than tennis. 
Professionalism was always going to be the stumbling block at the Olym¬ 
pics. Chatrier was in tennis when the sport made its painful transition to 
professionalism via the boycott of Wimbledon. “I said to Samaranch, ‘if you 
are not ready for all the players, we can wait. Till *92, or longer than that/’ 
he said. “We ov^e it to Samaranch: he ran the meeting in Istanbul in 1987 
in such a way that it became obvious that we should have the beet players, j 
Because the Olympic movement wants to go for Excellence. Now we have j 
basketball following in our footsteps, and ice hockey. Excellence must 
involve being professional in some shape or form." This was Chatrier’s 
greatest coup; his greatest powerplay yet. However, he is not the sort of 
man to leave il at that. 

His romanticism in no way cuts across his appetite for the cut and 
thrust of politics. The wrangling between the Association of Tennis Pro¬ 
fessionals, which runs the professional circuit outside the grand slam 
tournaments and the Davis Cup, and the ITF, has seen him at his most 
inventive. 

The Grand Slam Cup, with its prize-money of $6 million, was a part of 
this. But the more important part was the establishment of the grand slam 
committee. “It is the moment of trulh, of credibility—the credibility of our 
sport,” he said. “It lies in the grand slam committee. It is the only 
organisation that can protect it.” 

All the same. Chatrier insists he has lost the battle against commercial 
forces- that he says, is partly why he will step down as president of the ITF 
this year. He stays on as president of the French federation, which means 
he keeps his place on the grand slam committee. 

But he is not retiring in despair, seeking a lower profile, abandoing 
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dreams of power, quite the reverse. His achievement in g'etting tennis into 
the Olympics also won him a home on that hallowed ground. He is now a 
member of the International Olympic Committee, and is seen as a protege 
of Samaranch. 

He will work on the admission commission, listening to the cases of 
would-be Olympic sports. Also, at the Winter Games, he has been assigned 
to cross country skiing. "‘So I am beginning to gather pace,” he said. But 
you know, the power is with the executive commission. You can sit on ten 
commissions, but if you are not on the executive commission especially 
with a man like Samaranch, who knows everything and all the problems, 
and most of the time is right - then you are more or less approving what is 
inevitable.” 

Some observers have tipped him for stardom; for the topmost fruit on the 
tree, for the executive commission of the ICXJ. Perhaps even, some say 
rather wildly, as successor to Samaranch himself. 

If Chatrier has a weakness, it is a tendency to shoot from the hip. 
Microphones can provoke him to reckless statements. He cannot resist 
them. He lacks the self-absorption you find in so many professional 
politicians. His streak of poetry is his greatest strength, but naturally, it 
is also his grsat.Ast weakness. 

“I have turned down all decorations I have been offered, * he said. 

"I escaped all that. My biggest satisfactions are to be an honorary 
member of Wimbledon, and a member of the IOC. I want nothing else. My 
life has been sport. I don’t want to consider if I had been in politics, I am 
happy with that.” 

But is not sport a trivial area of endeavour for a life’s work? 

“Ah! It is only you British that think so.” he said. “Sport is a very serious 
matter—as long as you don’t take it too seriously.” 

Concluded 
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quisnoNS 


1 Who was 
• Klapil Dev’s 
first victim in Test 
cricket? 

2 Who is the 
• only player 
to have represented 

two different 

countries in a 
World Cup football 
final, representing 
Argentina in 1930 
and Italy in 1934. 

3 Rallying is 
• the national 
sport of which 
country? 

4 Name the 
• New York 
Times’ tennis 
writer who coined 
the term ‘Grand 
Slam’ with respect 
to tennis. 


5 What do 
.the 

following have in 
common: 

Sanjeevni. Gamini 
and Amar? 

6 Who is the 
• only Indian 
to perform a double 
hat-trick in 
international 
hockey? 


7 Name the 

• two Indian 
players who batted 
on all days of a 
Test. 

8 Who 
. dismissed 
Don Bradman the 
most times in 
Tests? 


READERS 


9 


Which 
' • Indian 
footballer scored a 
hat-trick against 
Australia in the 
1952 Olympic 
Games? 


J. w • similarity 
between the first 


and lOOth Test 
played between 
Australia and 
England? 

1 <4 In Rugby, 
J. . which two 
countries compete 
for the Calcutta 
Cup? 


ANSWERS 


1. Sadiq Mohammad (Pakistan) 

2. Luisito Monti. 

3. Finland. 

4. Allison Danzing. 

5. They are throe forms of kabaddi. 

6. Mohammad Shahid. During the Seoul Asiad, he 
scored six goals In a row against Thailand. 

7. M.L. Jaisimha and Ravi Shastri. 

8. Hadley Verity (8 times). 

9. Neville D'Souza. 

10. Australia won by 45 runs in both the Tests. 

11. England and Scotland. 

12. Teofilo Stevenson. 

13. Qertrude Ederle of the USA. 

14. Khalid Ismail Mubarak 

15. EricHooHs 

IMS QUIZ ims BEEN COMPILBIbT! 

ILL BENNY 
KJUNMMIHI 

MJI0BP.0.IUULLE1TIIBII(MUl 
iwaiiNi 
NERAU 


RATING TEST 


Mnwe 14: Wish you wore part of our quiz team 
Botwean 11 aail 14: You’re not too bad 
Below 11: Sportawortd reading recommonded 

AM «nBM«rt «wnt in by tha oofntri^^ 


•4 Q Which 
J- ^ . great 
Olympic boxer, 
while refusing to 
turn professional 
remarked. 
“Professional 
boxing treats a 
fighter like a 
commodity to be 
bought and sold 
and discarded 
when he is no 
longer of use...?’’ 

•4 o She 

X O • participate- 
d in the 1924 Paris 
Olympic Games 
and won a bronze 
medal in the 100 
meter frejestyle. 
Later, in 1926. she 
became the first 
woman to swim 
across the English 
Channel. What was 
her name? 


14 


Which 

. UAE player 
got a Roils Royce 
car as a reward for 
scoring a goal 
against West 
(iermany in the last 
World Cup football 
finals held in Italy? 

■4 pr Name the 
X O • player who 
ended Bradman’s 
disastrous innings 
in his last Test. 
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Gascoigne’s 

Discomfiture 

S o tlM» 1»ubbto bM burst. 

As has been said in these oolumns 
before, the English always live under a 
folse inflated sense of eelf>importanoe, 
at least as far as football is concerned. 
They think they are the beet, even 
their average national class players are world 
beaters, even though beating the world has 
remamed an almost ancient forgotten 
phenomenon for them ever since 1966. 

So they always overreact whenever they find a 
player who is good. And as expected, when Paul 
Gascoigne emerged on the scene they thought 
they got the world’s soccer god. Despite 
England’s limited success in Italy, Paul 
Gascoigne almost became a cult figure, though 
more for the widely-publicised picture of him 
crying after England’s ouster from the World 
Cup than his soccer. 

And now reality haa struok the English full 

blast when Gascoigne’s club Tottenham Hotspur 
aspired to sell him for a world record fee, possibly 
as much as 10 million dollars. 

There simply are no buyers. Prom Real Madrid 
to Napoli to PSV Eindhoven, officials say the 
price being quoted is ludicrously high, especially 
because there is no certainty that Gascoigne 
would be able to cope with the tough environment 
of European football. 

So, however hard Tottenham may have tried to 
sell Gazza ofl and pocket the cash they badly need 
to clear some crippling debts, it is evident now 
that the young player is not really as hot a 
commodity as they thought. 

And more distressing, now most pundits who 
had used hyperbole in Gascoigne’s praise during 
the World Cup are now having second thoughts 
about their opinions. While trying not to 

oontradiot their earlier laudatory oomments 
about the player, they are trying now to carefully 
point out to his limitations. 

For instance, the Barcelona coach Johan 
Cruyff, just before entering hospital for heart 
surgery, said. “I reoognise he had an excellent 
World Cup and I think he has the makings of an 
outstanding player. But I have reservations about 
how quickly he could adapt to Spanish football.” 

Even more humiliating, Atletioo Madrid’s 
flsunboyant president Jesus Gil said. If 
Gascoigne was available for $1,065, I’d buy him 
tonjorrow.” • 



Paul Gaaeoigna: no hot cake 

ELease note: the price Tottenham had been 


seeking for its superstar was $19.2 million . - 
No ocmunents nsoessary. 
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What Prlea Freedom? 

For Igcr Belanov, fineedom has already begrun to 
extract a heavy toll. When a year ago the dream 
move to the West happened in his life, amid the 
euphoria of perestroiha, which had by then hit 
even the stifling, stagnant and authoritarian 
vrorld of Russian soccer, Igor Belanov was sure 
his life was headed for a new limitless horizon of 
success, money and happiness. And, as a 
footballer too, he was proud to be one of the first 
batch of Soviet footballers in demand lii the 
tough, demanding and professional European 
soccer. 

But soon the dream turned into nightmare as 
ixijury and a shoplifting conviction devastated 
Belanov's career—so typical of many of the Soviet 
Union’s first generation overseas footballers who 
are failing dramatically to take advantage of 
their now-found freedom. 

And now a dejected Belanov^ who is on the 
brink of relegation to the German second ' 
division, admits, ‘Tor some reason we find it hard 
to cope.” 

“Liife is so much differem m tne uasii," says 
Belanov who is so unsure of himself and his stay 
in the West, that he has still got all his furniture 
covered by sheets in anticipation of what he fears 
may be a quick return home anytime. “Here, we 
need time to adapt; unfortunately, a lot more time 
than we thought. And at the moment many of my 
compatriots and I are suffering a nightmare in 
the ‘rich’ western world.” 

Worst of all, Bdanov. with 39 international 
cape and a host of impressive trophies under his 
belt, recently had to put up with the ignominy of 
playing in the reserves for Borussia. 

Soccer’s Newest Messiah 

Jt seems soccer’s ultimate prophet of the 
ziiheUes is destined to come from Afiioa—'So 
^mboUcally. now that the continent represents 
tJM ^^ame's newest emeitfenl jVuue* 

His name is Nil Lamptey Odartey, a 16-year-old 
sprightly youngster who has fbr some time been 
stirring a sensation about himself playing for a 
Belgian dub in Brussds. 

His first name Nil means king, and the man 
wto has confidently predicted hia future 
ooronatlon, believe it or not, is the King himself. 

' Lamptey was only 14 wfien King Pele voted 
blm tile Man of the Match against Scotland in the 
, World Yonth Championships, and said, ‘This boy 
is destined to a great future. He will make history 
liefima he quits soooer.” 



Lothar Mattnaeus: towards greener pestUMss? 

Matthaeus For Spain? 

Rumours are agog in Italy that inter Milan’s 
strongman Lother Matthaeus is about to migrate 
to Spain and offer his services to Real Madrid. AS 
for the reasons behind this sudden change of 
mind, the rumour-mongers point at his alleged 
differences with the Inter-Milan coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni. 

Ironically enough, Lothar Matthaeus not only 
dismisses the gossip as pure nonsense, but 
actually never tired to pay glowing tributes to 
coach Trapattoni as his friend, philosopher and 
guide. 

The German actually cites thi'ee main reasons 
for his recent successes as a footballer. Number 
one, the influence on his footballing life by 
Trapattoni; secondly, Germany’s World Cup 
coach Franz Beckenbauer, and third his move to 
Italy. 

Matthaeus says, “If I had stayed with Bayern 
Munich, I would not have become European 
Footballer of the Year—.a title I regard as the 
highest honour of all. In Italian football I have 
developed beyond recognition and with Inter 
Milan I had to start virtually from scratch and 
fight to earn the respect of five or six estsDUsfiecI 
stars". ' . 

But almost in the same breath as his tributes to 
Trapattoni and Italy, Matthaeus mentions the 
raw deal that the media has meted out to him. He 
simply hates the frequent media interference in 
his private life and holds the press squarely 
responsible for the rumour-mongering, “As soon 
as tiiey detect some footballing problems they try 
to lookfor an unsavoury background.” 

Worst of idl, the Italian tabloid press has now 
spread the story that Matthaeus’ marriage is on 
the rocks. • 
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The Protest 

Syndrome 


The Ronji Trophy comes to o standstill 
thanks to protests and counter 


protests between teams and officials 



Saurav Ganguly injured during the match against Karnataka at the Eden Gardens. Bengal won on quotient 




T he consensus amongst Delhi cricketers and DDCA officials is that the 
Ranji Trophy protests have assumed political dimensions. It is a 
reflection of factionalism in the BCCI and a fall out of the acrimonious 
Board elections in September 1990. 

Dr. S.S. Sareen, general secretary of the DDCA, expressed sadness at the 
stalemate in the Hanji Trophy tournament due to protests. He said, “With the 
Pakistan tour cancelled, this should have been a season devoted to domestic 
cricket. Instead it has become the season of discontent Players fighting on the 
field and squabbling officials has given a bad image to our premier domestic 
tournaments, the Duleep and Ranji Trophy.” 

Kirti Azad. ex-Test player and former Delhi skipper, expressed the fears of 
many of his teammates when he said, “The situation is so confusing at present 
that it is uncertain if the Ranji Trophy will be concluded this season.” Kirti, 
Maninder Singh, Ajay Sharma, Sanjeev Sharma and even Raman Lamba (before 
suspension) are perturbed as they were banking on good performances to stage 
a comeback for the 1993 World Cup. 

Test umpire Ram Babu Gupta succintly summed up the plethora of protests. 
He said, “Karnataka's protest against Bengal isScindia and his supporters 
striking back at the Bindra and Dalmiya group. The umpires according to the 
laws were correct. However, the Karnataka secretary is well versed in the laws 
of the game and so may feel his protest is justified. Earlier, the Delhi-Punjab 
match controversy got precipitated into a crisis with Bindra spoiling for a 
showdown against Scindia. I feel matters should be settled on the cricket 
ground but this has not boon done due to facjtionalism in the BCCI.*' 

Former national coach Gurcharan Singh commenting on the issue said, 
“when 114-cricketers make rules, cricketers will suffer. The quotient rule for 
the Ranji Trophy must be cai-efully examined by a group of eminent cricketers. 
In its current form it is being misused. Bengal took advantage of the quotient 
rule to win quite undeservingly. 1 feel that the rule is wrong as it was framed by 
non-tech meal officials. 

“In the Bengal vs Karnataka match, the rules harmed the better side. The 
team which scored more runs and captured more wickets lost. This is absurd.' In 
such cases protests are understandable,” Gurcharan Singh stated. 

Gritty ex-Test opener and selector Chetan Chauhan said, “Both Bengal and 
Karnataka were aware of the quotient rule and penalty runs clause. Karnataka 
has protested that the Bengal batsmen wasted time. If that was so, then why did 
the umpires allow it? Karnataka knew about the rules and how the game was 
being played. They should have raised the issue. To protest after losing the 
match IS not right. However, it is also unfair, to lose a match after scoring about 
790 runs. I do not believe in the run quotient rules and the BCCI should 
re-examine the issue.” 

Delhi manager Vinay I^amha said. “The batting side always has an advantage 
as regards time-wasting. So the penalty runs issue is not fair. The batting team 
will always try not to bat the full ninety overs and gain an unfair advantage. 1 
think that Karnataka’s skipper SMH Kirmani showed great sportsmanspint as 
they allowed the injured Snehasis Ganguly to have a runner, which wasted 
time. The BCCI's rule of 12 penalty runs for each over should be followed 
strictly. Umpires snould handle the situation su that the bau ing team dues nut 
take an unfair advantage of this rule Rules are made but not properly 
implemented, they are of no value. This is not gtxid for cricket in India, as it will 
lead to a spate of protests. ” 

A senior players in the Delhi team, who wished to remain anonymous said, 
“Karnataka’s protest is justified. Bengal took advantage of the loopholes in the 
law to progress. Last year, in the final they adopted the same devious means to 
beat us on the runs quotient rule. They manipulate the sitxiation so that the 
groundsmen are absent and so it takes time to shift the sightscreen. They used 
time.wasting tactics to gain advantage. This is not cricket.” 
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Is it true that some were punished so that the big stars could be let off scot free? 


THE current Indian domeetic cricket scene, now in its linal phase, has seen a lot of 
upheavals with a spate of protests not only spoiling: the atmosphere of cordiality between 
differen t assocdatione affiliated to the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCd) but also 
u psetting the en tire Charminar Challenge Ranji Trophy programme. The end of the league 
phase of the national championship led to protests Horn Punjab and Rt^astban against the 
Delhi and Districts Cricket Association and Uttar Pradesh respectively that the latter parties 

transgressed the laws of the tournament. 

And while these battles were going an in the board room, the Inter-Zonal Duleep Trophy 
championship final provided a bizarre episode—West Zone paoeman Rashid Patel pulling out a 
stump to assault North Zone opener Raman Lamba at thefagend of the match—a culmination 
of sledging and gamesmanship indulged in by players of both the teams aided by silent 
acceptance of the violations of the spirit of the game by the two umpires officiating the 
match—messrs Ramaswamy and Banerjee. 

This unsavoury incident, condemned all those who witnessed the final at Jamshedpur, 
wasa telling comment on the sad state of affairs prevalent in the game where winning, by 

hook or crook, is all that matters. 


AMAN LAMBA is the latest angry 
young man in Indian cricket. The 
aggressive opener is now bristling 
with indignation. He feels that his 
siiflering is uryust and that he has 
been needlessly victimised In and out 
{ of the Indian team, Lamba bases his ire on two 

j factors. "I was not given a fair hearing. I went to 
I the disciplinary committee meeting 

I weH-prepared witli newspaper cuttingfs, 

! photugcraphs and reports in journals. But the 
three men committee just swept aside my 
evidence. The basic tenets of justice demands that 
a person on trial xs innocent till proved ^ilty but 
1 was treated as guilty. Instead the committee 
c*(^unter attacked me with a conditioned frame of 
mind 1 am bitter that 1 could not justify my 
innocence. It seemed the disciplinary committee 
had ah eady made up their minds about the 
punishment The senior players called before the 
disciplinary committee, told me even before the 
meeting started that 1 was to be penalised. At first 



1 did not believe them, but later when some 
players were just reprimanded and 1 was 
punished, I got suspicious." 

Lamba says he is now banking on media 
pressure for his sentence to be reduced. He is also 
glad that the Association of Indian Cricket 
Players has agreed to take up his cause. Lamba is 
hurt that his North Zone skipper Kapil Dev has 
chosen to remain silent on this issue. Instead of 

def*?nding hie team-mate, Kapil has reaoted 
sharply. In a press statement in Calcutta, the 
North Zone skipper said, "Lamba should be 
thankful that I haven’t opened mouth." 
Kapil's curt statement hints that Lamba had used 
provocative language. In contrast Lamba 
interprets Kapil’s silence as a sell out or 
compromise by the former Indian skipper. 

Apparently, there is evidence that both 
skippers exacerbated the tension and acrimony in 
the match. North zone players say, that Ravi 
Shastii walked into the umpire's room and said, 
"If you don’t call Sanjay Manjrekar back, I will 







give you zero marks.” 

There were no strictures against Kapil and 
Shastri was merely warned. Which prompted an 
incensed Lamba to say, “I have been made a 
scapegoat to cover others faults. Why should I 
pay the price?” 

Some of the other Delhi players are also 
incensed that skipper Kapil Dev let them down. 
Manoj Prabhakar is grieved that he has been 
reprimanded whereas Chetan Sharma was 
allowed to cet away scot free. Manoj » letter to 
the disciplinary committee stated that he bowled 
bouncers on the skipper’s instructions. Initially 
Chetan Sharma was to appear before the 
disciplinary committee but later got exonerated. 

A senior DDCA official found this very suspicious 
He said, “As BCCI President Madhav Rao Scindia 
is also president of the Haryana Cricket 
Asscciation, it seems he made sure that no 
Haryana cricketer was penalised. ” 

Lamba claims he had been sacrificed to pro¬ 
tect the bigger stars 
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K apil has said **Lanih3 should be 
happy I haven’t opened my 
mouth." Kapil’s curt statement 
hints that Lamba used provocative lan¬ 
guage. In contrast Lamba Interprets 
Ka|>il’s silence as a sellout or comprom¬ 
ise by the former Indian skipper 







MATTER OF OPINION 


M VGOTHOSKAR 


The BCCTs umpires sub-oommittee is meeting' at Bangalore soon to question the two 
umpires about the incident. But 1 feel any punishment taken against them, if at all, would be 
iiiiilatftrfl.1 Yrui nan’t punish the umpires and at ths same timo lot playors liko Prabhakar, who 
blatantly violated the law:42 of cricket relating to Fair and Unfair Play (by bowling four to five 
bouncers an over from around the stumps and repeatedly treading on the wicket) go scot fiee 
along with his captain (Kapil Dev) who allowed these violations to continue, 

In other countries the authorities take prompt action against erring cricketers even before 
getting an official report unlike the BCCl which waits for a long time. A player like 
Prabhakar, who had reportedly sweared at auti umpire during the Deodhar Trophy match at 
Bulsar recently, has been allowed to misbehave without any deterrent action against him. 1 do 
not absolve the two umpires of any blame as, according to reports, they failed to warn the 
bowlers against bowling intimidatory stuff. 

I am unable to understand why two experienced umpires like Ramaswamy and Banerjee did 
not take full advantage of the experimental laws in vogue whereby they are empowered to 
send off a fielder for misbehaviour for a session—as had happened to Hyderabad’s Vijay 
Mohan Raj a few years back—force a bowler to be taken off for misbehaviour and also submit a 
report against a batsman for misbehaviour later. 

1 wonder what the much-talked-about Players’ Association has done to curb the player's, 
misbehaviour. Last year they (association members) were shouting hoarse about their rights. 
Don’t they feel they have some responsibilities too towards the game to see that the spirit of 
the game is not trampled upon? Their chief spokesman, Arun Lai, has later deplored the 
inqident. The same Ariin TjlI. however, is not above board re^farding gamesmanship. T can cite 
his time-wasting tactics in last year’s Ranji Trophy final between Bengal and Delhi. 

How does one deplore an incident, which was a culmination of gamesmanship indulged in 
by both the teams, on one hand and on the other encourage the same or himself indulge in it. 

It Just is not fair and I am justified in sayitig it even smacks of hypocrisy. 

The players banned by the BCCI, Patel and Lamba, are not superstars of the game. A 
hypothetical question in this regard, 1 feel, is in order. Would the BCCI have dared to impose a 
ban if the players involved in the stump-wielding saga had been any of the Indian superstars? 
I.ast year these stars got the ban imposed on them for visiting the USA without the Board 
President’s permission revoked later which raises doubts in my mind whether a ban would 
have been imposed if any of the supierstars had been directly involved. 

MAHAftAJA features 


S OME of the other Delhi players are 
also incensed that Kapil let them 
down. Said a senior DDCA official. 
“As Scindia is also President of the 
Haryana Cricket Association, it seemed 
that he made sure that no Haryana 
cricketer was penalised” 


L AMBA*s other grouse is that the judgement 
was not lair. “1 just defended myself and 
yet Rashid Patel the attacker got a 
punishment, only slightly more harsh. It was a 
planned conspiracy. Kiran More instigated 
Rashid to hit me.” 


The West Zone players allege that Lamba 
instigated the controversy by abusing and riling 
left, handed medium pacer Rashid Patel. Kiran 
More in his statement to the disciplinary 
committee stated—“throughout the match, the 
.cricketers of North Zone had constantly irritated 
us. Rashid wouldn’t have done what he did. But 
I^amba instigated him in such a fashion that he 
lost control of himself. Also people cannot 
imagine the way North Zone’s cricketers played 
the match. Manoj Prabhakar was constantly 
running on to the wicket. He also was constantly 
abusing the batsmen.” 

Wicketkeeper More categorically stated that 
Lamba was the main culprit. "It was Lamba who 
created all the disturbance. He started to abuse 
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AJIT WADEKAR 


"I wanted a three>year 
ban for these two 
cricketers (Lamba 
and Patel) for they set 
a bad precedent for 
yoimgeters a^iring 
to become good 
cricketers and I think 
they got away with a 
light sentence (Ban 
for ten months and one year respectively). I 
wanted all others involved in leading to this 
incident to be punished as these things do not 
happen all of a sudden. Only a gradual 
build-up of tension due to sledging and taunts 
has resulted in such an explosive situation and 
I think the rival captains (Kapil Oev and Ravi 
Shastri) were instriunental (in allowing things 
to go out of control). 

The umpires should also have been punished 
more severely instead of merely being warned. 
They had all the powers to stop things from 
going out of hand but failed to do so. For 
example Manoj Prabhakar could liave been 
warned for bowling intimidatory stuff-excess 
of bouncers and short-pitched balls. 

Cricket has become very professional these 
days but the players have not understood the 

correct of the term professioiiali&uu. 


BISHEN BEDI 


Bed! feels that both skippers Ravi Shastri 
and Kapil Dev should have been ptmished for 
allowing matter come to such a pass. He said, 
“the minimum that could have been done was 
to strip them of their captaincy—^Kapil Dev of 
Haryana and North Zone and Ravi Shastri of 
Bombay and West Zone. ” 



NARICONTRACTOR 


hae.to'be a pbde 
ofoonduptfortito 
piastre. Sihoe t^tki to 
the first tibrn the" 
BCCt has really 
reacted to ’; 
unsportsmanlike, 
indisciplined acts on 
the field, let it be a 
forerunnc^to set up a 
code of conduct on the field for the'playero. 

The code of conduct should specify, in clear, 
terms, the different types of misbehaviour and 
the corresponding punishments to be meted 
out for them. The punishments must not be 
monetary fines but should be debarments for 
different specified periods of time as I feel 
monetary fines do not improve anybody's 
conduct. 

I feel Kapil Dev's statement to the three-man 
disciplinary committee, denying Prabhakar's 
written explanation to the committee that he 
, had bowled bouncers and deliberate beamersat 
the batsmen under Kapil's instructions, does 
not absolve the captain of the blame. 

Kapil should have stopped him from bowling 
bouncers and, if Prabhakar luul disobeyed 
him, should have removed him from die 
iiltsiuk. Kapil thus becomes a party to 
Prabhakar's mode of bowling. This aspect 
should have been considered by the committee 
and Kapil should haVe been asked for an 
explanation. 

The umpires should have*taken sterner 
action from the first day of the match. They 
were weak-kneed and not able to control the 
game. 

Indiscipline has been allowed to grow by the 
Been and its affiliated associations by not 
taking appropriate action as soon as possible 
whether it be Rai\ji Trophy, Test or organised 
local tournaments. 


Rashid, not even sparing his parents. If he hadn't 
done that Rashid wouldn’t have reacted. ” 

Lamba rejects such allegations. “We had won 

thft matoh, why should I ohid« and a.hiinp Rashid. 

It is the fielding side and bowlers who resort to 
sledging. As a batsman 1 was just trying to 
ooncsentrate. When North Zione fielded, for about 
two and a half days, because of an injured toe, I 
was on the field for just one session. Whei i he 
attacked me I showed restraint. If 1 used ahusiva 
language, then Eashid could have reported me to 
the umpire. The umpire's reports do not contain 
any references of abusive language or obscene 
gestures by me.” 

Raj Singh Dungarpur who dominated the 
disciplinary committee had another 


interpretation of the incident. When Rashid 
bowled a vicious bouncer from half pitch, Lamba 
in fright raised his bat to defend himself. Raj 

Singrh foels the bat was hold provocatively and 

questioned Lamba on this issue. Lamba rejects 
this charge and says, “I raised my bat in fright 
above my head. It was not meant as an aggressive 
gesture. I raised my bat instinctively, ” 

Insists Lamba ''Let the BCCl disciplinary 
committee explain on what grounds I have been 
banned and what was my involvement in the 
controversy.” The pragmatic Lamba realises that 
the ban can only be reduced not abolished. He 
hopes the ban will only be for six months and that 
he will be available in Oct. 1991. 

Novy Kapadla, New MM 













FIRST LADY 


Monica Seles is 
women’s tennis’ 
new No. 1 



like spinach, bull don*t think my energy comes from 
that'--Monica Seles 

T HWACK! Ugghuh! Thwack! Ugghuh! Thank God they 
don’t have a no-grunt rule in tennis else Monica Seles 
would be off the circuit. Doing what? Modelling 
probably, having already featured in Vc/gue, ^JJJeand 
Seventeen before she herself w<is seventeen. But the 
catwalk prowl will have to wait, for Ms Seles is still 
courting greatness as a tennis player. A courtship that has assumed 
a fascinating dimension because now March 11, 1991 to be exact Ms 
Soles is No. l. 

Seles’ greatness is still questionable because of her youth. And the 
burden of history. Every previous No. 1, with the possible exception 
of Tracy Austin, has done great justice to that position. Not only in 
the length of period they ruled (Navratilova 78/79/82/83/84/85/86, 
Evert 75/76/77/78/80/81, Graf 87/88/89/90) but also in their 
ooritribution th€» sport (Navrittilova/athlotioism. Evort/finosee, 
Graf/power). The jury will be out for a while on Seles, 

In Seles’ defence we can say that she has reached the threshold (of 
greatness) with all the speed and facility of one of her wickedly 
powerful double-fisted strokes. 

In February 1989 she turned professional. She started the year 
ranked No. 86 and ended it as No. 6, with only one tour title, a 3-6, 
6-1,6-4 upset win over Chris Evert at Houston. 

Ill February 1990. so remarkable was her growth, that she was 
already being asked questions about being No. 1 Her answers were 
typically cool "I may become No. 1 this year or maybe next year or 
maybe never". Maybe never?—yeah, and elephants can fly, right? 

In February 1991, there were no questions. She was the best. Just 
the date of the coronation was awaited. Steffi Grafs 186-week rule, 
the longest uninterrupted reign ever in tennis was to be consigned 
to the history books. 

Ironically though, the No. 1 ranking changed hands in a week 
where both Seles (by Navratilova) and Graf (by Sabatini) were 
defeated, but neither loss had any effect on the inevitable 

ipvPTrif*nt., prponrinuss pprhaps, is hardly surprising, and 
can be linked in a sense to one particular match. The German Open 
final on May 20,1990, when she beat Graf 6-4, 6-3 for the first time. 
It was Seles’ fifth tournament victory in a row and merely a preface 
to her subsequent French Open Win, And it coincided, just too 
perfectly, with the, initially gradual and then rapid, deterioration of 
Graf. One rose, the other fell, both rather dramatically at that. 
Everyone knows that her cartoonist father, Karolj, would draw 
figures of Tom and Jerry on the ball when Monica practiced as a girl. 
But it was not for entertainment, but to hone her competitive edge, 
for, Seles was meant to believe she was the ‘cat’-the killer. Question 
is. is anybody in the women’s game tough enough to bell her? 

Rohit Brijnaih 
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CHAIN? 


BY WILLIAM RHODES 


Ehasalways had thoae 
familiar elements of 
classical tragedy strewn 
about his life. TKat 
to riches image, that 
dr amatic effect of a man 
emerging as fortune’s minion 
from the hellish despair of urban 
squalor and then almost 
wandering his way to the very 
pinnacle of success, glory, power 
and wealth, as if propelled by 
some inexhorable force of fate. 
Only, in the end. to crumble in 
utter ruin. 

In Greek tragedy they said fate 
is doom, the protagonists being 
mere puppets in destiny's chain. 
In Shakespearean drama, 
character became destiny, the 
protagonists moulding their own 
future, their glory and then 
hurling themselves back to ruin 
turougncneir ownromes 
And if Shakespearean tragedy is 
the modern version of 
classical drama, then Maradona is 
the archetypal tragic hero of our 
times, throwing himself down to 
ruin from the summit of 
epoch-making success—if, of 
course, there is any truth in the 
charges that have recently been 
levelled aganst him. 

Reports had it recently that 
Naples magistrates are 
investigating claims that 
Maradona is embroiled in a mafia 
drugs and sex ring. Which means 
if found guilty of drugs and 
trafficking charges, the football 
god of all times will be condemned 
to nOyeora in jaU. 

The superstar’s fall ftom grace 
has taken the whole soccer world 
by storm, and of course, hurt 
those millions of his fans who 
worshipped not just him, but 
almost the entire oonoept of glory, 
suocew, and exoellenoe that he 
personified. In fact, the news 
ciune as so mucAi of a shock that 
even an anxious Pope John Paul 


felt obligated to issue a public 
reminder to footballers 
everywhere that their lives in the 

public eyo entail certain moral 

obligations. 

The former Napoli skipper, 
however, continue to plead 
Innocent. “Women? Sure, there 
were plenty of those. But drugs? 
No never.” he said. 

However, what is really 
distressing is the dark hints that 
he gave about the notorious 
Italian mafia’s probable design to 
malign and eventually destroy 
him for unwittingly **w innin g 
matches that we were not 
supposed to win." 

It is common knowledge that 
Nap)Oli is the centre of Italy’s 
mafia-run football betting racket, 
and their vendetta is the most 
menacinfir of all Italian curaea So. 
is Maradona really guilty or has 
he unknowingly tripped the mafia 
dons and earned their inescapable 
wrath and is now being implicated 
by them in false scandals of drugs 
and sex. 

Even though Maradona, in a 
recent TV interview sounded 
profoundly convincing while 
pleading his innocence, taped 
telephone conversations with 
well-known drug dealers and 
statements of four prostitutes 
form the basis of the evidence 
against him. On TV Maradona 
said, “1 want to leave Naples, 
because 1 don’t want anyone to tell 
my daughters that their father 
sold drugs or anything like that," 

but according to some evidenoe, 

he really stands accused of hiring 
call-girls, talcing cocaine and 
offering it to them. 

The narcotics cops, however, 
has not so far pressed any formal 
cihargee, but at the same time, 
Maradona has been advised that 
hie lawsrers should soon start 
working on a possible line of 
defence. 


MmdomUs 

maaatngsMtS8x 

i1n...lllla§lslraes 

mUmsawMnUm 

ehuiies.. 

..Miami minf, he 
will Iw eeaiea^ 
wai reals b fall. 
isMua^uieallr 
win.ailm^ 
mkaowInirhiHml 
ne maha ims aai 
aanmitlMh' 
laeseaaMe wnlh, 
rni^Mia 
lawlleaM ^ Ihm 
h Msa mmiUs...? 


and their vendetta is the most menacing ot ait ttaiian curses... 
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If that piece of advice or 
warning symbolises the writing 
on the wall, then Maradona may 
soon be seen on the dock—ixi a few 
weeks from now. 

Eventually, if, to escape the 
tough Neapolitan narcotic laws, 
Maradona does decide to retire 
and fly back home, he will have to 
part with a net annual income of 
more than $3 million. He is 
already estimated to have earned 

between $19 million and $30 

million in the six years since he 
joined Napoli from Barcelona. 

Ever since the latest scandal 
broke the media has also 
ruthlessly gone after him, and, as 
a result, in a newspaper poll in 
January, Maradona was voted the 
most hated man in the whole of 
Italy. 

It is a fact that thanks to football 
and his celebrityhood, the mafia, 
the top connoisseurs of soccer in 
Italy, has all along been indirectly 
involved in Maradona’s life—often 
hosting lavish banquets, parties, 
receptions in his honour. 

In 1986, he was photographed 
at a reception hosted by the 
infamous Carmine Ciiiliano Don 

of the city’s infamous Foroella 
quarters, where massive drugs, 
sex, smuggling rackets are based. 
And it was around that time the 
police began building up a dossier 
on Maradona’s wide network of 
friends. 

When the dossier was finally 
made public in 1989, it caused a 
massive hue and cry, while in 
self-defence Maradona contended, 
and rightly so, that he oould not 
be responsible for all the guests 
invited to piarties given by his 
fViends. As if that was not 
enough, after the 1986 World 
Cup, an 18-year-old Naples shop 
girl, Cristina Sinagra, p3roduced a 
baby bny and called him Diego 
Armando, insisting he was 
Maradona's son. 

Maradona denied, only in vain, 
because by then the Neapolitans, 
his ardent fans, who put tiieir 
family even before soccer, were 
annoyed and bitter. The whole city 
of Naples denounced Maradona 
and supported Sinagra, who took 
Maradona to court claiming child 


WhatlsnaUr 
dlstnsslntlsne 
Ham Him nat 
Mmima ii»n 
Uu aalalBiis 
ttanmnwfla’s 
mbaUe ieslga la 
malHaiaiMl 

aaemaiiyimim 

hlmHwmwtUaglr 
“a^irn^ rnaums 
natwewennia 
swaasedta wh”^. 


support. Of course, there were 
many who held a brief for him, 

but much to their consternation 
and embarrassment Maradona 
kept on refusing to take a 
paternity test. 

11 was against this sordid 
backdrop, that the nosy Italian 
Press began vlgorotisly dishing 
out juicy stories of Maradona’s 
womanising, now in inverse 
proportion to his on field success. 
The toil and punishment of a 
decade of relentless top level 
football had now began to take 
their toll on his body, while the 
oontroversiee drained him 




psychologically. He had already 
had three pins in his left ankle 
which was shattered when he 
played in ^>ain. And now 
gradually, his dedicatkm, his 
i^rting discipline, slackened as 
he began to skip training, had 
frequent quarrels with his club 
bosses, and in many othm^ ways 
gave blear indicationB of deep 
psQi'tdiologioal disorientation 
which by no means vraa conducive 
to good football. 

It was then the bombshell came. 
An article, Sex, drugs, and goals 
appeared tn well-known hman 
weekly Epocs. and linked him to a 









47-year*old Naples Ivothel madam 
Oamuda Cinquegrana. The 
mariam baa recently been detained 
by the pc^Uoe on suapioion of 
involvement in a oocaine 
smuggling racket 

Even though Maradona Iteepe 
denying the drug dhargee Just as 
vehemently as ever before, the 
biggest inoblem for him now is 
the Increasing number of girls 
and prostitutes surrendering to 
the pohoB with stories of how the 
supereter had offered them 
cocaine. 

And as for his seanxal exploits 
with the expensive and‘skilftil’ 



^ ^ / 



call-girls of Italy, disaster struck 
when one of'Diego's Ladies’, as 
th^ are popularly known in 
Naples, confessed to a newspaper, 
"He’s more of a champion on the 
pitch than he is in bed. ” 

In the final analysis, however, 
none of these scandals and 
controversies would have really 
mattered or been blown up to Bwdi 
appalling ivpportione. if only 
Maradona had bemi as good on the 
field as he was expected. 

Argentina was definite^ lucky 
to have reached last year's World 
Cup final in Rome, and as fiev 




Maradona’s own perfbrmanoe, it 
was only the tears that rolled 
down hie cheeks that summed up 
the pathetic end. Since then the 
fortunes of Napoli too have 
. slumped. 

Andyou know, in a tragedy it 
is only when the hero fails either • 
to his fatal or a^-craated doom 
that the catharsis happens. In 
Maradona’s case, theoatharsiB 
has already begun to happen. The 
only «|ueetion now is: did 
Maradcma caused his own 
pain—Or he is just a puppet on a 
chain?* 


those. But drugs? No. never"... Maradona 
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A mist hooded the 
outline of 
Wimbledon's 
Centre Court 
three weeks ago, 
as Bjorn Borg 
glanced across, but it didn’t 
matter; he knows well enough 
what the cathedral of tennis looks 
like. 

Never ranked among the 
world’s greatest providers of 
quotes, Borg conceded it was 'nice 
to be bwk’. Nice is not the first 
word which comes to mind when 
considering Borg’s decision to 
clamber back aboard the gravy 
train of professional tennis at the 
age of 34. Sensational, certainly. 
Brave, deriniteiy. Fooinardy ana 
misguided, quite possibly. 

The man who won Wimbledon 
five straight years between 1976 
and 1980 was hard at work 
on the All England Club's 
indoor courts, the latest stage of a 
seven-month campaign to clear 
body and mind of the accumulated 
clutter of an eight-year retirement 
from the sport he once dominated. 
He intends to return in late April 
at the Monte Carlo Open, where he 
bade farewell to tennis in 1983, 
before going on to play the Italian 
and French Opens. 

Then will come Wimbledon, 
where he last appeared in 198i, 
losing to John McEnroe in the 
final. All these tournaments have, 
naturally, been delighted to offer 


LENDL ON BORG 


^..We ali siw wM imuMMi ti 
McEiirae wfcta Iw leak eWM 
manlhs aN, sa total away tor 
ataM yaars is a kta prablam" 











SPECIAL FEATURE 


if 


iTi 


The legend is ready, in April, Biom Borg will 


make his first tournament appearance. And the 


sceptics might lust be in for a surprise 











Borg a wild card since he no longer has any sort of 
ranKing to guarantee automatio acoeptance. Then, says Borg, be will 
go to America in August and try to play the US Open, a championship 
he never managed to win despite being four times a finalist. 

But for the moment here he was in London, SWIG, the man they used 
to call Ice Borg and now a perfect advertisement for cryogenics—the 
same fair, shoulder-length hair still plastered to his neck from the 
shower, the familiar wispy beard, the slow shy smile the firm 
handshake. It could have been Wimbledon '81 not ’91. 

On court, Borg sported the same headband and wristbands of red, 
white and blue but nowhere on his clothing was there to be spotted one 
of the sponsors’ logoe which used to adhere to virtually every part of his 
torso. 

Not only is he starting again from the baseline but from well behind 
it, even in the opinion of many who regard themselves as friends. Ivan 
Lendl, beaten by Borg in the French Open final 10 years ago, says; 1 
wish Bjorn all the best but I woiild be really siirprised if he starts 


CASTLE ON BORG 


*"116’$ got plentr of control, monty of powor ilso. Ho’s got tlio 
volleys aim the sene and he's got the movemenL I tried throe 
drop shots and they were good ones, they all fallod” 


playing up to his reputation. We all saw what happened to J ohn 
McEnroe when he took eight months off so being away for eight years 
is a big problem*. 

Why do it? It is definitely not, Borg insists, for the money, despite the 
failure last year of his oompany, which maniifactured men’s clothing, 
luggage and toiletries. Thanks to the shrewd spread of his investments 
during the glory years, he is still worth im estimated CIO million. 

It is just desire, said Borg. 'First of all I missed tennis. I am coming 
back because I am 100 per cent fit. I want to play, I want to win, I want 
the sailefaotion. x am really hung^ry to got out there 

It all started. Borg explained, when he fell to watching tennis on 
television rather more frequently than had once been the case. Though 
by no means a boastful man, he says; ‘Regarding the opposition that I 
see, I feel I have nothing to fear’. 

What he ought to fear is the development in racket technique he 

turned his broad back on the game. Now they are power-packed and 
wielded, what’s more, by muscular youngsters who 
tend to spend free time lifting weights where many of Borg’s 
generation were prone to raise nothing heavier than beer glasses. 

Borg was practising last week with the very racket he used in the 

1981 Wimbledon final-wooden and now so small in comparison with 

the current models that it more closely resembled something to play 
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the VVwtibic'rion 
trophy ifi the 
hands ot its 
leaic.^st c^tantpion 







Idaying in tournaments Euid 1 can tell you there are not mafiy people 
who hit like that or who are as fit.* 

Speed and fitness rather than style, were always Borg’s trademarks. 
He has been hard at work on them since committing to a comeback last 
August. To get to the top you have to be physically and mentally in the 
. liest shape. That’s what I am right now. I just need some match practice 
and that 1 will get. I hope I can play as well in those matches as I’m 
ik^ng right now in practice.’ 

Boig's fitness trainer is someone he simply calls the Professor, a 
lively ‘79>yea.rold giving to seizing people by the lapels as he 
ttemonstrateis the type of martial art be is teaching. They make alazarre 
i. team. 1 knew him firom the old days/ says the Professor, ‘He worked 
' ,wlth me the five years he won Wimbledon. He never came Uie sixth year 
' aadlost to thatxnaA, what was hie name? Tbat’e right, MoEnroc.* 

; 'ilbeRrofeaBor feels he is in charge of a prime 34->year^3l<l- ‘He hasttr** 

' body tissue of a man of 23, his endiuance is ridioulotis for stcnneone his 
age.^ drinks nothing but cold water. He has a storaaoh like a brick 
trail: He is 6ft. tsll and has a 44-inoh chest. His heartbeat after severe 
ScsSidisss is oorapletoly nomial. He is a perfect pl^sic^ spedmetn, 
maritally so alert too.* He is so devoted to what he is doing that nothing 
^seskists except love for his Wife and his son. He talks very little, if 
gitytlfiiig, shdut himself but he said ome thing, that rather shook me: Tt 
iim.4^ mposy, it’s jdte satisfection of kiiowb^ roan doit again.’’* 

V StlsISnSj^bstbig onoe the sole ttem ipt^^org’s ps; should 

hsoQiriisjlqimiimnt oboe mimm. Ife made hfeDs^ 16.,, won 

jNb^-f^i h ied e ri Ayea^jstirt!o^'ia»,yriwi^Ol^ 


iliiritiiiiiiai 



"llwra Is iili« ti N a IM If 


wm be few. Hmv win waMis 
IN aw wife. I wmM INn IM IN. 
Tf is iiallf wall at WhafeMNlt 
Nhw IIN iha peN lar aw” 









m 
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1^1 


FornMT sirRrltnd jannIlG* 
BlorHng with llwlr ton Robin 




11w of BWttdtbtf 

immediatdy ftrm pHrti Gilay to 

liOOdongroM and 
oonaistantlyonlxjthbadMcira ' 
OBvaroldl bg lasi V 

tbM away {^Qtn hiiiiob, fell into ' 
<]iaputo vdth anihority aboai tiw 
p ^mh eroftournyoantebedtoal^ ' v 
jtfay every year ajMi in 
decided on what Beejned the - 

definitive retirement at 26. ' . 

•Nothing, abaoltitely rmthinff, is 
liO me bctok into 
competitive tennis,’ he esid then. 

Borg did not enjoy a contented 
retirement. He married and 
divorced Marianna Simioneacu'. a 
Bomanian tennis jdayer. fathered 
a son, Roibin, who is now five, smd . 
then broke with the boy’s mother, 
Jannike Bjorling. In February 
1986 he was rushed to hospital 
from the Milan apartment of his 
latest love, the Italian rook singer 
Loredana Berte, to whom he is 
now married. There were reports 
of a suicide attempt but Borg 
dismissed the incident as an 
accidental combination of alcohol 










THE PASSION 













*Ba«9«ndlteriawi«onthelr w»ddlrigd*y .; ; ■;^Y'./-:';•' 
fiBkdinaoniniftdruffa. ■ 4 ■ 

IWoywrson Ax»n that low point in hia ||» 4 tpo$aiiM 'toma^ haolt. 

It's trae I saM aU thM about nevw Teturainw; tiatlM)M,w«aiA».;I’!li^ 
playtoff Wimbledon 10 yeara ago and I will mbaokiSidajri^/ . ' ' 

Slats Wilandor. who raidaoad him an Swei^^ boat W 
B(Hi;wmtK>tmakeit.‘Thetop lOOiamaytepoarihtebutticri^b^lO. 
He'anot20yearaoldoreven26,likelam. ihopahodOM, buttfive^ 

bsrd.' ^' V‘ ' 

Jjennart Bergelin, Berg's former coach and minder, say8;.‘After aivc^i ^ 
a break even a person with hia will of steel wouldn't have a cbiance. ’ 

Ion Tiriac, Boris Beoker's manager, would not go to watch Bens now. \ 
Tbe guy was once Uie moat perfect nttaletB tn Vaunia. li«w be would be 
just a normal player 

But there are those who think Borg oould do It. John ^ewoombe; 
himadf a triple Wimbledon ohamidon, feelb Bjorn can win the French 
Open again.‘He’s the best ckiy Qourter who ever lived and if he is ready t 
think he has a shot at being in the top SSO again.' 

Vitas Qerulaitis. Borg’s best friend on the CiTCuit, arguesthatthe 
fdd-fiashioned racket would not be a problem. *¥00 don't have to hit the 
ball at a thousand miles an houn to be a great player, as John MoBnroe 
showed, but what Bjorn has to realise Is that he will take a few bumps at 
first.’ 

Borg Is quite aware ctf this. 'I know what’a waiting for me in April, 
otherwise I wouldn’t have taken the decision. There is going to be a lot 
6l pressure. People’s expectations will be high. They wm want to see me 
win. I would like that too. To do really weU at Wimbledon again is going, 
to be the peak for me. ’ 

■fc M as .1.1 
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OVERTAKE YOU. 















Imagine 

what it would feel like 
to be in his shoes. 




Imagine the softest, most supple leather. Imagine a 
multi-studded sole for a firmer grip. And a high cushioned 
eollar to protect the Achilles' tendon. In fact, imagine the 
Power cricket shoe. And you'll know what it feels like to he 
in Sachin Tendulkar's shoes. 

"'He's superb, ” says Azharuddin. “/ didn't even play a 
first class match at his age whereas he has scored a 
century. His innings is one of the finest / have ever seen. " 
Not to mention his Power cricket shoes. With features 
that include a perforated * upper' for added breathability 
and sweat absorption. And a flexible rubber sole for 
added comfort and protection against injury. 

'"No doubt he is a wonderboy," says Mushtaq 
Mohammed. "When I was his age I didn't have his hatting 
technique." 

Nor his shoes, 
we might add. 
















The professional cricket shoe. 


iraiUihli- af M’cit utni f^nii*mnmr»antrm sum-s. 






SQUASH NEWS 



TlwrivaliybetwaonflieAaBtndianB and the PakiiitaTite 


liassuddeiilar beooma a vioioiu battle of words. Each one 


Is trying to run the oilur one down in a desperate 


attempt to be the tc^ nation in squash 


a VEBthelast 

decade, without 
a hiccup, 
Jahan^rKhan 
andJansher 
Khan have kept 
an iron grip on the No. 1 
spot. Such is their 
domination, that it has 
become the accepted Ikot 
that if bo^ the Khans 
are playing in the 
toumammit the others 
might as well go home. 
Beating both of them is 
improbable, almost 
impossible, and an 
offbhoot of this deadlock 
is a feroQlous animosity 
against the two 
Pakistanis from their 
Australian 
counterparts. 

Over the.last five 
months, then has been 
tremendous tension 
between the Australians 
and the Pakistanis. It all 
started with an 
interview with Chris 
Dittmar, the Australian 
president of the 
International Squash 
Players’ Association, 
who lashed out at the 
world champimi, 
JanahsrKhan, 
describing him as a 
‘nightmare’ 
repres e ntative of the 
game and Pakistan as an 
‘unhygenio’country 


where he always became I maligned both Pakistan 


‘sick as a dog*. 

Jahangir Khan was 
sent to London to sort 
out the eituatlon by the 

p oUtinianw tn Tgera/thi 
Who were furious over 
the oommentB made 
Dittmar, whk^ 


and theirworld 
champion. This oonfliot 
took a dramatic turn 
during the Welsh Open 
daesic where the 
Australians started 
gunning for the 
Pakistanis and in the 


Jahangir Khart: shoal of ■ world Champion 



ftanoaor would nhan^pten, 
BoesNOrman. 

Auatraliaii BodDsy 
Martin, Uieworld)^ 9.. 
who waa beaten by 
Nonnan last year St the 
World Open , accused 
him of empli^rlng 
dubious teotios on court 
‘It is just Ghs way he 

playa**, stormed l^Cartizi. 

"He doesn’t fday thebsU, 
uses you to change 
direction and bounces 
off3rou. 

"You don't get any 
rhythm when you play 
him. He’s always asking 
for lets and tries to hold 
the bell. I just wish he 
would get on with the 
game, insteetd of 
wasting time.’’ 

"The referee is 
supposed to know what 
the game is a^bout, but he 
sits there and doesn’t 
say a thing about it. I 
didn’t know squash was 
a. otmteet sport." 

Act two Of the drama 
was exuusted between 
Rodney Martin and 
Jahangir Khan. Their 
match was continually 
Interrupted by 
arguments between the 
players and the referee. 

"Jahangir plays 
dirty", Martin said. 

"He’s just not lit enough 
to play for the ball. He’s 
not the player he waa 
three or for years ago. 

"I’m furious about his 
performanoe and he 
bumped and barged me 
throughout the match 
and blocdcsd my path to 
the bsU at every 
opportunity. There was 
no way I could (day my 
norioAl g'aixieAUidetr 
those cdxcumstanoee." 

And in his usual 
caustic style he lashed 
out at the referee: ‘Tf 
referees don’t start to 

fm» 

the way he Uooks 
hall he is going to get/ 
out of hand coinpiewiy.** 
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A players have been invcdved in the dramatic 
i2-ye8r career of Jahangir Khan and there 
were inUmations during the Welsh Open that 
the (dosing chapter may be in the prooeaa of 
being written. 

For the first time in 10 years it seems certain 
tnat janangir KHan is going'to slip out (tf the 
top two in the wmrld atpiash ranlcings. 

The writer, the least likely character of them 
all, is Chris R(>bertson. A small and relentless 
Australian whose armoury boasts of little 
except speed, patience and nagging precision. 
And yet, with this limited talent he defei^ed 
Jahangir at the Stnstcb Open, Vancouver. This 
produced rumours of imminent retirement 
which forced Jahangir Khan to seek medical 
advice. 

He returned to the squash courts after five 
months, but things are no longer the same and 
the new rankings to be rdeased shortly will 
have for the first time a new world No. 2. 

Chris Robertson: Hoping for the srorM No. 2 spot 




Chris ommaR hs flrad 

thii fiiM vwtei BtlMk 

Being the perfect 
gentleman. Jahax^fir 
Khan agre^ that the 
match had been a little 
rough but he was 
convinced that Rodney 
Martin was to blame. 

‘Tie was blcxdcing me 
and 1 wanted to show 
him that I (xmld do the 
same.” 

The final act toOk 
place between the 
original provocator, 
Chris Oittmar and the 
world champion. 
Janaher Khw. Their 
stormy semi-final matbh 
started with Dittmar 
throwing the ball at 
Jansher Klum in the 
second game adien 
Jansher was awarded a 
penalty stroke to give 
him the lead. It was one 
. of the several refereeing 
decisions with which 
Dittmar disagreed 
during the match. 
Although he was 
reprimanded, itdid little 












“THE AUSSIES ARE FRUSTRATED”—JANSHER 


MlllHERE is a great 
R amount of 
fiiistmtion wiiich has 
built up among the 
Aussies because they 
have constantly been 
beaten by me,” 
believed Jansher 
Khan. 

Recalling his past 
experiences with the 
press., Jansher Khan 
said, “In the past I 
only had to blow my 
nose to attract some 
unkind remark from 
the press. Today, both 
Dittmar and 
Robertson have 
shown dissent on the 
court. It will be 
interesting to see if 
the ‘all men are equal’ 
rule will be applied 
this time.” 

The reasons for this 
continuing verbal 

battle between the 
Australians and the 
Pakistanis is very 
simply explained by - 
Jansher Khan. 
"Within those four 
walls there are plenty 
of pent up feelings. 



Sometimes you do get 
aquestion^le 
decision, but you 


JanstMrKtwnihto 
fragUa twnpmraiMnt 
la In doubt 


must take it in your 
stride. The time 
wasting and arguing 
tactics has become a 
part of the modern 
game and it is doing a 
lot of damage to its 
image.” 

And with this sort 
of behaviour the 
referee's job has 
become an unenviable 
one. Jansher 
appreciates what the 
referee has to go 
through; ‘The man in 
the referee’s chair has 
a difficult job. It is 
something that no 
one has grown to 
appreciate. If one 
player thinks that the 
referee has done a 
good job, there will be 
others who have 
unkind words to say. 

According to 
Jansher the solution 
is very simple, 
“Players should learn 
to concentrate on the 
game and not on 
becoming a master of 
the ^bating society." 


to cool his anger against 
Jansher. 

The world No. 4, 
Dittmar described the 
Pakistani as a 
^dghtmare of a world 
champion’ during the 
Wmrld Open in France 
and later called him'an 

AfaaaAute tA th« 

apart’ when Jansher 
tanked a match against 
Dittmar which was his 
in the Irtish League. 

The logical contusion 
thatxme oomea to is ttiat 
the AustraUans know 
tliiA JftbMgir KhttD te 
'oahiswaj down and the 
ady waar tiial they can 
gsiibte^.twoqpdla . 

I laflmMiigii ' ' 



psychcdogioal warfare. 

The fragility of 
Janaher’s mental state is 
also obvious to all. 
Although he has been 
an efXbirt to 

improve his reHations - 
with the officials, a litae 
p r ovocation can result, 
in««epMtt of hi« «ai>U«r, 
.petulantbehaviour.....' 'J 
This might oomaas 
startling usws but the. 
Australians are 
. desperate to becwobe the 
top natkm In world 
squash and it ie dbvlioUb 
that duy will BtofiSt 

'goaL . 

' IMkiinf • ‘V': 

i Wfl ei(W e. cjt w wo ST ; 








ALL IN THE GAME 


I Toto Lends His Name Soccer In Europe H 


To lawful services 


^MNOTO’ SCHILLACI hasn’t been scoring 
I goals and now we know why. He’s been 
JL oatohing bank robbers—or so It seems. 
Toto, World Cup hero, and a Sibilian right 
down to the little studs of his Oiadbra boots 
was in a sense, behind the recent captxue of 
bank bandit Antonino Schellione, aged 67. 

Sohelllone, along with five of his cronies was 
involved in robbing a branch of the Bank of 
Sicily. They got away with a great deal of loot, 
including safe deposit boxes which yielded 
goods worth £126,000. Among the loot was a 
1,000 lire note (worth a paltry Rs 70) which 
bore the autograph of Toto himself. 

Schellione, was arrested when this particular 
note was found on his person. 

Toto. now how-a-bout-a some goals! 


Cricket In New Zealand 


Widening the ‘Gulf 


|fc NX) the crazy things in cricket continue 
jS without any repose. Like, take for 
XAexample, the antics of a man who was 
returning home after seeing the first Test 
between New Zealand and Sri Lanka at 
Wellington. 

’The man was on a domestic flight to 
Auckland when he was arrested and charged 
with using threatening words. Apparently 
drunk, he yelled at fellow passengers, that he 
was Saddam Hussein. Before you could say 
'Martin Crowe!’ the united passengers forced 
him to disembark and handed him over to the 
authorities. 


Ashes To Ashes? 


Not anymore 

M inor changes have been sought by the - 
Cremation Society—a rather morbid 
body (pun unintended)—of London. They 
have asked for cricket’s most prscioos trophy, 
ttw Ashes, to be replaced by somsthihg more 
' mcxlem. 'Hiey have also asked that the original 
mock obituary that led to the foupding of the 
Asbee legend in 1882, and written by Reginald 
Brooks, the son of the Society’s founder be 
changed to something more zippy. 

pi’R^inald must be spinning—not 
. io|lihg-rin his grave. 


Going bananas! 

C heck this out! Bananas are permanently 
going to go out of season at Europe’s 
football grounds flrom next year. This 
move will be the result of the European Union 
Football Associations' efforts to stamp out 
racial hatred on the ground. The banana, in 
tms case, serves as a racist paunt tor anyw le of 
a darker shade. 

Executive Committee member, Jo Van Marie 
said; "We will give the same penalties for 
throwing bananas as we do for flreworks. 
Insulting coloured people will not be 
tolerated.” 


A 











But the German manager of Dutch first '* 
division club Heerenveen, Fritz Korbaoh, does 
not give a danin. There is uproar in Holland 

over remarks by him directed to Dutch 
international Bryan Roy and FSV Eindhoven’s 
Brazilian Import, Romario. "That rotten 
nigger starts kicking everybody when he loses 
the bait," and “the coffee bean is only ruining 
the game," he snapped. Korbach, whose deeds 
have been discussed in Parliament, remains 
. unrepentant for as he says,"! don’t complain 
when people call' me a rotten kraut.” 
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MOVING TO 
THE BEAT 



L ike erroovine to 
the beat while 
working out, do 
you? Well, don’t , 
crank the volume up | 
too much Especially 
if you’re using stereo 
headphones. Accord* 
ing to research done 
at the-Ear Institute in 
Indianapolis, the 
combination of stereo 
headphones and aero¬ 
bic exercise can be 









•A 


doubly damaging to 
the hearing The 
headphones, they 
say. cause inner ear 
vasoconstriction and 
lead to hearing loss- 
...something that 
could be drastic when 
combined with aero¬ 
bics which also 
causes vasoconstric¬ 
tion as blood IS 
pumped in largo 
volumes to the vital 
areas. The not effect 
is too much pressure 
on the inner ear. 

So if you can’t get 
the mood going till 
the music really 
starts thumping, why 
don’t you try a stereo 
cyetem? That way 
you’re still working 
out to the beat...but 
your inner ear isn’t. 





H ERE’S one to 
check up if 
you're breathing 
right It's not as sim¬ 
ple as you think—^just 
inhaling and exhal¬ 
ing-and if you're not 
doing it correct, you 
could be starving 
your body of vital ox¬ 
ygen. Inhale ^oo fast 
and the body doesn’t 
get enough oxygon; 
exhale too fast and 
the body doesn’t have 
enough carbon 
dioxide 

Hold ii, noid it, De- 
fore you start yelling 
your head off about 
the ‘need’ for carbon 
dioxide. You do need 
a little carbon diox¬ 
ide even though it's 
basically a waste pro- 
duct'-'for a short 
period before it’s ex¬ 
pelled. Too little of it 
can leave your think¬ 
ing slowed and your 
sensations dulled. 

So breathe real 
deep. Expand the di¬ 
aphragm, the muscu¬ 
lar partition between 
the chest and the 

£;i.bdomifia.l aroas,, 

you inhale. This 
should leave your 
midsection expanded, 
not the chest. When 
you exhale, pull in 
the abdominal mus¬ 
cles to force out all 
the air. 

That way, you’ll be 
getting a lungful ev¬ 
ery time you breathe. 



E ver tried a massage? We’re talking pro¬ 
fessional sports massage here. Not some 
downtown pat-down you can get from the 
hustlers. If the answer’s no, then maybe it’s 
time you started checking up where you can 
get a trained masseur to lay his or her hands 
on your muscles. 

In fact, the latest studies on massage show 
that athletes who train seriously and regularly 
should have at least one sports massage per 
week. It smoothens out the kinks in your mus¬ 
cles. Improves circulation. Relieves tension. 
And reduces muscle soreness. 

So, c’mon, let’s find the closest place to get 
that rubdown. Not only does it m^e you feel 
oh-so-good; it also does wonders for your body. 


A re you one of those who’s always con¬ 
fused about how much iron to lead onto 
the bar? Always messing it up by either 
lifting too light and feeling like a cheat, or 
lifting too heavy and dying of exhaustion? If 
so, here’s the iowdown on how much. 

If you’re just getting started, stick to a light 
weightage. Say. about 20-50% of what you can 
actually lift. Then, as you get used to the mo¬ 
tions, you can start going for gold. Shoot for 
about 90% and, once in a while, even go over 
the limit. That’s the only way you’ll keep build¬ 
ing strength. After all, intensity is the key 
word in getting results. If you’re still doing 
the same workout you did three years ago, 
you’ll be fit allright. But you won't be getting 
any fitter or stronger. 

If you want to get stronger, you've got to 
keep pushing yourself a little harder every few 
months. ^ 
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NATIONAL SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIP 


I T was the stuff dreams are 
made of, Down two fi’ames to 
love, and mjssmR shots that 
would’ve had an amateur 
blushing?, Yasin Moi‘chant 
manag*ed to win Uie third. It 
appeared a iikkjR, momentary, 
relief Uyv his oj)jK.)nent pulled 
away a^ain to 3' J, yet Merchant 
held steadfast and reeled off the 
next SIX consecutive frames to win 

his fust sfUKjj nittionttl snooker 

title 7-3 

Jf th IS particular match was a 
dream foi* Yasin Merchant, it was 
a nightmare for his opponent. 

Alok Kumar Standing helplessly, 
he crumbled as his lead was 
whittled away, Merchant’s 
menace eventually reducing him 
to uvei'age cl u b standard, as he 
missed pots which he would have 
sunk with his eyes shut, earlier in 
the afternoon. 

Having clawed his way back 
into the game with a naihbiting 
sixth frame win C61 -60), Merchant 
seemed to suddenly find the 
rhythm he enjoyed against 
Shandilyain the semifinal. And 
when the final black rolled into 
the top right hand pocket to seal 
tile issue, it was an emotionally 
wi ung-out Merchant who 
collapsed on the table in 
disbelieving ecstasy It didn’t 
matter that he had run out of 
balls, thus being denied, the Hs 
1.000 promised by an anonymous 
snooker lover for every centu ry 
hreak in the semifinals and final. 





Edging past Bengal’s Yusuf Mirza 
in the quarters, he couldn’t 
maintain his sharpness and went 
down against Kumar. 

Impressing with their standard 
of play on the green baize were 
others like Sonic Multani, S. A. 
Saleem, Mathew Thomas, Sargay 
Sawant and Atul Agarwal. 
Multani, the Greet Sethi clone, 
might not have survived the 

uf the wily YLLsixf Miraa. in 
the pre>quartere, but he did regale 
everyone with a highest break of 
122 before switching his attention 
to the junior championship. 

Saleem, an extremely strong 
potter, had the crowd gasping 
with delight with one moment, 
only to have them shaking their 
heads in disbelief as he muffed an 
easy chance the very next. 

Thomas, equally adept at sinking 


PHOIOGRAPHS HASHBEHARI DAS 




The 91-point break was good 
enough to raise this 24-year-oId 
cueist from Maharashtra to 
domestic snooker’s highest 
pinnacle. And that was all that 
mattered 

As for his opponent, Alok 
Kumar, it was virtually 
impossible to swallow this defeat. 
Working his way through the 
ranks with quiet, deadly 

efficiency — be ma-Ue aliort work of 

Kenneth D’Cruz in the 
pre-quarters while S A. Saleem 
got just one frame off him in the 
quarters-he had survived a 
cliffliangcr against Devendra 
Joshi the previous clay And then, 

A beaming Yasin Merchant holds 
the trophy aloft; but hl$ emotions 
showed their true colours when he 
collapsed on the table after sinking 
the final black (inset) 




cntmliNMlssliis 
lead Was iMhittM 
away, Mardiaiif s 
ifMMiaca evwitually 
reduckigidinto 
avemgeditb 
standard 






Celebrate Retirement! 


UCs JEEVAN AKSHAY 
can best convert savings at retirement, 
into monthly income for a lifetime. 



.leevan Akshay is a unique voluntary 
pension plan o\yen to anyone aged 50 
and above. To help them make their 
life’s savings work for them, throughout 
their retired lives. Retirement benefits 
like Provident Fund and Gratuity, if 
invested in Jeevan Akshay. are safe from 
other spending pressures and ensure a 
regular monthly income. 


Take a look at Jeevan Akshay's benefits: 

• 12 post-dated cheques (one for each 
month) for the whole year in 
advance which is 12.7% of your 
investment every year for life. 

s Premiums paid upto Rs. 40,000/-per 
annum, are fully deductible from the 
taxable income under Section 
80CCA of the Income Tax Act. 


• Bonus additions along with principal 
sum to legal heirs of policy-holder 
after his death. 

• Option totake back 30% of principal, 
seven years after commencement 
(at aslightly reduced monthly income). 

for free brochure and de/at/s contact your nearest 

L/C office, any UC agent or Deoetoprrtent Officer. 

We ivift be glad to help you 


IVI 


£ife Jnsuraitce Corporation of Jndia 
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HOW THEY FINISHED 


1 VASIN MfenCHANT 
(MHTA) 

2«ALOKiaiMAN(pt^ 

3. DeVSNDRA JOSHI (RLY) 

4. ASHOK SHAMDILYA 

(Bl-Y) 

5. 8.A SALEEM (TN) 

6. MATHEW THOMAS (HER) 

7. YUSUF MmZA (BEN) 

B* SHAKEEL AHMED (BEN) 


Devendra Joahf (left) struggled to 
keep his eagle-eye focus, but the 
two weeks of relentless play took 
Its toll 

Much was expected of Sonic 
Multan! in the senior championship 
but it was In the juniors that he 
eventually dominated the table: 
winning both billiards and snooker 
mind—boggling touch whenever 

the mood was 

Unfortunately, the mood didn't 
happen too often and tlie 
championships was denied the 
pleasure of seeing more of his 
exemplary play. 

However, it was left to Sonic 
Multani to provide the icing on a 
well-conducted tournament 
Using every trick he has picked 
up from his illustrious mentor 
Geet Sethi, the tall and lanky lad 
from Gujarat was a hot favourite 
every time he graced the table. But 
the battle-scarred veteran from 
Bengal, Yusuf Mirza, eventually 
got his measure and blunted the 
youngster’s high-accuracy 
potting in the pre-quarterfinal. 

Once he was out of the senior 
national championships. Multani 
then turned his sights on the 
junior titles: both billiaids and 
snooker. Arid even though the 
competition wasn't enough to 
spark his game to the heights it is 
capable of. Multani was still good 
enough to notch up the expected 
double. Amit Saboo of 
Maharashtra trailing him to the 
post in both oases. 

PftKiMpPaul 
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Thanks 


T he article on Pete Sampras 
was really a treat. Sampras 
portrays himself as a very 
honest and cool character. To 
top it all he has talent in the 
right measure. I also enjoyed 
reading the article on Lestor 
Piggott. Despite his age, he still 
remains the beat jockey of our 

timoa. 

MANABKUMAR CHELLENO. 
North Lakhimpur. 


MAILBAG 

exceptions. Not only 
sportsmen, but everyone 
should aim to attain—at 
least—a minimum degree of 
fitness. 

We Indians should work on 
being more fit, so that we can at 
least progress as a nation. 
SOBHANKAR, 

Bhubsuieewar, 


I 


1 


] 



Keep It Up! 


O UR ycning Grandmaster 
defeating Karpov was indecid 
great news. Anand's swift 
moves seem to be his forte, and 
it unnerves the best players of 
the world. He is surely 
climbing the pinnacle of 
success nuicJi faster than was 
expected of him In our land 
wliore world champions are a 
rarity, let’s hope that Anand 
dixy's not let us down. Anand for 
India is a prized possession. 
SHIN !VAS N YAFA THY. 
Riijahinunclry. 


Great stuff 


T hanks a million for the 
apecual issue on filmstars. 
(6-12 Feb '91) showing their 
sporty side. Indeed, it is very 
true that the modern men and 
women are very much 
concerned about maintaining 
pt ak physical condition to last 
out the lieavy strain of various 
aotivatles Even filmstars are no 


T he issue dated 6—12 Feb ’91 
was a bit of a disappointment. 
The manner in which the stars 
keep fit is of little use to the 
sportelovers. And moreover 
there was no write up 
regarding the exercises. 

The remark in the 
Freewheeling of the same issue 
which stated that Mar^ona 
against all odds carried 
Argentina into the finals of the 
World Cup is surely not going 
to please Goycochea and 
Cannigia in the least. The 
writer had written an article 


that v/sB highly biased, and in 
the process has raised 
Maradona to the skies. 

Brian Qlanville's ’Leave the 
damn laws alone’ was a 
masterpiece. Finally whatever 
one says, Sportsworld is the 
best sports magazine in the 
country. Keep up the good work • 
NIMISHDUBEY. 

Allahabad. 


Will HIstey Repeat ItBelffi 

T he grand finale of the fifth 
World Cup cricket is to be 
staged at Melbourne on the 
25th of March ’92. I’d like to 
reminisce that on the 25th of 
March 1985. India recorded 
one of the greatest victories in 
one-day cricket, defeating 
Pakistan at Sharjah. Though 
we were dismissed for 135 
runs, we restricted our rivals to 
an unimaginable 86. Will 
history repieat itself on March 
25.1992? 

PREJOTH PHILIP, 

Trivandrum. 




VIlHIS has reference to the article “Cold War—The Delhi Ranji 
K Trophy Controversy” in the issue dated, 26 Feb—5th Mar. 

In the report it had been mentioned that on the morning of the 
Delhl'PucvjO’b Ranji Trophy match, Mr. Bishen Singh Bedi, 
Chairxnan, Selection Committee and coach of the Punjab team, not 
the manager, (the manager was Mr, Harcharan Singh) had made the 
contention that “I don’t doubt umpire Sood’s intention8,but.I have 
reservations regarding his capacity”. Perhaps the latter part of the 
report which reads as uncter: 

”DOCA officuds maintain that umpire Pritam Sood made some 
utter blunders in the recent Steel Trophy condvicted by The Steel 
Authority of India, (SAIL). This was brought to Bedi’s notice and 
hence he was wary of Sood’s ability”. 

Which could also be attributed to Mr Bedi and not to DDCA as 
reported. The later statement was Bedi’s explanation/extention of liis 
earlier statement. 

The fact is that I have not supervised even a single game in the , 
Steel Trophy during 1990-91. However, I had supervise the 
semi-flnal matches during 1988-89 and 1989-90 and in case there 
were adverse reports against my supervisiem, I have no knowl«Kl^ 
about that. I have also checked up with the ofnoial inchaTge foi* 
poeMng of umpires for Steel Trophy matches, (Dr Tsmiih Ahmed and 
Dr Rambabu (3upta) they have also expressed their ignoi^ik^ of any 
such adverse reporte against me. 

In the end, it could he inferred that Mr Bedi made the ajboyd 
statement to score his point against DDCA in general and EiCSCi in 
particular and I have b^n made a scapegoat in the entire epii^e. ' 
PBITAMSOOD. 

AUIadUUmpinmp^el.BCCI 
























THE FALDO FORMULA 

" I - ■■ I I 


V/WEN YOU ARE PRAaiSNG. 
BE CONSTRUCTIVE, PUT k 
CLUB ONTWeORCUNO TO 
AID TOUR AUGNMENT. HIT 
BALLS TO ATARGET.. 



... HIT EVERY SHOT AT THE 
SAME PACE,\vORK THROUGH 
THE SAME PRE-SHOT 
ROUTINE EVERY TIME. 



IN OTHER WORDS,MAICE 
HITTINO good SHOTS A 
HABIT NOTAN ACCIDENT. 




Having tkouble on the course 7 ok then 
BEFORE YOU*FIDOL£’ WITH YOUR SWING. 
CHECX YOU ARE AIMING PROPERLY.. 



FAULTY ALIGNMENT 
IS NEARLY ALWAYS 
THE PRIMARY 
CAUSEOFPOOR 
SHOTS AND AOUB 
PUCeO ALONG 
YOUR TOE-UNE 
AS YOU SET-UP 
FORA PRACriC£ 
WING CAN OFTEN 
® VEAL THE 
ROOT OF THE 
PROBLEM. 



BECAUSE THE WIND IS BLOWING OVER YOUR SHOULDER 
IT WILL eventually AFFECT YOUR AUGNMENT AND 
CONFIDENCE AS YOU 
P TT) p 






















Y (')l' )I1M‘ t);K:k 

! r. vvr)rK . 
fj( \‘V-1 1 ]•( :fi [i.nrl i f'cil 
1}aii<)l.li^*.r 

(I'ly mol ,f iC(' ]h ov(.M' You 
;,j\; i 11 'c )}' a sio>W(:-r‘, ;s)I iri 
1 I\;i J (jT ) hu taily ior 
soiiif ‘i inx; ha V(,' irux'} 
a uh l.ho:.! docKlu to f/a 11 i\. 
a (lay Wlsit was i( 1 lx.- 
1 U 'a t ius sa.](r.'’*lt/:s a 

haid day's iii^yht and \'vv 
Ixx'U vvo] km^' likt^a dof^' 
’is bt.M'ti a i^ard day's 
TUL'iiV and 1 should he 
si(M ‘}.U1 ^ ' 

You hill la- sac;k . and 
then, .you loss anrl 
I ui'ii. wa il in^ Tor 
I l v pnos, the g'od of 
s i u ri 1 1.)( ‘ I • t () ^ T’ a n 1 a g’oc jd 
m^'lil.'s sle(.!p, Ajler- some 
t irne you trust fated, 
Uv )! knowing' wha.l to do, 
iK)t sure- whether you 
h () u Id sto |:) eo u nting' 

Uie sheep m the field, or 
whoUiei' you shouid 
finally gad out td' i>ed 
F 1 nal 1 y sleep dulls y()ur 
senses and you don't 
r'eal i se w h e n you shu t. 
of!’, fkit the next 
morn mg; you pev up 
feeling; disofienttfl, and 
mighty tir(xl 

Is tins a seerx.' that is 
nacterl 111 y o ur bed room 
nirjsl. days of t lx; w(;ek“’:^ 

If so read on , For, tins 
week vvr- are going to 
dvvoiI on 1 hf^ sJcnping 
pattou’ns and a few tips 
on [\(>w you can l'inall\' 
gu'! tliose f'ew lioursof 
s[ef>p Thai your bod.v so 
(i(.‘Sf.)r;'T'ately needs. 

Tlie body's typu.^al 
sltaop wakr- eyel;..- is atxvut 
y dd 1 (.>u!' ' h 1.11! 1 is 11lat 
r(:‘e.'ula.te t lit" w ht ilt.'- htKly. 


'fl x.u't ■. 1 re ; w'! 1 dist i i ur j 
>:tag’es ui sii^opuigs }<lf M i 
11. \ : ± p i d 1'; y t ■ M u \ ' e n x .• a t i 
and no.n-lil'lM or 
oT'ltx jdox sleep 
Surprisingly Jlx’bi'ain 
1 1 vx" I• s 1 (xxps, i.jt) n g af'1 r 
you’ Ve si a.rt( k\ s t.re >I! m g 
tlx; st rer-ts in | 

s 1 u m I )t ^ .r Ian d y o 1.11 ■ b ra i n ■ 
IS St it ] a wake and at 
t irrues y.iroduer-s eleetrie 
impulses tiiat are mucfi j 
s1 1 'o 11 gei• t ha 11 when <.m | 
areavvakix Tfic liiydiuns ] 
of' tl u' l)ody a re j 

syuehrouised by tlie I 

sun’s yu -houi‘ f;yc..‘le | 

At 6 am wlxm you are ' 
just txeyvi full I ig t(.) stir 
awake, the level (:.)t sti'ess 
hormone in youi' hot.iy is 
at It's peak, The best 
time for exereising 
inc’jdt.uita.hy is around 9 
a rn w fi e n 1 li e b('>d y s • 
oxygem use is at it's j 

[leak. It takes till tfie | 

1 ift.i;>11 cXin, sur p i'ising-iy . | 
for' the brain to Int lo[.) | 

gear. By d pni tlu' gi'apli j 
o f r■(‘a 1 1 V 1 1 y fieg i n s t o j 
dip. Mid-afternoon i.e ■ 

siesta t.j nx^ lan lioug]i | 

(.Irin't. t i-y using 11 lat t.lx ‘ 

.neX11 1 me y our \ k )ss j 

t.jate h t\s yC' u n a p ]:i 111 g;' tin ! 
the job). 

d'hrtx- flours later, at I 

t 

around b pm t fxr I 

alm't iiess levtd is 
j'est.orecl. It a.g'aia bep;ins ' 
tr^ wane at around 9 pm. ■ 
when the stmss ' 

horrrx'ine begins to !'all. j 

a.nd okl Hy jirass sia I'P^ I 

whisyx a i iig; _voi.ii' name j 

W fx Xi \'( XI I'l ’'S; la } I 
asUiej) _\ oui’ Ix'r.ii't aix.j 
o.-'Sjji I'at f )i'v rates ::le''.v' 
(icrvvn a.nd y(r.ii' nlusele-s. 


1 efaX. as you jaass 
t.brt >U gh ’ hr' I'Sl of t lx* 

Dt.X! Bl'fVI s tln’ee slaL’es 
Norma by tins st.^igr- 
la si,.*-; fr'( an ba If a mi n utt* 
to st'vu'i; niunites 
D u r 1 n g 1 fn s s t,a g'( ■ y (i u i ■ 
rtuet 1 vjty t o exit .sale 
vStirnuli d J rn I n ish(.^'':. and 
your uXMilal processes 
are jiut on st.a.ud by J; i 
St age 1 w( y t h(" first ( ixx; 
sist age flx i'eai’e 
huj’sts (..>f f)ra in wave' 
ael jvity. i iilF.'d .sieej.) 
spxndles. Ha.lf an hour i.o 
4r) min titxvs a.fhvi' lal! j ng 
as lee* j), you t.'i i! m' tlx* 
third and deepest stage'. 
(;alled the c loir a .sle-ep 
stage 

Tfia.n somfdhing- odd 
h a p]ie n s Y o u i • in 11 sr ■ I es 
(Xi'e rnori' relaxed 11 lan 
over, but your eyefialls 
dart back aru.l fort ti 
under closed (gx'liels 
your fx'arl. and 
br'Oathing I'ates cpix,.‘ktan 
your' rrxd.atiohsm 
nxa'eases, vrui are iiks’ly 
to g'et st.'xually aiouscK'l 
and you begin to drea.m 
^ I ’ 1J i,: I' j I s 1 .r t H1 ] 11,1 i. J I" i i [ i] M 
sFlasts f(.)r a iixife' b 
to U) aunutr^s. For t fx' 
rest ol t lie niglit ;yX)u 
alleiaiai e t.'o six 

Itnxx-; be*tween fifiM and 
non Kf*:M. 

Ni.rw foi'dfx' Vital 
cpjestK.xi as h.i how rnueii 
of slcMip i.s j'ea 11 y 
onoLig'hhi sieef;-slut 11 *.;■ s 
an avera.g'e of 7 tn H 
hour's ('.if sl.:-e-p sis'ins t' i 
e.-or^.bate- wil.ii a lorjg'nr 
and 1 leak ! ne> hh- ! h^ K;t- 
x\ h(; slc'c]) f -s.'-e teiiU U) 
hi't.:cx)x.r pre ij x:.' to a ngi: xi 
or fx.'a.r; nains A st i id \ 


THE HEALTH 
WLMH 


j onnd 1 X. t'.'i.i \ ts1 year U ' 

I the 1 .hnuxi Slat es of 
j Anx't K./i i ix. s <-sia i)be"-^fx*d 
I f.hat all t )(■ iis e<. >uld d^ i 
i wil li a. hit. ;:x fe i >i shut 
I ey(‘. Sta \ 1 ng' tx.it late 
I wea'ki ug late mt o t lie 
I niglil on vvf.H'f:-;lry'\'s ;u'id 
i t.her ‘ ' .ry 1 ! ig It :> 
j e< xnfiensaie t;y sltvpxug 
! moo.'{"in vvi't'ke'jids 
I k .n (}\ ,s tlx fx. )(i V s -s \u X. ’ 

! out. eef nea r A mnuar 
j s F *1']) 1 OSS m Hv a n d I t x .* r i 
j won t Kiii you . nui 
I g' '1 lin.g' F'ss 1 lian i hi ee 
! t.() lou r 1 lours t.F slee|y es 
Idvely to let.i ve y m 
feeling ir i'itable a; xl 
unable to eone<ait.ra.ir; on 
'w c 11' k 

1 'o inej‘(;a.se yon i' 
hkel i hood of a, g' n K.j 
nig'lil's sFayi, ;i void 
caffeine arxJ cold drinf;s 
befor'c fiedt ime VVa n:i 
m dk a.i xi eo(,'0;> 1 la.s a 
soot h I ng e flee I. on \ fie* 
brain a.rxl you le- 

mduee sF:*e'|) rn i.x.’h 
fa.st.i.M- For hgJit sleejier :s 
v\x > su ggi -St ; 1 hi xl 1 1 rn • ^ 
.snaek tiigh (,>ii 

<,(t I'liCil'i'N f hi J t.crs iiilU li^.-^;na 

on pj'iitems. Hiee, 
j.iot at(o(‘S firead , e< -rea fe 
arx’ ff’u It s. he!fj sfxit'd 
11 le a.in 'Li.x .1 a.ex.l 
t !‘y lojil iar i to i.lx* 
brain, whei'r' it is 
t eonv(fted Jilto 
I sm’otonin. (fiat :sa 
j inducer /vrx.itJxf 
I sieejiing' pill t fiat. \V( x'fa; 

I lx 'I ter rtia n an,vt Im ig 
I else and has no side 
, elF'cts is a regular 
I err a Sr' pi'ogamme 
1 Ali.inn wil.h,. rr‘_gul;ir 
' exercise in.ike siioyvou 
j hri ve \( i> I r hasx ;s rx i' lit 
W<' a.re bilking heo'; A a 
( -nMU nri ; li li*;* bed c nr 1 
I }a ! F.x\- s, a rJa rk . 

: I :[ic! J■e.ioi ruf .an 
I : i I c.l ;: s J n 1 f ‘ !'X XSi.- as 
’ {M i;'s bX- /\ ieo rerix 'rnb(:r 

I 1 ;. ! I a F a - onejl er XiS U UX ‘d 

i iati-. is .i me- ’Wiyno-xi.y 
' gooOh\« n. 0 .lr-e|j 

Tlx.':'a ’ ip^; and • :Uo 
, sh* a he i s- 't' -v ' M ; I! s-oit.n n 

I nO';! jl( • 1; e- M' ■ I ' y 
i V.'Whl'S' V-Si .di o-'-v 

: g-rn icgim-. • 























H osts, The Telegraph won the 
Merchants’ Cup badminton 
championship, but only just. In a 

keenly rwnnfested final. Telograph 
beat Indo-Japan by the odd match 
in three to lift the Merchants’ Cup 
badminton title for the second 
time in 13 editions of the meet. 

Twenty three teams participated 
in this year’s meet played at the 
Saturday Club. There were a few 
new faces and Anjuman Tea were 
regarded as the dark horse of the 
championship. The meet began 
with a flutter, with holders India 
Jute losing their league 
encounter. But the likes of 


Anjuman Tea fizzed out towards 
the later parts of the 
championship. 

It was only appropriate that The 
Telegraph reached the final of a 
meet which was well organised. 
The hosts had displayed a 
consistent performance 
throughout and they were heavily 
tipped to win the crown. But as 
long as the State champion of the 
Fifties. Haripada Guha was 
around, indo-Japan were a lougn 
side to beat. 

The Telegraph made a flying 
start when Arindam Chakraborty, 
as expected, dismissed Sanjay 
Kumar of Indo-Japan 15-4,15-4 
with consummate ease. But the 
matches became more competitive 
once the less regulars faced each 
other. 

The Telegraph were the winners 
of the Merchants’ Cup 
badminton tournament 


The first doubles pitted Subroto 
Baneijeeand AsishDasguptaof 
The Telegraph against Matta 
and Sajjan Agarwal of 
Indo-Japan. It weis amazing how 
the 55-year-old Matta showed fine 
courtcraft and great anticipation. 
Matta's fine play and Agarwal’s 
powerful smashes had the The 
Telegraph duo reeling. Oasgupta 
and Banerjee squandered big 
leads in both games and the 
Indo-Japan duo equadised 
winning the match 15-10,15-10. 

The deciding doubles was 
perhaps the best match of the 
tournament. The Telegraph’s 
Bikash Banerjee and Chandan Das 
faced 63-year-old Guha and his 
much younger partner Tapas 
Roy. 

While The Telegraph team was 
hardly pushed in the first game 
(they won 15-9), the second game 
was hotly contested. Guha showed 











glimpses of his past and some 
erratic play by Das and Benerjee 
on)y helped matters for 
Indo-Japan. From o-e down they 
not only drew level, but at 9^8 took 
the lead. 

But The Telegraph team pulled 
up their socks, made Indo-Japan 
save two game/match points, but 
could not deliver the final kill. The 
match went to deuce and it was 

finally a lunky line oaJl wHioh 

helped The Telegraph team win 
the match and the title. 



T he second Wushu Nationals 
was recently held in the city. 
Wushu a martial art which hits its 
roots in China, was a 
demcjnstration event in the 
Beijing Asian Games. 

The first international Wushu 
championship was first held m 
China, where 13 countries, 
including the United States and 
Canada, took part. That the 
popularity of the sport has spread 
worldwide was evident. 

The Wushu Association of West 
Bengal organised the second 
national championship at the Salt 
Lake Stadium, thirteen States sent 
144 participants in the meet. 
Manipur in the men’s section and 
Maharashtra in the womens 
proved to be the best teams 
It was the father-son duo from 
Manipur which grabbed the 
spotlight in the Calcutta 
nationals. Thirteen-year-old M. 
Amitkumar and his father, 
36-year-old M Binnani Singh 
won the gold medals in the 
gunshu and daoshu events, 
respectively. 

It was Maharashtra's Manshi 
Bela and SwatiChoudhari who 
were the best in the distaff side. 

Soumltra Bom 


Ibusteis Squash 

A RJAN SINGH could not have 
timed his first ever victory over 
former national champion 
Meherwan Daruwala in a better 



Arjan Singh: winners of the 
Masters Squash 

way In the four previous 
enooiintevs between the two, the 
young sapper officer from the 
Indian army did not have the last 
laugh. But in the third Gujarat 
Invitational Masters Squash 
Tournament, played at the 
Military Squash Cv^urts, 
Shabibaug Cantonment, the 
national No 2 Arjan Singh 
convincingly defeated Daruwala 
in three straight sets in less than 
thirty minutes in the final round 
robin league match and took 
home a cheque of Rs. 10,000. 

After losing two sets at 3-9, 5-9. 


Daruwala was expected to light 
back. However, he folded up quite 
surprisingly and surrendered the 
third set at 9-0 in just seven 
minutes instead. The southpaw 
still earned a prize of Rs. 6,500 lor 
finishing second. 

Arjan Singh was playing so w^ell 
right from the beginning, there 
was no doubt in one’s mind that 
who the ultimate winner would 
be. Instead of zeroing in on his 
game, Daruwala lost his rhythm. 
What he displayed consequently 
was squash of a very ordinary 
quality It was certainly not 
Daruwala’s day. 

The tournament carried a total 


id 









prize money of Rs. 32»250, Even 
the player who occupied the 
eighth and the last slot also went 
home with Rs 1.500 richer. 

Mr. P. Basu, tiie city Municipal 
Coniniissjoner. gave away the 
prizes. Lt. Col. Amarjeet Singh, 
the secretary of the District 
Squash Rackets Association of 
Ahinedabad, gave an account of 
the activities of the DSRAA. 
Haresh Pandya 


RAjKOr 


Tajawala Memorial 

A SPIRITED captain's 

pei’formanoe with the willow by 
Sudhir Tanna throughout the 
(jompelition helped Rajkot 
Railway ultimately win the 
Tajawala Memorial Cricket 
Tournament lor 1990-91. In the 
one-sided final at Municipal 
Corporation Ground. Rajkot 
Railway defeated Bhavnagar City 
by a margin of 78 runs 

Rajkot Railway owed much to 
Sudhir Tanna lor this trophy 
triumph, both as a batsman and as 
a skipjier. He not only scored a 
very vita) 87 with six fours and 
three sixes in the final, but hit two 
brilliant centuries in the previous 
two matches. He was 
unanimously dec’lared the 'man of 
tlie finar and 'player of the series*. 

Bhavnagai* City could well have 
beaten Rajkot Railway if it had 
made sincere efforts. After all, the 
fiorne side's total of 223 for 6 in 44 
overs was certainly not a fabulous 
one Furthermore. Bhavnagar 
Cit y had in its ranks a couple of 
lint' batsmcMi capable of taking the 
Rajkot Railway attack apart But. 
strangely enough, they were 
unduly playing under pressure 
created ny inemseives. wickets 
fell at regular interval and, but for 
a 33-nin last wit'ket pertnership, 
Bhavnagai' City would have lost 
tlie tit' pi etty early The highest 
i scorej' in Bhavnagar City's total of 
! 145 was Dakshes Jagged, who 
I made 26 

I Raju Hawal with 4 for 35 and 
! Atul Desai witli 3 for 34 were the 
i most successful Rajkot Railway 
bowlei's 

In the two semi-finals. Hajkot 


Railway and Bhavnagar City 
defeated Surendranagar City and 
Rajkot Rural respectively. 

The Tajawala Memorial Cricket 
Tournament is being annually 
played in memory of the former 
president of Saurashtra Cricket 
Association, Haribhai Tajawala. 
His widow, Mrs. Prafullaben 
Tajawala. gave away the prizes. 
The SCA secretary, Niranjan 
Shah, was present during the 
prize-distn bution. 


CALCUriA 


HJL ChManibaiam 
Itaphy 

D TTAR PRADESH (UP) won the 
4th M, A. Chidambaram 
Trophy, the under-19 version of 
the Irani Trophy championship, 
in Calcutta recently. Rest of India 
went down by four wickets in a 
match which was dominated by 
Uttar Pradesh throughout 
When the best under-19 


cricketers of the country meet, it 
ought to be great cricket and the 
Chidambaram Trophy this time 
had its share of some outstanding 
performances. Asish Winston 
Zaidian and Dharmendra Mishra’s 
brilliant bowling performances, 
and Rahul Dravid's batting were 
some highlights of the four-day 
fixture, 

UP won the toss and promptly 
decided to bat on a Eden wicket 
known to favour t>atsmen. At me 
end of day one, UP were sitting on 
a respectable total of 330 for eight, 
Mishra grabbing five of them 
conceding only 58 runs. It was 
Rizwan Shamsad's 79 off 98 balls 
and Manoj Mudgal’s 64 which 
helped UP to a healthy score. 

UP failed to add much to their 
overnight score and early on the 
second day, they wore all out for 
338, with Mishra finishing with 
figures of six for 60. 

But the early advantage was 
frittered away by the Rest of India 
batsmen as they ran into heavy 

The UP team were the winners of 
the M.A. Chidambaram Trophy 


















weather scx>n after. Zaidi 
engineered a collapse and the Rest 
weie 20 for two at one stage. 
Despite Dravid^ the teenager made 
his Ranji debut for Karnataka this 
season, producing 52 runs and V. 
Arvind chipping in with an 
unbeaten 57, the Rest folded up 
for 185 in their first innings. 

Zaidi finished with eight for 93 
and the MRF Pare Foundation 

troiiioc could not Have asked for 

anything better. 

Rest faced the ignominy oi a 
follow-on and when stumps were 
drawn on the second day, they 
were 94 for two with Dravid and 
Prabhjot Singh batting on 36 and 
41. respectively. 

It would be a long haul for 
Dravid and Singh on the third day 
as Rest skippei' Jatin Paranjapee, 
one of their batting mainstays, 
was injured and ruled (nit of 
action. Dravid, who hit his maiden 
Ranji century against Bengal just 
a few days ago, canned on with 
some good by.tting 

Dravid hit 151 in Rest's second 
innings and spent 291 minutes at 

the middle* in doinp go IIg liii lO 



fours and two sixes. Singh again 
hit a fine 72 and Arvid yet again 
produced a crisp 66. Rest had to 
declare at 360 for nine after tea on 
the third day. This left up to get 
only 208 for a win in a little over a 
day. Up were 19 for one at close on 
the penultimate day. 

Thirty nine minutes before tea 
on the final day it was all over. 
Mishra created a mild flutter 

whicn lie; pluKe^d up tlii et; wluKcte 
for 71 runs, but that was not 
enough. Sarvesh Shukla hit an 
unbeaten 82 (eight fours and two 
sixes) and Gyanendra Pandey 
chipp^jd in with an unbeaten 39 as 
UP coasted to a four-wicket 
victory. 

Soumitra Bose 


Sdnol Tennis 


■ImE third annual Calcutta 
X International School’s Clay 
Court tennis championships was 
held at the Calcutta South Club. 

In the boy’s singles the lop two 

seode cra.8Hed ou.i in the 

semi'finals in matches which 
went the distance and left the 
spectators breathless. The final 
saw the fourth seed Krishna 
Manda, with ankle strapped, quite 
unhampered, overpowering his 
way to a resounding straight sets 
win (6-2, 6-4) over Andre Barbt^sa. 

In the play-off for third and 
fourth positions, dethroned 
top-seed Avik Sarkar salvaged 
some pride in polishing off a 
steady Kanchon Das Mahapatra 
( 6 - 2 ). 

In the girl’s singles, played on a 
league-cum-round-robin basis, 
Nayanika Misra won all her 
games in straight sets stamping 
her clear superiority and class 
over the field. Vandana Primlani 
settled for the second position and 
Gala Foshkin the third. 

In the beginner’s group for 
boy's Soumya Basu Thakur lived 
up to his top billing trouncing 
first time entrant Vishal Kapadia 
(6’2), while in the girl’s section, 
senior student Afreen All blanked 
out last year’s ruimer-up 
Christine Jarniac;. 

Shush Koch^r 


(UDDAI OKI' 
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V OLLEYBAUj in this country is 
going through a transitional 
phase while Indian volleyball has 
never really reached international 
standard, it has now and then 
come up truly Asiad standard and 
even as recently as in 1986, India 
won the bronze medal at the Asian 
Games at Seoul. 

Subsequently however, our 
performances came nowhere neaj' 
this level and the governmciil in 
fact, removed volleyball from the 
priority list and India did not field 
a team in the 1990 Beijing Asian 
Games. 

Alive to this declining standard 
of the game in the country, the 
Volleyball f^ederation of India 
(VFT) has launched a full scale 
preparation to regain the lost 
glory And over the next couple of 
years with syaluiualjually 
organised (joachirig camps and 
well planned out comj)etitions at 
the State, Zonal and National 
level, the VFI hopes that the 
country will again at least reach 
the Asian standards, 

In fact .the various prograinmoB 
are already under way to build a 
stnmg Inclian men’s team for 
participation in the Asian 
championshipa1 Perth in August 
and the women’s team which will 
take part in the Asian 
championship in August at 
Bangkok. 

Given this background, the 
13th Federation Cup volleyball 
tournament which was held at 
Cuddalore, somo 3 20 rnilt?s south 
of Madras assumed added 
significance For, aft(?r the 
Nationals at Bombay, this was the 
first important tournament to be 
held, and in many ways, the 
Federation Cup in which the top 
club teams in the country take 
part IS as equally important as the 
Nationals. 

The standard in the Federation 
Cup is generally of a very high 
order and the fare in this year’s 
competition held at the Anna 





stadium, was no oxception. 

Indeed it was quite encouraging 
and the immediate impression 
was that Indian volleyball had 
taken the iirst step towards 
regaining some of its lost gloiy 
Teams from the South have 
generally dominated in the 
Federation Cup tournament for 
some years now and in fact the 
composition of the ten teams 
taking part in the men’s event was 
made up of four teams from the 
South and two each from the 
North, West and East. And while 
Hindustan Photo Films (IIPFj 
from Ooty did not retain the title, 
another Southern team,Kerala 
Police from Trivandrum, won the 
trophy this year In fact they 
defeated HPF in the final after a 
tame encounter. 15-8, 15-9,15-4 
in under 45 mitiute.s 

The final came as an anti climax 
to the week-long tournament 
which saw many keen matches. 
But Kerala Police's superiority on 
the day was overwhelming. In 
fact, Kerala Police had defeated 
HPF in the preliminary stage But 
then, HPF had put up a goixi fight 
before going down in four games 
In the final even as Kerala 
Police’s game went from strength 
to strength, little went right for 
HPF’. International Sndharaii and 
■Vijaykumar who had done much 
good work for HPF in the 
preliminary stage and the Super 
League were off colour during the 
final; for Kerala Police, 
international and captain Cy n I 
Valoor and Udaykumar were 
outstanding. 

Parlab Ramchand 


CXlCUiN 
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S WANTONS CRICKET CLUB. 

Ernakulam edged out 
defending champions and four 
time winners State Bank of 
Travancore. Trivandrum by 8 
runs in the finals of tenth 
Presteege Bombay Dyeing All 
Kerala Cricket tournament at the 
Maharaja's College Grounds at 







Swantons Cricket Club were the 
winners of the K.A. Oamodaran 
Memorial Trophy 

Coohm and lifted the K.A. 
Damodaran Memorial 
rolling trophy 

In the first semi finals. State 
Bank oi Travancore, Trivanarum 
defeated hosts Presteege Cricket 
Club by 90 runs. Batting first. 

SBT scjored 187 for 9 in 45 overs, 
their main scorers being Ranji 
stars, T.P. Ajithkumar 54 and 
Ajay Varma 43 n.o. P. Ramesh 
bowled well for Presteege and 
claimed 4/32 off 9 overs In reply, 
Presteege were bundled out for a 
paltry 98 runs with Ajay Varma (6 
for 25 ) and Afsal (3 for 12) ripping 
through the hosts batting line up. 
Only K.A, Sunil (33) withstood the 
onslaught for some time. 

In the second semi-finals, 
Swantons CC brought off a 
sensational 39 runs victory over 
star studded Reserve Bank of 
India, Tj'ivaiiUi uni, the defending 
runners up. Batting first, 
Swantons wei'e all out for a 
modest 160 runs off 44.2 overs. 
Only Ranji star Feroz Rasheed 
(50) played well. In reply, RBI had 
started off well, but tumbled 
before the accurate bowling of 
Ravi (5 for 20) and Anil John (3 
for 18). They could muster only 
121 in 39.3 overs, of which 35 
runs came from Itty Cherian's 
bat. 




In a thrilling 50 over a side 
final, Swantons CC, continued 
their winning spree and brought 
off a stunning 8 run victory over 
defending champions, State Bank 
of Travancore, Trivandrum. The 
winning team’s average age was 
less than 20 and the only notahle 
star in the team was Feroz 
Rasheed, who represents the State 
in the Ranji side, while SBT was 
represented by 6 Ranji players of 
the State. 

Winning the toss and electing to 
bat, Swantons CC made a sedate 
start and runs were coming 
scarcely. They could score only 
142 for 5 at the end of 44 overs, of 
which 76 useful runs came off 
Anil John's bat. It was Sanjeev Pai 
with an electrifying knock of 38 
runs off 32 balls which included 
one four and three consecutive 
sixes off state bowler Sandeep's 
one over, who brought some 
respectability to the Swantons i 

total. Swantons mads 804 for G at | 
the end of 50 overs. 

SBT began their chase 
disastrously and were 34 for 5 at 
one stage. Then came the excellent 
sixth wicket partnership of 146 
runs off 32.2 overs by Ranji 
players Ram Mohan (95) and 
Sandeep (64 n.o.) Ram Mohan 
played sensibly and Sandeep was 
content to pick up the singles and 
twos. SBT almost seemed to have 
wrested the initiative and looked 
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like piUling off a well earned 
victory. But Feroz Rasheed 
dashed their hopes when he had 
Ram Mohan trapped leg before 
wicket in the 46th over. Ram 
Mohan had played an innings of 
character that revealed keen 
judgement and ample 
concentration. He missed his 
century by just 5 runs. His 95 
came off 116 balls, studded with 7 
fours and 4 sixes. Once he fell, the 
rest of tne SBT Datsmen threw 
away their wickets with 
irresponsible strokes and 
Swantons pulled off yet another 
incredible victory from the jaws of 
defeat. 

P.M. Veeramani 



M arwaki college. 

Ranchi emerged as the new 
champions when they won the 

iiotible crown in the HanoHi 

The Marwari Co!lege men’s and 
women’s team were the winners 
of the Inter-Coliege badminton 


University Inter-College 
Badminton championship held 
at Jubilee College, Bhurkunda 
recently. 

In the men's team 
championship, Marwari 
College defeated Co-operative 
College, Jamshedpur 3-0. In 
the first singles Sabbir Hussain 
of Marwari College beat Vivek 
Kumar Sharma in easy sets by 
15-7, 15-7. The second singles 
was tough to some extent, but 
Ashwini Sharma of 
Co-operative College could not 
save the match and lost to 
NimhasEkkaby 7-15. 15-18. 

Teaming up with Shekhar 
Mitra, Sabbir Hussain, defeated 
Ashwini Sharma and Abhijil 
Mitra in the doubles. 

Earlier in the semi finals. 
Marwari College, Ranchi beat 
Birsa College, Khuiiti 3-0, 
while Co-operative College, 
Jamshedpur defeated Sindri 
College. Sindri by 3-0. 

In the women’s final, 
Marwari College crushed 
Jubilee College, the hosts. The 
singles winner was. Reena 
Ekka of Marwari College when 
she defeated Anjana Bose of 
Jubilt^ College, Bhurkunda 
11-4,11-4. Reena Ekka and 



Poonam Ekka beat Anjana Bose 
and Ranjana Bose 11-2,11-1 in 
the doubles. 

Chief guest Mr Victor Tigga. 
Dean of Students’ Welfare, 
Ranchi University gave away 
the prizes. Director of Physical 
Education Mr E.P.R. Hans was 
also present at this occasion. 
AnU Kumar Singh 


NKW Dl'.I.ni 
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D elhi university proved its 

supremacy in the men’s 
North-Zone and women’s 
North-East Zone Inter-University 
Tennis Championships held at 
Hindu College and St. Stephei\s 
College respectively, recently. 

In the men’s section, Delhi 
univei'sity routed Gurunanak Dev 
University (GNDU), Amritsar 3-0 
to clinch the title. Gaurav Sharna, 
a B A (Hons) sociology final year 
student of Hindu College started 
tiie rout, disposing or Naveen 
Kuinar 6-4, 3 6, 6-2 in 90 
minutes In the second singles, 
Adilya S?w;hdeva outplayed 
Gaurav Mchra 6-0, 6-1 Aditya 
Sachdevaaiid Ashwin Damodaran 
b^at the GNDU pair of Ashish 
Kapoor and Deepak Anand 6-0. 

6-1 to complete the margin 

In the play off match, last year s 
runner-up Lucknow University 
outclassed Punjab Univorsily 
three games to nil to clinch tlie 
third spot 

The surprise of the tournament 
was the demotion of last year’s 
champions. Aligarh Muslim 
University. In the quarter finals 
Punjab University defeated 
Aligarh MuBlim Uiiivereity by 
four matches to one. 

In the women’s section, Delhi 
won the North-East Zone 
Inter-Varsity Tennis 
Championship with a 2-0 vicU^ry 
over Punjab (Patiala) in tlie final 
Moyina handed down a 6-0, 6-0 
defeat to Navneet and Yamini 
demolished Nancy by an identical 
margin to clinch the issue. 

Surash Kumar Lau 



















Little To Offer 


T 


iHE Amateur 
Athletic 
Federation of 
India has 
never been 
known for its 


wise decisions. So in 
that respect their choice 


of timing of the 
Inter-State 

Championships and the 
venue itself was very 
much in keeping with 

their usuaI practices. 

The poor timing of the 
meet resulted in most of 



the top athletes staying 
away and the venue, 
Gandhinagar (Gujarat), 
had little to offer by way 
of good performing 

conditions, for those 

who had braved all odds 
to reach the place. 

The meet, held on a 
poor track, which 
incidentally was being 
used for the first time, 
saw very few creditable 
timings. Zenia Ayrton, 
who has been having a 
very good run picked up 
a sprint double and in 
good time. She stopped 
the clock at 11.7 seconds 
for the 100m and at 23.9 
seconds for the 200m. 
Both these timings 
should give Ashwini 
Nachappa sitting in 
Bangalore a lot to think 
about the time when the 
Open Nationals come 
around. 

Zenia, however, was 
not successful in her 
first venture at the high 
hurdles in the 
Nationals. She came 
here with confidence of 
having bagged the 
Ali-lndia University title 
in the 100m hurdles at 
Kalyani (West Bengal) 
in January and then 
again at an invitational 
meet in Bombay. But 
this time she hit the 
fourth hurdle rather 
heavily and ended a 
distant seventh, while a 
West Bengal youngster, 
Mita Sadhukhan 
impressed with a 
winning time of 14 4 
seconds^ Sadhukhan, 
though lightly-built 
showed a lot of elegance 
while sailing over the 
obstacles. 

The record books will 
show that the meet saw 


three new Inter-State 
Championship records 
besides one being 
equalled. Zenia equalled 
P.T. Uslxa’s mark in the 

lOOm timing 11.7 

seconds. The record 
setters were Satbir 
Singh,men's javelin 
with a throw of 69.48m; 
Vijapal Singh in the pole 
vault with a clearance of 
4.91 m and Nalluswami 
Annavi in the high jump 
with a thiixl time 
clearance of 2.12m, 
Annavi, to his credit, 
tried to increase his own 
national mark b^ having 
a go at 2.17ra but the 
cacophony of the 
insensitive announcer 
and the commotion that 
was taking place with 
i rrftlftvan i pH 7 jpl 
distributions gave him 



Razia Sheikh: once again, a winner 





less than a fair chance of 
making a strong 
attempt at a new 
national record. 

Satbir Singh, still 
eligible to participate in 
the junior ranks has 
been knocking on the 
doors of stardom for the 
last couple of seasons. 
The Punjab Police 
athlete, who was fourth 
in the javelin at the 
Beijing Asian Junior 
Meet and lOth in the 
World Juniors at Plavdiv 
(Bulgaria), has this 
season been going over 
the 70m-mark. He came 
close to that once again 
by punching the turf at 
69,48m. His best, 
however, came in the 
Police Meet at Patna 
recently where he had 
achieved 71.96m which 
is within striking 
distance of the national 
record, which at 72.08m 
is in the custody of the 
controversial 
S.B.Mishra. Mishra, 
who was second behind 


Satbir, has been taking 
part in the national level 
meets, despite the Sports 
Authority of India's 
announcement that he 
had tested positive for 
taking banned 
substances. 

The A AFI has taken a 
lenient and different 
view of the whole 
episode on the grounds 
that Mishra was not 
given a chance to be 
present when the second 
test was carried out by 
the testing authorities 
in Moscow last year 
before the Asian Games. 
Mishra, who aid not 
make the team to the 
Beijing Asian Games, 
had taken part in the 
Permit Meet, then the 
Lie departmental; meet 
this February and now 
the Inter-State 
Championships. Unless 
the issue is solved one 
way or the other, the 
matter could become an 
embarrassing one for 
India if it is taken up by 


the international body. 

In the women's 
section, Suresh Bala a 
former heptathlete at 
the university level, won 
the 1,500m and the 
3,00m. But the timings 
were nothing to write 
home about. Razia 
Sheikh, who had been on 
the scene for almost a 
decade was there again, 

winning in front of her 

home crowd. She was 
well short of her best of 
50m-plus but for an 
athlete winning her 
ninth national title, the 
effort of 48m is very 
good indeed. 

The Bengal walkers 
led by Kabita Gai'ari, as 
usual cornered ail the 
glory in the women's 
10km walk and high 
hurdler Ashish Mondal 
beat back a strong 
challenge from veteran 
Fraveen Jolly Mondal 

N. Annavi sails over the 
bar to register another 
victory 



won in 14.6 seconds as 
against 14.7 by Jolly, 
who had won a bronsse in 
the 1982 Asian Games. 

The absence of the 
leading athletes from 
Kerala like K.Saramma 
among others, Ash win! 
Nachappa, Reeth 
Abraham, Arjun Deviah 
from Karnataka, 
Bahadur Prasad and 
Dina Ram robbed the 
meet of all gloss. But 
then the timing was 
such that most of the 
athletes were in off 
season and waiting for 
the Open Nationals 
which was scheduled in 
August But the A AFI 
on the last day of the 
meet announced that the 
Open Nationals would 
now be held either in 
Bombay or Calcutta on 
May 10,11 and 12. This 
re-scheduling is sure U) 
upset the preparations 
of a lot of athletes, but 
then the AAFI has never 
really thought of the 
atnietes. 

One of the few athletes 
who came to 

Gandhinagar essentially 
to try out his fitness and 
won in the process was 
long jump)er, M B 
Sadasivan, who touched 
7.63m. 

Tamil Nadu high 
jumper Angela Lincy 
kept her title intact with 
a best of 1.71 m, but she 
failed on all three 
attempts at 1.75m, one 
cm higher than her own 
national record. 

Like Vijaypal, though 
not in a record-breaking 
faxshion. making a 
comeback was 
injury-prone triple 
jumper S. Murali. 

Murali won his event 
with an effort of 15.49m 
and now looks forward 
to a repeat of 1987 when 
he was coming close to 
16 metres. 

A Correspondent 

Spon» Mananernent Gioup 






tHi SPORTS HALL OF SHAMS 



(SOtFPRO UEFT/SmCKUOUS^NAMO 
TWE LATE AViO EARU/ 

ONCE BLEW NVS STACK AT A TOlRNAAAENTT \N 
TEXAS. AFTER DRWIN6 *XK SrRA\6HT SAJuU?* 
»UTO A LAVCE, TWE RjRX)ai> STAaCHOUSE 
THREW mSCLUBANPeOLFeW&»KroTV»EWftIER. 
WVAEH H\S CAoO^E BBSAMTO^iaei.E, UEFTY 
THREW H\M\NTWrORlMK.,T«J. TWEKLTOCAP 
OFF HIS WETAK^t) WW-DTlRAOE, THE STEAM- 
IM6 OUFFER COOtJEO OFF eyTOSSlKi& 
HJ/VKSELEltiTWELAKE/ Ail , 







U)6M,the horse, owheoeythe 

QUEEM MOTHER, WM» APHAREHTLy OM HlS W/W'TO 
yftNNtHOiHE 19S4 dRAHP S T EE PLE- 

CVMSE VMEN HE PBRRsRMBD A AY5TER(00^ 
MANEIA^R. C3GV4QML0CHW/SUEADIN6>SYS\X 
L.EN&THS WHEN WE ATTEfAFIEP TO JUMP A 
PHANTOM HURDLE — AMO lAKADED FLAT ON HlS 
SKMMA! APPROPRlATRiy^ H*SJQCKEX P«OK 
FRANCS^ LATER BECAME A BEST'Seu.! N& 
MySTERC WRITER. 


MILESTONES 


WON : The Volvo Tennie 
Tournament by John 
McEnroe defeating 
brother Patrick. TUs 
was the second time that 
the two brothers had 
faced each other in a 
major tournament. 

WON : The Virginia Slims 
tournament, at Palm 
Springs by Martina 
Navratilova defeating 
top seed Monica Seles. 
KILLED ; In a plane crash, 
2 Olympic Committee 
members and a coach of 
the US Cycling 
Federation. The Boeing 
737 of the United 
Airlines crashed on 
approach at 
Colorado Springs. 

TESTED : Positive for 
marijuana. American 
boxer Oreg Haugen. He 
might be stripped of the 
juiiior World 


Welterweight title that 
he won from Hector 
‘macho’ Camacho 
recently. 

LAUNCHED ; A scheme by 
the Army in cooperation 
with the Sports 
Authority Of India to 
provide free education 
and training in various 
sports to boys under 14 
years of age. 

RECDRO BROKEN : Of Gary 


Sobers’ 8,032 runs in 
Test cricket by Viv 
Richards, to become the 
West Indian with the 
highest run total. 
Richards outdid Sobers’ 
record in the first Test 
against Australia. 
REPLACED : David 
O’Meara iQr Paul Dale, a 
former New Zealand 
junior champion, as the 
ooach of Brittahia 






'• ... "v; 


Amritraj Tennis 
Foundation (BAT), in 
Madras. 

RESIGNS : Pakistan’s 
cricket administrator, 
Arif All Khan Abassi. 
RETIRES : Yashpal 
Sharma of Punjab from 
first class cricket. The 
cricketer from Piuijsb 
last played for India in 
1985. 

WON : Jansher Khan,his 
10th successive Grand 
Prix tournament wheii 
he defeated Jahangir 
Khan in the 70,000 
dollar Spanish Opoh. 

4 RETIRES : Michael Gross 
aftm: he participated in 
the last race in 
Frankfurt. Germany’s 
most successful 
swimmer now wsnta to 
pursue a career in 
joumalism. - 












IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQEI 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 . Who became the first batsman to 
score four Test hundreds before 
the age of twenty-one? 

2. Who was the last cricket captain of 
South Africa? (official Test series.) 

3. What is the ‘Red Stripe Cup’? 

ANSWERS 

1. George Headley. 

2. AliBacher. 

3. The principal domestic cricket 
competition of the West Indies 
(previously known as the Shell 

> Shield). 

CHESS 

The fifth g'aine of the 
Dreev-Anand match witnessed a 
strange reversal of roles. Anand, 
the tactician played calm 
positional chess while Dreev 
compromised his position going 
i for a tactical assault 

Anand got a grip somewhere in 
the early middlegame and then 
played simple logicalcness to make 
a rather difficult ending look very 
easy after Dreev had sacrificed in 
desperation when he realised ho 
was about to got washed out 
anyway 

White; Anand Vs Black. Dreev 
Game, 5. Butterfly Candidates 
Madras, ‘91.1 d4 Nf62 e4e63 Nf3b64 
Nc3 Bb7 5 a3 il5 6 cd5 Nxd5 7 m Nxc3 8 
bc3 Be7. In the third game Dreev 
won impressively after 8 Qxc3 h6 
e3 Bd6 10 Bd5 c6 11 Ba4 O O c5 
13 dc5 bc5 14 Rdl Qe7 15 Bc2 Rd8 
16e4, but Anand had an 
improvement ready and Dreev 
decided to sidestep into the more 
common variation with 8 bc3. 

9 e3 Nd710 Bd3 c5! White usually 
plays 9 e4 and Keeps a slight 
advantage. Black is now inviting 
11 Bxh7 cd4 12 ed4 Qc7 13 Bd2 g6 
when he has an edge. 110'O Rc812 
Qe2 0—013 e4 Qc714 Rel RfdS 15 Bd2 e5! 
This is a favourable way to fix the 
centre 

16 d5 0417 Be2 Ba618 Be3 Bc519 Nb4 g6 20 
QC4 Kll8. The position both are 
playing for. White has obvious 
attacking chances and black has a 
positional bind on the side. In the 
next few moves it becomes 


apparent that black has assessed 
the position better. 

21 Bg5 fB 22 Bli 6 RgS! 23 Radi Bd 6 24 Ba4 
Nc5Bc6 Bb726 Qt3 Qe727Bzb7Nzb728 
QhS RcT! The moment of truth. 

After the exchange of bishops 
black can invade the queenside at 
will picking up material. However 
28-Bxa3? 29 Nxg6! would be a 
horrible way to lose. White s next 
is probably as good as anything. 

29 f4I? 0(4 30 05 Bx65 31 Bxf4 Qc5 32 Be3 
miO 33 Bd4 Bxd4! An alternative was 
33—Re7 hoping for 34 Bxe5 Rxe5 
35 Rxe5 36 Nxg6 Rxg6 37 Qc8 
Rg8 38 Qxb7 Qe2. 

34 Rxd4 Nc5 35 Rzc4 Qxd5 36 Rd4 IU7 37 
Nf3 Re7 38 Rfl qe 6 39 (Ui4 Rg 08 40 b3 Kg 8 
41 Ral 017 42 Rd Re4 43 QbB 44 Qcl 

Re2I This sort of heavy piece 
ending is notoriously difficult but 
black makes it look very easy. 

45 Rd 6 Ne4 46 Rd3 Nc5 47 Rll 6 Qe7 48 Odl 
Qe349Kb2af450KeiQg3 51 ad5Kb852 
Nd4 (See Diagram) Rxg2I This 
exposes the king totally besides 
winning more material 53 Qxg2 0zd6 
54 0(3 (5 55 Rdl 065 56 Nc 6 Qo3 57 Kg2 Qg5 
58K(lNe4 59 0d3 0f4(0— 1 ). BlaL:k wins 
the queen after 60 Kgl Cif2 61 
Khl Ng3 

me treDUng on uie e-fUe ana 
subsequent invasion was most 
impressive. 

Devangshu Dutta 



In a recent column 1 had made a 
passing reference to Geza Ottlik 
and his fascinating book, 
*Advonturesin Card Pl&y\ Well, as 
I was to learn thereafter, ‘the 
Hungarian poet of bridge’ as he 
was once described had passed 
away just a few weeks prior to the 
publication of that column. A pity 


for it would be not be easy to find 
another Ottlik, who was the 
ultimate authority on Hungarian 
prose and had won the highest 
literary award his country had to 
offer. His journalistic 
achievements overshadowed his 
playing ability but as today's hand 
shows, he was a player who could 
hold his own against the very 
best;- 

Osalef* M-S wui. 

IIORTH(dumifiy) 

♦ 0107 

C'K Q 9 5 

V AK 

♦ AK105 

WEST EAST 

♦ 84 ♦ KJ952 

4 J 107 43 " AB 

-.-9 753 V' 6 2 

♦J4 ♦OB72 

SOUTH 

♦ A63 
■^€2 

Q J 10 8 4 
4^963 

NORTH EAST SOUTH 

- Pass Pass 

D'ble 1 ♦ 1 NT 

3 NT All Pass 

Thanks to West’s desperate 
psyche, Ottlik, South played the 
no-trump game from the wrong 
siUe. west led the eignt of spades, 
covered by the ten and jack. 

Ottlik, realising that West had a 
worthless hand, let the jack hold. 
East. Raphael Cohen, Hungarian 
world champion of 1937, 
countered by continuing with the 
spade king to knex^k out south's 
entry to the diamonds. Ottlik won 
and tried to establish a new entry 
by leading a club to the ten. If East 
wins, South can reach his own 
hand later with the club nine, so 
East let the ten hold! Ottlik cashed 
the top clubs (West throwing a 
diamond) and diamonds in 
dummy and continued with the 
nine of hearts! This brilliant 
avoidance play prevented East 

from gaining the leari twiue to 

clear and enjoy his spades. West 
won and returned a heart, but, 
reading the hands perfectly. 

Ottlik duck to East’s now-bare ace. 
East was able to cash a club but 
dummy took the rest, making 
three clubs and two in every other 
suit. Would you have believed me 
if at the outset I had stated that 
the South hand took only one 
trick while dummy took eight! 
SantamiGhoM 


WEST 

1 

Pass 
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Interesting snippets from the world media that we don’t normally heai' about.... 



FAIR CHANCE 


/ 'NDIA stands a fairly 
f^cxxi chance of 
quaJjfyin^ for the 
h{X!kt\y competition of 
the Barnelona Olympic 
Games next year. 

The In tei’iiational 
Hockey Federation (FIH) 
has invited only two 
teams from Asia—India 
and Malaysia—to take 
part in the IS-nation 
pre-Olympic 
qualification 
tournament to be held at 
Auckland in October 
this year 

The first four teams in 
this tournament will 
qualify for the 
Olympics. 

This is the first time 
that the FIH has started 
this tournament to^ivo 
a chance to those 
countries who have not 
won their respective 
continental titles 
All the continental 
winners along' with the 
host, Olympic 
champions and World 
Cup winner get direct 
entry into the Olympics 
Accoixiing to the 
tentati ve schedule of the 
FIH recei ved here, 

India 's chances of 
making it to Barcelona 
seem bright. 

The countries which 
have alixiady qualified 
for Barcelona ai^e Secml 
Olympia gold 
medallists. Great 
Britain, world 
champions, Holland and 
Asian champions, 
Pakistan besides the 
hosts Spain. 

The winner of the 
European Cup to bo held 
in Paris in June will 
decide the fifth slot. 

Interestingly, the 
12-nation European Cup 
tournament already has 
three dit-ect Olympic 
entnea- Great Britain, 


SPORTING 



Spain and Holland. The 
wain fight for the top 
honours is expected to 
come from Germany and 
the USSR, who finished 
fourth and sixth 
respectively in the last 
Woi'ld Cup at Lahore. 
Germany is the Seoul 
Olympic silver 


medallist. 

According to the FIH 
directive, in case any of 
the three already 
qualified countries win 
the European Cup, then, 
automatically the next 
in order of standing, 
apart from these 
countries, would be the 


European entry for the 
Olympics. 

The European 
challenge has further 
intensified with the 
pai^ticipation of 
u p-and‘Coniing 
countries like hosts 
France, who finished 
seventh at the Lahore 
World Cup, Belgium, 
Ireland and Poland. 

In the pre-Olympic 
tournament there will be 
six European countries 
in the fray. 

The Asian challenge 
in the pre-Olympic 
tournamen t will be 
spearheaded by Beijing 
Asiad silver medallists, 
India and the bronze 
winner, Malaysia. 

In the AIL African 
games, scheduled to be 
held in Cairo later this 
year, the continental 

The Indian hockey team 
hopes to qualify for the 
Barcelona Olympics next 
year 











winner will be 
determined. The 
Egyptian Hockey 
Federation, which has 
recently installed an 
asttv turf pitch, is 
eagerly looking forward 
to winning the African 
title for the first time, 

Egypt nearly upset 

India JZi th^ 

Intor’ContinentaJ Cup at 
New Jersey in 1989, 
\here it played a 1-1 
iraw. The other 
?ou;3 tries in con ten tion 
rom this continent are 
irnva and Zimbabwe. 
"^nJy the runner-up in 
he African tournament 
t^;// be seen in action in , 
hepj'e-Olympic. 

The FIH has allowed 
mly two American 
ntries for the Auckland 
ournament. The winner 
f the Fan American 
rdnies at Havana (Cuba) 
^August this year will 
VI a airect entry to 
^drcelona. 

Hosts Cuba, third in 
he last Pan American 



Games has put up a new 
astro turf pitch for this 
tournament and is 
making strenuous 
efforts to be the 
con tin en tal wi nn er. 

coppwieoiiT 

P ANTHINAIKOS, the 
leadiner Greek football 
club, g*ave active help to 
the police in getting 
their Romanian 
international, Dantu 
Lupu, arrested on 
suspicion of being the 
leader of a gang of 
thieves. Lupu. four 
other Romanians and 
two Greeks were 
charged with breaking 
into homes and shops to 
steal clothing which 
they sold at a very low 
price. 


BOB TROUBLE! 


J ESUS GIL, the 
pi^esident of Atletico 
Madrid Football Club, 
has been singing, what 
he no doubt sincerely 
believes are, the praise 
of his manager, 

Tomislav Ivic. **Even 
when he is making 
love", Gil declared, "all I 
he is think ing of is 
Atletico Madrid." 

Gil, of course has been 
banned until 1994 by 
UEFA, after declaring 
that a referee who had 
incurred his wrath had 
been, "bribed with a 
blue-eyed Florentine 
boy. ” 


GRUTS1UFF 


HEARD of the full 
Umoon bringing out 
the best in lunatics? 
Well, there are others 
who freak out when they 
see snow. 

But one must 
congratulate lunatic. 
Bob Baker for winning 
the Iditasports Human 


Powered Ultramarathon 
held in Alaska. 

The idea was to 
complete a aOO mile 
course, and you could 
chose your own 
weapon^mountain bike, 
cross-country skis or 
snow shoes. Or you 
could use a combination 
of all three. 

Baker, the overall 
winner, chose skis and 
completed the course in 
28 hours 40 minutes. 
An4 guess what he got 
for his effort? Five 
ounces of gold, and we 
were calling him a 
lunatic! 


BIKE TO THE FUTURE 


riATIMA WHITBREAD 
M will be taking part, 
with other non-sporting 
celebrities, in an event 
called the Bike to the 
Future' in aid of Friends 
of tho 2J1 tho 

month of May It is a 
mass cycle ride from 
.London to HeverVastle 
in Kent covering 35 
miles. 


had not yet finally 
decided on this matter. 

While demonstrating 
his invention, Witzig 
said, **They didn’t want a 
yellow petrol flame 
because there was a war 
going on and Kuwait 
was burning. It had bad 
connotations.” • 



rilHE flaming torch that 
JL heralds the start of 
the Olympics could burn 
snowy white next year if 
the International 
Olympic Committee 
(IOC) endorses the 
proposal of a French 
amateur inventor. 

Patrick Witzig, the 
inventor, said that the 
IOC lias agreed tluti his 
white flame should open 
the Winter Olympics in 
Albertville and the 
Summer Olympics in 
Barcelona. 

But Games officials in 
the French and Spanish 
cities, hosts of the 1992 
games said that they 

Fatima Whitbread: 
cycling for a cause 











What Is Big Match 
Temperament? 



Stanley Matthews: displayed slowness 


BY BRIAN GLANVILLE 


A leading 
sports 
columnist 
commented 
that Matthews 
had ''|displayed 
the same faults 
of slowness 
and hesitation" 
os in previous 
representative 
games; 
'Terhaps he 
does not have 
the big match 
temperament." 


T he Big Match 
temperament. 
What IS it? How to 
define it? Can it 
ever be acquired? A 
player might take 
comfort from the 
experience of one of the 
greatest England 
players of all tlme» 
Stanley Matthews. 

Way back in 1934. he 
played his second game 
for England in the 
notorious Battle of 
Highbury, when the 
Italian team ran riot. 

Understandably, a 
player of the delicate 
skills of this greatest of 


outside-rights was 
hardly at home in such 
circumstances. 

A leading sports 
columnist commented 
that Matthews had 
“displayed the same 
faults of slowness and 
hesitation’* as in 
previous representative 
games: “Perhaps he does 
not have the big match 
temp)eranient. ” 

Well, Matthews went 
on playing for England 
for over 20 years, and as 
late as 1956 he was able 
to run one of the best left 
backs in the world. 
Nilton Santos of Brazil, 


ragged, at Wembley. So ‘ 

Wi iglit need nut 
despair. 

Turning the clock 
back again, a 
contemporary of 
Matthews, and another 
gifted outside right, was 
the Scotsman Gordon 
Smith, of Hibernian. 

In club matches, he 
looked marvellous, but 
during the last war, 
Scotland tried him time 
and again, giving him 
chance after chance, 
without success 
Something seemed to go 
wi'ong and he never 
quite clicked. 

More than a decade 
passed before Smith, a 
veteran by then, was 
recalled by Scotland, 
played for them in 
Budapest against a 
strong Hungarian team 
in 1955. and inspired 
the Scots to a 3-1 
victory. He had come 
good at last. 

Apart from the 
tensions of the occasion. 
International football, as 
has so often been said, ia 
a very different type of 
game from club soccer. 

Graham Taylor, the 
England team manager, 
was recently lamenting 
the three-month gap 
between international 
matches in a season, 
which causes his players 








Italian captain Bargomi 
made hic International 
debut in the 1982 
World Cup 

to lose their ed^ for the 
frames they have to play. 
Especially, it might be 
said, against the very 
different problems posed 

by forcig^n oppooition, 
with their more subtle 
and complex methods. 

Quite often, a player 
picked on his club form 
' may be obligfed to play a 
‘ different kind of jjame 
in an international 
match. Yet there are 
those who seem to adjust 
with supreme ease. 

One of these was the 
versatile Italian 
defender, Giuseppe 
Bergomi. He was only 
18 and had never played 

cir full g^a.me for Italy 

when suddenly, in 
j Baixjelona, in a vital 
World Cup game against 
Brazil, he was pitched 
into the fray. 

Dino Zolf, the veteran 
goalkeeper, gave him a 
few encouraging words, 
and Bergomi settled 
down instantly against a 
brilliant attacking team. 

Though what 
teenager has ever 
adjusted as fast as Pele, 
a Brazilian international 
at IG, scorer of two 
marvellous goals as a 
17-year-old in the World 
Cup Final of 1958 in 
Stockholm? 

Compared with Pele, 
most other 

achievements pale into 
insignificance—the Big 
Match Temperament 
incarnate. 










SlTTRlC^ Kk lE^j 


G reyhound 

BRAZIUAN 
QOZJDisaoanine 
who is special to a 
helluva lot of people. 
However, idx months 
ago he would have 
renuUued Just a 
memory and even 
meoaoHeci get dim. 

Six months ago. 
Braziliaa Qdid lay 
llfietess, after 8lim>ing 
on the first bend of e 
race at the stadium in 
Hove, Bast Sussex. 
The dog’s neck was 
broken and he had 
stopped breathing. 
But his trainer, 
Gordon Hobson 
wouldn’t give up on 
his dog. “Even 
though the dc^ 
wasn’t breathing. I 
was sure 1 saw a 
glimmer of hope in 


^^Pi^'jilwfsthihfTmi everything 


liner Gwdon Mshwn. 
(everything 


his eyes," he said. 

It was here that a 
doctor—^who prefers 
to remain 

snonymous—^took up 


the challenge to 
restore the dog to full 
health. In six months 
he was flying 
gloriously down the 


track and after a few 
initial defeats 
Brazilian Gold was 
back at the top. 


Tenaswirts 

eroundlnher 
ftasby Harvey 
Nteholls 
orsetlon 


sKi& 








A fter you’ve finished ogling at her, tcdce ‘ 
some time <dr and try and guees who she 
is. Rees? She’s Teeea Sanderson, the 
former world Javelin record holder and she’s 
looking mighty fine in those fancy clothes. 
Tessa’fdoing quite well fbr herself, thank you. 
Apart fbom throwing the Javelin, she is 
currently aTV producer on Sky News and has 
starred od]^ recently in a. pantomime. 

life in the global athletic circuit can be 
pretty gruelling. whi<m is why Idias 
SaadeiiBon prefers to stay as dose to her roots ■ 
as pcMMttds. She has other passions, dxesahig ,. 
up real fknc^ being high on the list. The 
iiMiee>up has to be Just right and ditto wlwn it 
oomee to matddng dwes and dresses. £fee’e 
qiiits hung up on Giorgio Armani and bis nude' 
fetiiione, l^ueen tiiat aooentuatethe bothim 
is Just her beg. Tm a bottom freak ae far as 
men areocmoerned.’V 
FeisanaBy itifeftsieka out on Harvey 
NiohctDa and diows off a cute nwnb«r designed; 
by hhn. ShefeocUeoted aro^^ 40 pairs of.. 
ahaMaad wbifUi be more tiu^wdffij]^ to give 
half of tttodmriiy:. And tbapKOod forone ' 
thiitg. bhe’B proud tp be a wohiah: ^aieis#at4hb 

Idofci ■ ;. " .'-V V 












E JDDIE JORDAN designs oars, It'a easy to 
tellooe’ths g^uy talks so much yoa think 
ke'sgot an engine running in his mouth. 
“They tell me I talk slot. Tm Irish,” he aays. As 
thouj^ we need an explanation. 

Neverthetoss, Jordan has a visian. He is 
leading a teand new team into the gaudy 
money-oovmnd world of Oraiul Pxix racing. 
Soon he ebould be aUe to see the 7'Up'Jordan 

team li nin g up alo o g aid e the MeLau'eua ami 

theHondas. 

Cars can be seen undressed, designed and 
engineered in Jordan’s garage. And as one 
metOi buzzes away at the internals of a Jordan 
special he is heard muttering something like a 
“mean, green Eddie Jordan racing team.” 
Jordan calls himself an entrepreneur, at least 
he was one. Ife always wanted to have his own 
garage which he eventually did. At least 20 
drivers including Ayrton %nna. Jean Alesi 
and Ivan Capelli all drove for him. Jordan 
believes that with a little bit of Iwdc. his green 
and blue cars could be among the points in the 
FI circuit. Some people call it a lot of bull. We 
call it bravery. 


Grog Lf^MorvJ , caich him 
nelmct thi^. 
yerir He ri rattier lose 
7 oer cit; F: arice 








V^tOFESSICn^AL cyidists all over Europe 
B^^ve decided to revolt. Ihsir main 
A contention is that they rafUae to wear 
helmets on the race courses. Shades of 
Calcutta. They are backed by a lot of 
piofeesionals including one Mr. OregLdiCcnid- 
LeMond has protested against cycling’s 
controversial rule insisting CD the wearing of 
hard shell helmete. by declaring he will defy it 
during races held in.the mountains. LeMond 
protested, ”I am sure we will all do that in the 
Tour de Franoe. 1 definiMy won’t put them on 

for the mountaiii etagee and la Uw lOO degM* 
fkrhwnhett French heat.” l^Moiid helievee that . 
pro cyciists should have the right to Choose 
whether to wear a hrimat or not. Or. if tibe rule 
sxistB, it should be waived specially during tibe 
Tour de l^anoe. He (daima that it is diffloutt for 
theqwotatoKeaswellaatbamedliato identify 
theriders. ’‘SsfB^is important and it abould 
be reoogniaed. Biitoyclhig tradition has been 
made on teoognlsing riders. And paopto oome 
out to aee eventsUlm the'Dwr da nranoe cmd 
tlmlr ftamurttsrldsra.” 
in(yingtotoUMSDinMt3iiiii|;.<kc^^. 
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INSIDETRACK 



po^ipieter^' 

9aur «ttd)fiaa‘4blkak« 
iwtnrthofaqti^p^ •. 
aaadhjta^i^tt^lfagrit 
w^a^wlfiModjOioii. 
doQardiirtiditi^. taoA- 


iMk INjiac.-'Wltb 
\^-tiO:>irtKihtTWB niMarfng 
IktbttitiftotinggrkliiDr 
. 9CM9oo<hvid«]mk, tl)e 
FJU'llnaiiy OMiglit 6si to 


' .^Uitt S^90ai»^ia9» 

•ftonUlde, liefioe more 
pitlfltiWo Wlfwi-into the 
lirmil^ motorajfcllng 
xttpes: That would awell 
the atimben, FIMeeid. 
But it wcmld also oauee 
lethal odnfiasion <m the 



allow to ataod In the sun 
with ^ moro millions 
baing ladhtd bn tolesiv 
the whming flavour. 
Yamaha Bweaf Iv ^t> So 
doSimdti. And Brands. 
_SncM0i,a]iiy€ia9Mjit? 

, CKhers'itlwi'hde^^ 

; ItdMhatiimfilB'.'.’; 
hiotocsblistofFlM). / 
nipremebodyaf 
ihohoecyoiiiv evmitB, 
tpi!Qluded~4Mig todilte 
ll».flwentoee af mflUoiMt 
Akfitthg ttie oompetittve 
-JBvtioufthoy aay: 'While 
'■l|Swi|j|ln^ ftunld and'i.' 

thmed^^^fngjr'. -" 


Wbrtd 


Wayne 


IMnw and Me YaaiWMi 
era aHnoat unhealable 

. devils of exoeeaes. 
.Sate, the hotalmts were 
; going a^ faster. But 
Siereitof the flShl was 
geltl^i^ao liar tNdtlnd 
^ .thattf^Waie’lboing 

waaaimpli.NO 

pii M ifMItT W ttiiiTn Trr 

privaleM’.no' 
aoiiipetltiai&. Wo 
oompeUttbq, he crowds. 
WO canMedai.a6 Gxaa^ 

r"/ YliaMpawSgioa^.. 


trade. The 750s, being 
mndi heavier tiian their 
BiorCAitl^dned 
opuntfQ^parth,. would 
fhssafi^he dower. And 
odsddleedto 
mia)udgeBiisaifeB.hytitm . 
ildeit.'Aliasodi;l^;,''.' 

" a^OlW'sgpaihtpi^^ 
liksB of CarlLirariefBeh 
JohnsonaaedOA 
fas tr^fdngeaoh'OB^ 

in their haaia^BI^; 

past himf 

foituhaii^hmidr ’ 

egaaggg^jgm;' ' 


AangQr^igiyeiitthb'-'.r/H,. . 
di fliW hai aaiflh 
pertonaafMaMOfwi^^ 
oategoxg*’, Adc^td^^lMd 
waalhsllBVlhatlhs 
75000 Supethihae 
diampionshyt-HanipfeBr 
monaysidnner for Ihe I 


^;.‘v''''^ 

■ ••. . .•■ • ■,.. ■■■' .;■• vV .. •;. ■> 













wmwihtQ 


jmlni^ttttiS^lsMk to' 
^tn4i^iMi|iro6lem. 
Tbi^qCth^^^iortigottiQg 
puiiiwdputof l » >b oo )i taya 
f^jQptapanies. iAadthe 
mgfipaiifiottlathattfaie 
YailwNb*, SnaiuM and 
Hoaoa workshcaaiQs 
provide Oogi^fbr . 
talented laivateeAB. 
Cagiva. tlieltallaa race, 
team, l^tMaModed. 


emiaa nweeibr tw- 
IMl ieitsiin. And them 
toiedk fiiat jfitunner 
oUeippkeiKentfy. 
Sotiiuie mlgbt run a 
aeoood strldg Maribqro 
Yamalttitaam- 
However, it isn’t in tbe 
lack of nMahmew thait 
tbe real problem liea. It 
la in ttwprivatMr riders, 
ftst&er, ttwiadt ortnem. 
With works ridme Hke 
Waijroe Rainey 
^aasaha), Kevin 
^hwantz (Suzuki) and 








\3s—-- 
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•T£05X, 
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.SUXO!^^ 


ry 




I 


WwMr 


.thsSu iuM p o we r to nm 

limit , \ 

Wayne Qardner (Honda) 
eprayinpfaRtbe 
hhampaKne, the 
inivateer is sdovrly bht ^ 
surely headed the way of 
the dodo. 

And with ilwm,:ttie ‘ 
production line cdFanen 
like Rainey, soii#d3iiter:; 
and Gardner. Men ekltm^ 
enough to.ride thdae.':'. 
36(ncmph(800n]|<^: 7 
miBBllea. 7^',' 

What Yamaha. Suzuki 
and Honda would do 
w^ toTeahaeidtiiait; : 


thecompetttkin away. - 
They've virtually cut off 
the lifeline of SOOce 
Grand Prizraoiiii'. If 
tatontedand 
enthuaiMtid 
cannot'alibroA.' 
esoo.opO'i^^thai’f A:; 
00(4 ndHim in 




stopli^tti^'And-ifiiieyv:' 
do, 

over ftodii Rainey wiid ' ■■ 
Co. once fhey’repast it? 

theyplanon 
luniwf'mmiBrgreBta 
like Kenny Roberta and 
Barry Shnme out of 
xetlxmnent 
Hey, Kenny. 

Bttty.. .helloes.. .where 
aveyoiiguys? 















DADDY’S 
I HOME 




' ^lpli|li#li^||^^ 

;;^(|iS^^I^,iN(S|ill'' 

^Py^lTf^Win'; .'* 
'^It^wme^nliid. '/-' 

;^Hjjifiln.a^ A iaBUrt m - ■ 

. OQt 

' '^^elittyet''«idteB« 

. jMtticlOiiivUy that 
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y 
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ffahwfrMi te 


i# 



' 4i^ijnMii**aM> Tltmr -. 
M^tmildinthivit'' - 

MatosiWT*adMI4> 
Meissaer^ 23 9t4.^ 
«k model diiteiatfijM 

flfherltt^ii^liiTbe . 


l^liice.ldel»mBr 

loqnerbomeiB' 
.manaiperiiowfeoe 
ooniiter<dMurgea4ir' 
hiwlrmifli'ltur— 
lilksttAl^lik^taA 


•toreed to pact' 
wilbSOQiOOO 
Cleutienaotfcsiii 
a«iertobotythe 
a^Qleiimie- 
WdltOBlheysay, 
Ther^9««noker ' 

horaeweryiiyauter ■ 


SHIFTING 
PRIORITIES! 


tarmis Ol'Koren 




MdtMr9^ 
MeciterhrmmeOme. 
imm.T§htkdr,lu^ 
hoif Mi (if Mim Ac 
OpvoOOwr aeiMia. Bur. 


Becker with Koran 
Schultz; Meurltlua 
eeenwtobee 
welcome break 
after the after the 
ongolfig No. 1 
battlee 


? 



JdL: 



hyyy : ... 
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Nonita Lai with her 
betrothed Faizal. 
Love goes acrose 
the countries 
barriers 















Wlien Oscar Wilde was 
hauled up by some cus¬ 
toms officials and asked 
to declare the goods he 
was carrying, he said, *1 
have nothing to declare 
but my genius.” 

But genius according 
to Thomas Edison is ”90 
per cent inspiration and 
ten per cent perspira¬ 
tion. 

Influeziood. by Wilde'o 

confidence .and Edison’s 
advice,the Sportsworld 
gang decided to try our 
luck and lisk our repu¬ 
tation at Calcutta’s latest 
invention: The Mer¬ 
chants Cup inter-oftice 
quiz. 

When it comes to Mer- 
chants Cup competi¬ 
tions, Calcutta has the 
works, from cycle polo 
to rowing and lawn 
bowling to swimming. 
You name it, they have 
it. 

Having gone on re¬ 
cord claiming that we 
don’t only writ© about 
sport but actually play 
it, we do try our luck 
from football field to 
swimming pool. 

But quiz, now that’s 
something else. 
Granted, we ought to 
know more than the 
average peTBon does ab¬ 
out sport, but what ab¬ 
out' films, entertain¬ 
ment, food and drink, 
general knowledge etc? 
Yes, we had to improve 
that facet of our know¬ 
ledge. 

Taking ic for granted 
that our knowledge of 

aport waa superior to 

anyone else ‘the 

quiz gang’ begran 
brushing up on their 
G.K. 

We even unearthed the 
origin of the word quiz. 

The story goes like 
this; A manager of a 
Dublin theater laid a wa¬ 
ger that he would intro¬ 
duce into the English 
language, within 24 





hours, a new word of no 
meaning. Accordingly, 

on every wail and a.11 ai^. 
cessible places were 
chalked up the four 
mystic letters QUIZ. All 
of Dublin waa inquiring 
what they meant. The 
bet was won and the 
word remains current in 
the English language. 

That’s the answer 
we had ready if the ques¬ 
tion did crop up in the 
Merchants Cup competi¬ 
tion. 

It didn't. But we did 
get to know that the 
word saucer originated 


from the sauce it held 
and that an *Off-white’ 

wadding is one wHen the 

bride is pregnant and 
therefore cannot wear 
the traditional virgin 
white gown. 

And if we did surprise 
a few people with our 
general knowledge ,our 
knowledge of sport was 
exposed quite often. We 
were shocked to learn 
that basketball jersies 
were numbered from 4- 
15 only. That the British 
secret service MI5 comes 
to a standstill once every 
year when England 


The man who foxed us: Pakistani wicketkeeper 
Saleem Yousuf 





plays a Test match at 
Lord’s. And that the. 
KGB sponsors the Mos¬ 
cow Dynamo football 
team. 

But in case you are 
sniggering at our lack 
of sports knowledge 
let’s set the record 
straight. Did you know 
that Abbas Ali Baig and 
Brijesh Patel were the 

firot two Indian criclco- 

ters to be kissed oh a 
cricket field? Or that the 
official drink at Wimble¬ 
don is Robinson’s Barley 
waterP Or that Victor 
Korchnoi’s seconds used 
different colours of 
yoghurt to send coded 
messages to him when 
he played Ksu^v? That 
Edberg, Pat Cash and 
Borg are the only three 
players to win both 
junior and senior Wimb¬ 
ledon titles? 

Oh yes, we scored on 
all of those questions. 
And many more. But 

there wore two blunders 

we will never live down. 
The first was not being 
able to identity the face 
of Devon Malcolm, the 
English fast bowler. But 
by far the worst bloomer 
was not recognising 
Saleem Yousuf. The 
slide on the screen 
showed the Pakistani 
wicketkeeper playing 
snooker. The picture 
had appeared in Sport- 
aworld and Mudar 
Patherya was the photo¬ 
grapher. Yet when it 
was shown on the screen 
we were foxed. The quiz 
master rubbed salt into 
our wounded egos pub¬ 
licly announcing that 
he had copied the photo¬ 
graph from our maga-- 
zine. 

What no one knew, 
was that it was yours 
truly who was playing 
against Yousuf when 
Patherya had clicked 
that particular shot. 
Andy OVi Ism 
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All radiats ar« not 
sam«. 

Wtwn you wont tho 
best rodlol tyre for your 
cor, find out what's under 

the tread. Steel. Or 

ordinary textile fobdc. 

Or fibreglass. 

fbbric or fibreglass 
can never match the 
efficacy of steel. 
Only steel belted 
rodials 


enhance the perfonhonce 
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increosed fuel efficiency, 
more mileo^ond better 
road grip on any and 
MMry Itind of rood. 

IRiot's why 97% of the 
world rides on steel 
belted rodials. 

So give your cor the 
advantage of steel. Feel 
the unmatched power 
and sofety of steel rodials 


while braking, 
cornering and driving, 
even on wet roods. 
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VOICES 


*Nt’s not politleal. It's tho ‘In’ 
thing. I want paaoa...lt*s 0001.” 
JENNIFER CAPRIATI, on the 
earring with the peace sign, that 
dangles from her left earlobe. 


%tihw eighth erdntfar of the track 
as^ Held, not a faMHeMad eatf, 
tiotaleiHMaweiiiaii, buta 
eprtnisr withoiit sleroMa.” 
MICHEAL MAURER, (wfriterforthe 
German newspaper, Struttgarter 
Ze^ungl), heralding Ben Johnaon's 
arrival in Sindelfingen, where he 
was to run a race. 

“The main reason for my 
comeback Is to get back what I 
loat Money la not the reason.” 

LARRY'HOLMES, (41) on his 
comeback plans. Shades of a 
certain,George Foreman. 





“If South Africa la reedmltlod to 
international athlettea then I 
would Ilka to compala abroad, 
but I'm not doing anything to get 
into the world competition 
before that.” 

ZOLA PIETERSE, nee Budd, 
seems in no particulcH’ hurry to 
return to the world arena. 




“I know I'll got my fair share of 
bouncers. If you bat higher up, 
you’re going to cop it I’ll Just ^ 
to stick it out and see what 
happens, it will be Hke starting 
all over again for me. Everything 
I’ve done before will moan 
nothing.” 

Batting prodjgy, 6REAME HICK, 
who’s confident of making Ms Test 
debut for England, against the 
West indies. 

“I’m bred of travelling to all 
these citlaa. rm Juet doing too 
much of PR ri|dd now. AM my 
races are Just for trainkig for the 
outdoor e ee e o n .lt’e a matter of 
getting my Co nf ldew c e back." 
BEN JOHNSON, on his fiveOty, 
three week European tour, dut^ 
which Iwhad to dbirwiurneraMe . 
TV aii^marimces nki inforviews. 
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Eig-ht Indian summers ago, a 24-year-old 
young man stood on the balcony of 
Lord’s cricket ground in England. He 
held in his hands the Prudential Cup. His 
smile was one of unbridled joy, as he 
reverentially preferred the cup out to the 
world, so that all could see.. .and believe. 

The vast crowd standing below the 
balcony at Lord’s- -and those countless 
Indians who had till then sat nervously 
before their television sets back 
home—saw.. .and acknowledged, this 
simple yet meaningful gesture. 

Then champagne bottles were 
uncorked and as the spray flew out and 
kissed the faces of those who had 
gathered to cheer, one felt 
unquestionably proud to be an Indian. 

For Kapil Dev Nikhanj, the Indian 
captain who had hc^ld that trophy, the 
saga had already begun. 


M edia created celebrities 
in New Delhi are passe. 
Obviously it’s a different 
story in the other cities 
altogether But in Delhi? 
There are too many of 
them around— read: mainly 
politicians - for you to take seriously. 
Almost any road, at any time of day could 
be blocked because there’s a VVIP about 
to pass through. The strict security 
arrangements in the capital reinforce 
the belief that this is where the action is. 
Okay, so we're talking politicians and 


Cricketer. Businessman. Cult figure. Human 
being. Kapil Dev is a winner all 
the way. Robin Cbatterjee spent a day with 
the legend to see how he 
lives his life off the cricket field 


Mr. and Mrs. Kapil Dev at home. 

A photograph of this nature is rare. For 
them .even time has a price tag 











RAJESH KUMAR 


The things money can buy. Like a 
swank Mercedes and some jazzy suits. 

And it suits him to the T 

the odd showbiz bigwig. But how do 
Delhiites react to a guy like Kapil Dev? 

If you *re zippings down Lodhi Gardens 
in the morning, it's impossible to miss or 
ignore the Pepsi Cola banners strung 
across the road: ‘Kapil is coming, Kapil is 
coming!' they gasp. Just in case you 're 
really wondering what the message is all 
about, look a little closer and you 11 find 
the words ‘Toyour home', also inscribed. 
To a smai't Delhiite it would read: Kapil 
is coming! To your home .' 

I F you*re 32-years-young. a good 
cricketer with a lot of fight left in 
you and an equally good 
entrepreneur to boot, then Delhi would 
probably react to you. 

It’s also appropriate that Kapil should 

Kapil with his prized momentoes. The 
bat h« l« caressing Is the one wltti which he 
Masted Zlmbsbws out of the World 
Cuin 175 not out A «vorld record 
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stay in a place called Sundernagar, It all 
fits and appears as if previously 
ordained. Where else could he stay, in a 
place called South Extension? No, he 
could probably name his TV company 
after that place. 

An impeccable bungalow houses the 
Dev's amidst all the lawyer and doctor 
neighbours. But don’t even pause to 
think that he’s just a guy with a lot of 
money and little else. In fact, when he 
comes out onto his balcony on mornings 
in his dressing gown with his cuppa, he’s 
probably looking right across the clear 
Delhi skyline, way beyond the MP’s 
quarters and probably even Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, his head swimming with ideas. 
No longer does Kapil Dev only think 
inswingers; now it is concepts, deals and 
tie-ups, in short: heavy duty business. 
Just because he can bat and bowl a bit 
(sorry Kaps!) doesn't mean he hasn’t got 
ambition. He has, and tons of it. There’s 
one thing he doesn’t have though; his 
personal business card. But then he 
doesn't need it. His face itself opens all 
corporate doors. 

But why is Kapil going to people's 
homes? He's not Just going to pay 

Kapil and Romi at their bar. Together 


At the bar with hie new 
friend De Niro. The pup 
has become a regular 
at the Dev household 




courtesy calls to the Delhi Janta, or is he? 

“Actually, we're doing a tie-up deal 
with Lehar Pepsi, It 's a campaign for two 
products: Pepsi and Sports Channel ” 
Kapil says. “It's a way of getting to know 
where the product stands (specially 
Sports Channel). An advertisement 
inviting Kapil to your home was to be 
filled out by the applicants. In return for 
Kapil's visit, the lucky winners would 
have to offer him a sip of Pepsi. Kapil in 
turn would give them a certificate and a 
six month free subscription of his sports 
cassette. So how's that for business? 

“Basically 1 feel it is the promotion of 
the game, “Kapil analyses. “Yes, it is the 
promotion of products,but I also think 
that meeting people is important. “His 
eyes appeared forthright and honest 
after the statement, so no argument. 
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Kapil and Romi at thair bar. Togathar 
tbay’ia tha toast of tha town! 














T he fast bowler’s pride in him may* 
have quietly acqiiiesced to a 
shortened run-up and his 
.deliveries may have lost their sting:, but 
Kapil Dev’s perception of business is 
^tting sharper by the day, if the growth 
of Dev Features, the media and 
syndication agency which he started in 
1987 is any indication. Could he be 
India’s most prosperous sportsman? 

You don’t ask silly questions. You talk 
stats. His eight crore company—which 
started with the meagre investment of Rs 
10 lakhs—seems to have relegated Sunil 
Gavaskar's Professional Management 
Group (which has a turnover of three 
crore) lower down the order. "We’re 
aiming for 22 crore next year,” says Dilip 
Rangnekar, the cool and efficient 
General Manager, Marketing for Dev 



Kapil In hla study. It is Features. No argrument here, either. 

priorities now include 

Unlaaa ha’e doina syndicating columns Ax)m the top 


UnlsM he’s doing 
It on the field 


writers in the country,managing sports 







Kapil actually took his stance 
in the world of business in 
1983. His family opened hotel 
Kapil in Chandigarh. Simple, 
with no frills, the 13-room 
hotel houses a bar called 
Sixer, a restaurant known as 
the Oval, and a banquet hall, 
Pavilion. The annual 
turnover? A cool Rs. 45 lakhs. 
The hotel was opened just for 
kicks 


tournaments (the fact that he’s on the 
Board of Directors for Escorts acts as a | 
bonus),doing TV programmes and also 
bringing out a video sports magazine 
every month: Sports Channel. No wonder 
he doesn't have the time which is why he 
is delegated most of his immediate family 
and employees to run the day to day 
business. The money seems easier to 
come by and why not? If you sit on top of 
a gushing oil well you can only go up. 

Kapil actually took his stance in the 
world of business in 1983. The World 
Cup euphoria was still in the air and his 
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For Kapil, a deal is a deal. 

And he tries his best to live 
up to his end of it. It’s no 
secret that companies are 
quite happy paying him a 
high price. If you look at the 
phenomenal sales of 
Palmolive shav ing cream and 
Boost, the health drink, you’ll 
know why. Kapil Dev delivers 
the goods 




THE PASSION 
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*'Hi! ’* he yells. The face at the window j 
appears frozen in shock. The kid can *t 
believe it! 

"Van I come up?" asks Kapil. 

The face disappears as if in the 
affirmative. By the time we get upstairs. \ 
we can hear the distinct hustle and bustle 
of rooms being crammed up. After the 
formal intros are made. Kapil asks for 
the kid. The little specimen walks 
gingerly into the I'oom. The boy's father 
saves the situation by shouting out 
towards the kitchen. "Ha bhai, bottle 
kholo aur lao (C'mon open the bottle and 
bring it)! 

Kapil: "No formalities please" 

Dad: "We all have to go through this." 

Kapil. "Mat kholo, bacche ko do (Give it 
to the kid )." 

He then bends down to talk to the boy. 
"You 're the lucky one. You know that?" 

Kid A liKik which says:" I g'uess so if 
you 're here." 

Kapil. "Doyou know what Vm going to 
give you?" 

Kid ■ Lcxjking down to see if the floor 
still exists. 

Kapil "You re going to get a certificate 
like this (hands him one) and a cassette 
like this for the next six months. But tell 
me. did you fill up the form or did your 
father do it for you? 

The little mite looks at his father for 
permission but the dad takes off on a 
tangent, "Allow me to introduce myself... 
in fact my company is one of the 
sponsorel of your cassette.. .1 work for 
Indian Shipping Products.. .you met my 
counterpart in marketing a few days 
ago.* The kid looks at his dad in disgust 
and Kapil gets ready to leave. This is not 
the time for corporate talk. As the car 
moves off slowly, Kapil looks back and 
waves goodbye to the kid. The kid waves 
back and sighs... 

As the con voy makes its way to the 
next house Kapil takes over. 'The best 


part of this campaign is the people you 
meet. There was one house I walked into 
whei'e the couple were deaf and dumb. 
They were so thrilled at seeing me. They 
were surrounded by a host of relatives 
who did all the talking for them. 
Afterwards, the husband made me sign 
every poster that he had collected of 
me. "Later, at another home, a young boy 
with gi'eat love and care drew pictuj'es of 
his hero. He also put up massages of 
childjsh affection all over his house. lie 
wanted a picture with Kapil, who 
obviously obliged. 



W HICH njakes us once again 
study the depth of KapiFs 
business acumen. 

Considering the large number of 
endorsements and promotions that he*s 
ah'eady got under his belt, would he 
possibly be doing this Pepsi campaign for 
free*^ After all, he's also promoting his 
own product as well. 

“Huhhe shakes his head in disbelief. 
The query is repeated. 

“Who would do it for free, tell me that." 
Well, you could. 

“C’mon let’s not kid around!" he states 
fiercely. ‘‘Do it for free, basically it’s been 
done for people who don’t have access to 


Kapil’s 

public relations 
acumen is 
unmatched 
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me. And I'm on a contract.” 

A pause, and then he mutters 
disbelieving’ly. nobody does it for free. I 
won't do it for free. Why should 
Because there are kids involved 
"Then I would do a coacdiing* camp or 
somethinf^. I've done thing's like that 
t)t?fore " A little snooping* revtmled that 
the money involved in this campaig-n was 
not so astT'oiiomical. Some people could 
put this down to poor business strategy, 
but when you realise that he’s marketed 
his own product in the bargain almost 
fi-ee of cost you conclude that he's not in 
it for kicks. 

In other- words, there is little or almost 
no compromise. A deal is a deal. And he 


,'S 


Just because he 
can bat and bowl 
a bit doesn’t 
mean he hasn’t 
got brains 


tries his best to live up to his end of it. It’s 
no secret that companies are quite happy 
paying him a high price. If you look at 
the phenomenal sales of Palmolive * 
shaving cream and Boost, the health 
drink, you’ll know why. Kapil Dev 
delivers the goods. In addition to all this 
when you make something around Rs. 
eight crore from your own business, 
when Kapil must be surprised how it all 
adds up. The money from endorsements 
and campaigns seems.. small. 

People know his achievements as a 
cricketer well enough. A hard core Kapil 
Dev fan could rattle off his statistics 
before you could say Dev Features, but do 
they know that the company is planning 
to diversify into four different fields from 
next year? The fields specifically could 
not be divulged for purely competitive 
reasons. Or the fact that maybe Kapil 
hasn't finished with Pepsi, w'hen he says, 
“Actually it's a good thing that Pepsi’s 
around They're interested in sponsoring 
spoi'ting events. If more money comes 
into sports it’s good for the sportsmen.” 
Then ho announces a sudden brainwave, 
“Maybe we'll have a team for kids 
sponsored by Pepsi. We can call it the 
Pepsi XI ” And then with a pause... 
“Actually 1 don't know how you look at 
it." One thing's for sure, he’s not 
'confused. 

He's human too In the sense that not 
everything Kapil Dev does has a price 
attached to it. He can be largely 
generous. The Escorts cricket team can 
testify to this. He has moulded a group of 
n talented individuals 


“Tbep^ple in Calcutta are 
so different/’ he remarks. 

“They are a hit more personal 
than the othei^. And they 
address you in so many 
different ways,” he added 
like an excited child. “Dada, 
gurii,” he cro«.<ned. “Arre 
yaar, you can’t even get out 
of your hotel. They dive 
Straight for your legs. 
Koopilda, they s;n...” 


into a team without 
taking any adequate 
mileage out of it. ‘Tf 
we win a tourna 
meiit, 1 don’t 
take the prize money. 
I give it to the 
youngsters of the 
club." he disclosed. 




There have also been instances when 
he has helped junior players in the 
Indian Test teams. Like when a junior 
cricketer came up to him and asked him 
for money in order to build a house. “No 
names please," he interrupted. “Yaar, if I 
have the money to give someone and if a 
cricketer want(s) to build a house, 1 
would love to help him. I feel that a 
c;ricketer must have his sec urity. 

The player now has a house 

The Pepsi brig'ade now moves in to 
another colony, The place is deserted 
except for a few kids who are playing'in 
the hot afternoon sun. The hot Delhi 
breeze makes the dust go swirling high 
into the air. The kids pay no notice to the 
fleet of cars till Kapil comes out of it. You 
can Y. mistake that face. 

The kids' face strain for some kind of 
recognition. Then realisation dawns and 
they shout out to each other, "Kapil Dev, 
jaldi aa.. Aarcjaldi aana, Kapil aaya hai. " 
Kapil hearing their e^xcited cries turns 
around and waves out to them. Their 
manner suddenly changes, they don't 
know how U > react They stare 
dumbfounded as the car moves off. Kapil 
then slaps me on my thigh and asks 
excitedly, "What will happen if h r do this 
campaign in Calcutta?'' 

His marketing manager speaks up, 
"They'll go btfrserk, Kapil. They'll just go 
bersei'k " 


"Kyon, election mein khara ho jaye," A \ 

twitter follows inside the car. "It *8 like 
going for an election campaign, "he 
concludes. 

"You might just win Kapil, "interjects 
a lady reporter. 

"Arre baba mete ko nahi khara hona 
election mein, "It s time to meet the lucky 
winner. 

We soon leave the colony after Kapil 
completes his formalities. Back in the cai' 
he remarks. "They are a bit more 
jiersonal in Calcutta .And they 
address you in so many different ways," 
he added like an excited child. "Dada, 
guru," he ctxKtned. "Arreyaar, you can Y 
even get out of your hotel. They di ve 
straight for you legs. Koopilda, they say. 

It s never Sunil, butShoonil Not Ravi, 
but Robi. "And then he mimics, "Soochin 
aagaya, Soochin. ” 

"May-be he 'll be a hit/' someone spoke 
aloud. Kapil retorted, trying to sound 
comically blase," In Calcutta, anybody 
can be a hit. " 

W HILE on the subject of money, 
there are two questions that 
automatically suggest 
themselves. One, does money really play 
such an important role in the man’s life? 
Two, does his easy-going character 
reflect in his business dealings? 

His answers are surprisingly precise 
and measured. “1 personally feel that you 
should have money. A good limit. I mean 
what I’m living on today shouldn’t 
decrease. Why do sportsmen struggle?*’ 


Kapil nods in acknowledgement, "Yah, 
I thought so myself. 

Another colony. The people have 
obviously been wait 
ing for Kapil for a 
very long time. A few 
middleaged ladies 
are holding garlands. 

Kapil squirms in 
his seat in obvious 
discomfiture. Then 
seeing some humour 
in it he wisecracks, 



“Life should be 
straight..,siiiooth. And if you 
hayo a smooth life, you can 
do better things. Just look at 
a crlcke^r from the ’70s. 
Some of them have w orked 
harder then J have. But when 
I go and meet tiiem, I feci 
sorry. Sorry because they 
can’t even offer you a glass of 
beer or a <up of tea. It 
Shouldn’t b'" (hat wav ” 


he asks with 
vehemence. “Once 
they stop playing, 
they fall on hard 
times. So you 
should use the 
contacts you make 
in your playing 
days. ” He pauses... 



Kapil 

is the epitome of 
fitness 


There's always 
time for a little 
stretching in the 
midst of 
everything. 







“Life should be straight... smooth. And 
if you have a smooth life, you can do 
better things. Just look at a cricketer 
from the ‘70s. Some of them have 
worked harder then I have. But when I 
go and meet them, I feel sorry. Sorry 
because they can’t even offer you a glass 
of beer or a cup of tea. It shouldn’t be that 
way.” His words rest in the 
air-conditioned air. 

And his character?” I’m very cool,” he 
states with a finality. “The kind of 
4 impression people have of me on the 
ground is different from what I am off it. - 
On the ground people think I’m 
aggressive... and I am! But off it I’m 
totally opposite. I don’t get annoyed. 

Even dunng my business dealings.” 

“You can prove a point by saying 
something. But you cannot get angry 
and get a result.” Just then the car turns 
into the gates of Lady Shri I^m College. 
“Kapil," Dilip warns. A group of girls are 
standing in front of the college gate 
preparing to form a human chain.... 

F'ifteen min utes had pasi,ed since Kapil 
got off at the gates ofLSH College—he 
was forced to walk from the main gate by 
the girls-- and entered the main hall. The 
scieams, sighs and shouts never seem to 
dissipate. In fact, they are getting more 
strident and more boi8teix)us by the 
minute. Kapil till now hadn *t managed to 
say a word. How could he?- as he begins 
to speak, the, girls start screaming. 

'Kapil touch me, look at me Kapil. ” 
Finally it is time to interrupt the 
hysteria: 

Kapil. '*Nowcan I talk. ” 

**Yeeeaaah, ” they scream. 

Kapil: ”/presume the hostess in the 
mess must be looking after you well. ” 

Screams again. 

Kapil: ”/ believe you have 300 girls 
here” 

More screams! 

Kapil: "So I have asked them togive 
you 300 ixittles of Pepsi. ” 


^1 




"Freer* 

"Free?" he shouted back. 

The girls now take up a chant of Yeah, 
yeah \ A iiother group takes up another 
chant. "We want a T-shirt, we want a 
T-shirt. ” 

"Okay I'll send those too, "Kapil 
promises 

"Extra large please," someone yelled 
"Shoo, "corrected another. 

Meeting over, everybody scrambled 
back to their cars. Kapil looked at Dilip 
triumphantly and asked, "So you wanted 
to see girls, ” he shouted above the din. 
"Pun college dikha di maine. " 

I S this guy human oi' what? How 
calculating is he? Sure he sports a 
naked ambition. He admires success 
and the frills that come with it. If today 
Kapil Dev Nikhanj is a business force it 
isn’t entirely because of the people who 
work foi’ him or with ^im. He has ideas of 
his own and they come very fast. Talk to 
him in business parlance and his eyes 
shine like crisp 100 rupee notes. He ha.s 
tremendous resei'ves of confidence in his 
own abilities but he also has the humility 
to be selfless Unfortunately it is this 
quality that lands him in a mess. 

“It hurts when people you try to help, 
turn against you,” he explains. “They do 
so many irrational things.” 

F’or example ? 

“For example, something that took 


The Dev family 
indulging one 
another at home. 





Kapil at the NIS 
grounds after the 
days campaign 
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Loke$h Sharma 
doing some 
quality control. 
Dev Features and 
Sports Channel 
are raking in big 
money 


At the home of 
one of his lucky 
fans. Girls relate 
to him better 
though 



place in the Board meeting regarding the 
DuJeep Trophy fiasco Manoj Prabhakar 
suddenly spoke out against me. I have 
always tried to work with him but then 
suddenly he lands up in a soup during 
the Duleep trophy and without eveii 
consulting me. goes and speaks to the 
Press, saying that, "My captain asked me 
to bowl bouncers and beamers. ‘This is 
lying. I mean you have so much time for 
those guys and when they lie against you 
it hurts. 

Could Manoj have reacted under 
pressure? 1 

“No he must have reacted in the heat of { 
the moment,*’ Kapil corrects, "rvo done j 
the same things in my younger days.” he 
says in a forthright manner. Then he I 
leans forward and adds, "But when you 
get caught, it’s wrong. If you don’t it’s 
okay.’* 

The convoy th unders into yet another 
colony. This time his fans don’t just want 
to drink Pepsi. They want to play cricket 
with him as well. ! 

**C'mon, Ill bowl, "he says I'esig^nedly. 

A young boy takes his stance. Kapil 
takes two steps and bowls. The boy 
plonks a foot forwara spanks the ball j 
right out of the ground. There is worse to 
come. It is now Kapil’s turn to bat, and 
the boy who had faced him earlier 

thunders in to bowl. The ball rears up 
and hits Kapil on the head. It is time to 


leave and not a moment too soon. No one 
hits Kapil Dev on the head with a 
bouncer. Inside the i^elative safety of his 
car, Kapil speaks, ’*Mujhe bouncer maar 
diya, "’and then adds with a smile on his 
face, *'I suppose he’ll talk about it for 
weeks. Saying he got me with a short 
ball. ” 

**But you know,"he says, “J noticed one 
good quality in that boy. He had that 
extra something. We call it khunnas\ 
That makes all the difference. It did for 
me. ” 

The campaign is over. 


W HERE does he go from here? 
The question is thrown at 
him as we sip hot coffee at 
the NIS grounds. He’s grown as a 
cricketer, businessman and human 
being. And all so young. Has he ever 
stopped to think about it? 

Maybe he has, because he answers 
without any great deal of thought. ‘*Well 
the sky is the limit. If you want to become 
something you don’t look at it. from the 
outside. If and when you reach the top, 
you check to see if there's anyone ahead 
of you and you proceed to cross him. 
There are no end of people succeeding in 
their fields. 

"I’ve changed a lot in 10 years,” he 
suddenly confesses. This is the result of 
going out and meeting people. Perhaps 
my way of thinking is different." 

Perhaps?! mean, this is a guy whose 
Dobermann is called Don Corleone, 
because he ‘likes the guys who play the 
Mafia Dons in the movies.’ 

And Don Corleone’s three week old 
puppy, what about him ? 

"Either A1 Pacino or De Niro, 1 think,” 
says Kapil. 

Ah, what the hell, he always was a 
class act. Didn’t you know, ‘Kapil Dev da 
jawab nahin. Even now! 
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WEST INDIES CRICKET 


*We are du 
transitiona 






period*. 

...Says CLYDE WALCOTT, 
president of the West Indies 
Board of Control, talking about 
the future of the game in the 
Caribbean, the changing attitud< 
of the cricketing nations toward: 
South Africa, and looks at the 
change in times and cricketing 
psychology the world over... 


T IIE West Indies, 

Wliose power in the | 
boardrofiins of world 
ci icket has ^l owii in 
pro];x)rtion to their 
saccess on the field, 
are ready U) amend their stance 
significantly on South Africa, 
offering the first hint of 
encouragement from a black 
nation to the outlawed country. 

The West Indies are also 
preparing an initiative to reform 
standards of discipline and they 
will make concessions on slow 
play in which they have long been 
t‘onsidcred by some to be both 
guilty and intransigent. 

These were some of the issues to 
emerge when Clyde Walcott, 
pi*esident of the West Indies Board 
of Control, spoke on the future of 
cjricket in the Caribbean, where 
the game is rich in talent, 
passionate in outlook, financially 
destitute and yet more influential 
oyer the rest of the world than 


ever before. 

South Africa’s continued 
isolation from international 
cricket has been paramount in 
West Indian policy for two decades 
and in 1988 they, along with 
England, were responsible for the 
introduction of automatic Test 
suspensions for anyone visiting 
there to play or coach. 

Now, however, the rapid 
political change m South Africa, 
allied to the projected merging of 
cricket’s two racially-perceived 
bodies, has convinced Walcott that 
the initial barrier, one of basic 
communication, can be dropped. 
As the West Indies' spokesman at 
the International Cricket Council 
in July, he will raise no objection 
when South Africa makes its 
annual plea, traditionally rejected 
out of hand, for an audience. 

South Africa now will win. 
surely the required support to put 
their case to the Test-playing 
nations for a review of their 


game's long-claimed, but widely 
disputed, non-racial status. So 
long as their two bodies, the 
predominantly white Cricket 
Union and the non-white Cricket 
Board, are united by July, they 
are likely to ask the ICC to send a 
fact-finding mission. 


W E want to see the 
apartheid 
system totally 
dismantled so that , 
South Africa can 
eventually come back 
into the fold and I am 
Interested to hear 
about the progress 
within V 
cricket.... Weldbttf 
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On this, Walcott cannot promise 
automatic support. He explained: 
“I would have no quarrel with the 
idea of a merg'ed South Africa 
authority addressing us 
informally at the ICC. I have 
quarrelled with it before, of 
course, but like every other 
country we are encouraged by 
what has happened in South 
Africa. 

”We want to see the apartheid 
system totally dismantled so that 
South Africa can eventually come 
back into the fold and I am 
interested to hear about the 
progress within cricket. As for 
any ICC mission to the country, I 
would have to study the situation 
further. 

"‘On purely cricket matters I am 
able to speak for the West Indies. 
But I represent not just one 
country but a whole region, and 
when a sensitive political issue is 
concerned 1 must consult with 
governments so that we as a board 


are not in conflict with them.*' 

On the topic of discipline, 
Walcott needs to refer to nobody 
This imposing, statesmanlike 
man, now aged 65, has a pained 
expression when he discusses 
standards which have dropped 
incalculably since the times in the 
1950s when he was averaging 56 
in Test cricket, carefree cricketing 
times which, he freely admits, will 
now never return. 

“We never had problems of 
behaviour, but then we were not 
playing such a commercial, 
scrutinised game as the players of 
today. Money is at the root of the 
problem but it is important that 
we, as administrators, first accept 
that discipline in the international 
game has deteriorated, and then 
act firmly to put it right.” 

West Indies are much in favour 
of the international code of 
conduct which the ICC will put in 
place by October of this year. They 
believe that independent umpires 


Y ou will not see 
cricket on the 
beach, or on waste 
ground, quite as much 
because the young 
have more to divert 
them. In my day, 
cricket was all there 
was...I am optimistic 
of the future, even if 
we must not expect to 
dominate as we have 
done... Walcott 


should be mandatory, if only they 
can be funded. Interestingly, 
Walcott is also set to propose a 
worldwide convention of leading 
umpires in an effort to achieve 
uniformity on such matters as 
intimidatory bowling, 
time-wasting and players 
conduct. 

“The umpires need to get 
together so that they can be 
stronger and more consistent in 
many areas,” says Walcott, citing 
the calling of wides in one-day 
cricket as an excpnple of widely 
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varying interpretations. 

Time-wasting is another, and 
although West Indies, with the 
battery of rechargeable fast 
bowlers, have always opposed 
over-rate fines, they are now more 
conciliatory. F’ines, they say, 
should be imposed, but the 90 
overs per day rule ought to make 
time allowances for fall of wickets, 
drinks breaks and injuries. The 
ICC is unlikely to agree on this, 
but on other points Walcott will 
win support. 

“Short-pitched bowling is still a 
worry and although I am totally 
against a limit of one per over, as 
it gives an artificial advantage to 
the batsman, it is true that too 
many are sometimes bowled. The 
umpires should be discussing a 
uniform line on what they regard 
as intimidation. 

‘*We acknowledge that 
discipline is poor throughout Test 
cricket and this is one very good 
reason for imposing mandatory 
independent umpires. I believe 95 
per cent of the problems with 
dissent and bad behavioui* come as 


C ricket will not 
collapse here, 
but we have to act like 
humble men. Our 
administration is not 
like England’s or 
Australia’s. Until 
recently we had only 
one paid officer. Now 
we have two and a 
typist, to deal with 
everything. We want to 
expand our secretariat 
onto the marketing 
side. We want to run a 
A-team like England. 
But we do not have the 
money to finance 
it... Walcott 


a result of umpiring decisions, 
which may or may not be right, 
but are perceived by players to be 
wrong due to home-country bias. 

“So. while we do not think the 
umpiring will necessarily be any 
better for a complete change, it 
will be more acceptable to the 
players because of its obvious 
impartiality.” 

The delay m implementing a 
traveling panel of umpires is 
entirely due to finance and, here, 
the West Indies cannot help. 
Success has brought them no 
riches. Indeed, even in the past 
three years, their dilemma of 
trying to sustain a high-profile 
team and the stratas of the game 
beneath it, has been further 
complicated by the devaluation of 
several Caribbean currencies 
against the US dollar. 

Explains Walcott: “All our 
outgoings, such as exp)enses and 
players' fees, are based on the US 
dollar so we have suffered badly. 
We lost money on England's tour 

The West Indian pace battery 

celebrates yet another scalp 














here last yeai- and we will lose 
ag-ain on this current series with 
Australia, even after television 
income 

“Cricket will not collapse here, 
but we have to act like humble 
men. Our administration is not 
like England’s or Australia’s. 
Until recently we had only one 
paid officer. Now we have two and 
a typist, to deal with everything. 
We want to expand our secretariat 
onto the marketing side. We want 
to run an A-team like England. 
But we do not have the money to 
finance it.” 

Walcott revealed that England’s 
proposal for an A-team tour of the 
Caribbean, initiated last year and 
now revived, will be rejected 
reluctantly again because of the 
lack of a sponsor. With the 
established West Indies side soon 
to shed some of its elder 
statesman, this particularly 
grieves him. 

“We are due for a transitional 
period,” he says. “It must come, 
and all around the Caribbean 
there is public disquiet about it. 
The people see that their heroes 


are not as dominant as they were. 
They sense we are ready to lose 
and ther e is a fear of losing, 
because it has not happened for so 
long. From the administrative 
point of view we understand it and 
we will not panic.” 

The West Indies will name theii’ 
captain for the England tour. 


M oney is at the 
root of the 

problem (behaviour) 
but it is important that 
we, as administrators, 
first accept that 
discipline in the 
international game has 
deteriorated and then 
act firmly to put it 
right... Walcott. 


What do you do if you can’t get a 
ticket? Perch yourself on a tree 
with a transistor, thst’s what 

which will be managed by Lance . 
Gibbs, early next month. The 
16-man party will be announced 
around April 24. But expect little 
to change. 

“1 lcK>k around the region and I 
see a new generation of fast 
bowlers,” Walcott says “I see very 
few spin bowlers. I hope I am 
wrong, but the youngsters are 
bound to copy models they find 
attractive.” 

Walcott is a realist. He knows 
the game does not grip the nations 
here quite as it did. But he is not 
pessimistic. “You will not see 
cricket on the beach, or on waste 
ground, quite as much, because 
the young have more to divert 
them. In my days, cricket was all 
there was. But I can see a couple of 
young players who will excite 
people and I am optimistic of the 
future, even if we must not expect 
to dominate as we have done. ” 

Alan Lee 
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After making an encouraging start to 
his Test career, W.V. RAMAN, despite 
his remarkable promise of emerging as 
an all-rounder, has gradually faded into 
obscurity, being a mere passenger in 
the Indian squad, for, he thinks, no 
fault of his own, as he explains in this 
exclusive interview with Partab 
Ramchand in Madras 


S PORTSWORLD: 
You have been 
in international 
cricket for over 
three years now 
without actually 
establishing yourself in the 
national squad. Why do you 
think this has been the 
case? 

WO(3HKKHll<AMAN I 
lijivni't IxMMi ^'iv(^n 1)10 
o})portunities to prove 
myself Ifyoulotikat my 
oaveov. 1 ha\eplnytKi niy 
first, tliiw Tests in t.hiw 
different st'rii's Tlam I 
I had throe matclu's in a 
row in New Zealand,was 
not eonsidcn'ed a^am 
dnnngthe tour of 
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Kn/^land 1 liavo boon in 
and out of tlic team 
generally filling- in for 
an injured or indisposed 
|)layi*r When you know 
I lie axo IS always 
waiting to fall upon you 
f Jion jt rs not easy to 
perform 

Still, in keeping with your 
talent and your fantastic 
record in domestic cricket, 
your international record is 
only about average, don't 
you think so? 

Ltiok. 1 got run.s in my 
first Test Unfortunately 
that was the last Tost of 
t he series and 1 had to 
wait for another ten 
months before the next 


mat ell 1 failed and was 
dropped I was not 
nntially chosen to tour 
tlu' West Indies in 1989 
and only went a.sa 
re}ilacc*mcnt foj*an 
injured Si'ikkanth I 
playc'd only one Test got 
1 7 and 15 and was 
dropped For the tour of 
New Zealand in 1990, 
neither Srikkanth nor 
Shastn made it. so 1 w’as 
di’afted'^o open the 
batting I played all 
t h ree Tos^ s got I wo 
fifties in five innings 
and finished third in the 
averages On the entire 
tour, my aggregate was 
next only to 


Azharuddin s. In the 
(3ne-day games loo, 1 did 
well with one half 
century in four innings. 
In England, I did not 
play in any of the Tests, 
but in the first class 
games J finished willi 
over 550 runs at an 
average of 50. with one 
century and finished 
sixth in the final tour 
figures So. all in all. I 
can honestly say that I 
have perfoj'ined w'eJl in 
the limited 

o]jportunities I have got. 

You have never had a 
settled place in the batting 
order. How far do you feel 
this has hindered your 








progress? 

You may not believe 
this, but in my six Tests 
involving* ten innings I 
have gone in at six 
positions in the 
order- -everything from 
number one to number 
six. In my first Test I 
went in at number four 
and number three in the 
two innings. In my next 
Test I went in at number 
SIX In the W(?st Indies, it 
wa.s number five. And in 
New Zealand I was 
dra.ft.€?cl tcjopem the 
innings 

But do you prefer to open 
the innings or go in the 
middle order? 

Frankly, 1 liave never 
faneiod myself as an 
opening bat But then 
did I have a ehoiee? 
Things liave boon thrust 
upf)n me And. to get 
into the eleven 1 am 
prepared to go in at any 
posi tion liasioa,] 1 y, 1 am 


Frankly, I have 
never fancied 
myself as an 
opening bat. But 
then, did I ever 
have a choice? 
Things hove been 
thrust upon me. 
And, to get into 
the eleven I om 
prepared to go in 
at ony position. 

In the limited 
opportunities, I 
hove got I hove 
not done badly. I 
enjoy my cricket, 
shall continue to 
do my best ond I 
don't think ! con 
ever get .. 
frustroted 

—:_■ ■ ^ .-.^ - ■ - 
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j ust trying to got a 
game. 1 would lathor 
play than sit in the 
pavilion and it this 
moans that I have to 
open, then so be it. And 
lioiKistly. I don’t til ink I 
have done liadly in that 
position Two filties in 
five innings in New 
Zc?alaiid against Richard 
I lad lee and company is a 
pretty good i*ocord even 
if 1 say so myself. 

But don't you think you 
benefited from Bedi’s pet 
theory of having a 
left-handed—right-handed 
opening pair? 

When the team was 
chosen, V.B. 
(Jhandrasekhai* and 
Sidhu were listed as the 
team’s first choices as 
opening batsmen. 1 was 
taken as a third opener 
In New Zealand, the 
cricket manager had 
1 his theory and so I was 
di afted to open with 
Sidhu But then lliis 
theory was not adopted 
in England and Shastri 
and Sidiui opened the 
innings. I felt I was a bit 
unlucky not to play in a 
Test in England, 
[larticulaily with Sidhu 
failing I was among tlie 
runs, gelt uig a. hundred 
and a number of fifties. 
Hut hei'e again, it was a 
case of I he tour sokvtors 
picking the expcM iencecl 
or t'slablished player 
(Sidhu) instead of me 
You are a natural 
left-handed batsman and 
given the paucity of 
left-hand batsmen in Indian 
cricket don't you think you 
should have established 
yourself at least from this 
angle? 

1 lere again, it all 
depends lai the team's 
think tank If they feel 
that the team does need 
a left hander thi*n. they 
should persevere with 
me After all, I got runs 
in thi’ee Tests in N(*w 
Zealand, but then J was 

*6 


not played in England. failing then there might Have you ever thought 

Tfie ball never seems to be frustration. But then about establishing yourself 

be in my court. It always in the opportunities 1 in the One-day squad? 

seems to be in someone have got I liavo not done Here again it boils down 

e^lse’s court. badly. I enjoy my to what my role should 

Have you felt a bit of cricket, shall continue to be. Do I open or do I go 

frustration about how your do my best and I don't in the middle order. I am 

career has been going? think I can ever get only mentioning this for 

No, never. If 1 was frustrated. 1 have done both roles. 


THE JOURNEYMAN 


SAUM 
DURRANI 
in 

the making”. That is 
how a Calcutta 
newspaper headlined 
an article on 
Woorkeri Venkat 
Raman soon after he 
made his Test debut 
against the West 
Indies at Madras in 
January 1988. The 
comparison, for once, 


Ibur other Indian 
bowlers can 
Justifiably hope to be 
a permanent member 
of the Indian team for 
some time. Or, at 
least,,he should be 
allowed to play at 
least the next three or 
four Tests. In 
Raman’s case he 
played only one more 
match before 
iweiving the first of 
many rejections. 

A couple of months 


later he scbiMdiS in 
a Ranji Trophy game. 
And everyone felt 
that this knock had ' 
helped him clinch a 
pl^ in the te^ to 
t(^ the West Indies 
in 1988, but when the 
tekm was announced, 
Raman was not in. It 
Wm incredible and 
was really hard on an 
otherwise jovial 
Raman. 

For the next few 
days, he remained 



did not seem to be 
outrageous. There 
was indeed much of 
Dpxrani’s best 
qualities in Raman’s 
cricket. That same 
lasy, casual elegance 
in his strokeplay. The 
same flight and 
biting turn in his Isft 
arm spin bowling. 
Also, Raman was as 
tall and slim as 
Durrani was at his 
peak nearly 95 years 
before. And, yes, the 
similarity also 
extended to a 
negative 

quality—Raman’s 
fielding was as 
suh-standard as 
Durrani's! 

A 28-year-old 
crlclrater, who makes 
83 in his first Test 
against Welsh and 
Patterson, and then 
goes cm to take a 
wicket in his very 
first over, a feat 
performed by only 











Or- should I be taken as a 
batsman who can bowl a 
hit. Hut here again, even 
in one-day cricket, I 
seem to be filling in for a 
player who is injured or 
indisposed. 

Talking about bowling, 
don*t you think you have 


;<lumb*:fQtmded a# a 
boy whose stocking is 
empty on Christmas 
Bve. Then he shook 
himselfoff the 
stupor, took his bat, 
scored 200 not out 
against Maharashtra 
and followed it up 
with 23B against 
Bengal in the Ranji 
Trophy semi final at 
Calcutta. 

It was a knock that 
Raman regards as his 
best ever, and one 





neglected your bowling? 
After ail, you first made 
your mark in first-class 
cricket as a bowler? 

I have not neglected my 
bowling. I still practise a 
lot and love bowling. But 
what opportunjties have 
I got? I got a wicket in 



that helped a 

famous 44-ye^pld 
record in the shc^e. 
Rusi Modi wiOi'^OOS 
runs held the record 
for most runs in a 
single season in the 
Ranji Trophy . With a 
tally of 1018 runs 
Raman now was the 
record holder. His 
confidence restored, 
Raman flew to the 
West Indies as a , 
replacement for the 
injured Srikkanlh. 

He played one Test, 
did not do very well 
and was dropped. 

Desperate tg 
establish himself in 
the Indian team, 
Raman got a chance 
through cricket 
manager Bishen 
Bedi's pet theory of a 
left-handed—right- 
handed opening pair. 
Drafted to open the 
innings in New 
Zealand last 
year—against 
Richard Hadlee and 
company—Raman 
acquitted himself 
creditably with scores 
of 96 and 72 not out. 
Playing in all throe 
Tests, Raman at last 
seemed to have 
clinched a regular 
place in the side 
bpfitting a player of 
his class, went and 
skill. 

Aiid yet tlaman has 
not played in a Test 
.. match again, 


my first over in Test 
cricket. 1 believe that is a 
rare i’eat done by only 
three or four Indian 
bowlers. Then against 
Now Zealand at Bombay 
I got the wicket of 
Grcatbatch Again, at 
Auckland last year, 
Azharuddiri gave mo a 
long spell of J 9 overs 
and 1 gave away only 23 
runs, i tidmit 1 haven't 
been bowling much in 
first-ciass <;rickct in the 
last two years since I 
have been cojiceuitrating 
on batting But I am 
aware of the fact that if 1 
can also take wickobs 
that would be a plus 
[joint that might help me 
ej.stabJish myself in thr? 
team as an alh ounder oj 
.sorts. And that j.s why 1 
am still keen on my 
bowling 

Two things have been held 
out against you, possibly as 
reasons why you have not 
yet established yourself in 
the national squad. One is 
your casual attitude and the 
other your fielding which 
frankly, need some 
improvement. Do you 
agree? 

Yes, I have heard about 
iny seemingiy ui.sual 
atljf udo J c an caily say 
that 1 am dead .serious 
abfjut thci game like any 
other top k*vfjl cricketei’ 

I may appear (.asual. but 
that possibly lias a lot to 
do witli my strokeplay 
and my general attitude 
to baiting F^ach 
cricketer has certain 
chai actenst ic-s and 1 
can't change my .style. 
Again, a ca.siial player 
c:an never be captain and 
J have led various teams 
(Ine more point It I wa.s 
ca.suaJ in my outlor>k 
then I would have 
t h ro' n 1 n t ho t owel by 
now, with all the limited 
opportunitie.s I have 
been getting J certainly 
would have, after being 
dnjppod for the tour to 



In Englond, I did 
not ploy in any of 
tile Tests, but in I 
the first^closs 
gomes, I finisfied 
with over 550 
runs ot on 
overage of 50, 
with one century 
and finished sixth 
in the f inol tour 
figures. So« oil in 
ai[, I con honestly 
soy that I hove 
performed well in 
the limited 
opportunities I 
hove got I 


the West indiusin 19K9 
and after getting a 
inijle hundred in the 
Hanjj trophy Instead, 1 
stuck around got two 
more double cent une.s 
and broktjHusi Modi s 
recoi'd As regards my 
fieldin/^l am tlie lir.st to 
admit that when 1 
on t err id 11 11 e r i ut 1 1 ona I 
cricket it wa.s not up to 
thercKiuired level. But 
since then I have taken 
stops to improve this 
asper;t of my game and I 
ca n say that 

now lama vastly 
irnpj oved fielder One 
reason for this pr)ssibly 
is that 1 take gi*eater 
care of rny fitness these 
days.#. 








irS SUMMER 


S O it'« sumiuer time, 
yg’aiii, folks. Time 
to g:(‘t into those 
T“Shiits ancJ shorts 
and sJiow ofrUu? 
physicjiie that you’ve 
be3en scuiptjnfj- over the 
Pci.st few months. Tune 
to hit: the swimnung 
pool, time foj* f<M>tball, 
tennis and all the 
outd(Jor s{Mjrts you’ve 
l)et?n wanting- to play 
iif^ain. All ready for 
summer, are you? I lei e 
a few tinil* tested tips to 
lookti'ood during 
HLiinim?!-, when tiie heat 
plays havoc: with the 


tody. 

With g’aps in the ozone 
layer, tlie sun beats 
down ferociously in 
summer. Unpiotected 
exposure to sunlig“hi. 

(we tend to be careless) 
leads to skin damage, 
causing it to sag. Tlie 
sun IS also responsible 
for the lc?athery skin, 
premature wrmkkis and 
even skin canc^er. 

Tli(» sun hits the earth 
at the most dirtjc:! angle 
between lOa.m and 3 
p m. Try to stick indoors 
during tliis time span, 
or else take extra 



pi’ecautiojas like 
wearingf^fcj^at and 
sungl«SBe». If you are 
suscepti£Si»«to sun burn, 
apply towel to the 
burnt a];;ea^, and have a 
cold bath,^. 

Skin (-igpwcially male 
skin) is^piiaiie to dryness 
during Ujyfc summer 
monthS.?Skin during 
summer tends to lose 
moisture at an alarming 
rate and tins leads to 
dehydration. After 
sha ving rteniernbei* to 
put on a moisturizer so 
tiled it tj*aps the 
moisture inside. Also 




diiiik 6-8 glasses of 
water a day. Remember, 
the body’s active drive 
foT* thirst is low during 
summer, so don't wait 
till you really feel 
thirsty Reach out for 
the glasses of water with 
a regular frequenc:y. 

Whemyou perspire, 
remember it's fluid that 
you 're losing. It has 
been provcxl that 
.logging in summer foran 
hour, makfjs an athlete 
lose about a pint of 
water Severe water loss 
ca.n result in depleted 
eneigy, and cramps. 
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Raaehoiftfbr 
lotion and tUiii 
' twIOM hittinfl 
baach 










TIME AGAIN 



THEHEALTH 


COLVm 


However all we're telling* 
you iJ? to take some 
prcicaution to ktK*p the 
oi owning glory Jn 
shape. Chloi'irif'pul jnto 
the pool, has the same 
elTeel as sea W'ater on the 
hair. It makes it dry. 
coarse and brittle 
SometimesC'opper is put 
into the pt>ol to pi’ovent 


Hence top up the body 
with fluids. 

Ultra violet I'ays rrom 
the sun can cause real 
bad damag'e.to the eyes, 
resulting: m eye strain 
and headaches to long 
term eye damage. Our 
eyes naturally adapt 
themselves to a certain 
amount of light. 
Anything* more is 
glare and this is what 
causes the damage. The 
best way to avoid this is 
to wear good sunglasses 


that cut down the gla.i*c 
Tlio skin around tin; 
eyes has fewer ducts and 
therefore needs extra 
protection. Use of 
moisturizers for the area 
around the eye and thfj 
lips IS a must during 
summer time, otherwise 
be prepared to liavc 
premature lines and 
wrinkles arou ad the 
eyes 

Hair is the ai'ea that 
suffers most in summer. 
The summer sun wreaks 


havoc on Ihe hair and 
lc;^v^^slt brittle and di*y.^ 
witii no Ixaince or fall A 
hat or a cap is tlu‘ lx;st 
way to j i-esc'rvt^ some 
bounce in the hair (.inly, 
see to it that the head 
gear is wc^ll vcMitilatod 
and IS loose fitting, so 
mat the pt'rspiration has 
a chance to dry off 
Heading for the 
swimming pool, are 
you‘^ You may have lieeri 
waiting all these months 
to get into the po()\ 


the growtli (jf algae, and 
t hat furtlior complicates 
matters 

Just r(‘niembej' to 
avoid prolonged 
exprisun* to natural or 
artificial sunlight, sail 
water or chlorinated 
walej’ by wearing a hat, 
swimming cap or 
whatever possible moans 
of protection 

These timo; tested 
measures should see you 
looking sun-sational all 
UirongJi the year So 
folks, here's to anothcj' 
summer • 





STANDPOINT 


O VER the years we 
have found that 
most sports 
disciplines have 
altered their playing 
apparel in tune with the 
changes of tim ■md 
taste. Tennis for 
instance, used to be 
played in long trousers 
hy the heroes of 
yesteryear .Even as late 
as in the Fifties, we, find 
the awesome physique of 
Pancho Odnsal ves 
swathed in a pair of 
loose-fitting trousers. 

Ladies'fashion has 
undergone changes 
beyond one’s wildest 
dreams. Those wide 
flowing skirts of ankle 
length—graceful 
though they were—have 
been relegated to the 
museums. 

Contemporary sports, 
demand that men and 
women dress in a 
manner that would help 
them in their 
movements and not 
impede speed. 
Consequently sports like 
tennis, badminton and 
table tennis to highlight 
a few, have opted for 
shorts for men and short 
skirts for women. Not 
that there is any 
compulsion but for all 
practical purposes, top 
sports people have found 
this attire to be 
comfortable and it also 
cuts down wind 
resistance. 

The trend in the 
athletics world has gone 
a few steps further. The 
majority among both 
sexes is settling for 
skin-fitting tights. 
Surely, you will agree, a 
far cry from those days 
of ‘Bermuda shorts* and 
midi-size skirts. 



One very important 
consequence of the 
change in dress has been 
the immense stride 
made towards 
improvement in 
performances as the 
record books readily 
testify. I am not for a 
moment saying that the 
greats of the past would 
be no match for the 
modern masters. Far, 
far from it. However, 
logic cannot deny that 
replacement of the long 
skirts by minis has 
raised the speed and 
mobility of ladies at 
tennis. Similarly, in 
athletics the dowdy 
dresses of the past have 
made for skimpy tights 
and consequently 
towards improved 
timings Even in 
swimming, the short 
and already tight 
apparels have become 
shorter and tighter with 
the passage of time and, 
without any semblance 
of doubt, have led to 
better timings. 

In the same vein, we 
may think aloud about 
the clothes that 
cricketers wear. 
Actually even in the 
conservative cricket 


world, the codes ol 
dressing have 
undergone vast changes 
over the centuries. 

The earliest days of 
cricket saw men in frock 
coats and tight 
skin-fitting trousers. * 
Evolutioubrought 
billowing skirts, top 
hats and full-length 
trousers. Some wore 
long, knee-ilength shorts 
buttoned at the knee 
with long; white 
stockings. Then, by the 
late 19th century the 
loose-fitting flannels 
pervaded the scene and 
was universally popular 
till about the ‘70s, of this 
century. 

Players of today go in 
for tight trousers, which 
resemble track-suit 
‘lowers' rather than the 
well tailoi’ed trousers in 
pleats of the 50s and 
60s. Even shirts with 
long sleeves have made 
way for half-sleeved 
shirts and tee-shirts. 
Actually the dress of the 
modern cricketers is 
reminiscent of the 
tennis players of the 
308. 

Changes, whatever be 
the nature, have never 
been without its 


opponents. In every 
period of time, people 
have criticised the 
changing nature of 
dress codes. But, in 
time, they had to bow 
down to the dictates of 
the majority. Time and 
taste finally has to have 
the upperhand and Old 
world has to give way to 
the new. 

Even today we have 
reservations about the 
tee-shirts and the 
seemingly track-suit 
‘lowers* that almost all 
the modern cricket stars 
exhibit. We feel that the 
aesthetic appeal of the 
game is being harmed, 
but there is no reason to 
fee] threatened. 

No reason to think 
that the bastion of 
cricket is being 
attacked. Actually 
cricket has such strong 
foundations that it can 
take the dictates of time 
in its stride as it has 
been doing over the 
centuries. 

Crickets, as 
enunciated by the laws, 
has no dress 
compulsions. But 
conventional custom 
makes certain demands. 
It is in this area where 


Take Off 

Those 
TrouserSi 



Bv RAJU MUKHERJI 
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-we may the issue of 

totaraducinsr chorte in 
additicm to the accepted 
trouser. 

. Weehouldofoouriae 
allow players to vise 
their discretion as 
regard their apparel. 
Just as soccer i^yars 
wear either shoxts car 
tight 'lowers’depending 
upon the temperature. 
Why not allow 
cricketers to choose 
shorts instead of 
trousers if they feel the 
need for it? 

For all one knows, as 
in tennis, the advent of 
the shorts may lead to a 
further improvement in 
the pace of the game. 
Frankly, I have no doubt 
that the intioduction of 
shorts would lead to 
greater mobility and 
consequently would 
appeal to the fielders all ' 
the more. And. 
xnoreover, those who 
swear by the aestheUc 
appeal of cricket ^ould. 
be pursviaded to think 
again: if the tee-shirts do. 
not offened the eyes any. 
longer, why would 
shorts? 

Coming to think of it. 
even in cricket we have 
already seen the advent 
of shorter and tighter 
dresses among the 
ladies. The huge, 
billowing skirta made 
way for midis and now 
we have the micro-minis 
for greater speed and 
mobility. 

Makes you Wondmr 
w;hy the men are not 
fbUo!wing the ladies. Is it 
just another form of 
maiecrioket 
chauvinism? 


Genttemenl 
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SPORTING 


A ustralians it 

looks like, love 
playing their games 
at night. They are 
famous for giving the 
orthodox followers of 
sport, one heart burn 
after another. One 
Kerry Packer came up 
with the idea of playing 
cricket at night, and oh, 
what a sensation he 
created. Now the latest 
in the Australian night 
scene is, hold your 
breath, golf. 

The world's fii'st night 
golf course opened up in 
the 167-year-old 
Glenmore Country Club, 
in the west of Sydney, on 
the 12th of March, 
Thanks to Steve Defiiia 
and Warwick Askew. 
Defina, a former 
manager of u rock and 
roll band and Askew, a 
lighting engineer, 
decided to do something 
when they couldn't play 



golf (their favourite 
game) on a pleasant 
night, under the stai' lit 
heavens. 

They designed a golf 
bail, that was injected 
with a chemical that 
glowed in the dark. The 
course made by them is 
filled with light from 



ultra-violet lamps. The 
tees, greens, flags and 
caps argali specially 
iliumiii|ited. The golfers 
put specif reflective 
adhesi w &iLpe on the 
clubs, irons and shoes. 
Add to that an overall 
lighting system of 400 
watts, and you have 
'iifirtualiy a kaleidoscope 
of colours. 

The entrepreneurs are 
sure that the idea will 
catch up in'the world 
soon. A number of local, 
players who teed off into 
the night were pretty 
impressed. Said one of 
them, “You definitely 
need a torch, but 1 loved 
it and so did my mates. 
We'll be back often.” 

First we had pyjama 
cricket, and now we 
have pyjama golf. 
What's coming up next? 


TRUST ON TED 


T he England 

committee, chaiied by 
Ted Dexter, was 
reappointed for a 
furthei’ 12 months at the 
spring meeting of the 
Test and County Cricket 


Board (TCCB). In spite of 
some criticism, 
following defeat in 
Australia, only one 
undisclosed first-class 
county voted to return to 
the previous system of 
selection. 

“There was healthy 
discussion, but no sense 
of hostility towards 
Dexter and Mickey 
Stewart,” Alan Smith, 
chief execaitive of the 
TCCB said. “Everyone 
accepted that England 
did not perform as well 
as expected, but it will be 
surprising if Graham 
Gooch IS not reappointed 
England captain this 
summer.” 

Other topics which 



Tod Dexter, has been . 
reappointed for a further 
12 months 


were discussed were the 
aspect of England’s 
tour, injured players, 
poor standard of 
fielding, problems with 
the itinerary, press 
relations and the 
possible use of colour 
clothing in the Refuge 
Assurance Sunday 
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Leag’uein 1992. 

However, one topic 
which was not raised for 
discussion was the 
indiscipline of the 
English players. 


BRAZIL RULED OUT 


SUBSTANDARD 
facilities will prevent 
Brazil from hosting’ the 
1998 World Cup Soccer 
finaJs, according to Joao 
Havelange, president of 
FIFA. 

Havelauge said, 'FIFA 
is only prepared to 
invest in countries with 
strong currencies and 
adequate infrastructure. 
Brazil will be ruled out 




fllHE 'hooker’ in rugby 
Jl is generally the 
smallest member of the 
team. Apparently the 
person who is to play 
this role in the Russian 
team, which is to 
participate in the 12 
nation Women’s Rugby 
World Cup, is a former 
ballet dancer! 

One wonders how she 
will face up to the 
pressures from ’the 
locks from heir. The 
people being referred to 
here are Tara Flanagan 
and Tam Breckenridge, 
the ’hookers’ for the 
United States rugby 
team. Apart from rugby, 
these two also play 
basketball for UCLA. 
Both are more thw six 
foot tall and'i>oth are 
body>buildei*iSs.*Oh, and 
they work out at the 
same gym as Arnold 
Schwarzenegger! 



I 


H0STA6E REQUEST 

T he National Hunt 
F’estival at 
Cheltenham is the 
highlight of the Eng lish 




on both counts plus the 
possible problem of 
filling the stadia for 
unattractive fixtures. ” 
Eight other 
countries- -England, 
Chile. France, India. 
Morocco. Nigeria, 
Portugal and 
Swi tzerland—have 
expressed their intei'est 
in hosting the 1998 
tournament. 


horse racing calendar. 
This yeai-, there was a 
very special pei'son at 
this grand event. He was 
John Joyce, a former I 

member of Saddam ! 

Hussein’s human shield. 
Joyce was detained in 
Bagdad after the 
invasion of Kuwait and 
feared he would miss the 
highlight of the racing 
year. 

Last December, as the 
world inched towards 
war; he managed to 
smuggle a letter out of 
Iraq which was 
addr^s^ to the Course 
Manager. 1 would like 
to ask a favour," Joyce 
wrote. “I’m a keen 
racing man and due to 
my predicament, as a 
hostage. 1 do not know if 
I will be out in time to 
get my chib badges for 
the festival." 

Joyce in his letter 
requested the course 
manager to get in touch 
with his wife and make 
the necessary 
arrangements. The 
manager did that and 
personally welcomed 
Joyce to the course. # 
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nearer, some track 
vetercLns may be forced 
to scale down their 
ambitions. 

Christie received a 
second jolt in the 200 
metres when he came off 
second best to yet 
another 22-year-old, 
the powerfully built 
Bul^^arian Nikolai 
Antonov 

But generally the new 
generation showed 
scant respect for their 
elders on the track. 

Algerian Nourredine 
Morceli, only 21, but 
already inviting 
comparisons with the 
great Moroccan 
middle-distance runner 
Said Aouita, simply 
destroyed the opposition 
in the men's 1,500 metre 
when he tore the field 
apart with his merciless 
turn of pace. 

Frenchwoman 
Marie-Pirre Duros, 23 
and without any major 
credits to her name 
previously, boldly took 
the women's 3,000 
metres from the front 
and beat a host of more 
experienced runners. 

Ludmilla Rogachova 
of the Soviet Union 
capped a bad meeting for 
the old guard by 
winning the women’s 
1,500 metres where 
defending champion 
Doina Melinte of 
Romania finished out of 
the medals. 

Kenyan Paul Ereng, 
who came from nowhere 
to win gold in the men's 
800 metres at the Seoul 
Olympics, was among 
the few to retain his 
indoor title though he 
won only after the 
disqualification of 
compatriot William 
Tanui for breaking lanes 
too early. 

At only 23, Ereng is in 
the vanguard of the 
young generation 
anyway. 




Not that the 
established stars weie 
it)capable of fighting 
back. Ottey showed that 
when she exacted 
rf?verige on Sergeyeva in 
the 200 metres final, 
equalling the 22.24 
seconds world record 
she set seven days 
•^arlier. 

The best iierformance 
by a veteran came from 
32-year-old American 
Greg Foster, crowning a 
comeback after breaking 
.an arm twice, by 
winning the men's 60 


Switzerland’s Werner 
Guenthoer won the 
shot put event with a 
throw of 21.17m 

metres hurdles. 

In the field events, the 
old order looked much 
more solid with Soviet 
pole vaultei* Sergei 
Bubka clearing six 
metres once again to win 
gold. 

There were five 
outright world indoor 
records at the meeting 
with reunited Germany 
claiming brilliant wins 
in the men's and 






the women’s 3,000 
metres walk. 

Inessa Kravets of the 
Soviet Union also broke 
the record in the 
women’s triple jump, an 
invitation event. 

China pulled off a 
notable coup by 
producing their first 
gold medallist at either a 
world championship or 
Olympic athletics event 
wjien shot putter Sui 
Xinmei heaved her way 


to victory. 

But some things never 
change and even an 
united German team 
was unable to put the 
Soviet squad in the 
shade. 

The Germans claimed 
six golds but the Soviets 
stayed on top of the 
medals table with 17 
places in the victory 
rostrum, including 
seven golds • 




The 

Letdown 
Of The 
Decade 


Ben Johnson 
comes a cropper 
in the Indoor 
championships 


A fter the humlliatuigr defeat of eprinter 
Ben Johnson at the World Indoor Athletics 
Championships, the comeback of the year 
could become the letdown of the decade. 
The Canadian crept out of the championships 
without a win in three races and without a medal 
in the 60 metres, an event he considered his own 
when propelled by years of steroid taking. 

Before the Seville meeting .Johnson had boldly 
announced that the 60 metres final was one of 
three events he planned to win before retiring in 
18 months, the others being the 100 metres at the 
Tokyo World Outdoor Championships in August 
and the Olympics in Barcelona next year. 

His two-year compulsory lay—off for his posi¬ 
tive dope test at the Seoul Olympics in 1988 has 
clearly left him with a lot of ground to make up. 
"My speed is 100 per cent but my start is only 













H ERE*s some tips 
on how to gfet the 
best out of your 
exercycle. If you 
were one of those who 
got caught up in the 
rush to fit one of them 
into your home, you 
might as well get the 
most out of it. 

Let's look at the plus 
points first. It's basically 
quite hassle free. No 
bumpy, pot-holed road 
to contend with. No 
weather 

restrictions—hey, it 
doesn't get searingly hot 
or rain in your flat, does 
it? And best of all, no 
pure, unadulterated 
carbon monoxide to fill 
your lungs. 

And on the minus 
side: boredom. Just 
sitting on the bike and 
staring at your bedroom 
wall can bore you to 
death. So much so that 
the enthusiasm with 
which you mounted the 
machine soon dulls. And 
before you know it, 
you're letting the 
spiders weave patterns 
on the exercycle. 

These machines are 
really good for you. 

They strengthen the 
legs. Tighten the 
buttocks. Tone the 
thighs. Strengthen 
lower back muscles. 
Improve cardiovascular 
fitness. And, best of all, 
lose weight in the 
pi*oc.*ess. 

For all those of you 
fitness enthusiasts who 
wince in pain every time | 
you jar a knee while i 
jogging or playing some ! 
high-impacl sport, this 
is heaven-sent The 
smooth How of the legs 
over the pedals prevents 


the knees from being hit 
by sudden impacts. The 
net result being a 
relatively low impact’ 
workout which pami)er8 
the knees. 

As for the boredom bit, 
don’t get too put off. Any 
form of exercise—^apart 
from competitive 
sport—will tend to 
become a bit repetitive 
after a while. It’s up to 
you to inject it with a 
measure of variation 
and excitement. Play 
around with the 
settings. Make it real 
tough, and clench your 
teeth as you struggle to 


get the pedals over. 

Then, switch it to the 
lightest setting, and feel 
your heart race in tune 
with the pedals. 

You could even 
position a television set 
in front of the exercycle. 
Watch a movie, or just 
some good sporting 
action- That’ll take your 
mind off the 
monotonous pedalling 
your feet are doing. Or 
try music. Either turn 
up the volume on the 
stereo or use your 
Walkman if you don’t 
want to disturb the rest 
of the house. 


And, if you’re still not 
satisfied, use your best 
weapon. Your 
imagination. Close your 
eyes and imagine you're 
racing down a 
sweeping, country road. 
The wind tugging at 
your hair while you 
bank into a right-hander 
only to haul the bike 
around to the other side * 
for a sharp left. 

Whatever you do, just 
remember that you're 
one of the lucky few to 
have access to a machine 
like this. So make the 
most of it. 


-Pedal 

Power 
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WHAT a luxury it is when 



it's 11 pm and Td know that 


. ' ■'.’ 

any other time in my life 


'\>i ■' 

Td have to go to bed. But now 



\ if 1 see a Katharine Hepburn 

movie is on till 1 am, it's 

‘v. 




ok, Icon watch it.... 
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1 From tho outside looking in: 

1 “1 miss playing on Centre Court” 
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With tormar boyfriend Jimmy Connors. 
Bothers now TV commentators 



ometimes I wake up in the morning with knots 
in my stomach and I realize I don’t have to prove 
anything anymore. I’m not winning and I’m not 
losing—1 have to tell myself that. AVhat a luxury it is 
when it’s 11 P.M. and I know that at any other time 
in my life I’d have to go to bed. But now, if I see an 
old Katharine Hepburn movie is on till 1 A.M., it’s 
OK. I can watch it; I can get up at 9 A.M. as opposed 
to 7 A.M. Or if I want to eat a little piece of cake or 
something, it’s allright. I have the freedom to do 
whatever I want, and I’m beginning to like it. 

Yes, I’ve been very comfoilable with my 
retirement, but maybe that’s because I’ve kept so 
busy. After the 1989 U.S. Open I couldn’t afford to 
have a letdown because I had to play Federation Cup 
in October. Then 1 hosted ’’Saturday Night Live, 
played exhibitions with Martina Navratilova in 
November and had the whole family out to Aspen, 
Colorado, for Christmas. Something was always 
happening, so I didn’t have time to get depressed or 
start reminiscing. 

What a change! All of 1989 was a struggle because 
1 wasn’t enjoying tennis; I would have liked to stop 
at Wimbledon, but the U.S. Open was my first big 
tournament (I was 16) and 1 felt I should end my 
career there. My tank was on empty. It was the right 
time for me. I could have squeezed out another year 
but 1 might have finished up at No. 6 or 7 and 1 
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with husband Andy Mills: They are expecting 
their first baby In October 

wouldn’t have liked that. 

When I was 161 was No. 4 in the world. Then I 
slowly went up—3, 2, 1—and stayed on top for a bit 
and then went back—2, 3,4. Last year was the first 
year I realized that 1 didn’t have a shot at beings No. 

1.1 played a whole year knowing that Steffi Graf 
was just too tough and that Monica Seles and others 
could only get better. At 34, it was tough enough 
just to stay in the top four and maintain that level 
day in and day out. 

At the beginning of 19901 was travelling with my 
husband Andy Mill in Europe while he did his shows 
for World Cup Skiing. And then, before I knew it, it 
was time for me to do the French Open and 
Wimbledon on TV and then the Open. I’ve been real 
active, but I’ve managed to spend more time in my 



/ was never one who liked to ask 
people for favours. If Martina has a 
tough match and NBC wants an 
interview, I feel awkward because 
she's my friend and my loyalties are 
to both my Job and my friendship. I 
think the older players understand 
my position. 




homes, which was one of my goals. I didn’t want to 
be on the road the whole time. 

When its time for the major tournaments I 
still get pangs, which is normal. If I’m doing 
exhibitions and playing weU, I also get pangs. I 
think a lot about the stress I had at 30, 32.34, when 
I started to feel a little more strain because it’s like I 
was going against the natural rhythm of my life and 
body, something I didn’t feel when I was 15. I’m still, 
shaking off the residual stress I accumulated the 
last few years. And I’m still trying to relax; I was so 
intense for so long. 











/ think I've learned a couple of 
things now, like how you treat 
people on the way up comes back 
to you when you retire. I've also 
learnt that everybody has to retire 
sooner or later — it's not a crime 
and it's not the end of the world. 


Beings president of the WTA is another 
time-consiuning activity; we have four board 

Chrl88iedowntlieyear8l971.1976.1984,1989 meetings a year and Im a voting member, so I have 

to know everything that's going on. It keeps me 

My NBC commentating»keeps me very busy. It's involved with tennis. And remember, I played about 

great, though I must admit I find it difficult at times 12 exhibitions in 1990. In the fall, Martina and I 

to talk about the rallies I'm watching. First of all, as went to Japan for a bit. (I’m now playing with the 

a player, I trusted my instincts; I didn’t have to Wilson Profile racket. I hated it in the beginning but 

rationalize what I was going to do on each point. 1 like it now.) And as if that’s not enough^ Fve got 10 

What makes it even tougher is that some players contracts and have to make public appearances for 

think three shots ahead, and in order to talk about each. 

strategy and working a point, I have to put a lot Yes, it’s been busy, but I think the first year after 

more thought into it. any top player retires is gfoing to be busy. Two or 

The same goes for doing interviews, which has three years down the road I’ll have maybe one-half 
always been difficult for me. I was never one who or one-quarter of the workload. That realization has 

liked asking people for favours. If Martina has a made my transition into retirement easier, 

tough match and NBC wants an interview, 1 feel 1 think I’ve learned a couple of things now. like 

awkward because she’s my friend and my loyalties how you treat people on the way up comes back to 

are to both my job and my friendship. 1 think the you when you retire. 1 see how selfish and isolated 

older players understand my position. Some of the an athlete must be to excel. When everything is 

younger ones have more difficulty. wonderful and you’re winning matches and on top 

I didn’t have problems working in Paris last year of the world, you’ve still got to treat people well. I’ve 

because physically and mentally, 1 had put the also learned that everybody has to retire sooner or 

French Open behind me. Watching Steffi and later—it’s not a crime and it’s not the end of the 

Monica, I was really glad I wasn’t out there. But world. 

once I got to Wimbledon, I found 1 missed playing on 1 think it’s too soon for people to treat me 

Centre Court. 1 was very nostalgic at the final, differently; I’m sure that will change two or three 

especially when I saw how the draw opened up after years from now. Believe it or not. though, some 

Steffi lost to Zina Oarrison. The pangs were short people still think I’m playing on the tour. When 1 

lived, though, once Istarted thinking rationally went to New York last August, the bellman at the 

again. hotel wished me luck at the Open.# 




ChMitn-D NHB 1990 


At the 

National Housing Bank, 
we have a mission to 
aca)mplish. 

To help make every 
Indian’s onee-in a lifeime 
dream come true. 

A dream of a house 
of one’s own. 

An induing diallei^ 

NHB was thas bean of a 
commitment to the housing 
needs of an entire nation. 
Two years ago. 

As a wholly-cjwned 
.subsidiary of the Reserve 
Bank of India. 

An apex institution to 
promote, strengthen and 
support the cx)untry’s housing 
finance system. 

Working towards the goal 
of “Shelter For All”. With the 
motto “Small Man First”. 

'Hie task before us is truly 
stupendous. 

What with a colossal 
shortage of housing. Scarce 
buildable land Esc^ting 
construction cx)sts. And 
housing beccxning 
incTcasingly unaflFordable fex- 
a laige segment of cxir 
population. 



Nfaking shelter possible cmi 
this scale Is a daunting 
challenge. 

But for NHB’s band of 
dedicated professionals — 

drawn fix)m various . L f ome 

ciisciplines—it is the life-force 

of their mission. most privilet 

A dedicated commitment ^ 

NHB’s flagship programme 
— the unique Home Loan 
Account Scheme — is a 
reflecticxi of that armmitment. | 

A scheme that makes i 

I 

owning a house a possibility 
for every Indian. 

But NHB Is also promoting 
the cause of hcuising in other 
ways. 

By refinancing loans to 
individuals through banks, 
housing finance companies 
and axrperative instituticxis. 

Facilitating project loans for 
land development to public 
agencies, professional 
developers and cxxrperatives. 

Supporting rental housing 
projects. 

Assisting building material 
industries. 

In feet, NHB has already 
disbursed over Rs. 320 
acres. To help provide 
shelter to over one lakh 
thirty thousand femilies. 

Our sights are set even 
higher in the years to come. 

On the long journey ahead 
that we are determine 
to complete. 


Housing for millions.We’re making it happen. 



ificiaries have only a dream in their pockets. 
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ZEESHAN AU .Great 
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Once India’s 


gieat hope, 


Zeeshan All 


is not running 


out of time, 


but answers 


in Calcutta, a young 
man walks the 
tightrope between 
winners and losers, 
searching hard for 
that balance of talent, 
the nerve, the 
strength, to take him 
across 
















T hrough time, through change, sport has retained one 
significant characteristic; it is cruel. 

It is not a business of forgiveness and compassion. It does 
not appreciate pain and despair. It embraces winners with a 
smile, a million dollar contract and a promise for fame. It 
shuns losers with a cold, distanced stare and a silence. It is 
often not about people, but numbers—in tennis, rankings and money. If it 
gives too freely, it takes away too abruptly. And there is only one 
password into the realm of success - talent. Talent is both innate and 
acquired and does not merely encompass playing skills. Indeed, it is an 
amalgam of motivation, fitness, athleticism, racket skills, desire, 
aggression and fearlessness. Very rarely is a player successful without 
these requirements. 

And so, in Calcutta, a young man walks this tightrope between winners 
and losers, searching hard for that balance of talent, the nerve, the 
strength, to take him across. Zeeshan Ali, once No. 126 in the world and 
now No. 550 may not be running out of time, but answers. 

Only 21, it is too early, too premature, to hastily consign Zeeshan into 
the past. “I don’t think it’s too late”, he asserts, “Fm not going to be a 
journeyman. 1 mean I see guys at 3? losing in the first round of a satellite 
toui*nament and that's no life”. 

Yet, at 21, each successive year makes it increasingly difficult for 
Zeeshan to start afresh and carve out some reputation for himself on the 
international circuit. 

‘T’m disappointed m myself*, he says with disarming honesty, “in the 


ZEESHMI IS m OMeER OFlfiUMIIIIfi IIK 
'numt THERE' MAN. ON fflE rRHNiE OF 
BREAKING THROOGH, UNSURE OF WHAT HE 
ISUCKIIIB.TODOIT 


sense that I have not achieved the goals I set” 

Why? 

He thinks ruefully, trying to match words to his thoughts and says, “I 
guess it comes down to confidcuce". 

It IS not difficult to find a compassion for him, for the last 12 months 
have been a waking nightmare. His ranking plumetted, his back ("my first 
major injury”) gave way necessitating months ofanactivity; his main 
contract with sponsoi’ Mcleod Russel is expiring (he deserves another); 
and with the emergence of Leander Paes (jt is good for me^ his status as 
India’s rising hope has begun to gather rust. 

“It bothered me mentally”, he explained about the injury, “because I was 
thinking ‘what the hell, I’ve practiced so hard*. But then 1 thought of guys 
like Pat Cash, who’ve had so many injuries, and said, okay things arent 
that bad. Okay, I’m nothing compared to him but still,. 

Yet, beyond the injury, India’s four^time national champion, and 
strokemaker of impressive fluidity, knows that his on-court performances 
have been rarely heartening. He says he looks at the Top 100 ranking list 
and sees names that he has beaten, yet he knows not why he is not there 
himself. He is in danger of becoming the ‘almost thc^re’ man, on the fringe 
of breaking through, yet confused, unsure of what ne is lacking, to do it. 

Although he had a wonderful wir- over Slobodan Zivojinovic on grass at 
Beckenham, Zeeshan’s 1990 is best reflected by his experiences in the 
Grand Prix qualifying rounds. In six such tournaments, he lost in the 
final qualifying round of five. Significantly, usually in the third set 
tie-break. And this to players such as Todd Woodbridge and Nicholas 
'Periera. no mean talents. 








Zeeshan, the 1987 
model, exuberant, 
exhultant 


Yet, if there is a solace in having^ g^ot so close, there is the niggling 
question of why he did not get through. There is no such thing as losing 
with honour—losing can never be qualified. 

“Perhaps I had lost the aggression**, admits Zeeshan. “because a year 
back I would have never lost a tie-breaker. Then after losing third set 
tie-breakers in a few Grands Prix, when the situation arose again, I would 
think maybe I’m going to lose it again. Maybe I lacked the confidence to 
pull it thrpugh”. 

One answer is, of course, not to get into such a situation in the first 
place, 'the second is, if you do, you need the edge, that winning attitude, to 
get you through. Zeeshan has often been accused of lacking this, and 
again despite his candidness, his confusion is evident. 

“I've always been mentally tough. But maybe I didn’t have that extra 
thing at 6-6 in the third set. But maybe it was tactics. Yes, I think it was 
tactics, you know playing the wrong shot at the wrong time’*. 

Maybe you’re timid? 

“No, Tm not timid, no way”. 

In his strokeplay toc3, Zeeshan has become inhibited and it was fellow 
player S. Vasudevan who mentioned, “He had so many shots when he was 
young, now he doesn’t use them". 

Zeeshan agret^s: “Vasu is right. In India I was winning by just pushing 
the ball, taking no chances, so 1 thought I could do it all the time and get 
away with it. Recently I sa w video tapes of my earlier mat.ches and then of 
my recent matches and there is a difference .. .I’m not doing enough with 
the ball". 


IF IK IS TO BE UP THERE IN THE TOP 100 
UST WHERE HE THINKS HE BELONOS, HE 
MUST FIND WITHIN HIM A NEW RAGE. TO 

WIN 


Having identified some areas of weakness, Zeeshan asserts that he has 
made a renewed committment to himself and his game. “I can't let the past 
stop me... it's over. I'm thinking differently now. to the future. I've made 
up my mind. I've given myself a period to achieve certain goals (both of 
which he will not specify). And when I set a goal I always go through with 
it”. 

What then is he going to do? 

“I’m going to work very hard. I’m going to kill myself in practice 
(earlier he mentioned that ‘perhaps I took things things easy when I was 
No. 126.') I’m going to give it 100% and if I do that and I know my game 
is good enough how will he (his opponent) beat me?” 

If these are committments that Zeeshan has made before, it does not 
matter, for in the end he is answerable only to himself. His, is the face in 
the mirror every morning 

Yet, despite his impressive intentions, there is the fear that Zeeshan has 
missed something when he adds, “I’m not going to think I should not lose. 
If I lose I will go back and try harder”. 

Of course he will lose some, but perhaps what Zeeshan requires is the 
belief that he should not. That he can’t. 

However much he expands his stroke repertoii'e, however diligently he 
practices, there will be others who do the same. Often, the man who wins is 
the one with the greatei- desire. 

Zeeshan Ali has the elegance, the shots, the courtcraft, but if he is to be 
up there in that Top 100 list where he thinks he belongs, he must find 
within him a new rage. To win. It is a question to which only he can 
provide an answer. 

RohItBrilnath 



Stop forward into zenkutsu- 
dachi and delivar a four-finger 
atrike with the right hand 





Swing the left 
leg behind you and 
turn 27ir, performing 
a mawaahi-uki 
aa you go into a left 
kokutau-dachi (Inaet) 


KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY 



C ONTINUING with 
the kata, move into 
zenkutsU’dachi 
and deliver a lower 
you-n ukite (four-finger 
strike) with the right 



hand, the left hand ' 
supporting it from 
underneath. Now swing 
the left leg out behind 
you and turn 270® so 
that you’re facing right 
again. As you complete 
the turn, go into left 
kokutsu-dachi and 
perform a mawashi-uki 
with the left hand. 
Follow this by moving 
your right leg forward 
and facing 45® to your 
right and your right 
hand performs a 
mawashi-vki. 

By ShivajI Ganguly 

KyoKu&hinkBikan karate 
PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALIA 


I Step forward to a 45” 

angle on your right and 
perform a right mawaahi-uki 











T HERE’S an old saying: 

—among the blind, an 
one-eyed is king. Quite 
an apt description of the 
way the Santosh Trophy 
is behaving these days. 

In a sea of mediocrity, the slightly 
better equipped Maharashtra 
team became the ‘champions of the 
country’. And mediocrity was no 
better exposed as in the team that 
finished runners-up. It was as if 
the referee had said 'Let Kerala be 
in the final' and Kerala were. That 
was the amount of honesty the 
gentlemen in black had shown. 
Not that Kerala are the 
greenhorns in the football 
scenario, but the national 
runners-up tag should have been 
attached to a team that deserved 

Md Quadeer foils a Swapan Pal 
attempt In the semis. Bengal lost to 
Maharashtra 





SANTOSH TROPHY 
FOOTBALL 


MAHARASHTRA’S TRIUMPH 


MOMENT 
OF TRUTH 
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The jubilant Maharashtra team with 
the Santosh Trophy . 

it. Kerala reached the final, but 
they hardly deserved it. Beng^al, 
the ‘K’iants’ of Indian football, 
suffered constipated progress and 
somehow managed to make the 
semi-final grade where they were 
dispatched by Maharashtra. 
Overall, the last of the great 
under-23 national meet 
experiments, can be best 
forgotten. Indian football has not 
benfited by it. If any, the fate of 
the sport has only gone worse. 

Landlcxiked Palakkad is 
Kerala's hottest zone and 
therefore the Nationals should not 
have been held there at all. And if 
the All India Foottjall Federation 
ca/*ed two brass farthings as to the 
well-being of its players, it rightly 
deserved the mediocre fare that 
was dished out in Palakkad 
(formerly Palghat). The 
authorities did not bother to 
provide the players with any 
respite. The championship was 
scheduled at a place where the 
voltage in the evenings was so 


low, one couldn’t even switch on 
neon lamps, forget the high power 
halogen lamps that would have 
had been required for night 
matches. 

And, add to that the chaos that 
was created with the federation 
restricting the meet to players 
under 23. The hosts complained 
against almost all the teams in the 
fray. The others complained 
against each other. And this is 
what one had to say: “If 
everything were proved and 
everybody suspended, there 
would be no need of the 
tournament. The winners of the 
trophy would be decided off the 
field. Who needs the crowd, who 
needs all the setup‘s And who 
needs the football?” 

The final was a strange affair. 
Kerala, with their outdated mode 
of attack, which, was attractive to 
the eye, though, hoped to take on 
a team that wanted to fight the 
second half on the energy of the 
hosts’ first half enterprise. The 
Kerala boys ran and ran. The 
M^d]Lara8htralK>ys simply cut 






The Unholy Alliance 


M bG.SUVARNA, 
the referee 
from Maharashtra, 
has become famous for 
his giving a clean chit 
to a Mohun 
Ba^an-Mohammedan 
Sportiner Airlines Gold 
Gup match in Calcutta 
(to oust PSCB) when all 
concerned, inoludins' 
the players and certain 
officials of the two 
clubs had conceded 
that they had “fixed” 
the match for their 
benefit. The Indian 
Football Association 
decided not to Mlow 
Suvarha to o^iciate 
any match in Calcutta. 

But what made the 
organisers select 
Suvarna for this 
crucial match? The 
official reason is that 
he was the only Fifa 
badge-holding referee 
in the meet. There are 


two strange things 
about this. First, how 
can the national 
championship jbe held 
with only one 
Fifa-badge referee on 
the panel? And 
secondly, how can a 
referee, who can 
almost never keep 
within the requisite 
15-20 yards cU* the ball, 
manage to keep the 
Fifa badge'and pass 
the compulsory Cooper 
Test prior to the meet? 
If one considers the 
way Suvarna went 
about his work on the 
field—panting his way 
up to the spot of action 
to find that the ball had 
by then already shifted 
to the other side of the 
grround—it was 
surprising that the 
organisers even 
allowed him anywhere 
near the field. 


Tljie unofficial (tmd 
nev^ spoken of) 
reason, was however, 
soDik very clear. The 
Ben^l players had 
been playing well and 
in the eighth minute a 
Samar Mazumder 
free-kick fix>m near the 
edge of the box went 
high to near the 
dead-ball line to the 
left. Kuljit controlled 
well to put life back 
into the ball at the 
goalmouth and Ranjif 
Saha finished the job 
with elan. Kerala 
struck back, as 
expected, and tackles 
were getting tougher, 
not exactly rougher. 
But Kiiyit failed to 
control himself and 
got himself booked on 
flimsy grounds. The 
Suvarna era had 
started. Off one of the 
several attacks that 


Kerala mounted aftcn* 
the goal, a P,S. 
Asheem initiative 
moved into the Bengal 
box. Samar, Ekijit 
Dutta and Hehmatulah 
Khan duly tackled the 
attacker, all above 
board affairs. Not only 
was the tackle from the 
fi:ont, the beUl (and not 
the leg) was aimed at, 
and Asheem even 
managed to clear the 
hurdle before 
tripping on a diving 
goalkeeper Sudipto 
Chakraborty and 
falling. 

Mr Suvarna, as 
usual, was way back, 
laboriously making 
his way up to the 
frontline. He arrived at 
the scene, and it took 
him several seconds to 
take in the scene. He 
pointed to the spot. 

Had it been a clear case 
of a foul in the box, Mr 
Suvarna should not 
have hesitated a 








Mohd. SC’s VIjaykumar (right) and Bagan’$ SIshir Ghosh shake hands 
before the imfamous Airlines tie which was superivised by Suvarna 


second to order a 
penalty shot. And 
when he was nowhere 
near the scene of 
action it is difficnilt 
assuming that he 


clearly saw what 
transpired. 

I.M. Vijayan 
converted the penalty. 
Kerala put through 
two more to make the 


issue safe. But before 
that, Kuljit again lost 
his temper and let out 
a string of abuTOs. The 
red card was only 
waiting fcnr him. 


Bengal were down to 
ten xn€m befcmthe 
second half hAd 
started. 

When this . 
oorrespbndent asked 
Suvarna after the 
match as to what made 
him order ths penalty» 
the referee,in police 
escort, said: ^There 
was a tripping in the 
box.” “Who tripped 
who?”I don’t know. “ 
You would at least 
know the chest 
niunbers of the players 
involved? “I don’t know 
who.” That zhakes one 
feel Suvarna had 
actually assumed that 
there had been an 
intentional tripping in 
the box. 

The Goans, in the 
other group, went 
from strength to 
strength, finishing 
second with six points 
from four matches, 
only because they 
wanted to. 

SulMBIiar 


them down in tlieir defence zone 
Sometimes, the attention wavered, 
and Maharashtra too mounted 
offensives. Shanta Kumar struck 
early in the second half and that 
was that. The winners of the 
trophy had been decided How 
much football was played will 
never be asked. 

Ten teams, divided into two 
groups, went to war. Group A 
comprised Goa, Maharashtra.. 
Assam, Punjab and Karnataka. 
Group B had Kerala, Bengal, 
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh In the 
first match, expectedly, MP 
accounted for UP 3-0. But the 
team Punjab fielded in the next 
match versus Karnataka, 
surprised all. The under-23 
pre-requisite had left at home all 
the stars. And Kuljit Singh was 

Technical director Josef Gelel 
patiently hears Goa coach Peter 
Vales whHe Mario Soares and 
Bruno Coutinho look on 


playing for Bengal, and Inder 
Singh’s son Ilarjinder was yet to 
grow up. Karnataka beat them 3-1 
and Punjab were from then, 
destined to be among the also 
rails. That is what happens when 
a national championship is 
s t rai tj acketed. 

Then Bengal came into the 
scene In their first match, versus 
a lowly UP, a goalless draw 
ensued. It was a shame for a state 
which has emerged triumphant 
on more occasions in the national 
jneet (23 times) than all the other 
states of the country put together. 

Karnataka chalked out their 
second win in as many matches 
the clay after when they accounted 
for Assam 1 -O. Assam coach Md 
Latif said: “The state is in 
disoi-der. It is difficult to get good 
players to come and play. With 
trouble everywhere, no incentive 
seems to be big enough. 1 have to 
make do with whatever I get.” 

In Madhya Pradesh, there is a 


fine mixture of players who have, 
at one time or othei-, played in 
first or second, or even third 
division clubs in Calcutta. Limited 
success at those clubs have forced 
them out of the state, and lo! They 
not only manage a place in the MP 
state team, but also give off 
performances that put the Bengal 
stais in disarray. Waking up from 
theii*drowsy start, Bengal 
somehow managed a one-goal win 
over MP. 

Assam got the better of Punjab 
2-1 before the ultimate 
champions, Maharashtra, came 
onto the scene and managed a 
low-key 1-1 draw with Karnataka. 
Then came reigning champions 
Goa. Assam were despatched 
with a 4-0 defeat, their star striker 
Bruno Coutinho scoring a 
hattrick, the first and only of the 
meet. 

It was MP again, who came up 
against Kerala in the hosts' first 
match. And the hosts were held 







Kerala's second goal against Goa 
in the semifinat 

^foalless Tho tournament, had 
starteci to show the medioonty 
that had dissembled. The crowds 
did not like what the\y saw in their 
Icxjal lier-oos They dr^caded to stay 
out. The org'anisers were in a fix 
Then Beu^al beat Aiidhi a Pradesh 
1 -O and Kerala beat UP 'l-O to 
bririff ba-ck scant? of the spec?tators 
who had loft 

Then, slowly started those 
off-turf calculations wliicjh more 
often than not decide how the ball 
should move cm the tui f Kerala 
were meeting: Bong:al to decide tlie 
ci'ucial issue of who could g'o into 
the semi-finals from group B. 
“This will lie the final, ’ said one 
member c^f the organising 
committee. And the hosts were 
prepared for it. They selected M. 

G. Suvarna of Maharashtra as 
referee for the Kerala-Bengal 
match. And obviously Bengal lost 
and Kei aia finished on top of their 
group (see box). 

The Goans, in the other group, 
went from strength to strength, 
finishing second with six points 
from four matches, only because 
they wanted to. The Maharashtra 


victory over Goa. which put 
Maharashtra on top of the group 
with seven points, was somehow 
expected. Not only did they throw 
out Karnataka, on live points, but 
also let Goa mejet Kerala in the 
semi-finals. Bengal wore the 
stronger adversaries, the Goans 
felt They also earned themselves 
a day's rest in the prcxjcss, having 
to play only in the second 
semi-final. 

Bengal entered the semi-final 
too, as AP almost gave away their 
match to Kerala. Somewhere, 
there was this feeling that the 
wheeling dealing hacl been gone 
through. ‘Fixed’ matches have 
become strategy, and neither the 
organisers, nor the federation 
officials seem to take notice. 

Shaiita Kumar of Maharashtra 
accounted for Bengal, the lucky 
aemi-finalists. Coach Subhas 
Bhowmick believed his boys lost 
out on morale. However, 

Mahai ashtra coach Derrick D ’ 
Souza’s strategy of playing the 
4-4-2 system to advantage, paid 
off. Maharashtra’s was the 
thickest defence line in the meet. 
And the Goans put themselves 
out. They started off with their 


rtise^rve goalkeeper and a couple of 
non-regular defenders, and by the 
time their regular goalkeepf?r 
could w'arm up and come in, their 
reserve iiad coiiocdod three goals. 

n’he match was interesting in 
that there were seven goals scored 
in the first half itself. It says 
reams about the great forwai-cl 
line that the Goans liave, with 
Bruno Couthilio the spearhead. In 
tho second half, hoiVever, Goa 
failed to produce their first half 
foi'm and lost their crown. 

'J’he Maharashtra-Kerala final 
went the way it should have. 
Kerala have a rather primitive 
way of inciting attacks. They were 
easily contained by the thick 
Maharashtra defence. And the 
weak Kerala defence showed up 
clear as Shanta Kumar struck 
home the winner. 

It was Maharashtra’s third win. 
They first won in 1953, as 
Bombay, then as Maharashtra in 
1963. Both times in Madras. In 
1953 Derrick D’Souza's brother, 
Neville, had scored the winner, in 
’63 it was Derrick. This time as 
coach. Quite a family affair. 

SuJItBliar^P^Mdfad 
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AIRLINES GOLD CUP FOOTBALL 


PK^S PARTING 
GIFT TO BAGAN 


i T was PK Banerjee's 
parting* grift. A 
“Valuable" g*ift 
coming in the last 
days of the 1990-91 
season which saved 
Mohun Bagan falling* 
from grace, especially at 
a time when the club’s 
image took a big jolt due 
to internal rumblings. 
But in the midst of an 
apparent euphoria there 
was the nagging feeling 
that It was a case of 
minimum achievements 
(two titles) for an 
enui’mous price (several 
lakhs of rupees to the 
players). 

Yet this relieving 
triumph in the absence 
of triple ci own winners 
and reigning cliampions 
East Bengal was no 


great, shakes. But then 
for academic interest it 
was Bagp-n’s only 
knockout tournament 
victory this season. But 
let the recoi’ds show that 
Bagan provided a 2-0 
win over Tata Football 
Academy in the final at 
the Flast Bengal ground. 
This was the first time in 
six editions that the 
final was not a 
all-Calcutta affair. 

Again had PR's team 
lost to the TFA 
boys—who htid actually 
shown glimpses of being 
able to win the final, 
especially ih the first 
session—the Bagan 
technical director would 
have bade goodbye to the 
Calcutta maidan with a 
bitter memory PKhas 


put aside local coaching 
for a iuor6i 
ambitious—and 
lucrative programme 
awaiting him at 
Janishedpar, c*ourleay 
TaUis. He will soon 
become the new TFA 
technical director after 
relinquishing his job in 
the Railways. 

PK had always shown 
the desire to train 
talented boys. And a 
person like him will only 
be too glad to groom the 
junior prodigies; 
especially at a time when 
the so-called stars of 
Calcutta have become 
indifferent, inconsistent 
and suffer from the lack 
of time grit...and 
motivation. Yes it is a 
good decision PK has 


taken after two decades 
of coaching at the club 
and national level. It is 
with a certain amount of 
pride that he bids 
farewell to Calcutta 
soccer. 

Bagan. it would have 
been noticed last season, 
had done atrociously in 
all-India tournaments 
whenever PK was 
absent: be it in the 
Dui’and or the 
Federation Cup. Not that 
PK can claim Bagan 
performed farely well In 
the Airlines Cup 
although the club won 
it His players knew 
only too well that this 
four-team competition 
played in the round 
robin league would 
automatically qualiftr 







for the semis. The idea of 
having four teams 
playing: a league and all 
four going through to 
the semis was not only a 
waste of time but also 
was not conducive to 
producing good soccer. 

For all its sleek 
organisation the 
Airlines Cup which is 
already on the down 
swing failed to attract 
public response: one 
doubts if 11,000 turned 
up for the matches in as 
many days. It was all too 
obvious that the more 
distinguished East 
Bengal’s absence robbed 
whatever little charm 
remained of the meet. 
And the sultry weather 
fluctuating between 
36-38 d(?greos Celsius 
was another factor for 
the tournament being 
almost a no-show. 


M D. Habib’s TPA boys 
came to Calcutta to 
gain experience. They 
displayed good moves, 
passes, tackles, 
penetration but their 
finish was poor 
although in the league 
match versus Boi’der 
Security P'orce they 
scored twice. In a match 
in which BSP's 
Jagmohan Singh should 
have been given 
marching orders for 
dangerously booting 
Gautam Ghosh whose 
speed and body feint is 
superb The Tata lads 
went down 2-3 Besides 
Ghosh, Swapan Dey, 

Ahmed, Aloke Das. 
Kabui, Chandan Dey 
and Litto (who had to be 
hospitalised due to a 
concussion sustained in 
the match against 


. Mohammedaa 
are great potential. They 
had llnished runners-up 
in the Nizan Gold Cup at 
Hyderabad. A team 
neyertobe 

underestimated, in the 
last IFA Shield match 
against East Bengal, 
they taught us how 
effective it is to be 
groomed under modern 
techniques. 

Though TFA lost all 
their league' matches in 
the Airlines Cup, the 
boys didn’t show.any 
signs of sagging 
confidence. They are 
fighters, as was evident 
in their semi-final match 



TFA defender Aloke Oes 
who won the best player 
of the meet, gets the 
better of Mohd. SCs 
Christopher Kern 


agkinsjt which they 
won by a lone goal. It 
was only tb4gri0y 
oondltiono in the finiij 
that the Tata boys fouiUd 
unbearable. 

The more mature 
,Bagan played 
themselves into the filial 
only in the tatter half* 
Out-of-form and 
perhaps in his twilight 
days as a striker Sishir 
Ghosh, without any 
effort headed in the 
winner, thanks to some 
inspired wing play by 
substitute Sudip 
Chakraborty. who also 
did the spadework for 
veteran Subrata 
Bhattacharya to add 
another goal. TFA went 
back with The l^eleffraph 
trophy not in the least 
bit disheartened, 

IfBagan btokea 
drought then it hasn’t 
been a good year at all 
for Mohammedan SC. 
They participated in this 
tournament merely to. 
earn some money to 
meet arrears and 
hopefully to try and win 
at least one trophy. But 
all their efforts came to 
nought. They scored two 
goals in the tournament, 
both by Nigerians 
Christopher Kem and 
Chibuzor. Their only 
consolation was that 
they beat the ultimate 
winners in the league 
but lost to Bagan in the 
semis. This is all they 
had to tell the 
members.. .and the 
showcase still remains 
empty. 

The fourth team in the 
meet, BSF'journeyed 
back home with one 
consolation: Darbara 
Singh was lop scorer 
with three goals. But 
what consolation the 
organisers derived from 
this medicore 
tournament, is hard to 
tell! 

Stibiuislili^rcar 






Woria Enterprise Yachting Regatta: Indian pair beats the\ 


I 


AME Luck was 
very much on 
the side of the 
Indian Navy 
duoof Lt. 
Farokli 
and his crew 
Lt. Kelly Rao, when they 
took on the mig’ht of 
Hiittania's fancied 
sailors to emei’ge 
triumphant with the tag 
World Champions by 
topping the 51 -strong 


Just visualis^this 
scenario on the fifth day 
of the six-day. six-race 
series. Tarapore and 
Rao, after having two 
firsts and a Becohd 
position in the first 
three races, were trying 
hard to overcome the 
disappointment of 
coming 15th in the 
fourth race, despite the 
prospect of another 
'team racing' tactic as 


wihdward and gybe 
marks, with an upwind 
leg finish to the 
windward mark called 
the beat—in short a 
ten-lap affair) the 
Indians were trailing 
eighth, two places 
behind their closest 
rivalSyEstaugh and 
Service with the 
Pakistanis, Lt. Mamoon 
Sadiq and Lt. Javed 
Rasool. at the helm of 



fleet in the Modi Xerox 
World Enterprise 
Yachting Regatta, 
recently held off the 
Bombay harbour, 

That the ultimate 
margin of victory was 
no more than 0.25 
points is as much an 
indication of the 
closeness of the contest, 
especially between the 
Indian combine and the 
British runuers'up 
Richard Estaugh and 
Andy Service, as the 
part played by Lfidy 
Luck in the final 
analysis. ‘ 


Indian World Enterprise 
champions, Lt, Parokh 
Tarapore and his crew Lt. 
Kelly Rao, flanked by 
family members, Mrs. 
tarapore, left and 
Rao's father, right 


was employed by tlie 
British in the previous 
i*ace 

At the completion of 
the first triangle (each 
race was fought over 
three triangles, formed 
by the leeward. 


the bunch. 

The order was the 
same at the conclusion 
of the second triangle 
except that Estaugh and 
Service Imd moved into 
the third position. 
Tarapore and Rao were 
unable to improve their 
final finishing position 
by more than one pla^ e. 
At t he same lime they 
watched helplessly as 
Estaugh and Service 
moved past 

fellow-Britons Vincent 
Horey and Peter Rowley 
to clicth the second 
position and surged 


the overall standings. 

At the end of the race, ^ 
in which the Indians 
employed the unusual 
.prqqeduye pf using the 
jib-stick (which is the 
rod joining the smaller 
of the two sails to the 
mast) on the leeward 
side, the Indian pair 
faced a protest from two 
British pairs—which did 
not include Estaugh and 
Service- and lodged a 
counter-protest for 
‘intimidation' against 
the British for verbally 
telling the Indians to 
stop the Illegal' usage of 
the jib-stick 

The situation changed 
dramatically for the 
Indians who moved up 
to the fifth place in the 
race, which put them 
2 V4 penalty points ahead 
of the leading British 
pair of Estaugh-Service. 

The Indians promptly 
dropped their protest 
which was reciprocated 
by the British pairs. 

If this was not luck 
then what followed for 
the Indians on the final 
day, could not be termed 
anything else. For the 
third day running a 
Pakistani pair, this time 
Beijing Asiad gold 
medallist Munir Sadiq 
and crew Iftikhar Yosuf, 
was leading the way 
with Estaugh and 
Service close on the 
Pakistanis heels. 

Tarapore and Rao, 
who were hopelessly ' 
traili ng at 12th place in 
light wind conditions of 
7 to 10 knots, made a 
determined effort and ; 
passed quite a few boater ’ 
on t he second leg to the 
gybe mark to be seventy . 

when fortune smiletl on' ' 
them. 

The British duo of 
Mark Lunn and Paul 
Aldred, which was just 


INDFAlf 
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ZlmbabiM's 
tMm of Louise 
Fernsftdes and cr^ 
Cathrtn Brabner (in die 
forefront) with their boat. 

ahead of the Indians, 
was unable to control its 
boat in strong tides and 
consequently touched 
the mark while trying to 
round it and incurred 
the penalty for doing 
so—a 720 degree turn 
on own axis—to fall 
behind, 

Tarapore and Rao, 
who were sixth then, 
continued to maintain 
their position till 
another similai' offence 
committed at the same 
mark during the second 
triangle by Vincent 
Horey and Peter Rowley 
(Britain) enabled them to 
inch forward to the fifth 
position just behind 
compatriots Jimmy 
Un walla and Zarir 
Karanjia. 

The Indians, sensing 
the god-sent 
opportunity, 
outstripped the 
XJnwalla-Karanjia pair 
soon afterwards before 
finishing fourth behind 
Munir Sadiq-Iftikhar 
•Yosuf, Estaugh-Service 
and Keith WiJson-John 
Horey. 

It was no wonder 
when the 30-year-old 
Tarapore. a medallist at 
the last three Asian 
Games including a gold 
in the 1932 Games 
hosted by India, said 
after his triiomph, *‘This 
is not the first time 1 
have won a regatta due 
ito luck. You need it to 
win any regatta as it 
definitely plays a major 
role”. 

Srinifn/Bembay 

MAHARAJA fEATUSES 


IMAILBAGI 


i Pride Of Haiyana 

I - 

H aving resided in 

Chriiidi^virh for almost two 
decadus. I'm proud of Kapil 
IW (born and broug’ht up 
I in Gliandif^arh) till-' Haryana 
^■apta 1 n. for havin^‘ offered to 
withdraw hi.s team from the Hanji 
I touriiamont This will enable'the 
; teams from Dellii ai\d Punjab to 
• play in the knockout rounds for 
the North Zone. A few years a^*o. 

! a/ 4 *a.inst Sri Lanka in Cuttack. 

I Kapil Oev offered his ‘Man Of the 
I Match' award to Jhlip 
i Ven^-sarkar, wlio rt?lt that ho 
I deserved t he award What a 
i spoi tsm an' 11 o s u re 1 y deso rves t he 
Padma Bhusan that was i t?c*ently 
j cxHiferred on him 
j ARVIND a HI I AG WAT, 

I Horn buy. 

\ Dream Come True — 

B engal cimchitiR: the> title 

from Karnataka in the rec’cntly 
! ooncludod Kanji Trophy was a 
1 dream come true Srikanl Kalyani 
; and Snehasisli Gaii^uly sliould be 
I applauded for tlif'ir hcM'oic deeds 
I It was a match that thi' periple of 
i Rouf^al will cherish for some timi^ 

I to come 

I KAUSHIK MAJUMDAH, 

j 

Superb mmmmmmammmmmm 

T HK issue dated (y 12 March. '91 
liiid some rtvilly interesting^ 
features Patrick F]a|>ars 
j photographs in the issue, 

I specially the one of 
i Matthew'S, was real m’(K)d It 
: ix'quires the ^^’enius of a master 
1 photofj'i aphor like Patrick Kag-ar 
I to capture I hat rai*e moment of 
I photof:;Taphic excellence The 
j articlf' ‘Ml’ Indisputable’ on Joao 
j 1 lavelan^e wits also g'ood reading*. 

! The way, thf* 75-year-old 
j disciplinarian wields author*ity in 
i t li(i soec-er world us commendable. 

} And lo top it all w<' liad the well 
written article on 1’ T. Usha. This 
1 gtH.'s without saying that we do 
} muss her at the trai'ks Keep up 
j thegtxxl work, iruvs 
I AliTnAMlSmiA,^ 
j Cuttack 

_ . 



Monica Seles: the new No. 1 


state Of Decline ——— 

I T was a real shock ti^ rt'ad about 
Steffi Gral relinquishing hei* 
w'orld No I t It le to MonK:a SeU's 
Thus (;ameas a shock becansf' 
Sti'fti had a hold on tht' title for a 
rec(U*d 18 dw'(M*ks Ontheotliei' 
hand Monica, now t.liatsht' istht' 


maU lu's t houg h not vt'rv 
publicused, was nevt'i t heless very 
fasciiiat ing- 

Ht'ckei-and MdbiM'g*. will 
i foiiliiuie toentlii-aII tennis fans 
i tor .somt‘t line Id (•( ime and hi're's 
j washing't luan ail t lu‘ best 
i HS VISWANATH. 

I Huiifiy.ihyri* 


youngest gii’l to l)ecj)me the No 1 
has a lot to prove Stc'ffi s graph is 
surely on t ht'det'hne Slu'Irist all 
three rnatdu's to Sahatini. m their 
last three iniifitings Let's hope 
lliat Steffi overcomes her . 
problems and oni'i' again makes it 
haf‘k to t he No 1 spot 
SUnUATSAMAL. 

Burlu 


Fascinating! 


1 IE (.‘over sti^ry on Boris Btjckm* 
and Stefan Edberg by Rohit 
Hrijnath ( 6-12 March. ' 91 ) was 
indeed a masterpiece It was as 
fastnnating; a.s their duels. Thus 
boug ht back rnemonos of the 
Hoad and Rose wall duels Their 


Gladdening! 


S UHHASFi AGHAWALS 
tnumpli in t lu' National 
snookt'r at C'alciitta was 
hrai*t(Mnng news Hus ability to 
g'o in for tlie hig hi't'aks. is 
what made Inm a cliamj:noiu While 
oth(M*s had to struggle to make it 
to the knoekout stage, Agrawal 
jiusl stea,mrolled the opposition 
a.nd enlist'd through, to clinch the 
t itie IK* t r‘uly dosor vtxl L<*t s hop(.' 
that thus win gives Agra.wiiJ the 
necessary inspiration to win other 
tournaments that is 
participating in 
RHINIVAS N YA PA TIIY, 
RujHhrnundry 



A coirect ion 

hi Rhju Mukherji'sarticle "Quotient"(Spc)rL<iworld 19March) the 
new quotient formula should have been Y X mid B A, and not the other 
way round as was mentioned in the copy. The en'or is ivffietted. 







ROUNDUP 


C'AI.CUTTA 


State Twiis 


A t 29, Ennco Pi porno is not cinly 
8-year-oldor than Zeoshan Ah,* 
he has also not beaten Ah in the 
past five years. One would behove 
that Zeeshan is upwardly mobile 
and that Piperno is winding' up 
his career. By that logic Ali, 
considering his form in the? 
tournament thus far, should have 
thrashed Piperno in the Bengal 
State final as he is wont to do 
Only one pr'oblom; Ennoo Piperno 
IS totally, absolutely and 
eornpleh^ly unconcerned with 
logic 1 le has al ways been crafty, 
and now he hcis found the physical 
strength to carry out his plans Tie 
demonstrated this perfedly in the 
finals, destroying Zt?cshan G-TT, 
li-l, leaving theci-owd with their 
mouths open 

Zeeshan. he knows, is proiit* to 

All winners at the Stale tennis 
championships: (From left): En¬ 
rico Piperno, Manisha Mehta, 
Saurav Panja, and R. Ramanand 


error when under pressure. So 
Piperno kept the ball in play, 
varitJd his pacc^but it was his 
outstanding reti’ievirig that gave 
an in.sight into his commitment to 
win T’erhaps Piperno knew he 
had a chance, for he pi’ophetioally 
rornai’ked aftoi‘ his exhausting 
semi finals, “Maybo against 
Zeeshan I'll pull out one of my 
yearly surprises," his reference 
being to last year's surprise win 
over Leandor Paes 

Without b€‘littling Piperno's 
eftorts in the least, Zeeshan was so 
terribly off-colour tlial his later 
admission that “I Iiad a bad day" 
seemed an apt summary Nothing 
that he did or tried worked. It 
would be silly to read too much 
into this loss, especially since 
Zet^shan was playing rather 
elegantly till the’finals He was 
fast and furious agaiiust an 
crrojic*ousK.CT. Ramesh ui the 
semi finals winning 6-2. 6-4 and 
looked cpiite set to win the 
chanipioiiships. Ironically, il was 
I'ipej*no himself who appeared 
uijcomfortable in his semi final 
against ’Chubby' Navendranath, 
wasting a 5-1 lead in the first set 
which he lost 6T-7. but dominating 



I finally to win the next two sets 
6-3, 6-3. Form books in tennis 
I don’tcount for much it seems. 

In the boys under-1 4 section 
young Calcutta prodigy, Sburav 
Panja. progressing rapidly under 
Nandan Bal's tutorage at the 
Batra Tennis Academy, won quite 
easily, beating Siddha.rta Verma 
in the final 7-6, 6-2. Panja’s serve 
requires attention, but it is his 
fine courtcraft and agile tennis 
brain‘that points to what could be 
a very interesting future. 

In the ladies section, it may have 
been Manisha Mehta who 
eventually won, but it was 
11 -yoar-old Runumee Das from 
Assam who captured all the 
attention. Small physically,b u 
marvellously self-assured she has 
impressive aggression and a nice 
preciseness of shot which helr>ed 
her beat the No. 2 seed Sheetal 
Khanna,but nevertheless was not 
enough to overpower the weP 
built Mehta in the final. 

The boys under-18 
championship was won by R. 
Ramanand who boat Bengal's 
improving youngster M. 

Bar-hawat 6-7. 6-2, 6-3 in the final. 


Tajitaiiiv 


T IHE 11 th Ladies 54 Hole ffolf 
c»nipetit.ion for the Taj Trophy, 
org-aiused by Taj Bengal. Calcutta 
proved to be a clifl' hanger. Played 
at the Tollygunge Club golf 
course, the last four cards had to 
be counted fur determining the 
winner. Mrs ChandanaDutt 
edged out Mx's Tsuji and Mrs Ann 
Bindra to lift the coveted Taj 
Trophy. Ms Simi Mehra played a 
fine round of 73 gross to take the 
Best Gross from Ms Vandana 
Agarwal. 

The organisers this ye^ 
introduced a Medal Round for the 
men on the final day of the 
tournament, for which 70 golfers 
participated. MrS.R. Ghosh 
Oastidar was declared the winner 
with a nett score of 64 followed 
closely by Mr S.N, Singh with a 
nett score of 66. Mr R.S. 
Sabharwal won the Best Gross 
with a score of 75. 







ROUNDUP 



TRIVANDRUM 


bterlhdvarrily 

Aquatics 


D espite three meet records, the 
48th Chapter of the All 
India-Inter University Aquatic 
Championship failed to provide 
excitement, as many top 
swimmers skipped the meet due to 
off seas6n and examiniations. 
Eventually, the hosts, Kerala stole 
the limelig^ht winningr both the 
men’s and women’s team’s 
championship. 

Bombay’s one man army, 
Gaurav Kapoor haggled six golds 
which included a record breaking 
performance in the 100ml 
butterfly stroke. He timed 1:03.48 
sec erasing the existing mark by 
02.36 sec Gaurav’s other golds 
were in the 100(59.99) and 200 
(2 14.88) mts freestyle, 100 
(1:09.52) and 200 (2.38.17) mts 
breast stroke and 200 mt 
individual medley (2:31.59). He 
claimed the individual 
championship with 30ptfi. 

Farnaz. Y Engineer, another 
lone entry from Bangalore 
University won the honours in the 
women’s section. Farnaz collected 
5 golds: in the 100m (11.17.54) & 
200ni butterfly, 200in breast 
stroke (3:13.59), 400m individual 
medley (6:07.90) and 200 
backstroke (2:57.03). 

In the women’s 4 x lOOmt 
medley relay, Kerala's foursome 
sunk the eight-year-old record of 
Calicut University. The Kerala 
girls who led from gun to finish 
clocked 5:28.26 sec and were 70 
mts ahead of the silver medallists, 
Delhi Kerala set yet another 
mark in the 4 x 100 mt freestyle 
relay ci<x?king 4:51.83 sec. 

Kerala's upcoming star R. 
Saritha limed 2.35.38 in the 200m 
freestyle relegating Farnaz Y. 
EngintH?!' to the second spot. 
Soi'itlm also came first in the 
100m freestyle (r 15.54) and 
400m freestyle (5.27 74). 

Poona U n i vt»rsi ty ou tscored 
Kerala University 13-1 in the 
Wf’terpolo final. 

I Sajeev Kumar T.K, 

. ^ 


Farnaz Engineer: women's 
Individual champion in the 
Inter-University Aquatic meet 


HYDERABAD 


Nadanal Haidoourt 
Tamiis 


A SIF ISMAIL (BAT trainee) and 
fourteen-year-old V. Nirupama 
(Coimbatore) won the Four Square 
National Hardcourt Tennis 
Championship at Lai Bahadur 
stadium tennis complex 
outclassing rivals S. 
Narendranath 7-5, 6-0 and Sahiba 
Chaddha of Chandigarh 6-1,6-2 
respectively. 

However, for Nirupama it was a 
golden double. Partnering Sahiba 
Chaddha, the duo overcame Neeth 
Devaiah and Sheetal Khanna 6-2, 
5-7, 6-2. 

The Maharashtra pair of 
Nandan Bal and Gaurav Natekar 
shattered the dreams of Asif 
Ismail of scoring a grand double. 
Asif combining with Enrico 
Piperno went down, 6-0, 6-2. 

Former Davis Cup player S.P. 
Misra lifted the veteran's crown 
defeating Rajiv Verma 6-0,6-2. 


Ex-Asian junior champion. Asif 
Iqbal started off on a rather 
nervous note unable to get his 
first serves going. But as the 
game progressed, Asif improved 
on his serve and put enough 
pressure on Narendranath. who 
faltered by sending the ball over 
the baseline very often. 

Narendranath, unable to 
overcome his problems he was 
facing, chose to play from the 
baseline. But his change of tactics 
proved futile as Asif came to 
the net to return the shots with 
some rasping backhand 
crosscourt drives to clinch vital 
points. 

Narendranath overcoming the 
initial hiccups began to play a 
serve and volley game. And this 
change made him close the deficit 
to 5-6, 

In the 12th game, BAT trainee, 
Asif broke Narendranath’s serve 
to win the first set in just under 35 
minutes. 

The second set saw Asif in total 
control, firing four aces, and 
making his presence felt at the net 
frequently. This game-plan of Asif 
unnerved Narendranath who 
committed a number of unforced 
errors and finally caved in 
meekly. The second set lasted 15 





minutes. 

The women’s final was a battle 
from the baseline. Sahiba 
Chaddha be^an her cam];>aignii on a 
rather inauspicious note in the 
first game itself. Determined to 
win the coveted plate, Nirupama 
broke her opponent’s serve thrice 
to gain a commanding lead of 5-0. 
By the time Sahiba realised her 
mistake. Nirupama wrapped up 
the first set at 6-1. 

Asif Ismail was the winner of the 
men’s singles of the National 
Hardcourt Tennis 
championships 


Continuing her baseline game. 
Nirupama traded well with her 
angular shots in the second set. 
However, Sahiba came back into 
the game despite losing some 
points initially to break 
Nirupama’s serve in the sixth 
game when her rival 
double-faulted twice. 

After gaining some valuable 
points, Sahiba stopped taking 
risks. Fully aware of Sahiba’s 
psychological problems, 
Nirupama used her double-fisted 
back-hand effectively to take the 
set. 

A Correspondent 


KANPL'R 




T UTUN SOM, by scoring 16 
points, bagged the individual 
championship in the two-day 2l8t 
All India Ordnance and Ordnance 
Equipment Factories Athletic 
Meet at the O.E.F. Stadium. 

Sanjay Singh of Ordnance 
Factory, Kanpur, won the gold in 
the shot-put (Decathlon). Tutun 
Som was the fastest runner in the 
lOOmt run whereas in the triple 
jump, the gold went to Virendra 
Yadav and in the 800 mt run, 

Tutun Som stole the show by 
making other runners lick the 
dust. Debashish Bhattacharya 
turned the tables in his favour in a 
200 mt run. 

As many as 34 teams 
participated in the tournament 
and R.F. Ishapore (Calcutta) won 
the team championship by 
registering 61 points to 27 points 
of F.G. Factory of Kanpur. East 
Zone were declared the Zonal 
champion as it mustered 91 points 
and North Zone with 49 points 
had to be content with the 
runners-up title. 



T he attractive batting of Arvind 
Sikri (69) and the balanced 
bowling of Pankaj Agarwai 
enabled the Meerut 0)lt8 to win 
the First Ashok Singh State 
cricket tournament. They 
defeated U.P. Handlooms by 98 
runs in the final. 

The tournament was 
inaugurated by Mr Pankaj Singh, 
son of former Prime Minister Shri 
Chandra Shekhar. The ‘man of the 
series’ reward of Rs. 1.100 went to 
YogendraTewari. The winners 
received Rs. 11.000 where the 
runner-up received Rs. 5,001. 
Kallah AgarwsI 


WA'i ANAl ) 


State J imfair HariBBir 


E RNAKULAM won the 2lBt 
State Junior Hockey 








VENU OOVINO KUMAR 



The Ernakulam hockey team 
were the winners of the Junior 
State Hockey tournament 

championship conducted by the 
Wayanad District Hockey 
Association. In the finals, they 
defeated last year’s runners-up 
PalaJdcad throug’h a penalty 
stroke (1-0) and regrained the 
trophy after a gap of three years 
at the RomanCatholic Higfh School 
Chundel. 

Both teams failed to rise to the 
occasion by wasting too many 
good moves but wingers Shaji, 
Satheesh P. David and centre half 
Judy G^rge were unsuccessful in 
utilising them. On the Palakkad 
side their top scorer Hakim, Mi^jib 
Rehman and Mukundan were off 
colour. 

Luck came for the Ernakulam 
side in the 69th minute in the 
form of a stroke. Palakkad 
goalkeeper Sajeesh Kumar who 
brought some brilliant saves was 
the person behind this. Following 
a corner from Sunil Immatty, 
Ernakulam centre half Juby 
George moved into the D’ and the 
onrushing Palakkad goalkeeper 
hooked Juby. Juby, who took the 
stroke neatly sent the ball in. 

P. Vmu Govfcida Kumar 


FIlHE lush green Digwadih 
Jl Stadium was the scene of the 
second eastern region Inter-Bank 
Cricket Tournament as a galaxy of 
first class and international 
cricketers descended upon the 
coal-mining township of 
Jamadoba, 20 kms from Dhanbad 
in Bihar. 

The tournament was conducted 
by Bank’s Sports Board (Eastern 
Region) under the auspices of the j 
Indian Banks association, in ! 
collaboration with Dhanbad 
Cricket Association. 

The show was a grand success 
with no less than 10 banks 
participating. True to potential 
and prediction. United Bank Of 
India generated all its drilling 
power as it once again underlined 
its unmistakable superiority by 
retaining the title for the second 
tiihe in succession. With easy 
victories over Canara Bank and 
Union Bank, UBI were firm 
favourites in the final against old 
adversaries, UCO Bank, who had 


taken the measure of Allahabad 
Bank and Punjab National Bank. 

As expected UBI did not 
disappoint in the final, although a 
few hiccups in the later stage of 
the match kept the victory marg^in 
to 4 wickets. In the final, Bengal 
discard Ajay Varma played a 
strokeful innings of 56 and 
received adequate support from 
skipper Gautam Som (32) and 
Utpal Chatterjee (35). Test star, 
Arun Lai had the mortification to 
see Barun Burman cling on to a 
well-judged catch at square leg off 
a top-edged pull against left-arm 
orthodox spinner Sanjay Sinha, 
whose accuracy (3 for 25 off 8 
overs) was certainly the 
performance of the piatch. 

Sinha also had the wickets of 
Aveek Mitra and Ajay Varma and 
put some tremor in the UBI camp. 
For UCO Bank, Ashok Chaudhuri 
was the highest scorer with 50 in 
a total of 181 runs off 40 overs. 
Chaudhuri also scored the only 
oentuiy of the tournament 
against Allahabad Bank. Bengal's 
left arm spinner Utpal Chatterjee 
bowled steadily and received his 
share of success (3 for 37). 

Unfortimately for the second 
year in succession, State Bank Of 
India, a very strong combination 









boasting a host of Bengal 
cricketers, failed to take part in 
the ohampionshi p which was 
• competed for by the following 
banks: Canara Bank, Allahabad 
Bank, Bank Of Baroda, Ranir of 
India, Punjab National Bank, 
Union Bank, Standard Chartered 
Bank, United Bank, Indian Bar>ir 
and UCO Bank 
Raju MukhorJI 

Gautam Som, the captain of UBI, 
receiving the winner’s trophy 
from Mrs. Y.P. Ohawan 


c Al.ri. l I A 


Oridset 


C ricket is an upredictable 
g'ame and the double-wicket 
version of it is more so. This was 
proved at the 4th M.N. Dastur 
Double-Wicket meet at the 
Kaligfliat ground. The defending 
champions UBI were knocked out 





DMANBAI) 


I NDIAN SCHOOL OF LEARNING 
has ail enviable record in the 
Inter-School Cricket Tournament 
organised by the Dhanbad Cricket 
Association. Since the inception of 
the tournament 12 years ago, in 
1978, Indian School Of Learning 
seems to have taken a monopoly 
lease on the title, winning the 
trophy no less than 7 times. 

Justifiably proud of the 
achievement, the school's coach 
‘Manna' Rahman wants to give 
full credit to the boys and to the 
school principal, J.K. Sinha. Very 
modestly, he said that he merely 
assists the enthusiastic yoiing 
boys to give of their best. 


They managed an aggregate of 
only 26 runs after Pandey got out 
twice after hitting 38 runs. 





in the first round, fancied pairs 
failed to come good and it was 
ultimately the veteran pair of 
Pradip Pandey and Madan Ghosh 
of State Bank which crossed 
swords with the most unlikely of 
finalists—the duo of Debang 
Gandhi and Diptesh Pakrash] of 
M. N. Dastur ‘B’ team. 

Eleven companies which 
entei’ed the tournament had in 
their ranks almost all the Bengal 
Ranji Trophy players organised by 
the Office Sports F^edcration. 

In the five overs-a-side final, it 
was all too easy for the Dastur ‘B* 
l^am. Gandhi played the stellar 
role hitting 72 ’ uns. but his score 
was curtailed by eight runs (for 
two dismissals) for an aggregate 
of 64 Pakrashi made seven and 
with an extra run in the kitty. The 
M.N. Dastur ‘B’ team set Pandey 
and Ghosh to get 73 for a win. 


C ITY ATHLETIC CLUB won the 
junior CAB Knockout Cricket 
Championship at the Eden 
Gardens. The win. however, does 
not promote them to the senior 
division as only the league 
champions (Burnpur Sporting) 
move into the premier league. 

In a low-scoring match City AC 
defeated Vijay Sports by four 
wickets. Despite playing on a 
batting track, Vijay Sports could 
only muster 174 in 42.3 overs. 
Sajjad Hassan was the most 
successful City AC bowler 
I grabbing four wickets foi* 24 
1 runs. K. Vijay Kumar was the top 
scorer for the losers with 41 runs. 

City AC were in no hurry tc get 
to their target and used up the 
same number of ovei-s as their 
opponents to win the match. Their 
win centred around Sandip 
Chatterjee’s 53 and Partha Das' 

47. 


PuraeSectvFooanl 


A LISTLESS final oetween Food 
Corporation of India (TOI) and 
Bharat Petroleum, Bombay, 
brought down the curtains on the 
13th All-India Public Sector 
Football championship held in the 
city recently. The tournament, 
which brought together some of 
the well-known footballers in the 
country (the public sector 
companies mostly employs them), 
was virtually labelled as a mini 
nationals of sorts, but the quality 
of football dished out was not very 
impressive. 

The all-important goal in an 
insipid final at the East Bengal 
ground came Irom Kuljit Singh of i 
FCI with just seconds remaining ' 
for the breather. It was Debasish 
Sarkar who set up the goal of a 
counter-attack. Sarkar covered a 
lot of ground on the right flank 
and sent in a measured cross 
across the Bharat Petroleum 
goalmouth. Bikash Panji swooped 
down upon the ball, but missed it. 












However, Kuljit kept his cool, 
chested the cross and placed the 
ball past a hapless goalkeeper. 

The match took a nasty turn in 
the 16th minute when P’Crs Pern 
Dorji was hacked down by Jensen 
of the Bombay side. Jensen was 
sent off by the referee, and it was a 
battle for survival for the visitors. 

PCI’s inability to punch holes in 
a make-shift Bharat Petroleum 
defence stopped them from 
gaining an early lead and it was 
the Bombay team which had the 
first clear look at the FCI goal. 
Pradip Haha put Nadeem Khan 
through with a neat pass, but the 
latter made a hash of it from close. 
This was a couple of minutes away 
from the half-time and FCI got the 
lead soon after. 

It was the experience of Amit 
Bhadra in the Bharat Petroleum 
back four which prevented FCI 
from swelling their tally. 

Bhadra’s brilliant covering and 
perfect tackling saved his side 
from further disgrace. The 
Bombay team showed good 
enterprise in the second half, but 
the equaliser eluded them. 

The finalists apart, the teams 
which made the last four stage of 
the championship were Coal India 
Limited (CIL) and the Damodar 
Valley Corporation (DVC). Both 
went down by identical solitary 


The FCI team were the winners 
of the All-India Public Sector 
football tournament 

that it was the ina xigural year and 
organised at short notice. 
However, even though both 
husband and wife can play for 
cither’s firm or company, the 
number of pairs showed little 


increase tins year. With only 44 
pairs from 25 companies and 
firms taking pail, spcuisors 
I )unlc)p fielding tlie largest 
contingent of 11 pairs, one is left 
wondering as to t he reason behind 
this apparent lack of competitive 
spirit among CJaknitia’s 
bridgc-pJaying uppei- crust of 




society 

Tlie 88 players who competed, 
and this included 14 ladies, piayetl 
an elimination round on two days 
to qualify fertile top 24 pairs to the 
final. In tiio fii‘st of these 
eliminalions. Sint Maiq u 
Awasthy and Anil Sundhi of Bush 
Tea topped the field while on the 
second, Di‘. and Smt. Dalnna of 
Calcutta Medical Research 
Institute t(X)k the lionours. 

In the 46-board final held at the 
Saturday Club recently the 
Dalmia’s continued their g-ood 
work to take a decent lead in the 
first half. They wore followed by 
Satyanarain and Prakash 
Kejriwal of Bangabasi Roller 
Flour Mills, Tainal Baiinerj(>e and 
B. K. Chokhany of India Jute, A. 

K. Sinha and T. K. Dasgupta of 
IBP, Goutani Ghosli and 
Brohmojyoti Mukherjee of lOL 
and the defending champs. Probir 
Roy and K. K. Bhattachai jee of 
Bengal Chemical, in that order. 

In the second half, howeven*, the 
Dalmia's failed to maintain the 
pace and slid down to fifth spot 
The Kejriwal brothers, easily the 
most experienced duo in the whole 
field, despite some bad boards, 
managed to hang on to their* 
first-half rank, as did 


Mayor Prasanta Chatterjee giving away a special trophy to hoiHHir 
eminent sports journalist AJoy Bose, at a Micltatlon marang held 

at theMoulall Yuba Kendra,Calcutta^ 


Bamierjee-Chokhany Last year’s 
w! I infers Hoy-Bhattacharjee crept 
up ti> fourth place but the best 
second-half performance came 
from Cihosh'Mukherjee of Indian 
Oxygen wlu; leap li ogged from 
fifth to a comfort able first, one 
and a hal f board ahead of second. 

Despite their sec;ond half 
debacle, Smt K rishna Dalmia had 
the satisfaction of picking up the 
p]*ize for the best performance by a 
lady a,nd the prize for the 
second-best went to Smt V. Seth 
wlio combined with her husband 
to finish eighth 
Santanu Chose 


NAC'.jn K 


Revenues BaAnbitoii 
Open 


f llE three-day O.N. Dixit 
memorial Central Revenue 
Open Badminton tournment, 
orgajiised under the auspices of 
the National Academy of Direct 
Taxes provided an excellent 


opportunity for fans here to 
witness top class badminton. 

Top badminton players of the 
country particularly national 
champion George Thomas and 
Seema Bhandan along with other 
piominent players participated. 
Though George Thomas was a hot 
favouiite, he met hi^ Waterloo in 
the men’s singles final against 
Harjeet Singh. Thomas won the 
first game easily 15-7 but the 
second game saw a tough battle 
between the two. Harjeet claimed 
the second game on extra points 
18-17 and the decider proved to be 
one sided for Harjeet. George 
Thomas committed a serjes of 
errors and his poor judgement 
cost him dearly. 

Seema Bhandari of Madhya 
Pradesh required just twenty 
minutes to dispose off Anjali 
Purwar in annexing the women’s 
singles crown. She was^however, 
unlucky when partnering with 
Nancy Keith, she lost the women’s 
doubles final to the national 
runners up pair of Slndhu Gulati 
and Neeru Nerjwan. 

Jetaph lUo 











SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BYHASH&ZULLO 



VA4EMTWE nNALOOV OFTME PWAL (SAAAE AT 
CJOmV£ /V\AC<SrAPtL)A^V#kS/lV«?E IN^97Q'mE 
f^tlAmn^AfUtmESFM^S-TURNEPU^E SAIL- 
fFyRK\MlDA5MAM0LeS. SOyJ<KK\R-CKAXeO 
RAMS RVPPEO ARaRTSEATSk S\(&KS&, AKD F*«TS 
OFTHESCOREBQARP. ABOarTHEONUYTW)hi& 
THEY WPNT STEAL WASTHE 9NK— 

ALTHOU&HOME F^NWD PtSMANTLE ATWLET 
ANO 5rA&6Ef?EPMQME WITH \V 






DURNATUE1979- EH6USH OfCN AMATEUR, 
60 UFER NidCL PEMMAM LAUNCHED ASMdf 
INTO TVS eilLlARD ROOM OTTVC^loeMOUSE. 
WRIOI VAMS KWra)N&»OEREP OCJTOFPLAY 
TME'CRAPnr OE^WWM OPENEP A'WV>«?0/ 

AMP mTAM AMAZ\N& PITCH SHOT THAT lANCGP 
\Al\TM«MASFEBrOFT>teFlA&. BUTTHE: 
OFFI^ALS LATER ASSCSSED HIMTWO ?&mJf 
STROWES— TOR oreMII»«46 THENAftMPOA/? 




RELEASED: Paul 
Gascoigne, from 
hospital after an 
operation for torn 
stomach muscles. 

He will however 
miss the qualifying 
match against the 
Republic of Ireland, 
for the European 
Soccer 

Championships. 

ORDERED: By the 
Supreme Court, the 
Indian Olympic 
Assodatian (lOA) to 
hold its general 
elections. 

SIGNED: A contract 
hy Tony Pickard, 
Stefan Edberg’s 
ooach.to coach the 
British Davis Cup 
team, for a period of. 
three years. 



EXTENDED: By 

another year, 
Australian pace 
bowler, Dennis 
Lillee’s contract to 


coach at the MRF 
Pace Foundation in 
Madras. 

SIGNED: An 

agreement by 
Jimmy Connors to 
coach Avistria’s top 
player Thomas 
Muster for a year. 

WON: By Indonesia, 
both the men's and 
women’s title in the 
All England 
Badminton 
championship. The 
men’s title went to 
AitLy Wiranta and 
the women’s to Susi 
Susanti, 

SEEKING RETURN: 

England’s Ian 
Botham, to the 
England team at the 
age of 34. 













IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDO^ 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 WRo dismissed his cousin 
when New Zealand met 
Australia at Wellington in 
1986? 

2 Who was England's 
wicket-keeper in the Golden 
Jubilee Test against India at 
Bombay in 1980? 

3 What is ‘lightning chess’? 

4 What does ‘pull’ mean in golf? 

5 Who was the second Indian to 
score a century on his Test debut? 

6 Which was the first 
partnership for the tenth wicket in 
one-day internationals? 

7 Who scored Sri Lanka’s first 
century in official Test? 


ANSWERS 

1 Bruce Reid (victim John Reid). 

2 Bob Taylor. 

3 A game of chess in which all the 
moves have to be completed by a 
player in five minutes. 

4 Drive (ball) widely to left (of 
right-handed player.) 

6 D.H. Sodhan (110) v Pakistan in 
the fifth Test at Calcutta in 1952. 

6 106 (Viv Richards and Michael 
Holding) vs England at Old 
Trafordin 1984. 

7 S. Wettimuny (v. Pakistan at 
Faisalabad in 1982). 


CHESS 


The sixth aiid concluding game 
of the Anand-Dreev nmtch was yet 
another fascinating French 
Defence. Dreev came up with an 
interesting piece sacrifice and had 
a great deal of compensation. 

Anand turned the tables with a 
counter sacrifice after careless 
play by the Russiaui in time 
pressure. With that the Indian 
pulled off a hattrick of victories to 
set up a quarter final match with 
Anatoly Karpov. 

White; Anand Vs Black; Dreev 
Oame 6. Butterfly Candidates, 
Madras, *91. 

le4662d48Nc8Rf84e5NU7BMeB6 
HO No6 7 BeS Qb6 8 Na4 QaS 8 e3 ad410 b4 
HUM U Obi UM12 Bd2 BllO 13 MnO |6! 
This is a new idea. Anand stated 
that he had seen it mentioned 
somewhere, but it had never been 
played at this level. 

14Hb2fll»Hd3MI6iei 


Evacuating the king is necessary. 
O-BaS 17 NO Be818 Rzft NeS 18 fS. 
Almost forced to clear g2 in case 
of Ne4.18-43120 Bzd3I7 NldS 21 NldS 
Qa3. White concedes his bishop in 
order to eliminate the dangferous 
d-pawn but now he has severe 
problems stemming the invasion 
onto his second rank. 

22 Nf4 01)2 23 Kfl Ile2 24 044 Has 26 Hal 
Rb2 26 Bel 0a2 27 HUS 0b3T The 
decisive error. Black had a fine 
position primarily because the 
white h-rook has no prospects. 
Simply 87—bc4 keeps an edge 
though the position is very 
confused as both kings are 
exposed White would have to try 
for development via Rh2 while 
black can push his a-pawn etc. 

28 NIB Kd8 (See Diagram) 28 NxdBlI 
ed5 30 30 eO Ks7 Hoping for 31 
Qxh8? Qe3 mate but even 30—Rf8 
31 e7 Kxe7 32 Qe5 Kd8 33 Rc3 
wins as the threat of 34 Qc7 and 

35 Re3 is unstoppable. 

31 Re3l OHS 32 Be7 KxsO 33 0e3 K16 34 K16 

36 0x17 KC& and (1—0). Dreev 
resigned as he realised that 36 
Nf3 forces ch«3kmate. 

Devangshu Dulta 



BRIDGE 


In many other games, the 
superior player always wins. Not 
so in bridge where in the short 
run, though not in the long, luck 
plays a role which, perhaps, adds 
to tlie charm of the game, giving 
the underdog some hope. Today’s 
hand .hrom a recent North 
American championship 
semi-final fcmnd the superior 
game going down while the 
inferior one scored;— 


Dealer South E'Wvul 

NORTH<(hmimy) 

♦ J . 

OAQ10 92 
^AJ 10965 • 

WEST EAST 

QAKQ986 Q 752 

C^K0 CC;‘A8742 

OJ743 06 

♦ K 4*8732 

SOUTH 
4 10 4 3 

1053 
K B 5 
4>Q4 


The two Souths, 1979, world 
champion Mike Passell at one 
table and Bart Bramley at the 
other, got to a minor suit game 
after West opened, spades and bid 
it again at the 3-level and after 
North had shown a minor 
two-suiter. However, while Passell 
played in diamonds, Bramley got 
to clubs. Which minor-suit game 
would you prefer to be in? Not 
much to choose really; if 
anything. Rve clubs looks the 
better spot because it almost never 
fails when five diamond makes 
and it goes down a lot less when it 
fails. 

At both tables the defence 
cashed their major suit winners 
and punched dummy witli a 
second spade. In five clubs, 
Bramley played like a normal 
human being—he crossed over to 
his only entry, the diamond king 
and led the club queen. Good, the 
club finesse worked! He drew 
trumps and then tried to cash 
dummy's diamonds.. .oops! Down 
one. In five diamonds, Passell, on 
ruffing the spade, could cash the 
diamond ace and then cross over 
to the diamond king in hand, 
learning the bad news. He had 
only two trumps left on the table 
and was in hand for the last time. 
He could not finesse in both 
minors, so he took his only chance 
by leading his last trump to 
d\unmy‘s ten and drew the last 
trump. By now everybody had nm 
out of trumps and so declarer had 
to get six tricks in clubs without 
an entry to Rnesse. He played the 
ace and tinblocked his queen, 
mentally chalking up minus 260 
for down five. However, his luck 
was in as the fall of the king gave 
him his contract. 






HMmonAL mesTUNa 



Strike 
It Rich 


AILWAY5 
emerged worthy 
winners in both 
Hi Wthe hreestyle and 
' Oreoo Roman categories 
of the 38th edition of 
the Lifbhuc^ National 
Wrestling 

Championships held at 
I Varanasi ftam March 
6>8, which attracted 
huge crowds everyday. 

The wrestling arena at 
the idyllic Diesel 
Looomotire Works 
oom^x in the city of 
Varanasi which has a 
traditional fcUowtng for 
wrestling provided the 
right atmosphere as 
over 400 wrestlers from 
28 States and 
Institutions grappled 
:foe sbleotion tothe 
Indian team to 
participate in the Asian 
Championships to he 
' imld at New Delhi in 
April. 


Bouts were hsld in ten. 
weight categories in 
both sections—^freestyle 
and Orsco Roman. Most 
of the prominent 
wrestlers were there to 
represent tiieir 
respective teams but 
many were conspicuous 
by their absence as they 
were reportedly in 
Punjab to participste in 
a Akhara competition 
which offered huge 
prize money. The 
Wrestling Federation of 
India ought to take thia 
into account while 
organising the 
Nationals. 

The Akhara style or 
the traditional Indian 
style of wrestling still 
attracts huge crowds in 
the rural areas and is a 
big money earner for the 
wrestlers who are 
offered just a medal or 
the incentive that they 


might represent the 
country some day. The 
WFI needs to check the 
growth of this type of 
competition and it needs 
to channelise them into 
the mainstream. They 
can make mainstream 
wrestling equally 
attractive by offering 
good incentives to the 
wrestlers'. While over 
two lakhs were spent by 
the organisers on the 
officials of the 


federation not muoh was 
spent on the wrestlers. 

Coming back to the 
main competition there 
were keenly-contested 
bouts and the 
experienced 
Internationale showed 
their class; Kaka Pawar, 
who represented India at 
the Beijing Asian 
Games, won the final 
beating R.B. Mauriya of 
the Services (SSCB) by a 
knockout in thb 521^ 


Doordarshan's Usual Callousness 


T he big let down of the 38th National 
Wrestling Championships was the 
withdrawal at the last minute by Doordarshan 
to telecast the last day's bouts live. Doordarshan 
had been approached more than two months 
back by the organisers—Railway Sports Control 
Board. *‘We have been corresponding with 
Doordarshan since two months and, in fact, 
they had assured us of live coverage of the bouts 
on 9 March from 3.45 to 5.00 p.m. We, in fact, 
had scheduled our finals for the 8th and ' 
postponed it to the 9th so as to accommodate 
Doordarshan”, said Amrit Mathur, secretary of 
theRSCB. 

It certainly was quite a surprise specially at 
the last minute when Doordarshan expressed its 
inability to telecast live the bouts on 9th March. 
**The reason given by them was that it wjis not 
possible technically to do the telecast”, Amrit 
Mathur said. “Were they sleeping all this while 
and only got to know about the technicality of 
the telecast at the last minute.” questioned 
Mathur. 

Mr G.S. Mander, president of the Wrestling 
Federation of India had, in fact, been in touch 
with Mr Shiv Sharma, Director-General of 
Doordarshan in Delhi who had assured him that 
the telecast would be done on the 9th and all 
necessary arrangements had been made. "The 



Sponsors expect live coverage. 

Is Doordarshan listening? 

sport suffers a great deal in this regard”, felt Mr 
Mander. 

It is time that a national policy be drawn up 
for sport with regard to Doordarshan and 
coverage of events by thorn. “It is not fair to the 
sponsors who have put in a great deal of money 
into a sport because they expect live coverage of 
that event”, feels Amrit Mathur. “We seem more 
of Lendlb and Edbergfs on Doordarshan rather 
than our own sportspersons on TV”, said 
Mathur. lt*s time that Doordarshan wakes up 
and takes responsibility for this mess up that 
they have caused not only to the sport^but to the 
viewers and the sport at large. 
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The 74 frMstyto bout 

ftiprogioM 

diviskm in the Gteeoo 
Roman style. 

M.'R. Patil too proved a 
worthy winner when he 
easily defeated Satnmn 
Sing^ of Puz\jab in the 
68 kgr class in the same 
(rtyle. Othm: 
international wrestlers 
who won their 
raq)eotive oategoriee 
were Aeholc Kumar of 
Delhi (67 kgr in 
fceeetyle). Mallcist 
Singh of Rinjah (62 kg 
In ftee e tyl e). Satyawan 
of Delhi (74 kg in 
' freestyle ) and Sumer 
J 9 ingharR 8 CB(iaoitg 

in fro ee ty le). 

It oertainty was a good 
ohaagstoaeetbe 
WTssnen grapple on ttie 
mats and heeome mate 
speedtar with the 
tntroSueUon.of the rule 
wfalehaabaasit 
OQiB|iii 1 eory itor them to 
waareiiiaeesadfigfatan 



Jit’r 

' i: U11 


UtnqbiHit 

crawklalw 

iMlstaiiaiit 

•mibimw 

MnwlwM 

wnmnwin 

anUtortilHla 






WOTtXnM>NB:SAHIWEriSnW . . 

majts ratitor than on the 
traditional loose mud or ' 
^khans. 

WresUereinthetcg)! : 
weight oatagories. 
however, wereabltT^oty 
as their hulk did not 
allow them the sedft 
movement as their 
Jitter weight 
oounterparts. Ihehost 
Railways who had ioet 
the ohamptonahips last 
year by 1/2 point and 1 
point in the freestyle 
and OreoD Roman styles, 
reapsotively, made up 
this time and won both 
the divieions with tar 

greater eaee than they 
espeoted. 

We needto strikea 
goodhelanoe in eptot 
with mddBKn ibogstMa 
andbmditkmend 
.noIhlQgxequipwitliat . i 
aorathjiawieais^ ; 
it itaeon^spt^ where 
IhdiaheeenindSivIdail 
aedalidtheOiyiBgdofe ' 
whaa|U>,-ifadatfi>riat'i' 
-htoiijfeidl.tMliMtld 











TENNIS 

TRIVIA 


N umber of years that 
Britain’s John Major 
must draw his prime 
ministerial salai-y to match 
what 19-year-old Pete 
Sampras was paid ($ 2 
million) for 12 sets of tennis 
when he captured the 1990 
Grand Slam Cup: 15. 

E xact same words that 
both winner Pete 
Sampras and runner - up 
Brad Gilbert used when 
answering the question 
about what they would do 
with their enormous prize 
money ($ 2 million and $ i 
million, respectively) at the 
Grand Slam Cup; ‘T 
(already) have everything 
that I want." 

[ MOUNT of money the 
Ine judges earn^ at the 
$ 6 million Gtand Slam Cup 
in Munich where 
first-round losers earned $ 
100.000: $ 25 a day, 

P RINCESS DIANA’S two 
favorite tennis players: 
Pat Cash and Steffi Graf. 


B oris BECKER’S career 
against Ivan Lendl in 
Grand Slam tournaments . 
5-t 

UMBER of times that 
Imisbehaving Hie Nastase 
was disqualified in 
tournaments during 1975: 
3 - 

C elebrities who 

approached Andre 
Agassi and introduced 
themselves to him at the 
Evander Holyfield-Buster 
Douglas heavy weight title 
fight: Mel Gibson, Chevy 
Chase and Arnold 

t warzenegg^r. / 

EW test that the 
International Tennis 
IP’ederation wlU useat the 
1991 Pederatibn ©up: A 
“femininity contwa test” to 
determine the seiUlU status 
10 players. 

'HAT Ivan Lendl would 
do if he had more time; 
Get a college degr^, 
AXIM0M penal^ for 
[the same offense in 
1991: $ 250,000. 


F avorite sport of Roian| 
Garros, the World War I 
flying hero after w'hom the] 
French named the site for 
its celebrated national 
^ampioiiahip: Rugby, 
OPORT that ranked No, a 
Vin television coyersige in'l 

H noein Tennis. 

AXIMCM penalty for 
defaultingon a 
commitment to p^y a 
Grand Slam event or the 
Grand Slam Cup in 1900 * $1 
26-000. 

IWhAT Boris Beciter sai<! 
Wl he would do if he were j 
granted one wish: wdul<i| 
nnd a girl that I really loya| 
make ten children right 
away, and go off with tiaei 
to a desert^ island. 

II qE at which world 
Mis Amy Frazier 
in and won all the contests < 
in a Michigan public jparks ] 
tennis class for 6 to 
9-year-oid children: 2. 


'▼he most memorable 
I znommit of 199d for 
eoasational, 14-yearK^ pro 
rocdde Jennifer Capriati 
who zoomed to No. 8 in tbe 
worldt^'WhenlmetTom; 
Cruise at the U.S. Open/ ; 


ComplM iw F«ta 









bebn chosen to fty the . « 
0tU^h flfg for a |u:[$|gy^ 

' eM:ten<tod'ciAihpai;g^ 

^ over two years before ^e 
llnsa c^ec^on isitnadei^, 
the International , , 
OiympicCommlitee.’' 

'Did Isay ^extended*? I. 
infant expensivie^ O. C 
third thoufiphts, ' 

exorbitant '' < 

Hbw theresjpeotive / 
ratepayereputup with , • 
thbsedaltdelusicmsaf' 
grahdeur by ahanildiW. 

' Cf|r $elf-appointed 
^trepreneurs is totally., 
beyond me. Even iftore 


Stai‘tinf> this 
week, 

Sportsworld 
will be regularly 
I'eaturiiii' this 
exclusive 
column by 
c(‘lebratod 
sj)ortswriter 
P'RANK 
KEATING, 
known all ovei- 
the world l'oi‘ his 
bold, ei’udite 
analysis and 
comments, 
almost always 
laced with 
sparkling’ 
humoui’... 
Although his 
ai’ticles will 
often deal with 
international 
issues, they 
may sometimes 
be 

British-oriented 
as the autlior 
will be sending 
his despatches 
li’om London 


T 


■■he subtle leaflet 
campaign—or— 
rather, the inane 
bombardment o£ 
jvink mail 

’wofYle—has begun to 
submerge any 
mediaman’s deedE. As -we 
knew it would, London 
vs. MiM^ohester—^the 
clash of the cities. The i 
clang of two ouitures. 
Hype old times are here 
again. 

I refer, of course —sa if 
you hadn’t gu^esed-^^to ' 
the rival bids by the two 
-English cities to stage 
the Olympic Oames in 
the year aooo. The 
British Olympic 
Association will decide 
in less than three weeks 
..which of the two worthy ■ 
bunimes of burghers has 



1 









' ntfuiith.'lthe, ,. 

. ^el}^^ciowMSbefIie](^ 
Coinmittef^, lumtered' ' ' 
witti A ii4ieUme’6.(i^ 

thi^ sii^ttier'aw^rld'' '' 
Student QaiuM, - > > n 
crawlin^T'cep in hend 
the. C^pvemment and, 
f^h^efiacedly asking-for. 
a ehip-in for their emp^y 
kitty. 

-I yisited Sheffield 
reoentiy aiid, tobesure, 
the facilijtiea, new bright 
h«d!s and stadia that 
have sprung up under. 


the inoors and idpAg'tbid,' 
■jN^ou^biedragglesti,: 
ihdustrlEd wasteland. 
'along^he Rotherhahi 
JUaad arespic^ ahdsjaiui 

and will wiwe the youth ‘ 

of the Old 'oity for 
generadohs tocome. 

But-yrhat a cost. 

But the merest little - 
student Games are' 
npthing on the 
Olympics. Here you are 
talking billions. And 

The Jawaharlal Nehf u 
Stadlam, New Delhi: a 
possible Olympic host? 






•^t^n some.mdns? 

ipd^ed, miilianisjvtst , 
■for' the'ciuwiiije of beings 
- humiliate by the. . 
8£5-^ember strong 
autoorapythat in^es u.pl' 
the lOd. ,' 

1985. how Birminghi^^ 
spent ea.ain just tp set." 
up its caanpaigh tb get - 
the Games of 1092. All 
that lovely ratepayers* ' 
lolly just to'end up 
sheepishly. with,eight 
votes out of 86 and fifth 
out of the six competing 
.cities. , • 

The same position an 


I refer to the rival 
bids by the two 
English cities to 
stage the 
Olympic Games 
in the year 

2000...No, the 
BOC should allow 
neither bid to go 
forward...They 
should begin to 
lead a worldwide 
movement to give 
the Gomes bock 
to the world and 
lobby for them to 
be held in, soy, 
Cairo, Nairobi or 
Delhi. What a 
worthwhile 
mission that 
would be... 



I. 4 - 


.SsbCoe: ptiiinplioifilng 
. ths.prltlshvaiias ; 

undaunted Mainch^Asr 
nnded in last yeaP^after 
a campaign that cost 
£2.^. though at least 
Manchester totalled 11 
. votes'outof the 8bl 

And yet Manchester . 
againr—and now 
London's lot led by 
>BrtHUSftian Ooe fl thought' 
that he, for one, Was 
.meant to be garnering 
diminishing votes fiw < 
.'less exorbitantly down 
around Truro Ac 
Camborne)—^rainpn^ . 
'reams of rich boasts, 
about'how the Olympics 
prill do us good, Ten it to 
Spoor, missrahiy. ^ ' . 

treated commuter on ' 
LphclonVinfampus 
Northern Line? Or. a 
Manchester household 
.'w;hoVe.just had their. 

ti|X quadrupled? , 

f,'* ‘ ' ^ ' 

No, theBjOCshould . 
allow Iteifiier bid to go 
fdrwar^. .^nd not tt)taliy 
^ relieve a Briti[^ bid of 
another 

humiliatton—but fobnis 

begin to lepd 

' .worldwidSmovement to 
give the Gamps hpek to 
the*wd]*ld and lobby far 
them tf> be held in:i^., 
CWlro, Nairi;;^, or DSShi. 
What a woithwidle 
ndasibil tiiat pi^ovddi be.« 



















































where I was and what the day was like 
when I foiind out. Jochen lived nearby 
and I wondered why I hadn't seen him 
for a while. I asked my parents where he 
was. Th^ looked at each other and, in 
that moment, I knew somethings was 
strange. Then they told me Jochen had 
gone to heaven. I wasn’t shocked; 1 just 
fblt very sad that I wouldn’t see him any 
more.” 

Sitting in the elegant office at the 
headquarters of his own racing outfit; 
Paul went on: "Another time, I wets on the 
school bus with Swedish racing driver Jo 
Sonnier’s sons Kim and Jonas. He had 
just been killed, and they said to me. 
Tour fkther will be next.’ My father was 
taken aback when I went home and asked 
him if he was g:oing to die next. ” 

So Paul knew just what price he could 
be paying for following in his father’s 
tsnre-tracks. But the racing spirit was in 
his Moodstream, and couldn’t be denied. 



Three-tInM worM champion Jackie with 
the son who also cannot aacapa the racing 
passion 

As he declared in his soft Scottish 
brogue: “Racing is a passion. You’ve got 
to live and breathe motor^racing. And 
then you go home and think about it 
some more. Neither my father nor my 
mother Helen are keen on me racing. I 
know they worry. I think about this 
sometimes, but I don’t allow myself to 
dwell on it. Traditionally, racing drivers 
are selfish people. You have to be, so 
much commitment and dedication is 
demanded of you if you are g^oing to 
succeed." 

If willpower makes winners, bachelor 


Although Jackie was not keen to sss his 
son on the circuit, he cannot stop him 





“I was only four 
years old when 
Jochen Rindt 
was killed...! 

asked my 
parents where 
he was...they 
told me Jochen 
had gone to 
heaven. I 
wasn’t 
shocked”... 
Paul Stewart 


Paul could be the next Jackie Stewart. He 
showed his mettle by gaining a degree in 
political science at prestigious Duke 
University in North Carolina, despite 
suffering from the reading and writing 
disorder dyslexia. He has even skiied 
competitively, winning several 
skateboarding championships before he 
was 15. 

Paul also has two other talents that 
help to make a champion. A cool head 
and a philosophical approach to the 
dangers of the racing game. “MotOT 
racing will always be dang^erous because 
of the speed. But when you overtake 
someone, it doesn’t necessarily moan you 
are exposing yourself to death," he said, 
adding ‘Tou don’t think, in those terms. 
Accidents are part of racing. That is how 
adriver learns. It’s all part of the job." 

Father Jackie, aged 52, tried subtly to 
part Paul from the steeriog wheel by 
helping him to set up his firm, Paul 






Racing It all consuming and altar two 
years In tha businaas full time, Paul aaya 
ha has no time for a girlfriend 

Stewart Racmg, at Milton Keynes. Part 
of his job is to be a businessman, getting 
sponsors to put racing teams on the 
track. 

But Paul, who is close to his parents 
and 23-year-old brother Mark, soon saw 
through the well-meant subterfuge. He 
said: “One of the reasons my father 
helped and encouraged me to set all this 
up. is that he wants me to stop driving. 
He thinks that, this way I’ll have 
something to move over to. We work very 
closely together. But„for me, the racing 
comes first." 

“I am constantly trying to take a back 
seat in the business to concentrate on my 
driving. I’ve been racing since 1987. My 
first full season was 1989. It has been 
very exciting. The thrills I’ve had from 
motor-racing have been fantastic," he 
went on. 


But Stewart is fiercely independent in 
his racing career, refusing to bask in the 
reflected glory of a father who was three 
times world champion. As he explained; 

“I went to a racing school at Brand’s 
Hatch during a university vacation. I felt 
it was my last chance to do the thing I 
really wanted to. I even used an assu m ed 
name because I didn’t want people 
saying, ‘We’ve got Jackie Stewart’s son 
here’ and comparing me to him.” 

“My name was Robin Condon. 1 got 
some abuse about that, as you can 
imagine. It sounded like condom. Every 
time the name was put out over the 
loudspeaker, people chuckled. And I’d 
have to say—That’s me’,” he added, 
laughing before continuing: “I could 
have made a better choice of name. But 
the school went really well. Unsolicited, 
they wrote me a letter saying they 

This season, for the first time, Paul tackles 
tha Formula 3000 circuit and has high 
hopes for the European Championships 







£>on't Drink ai 






tbouerht I showed potential and ^ould 
pursue a career in racing. It was quite 
sometfainfc to receive." 

And it is only recently that Paul 
discovered his father began his career 
using a pseiidonym as well. “My father’s 
brother Jinuny, who is eight years older 
than him, started racing. He was quite 
successful, but gave it up after an 
accident,” he explained, going on "When 
my father wanted to take up racing as 
well, my grandmother put her foot down. 
She said, that, so long as she was living 
in the house, there weren’t going to be 
two racing drivers. Either herself, or one 
of the boys would have to leave. My 
father was pretty sure his mother wasn’t 
going to leave and that his older brother 
wasn’t going to stop racing. So it would 
have been him who was out. He found the 
solution by carrying on racing under the 
name A.N. Other. And he kept it secret 
from his mother.” 

Today Paul, who “hasn’t time for a 


“I will be more 
nervous 
watching Paul 
than when I 
raced myself. 
That is a 
parental 
feeling I don’t 
expect to go 
away...l love 
my 

son”...Jackie 
Stewart 


girl-friend”, is proud to race as Paul 





Stewart—^while trying not to let his 
famous father’s reputation put pressure 
on him. As he said: “Obviously, father’s 
name has helped. But now I want to make 
my own name. Proving that you can be a 
front-runner is what counts.” 

And although Paul is now resigned to 
being Stewart Mark n he is determined to 
show that he is indeed different. 
Sometimes he does this in a subtle way. 
For example, both Paul and Jackie, who 
retired in 1973, have a taste for tartan. 
Jackie drove with a band of red Royal 
Stuart round his crash helmet. But Paul 
sports green Hunting Stuart. 

As he told me: "This year I’m in the 
European Championships. It’s my first 
season in Formula 3000, so I’ll be up 
against drivers who have been round the 
track three, may be four times. I expect to 
do two years in Formula 3000. In 1993,1 
would hope to be in a Formula One Team. 
In that event. Paul Stewart Racing will 
carry on without me competing with 
them.” 

Meanwhile, Jackie and his 50-year-old 
wife Helen will sit helplessly, watching 
their son take his life in his hands. 
Following the family trade. Jackie said: 

"If you truly love any member of your 
family, you don’t want your son to be 
doing something as dangerous as 
di-iving racing cars. I will be more 
nervous watching Paul than when I 
raced myself. That is a parental feeling 1 
don’t expect to go away. I wish it would, 
but it won’t because 1 care. I love myson. 

It is very difficult for his mother. She 
watched me race and now she has to sit at 
home while her son races.” 

But Paul has every intention of 
surviving the dangers of the track just 
like his father did—for 11 thrill packed 
years. And he is keeping himself on a 
knife-edge of fitness. He neither drinks 
nor smokes. And he knows how essential 
it is to be able to relax away from the 
sport. One qf the ways being strumming 
his guitar every day. 

Leaning back in his chair, Paul said 
thoughtfully: “In all thahustle and 
bustle of life, people forget how to simply 
enjoy themselves—to Just go for a walk 
in a wood and to appreciate what is adl 
around them. I try to find time for that, 
too. It is all psut of being fit, healthy and 
ready to go. When I get in that car I have 
to be able to give it 100 per cent, so that I 
cem drive to win.” 

When he said that, Paul sounded Just 
like his father. A bom winner. 

Bridget Boudi 

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS- ASIA FEATURES 







S0lndMiftl,ii^iiLlMnir j 
twkiMiMyhiwiWiitiiinw.; 


Free-styie 

Wrestling 


^Hbb gtaid qpart«f 

■ wuaao wwifflng 11 — 

■ zwanOyMteludltf A 
aoaaidaL the aid^iMt 

one «ho me toeotared 
me none other then ttie 
greet ehewiplmi. 


degen. 

nmooMidel melflhe 


Out of touch 


C HRIS EVERT was 
teaihed up with pro 
golfer Paype Ste¬ 
wart in a recent pro- 
cfddhrity teonis exhihi* 
tion tie hi Orlanda, Flor¬ 
ida And during the 
match, an obvtoudy rus¬ 
ty Chris double faulted' 
twice in a row. An 
alarmed Stewart turned 
to her and said, ‘Oiris, 
you’ve beat away from 
the game too long?’ 

But Evert got even in 
the next game. When 
Stewart missed a shot 
and displayed a bit of his 
temper, Chris looked 
him squarely in the eye 
and asked, 'Payne, are 
yf>u the John McEnroe 
of golf?’ 


wiSi, fdbom he had 
saavitod xebsuliy, fora 
igfeaiHDld efeiidsnt 
Whom he hadproimlasd 
to marry. This sort of 
thtogmlghthe 
eemmonplaee all peer 
the woiid hut In sumo 
wreetilng they are 
onp p oeed to embody 
•national vtrtnee. Seme 


'OiissreanpidstB'toir''' ” 
dosmto the dasliiieiaf 
dheage ef the g nhha, 
whoweeetoe 

wreaflsre in peertouB 
bygone eras. As an 

Iw^rn^simy yybdbMMMl; 

Uhethh happen becanae 
the gehha hanaaa have 
dr oroad d r a m aU e d H y. 
The boys have nowhere 
to play any more and 
resort to tangling wltti 
ordinary innooont girls.’ 

So sumo wieeflers, get 
your aot togeSier, if yon 
still want to retain enlt 
statns la Japan. 



Chris Evert with Payne Stewart during a 
ptomlabrity toumamant 



Talk of lha Town: Prom fait; Andy Judy 

Nataon, Donald TtummiJnda Evena. Chris Evert 
anditertlfMi 



PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 



Talking about Chris 7 
Evert, what is Bilaitin 87 
Navratilova doing diese 
days? Well, for startersi,!.. 
she’s been having A ’ 
grand party for dOO ofi.< 
her dearest and nearest i 
friends at the Plaza': 
Hotel to celebrate thd ;' 
successful debut ot 
tdothing. And of course,': 
the nunes of riie peopld 
who dropped in were 
like a Who’s Who of 
cmebrities. Andy Mill, 
Judy Nelson and why 
even Donald Trumii 
himself. Picture shows 
him with (from left), 
Andy Mill, Judy NcIsoAy: 
Linda Evans. Chris^; 
Evert and Martina, ’^’hen '} 
Donald Trump strdfh" 
out of tim door and hareo r 
ly within momenta, 144 
strode ex-wife lyana* 
Rhe shook hanRs ' 
everyone, hod hm 
ture taken, dliatted v^' 
Martina and Jsdy and' 
headed for the door. Ah, 
to be part of the ‘in', 
crowd. 


. -i -.jK 











CRl YFF\S BREATHER 


■ 

Up in Smoke 



Johan Cniyff: fMovwIno from hMrt MirgMy 




Thaaiaiamjrgamf. TUo' 
pexfaiBB ia my Jowb' 


VffOS la vdtiBt Oolaifllo 
I flabatini aaya at the 
■ bottom d the aaigr 
poster advertiamg bar 
perfume line oaUed...3r- 
ou gueaaed it, Gabriels 
Sabatini The poatera. 
like the tsne in tbe photO' 
graph, oan be aaen all 
aoroaa the Ck>ntiiient, 
and the word ia that 
aalea are booming aoroaB 
Europe 

Sinoe ita introduction 
in the Stataa early thie 
year, the iBabatIm* line— 
w h i ch indu dea perfume, 
abower gel. deodorant 
and body lotkm-Hia alao 
raUng in the bttdsa 

Bbcplaina Bruoe Oeoon* 
ne, the vice preaident of 
Colonia Inc., *We are 
trying to dopiot the aen- 
auatity and mystery that 
is Gabrlela. GSie really 
doea tranaoend tennis. 
And we’ce not really 
going after the sports 
market aptcifioally.’ 

For die>h«rd Indian 
tennis fans, the perfunw 
coats 18 , 00 . Ocnncy, bat 
that la in duniars, not 
rupaea). 











I T was in September 
1987 when he drove a 
friend and I down to his 
house in Delhi's upmar¬ 
ket Surder Na^ar that 1 
realised that Kapil Dev 
had 'made it big* in more 
senses than one. The 
amazing thing was how 
he had always under¬ 
played it. With SMG one 
always knew that one 
was speaking to the 
potential orovepati. But 
KD never let you on; he 
spoke in a desi accent, 
he joked like one of the 
boys, he backslapped 
you like even strangers 
do after you get mar¬ 
ried, and he wa8...er 
well, like the good old 
‘bhaiyya* next door. But 
‘bhaiyya* a mercedes 
wallah? 1 had never 
thought of that. 

Which is where the 
beauty lies in his case. 





He is so uncomplicated 
and so innocuous that I 
suspect that one day God 
simply took a crust of 
Haryanvi earth, 
breathed life into it and 
said: “Jaa puttar, tussi 
Kapil Dev. DeSh ke liye 
new ball pheko” 

The stories are many 
about him but largely 
uncirculated. 

This guy is so remark¬ 
ably concerned about 
whether players are get¬ 
ting paid well or not, 
that he would make a de¬ 
cent no-party Labour 
Minister. On one occa¬ 


sion he was so touched 
by a young cricketer's 
desperate need for a 
house that he agreed to 
finance the purchase, 
“Dey dena waapas 
paisey jab tumhaarey 
paas aa jaaye," he added. 

The net effect is one of 
considerable respect 
from amongst his col¬ 
leagues. Vengsarkar 
lambasted almost his en¬ 
tire side with mutiny af¬ 
ter the West Indies tour 
1989. He singled any 
two cricketers out for 
special mention-KD was 
one of them. This sur¬ 



prised the average Inoi- 
an bought up in the be^ 
lief that former captainb 
are perfect saboteurs) 
Vengsarkeur put his seal 
on KD*s loyalty certifi¬ 
cate; “Bach time 1 needed 
a breakthrough I could 
rely on KD to come on 
and bowl his heart out 
for the cotintry.” 

If captains find him 
dependable, enthusiasts 
find him unsually 
friendly. A young 
admirer in Calcutta sent 
him a massive bouquet 
in Calcutta early this 
year—and got a phone 
call a few hours later 
with a heavy voice at the 
other end saying; “1 am 
Kapil Dev.” The young 
lady fainted (almost). 

Most cricketers one 
has seen cultivate a de¬ 
liberate ‘bhaav* most of 
them are nice simple 
folk, but are simply un¬ 
able to put the other guy 
at ease. KD is re¬ 
freshingly different. We 
had gone for dinner to 
Calcutta's Chinatown 
the day he picked up a 
hat-trick in the Asia Cup 
final this January. What 
the hell, this man should 
have been celebrating 
with the select 6-star 
crowd in Calcutta, clink- 
ing glasses of cham¬ 
pagne surrounded by a 
bevy of beauties wanting 
to know how has such a 
slim wait, but there he 
was: splitting a plate of 
rice noodles and Man¬ 
churian chicken with a 
once-upon-a-time crick¬ 
et writer for company. 
How dull. He laughed it 
off: “”Yaar, yahaa aur 
mazaa aaya. Aaraam se 
baith ke do-chaar baat 
kar sake. And yes, the 
khana was superb. Bomi 
would love it.” 

Amazing cricketer 
yes. this KD of ours. But 
an even better human 
being. 













Who can store water better in the desert? 


We have fiiU respect ftn* the camel but it has its 
limitations. For one, it can store only alew 
dozen litres of water and not hundreds of 
thousands like some of our pressed steel tanks 
do. Neither can it function for generations like 
Elcctrometal tanks, nor survive the cold of a 
Himalayan winter. You dm also easily 
dismantle, expand, reduce, shift and re-erect 
our tanks. Things we would not advise 
attempting with a camel. 

Finally, of course, the water that a camel stores 
is good only for itself. While Electrometal 
ranks have benefited millions over the years. 
Askdie CFWD, the U.P. Jal Nigam, N.T.P.C., the 
Tatas, the Birias, the Thapars, Shaw Wallace, 
the United Breweries Group, etc. Just don't 
askacamel. 
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FUTURE 
SHUCK1 

A list of fascinating 
sporting predictions 
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Anke Huber: The new 
Steffi Graf of German 
tennis. Watch out girls! 








TENNIS 
1991 


The magazine 
TENNIS WORLD 
made the 
following 
predictions for 
this year 


German teenager 
Anke Huber will make 
a quiet assault on the 
world’s Top Ten. 


Jimmy Connors will 
come back from wrist 
surgery, play a series 
of exhibitions, take a 
break to commentate 
for NBC at 

Wimbledon, and join 
Team Tennis by 
mid-July 


Expect to see Ivan 
Lendl back in the 
main draw at the 
French Open. He’ll 
then go on to win his 
much-coveted first 
Wimbledon singles 
title. 


Don’t be surprised if 
heavy-hitting, 
hard-working Jim 
Courier uses his big 
forehand to topspin 
his way to the French 
Open final, beating 
last year’s finalist, 
Andre Agassi, along 




















the way. But don’t 
expect Courier to be 
as polite as Michael 
Chang about it. He’ll 
hoot and holler all the 
way to victory. 


Will Stefan Edberg 
and Ivan Lendl 
become the hot new 
doubles team on the 
ATP Tour? Is a Grand 
Slam title in the offing 
for this Dynamic Duo? 


Look for Stefan 
Edberg to pull a 
“Swede” and fall out 
of the Top Ten. He’ll 
admit as countrymen 
Bjorn Borg and Mats 
Wilander did before 
hjm that reaching No. 
1 wasn’t all it was 
made up to be. 


Look for Pam Shriver 
to enroll in college, 
with an eye toward a 
career in politics. 


A prominent ‘love 
doubles’ team will 
finally call it quits 
after what seems like 
an eternity together. 


Andre Agassi and 
Monica Seles will go 
into busines.s 
together, opening a 
chain of hair salons 
called Snip ‘n Duck. 


Ivan Lendl, upon 
announcing that he 
and wife Samantha 
are expecting their 
second child, will 
admit that he likes 
breeding children 
almost as much as he 


likes breeding dogs, 
*^Aids are not as 
obedient,” Lendl will 
admit, “but their 
tricks are funnier.” 

Andre Agassi will play 
Wimbledon finally 


come to the rescue. 
Agassi won’t last into 
the second week of 
the tournament, but 
the British fans will 
love him. 


Look for a top tenner 


Fasclmlbii 


spurUiii 


pretfiGtiORS 


Miatinaif 

capwinie 


retire, once and for 
all. She will not, 
however, climb into 
the stands to hug the 
members of her 







and show up wearing 
white Span-dex under 
his shorts, which the 
All England Club will 
promptly ban. Agassi 
management firm, 
IMG-which owns the 
marketing rights to 
Wimbledon-will then 


on the women’s tour 
and a top 50 player on 
the men’s tour to fall 
in love. 


Look for Martina 
Navratilova to win a 
tenth Wimbledon 
singles crown and 


oftmaligned but 

much-appreciated 

“coterie.” 


Already angry about 
its second-class 
citizenship in the ITF, 
theWTA(led by 
president Chris Evert) 




























Will Stefan Edberg take 
his long time girlfriend 
Annette Olsen to the 
altar, or will she go for 
another Swede? 


will demand-and 
get-its own version of 
the men's $8 million 
Grand Slam Cup. 


Stefan Edberg will 
finally take longtime 
girlfriend Annette 
Olsen to the alter. Or 
will Olsen, who 
previously courted 
Mats Wilander, throw 
a net over yet another 
Swede? 


Carling 

Bassett-Seguso and 
husband Robert are 
awaiting the arrival of 
son Holden’s younger 
brother or sister. Will 
they name the child 
Break Serve so that 
they can introduce the 
children as Holden 
Break Serve? 

Steffi Graf will fall in 
love with a 
well-known rock 
musician, who will 
take father Peter’s 
place in the friend’s 
box at Wimbledon. 

Boris Becker is mad as 
hell and he’s not going 
to take it anymore. 
The German is talking 
strike at the U.S. 

Open in September if 
the USTA doesn’t 
rethink its policy of 
playing the finals one 
day after the semis 
instead of allowing for 
a day’s rest, as the 
other Grand Slams do. 
The Super Saturday 
lineup is mandated by 
CBS, which refused to 
renew its TV contract 
unless it could control 
the scheduling of the 
event. *'1 am against 
this television 
dictatoriship in 
tennis,” says Becker, 
who is urging all of 
this year’s 

semifinalists to refuse 
to play if things don’t 


•Ml ' ■ V,"' 
















Becker frustrated with 
life and angry with tour 
organisers 























EXERCISK 


Predictor JACK LALANNE is America’s 
best-known exercise teacher. Through his 
numerous books, television shows, and health 
spas, he has spread his message of proper diet and 
regular exercise. Using such phrases as “ten 
seconds on the lips and a lifetime on the hips,” Mr. 
Lalanne estimates that he has helped take a ton of 
fat off American women every day for the past 25 
years. 

1993-2030 

It has been sadly observed that some athletes 
suffer from hidden problems. And so a super jogger 
falls dead of a heart attack at age 44. A 
combination of psychotherapy (which will 
de-intensify deadly, hidden weaknesses) and 
exercise will—this is my prediction—progressively 
prevent such personal disasters, and we may 
expect to see psychiatrists jogging with a number 
of patients, watching and questioning, not on the 
couch, but on the run. 

There are just some things we can’t get rid of. 
Overuse syndrome is one of them. The culprits are 
more aggessive play, harder surfaces and, 
particularly for the pros, too many tournaments. A 
body, no matter how fine-tuned, can only take so 
much. But trainers are predicting that this 
syndrome will level off and then decline. 

Reebok’s new slogan is “It’s Time to Play”. 
Apparently so. After years of hearing and reading 
about th^virtues of sustained, strenuous exercise, 
we’re now being told that the equivalent of a few 
brisk walks per week is enough to increase our 
odds of living longer and healthier. People are 
gardening, hiking and dancing for exercise. Also 
look out for step training: it’s like low-impact 
aerobics except that participants trudge on and off 
small plastic platforms, often holding light 
weights. Stepping puts very little strain on the 
knees, ankles and feet while working the thighs 
and buttocks. 



American football will 


Goran Ivanisevic will 
tank one too many 
matches and be 
suspended by the ATP 
Tour. Or else heTl be 
defaulted from a 
tournament for 
. aggravated behaviour. 

John McEnroe, whose 
comeback attempts 
have been just shy of 
expectation, may 
decide to retire 
sometime after the 
U.S. Open. McEnroe 


will then be hearalded 
as a tenhis genius, one 
who revolutionized 
the sport. No one will 
bury McEnroe; they 
will only praise him. 


Steffi Graf, whose 
game and emotional 
resolve were taxed by 
reports that her father 
had an affair with a 
nude model, will put 
the incident behind 
her and regain the 
dominance she 


lose popularity but some 
of It s better 
aspects—like the cheer 
leaders—will be adopted 
by football and even 
cricket 


displayed in 1988. 


Don’t be too surprised 
if Jana Novotna and 
Helena Sukova, the 
world’s top-ranked 
doubles team, split up 
and Novotna starts 
playing with Hana 


Mandlikova. After all, 
Mandlikova is 
Novotna’s coach these 
days. 


Miraculously, Monica 
Seles’ on-court 
moaning will cease. 


Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario will float 
aimlessly through 
much of the year but 
come up with a big 
win when it matters 
most. 
















A I RANDOM 


Predictor W.C HEINZ was a general reporter, 
war correspondent, and sports writer for the 
New York Sun. He is a five—time winner of the 
E.P. Dutton Award for the best magazine sports 
article of the year. He is also the author of five 
books, three involving sports: 

THE PROFESSIONAL, considered by many to be 
the finest novel about boxing ever written; and 
Once They Heard the Cheers, a reminiscent 
revisit with sports heroes of the years 
1945—1965. 

As Homo sapiens continues to grow in height, and 
basketball scores mount commensurably, the 
basket will be raised from 10 ft. to 10 ft. 6 in. 
Games will still be won in the last two seconds, 
but with such comparatively modest scores as 
9g—97. 


1992 

Boxing, as the most socially significant of all the ; 
sporting art forms, will remain, as it has alwaya* v 
been, a refuge for the underprivileged. With the 
decline of prejudice and the advancement df 
social legislation in America, however, most ' 
world-class boxers, and thus the champions, ’ 
will emerge from the less economically secure 
and less socially orimted nations. 


With the decline of American football, its 
progenitor, English rugby, involving as it does 
running with the ball, passing, kicking, and 
tackling with less expense to budgets and bodies, 
will take new root in the US. 

By 1993 

The mass media will be the primary conduit of 
sports entertainment. There will be television 
schedules presenting nothing but sports events, 
sports personalities, sports news, sports training 
techniques, sports equipment, sports 
medicine-the total sports television network. . 








Byisn 

SOCCER will lose some of the popularity it has 
enjoyed in recent years, but another sport, the 
age-old English sport of cricket, will become 
popular all over the world. The game will be 
speeded up for American purposes, but it will 
retain some of the leisurely, homespun 
character that has been identified with it in 
^gland British Commonwealth countries 
down through the centuries. 
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Predictor MARTIN ABRAMSON is a former sports 
and feature writer for the New York Herald 
Tribune. He has also done numerous articles on 
sports and other subjects for Playboy. Reader’s 
Digest, Cosmopolitan, and Esquire. Mr Abramson 
is the author of seven books. 

A M^OR international cricket match will be 
held in Yankee Stadium in the fall of 1993. It 
will be so successful that the first professional 
Cricket league will be formed in the US. 

BOXING will enjoy a comeback, with more 
white fighters competing because of the large 


y. 


sums offered and because a national 
depression will make it hard for many young 
people to find decent jobs. 

WOMKN S basketball will continue to gain in 
popularity, but it will not match the appeal of 
the male game. For the first time, a woman 
player will be allowed to compete for an entire 
season on a male basketball team. 

THE record for the mile run will go down to 3 
min. and 32 sec. And for the first time a woman 
runner will break 4 min. in running the mile. 

1993-2030 

As electronic video games featuring sports 
become ever more sophisticated and 
advanced, professional leagues will be 
formed. Their members will play games at 
home, competing with others who also play in 
their homes, via electronic and cable 
connections. Since games of this type do not 
require physical skill, but rather mental • 
agihty and dexterity, there will arise a new 
breed of sports performeri who will not have tt 






PATRICK EAQAR 


be physically strong or require constant 
training 

Robots will become so advanced in their 
physical characteristics and their ability to 
perform as "hessians” that American football 
teams will be made up of these robots. These 
will be directed from the bench by the coach. 

The mile will be run in 3 min. flat by a male 
and a female mark of 3 min. 40 sec. will be set. 

Tennis tournaments will be won by 13-and 
14-year-olds defeating competitors twice 
their age . 

The record price for a yearling racehorse in 
the U.S. will be 4.5 million. 


DIET AND REFORM 


Predictor Jim FIXX is the award-\vinning author 
of the bestselling Complete Book ofRuaniag, 
which has sold over 1,000,000 copies in hardcover 


and has been translated into 12 languages. A 
former magazine editor, Mr Fixx has served as 
senior editor of Life, and editor in chief of 
McCall's. His other books include Games for the 
Superintelligeat, Solve It! and Jim Fixx’s Second 
Book of Running. 

1997 

One third of American workers will bicycle, run, 
or roller-kkate to and from work. Major 
American companies will install showers and 
locker rooms and give time off for exercise. 

2000 

Exercise will routinely be used to treat drug and 
alcohol addiction and many psychological 
problems, including depression and phobias. 

2005 

A woman will run a marathon in 2:17 

2010 

Cigarette smoking will be uncommon. 
Consumption of marijuana and alcohol will be 
down sharply, but use of other psychogenic 
chemicals, including artificial endorphins for 
mood enhancement, will have increased. 

2030 

Jim Fixx, age 98, will compete in his 58th Boston 
Marathon. 


Equipment 


RESIST AIR MUSCLE TONER: Picture a tennis racket 
with no throat, a thin, dacron skin instead of 
strings, and a 35-by~2S inch super-kuper-bversize 
hitting area and you’ve grasped the concept of 
this unique wrist, arm and shoulder firm-tip 
device. Just make sure there are no loose papers 
or hairpieces around! 

DOUBLE-LAYER SOCKS: Yeah, we know—what 
could be exciting about socks. Try this: This may 
be the most effective way yet to prevent athlete’s 
foot and blisters. A company will manufacture 
socks that will wisk away moisture from the 
foot, while the two layer concept reduces friction. 

MIZUNO^S 1991 TENNIS LINE: Better known for 
its baseball gear, Mizuno's tennis rackets, shoes, 
clothing, strings and accessories will be the hit of 
the year. And having Ivan Lendl as corporate 
spokesperson won’t hurt sales either. 

HEAD GRAPHITE FUSION: Borrowing 
technology from tennis rackets and skis. Head 
will come up with a truly innovative tennis shoe. 
The graphite system will provides fi ve times the 
support of steel, and the Traction Wedge 
enhances stability without restricting movement. 








FOCUS 


Even the presence of stars like 
Richards, Greenidge and Marshall 
Isn’t enough to keep the West 
Indian cricket board’s balance 
sheet in the black 


Terry Alderman and 
Bruce Reid struggle 
for form in the 
Caribbean whiie the 
West Indian cricket 
board’s balance 
sheet moves into the 
red 
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WHEN THE GO 



ERE is a question with a bleak answer: are we never going: to have a five-Test series 
in the West Indies again? According to Steve Camacho, former Test cricketer and 
presently the executive secretary of the West Indies cricket board, that is more 
than just a distinct possibility. The West Indies board expects its balance sheet to 
show more red than black after the current tour by Australia, and warns that 
future Caribbean tours will be much shorter affairs. 

This comes as something of a shock to the cricketing world, especially when one 
considers two inescapable facts: firstly, that the prospect of a West 
Indies—^Australia contest is a promoters* dream come true, especially as both 
teams are currently fighting for the world’s top ranking; and secondly, the fact 
that the present series brought the West Indies board a much-needed funds boost 
of at least $ 320,000 from television rights. 

think what we basically have to talk about is that we are no longer a 
five- match country, ” said Camacho in Kingston in the first week of March, 
“Regrettably, it’s becoming an inescapable financial fact.” Pressing home the 
point, he claimed that future tours could possibly be restricted to three Tests and 
five one-day internationals in order to minimise losses. 

“Most of our expenses are in hard currency.” said Camacho, “so we are really 
taking a battering. In Jamaica our dollar used to be very strong. Now it’s eight 
dollars to one US dollar. It’s really frightening.” 

It was not the only frightening aspect of the current tour, though. Till the first 
weekend of March, there had been a steady flow of cricketers to hospitals, with a 
total of 17 surgical stitches needed on both sides of the dressing rooms. Strangely, 
though, it was the home team that came under heavy fire from the touring 
bowlers. The opening day of the first Test in Kingston saw the West Indies 
frontline batsmen come under fire against pace bowling, the same weapon that has 
proved their main asset against international batsmen over the past two decades. 
And on the subject of fast bowling: For Terry Alderman, hero of two Ashes 
campaigns in England, life is considerably more complicated on West Indian soil 
than anywhere else in the cricketing world. Alderman is part of the Australian 
touring team* yet has hardly made an impression in the Caribbean. 

He has three ambitions to fulfil before he hangs up his bowling boots. Alderman 
wants to play a major role in the 1992 World Cup. for, amazing though it might 
seem, he has never played a World Cup match for his country. ScK^ondly. he wants 
to play a Test against India, another feat he has never achieved in a distinguished 
career. And thirdly, he wants to cover himself with glory on West Indies soil. 

Less than two years ago, Alderman was the toast of the Ashes series, 
spearheading the 1989 Ashes victory against the out-gunned Englishmen, who 
had more captains in that series than England has had monarchs in the entire 
20th century. No man in the history of this game had ever taken 40 wickets twice 
(yes, twice) in an Ashes series before Alderman re-wrote the history books. 

The Alderman legend has its genesis in Ashes contests, where the West 
Australian swing bowler has been a consistently illustrious performer, yet he has 
never made his mark on the Caribbean islands. Thus, the man whose swing 
bowling played the major role in the 1989 Ashes victory, is reduced to a virtual net 
bowler on the current tour, a bowler whose only hope of breaking through to the 
Test side is if the other strike bowlers suffer an injury. 

Now 34, Alderman toured the West Indies in 1984 but was dropped fbr the last 
two Tests of that five-match Test series. Alderman was not injured, he was 
dropped simply because of lack of form. He had taken only four wickets at the 
average of 99 runs apiece. 

This man could probably walk unrecognised through the ihain strcjet of 
Barbados. The challenge for Alderman on West Indies pitches is greater than 
anywhere else in the world, because the pitch surfaces just do not suit his style of 
bowling. To add to his problems on this tour, he was laid low by a stomach virus 
which affected both his tour preparation as well as his short-term prospects. 

As well, with the other Australian fast bowlers playing to the sort of level that 
only Australian fans could have dreamed of, Alderman’s chances receded even 
further. The virus was the last straw. “I lost a stone in weight in a week,” ho said. “I 
wasn’t prepared for major cricket and the other blokes were doing well, so 
suddenly I was out of contention for the one-dayers, as well as the opening Test. 

**And it doesn’t get any easier. I am now ready,to ftre when I get the opportunity 
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Success was Terry 
Alderman’s middle name 
less than two years 
ago...but the odds seem 
to have caught up 
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but on this sort of tour the only opportunity is a rare one. Unless you do really well 
enough in the warmup games to force your way into the Test team, the tour will 
have gone before you even get started. 

‘Tt is e8p>ecially disappointing because I wanted to prove I could do well here after 
the 1984 tour. The whole thing is most frustrating. It is difficult watching the 
boys and thinking how much you would like to be out there, although watching 
them doing so well is also a tonic. ” 

Yet, at the time of writing, Alderman’s grand total for the West Indies tour was 
no more than 17 overs, bowled in the first tour game. And unless someone 
suddenly loses form, drastically or one of the fast men is injured. Alderman will 
return home without having added to that tally. 

Life has also been hard for lanky leftarm fast bowler Bruce Reid. Since he made a 
comeback from what looked like being, a career-threatening back injury, he took 13 
wickets in the Melbourne Test against England, before suffering, with a strained 
back once more in the West Indies. 

Reid’s back injury kept him out of cricket for 18 months, yet after he had made 
his comeback in December 1990 against the touring Englishmen, he was soon to 
suffer once more. An ankle injury ruled him out of the second innings against 
England in the Adelaide Test. He was ruled out of the Perth Test by a virus, and 
then painful spasms in his back ruled him out of early games in the West Indies, 
after the beanpole fast bowler had spent several hours on the flights to the West 
Indies. Not yet 28, Reid is now the number four bowler in the squad, behind Craig 
McDermott, Merv Hughes and Mike Whitney. 

Those doubters in the Australian cricketing fraternity who wondered at the 
inclusion of Whitney in the first place must be glad that the presence of another 
left -armer will pose a suitable threat to the West Indian batsmen, even if Reid does 
not play another Test on this tour. Why take two left-arm bowlers, carped the 
critics. In retrospect, it’s just as well the selectors picked Whitney to back up his 
fellow southpaw, Reid. 

David McMahon, Melbourne 
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^ hen Graham Gooch’s XJ were nearly 
M obliterated Down Under by Allan Border’s XI. it 
W was the nadir for English cricket. Never in the 
r recent history of the game, was an English team 
subject to such humiliation on foreign soil. The 
experts and the custodiaits of the game, suddenly 
sat up straight and realised that if England was 
to figure again in cricket’s supremacy, some new 
blood would have to be infused. Some new 
batsmen, who could once again bestow England 
with a pride that now belongs to the folklore of 
the game. 

One name that immediately comes to mind, 
when one thinks of batting talent, is the 
prodigious Zimbabwean-born, Graeme Hick. A 
batsman who, with his mesmeric style of batting, 
has impressed the selectors enough to give him a 
chance this English summer, against the touring 
Caribbeans. 

1988 was the year when Hick announced his 
presence to the world. That was the year when he 
demonstrated that many faceted game of his by 
scoring a magnificent 405 against Somerest. A 
score that still^stands as the highest individual 
tally in first class cridket this century, in 
England. That day Archie McLaren’s record of 
424. barely escaped obliteration. 

That was also the year when Hick, with a knock 
of 172, orchestratedtB&West Indies pace battery, 
chang in g their tune and rhythm on many an 
occasion. The same knock taking him past the 
epochal 1,000 runs in first class cricket. A rather 
taken aback, Viv Richards admitted that he had 
not witnessed many innings of such calibre. 


Well, it surely does not need 172 
odd runs to make out that Hick is 
good batting material. The ease 
with which he swings the bat, the 
elegance with which he comes 
behind, the ball, and the finesse 
with which he executes his shot, 
leaves little to be spoken about. 

His willow says it all. 

For a man who has achieved so 
much at a tender age, for a man 
who is referred to as the batting 
prodigy of the decade (Tendulkar 
may disagree). Hick comes 
across as a modest and very down 
to earth person. “1 really do not 
know how good I am as a 
batsman. Nor do I think my 
technique is always perfect. I just 
go to the wicket when my turn 
comes and try to play as naturally 
as 1 can. As far as records and 
achievements ai’e concerned, well, 
1 do not even bother about them 
says Hick. He surely does not have 
to bother much, the records just 
go down like nine pins. 

The years of waiting in the 
shadows, waiting for recognition, 
waiting to don English colours, 
seems to be over at last. It’s time 
for Hick to emerge out of 
darkness and prove to the world 
that he can do the things expected 
of him. 

Come summer and Hick will be 
on the bandwagon, trying to 
revive the sagging morale of 
English cricket, knowing fully 
well what he is getting into. The 
pressu re to impress, the pressure 
for tall scores will be always there. 
Hick admits, “I’ll just try to stick 
it out and see what happens. It 
will be like starting all over again 
for me. Everything I’ve done 
before will mean nothing.’’ 

So over to Graeme Hick, and the 
English summer. 

HmshPandya 
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r Laughed at, ridiculed and 

underestimated, the 

i 42-year-oid former champ gets 
a shot at the world title on April 
19th. A look at the boxer turned 
overweight preacher turned 
world heavyweight contender. 

Foreman is also looking 
beyond Evander Holyfield...his 
sights are on Mike Tyson 
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Boxing with a kid in front of the 
American flag 
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(bati thB^Bvenin^ > '• 

. fiqi«ttiaa tusA whrai heliad ptft 
imay everythtiig thento pu^ 
sway, Qiere was still a little plaoe 
3!0ft for abit here and there before 
he rolled into his Cadillac and 
drove home to family and 9ible. 
finally, he ended up weiglUpQyir a 
.retnarkable I75kgs and ws^ the 
roundest preacher ever. Qebr^ 
Ihreman served his congregation 
tor nine years. It is not quiteolear 
whether be was given new 
directions from above, but . 
suddenly he looked at the “ 
American boxing scene and saw 
that it was not good, not good at 
all. And then he rode Ood^s 
opposition. 

Seriously, fatty decided to malm 
a comeback. In the Texan heat, he 
managed to lose more pounds 
than what some normal people 
dreigh. He raced uphill and 
downhill-backwards and forward. 
He went to the gym and hit a 
leather bag. And finally he did 
some skipping. 

Then he sparred round after 
round and proved that eyithough 
he had forgotten a lot, he did not 
forget everything he knew about 
tills noble art of self-defence. And 
he did the ultimate self-sacrifice: 
he ignored Big Macs and frips 
except for breakfast and.began to 
eat the minimum; 12, eggsvdnly. 
Big George was a mature 38 when 
he interpreted God’s word i^ew 
mid went back to his old routine. 
Gf course, he was laughdda.t^-38! 
Ha, ‘Is the man potty? Did George 
, iwiant to become champ of the 
. ^andfather’s league? Popularise 
> boxing with seniors? Boxipg as 
therapy? . • 

, But Foreman thought 
differmitiy. He wanted sametiling 
.fntir^y different, 1 want Tyacm’ 
ti)e.}toverehd George F6re£^ 
eaidquiteserioui^.eWi%pugh . 
fheentixe wm^ lat^ 




-csfeer. Buth& wtmj^mi 
0 {mohento who tiio«^ t 
enter tito, rthgwi^ 




tnUe about boxing,' 

It was suOlotenA that hia 
mpponenta girlmaced'bribi!^ 
J|^ta. and could hear 
toidntHiig' 



Poranum fiatrOonhfs cometmek 
Wal kneoto out Qany Cooney In 
one of his early fighta 


bout starting. Andikhenhehad. 
knocked thmn cut* hevlumted; t 
wantTyscm. Bveiyq^odalilBae 
tiiatitwasafhroehuttibiiy, . 
laughed leaf ajMUtthdoldnmb.- 


wiim through blows tbat,evea a .' .v 
half--blind man oouMavtddbdi ; / 
meanwhile, back in the tip, they 
all'talk about the inevitable ^ 
between George Foreman and 
Ircm Mike Tyeon. And the way ( : 
Tyson beat Ruddook,the aurageay-L 
is back again ixthis araegi^. 

TJnieas Ivon Mika agrreek to fight ^ 
tim first five rounds handtefflMl^ 
tiiMfemightbeamassaces. ,> 
-But nevertiieless, there is '’<1 
aoinething fascinatiiig about the .; 
fight between the Reverend 
George Foreman and Tysoh, 
youngeooughtobehiseon. Why ; 
not label war the . . 
generatl(m»?Dadagai^ the^; ^ 
boddest Idd? perhapehiejmight.dl(o 
. abttofxeadingtrmnthelhlfte' 
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TYSON VS RUDDOCK 


N FVER in the recent hislo- 
r>’ of l>oxjng has one 
come across a more 
imposing ptTsonality 
than that of Mike Tyson. 

Mm then he changed. Ty.son the 
c haiiipion bec ame Ty.son the arro¬ 
gant. And Tyson the arrogant i>eca" 
me I’yson the v^anquished 
Wiien a man called Muster 
Douglas hurtled him down from 
the pinnacle of glc^ry . the 
mvinciliiliry hud at last been ero¬ 
ded. I’he world in general and 
'lyson in particularlealised that 
even he could be defeated, l-rom 
the height of glory lyson was rele¬ 
gated uj the ranks of an ordinary 
fighter. The pri*vioiis wins no lon¬ 
ger counted, and he realised that if 
he was ever to command the same 
lespecn that lie did once, then he 
would have to light his way back 
the top .And .so it was with a vvnge- 
ance that Tyson started training tor 
hi^ fight with Donovan ‘Razor’ 

Ruckle >ck. 

I’his \-engeance, this anger that 
was gnawing at his insides drove 
him to lonure his body during prac¬ 
tice se.ssioris. And he spared no 
words, whc*n it came to his inien 
lions "I w.mi to kill him. I'har's 
wfial I w ant to do, kill him, Ab.so- 
lulely I’here is no point in elabora¬ 
ting Vi’hal 1 .said is what I mc^ant. 
I'hat IS what 1 want to do," he said a 
lew days before liis fight 
I he ignominy oi the defeat 
must have reminded Tv.scm of his 
murkier past A past, when he was a 
no one lie suddenK bectime cyni¬ 
cal of the other boxers, "I represent 
a whole different class Other 
boxers are HollyAvcn^d guys They 
won i help anybody, lliey don’t 
heai pc‘oples'cries 1 repre.senf the 
oppressed, w hite or black." Elabora¬ 
ting fimher he revealed hitherto 
unknown facets abc^ul himself,"! do 
things, like .spending time with the 
luindicappeci, I vcipc their mouths, 
there's tile feeling of involvement 
and 1 emoy it." A far cr> from the 1 
give a damn" image that he had culri- 
v ared over the v ears Hut then in a 
characieiisiic 'l yson draw'! he conti- 


Gladiator 

Rematch 


nues, "But I’m no angel. If you rip | ed die ring, the fight had already 

into me, I li rip into y^ou. Tliai is | began, outside Ruddock’s group 

what makes Mike 'l yson That’s the i were not too pleased w irh having 

fire m me " I Richard SU'c^le .supeivise the fight 

And it was thi.s fire in him that I 'I'he reason advanced "He f Steele) 

kept presiding Inin on, kept goad | is loo close to Don King. It is no 

mg at him, reminding him that he | sec ret The problem we have with 

was nc.) longcT tlie king He also | Steele is that he may stop the fight 

realised that his fight was not gene- | too soon VC'e want him to give us 

rating the mass intc rest that it used I the benefit ol the doubt." .said 

to evoke in the not too di.slanr pasf I Murad .Muharnmed, Ruddock's pro- 
His was lu.si another fight, people I motor 'I’his iniiiieciialely whipped 

were saving up their dollais to | ufi a coniroveisy and prompted the 

watch the “liappening', the fight Ixn- I C^haiiman ()f the Nev ada (.ominis- 

w'cen HolyTield and Eoreman. The | sion to reialiatt*. "Richard iv a god 

'ly.son light was ju.si another event | fearing man. It he is the No 1 refe- 

Mut even before the fighters enter- | ree in the world it s liec au.se of the 

The slinging match is on. Tyson vs Ruddock at a 
Press conference. 







Nevada Commission and not Don 
King. The bottom line is that he’s 
nor controlled by Don King." Surpri¬ 
singly the Tyson camp said nothing 
about the issue 

On March 18 D-day it was a lean 
mean Tyson in the ring again. I’hc 
forgorton Tyson. The 'f'yson ol 
yesteryears. From the word go. he 
had Ruddock in all sorts of trouble. 
In the second round itself a left 
hook from Tyson saw Ruddock on 
the lloor, though he was immediate¬ 
ly back on his feet. In the very next 
round aruither letl hook from 
1 yson saw Ruddock on the canvas 
till the count of si*ven 

It w'as finally in the .seventh 
round that it happened 2 tnjnutes 
and 22 .seconds into the round, ano¬ 
ther left from 1yson saw Ruddock 
falling onto the lopes, ihough he 
never hit the c anvas. Referee Steele 
immediately stopped the fight Rud¬ 
dock looked amazed that tlie fight 
had been slopped 'I'lKuigh he had 
taken a battering horn Tyson it look 
ed as though he could .still go on 
Then it was a free-for-all tx'tvveen 
the cornermen of both the groups 
and the grc.vn jacketed sec unly 
men that lasted for some minutes 

Fven d'y.son. richer by S20 million 
after the fight, did not seem too satis¬ 
fied with the outcome The usual 
Ty.son ending, nevei left anything 
to be answ'ered "f would have lov¬ 
ed to have hurl him and then finish¬ 
ed him. l‘m not happy, f cun do bel¬ 
ter. I could have jabbed heftier. Let's 
fight again. I fcai nf> man", he said 
immediately after the fight. To 
which Rudelex’k reacted, "I liked 
Tyson before and I like.him belter 
now. >X'e are bc^tfi gladiators " 

Fven before the dust liacl .settled 
dowm, negotiatiems were on for a 
' rematch, and the date has been fix¬ 
ed for June 28. I wo months might 
erode some of Tyson’s aggressive¬ 
ness and ccmfidcnce, and Ruddock 
could well incuk ale some new tech¬ 
niques in this period. And time wall 
.sure .stand still, when the gladia¬ 
tors' enter the ring again. 

K.O. Jacob 


before deeding out the boxiz^ 
gloves? ,, . 

Big Oeorge remains serious and 
deterxnlned; He behaves as if the 
fight against Tyson was logical. 
He talks about how he belongs to 
those who want to become world 
champs. He shows off. He says, 

111 hit him in the first round'. He 
talks with the same expression on 
hie face as if delivering one of his 
sermons in the Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. T won’t knock him 
out then, as the people pay too 
much to see the fight.’ Come on 
Oeorge, go easy on the hyperbole! 

Big George tortures his 40 
years. For what? Ls it for good 
food? Women? A Cadillac? 

Bundles of notes? 

1 had all that before* he says. Yes 
indeed... .five wives, eight 
sons-among them three of them 
are called Oeorge Jr George HI, 
and George IV as if the Foremans 
lived in Buckingham Palace. 

‘No’ he says, 1 did it for the 
children.* 

The word ‘children* always 
sounds good. And he does not 
mean his own but all black kids 
in Houston ‘who should have the 
chance once the way I hadr said 
the fighting Foreman. 

The reason: North Houston’s 
“Oeorge Foreman Youth and 
Community Centre”. Not quite as 
grand as it sounds but it does 
have a boxing ring and training 
equipment and plays substitute 
parent to 400 children every 
afternoon, some of whom cannot 
afford the 10 dollars yearly fee. 

But never mind; Big George 
welcomed all and taught them to | 
plant the fist on brother’s nose 
whilst dying. And when he has 
beaten Mike Tyson and gets real 
big money for it. he will build a 
real centre for the kids with the 
Bev. Oeorge Foreman as 
President. 

This takes care of the 
sentimental aspects of the 
upcoming fight with Mike Tyson. 
And the theme of tlie fight: Big 
Daddy with the large heart for 
small kids against the sox4tes8 
thrasher who wastes his money 
on cars that he bangs against 
trees. 

; liAssnv^e, Qewge 
preparing;i^^ 



Mike Tyson with Don 
King (behind) 

against £vander Holylield. He taea 
hired Archie Moore as his ooaoh. 
Archie Moore—remember him? 
Archie used to box in the stone 
age. Today he is a lovable old man, 
about 75, but actually no one 
knows how old be is, not even 
himself. But An^ie knows 
sosiething that Oeorge would like 
toknow; Archie was worldtdisinp' 
in the heavyweight division when 
he was 48. Can you believe that? 

But Archie Moore is optixnlstic 
and gi^ this piece of ancient 
wisdom to beat Tyson: 'Justaeeto 
it that the youngster has totake 
' three steps whilst you take only 
<Mje.’ 

Tyson, you coward, line up! 
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SOCCER SPECIAL 


I T is g'enerally agreed that 
football has never been so fast, 
yet look at the success this 
season of the over-30s. 

How could 34*year-olds such as 
Bryan Robson of Manchester 
United and Gordon Strachan of 
Leeds United have reasonably 
been expected to do as much as 
they have for their clubs—and 
even for their countries? 

Or is any midfield player doing 
better than Bernd Schuster, who 
seems to have had, at 31, a new 
lease of life with Atletico Madrid? 

With this in mind, how right 
Kenny Dalglish seems to have 
been to have paid suddenly and 
unexpectedly E650,000 for the 
31-year-old Scottish attacker, 
David Speedie. 





youngster with West Bromwich 
Albion, a recurring dislocation of 
the shoulder which ruined his 
1986 Mexican World Cup, hernia 
operations and Achilles tendon 
trouble (which caused him to leave 
the 1990 World Cup) last year. 

Yet. Robson keeps bouncing 
back to such an extent that 
Graham Taylor, the new England 
manager, gave him a run against 
the Cameroons because he felt he 
had to make up his mind whether 
Robson would figure in his plans. 

It would be idle to pretend that 
Robson, at 34 and after all those 
appalling misfortunes, can be still 
the same explosive playci* as he 
was in earlier years. 

Yet to his great credit he still 
does his best to pop up 





P'or without him. the team 
embraced a gi*iinly defensive 
policy, and did not have a single 
shot to trouble David Seaman, in 
the England goal. 

Slrachan, the red-headed Scot, 
deep outside-right or central 
mid-fielder, who made his name 
long ago with Aberdeen, has 
especially astonished me. 

Strachan has enormous 
sclf-discipline, trains very hard, 
watches his diet—in other words, 
looks after himself. 

Bryan Robson, for years his 
team-mate in midfield at Old 
Trafford, has (lerhaps a more 
exuberant lifestyle Moreover, his 
whole career has been cursed with 
a seemingly endless succession of 
injuries. 

He suffered two broken legs as a 

Bryail Robson: bouncing back 
Into the reckoning 


■ 





Gordon Strschan: astonishing 

extraordinary. There have been 
temptations over the years to see 
him as one of the g reat lost talents 
of football. 

Cruelly injured playing* for 
Barcelona at Bilbac^ by the 
notorious Basque defender 
Goiochea, Schuster skimped on 
his rehabilitation exercises, was 
out for over a year, ai’gued with 
Barcelona in court, and found a 
billet at Real Madrid before being 
discarded by them last summer. 

That might have seemed the end 
of the road to the blond, well-built 
midfielder, such an exciting force 
in the West German team which 
won the European Championsh^ 
in Italy in 1980. 

But "those of us who thought he 
had slowed down and was 
something of a midfield luxury 
were given the lie when Atletico 
signed him. 

Football has certainly grown 
faster and faster Yet, 40 years 
ago you c^ould hoar the complaint 
that it wfis too fast for its own 
good. 


Devastating 


By BRIAN GLANVILLE 


It would be idle to 
pretend that Robson, at 
34, can be still the same 
explosive player as he 
was earlier. Yet, to his 
great credit, he still 
does his best to pop up 
in the penalty area and 
strike dangerously for 
goal 



unexpectedly in the penalty area | 
and strike dangerously for goal, j 
Roger Milla may. ill advisedly 
and disappointingly, have refused 
to play for Cameroon against 
England at Wembley. 

But last year in the World Cup, 
at the age of 38, he was possibly 
the mc>st effective striker in a 
goal-stricken tournamein, 
scoring the kind of goals which a 
man 20 years younger would have 
been proud to get, tne reward for 
power, pace and quickness of 
reaction, mentally and physically. 

You might even say that in some 
perverse way, Milla’s absence 
from the Wembley match 
increased his reputation, showed 
as clearly as could be his massive 
importance to a Cameroon aide 
which was the grand surprise of 
the World Cup. 

8chuster*s form is also 


And hear the assertion of 
veteran players such as Pat 
Beasley of Fulham, once an 
England winger, that it was 
actually easier than ever to play if 
you j ust used your head. 

You have only to look at clips 
from g£i mes of the 1950s to know 
that soccer today is immeasurably 
quicker than it was, yet still the 
veterans survive And not only 
because they can use their heads; 
they seem to be able to use their 
legs as well. 

Roger Milla S legs are 
something of a physiological 
marvel, the muscular has 
fascinated even famous athletics 
coaches. But if Milla may be the 
exception that proves the rule, 
what of Btrachan, Schuster. 
Robson? 

Life now seems to begin for 
sbeoer'b thirty somethings. # 








Interesting' snippets Iroin tiie world nledi^t that we jKJrnially don t <2,et to liear about. 


GOD TO SERVE 

W ’VE hearci ofsprM t 
bjiiit*’ niodifioci to 
Slut thoohajiyiim- timos. 
but roliuiori Ix'iuf* 
accom rri( )clri ti vu oik )u^*h 
to suit sportiu| 4 - whims 
and ianc.ios? Now, that’s 
Romatliirig iic*w Well, 
Minnesota, USA, 
reeently eaine aei*oss an 
example when s(;me ads 
appeared in the loeal 
newspapers there The 
visual a putting jj- recn 
and a eaption below that 
read - Ts this where you 
spend your Sunday 
mornin^s’‘'^ 

Brainchild ol Rev 
Georj 4 ‘e Martin, an 
E p i SCO pal i a n minis t.e r ■, 
the advertisement sure 
made the j^^oiriiiR’ 
enthusiasts a bit 
And for those who 
wisimd to Ik? redeiiined, 
heolTered a special 5pm 
ffolTers special sei vice'. 

The idijasure is 
catching'on in 
Minnesota and the 


n 


numliers for the 

\sf;]■ vicf?s a I'e swel 1 i n as 

every week Roes by. 

UP IN SMOKE 

/ MAGINKtlwUSof 
Aitwrica without 
baseba/i Or fjt^ffor stiII, 
baseba// 

without Lobiiuco Thu 
qunstion that co/rie.s up 



and chewing f^um. But 
recfently this American 
custom has been 
receiving- flak. 

Commissioner of the 
g'uine. Fay Vincent, 
ordered the ban of 
smokeless tobaa'o in 
four lesser leag ues with 
a view of a much wider 
ban in future. The rule 
applies to the players, 
roaches, umpires and 
managers 

Dune with an 
infentKai to reduce 
nunilh cancer and other 
gum discast's. the 
decision however, has 
not been rcc(^ived too 
well Said Eddie Wa^f. 
coa('h oftlii' Bradenton 
team [am not sure 


\\\ !/, 



rRo 

CHEWING 

TOBACCO. 

80 

i aAY BAU/ 



is what does bascimll 
have to do with tobacco? 
Baseball and chewing 
tobacco have gone hand 
in hand ever since the 
inception of the game. 
Slugs of tobacco and 
packets of snuff were 
always made available 
for players in club 
houses, along with fruit 


baseball has the right to 
dictate a persons 
habits'. 

Some persons sure 
cannot take good advice. 


AND NOW 
AEROBALL 


OR those of you who 
freak out on 











volleyball or basketball, 
and don’t have the time 
to frequent a court, 
here’s a contraption 
designed by an English 
firm Playsport. Invented 
in the United States of 
America, and now 
currently being 
introduced in England, 
this contraption looks 
like a tent with baskets 
to put the ball in. 

The netting is 
fireproof, and the whole 
enclosure 5m high and 
4m in diameter, is 
supported on 
aluminium poles and as 
the makers claim, 
combines the best of 
volleyball, basketball 
and trampolining. 

The bad news for those 
of you who are 
interested in the 
product, is that it is now 
being sold only by mail 
order, and the name of 
the game before we 
finish off—Aeroball. 


A FURLONG RACE 


I N limes of global 
reof’ssion, making 
money iscvrtciiiily not 
tbeeasn'sl of jobs. But a 
certain punter, who 
goes by the name of Noel 
Furlong, amassed 
enough wealth in a 
couple of days to settle* a 
$900,000 debt with 
British Customs and 
Excise, and furth<?r paid 
offii $900,000 hail 
forfeit Th(j jackpot he 
hit a horse called 
Dostnero 

At the Che^ltonham 
races, bookies were 
accepting bets as high as 
$116,000 on the above 
mentioned horse. The 
horse, not surprisingly, 
was owned by one 
Elizabeth Furlong, and 
the owners raked in a 
cool $5.5 million after 
the races. 

To Mr Furlong (or Big 


Noel as he is known in 
the circuit). gambling 
was a vice that he 
developed quite early in 
his life Starting off in 
Belfast's dark betting 
houses, he moved on to 
the greyhound tracks 
and finally graduated to 
the racing track. Then, 
to avoid the IT 
authorities, he set up a 
carpet import business 
and before long the 
balance sheets of the 
firm showed huge 
profits In 1985 he was 
finally grabbed by the IT 
authorities and charged 
with a $2 8 million lax 
fraud 

Surprise of sui'priscs. 
within a lew days he 
lumped bail and set a 
British-record of failing 
t(^ turn up in court to 
answer 15cliarges of 
evading tax (^n (4ieap 
imports 

Maybe tins has 
something to do wnth the 
faci that he was I lie 
poker champion of 
Ireland at onetime*’ 

From poker to horse 
racing, our Mr. Furlong 
has sure t raversed long 


MONEY ON 
THE TABLE 


• FAMOUS name 
jHLfigured as one of the 
recipients of the 
Maliarastra Ga urav 
Purashkai* award and 
the name whipped up a 
'.xmtvovorsy of sorts. 

Tht‘ name that of one of 
the scions of the Baja) 
empire Niraj Bajaj. 
Elxecutive director of 
Mukand Steel (the 
country’s largest 
produce! of specialised 
steel), he did not receive 
the award for his 
business acumen 
though. The award was 
conferred on him in 
recognition of his 


contribution to the ganu* 
of table tennis in the 
State. 

The story is tliat he. 
top table tennis player in 
the country from 
1970-77 dui’ing which 
he was the singles 
champion for -1 years 
and the captain of the 
Indian team fi’om 
1975-*77. has not lifted a 
table tennis racquet for 
the past decade But he 
has always been a close 
follower of t he game. 

And he realised that 
Indian sports could not 
do well in the 
international arena cUu’ 
to the pauc'ity of funds 
And as a benevolent 
gesture on hi.s p;ii t he 
has started a trust with 
the Rs 1 lakh he has 



received from the award. 

His aim ‘to pi ovide for 
needy sportsmen and 
women youngand 
old" starting with table 
tennis players.’ 

With a few more 
magnanimous 
magnates like him in the 
country, Indian sport is 
sure bound to look up, 





I 


PORTI 



7 West Indies vs Australia 3rd 
Test (Trinidad). Bihar State 
tennis finals (Patna); Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati). National A 
Chess (Pondicherry); Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay). 


L Australia vs Windies Under 
3 XI (St. Vincents); Bihar 
State tennis championship 
(Patna). E3ordoloi football tro¬ 
phy (Guwahati); Beighton Cup 
hockey (Calcutta); National A 
Chess tournament (Pon¬ 
dicherry) 


8 . Japan Open tennis 
(Tokyo); Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati) ; 1st Standard Char¬ 
tered Indian Open tennis 
championships for men and 
women (Bombay); National A 
Chess (Pondicherry) 


2 Australia vs Windies Under 
23 XI (St Vincent); Bihar 
State tennis championship 
(Patna). Final of Beighton Cup 
hockey tournament (Calcutta); 
Bordoloi trophy (Guwahati); 
National A Chess tournament 
(Pondicherry) 


9 : West Indies vs Australia 
3rd Test (Trinidad); Japan 
Open tennis (Tokyo); Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati). Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay); Nation¬ 
al A Chess (Pondicherry) 


3 ; Bordoloi trophy (Guwahati); 

Bihar State tennis cham¬ 
pionship (Patna); National A 
Chess (Pondicherry) 


West Indies vs Australia 
lUsrd Test (Trinidad); Japari 
Open tennis (Tokyo): Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati): Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay); Final 
round of National A Chess 
tournament (Pondicherry) 


I ^.Australia vs West Indies 
l^Board XI (Barbados); 
Japan Open tennis Finals 
(Tokyo). US Masters Golf (Au¬ 
gusta). FA Cup semi tinals, 
Arsenal vs Tottenham Hotspur 
(Wembley), and Nottingham 
Forest vs West Ham United 
(Villa Park); Commenwealth 
table tennis championships 
(Nairobi); Pans marathon. 


0|: Finals of Asian club Vol- 
61ieyball (Hiroshima); Finals 
of 10th Commonwealth TT 
(Nairobi); London marathon for 
men and women; Heritage 
Classic golf (Hilton Head); Sait 
Nagjee football (Calicut); Final 
of Bandodkar football tourna¬ 
ment (Goa); West Indies vs Au¬ 
stralia 4th Test (Barbados) 1st 
Federation Cup Hockey 
(Lucknow \ 


OQ. 41st World T T (Chiba. 
60japan). Madrid Open Golf 
(Madrid). Greater _Gcfiansboro~-' 
Open GolflGreensboro), 46th 
Sr. Natl. Cycling (Bombay). 
Sait Nagiee Football (Calicut). 
Monte Carlo Open Tennis Fin¬ 
als (Monte Carlo). Sub-Junior 
Hockey Nationals (Chandi¬ 
garh), West indies Vs Australia 
5th Test {St. John's. Antigua). 


f C Australia vs West Indies 
lUBoard XI (Barbados), 
Commonwealth T T (Nairobi). 
Boston marathon (Boston); 
Finals of Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati) 


OO; Sait Nagiee football 
66(Calicut). Monte Carlo 
Open tennis championships 
(Monte Carlo); Western Indian 
tennis championships (Bom¬ 
bay). 1st Federation Cup Hock¬ 
ey (Lucknow) 


AQ: 41st World T.T. (Chiba, 
diS tJap an), Munich Open 
Terin^(Munlch). Sait Na^ee 
Football (Calicut), Sub-Junior 
Hockey Natis. (Chandigarh). 
West Indies Vs Australia, 5th 
Test (St. John's, Antigua). 


lU'. 10th Commonwealth T T 
lU(Nairobi); Australia vs 
Board President's XI (Barba¬ 
dos); Pondicherry State tennis 
championships 


AQ. Sait Nagjee football 
60(Caiicut); Monte Carlo 
tennis (Monte Carlo); Western 
Indian tennis (Bombay); West 
Indies vs Australia 4th Test 
(Barbados); 46th Sr National 
Cycling (Bombay). 1st Federa¬ 
tion Cup Hockey (Lucknow) 




QA; 4l8t. T.T. (^^hiba. 
Oil Japan), Munich Open 
Tennis (Munich). Sait Nagjee 
Football (Calicut), Sub-Junior 
-Hockay Natis. (Chandigarh). 


iiT: 10th Commonwealth T T 
If (Nairobi), Pondicherry ten¬ 
nis. Asian Club volleyball 
championships (Hiroshima); 
7th Asian Freestyle Wrestling 
championships (Delhi) 


OA Sait Nagjee football 
64(Calicut); Monte Carlo 
tennis (Monte Carlo); West In¬ 
dies vs Australia 4th Test (Bar¬ 
bados) Western India tennis 
(Bombay); 46th Sr. Natl. Cycl¬ 
ing (Bombay). 1st Federation 
Cup Hockey (Lucknow). 










































THURSDAY 


4 European weightlifting 
championships for men and 
women (Portugal). Bordoloi 
Trophy (Guwahati); Bihar State 
tennis (Patna), National A 
Chess (Pondicherry). 


n ' Japan Open tennis 
(Tokyo). Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati). US Masters Golf 
(Augusta); Indian Open tennis 
(Bombay) 


|0.10th Commonwealth T T 
lO(Nairobi); Pondicherry ten¬ 
nis. MCI Heritage Classic Golf 
(Hilton Head Island); Asian 
club volleyball (Hiroshima); 7th 
Asian freestyle Wrestling 
(Delhi). 


South American Club 
Cup volleyball for men 
(Sao Paulo). Madrid Opdh Golf 
(Madnd), Greater Greensboro 
Open Golf (Greensboro), 41st 
World Table Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships (Chiba, Japan), 46th 
Sr. Natl. Cycling Chps. (Bom¬ 
bay). Sait Nagjee Football 
(Calicut), 1$t Federation Cup 
hockey (Lucknow), Monte Car¬ 
lo Open Tennis (Monte Carlo). 


C. West Indies vs Australia 
93rd Test (Trinidad); Euro¬ 
pean weightlifting cham¬ 
pionships (Portugal); Bihar 
State tennis (Patna); Bordoloi 
trophy (Guwahati); National A 
Chess (Pondicherry). Indian 
Open tennis (Bombay). 


SATURDAY 


|0 Japan Open tennis 
16(Tokyo), Bordoloi trophy 
(Guwahati). US Masters Golf 
(Augusta); Indian Open tennis 
(Bombay) 


IQ 10th Commonwealth T.T 
Itl(Nairobi); Aslan Club vol¬ 
leyball (Hiroshima); Pondicher¬ 
ry tennis; Heritage Classic golf 
(Hilton Head); Finals of 7th 
Asian freestyle Wrestling (De¬ 
lhi); Sait Nagjee Football 
tournament (Calicut), West In¬ 
dies vs Australia 4th Test 
(Bridgetown, Barbados) 


OQ; South American Club 
6UCup volleyball (Sao 
Paulo), Madrid Open Golf 
(Madrid), Greater Greensboro 
Open Golf (Greensboro), 41st 
world T.T. (Chiba, Japan), 46th 
Sr. Natl. Cycling (Bombay). 
Sait Nagjee Football (Calicut), 
1st Federation Cup Hockey 
(Lucknow), Monte Carlo Open 
Tennis (Monte Carlo). 


Q' West Indies vs Australia 
U3rd Test (Trinidad); Euro¬ 
pean Weightlifting (Portugal); 
Bihar State tennis (Patna); Bor¬ 
doloi trophy (Guwahati); World 
Cup Rowing (San Diego); 
National A Chess (Pondicher¬ 
ry); Indian Open tennis 
fBombavl 


IQ Australia vs West Indies 
lOBoard XI (Barbados); 
Japan Open tennis, US Mas¬ 
ters Golf (Augusta), Finals of 
Indian Open tennis (Bombay) 


OA: 10th Commonwealth 
6Ut.T (Nairobi). Asian club 
volleyball (Hiroshima); Pon¬ 
dicherry tennis, Heritage Clas¬ 
sic golf (Hilton Head); Sait Nag¬ 
jee Football (Calicut), West In¬ 
dies vs Australia 4th Test (Bar¬ 
bados) 1st Federation Cup 
Hockey at Lucknow; 


Q>7: Final of 1st Federation 
61 Cup Hockey (Lucknow), 
South American Club Cup Vol¬ 
leyball (Sao Paulo), Madrid 
Open Golf (Madrid), Greater 
Greensboro Open Golf 
(Greensboro), 41st World T.T. 
(Chiba. Japan), 46th Sr. Natl. 
Cycling (Bombay), Sait Nagjee 
Football (Calicut), Monte Carlo 
Open Tennis (Monte Carlo). 
Sub-Junior Hockey Nationals 
(Chandigarh). West Indies Vs 
Australia, 5th Test (St. John's 
Antigua). 


OTHER EVENTS: 


European 

Chainpions Cup semis, Spartak 
Moscow Vs Marseilles (France) and 
Bayern Municlr Vs Red Star 
(Belgrade). European Cup Winners 
Cup semis, Legia Warsaw vs 
Manchester United and Barcelona vs 
.tuventus. UEFA Cup semis, Roma Vs 
Bron(R>y (Denmark), Sporting Ustxm 
Vs Inter Milan. All tst 1^ matches on 
April 10 and 2nd leg matches on April 
24. Rumbelows Cup Final At Wembley 
on April 21. Men's Federation Cup 
Basketball, Thrissoor, March 31 to AprH 
B. 3rd Alt India Bhairab Chandra 
Mohanty Memorial Gold Cup Hodrey . 
Tournament, Cuttack, April 1—12. ITF 
World Veterans Tennis 
Championships, Perth, April 17—24. . 
Bandodkar Football Tournament, Goa 
A priie—21. 


RADIO: 


Running commentary in Hindi 
and English of 1 st Federation Cup ;'.! 

(Hockey) Final on April 27. Reports on AlW 
Freestyle Wrestling, April 17—19. i 


TELEVISION: 


Live telecaatol Asian 
Freestyle Wrestling, April 17—19, Final 
of Ir^an Open Tennis at Bombay, on 
April 14 and final of 1 st FedertSion Cup 
Hockey on April 27. 
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NATIO NAL GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

BALANC ING 

Just like any other low priority sport in India, 
gymnastics too is given the step-motherly treatment 



A ll over the world, gymnastics is 

considered the mother of all sport, but 
in India it usually receives 
step-motherly ti eatrncnt. This was 
amply evident in the recent 33rd 
National Gymnastics championships 
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Stadium. There was no 
television coverage, no razzmatazz. SAI bigwigs, 
sporting bureaucrats and politicians perenially at 
the helm of power in national sports associations 
were conspicuously missing at the Gymnastics 
Nationals. An apt indication of the warped priorities 
of our sporti ng officials. 

The leading gymnasts of India lamented the lack 
of support, follow-up and facilities for this vital 
sport. Former all-round men's champion Ratan 
Debnath of the Railways rightly said, "Motivation is 
a problem, as besides the Nationals intensive 
competitions are few and we get no international 
exposure.” Sadly, in many States, even the required 
appaj*atus is missing. 

The plight of vivacious 19-year-old Krupali Patel, 
sums up the dilemma of Indian gymnasts. All round 
women's champion for two successive years, 

Krupali rationalised her predicament. "Two years 
ago, 1 won all five individual gold medals. Last year 
I won two gold medals and in this Nationals just one 
gold medal in the fl(X)r exercises. 1 did better earlier, 
as at my alma mater the Motilal Nehru School of 
Sports. Rai, practice facilities were excellent. After 
finishing school, I returned to Bhavnagar in 
Gujarat and joined the NC women’s college Sadly, 
my hometown does not have a gymnasium or bars 
or proper equipment. I practise on makeshift 
equipment outdoors and so am unable to maintain . 
my standard.” 

Krupali Patel, who enjoys listening to Western 
hard rock music and reading the novels of Thomas 
Hardy and D.H. Lawrence, started at the right age, 
three-years-old. She spent five years at Rai and 
developed rapidly under the watchful tutelage of 
coach Sarbir Singh. An ardent admirer of Nadia 
Comaneci, Yelena Shushunova and Olga Korbut, 
Krupali has the ambition to become international 
class. However, lack of facilities is frustrating her 
talent. A case of the loneliness of the talented 
gymnast. Hers is not an isolated case but the norm. 
Many gymnasts had similar complaints. 

Champion Shipra Jana doing the horae vauit 






ONABEAM 


Onkar Singh, the organising secretary said, “we 
have to organise the nationals with the govornmont 
allowance of Rs 75,000, because sponsorship is 
missing. We would like the SAI to adopt gymnastics 
like archery, as it would unearth talent. Still 1 feel, 
there is an improvement of standards witii a greater 
depth in inen*s gymnastics. ” A revealing analysis 
For instance, in the six apparatus titles, only 
Vikas Sabherwal (Punjab) on the pommel horse and 
parallel bars and Hatan Dcbnath on the horizontal 
bars retained their titles A. Dutta of Services won 
his first national title on the vaulting horse. Hajcsh 
Kumar the newly crowned all round champion also 
won the Roman Rings and Debangshu Das (who was 
awarded an Indian record of 9 90 points in the team 
championships on the vaulting horse) annexed the 
Floor exerc ises Otlier promising male gymnasts 
are Chandigarh’s Manipun student Inaubi Singh, 
Kerala’s K. Ashoken and Jay Kumar and the Punjab 
duo of Lakhhir Singh and I iakhabinder Sfiiigh. 

In contrast, in the four appar atus titles for 

Men's champion Ra]esh Kumar of Chandigarh 
on the pommel horse 


women, only one new champion emerged. 
23-year-old Anju Devi. a deaf gymnast from Ambala 
won the beam for the first time. Krupali. Shipra and 
Anju (in vaulting) retained their titles. 

However the most talented gymnast to emerge is 
the 20-year-old new all round men's champion, 
Rajesh Kumar He comes from a family of gymnasts 
and by sheer diligence has become a national 
champion Till last year he had not won any title 
even in junior gymnastics. “Hard work and 
excellent guidance by coaches N Shashi £ind Nirbtu 
Singh has made me a champion " Hopefully Rajesh 
who has the talent and physique to go fai' is not 
frustrated by lack of exposure. Rajesh started 
gymnastics due to family influence, as did Krupali 
and Shipra. Anju watched others practise and as a 
diversion from her ailment took to gymnastics. 

Most gymnasts take to the sport in India either 
accidentally or due to family influence, not exactly 
the right way to appi oach the mother of all sports 
This vital sport needs better marketing and 
promotion, like so many others in our country 
Novy Kapadia, Delhi 






Shipra learnt her gymnastics on bamboo 
bars and a Railway line sleeper as a 
beam 



1 


A Day 
In The 
Life Of 
Shipra Jana 


N the pitch-black of cold winter mornings or 
hot summer days, a dedicated gymnast 
starts her daily routine at village Contai, in 


most dedicated sportsperson 1 have ever seen. 
Her mental strength and powers of concentra¬ 
tion seem God-gifted. She was determined to be 
the national champion and even many set¬ 
backs did not deter her.” 

Shipra comes from a large family: eight 
brothers and sisters and her father is a Class 
IV employee in the Railways. Her personal 
coach Das Chowdhury rates her younger sis¬ 
ter Rinku Jana as a promising gymnast. In 
1988, Railway Sports inspector, Tarun Goswa- 
mi spotted her potential and recruited her in 
South Eastern Railway. She is currently post¬ 
ed at Kharagpur as a Class III employee. 

Her gymnastics career is quite mind- 
boggling. An uncle brought her to Tapan’s 
(known as Bacchu, gym Initially, Tapan Das 
Chowdhury felt hesitant in coaching her as he 
thought she was too stiff However, Shipra 
worked strenuously and diligently for two 
months and Tapan realised she had potential. 

Coach Tapan Das Chowdhury s role is laud¬ 
able. A Physical Education teacher at the 
Southside High School, Kharagpur, Tapan has 
dedicated his life to providing sports facilities 
for local children. His makeshift gym at the 
Palestra Club has facilities for 50 children. 
Initially all the equipment was purchased from 
his salary. Shipra learnt her gymnastics on 
bamboo bars and a Railway line sleeper as a 
beam. After years of dedication, the coach was 
finally rewarded. In December 1990, after 
many written requests to local authorities he 
finally got a grant from the governor of West 
Bengal. He has used the money to purchase 


the hinterland of Midnapur district in West 
Bengal. The epitome of dedication, Shipra 
Jana, India'fe newly-crowned all-round gym¬ 
nastic champion wakes up at 4 am. Her 
routine, since she started gymnastics at her 
local Palestra Club is awesome. Shy and mod¬ 
est she refused to divulge details. Coach Ranjit 
Das Chowdhury narrated her usual daily 
routine. 

He said, “She wakes up at 4 am and studies 
for an hour on her own. Prom 5 am to 6 am she 
goes for private tuition, as she is keen to im¬ 
prove her acadeniic standards. After two hours 
of studies, she comes to my club (Palestra) 
which she joined in 1979. She practises there 
till it was time for college or earlier for school. 
In the evenings, she returns to the club gym. 
for further workouts. Shipra would go back 
home only at 8 pm and have dinner, study a 
little and then sleep by 9.30 pm. She is the 


new equipment. 

Shipra avidly admires the Soviet gymnast 
Yelena Shushanova. She watches her perform 
on video casettes. She is also friendly and 
admires her greatest Indian rival, the viva¬ 
cious Gujarati girl, Krupali Patel. Just as 
Mohammed All took to boxing in childhood as 
his cycle was stolen. Shipra’k motivation was 
nearly similar. 

When she was young, people chided her that 
she was too dark to be a successful gymnast. 
Even gymnastics officials had said that she 
would not receive marks from judges due to 
her dark complexion. Stung by such remarks, 
Shipra strove to prove the doubting Jonahs 
wrong and she achieved this on March 23, 
when she became the all-round women’s gym¬ 
nastic queen of India. From sleepy village Con- 
tai to Delhi, it was a long march for Shipra. 
NmyKsiNidfai 











QUESTION 

1 Which 
• company 
maiiufactu red the 
sliding' I'oof loj' the 
ultra nKJdern 
tennis complex in . 
Flinders Pai'k, in 
Australia? 

2 Who was the 
• only footballer 
in the woi ld who 
has never boon 
warned by a 
referee? 

3 With what 
• game would 
you associate the 
Henry Delaney 
trophy? 

4 Who is the 
• only Indian 
cricketei’ to have 
played the Sheffield 
Shield? 

5 What was 
. Gussy 
Moran’s 
introduction to 
Wimbledon? 

6 Where would 
• you find the 
cricket gi'ound, 
Ellis Park Oval? 

7 Name the 
• grandfather 
of the Chappell 
brothers: Greg, Ian 
and Trevor. 

8 Besides Carl 
• Lewis, who is 
the only athlete to 
retain his/her 
100m sprint title in 


RATING TEST 


Above 14: Wish you were part of our quiz team 
Between 11 and 14: You’re not too bad 
Below 11: Spoitsworld reading recommended 

All answers sent in by the contributor 


ANSWERS 


1. Steel Authority of India Limited 

2. Sir Stanley Matthews 

3. Soccer. Awarded to the winners of the 
European Nations Championships 

4 Rust Surti 

5. Lace panties 

6. Johannesburg 

7. Victor Richardson 

8. -WyomiaTtus 

9. Banque Nationale de Paris (BNP) 

10. Kitty Godfrey 

11. General George Patton 

12. Bob Matthias 

13. Stan McCabe 

14. Graeme Hick 

15. Suzanne Lenglen 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 
SURESHSUBBAMAMAM 
‘KARTHIK’ BHARATMAR THIRD STREET 
SOMASIHIDARAM COLONY 
MADURAI 

TAMIL NADU 625 016 


the Olympics. 

9 Who are the 
• official 
aponsoi's of the 
French Open 
championships? 

"i • Who is the 
only 

woman to win the 
All England Lawn 
Tennis title and the 
All England 
badminton title? 

1 -1 .In the 1912 
JL Olympics 
at Stockholm, he 
finished fifth in the 
pentathlon. But 
yeai's later he made 
waves in a different 
arena to become a 
very renowned 
personality. Who is 
he? 

■4 0. Which 
J. ^ famous 
athlete starred in 
the movie ‘It 
Happened In 
Athens'? 

H O • Which 
-L O cricketer 
was the idol of the 
legend. Sir Donald 
Bradman? 

-j y| .Which 
JL ci'icketer 
was the last one to 
make a four 
hundred in fii-st 
class matches? 

W pr • Who was 
jL the first 
profbssional tennis 
player? 
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H ey, this cannot be 
hapjDening, you 
tell yourself in 
exasperation. 
YouVe been in the gym 
for over an hour, you’ve 
been sweating it out and 
you come out dying of 
thirst. You put in two 
glasses of water and the 
stomach that you 
eventually managed to 
flatten out, is bloated all 
over again. Looks bad? 
Sure. Worse, it feels 
awful. 

Actually this is one of 
the most distressing and 
despairing positions 
that bodybuilders and 
fitness enthusiasts find 
themselves in. Or, 
you’ve just had a tiny 
meal, and you put on 
two extra pounds 
around the waist! Surely 
a man is entitled to a 
decent meal once in a 
while you may say. 
Certainly. 

A distended or bloated 
stomach may be the 
result of a variety of 
reasons. Usually it has 
little to do with the 
volume of one’b food 
intake, and sometimes 


surprisingly has 
nothing to do with one’& 
diet. This week we are 
focussing on some of the 
reasons behind that 
dreaded bloating. 

One of the most 
common (and 
temporary) cause is 
swallowing air. Now are 
you a member of the club 
that believes, that 
chewing gum is the ‘in’ 
thing? That it gives you a 
T care a damn’ image? If 
you are, then you are in 
for bad news. Chewing 
gum makes you swallow 
air. Gulping down water 
or soda after a hard 
workout also leaves a bit 


of air in the tumrny. 
Even eating when you 
are tired and spaced out. 
can make you swallow 
air. 

Now a burp or two 
usually gets rid of the 
air and you feel much 
better and lighter. But 
then sometimes when 
too much of air is 
swallowed, the stomach 
pushes the air into the 
intestines, leaving you 
with a puffy and 
distended stomach. 

High fiber 
carbohydrates like 
cabbage, cereals and 
popcorn, make the 
stomach puff up more. 
Food with less fiber does 
not play truant with the 



stomach as much. Worse 
still if you have high 
fiber foods, too quickly 
and then wash it down 
with a carbonated drink, 
then you are in for 
trouble. The tummy 
puffs up immediately. 

How does this happen 
you may ask? Well, all 
carbonated drinks have 
a certain amount of 
carbon dioxide in it. 

Now when the drink 
warms up inside the 
body, the carbon dioxide 
is released making you 
feel puffed up in the 
tummy. Bad news is that 
beei* also has more or 
less the same effect. Now 
don’t get the feeling that 
an occasional soft drink 
or a beer is disasterous 
for your stomach. Just 
remember, don’t gulp it 
down in one draught. 
Take your time, let some 
of the fizz escape and 
then you are safe. 

A discussion about the 
gastro'gases will not be 
complete unless we talk 
about beans. 

Beans—that economical, 
protein rich food, that 
has of late entered our 
diet in a big way. 
Beans—the musical 
fruit, the more you eat 
the more you toot. But 
surprisingly you can 
avoid the gas in the 
beans: all you’ve got to 
do is to see that the 
beans are fully cooked. 

If you are prone to 
stomach disorders after 
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having beans, then 
here*fei a way to help you 
out. Change the water 
halfway through the 
cooking, and start again 
with fresh water. Beans 
cooked this way gives 
out very little gas. 

Other more serious 
causes of bloating arc a 
nervous stomach or an 
irritable colon. When a 
person eats on a nervous 
stomach, the intestines 
contract and release too 
quickly. In this process 
too much air is 
generated and this 
causes the stomach to 
swell up. 

Now the first step in 
preventing a bloated 
stomach is to isolate the 
foods that don’t agree 
with your insides. Once 
you have done this, 
watch the combinations 
and quantity of every 
meal, and eat those 
irritable foods 
sparingly. Better still is 
a change m the diet, but 
then it may mean doing 
without a few of youi- 
favourite things at meal 
times. 

But just a word of 
caution. If you have had 
recent stomachaches 
even after changes in 
diet, or have found out 
that your ‘indigestion’ 
just does not go away 
then it’s time to head for 
the docls chamber. # 
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Question 


M OW! Wt^ didn't 
k now this 
column was 
read so avidly, 
,uency with 

which letters of enquiry 
pour in is quite 
overwhelming'. Of 
course, we asked for 
them. Matter of fact, 
we're quite happy to 
them. But it does mean 
that we’ll have to take a 
two-week break from the 
normal mould to answer, 
all your queries. 

The first letter we're 
dealing with is from 
Mangesh Polu.‘kar' of 
Pondicherry A 
16- year-old student, 
he’s quite upset about 
his height. Or rather, 
the lack of it. Mangesh 
says he’s tried ‘hanging 
(from a bar, we hope) 
and skipping’, but 
hasn't grown any taller 
We don’t know how 
long you’ve boon 
reading this column, 
Mangesli, but we’ve been 
telling our readers time 
and time again that 
there isn’t any surefire 
method of gofting taller. 
If there was, the world 
would be full of 
six-fcxiters, right? So 
don’t get too upset about 
how tall you are. cos it's 
probably a mattoi* of 
youi' genetics. 

Having said that let 
us now look at the 
brighter side of things. 
You’re just 16, so that 
means you’ve still got a 
few growing years left. 
So if ;you can maintain 
an act.ive 

1 1 fosty lo—wi t hou t 
putting too much of 
compressi on pressure 
Km the spine—ycui’re 
Ixiund to gain a few 
inches. Stretch the spine 
ior all you’re worth. 
Hang from a bar, touch 


Time 


' your toes; swim or play 
some sport where you’re 
reaching out above your 
head And try to make 
sure you get enough 
calcium in your diet 
After that, it’s all left to 
your genetics. 

Here’s another letter 
from someone with the 
same problem Utpal 
Jyoti Barman of Assam 


feels he’s too short for 
his age. In fact, he's 
reasonably downcast 
about being shorter than 
his younger brother! 
Well, Utpal, you're just 
14, and there’s plenty of 
lime for your body to 
attain its full height. 
What you could dev 
however, is try out some 
of the stuff we’ve 


Muscular bulk can disappear If you lay off for a full 
season 



recommended for 
Mangesh. As for your 
hangup about your 
brother, relax, he’s 
probably just grown a 
little earlier in life, that’s 
all. Chances are, you’ll 
catch up with him soon. 
Who knows, maybe even 
overtake him!, 

Now to answer some 
further queries from 
Hormazcl T. Bavaadam. 
An avid bodybuilding 
enthusiast, he wants to 
know if he should 
supplement his 
Bullworker and light 
dumbbell training in the 
morning with a visit to 
the gym in the evening. 

Nothing wrong with 
that. Hormazd. Just 
make sure you aren’t 
overdoing it though. 

And that’s something 
only you’ll be able to 
judge. If you’re still full 
of beans by the time the 
gym beckons, go for it 
But if you’re literally 
dragging yourself to the 
gym, maybe it’s not such 
a good idea. 

See, it’s like this: you 
can work out just once a 
day and still sport a 
tightly muscled body. 

On the other hand, you 
can liit the gym twice a 
day and still be flabby. It 
all depends on the 
intensity with which 
you work out each time. 

As for the query about 
laying off the workouts 
in the summer or the 
monsoon, your body’s 
bound to suffer from 
such a long break. All 
the muscular gam that 
you’ve made over one 
season can be lost if you 
laze off in the next. Of 
course, there’s nothing 
you can do if you’ve 
i^alleii ill and hence 
cannot exercise. But the 
net result is going to be 
the same: loss of 
muscular bulk and a 
possible increase of fatty 
tissue due to the 
inactivity. 

Hope that does the 
trick for you, Hormazd. 
Have fun working those 
muscles, .and don’t let 
the seasons dictate your 
exercise schedule. 
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Here’s a letter from 
Coochbehar, and it’s 
firom Saptarshi Paul. An 
18 -year-old fitness 
enthusiast, he’s worried 
about his legs. Says he’s 
put together quite an 
impressive upper body 
through this column 
(gosh, thanks 
l^ptarshi), but now 
wants some exercises 
that’ll let him step 
outside his house in 
shorts. 

Okay, if that’s what 
you want, that’s what 




you’re goxma get. Since 
the legs can be divided 
into two basic 
parts—thighs and 
calves—here are two of 
the most basic 
musclebuilders for those 
regions. Squats; 
dynamite when done 
correctly. Not only will 
the thighs get stronger, 
they’ll also start biilking 
up. And Calf Raises; 
about the best there is 
for that bodypart. 

If you’ve already tried 
them out and aren’t 
satisfied with the 
results, then you've been 
cheating yourself. There 
isn’t one bodybuilder 
alive who hasn’t used 






these exercises to bulk 
up his legs. Of course 
they do other high-tech 
stuff too. But that’s just 
to add the finishing 
touches. The essential 
size and strength come 










from squats and calf 
raises. 

That should do the 
trick for our next 
letter-writer—Mithun 
Ray—too. A 25 -year-old 
athlete and soccer player 
from Agartala, he’s also 
worried about his legs 
not being strong enough 
to support him through 
his sporting ventures. 
Well, Mithun, hope the 
two exercises detailed 
above do the trick for 
you too. 

As fur your intentions 
about putting on some 
weight and growing 
taller, you’ll have to just 
stick to an active and 
healthy hfestyle. And, of 
course, stay in touch 
with us at the fitness 
column. That way, 
you’re bound to come 
across something that’ll 
help you out. 

aO BE CONTINUED) 
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OR a country which boasts of soccer as its second religion, this must 
be Italy’s most evocative temple as the cxirrent season has proved. 
Megabucks, high powered deals, drugs, sex and violence all merge 
into a potpourri of soccer success. And if one goes by Italian 
standards, the script of modem soccer in that country makes Harold 
Bobbin’s novels sound like holy books. 

The key word here is money. The prestige of Italy’s first division soccer league 
and the billions of lire piaid by its clubs, have attracted numerous foreign stare 
to the biggest and the grandest domestic soccer show. The very reason, why 
every minute of the league is a ’magical moment.* The wads of money are as 
thick as the famed Italian pasta as the season nears its climax. Agents are 
Jetting from one soccer capital to another. And by the time the first of the semi 
; finals takes place in May almost $20 million would have been spent as advances 
to soccer stars. 

Already the rumours are rife that many of the current masters will be moving 
onto greener pastures. And leading the pack are Ruud Gullit and Diego 
Maradona, closely followed by Marco Van Basten. Lothar Matthaeus and Frank 
Rijkaard. It reqmres no expert to guess that it will leave European Cup 
Champions A.C. Milan in doldrums. Many Italian newspapers believe that this 
was coming anyway becaxise A.C. Milan had banked too heavily on the Dutch 
trio. 

Milan has been facing numerous problems and with the challenges increasing 
they seem to be faltering as seen by their performance in the first 

leg c^uarter finals of the European Cup. French 
| super champions Olympique Marseilles fired the 
first salvo when they held Milan to a 1-1 draw at 
home in Milanello. Others are following suit. A C. 
Milan has lost to archrivals Sampdoria and face 
two tough matches against Italian league leaders 
Inter Milan and Juventus who are placed fourth 
on the table now. And losing these two matches 
will take away whatever little chance the Milanese 
have of going for the Italian league 
championship* Even Gullit admits that and says, 
“It is difficult to stay at the top. In the second 
season it’s difficult even to win because everybody 
wants to beat you.” 

The whole crisis precipitated when Milan drew 


Gullit Is the osmsr of 
sttraction In the Issgus 


‘When my contract with Milan ends, I’ll 
have to consider if I can still handle 
this level of game” 

—Ruud Gullit 


with lowly F.C. Brugge of Belgium 0-0. This 
match in the Champions Cup started off a tailspin 
which saw them struggle against teams they 
would have swatted aside last year. Right from 
the very top, the club is facing problems Many 
feel that Gullit may be dropped in favour of Karl 
Heinz Riedle of Germany who currently plays for 
Lazio. Even Gullit knows that his time is running 
out. Says he: “When my contract with Milan ends. 
I’ll have to consider if I can still handle this level 
of the game.” 

The crisis has been further aggravated by the 
absence of Van Basten and Franco Baresi, two 
men who formed the core of Milan’s attacking 
manoeuvres along with Gullit. Van Basten, last 


41 









season's Footballer of the Year has been 
threatening to quit the club if he is not reinstated 
as the first choice forward. The rumours that he 
will go to Barcelona next season at a reported cost 
of $ 10 million, have added to the suspense. And 
in this gloomy scenario, the sense of 
despondency is magnified many times over when 
one takes into consideration the impending 


Van Basten may go to Barcelona for 
$10 million. Lazio has offered $13 
million for Paul Gascoigne. Maradona 
has received a $25 million offer also 
from Barcelona. Gary Lineker may join 
A.C. Milan for $10 million. Napoli are 
willing to pay $2.5 million for Roberto 
Donadoni. And Roberto Mancini is being 
quoted at $20 million by Juventus’ 
chairman Agnelli 


retirement of the third Dutch ace, Frank 
Rijkaard. With twenty four matches in the league 
over, A.C. Milan lie at third spot in the table, a 
depressing free fall from their champion status. 

The decline in the fortunes of A.C. Milan has 
made many fans switch loyalties to the other 
Milanese club, Intemazionale Milan. They are in 
such terrific form, that soccer experts have been 






left amazed. Out of the 24 fixtures, they have lost 
only three, leading the table with a whooping 25 
points. Add to this the 44 goals the team has 
scored, making them almost unbeatable. And 
this, despite the fact, that Inter have played their 
last two games without the services of two 
German wunder kids—Jurgen Klinsmann who^ ,, 
was suspended and Andrea Brehme who was 'tHL 
injured. This highlights the kind of depth thgi^Hrv 
club can boast of. 


Inter’s investment in the Germans has paia^^^n 
even though gossip has it that Lothar MatthaeuH 
may soon be leaving for Spain. Many cite ^ 

differences with Inter coach Giovanni Trapattoni ^ 
as a reason for this possible move to Real Madrid. 

‘T cannot imagine leaving Inter,” denies 
Matthaeus and adds “I have developed almost 
beyond recognition in Italy, something I really 
like.** Lothar and Jurgen, the dynamic Germans 
have scored 12 goals a piece, an achievement 
which speaks volumes for their talent even 
though a recent sil-Italian UEFA Cup match 
between Atlanta and Inter did not produce a goal. 
Says Trapttoni, “It seems that we will have an 
interesting final this season. Sampdoria will 
prove worthy challengers. It will make up to good 
soccer.” 

It has been an interesting season as far as the 
fortunes of Sampdoria go. The iast year's Cup 
Winners Cup champions have regained their 
winning form and are currently tied with Inter 
for the top spot* Their only problem is that they 
haven’t scored as many goals as Inter. But then 
who else has? 

The club president Paolo Mantovani is thrilled 








Lothar Matthaeus has become the league’s 
Aiomlnant player 

that his decade-long investment is now paying 
dividends. He has poured in millions of dollars 
from his shipping and oil fortune into a team 
which means so much to him. Mantovani has 
special faith in Italian players. One of the reasons 
the team is built around Roberto Mancini and 
Qianluca Vialli, both in devastating form this 
season. Vialli has struck nine times, while 
Mancini has six to his credit. The two, along with 
defender. Pietro Vierchowod, form the vital spine 
of their club and the national squad. Having won 
both their matches against A.C. Milan and 
having salvaged a draw against Inter, Sampdoria 
ai*e on a victory march, which even Inter may not 
be able to stop. 

The biggest anti-climax of the season has been 
the way Juventus have squandered their early 
season advantage. The Turin club has spent over 
$50 million, without producing any spectacular 


results. A line up of six new faces helped Oianni 
Agnelli’s dream team take early advantage when 
they defeated Inter Milan. Roma, Napoli along 
with two draws against top rankM Sampdoria 
and A.C. Milan. But since then their fortunes 
have fallen back and the club which lies fourth in 
the table has been severly affected by ‘Toto’ 
Schillachi’s lack of form. 

Schillachi who thrilled viewers around the 
world with six goals in Italia '90 has scored only 
four times this season and not once since 
November. Out of these four, three came as a 
result of a hat trick he scored against Roma in 
November last. But Juventus are not losing any 
sleep over Toto. Former Italian striker Gigi Riva, 









a star of tbe 1970 World Cup and now an advisor 
with Juventus adds, The quality of the player is 
simply not up for discussion. He’s playing very 
well. He’s not just lucky. If he remains cool and 
the goals will come again.” 

But for Juventus the situation is a hit too 
precarious. They have lost six of their 


‘‘The quality of 'Toto' Schillaohi the 
player is not in question. He’s playing 
very well. He’s just not lucky. If he 
remains cool and calm the goals will 
come again” 

—Gigi Riva, former Italian star 


fixtures, gfaxnering only one point in the last four g^ames. The club has 
been eliminated from the Italian Cup they won last year, when they lost 2-0 at 

home to Roma in a recent quarter final. Despite a semi-final berth in the Cup Both Schiliachi« 

Winners Cup, insiders feel that the worst is yet to come. And many are layingr strolchlno, si^ 

, the blame squarely on Gigfi Maifredi, the club managrer. There are indications rumlnatmgt have not 

that he will be replaced either by Giovanni Trapottoni of Inter Milan or Dino Zoff done justice to Juventus' 

of Lazio. Roberto Baggio, despite scoring^ nine times is strugg^ling, and in fact so financial faith In them 




Inter Milan Is hot and 
much credit for this goes 
to Andreas Brehme 
(above) and Jurgen 
Kllnamann who battles It 
out with Maradona 
(below) 





is the rest of the team; One look at Gianni Agnelli’s face and the gravity of the 
situation is evident. 

All the excitement the leag^ue has generated can be translated into a pile of 
money as clubs have already earned over $290 million, with the season far from 
being over. Millions more are coming in as a result of television royalties and 
the gate receipts are booming. In fact all is going fine except for one major 
blemish called Maradona. Undoubtedly, the greatest soccer player of the 

modern era, Maradona hit the slicks when he was 
indicted for his alleged involvement in a 
sex-and-drugs ring. The charges which had 
resulted in some arrests have now been dropped, 
even though Maradona’s name has been smeared. 
Add to this his stormy relationship with Napoli 
who lie tenth in the table, it seems Italy is getting 
too hot for Maradona. In fact in the whole season, 
he has scored only thrice, which is far below his 
capabilities. Having lost seven matches and 
drawn ten, there is no doubt that without 
Maradona’s firepower, Napoli are next to 
nothing. 

But the matches, aside, great moments in 
soccer will come when the transfer market is 
officially opened. Money and more money will be 
spent, ^me Italian tabloids have already 
indentified the winners and the top amongst 
them is Van Basten who may go to Barcelona for 


COLORSPORT 



Drugs, sex, violence, money—the 
script of modern soccer in Italy makes 
Harold Robbins’ novels sound like holy 
books 


$10 million. Lazio are bidding for Paul Gascoigne 
and have offered $3 3 million to cash-deprived 
Tottenham Hotspurs, while both Bologna and 
Sampdoria are courting Maradona who has 
received a $25 million offer from Barcelona as 
well. Napoli are offering $2.5 million for A.C. 
Milan’s Roberto Donadoni, while Roberto 
Maiicini is being quoted at $20 million by 
Juventus’ chairman Agnelli. Des Walker of 
England is being wooed by Juventus who are 
ready to pay $ 15 million for the black forward. 
But the scoop is that Gary Lineker may be joining 
A.C. Milan for $10 million which is cheap going 
for a player of his calibre. 

In a way the season has just started and by the 
time the transfer market is closed, over $2.5 
billion would have changed hands, even though 
only ten per cent of this would be in ‘cash-only’ 
arrangements. With 1992 approaching, the 
foreign player rules are likely to become 
redundant and that is when this game of Russian 
Roulette will become even more bloody. 


Eilwin Burgess 
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Italian clubs bominate 
European foothalL.elimlnate 
allopposition...niake historv 





TALI AN clubs made 
football history in 
the 1990 European 
clubs competition. 
For the first time, 

_the European 

Champions’ Cup. 
European Cup Winners’ 
Cup and the UEFA Cup 
were all won by club 
teams, from the same 
c^ountry—Italy 

A.C. Milan won the 
coveted European 
Champions "Cup, 
Sampdoria the C^ip 
Winers"G^ip and 
Juventus the UEFA Cup. 
Later A C. Milan won 
the World Club Cup in 
Tokyo. The domination 
of the Italian clubs on 
world football became 
overwhelming. In an 
unprecedented feat, they 
won every major football 
tournament for clubs in 
1990. 

The clean sweep by the 
Italian clubs led to 
another record in the 
three major European 
club competitions of the 
1990-91 season. 

For the first time, 
eight teams of one 
country, Italy, were 
selected for the three 
European club 
tournaments. A.C. 

Milan and 1990 Italian 
league champions 
Napoli participated in 
the European 


Marco Van Basten: 









Franco Baresi: the ace 
for AC Milan 


Champions'‘Cup» 
Sampdoria and Italian 
Cup winners Juvetus in 
the European Cup 
Winner'fe Cup and 
Internazionale Milan 
(Inter Bologna, 
Atalanta, and Roma in 
the UEFA Cup. 

Italian dreams of 
another clean sweep, 
however, faded at the 
quarter final stage 
this year 
A.C. Milan were 
knociked out by 
Marsel lies (France>: 
Earlier. Napoli had lost 
to Moscow Spartak. So 
no Italian club can win 
the creine de la creme of 
European football, the 
Champion’s Cup. It may 
be stressed that the 
winner of the 
Champions’‘Cup 
represents Europe in the 
World Club Cup 
Championships So 
there will bo no Italian 
representation tliere 
also. 

In the Cup Winners' 



I N the fiercely com- 
petitive Italian 
league Sampdoria 
is now reigning sup¬ 
reme. The Genoese 
side have all along 
been pursuing their 
campaign in an 
aggressive vein, and 
recently in a 15- 
minute blitzkrieg, the 
stormtroopers hit the 
very top of the league 
table putting in three 
quick goals to down a 
lowly Pisa. 

Sampdoria now 
have 37 points, one 
more than Interna- 






Cup, holders Sampdoria 
were knocked out by 
Poland's Legia Warsaw 
2-3 in the double-leg 
quarter final. However, 
Juventus are the London 
book makers’* favour i tes 
to win the European Cup 
Winners’‘Cup after their 
emphatic 6-1 triumph 
over F.C. Liege of 
Belgium in the quarter 
finals. However, 
Barcelona with 
Bulgarian striker Hristo 
Stoichkov in sparkling 
form, could be strong 
contenders also. 

Inter Milan and Roma 
are firm favourites for 
the UEFA Cup 
Bookmakers feel Inter 
Milan could well achieve 
a rare double, the Italian 
league and the UEFA 
Cup The depth of talent 
and quality of the Italian 
league can be gauged 
from the fact that 
Bologna, at present 16ih 
out of 18 teams in the 
Italian 1st division, 
reached the quarter 
finals of tile UEFA Cup. 
They nari’owly lost to 
Sporting Lisbon of 
Portugal 



Atalaiita, 12th m the 
Italian league excelled in 
Europe They reached 
quarto rs of the UEFA 
Cup and lost to fellow 


Italians Inter Milan. 
Atalanta have stars like 
the Argentinian Claudio 
Caniggia^Cone of the 
fastest strikers in the 


I^Uan League: An Update 


zionale. In the mean¬ 
while, AC Milan faced 
a little bit of trouble 
when they went down 
1—0 to Atalanta and 
are now five points 
adrift of the first divi¬ 
sion leaders. 

In terms of indi¬ 
vidual performance, 
Oianluca Vialli, shot 
up to the top of the 
scorers' list. 

Atalanta’s Brazilian 
striker Evair headed 
home a cross from 
Claudio Caniggia of 
Italia ‘90 sensation to 
add to Milan’s misery 


three days before 
their vital European 
Cup quarter final 
second leg at 
Marseille 

On the other hand, 
Roberto Baggio, 
Juventus’ $13 mil¬ 
lion star, saved his 
side with a penalty 
two minutes into in¬ 
jury time that earned 
the Turin team a 1—1 
draw. 

Bologna, one point 
from the bottom, sur¬ 
vived an early Juven¬ 
tus storm in which 
Giancarlo Maroochi 


hit the bar and Salva¬ 
tore Schillaci twice 
came close to ending 
a personal goal 
drought dating back 
to November. They 
took a surprise lead 
on the half hour 
through German 
striker Herbert Wass. 

Juventus who had 
gone four matches 
without scoring, slip¬ 
ped back into fifth 
place on 2Q 
points, a point behind 
in—form Genoa, who 
beat Fiorentina 3-2 at 
home. 


The Clean s weep 
by the Italian 
clubs led to 
another record in 
the 1990-91 
season,. For the 
first time, eight 
teams of one 
country, Italy, 
were selected for 
the three 
European club 
tournantents... 


worldK the Brazilian 
Evair and the Swede 
Glenn Stromberg in 
their ranks. Critics feel 
that if Atalanta had not 
been drawn against 
Inter, they could have 
reached the semis. They 
wore favoured to beat 
the two other teams in 
the UEFA Cup semis. 
Sporting Lisbon and 
Brondby of Denmark, 
the first T’Janish club to 
enter a European club 
tournament semi finals. 
No woner Marco Van 
Basten and Lothar 
Matthaeus consider the 
Italian league the best 
and toughest in the 
world. 

Novy Kapadia 









INDIAN OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 
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T he n.irnhoyanl Ali Shcr 
iiiLulc hisiory- at the iX’rlhi 
(loll chilli) I oiirse hy 
iIk* < ovclctl 

Wills hulian ()pc‘n (iolf 
Championship }|e 

beLaim- ilK'-secoml hulian alter the late 
Hilloo Selht, in the year-oUi history 
of the championship to win the Open 


All Sher with the trophy 

title, rhe redoubtable Billoo Sethi had 
w(^n tlie second Indian Open in 
Calcutta in 1%S. About 
two and a half decades ago, the Indian 
Open lac;ked glamour as it was not part 
of the A.sian Circuit. However,one 
record of Billo Sethi may stand forever: 


he IS the only amateur goller to have 
won the Indian Open. W'irh increasing 
professionalism, this is a feat unlikely 
to be equalled 

Ali Sher, as a ten-year-old delighted 
the Delhi Ciolf Club Tneml)ers by 
mimicking their golf swing and hner 
served here as a caddy N(m lie is a 
legend in the Delhi (icjlf Clul>. the firsi 
Indian to win the Indian Open since ir 
became a pari (if rhe Asian Circ nit in 
1970 Twenty six-year old All Sher 
pocketed the largest pay cheque of his 
career, the equivalent of S24,900 
labour Rs S lakhs) Not bad lor an 
unknown t addy Iroin the narrow' and 
conge.sted streets of Nizaimiuiddin 
Delhi, w ho worked at Rs 10 o\ Ks 20 a 
round for 2H holes Ali Sher’s 
performance indicates that golf in India 
is on the upsw ing It may be lecalled 
that last year at Calcutta, venue ol tiie 
Indian Open, Basad Ali had finished 
third This year, he finished a creditable 
fourth Yet another Indian pro Santosh 
Kumar finished 10th, a .stroke behind 
rcncjwned golfers Rol>ei1o Velasguez 
(Columbia) and (iregory Lesher (USA), 
a first round leader. 

Ali Sher praises the Wills Indian 
Circuit for his triumph. lie says, "In 
India, there arc about 45 to 50 pro 
tournaments annually and if wx* can get 
a spoasor we r an par cipale in some 
foreign toui ents also.” 

The Indian pro revealed that their 
average yearly earnings were a little 
ove r a lakh of rupees, lliis did not 
amount to much, as due to 120 per 
cent import duty the price of a golf set 
in India, ranges from Rs 10,CK)0 to Rs 
25,000. Even a second-hand set costs 
Rs 4,500 and a golf ball is worth Rs 20. 

It is e.stimated that an Indian golfer 
spends on an average Rs 100 per day. 
So costs on the Indian Circuit are 
considerable. Thus Ali Sher’s prize 
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Basad All weathers a bunker. The Calcutta pro finished 4th 


PANKAJ SHARMA 


money incxorhiuint by international 
standards, is a real b<manza for him 
and a confidence boost to tnher 
caddy-tumed pros of India. 

Through the passing years, prize 
money in the Indian Open golf has 
increased. In 1970, it was just US 
$10,000. Now it is wortfi US $150,000. 
However.circuii co-ordinator John 
Bender warned against complacency. 
11c said, ”US $150,(XK) is llie minimum 
amount required for a circuit 
‘ icHirnamtmt. Prize mcmey keeps 
increasing in golf tournaments, in 
Kuala l.umpur it is $200,000, in Seoul 
and Taipei $300,000 and the Epson 
Singapore Op)en is worth 'i00,0(K). I’he 
m 9 .st lucrative tournament on the Asian 
Circuit is the last one at the Ibrarki 
Course in Japan, worth $1(X),000,(X)0. 
So the Indian Open must keep pace 
with the changing times.” 

Considering the foreign exchange 


shortage, increa.se in the amount for 
the Indian Open is unlikely in the near 
future. However sponsors ITC and the 
local organisers breathed a sigh of 
relief when the money for this year’s 
tournament was sanctioned. St^me 
months ago it had seemed that the 
Indian leg would not be held, due lo 
shortage of foreign exchange. 

Hospitality at the Indian ()pcn has 
always been splendid. So even ihougli 
ifie prize money is less, the top pros 
keep coming here. This year out of the 
top 20 players in the Asian Circuit, 12 
competed in Delhi. 103 foreign golfers 
from 23 countries liesides India 
participated in this year’s 
championship, 43 from USA. 18 from 
Japan, 15 fre^m Australia and 10 from 
Canada. The star entrants were Rick 
Cfibson, from Canada, winner of this 
year's Malaysian Open and current 
Circuit leader, Denis Paulson, winner 


of the Phillipines Open. Remi 
Bouchard of Canada, Indian (^p>en 
winner in 1989, who .set a course 
record of hi in 1989 

All rlie exjX'Cted star golfers were 
cciip.scd by AH SIhm’s mercurial 
perlt^rmance C.'hinese Wang 
'I'er Chang and Todd Hamilton (USA) 
impressed and finished a joint second. 
The Ix'Si golfers in the world do not 
participate in the Asian Caicuil. 
American rookie golfers flfxk to the 
Asian Carcuit to prepare the exacting 
European and American (aicuils. Some 
future star golfers are thus on view. It 
may be recalled that Payne Stewart of 
the USA, who has w^on the prestigious 
PCiA champk>nship, one of the four 
legs of golfs grand slam, played in the 
Asian Circuit. Hut the 1991 Indian 
Open w'ill be rememlx’red as Ali Sher’s 
championship 
Novy Kapadia, DdhI 




Indians Are 
Performing Well: 
All Sher 


Back m the days when Bombay- 
based Phi! Pillwfi was the only pin- 
fessionai golfer who usca to play in 
the Indian circuit. AH Sher used to 
travel around unth hUfi as a caddy. 
Picking up the finer aspects of the 
game from Pilling, AH developed his 
own techniques with sik to eight 
hours (f practice a day at the Delhi 
Golf CTuh. And when ne won the 
Wills Indian Open Golf he became 
the first Indian pm to win an inter¬ 
national title. 

Over the last two years, AH Sher 
has won 10 tournaments in India. 
And in this four-day tournament, 
he played excellently, handling the 
presstin' coming down towards the 
last eight holes against all the top 
foreign particifyants. But he heat 
them all. With this victoiy* he should 
go places^overseas courses being 
top of the list 

Now ranked unofficially among¬ 
st the top twenty professionals in 
Asia, hts i*\>es are fixed on the futii 
re Aged 20 years, the shy AH is yet 
to bloom. He needs to mature. Fol¬ 
lowing are the excetpts (jf a conver¬ 
sation ivith the Indian Open 
champion: 

When did you start playing golf? 

Since I was 12 years okl. My 
house is in Nizamucldin which is 
very near the Dellii Golf Club. 

Have you had any formal train¬ 
ing fkom a coach? 

No, noi exai’tly. I leamt this game 
only by seeing other players. And 
when f used to work with Phil Pil¬ 
ling, he taught me golf. 'I'hai was the 
only formal training I had. That too, 

1 feel that every player in golf has 
his own rnythin which should not 
be disrurlH'tl, 

Did you expect to win thejpresti- 
gious WUisIntUan Open Goif? 

Well, my expectations were not to 
win biu'on the final day 1 somehow 
played w'ell...and went on to win it. 
Moreover, I also feel that the top 
foreign players’ performances in 
general were fielow expectations. 

Wang Ter-<^hang of thina. Tod 
flamilton and Bill Tsraelson of the 
United States played excellent golf 
but the pressure m the end was too 
much fox the threesome. You know% 
anything could happen in the game 
of golf 

By this win, you have put the 


nation on the international golf¬ 
ing map. Does this mean that 
Indian golf has come of age? 


You will have noticed that over the 
last TWO or three years, Indian 



their game. Players like Rohtas 
Singh and Basad A)i can play 
an^here. 

Now that you are in the ranks of 
top Aslan progoifers, which 
major tournament would you he 
playing in? 

The golf club is trying to send me 
for the Dunlop Invitation Golf'I'our- 
nament in Japan (Apr 25-28) where 
the prize money is enormous and 
the nest players in the world will be 
vying for the top stakes. But the pro¬ 
blem is of sponsorship and foreign 
exchange because the tour is ver>' 
expensive. Right now, negotiatic^ns 
are on with spoasors. 

What do mu think about the pre¬ 
sent goil scenario in India? 

The players arc doing very well, as 
was evident when three of us finish¬ 
ed among the top ten in this tourna¬ 
ment. It also means that wc can com¬ 
pete at the international level. Our 
Indian circuit has also improved 
rapidly. Ihere are 27 tournaments 
with a total prize money of Rs.30 
lakhs f besides the Indian Open ‘ 
which itself contributes a total prize 
money of R^.30 lakhs). And it is very 
encouraging that the top players arc 
making about Rs,1.5 lakhs in the 
Indian circuit itself. 

1 think the future of Indian golf is 

ver>' bright because we have many 
talenteci players at pre.sent. What 
we need is international exposure. 1 
myself benefited a lot in the last six 
months after playing in Singapore 
and Malaysia. Plus there are lot of 
promising youngsters who are 
expectecTto do very well in the com¬ 
ing years, thanks to generous spon¬ 
sorship from the commerical 
houses. 

Do you have any pbuMs to train 
Wider a ibre^ mach? 

No. You see, this is a game of indivi¬ 
dual technique-precision and brilli¬ 
ance. So, wnut I need is only polish¬ 
ing up of my game. To aim high, a 
golfer has to work real hard. 

Hanin Riaa, Delhi 
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THE FALDO FORMULA 


If you are 6WAYIN0 OFF THE BALL SPEND 
60ME TIME ON THE PRACTICE GROUND 
HITTING SHOT5 WITH YOUR FEET 
TOGETHER.THIiWILLELlMlNATE YOUR 
SWAY AS ANY LATERAL MOVEMENT ON THE 
&ACK5WJNG WILL CAUSE YOU TO FALL 
OVER. 




.. ..Only when 

MAKJNGA50UD 
CONTAaWITHEVERY 
£H0T should you 
RETURN TO YOUR 
NORMAL STANCE. 




Warm up on the Tee 


IDEALLY EVERY GOLFER SHOULD WARM 
UPON THE PRACTICE GROUND BEFORE 
EACH ROUND. BUT IF YOU DOnY WAVE 
TIME HOLD TWO CLUBS together 

and swing them to and fro on 

THE FIP25TTEE. THAT SHOULD 
\ LOOSEN UP rOUR MU5CLE5- 


.... Then take a few more swings with a 

WEDGE concentrating ON ACCELERATING 
THROUGH IMPACT. 





















T aking a break 
from the kata we 
are serialising, 
here’BH report on 
the All India Instructors’ 
Camp held by the 
Kyokushinkaikan HQ at 
Calcutta from 4 to 10 
March. In all. 20 


The participants of the 
Camp pose for a group 
photograph 


KARATE 


I THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


participants—from West 
Bengal, Assam, Bihar, 
Tripura, UP and 
Delhi—honed their 
skills to an even greater 
level with Hemant 


■T': 






Chopra of WB and 
Hemant Saikia of Assam 
meriting promotion to 
black belt level. Debnath 
from Bihar and Raju 
Chakraborty of WB 
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Perfecting advanced 
techniques was part of 
the work done at the 
camp 


gained the upper brown 
standings. As for the 
Junior Instructors’ 
Certificate, open for 
karatekas at brown belt 
or higher, all the seven 
who appeared for the 
test passed. 

ByShivaJiQangirty 

KYOKUSHINKAIKAN 

KARATE 

PHOTOCRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


Shivaji Ganguly 
(standing at right) 
supervises a class 










BOMBAYGOLF 



I HE Royal Open, but Basad Vijay Kumar coming out 

Calcutta Golf collected the top prize of the bunker 

Club pros among the pros Amrit 

captured the top Inder, who has a fine back and Delhi's All 

places in four out of the repertoire of approach Sher, a professional for 

hve major prize money shots, wants to the last five years, wore 

tournaments held at the represent India in the in the reckoning for at 

Bombay Presidency Golf Asian Games before least one title each So 

Club course. turning a pro. was veteran Hyder Khan 

Thirtyfive-year-old Rohtas Singh of Delhi who along with Basad 

Basad Ali, one of the won the Charminar and A li Shor led the field 

senior most golfers on Challenge at the shorter going into the final 

the Indian circuit. United Services Club round of the Wills 

bagged the professional links. Calcutta's Feroze Western India Open, 

honours in all the three Ali, who along with While Ali Sher and 

major meets, the Rohtas and another Hyder Khan fumbled, 

Steelage Open, the BPGC Delhi pro Ali Sher, had Vijay Kumar who I. ’t his 

Open and the Wills taken part in the World second successive 

Western India Open. qualifier in Singapore, sub-par round, come 

Basc'id Ali's march at won the rich Rs. storming into the 

the BPGC was stopped 1,20,000 Royal Treasure reckoning. But in the 

by teenage amateur Open, also held at the US play-off with Basad Ali 

Amrit Inder Singh. The Club sea-side course. on the 73rd, a poor drive 

Chandigarh collegian, Lucknow pro.Vijay put paid to his hopes, 

son of veteran Sim ran Kumar, who hit the Basad clinched the 

Singh, won the BPGC scene about four years championship with an 



eight-foot birdie putt. 

In the Royal Treasure 
Open, It was Basad Ali's 
turn to make a 
fight-back. A scorching 
round of 67 on the par 
70 United Services Club 
course pul him in line 
for the title. Leader 
f'eroze Ah, who had teed 
off in the last batch, was 
having a lean time and 
had to ensure that he did 
not drop more than two 
shots on the last two 
holes He drove poorly 
on the 1 7th. but 
managed to par, and 
played a bad tee shot 
again on the 18th and 
final hole Holding his 
nerves he^ just managed 
to bogey the hole after 
landing in the bunker to 
win the title by one 
stroke 

The Bombay courses 
ai’e not considered very 
taxing, both falling 
short of international 
specifications. But if you 
are not hitting straight, 
you could be in trouble 





Rohtas Singh :Charmlnar 
Challenge winner 


for the fairways are 
quite narrow. At th U.S. 
Club links, whore the 
10th green literally 
sticks out its tongue at 
the sea, the wind is also 
a factor though this 
season it did not blow 
very strong. Most of the 
greens here are also 
sci’eened by man made 
impediments like the 
hut on the 14th. 
Hard-hitters generally 
rule the roost here. 

Basad Ali s supremacy 
at the BPGC was, 
however, due to his near 
flawless putting “The 
new putter grip which 
Pawan Pratap gave me 
helped/ said Basad. 

Rohtas’form, 
notwithstanding his 
triumph in the 
Charminar Challenge at 
the U.S, Club course, 
was disappointing. “1 
am getting on in years,” 
he commented half 
jokingly and half 
Basad All: captured four 
top places 




seriously when asked 
about his poor form. The 
senior most and the 
most respected of the . 
pros IS still capable of 
touching the heights. 

Poor Sheikh Patal!. 
The lanky youngster 
from Calcutta who had 
won the title at the U.S. 
Club in *80, was nowhere 
in the picture this time. 
Promising youngsters 
like him are in dire need 
of sponsors. 

The amateur 
disappointment was 
Hajeev Mohta. the 
national champion. He 
was disqualified for 
submitting wrong 
scores at the BPGC. 
During play. Mohta 
while practising a shot, 
had inadvert. ntly 
pushed the ball some 
distance. He 
compounded the error 
by playing it from the 
same spot*instead of 
taking it back to its 
original location. 

Ram Das 
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C HEMPLAST Club of Madras, 
one of the top club sides in the 
•cx)untry having* won a number of 
tournaments over the last two or 
three years, gave proof of their 
growing stature when they won 
the Arlem Trophy cricket 
tourhament in Goa earlier last 
month. The tournament, 
contested by the six top teams in 
the coxmtry. was played on a 
league basis.. .and Chemplast Club 
won all their five matches. 


I »■ 



Chemplast first got the better of 
Mahindras (Bombay) by eight 
wickets. Playing for the Bombay 
side w^ Sanjay Manjrekar but the 
Test, star could only make 20 as 
Chemplast, after restricting 
Mahindras to 205, romped home 
with up and coming opening 
batsman Mujib Ur Hehman (he 
scored a century on debut for 
Tamil Nadu in the Ranji Trophy 
last season) and former Indian 
opehing bat V.B. Chandrasekhar 
in particularly punishing mood. 
While Mujib got 77, ‘VB\ the 
skipper of the side, scored 86. 

It was another easy victory for 
Chemplast in their next match 
against Air India which they won 
by seven wickets. This time, Mujib 
Ur Hehman scored a splendid 59 
as Chemplast scored 171 for three 
off Just 26.3 overs after 
restricting Air India to 168 for 
seven in 45 overs. 

Chemplast strengthened their 
position in the league by defeating 
the Goa XI next by eight wickets. 
Goa made 177 for 8 in 45 overs 
and Chemplast hit off the required 
runs off only 32.3 overs. Mujib Ur 
Hehman continued his fine run by 
scoring 107 with 12 fours and two 
sixes. 

Chemplast made virtually sure 
of the title when they defeated 
strong contenders MHF by 39 
runs in the next match. This time, 
former Test off spinner M. 
Venkatramana (3 for 38). 
allrounder Shyam Sunder (36 and 

I two for 12) and V.B. 

I Chandrasekhar (48) starred in the 


Chemplast were the winners of 
the Arlem Trophy 

victory. Scoring 203 for mne in 45 
overs, Chemplast than bowled out 
MHF who had in their ranks 
Vivek Hazdan and W. V. Haman, 
for 164. 

Chemplast duly clinched the 
title defeating holders Sun Grace 
XI (Mafatlal) in the last match by 
five Wickets. Sun Grace, with good 
contributions from 1. Khan (93). 

N. Mongia (56) and Sandip Patil 
(29), posted a good total of 229 but 
Chemplast, with state allrounder 
D. Vasu (56) and young S. Sarath 
(76 not out) in fine form romped 
home. Tamil Nadu left arm - 
spinner Sunil Subramaniam also 
did a good job by capturing four 
wickets for 50. 

Pertab Ramchmd 


AHMEDABAD 


Open Temils 

fliHE xmderdogs tend to rise and 
Jl give a shocking surprise or two 
to the ‘top dogs’ in the field of 
sports. The Bombay-based Mehul 
Jain's performance in the Gujarat 
Open Tennis championship was a 
classic example of this. His 
moment of ecstasy came when he 
defe^t&fi. fourth seed Mohesh 
Koregaonkar 6-2, 2-6,6-3 in the 


men’s singles final and took home 
a cheque of Rs. 5000. 

It was a long awaited 
breakthrough for the unseeded 
Jain, who actually hails from 
Surat. He ousted four seeded 
players en route to the title and he 
should cherish the fond memories 
of what was a fruitful week at the 
Tennis Academy, Ahmedabad. 

Jain had to produce some 
vintage tennis to baffle his more 
experienced and seemingly more 
versatile rival in a gruelling battle 
which lasted a shade above two 
hours. There was very little to 
separate Jain and Koregaonkar in 
the first two sets. However, it was 
in the decider that Jain displayed 
his prodigious talents and 
stunned his opponent as well as 
the spectators. Although 
Koregaonkar did not play poorly, 
there was no denying that Jain 
did have the edge in the crucial 
last set. 

Koregpon’ :ar wi given a 
runner-u], ; irse of Rs. 2500. 

Gaurav Natekar and Sachin 
Kirtane won the men’s doubles 
crown by demolishing Suresh 
Kumar and R. Kartikeyan 6-4, 
6-4. 

fii the junior boys’ singles, 
Navroj Udwadia routed P. 
Ramanand 6-1,6-1 in a 
completely one-sided encounter 
and pocketed the title. 
flerosh Psandsmi 






left-arm spinner Muniah Arora 
was the pick of the Escorts 
bowlers and accounted for three 
wickets at the cost of 35 runs. 

Fhcing the daunting total, 
Escorts batsmen failed to rise to 
the occasion and crumbled for a 
meagre 148 runs. Munish Arora 
again proved his all-round ability 
when he chipped in with 27 runs. 

Sidhu was adjudged ‘the best 
batsman' of the tournament, while 
the honoxir of being ‘the best 
bowler’ went to Bhupinder Pintoo. 
Ranji player Rajdeep Kalsi 
(Escorts) was declared ‘the man of 
the series’. 

AmarJK Singh 


SANCiRUR 


TMhnm Sh^ A 

HeBMtiallockqr 


P UNJAB STATE ELECTRICITy 
BOARD (PSEB), won the 
all-India Shaheed Udham Singh 
Memorial Hockey to\irnament 
beating Railway Coach Factory 
(RCF), Kapurthala team by four 
goals'to one in the final played at 
Sangrur. 

The final prov^ to be a 











well-contested match till the 
breather, as neither team was able 
to sound the board during the 
first 35 minutes. But the second 
half of the match witnessed some 
lively hockey as both the teams 
launched attacks and counter 
attacks. For PSEB Krishan 
Kumar, Baldev Singh, Ravinder 
Singh and Bhupinder Singh were 
the scorers, while Par gat Singh 
accounted for the lone RCF goal. 

Earlier in the semi-finals, both 
the teams had to overcome stiff 
challenges, while in the first 
semi-final, RCF were lucky to 
scrape through with a solitary 
goal victory over Ropar Hawks, in 
the second semi-final, PSEB 
caused a major upset when it 
outclassed JCT (Hoshiarpur) by 
three goals to two. 


RANCHI 


Open Tennis 


MADHUSUDAN of DA. V 
School won the singles title, 
when he defeated P. D. Singh 
(Ranchi club) by 6-3, 6-2 in the 
second Ranchi Open Tennis 


Association. 

The doubles title went to D. Rath 
and Avdhangulu of MECON. They 
beat Ajay Chhabra and J. P. Jalan 
of Ranchi Club in easy sets, 6-3, 
6-3. Akash Kapoor was 
announced the most promising 
tennis player of Ranchi. 

Earlier in the singles semi final, 
17-year-old G. Madhusudan beat 
Vishak Kumar 6-3, 6-0 while in 
the second semi final P. D. Singh 
defeated Akash Kapoor by 6-3, 6-7 
(2-7), 6-2 


Inler^Scliool CMdiet 


Z TLA SCHOOL, Ranchi finished 
as the best side in the Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Inter-School 
Cricket championship held here 
recently. 

Last year’s runnei s-up Zila 
School beat Government High 
School, Bariatu by one wicket in 
the final played at the Rajendra 
Medical (ilollege ground. Mukul 
Mohri of Zila School played a key 
role in their win. He took four 
valuable wickets giving 24 runs 
only and scored 12 runs (not out). 
Batting first. Government High 




D. Rath and Avdhangulu 
receiving the doubles trophy 
from Ashok Kumar Singh 
(centre), the Mayor of Ranchi 

championship held here recently. 
Altogether 70 players took part in 
this championship organised by 
the Ranchi Lawn Tennis 


School were all out for 125 runs. 
Vijay (27), Amit (21) and Tanveer 
(18) were the only players to reach 
the double figure. Mukul (4/24) 
and Kasif (2/12) bowled good 
spells for Zila School. Rajkamal 
and Yusuf took one wicket each. 

In reply, opening batsmen Raj 


Kumar and Javed made a good 
start and scored 51 runs for the 
first wicket. But, soon Rajkumar 
(12) and Javed (32) were sent back 
to the pavilion .^Struggling to win 
the championship for the second 
time, Zila School lost their nine 
wickets for 97 runs only. The last 
wicket partnership of Mukul and 
V ikas batted with patience and 
scored an unbeaten 29 runs to 
achieve the target of 126 runs in 
36.3 overs. Amit (3/17), Hira 
(2/26), Tanveer (1/26) and Pinku 
(1/13) were successful bowlers for 
Government High School 

Earlier, in the semi-finals, Zila 
School beat defending champion 
Central School, Hinooby 17 runs, 
while Government High Schcx)l 
defeated St. Alosius High School 
by 81 runs 

Anil Kumar Singh 


'l'Rl\ ANDRUM 


State Vetfflans’ 
Athletics 


T rivandrum men and Ema- 
kulam women won the team 
championshipjin the lehth State 
Veterans Championshipjheld at 
the Chandrasekharan Nair Sta¬ 
dium recently. 

In the men's (over 45) section, 
K.K. Chacko representingErna- 
kulam claimed three golds: 100 
mis* 12.7 sec; 200 mts- - 25.8 sec; 
400 mts - 1:00.4 sec; 

A.P. Jacob of Trivandrum won a 
double with wins in the 400 mts 
(55 sec) and 800 mts (2:29.80 sec). 
In the 100 mts sprint (over 70), 
Neelambharan came first with a 
time of 15.9 sec. 

C. Radha of the State Electricity 
Board took gold in the women’s 
(over 40) triple jump covering 
8.60 mtrs. She also bagged golds 
in the 200 mts (33.4) and 400 mts 
(1:17.63) to complete a treble. 

Thank Bai, a physical education 
teacher from Trivandrum, pock¬ 
eted 4 golds: Shot put—6.60 mts; 
Javelin Throw—15.00, mtrs: Dis¬ 
cuss—15.76: Hammer—10.20 
mts: in the over 50 age group. 

S^MV Kumar T.K. 









Ihdveistty mnsdliig 


S ATYAWATI (Evening), College 
won the Delhi University 
Wrestling Championship for the 
first time, claiming four gold, om 
silver and two bronze medals. 

Holders Motilal was pushed to 
the second spot while Indira Gan¬ 
dhi Inst, of Physical Education 
and Sports Sciences got the third 
spot. 

Suresh Kumar Lau 


CALCin TA 


Training Fadlity 


A MULTIPURPOSE Indoor Hall 
measuring 60 m. x 40 m. 
would be a welcome addition to the 
many available sports facilities at 
the Eastern Centre of Spoits Au¬ 
thority of India Sports Complex 
at Salt Lalce. 

In addition to gymnastics, the 
hall would also bo used for* basket¬ 
ball, badminton and table tennis. 
The aim being to scout and nur¬ 
ture young gymnasts, it is plan¬ 
ned to ti’ain about 40 talented 
gymnasts between 3 and 5 p.m 
for 5 days a week. 

Sreerupa Bose 


Sports Awards 


*■{ Hv* ^ 






Kapil Dav raoaMng a apedal awfard from Mansur AH Khan Pataudi at 
the annual Calcutta Sports Journalists Club awards oaramony 


Vinitha Mohan: the State 
women’s champion in carrom 


1 KIVANDRL M 


State Canon 


L 

S ASIDHARAN of Palghat amd ^ 
Vinitha Mohan of Trivandrum i 
claimed the Men’s and Women’s 
title respectively in the Sixth State 
Carroms Championship. 

In the women’s final, Vinitha 
blanked her doubles partner 
Vijaya Iiekshmi 26-3, 25-4 to 
retain the crown. The teenagers 
beat Lekshmi and Nalini 25-6 25-4 
to win the doubles honours. 

Top seeded Jothi Prakash 
(Palghat) went down to 
Sasidharan 22-25, 10-25 in the 
men’s final. Sasidharan pairing 
with Jothi Prakash won the 
doubles event defeating K.P 
Basheer-CP Nawshad (Kozhikode) 
25-17, 25-6. 



















Dealer South 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 With what sport or game is 
“Cue-bid” associated and what 
does it mean? 

2 What does “reaching” mean in 
yachting? 

3 A goal-bound shot hits the 
referee, causing the ball to deflect 
past the goalkeeper and into the 
net. What will be the correct 
decision? 

4 Where do Nottingham Forest 
play? 

5 What does the sports slang 
‘Aspirin’ mean? 

6 Just Fontaine scored four of his 
record 13 goals (in the 1958 World 
Cup soccer) in one match. Who 
were the opponents? 

ANSWERS 

1 Bridge; Artificial bid to show 
particular card etc. in bidder's 
hand. 

2 Sailing at right angle to the wind. 

3 itIOA goal, because the referee is 
regarded as part of the field of play 

4 City Ground. 

5 Fastball. 

6 West Germany. 

CIIE^ 

The winner of this game GM 
Viktor Kupreichik has been 
variously described as “An artistic 
Caveman” and “a drunk machine 
gunner”. He is a throwback to the 
romantic era and despite his 
obvious gifts his distaste for quiet 
positions has prevented great 
practical success. He pi-ovides 
great entertainment however. 
White: Kupreichik Vs Black: 
Sunye-Neto Palma, '89. 

le4c52Nc3a63Nf3b54d4cd45Nzd4 
Bd7 6 Bd3 e6 7 0*0 Qc7. Transposing to 
an O’Kelly Sicilian. After this 
game 7-d6 followed by Nf6 has 
become the norm 8 Qe2 Nc6 8 Nxc6 
Qxo610 a4 b411 Nd5! The first offer. 
Quite obvious ideally but what 
follows is not. 

11—NfB 12 Be4 Bd613 Rdl Be514 BhOI A 

very powerful move. Now if 
14—gh6 then 15 Nxf6 Ke7 16 
Rxd7 Kxf6 17 Qf3 forces mate. 
The t‘eal purpose of this move is to 
force queenside castling. 


14- 0-0*0 (See Diagram) 15 BbSI! The 

third offer. Black must capture or 
lose a lot of material. 

15— ab516 ab5 Qd6. Black could 
give up the queen by 16—Qxd5 17 
ed5 gh6 18 Qc4 d6 19 de6 Ne4 20 
e7 when white is winning and the 
excitement is over. 

17NxlBQf818Bxg719Qc4d6. 
Amazingly black has nothing 

better. If 19-Qf8 then 20 e5 

with the threat of Rd6 follows. 

After that 20-Kb8 21 Ra7 Rc8 

22 Hxb7 forces mate. Also 19- 

Qf6 loses to 20 Qxc5 Kb8 21 
Ra7/Rc8 22 Qb6 Rc7 23 Rdal and 
24 Ra8. 

20 Bzd6I Qg5 21 Nd5I edS 22 QxeS Kb8 23 
Rc6I (1*0). After 23—Bxc6 24 Qxc6 
forces mate. 

An incredible orgy of seven 
piece sacrifices of the kind seldom 
seen in this century. Black should 
be given credit for not forfeiting 
his queen on the 16th and losing 
in dry technical fashion. 

Devangshu Dutta 



BRIDGE 


Calcutta’s second Dunlop 
Merchants’ Cup championship 
was held at the Saturday Club 
during the first half of last month. 
Goutam Ghosh and Brohmojyoti 
Mukherjee of Indian Oxygen 
scored over 60% in the 24-pair 
final to clinch the title, one and a 
half boards ahead of 
second-placed Kejriwal brothers, 
Satyanarain and Prakash, of 
Bangabasi Roller Flour Mill. This 
is a board from the final where 
most pairs failed to bring home 
and touch-and-go spade game;— 


Nonevul. ‘ 

NORTH(dummy) 

Q10 6 3 
J 10 4 
O K63 


WEST 

4^0 je3 

EAST 


#074 

4 95 


C:?A0632 

C>K9e6 


OQ 10 8 7 

092 


#K 

#10 9 8 74 

SOUTH 

SOUTH 
#AKJ82 

^:^7 

O A J54 
# A52 

WEST NORTH 

EAST 

1 # 

Pass 1 NT 

Pass 

20 

Pass 2 # 

Pass 

3^ 

Pass 4 # 

All Pass 


Those who played in a partial 
were lucky in a way for it is not 
easy to score ten tricks, especially 
against silent opposition (note the 
bidding at one table—the 
introduction of the club fragment 
while making a game try to show 
the heart shortage and North 
accordingly upgrading his 
otherwise weak hand). At most 
tables. West, with a difficult 
problem on lead, started off with 
the singleton king. With the 
threat of a club ruff looming 
large, the declarers cashed the top 
trumps enabling West to draw 
dummy’s last trump when he got 
in, and with the foul diamond 
position declarer had to lose a 
spade, a heart and two diamonds, 
one down. 

The winning line, which looks 
to me the best in theory too, is to 
delay the drawing of trumps, 
hoping for the likely position that 
existed, that West would have to 
ruff from the 3-card trump 
holding. So, declarer wins the 
club lead and immediately plays 
back a heart to cut the defenders’ 
communications, normal good 
technique. With a club ruff 
serving no purpose. East would 
probably play back a trump which 
South wins with the ace. Now a 
club to the queen, West doing his 
best not to ruff in the air, and a 
diamond to a hopeful jack, losing 
to the queen. Declarer ruffs the 
heart return and now cashes the 
second top tnimp, cashes the top 
diamonds and ruffs the fouzth 
diamond in dummy. All that the 
defence can score is a trick each in 
spades, hearts and diamonds. 
SmtsnuQhoaa 



VOICES 


“i think I have evarything and I’m 
atarting to usa avarything. I am 
faaling comfortabla with my 
shots. I’m not thinking much 
about ranking. I Just want to 
show avarything I hava. I think 
I’m getting batter and I think 
she's (Steffi) not as good.” 
GABRIELA SABATINI, evaluates 
her game and feels that Graf has 
lost her hold over the tennis world. 



"The heavyweight division is 
wide open. There’s no real threat 
out there after Foreman knocks 
out Evander Holyf ield, in 
Atlantic City on April 19th, which 
should take three to four 
rounds.” 

LARRY HOLMES, puts his money 
on Foreman, for the oncoming fight 
with Holyfield. Holmes incidentally 
is planning a comeback himself, a 
la Foreman. 


‘‘Vince Lombardi, the famous 
American football coach once 
said, that winning Is not 
everything. It is the only thing. 
And the Americans take that 
very seriously. Former IOC 
President Avery Brundage said 
that winning is not important, 
but participation is. And we 
Indians take that very 
seriously.” 

VIJAY AMRITRAJ, believes that 
Indian sport lacks that winning 
attitude. 


"fin iio(«ic^bia% a 

doingiNNilMirliaciMinolftn^ ' 

mudifiHLANirdinlburt%^ ; 


li4AT:S^mAN0E(^.befa>^ 
embaiking dn k 17 stop 
tour. TNskn|(ihe s^iiibdptoytog 
ihe'goitar tor a sik inember gioito, 
oaHodWjlandpr.N 




"It’ll be nice to come into the 
locker room and have so me one 
who’s got something to say 
back to me. With theaa young 
guys, there’s not much there, 
not much to say. TWO thkiga 
have happened. They’ve 
changed the equipment and the 
guys now play one speed-fifth 
gear.” 

JIMMY CONNORS, is back. He 
played Borg recently but here he 
takes a dig at the modem boys of 
tennis. 



"This is the beat dianpa) fdw» 
of gaiting one (a Urnkbrnghbiii; 
rmbopinginypannttwili . . 
aurprlae mewtih one. Btitlheid 
isn’t a aloribook Wa bi 
tonnia-ifOdamnmtoR p radtefc; 
One day you can badown and 
the naxt day you are back 
' pgaln." 

^Eli£S,'bh'hsr-ambWmt 
«Ber becoming ihe No. i , 











E ver heard of a 12-year-old steepleohaaer, 
who on a quiet week receives around 200 
letters from his fans, who has a fan club of 
2000 members (from one year olds to a 82 year 
old woman), who sends T-shirts, stickers, 
joggrinc^ pants, holdalls etc to his fans, 
embossed with his picture. He was even a 
celebrity at the 90th birthday parade of the 
Queen Mother, in London. 

We are talking here of a horse. Desert 
Orchid, Dessie to his fans, who after the 1960 
Cheltenham Qold Cup, became a celebrity of 
sorts. And he is one stud who loves being in 
the limelight. When he is surrounded by his 
fans, the cynosure of attraction, he cocks his 
head in a flirtatious way, and whisks his tail. 
And woe to them, who come in his way 
(usually his cousins)—^they are gently but 
hrmly nudged aside. Posing for the camera is 
a Job that he now does with finesse. He receives 
every^thing from Valentine cards to wedding 
cakes from his admirers. Dessie is so much in 
love with the blitz that getting him back to the 
stable after a day with his fans is ‘murder* for 
his trainer. 

Although he has won a record amount as 
prize money and subscriptions (put into 
charity), Dessie has not earned a fortxme for 
his owners. After training fees and living costs 
are deducted, the owners just about break 
even. But then you surely can’t put a price on a 
living, galloping, leaping legend, can you? 

Dessie with one of his fans 


THE ENGLISH 
STALLION 


STAYING ALIVE 


1 8TH of February *91 was a terrible day 
in the history of London. On that Monday, 
as Londoners were queueing up for another 
week of hustle and bustle, two bombs went off 
in the railway stations at Victoria and 
Paddington. One killed and 38 injured. 
Courtesy the IRA. 

What was amazing was the fact that the list 
of casualities was so small. Providence that 
day was sure smiling on London. Among the 
early morning office-goers in Victoria was a 
12-year-old, HughCarling. Darling of his 
school cricket team, this lad could work 
wonders with the ball. He, like numerous 
others just too glad to be alive, after the 
incident. 

Recuperating at the Westminster Hospital in 
London, Hugh had three surprise visitors 
calling on him. His idols Graham Gooch, Bob 
WiUis and John Emburey presented him with a 
bat autographed by the whole England team. 
Emburey also invited the yoimgster to a 
coaching session and said, “He’s just what the 
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F pR 2l-year-<dd 
Felioity Gtallup of 
Parley, life was 
one big dream. A 
dream to make it big. 
She started small, 
working as a 
barmaid, along with a 
part-time Job to 
siirvive. But lasses 
with her looks don’t 
go unnotioed in the 
male dominated 
world-especially in 
Japan. Soon she was 
gracing fashion 
magazines and 
fashion commercials 
in JajMUQ. 

But an ultimate 
dream still remained 
imfulfilled—to make 
her name in the world 
of badminton, the 
game she cherished 
the most. 

Just when the 
mantle of 
celebrityhood was 
being slipped on her 
head, she decided to 
chuck it all. She 
crossed the oceans, 
came down to 
England and started 
concentrating on her 


SHE S GOT THE 



Felicity Gallup: Galloping away with the hearta 
of apectators all over Japan and England 


game. And before 
long she was wowing 
spectators in the 
Hi-Tec English 
National 
Championships, 
where She defeated 
former European and 
Commonwealth 
(ttuunpion, Helen 
Troke, on herway to the 
finals. 

Although she lost 
in the finals, she was 
chosen to represent 
England for an 
unofficial 

international against 
Scotland. Her coach, 
Tom John is now 
fully ocmcentrating 
on getting his client a 
fUll-time sponser. Till 
then she is relying on 

funds dished out by 
her family and 
ftiends. But Felicity 
is certainly not 
dogged by these 
drawbacks as she 
says, “I believe I can 
still make it.” Maybe 
the next stop will be 
Copenhagen, for the 
World 

Championships in 
May. 


S OMETHING new about that 15- year-old 
schoolgirl, who had the journalists racking 
their brains for adjectives to describe her 
game. We are talking here of none other than 
Jennifer Capriati. Her least favourite subject in 
school happens to be history. The reason; “You 
always have to remember things and I don't 
imderstand the point. It happened like 2,000 
years ago and has nothing to do with what I have 
to do now.’" 

Well recently she stood alongside history, with 
the Reagans’. Ronald and Nancy. Now that they 
have shifted residence from Capitol Hill, to 
the swank Bel Air locality of Los Angles, the 
only way for them to remain in the limelight is to 
lend their names to noble causes, like the ‘Just 
Say No to Drugs’, a tennis tournament at Pacific 
Palisade in California. The Reagans’ did not 
sweat it out on court, they were mere spectators, 
but managed to rope in $500,000 . Everyone 
had a good tune, and Jeiuiifer and mother Denise 
managed some photographic mementoes. Now 
that's coTirting history, right Jennifer? 



Capriati with Ronald and Nancy Raagan 































A/ith Re'.iance 
yVorId Cup. 1 987 


A 


L m S Icmg-ume 

JL readers f)f this 
correspondent’s scribl )lings 
will know, 1 am not 
essentially a I netting nvar\ 
The same readers will also 
know that when I do have a 
bet, my horse does not even 
get to the starting line, or I 
pul my money on ihc 
wi(»ng race. My fame-or 
lack of it in this spliere has 
si>read to regions (^f the c itv 
of Melbourne, ^.apilal ofihe 
graceful Australian slate, 
Victoria So when 1 sidled 
up in early january this year 
to a self'srvied bookie at the 
newspaper (^ifu e whx li 
^'mploys me theie was a 
great degree of miith 
"Nah, male,” he said. "I 
can't take mone\ off you 
You liaven’t v\t)n a bet in 
three years " 

"'rhis one’s diflerent," b 
insisted "1 want to put 
money on the Australian 
cricket team to win the 
one-day series against the 
West Indies." When he had 
stopped laughing and 
wiped the tears of mirth 
away, bis reply was 
unprintable. Basically, what 


AUSTRALIA 


Undoubted Champions in 
One-day cricket? 

Australia against each opponent in One-day cricket from 1987 Reliance World Cup till date 

OPPONENT P 55 L 

West Indies 13 8 5 

Eiraland 9 6 3 


18 16 
2 2 

10 10 
_J_1__ 

72 54 


India 

New Zealand 
Zimbabwe 
Sri Lanka 
Bangladesh 

Total_ 


* Australia won 75.00 oer cent off the total one day matches they played since 
1987 Reliance World Cup. 

‘ Australia also won the World Youth Cup Cricket Championships held in Australia in March, 
1988-beatino West indies, India. New Zealand. England, Sri Lanka, ICC Associates and 
Pakistan in the final only one rnatch they lost in the tournament to Pakistan in theRound 
Robin League. 

Australia before 1987 Reliance World Cup 

P W L T Abandoned 

176 _78_87_1_ 10 

I .. . - ■ Against each opponent .. 


OPPONENT 

P 

W 

L 

England 

41 

18 

22 

West Indies 

45 

13 

31 

New Zealand 

30 

18 

10 

India 

28 

15 

10 

Pakistan 

19 

7 

10 

Sri Lanka 

10 

5 

3 

Zimbabwe 

2 

1 

1 

Canada 

1 

1 

0 

Total 

176 

78 

87 


' At present, Australia's overall performance in one-day internationals, as foltows;- 

P W L T Abandoned 

248 132 105 1 10 



1HE WORLD 







WEST INDIES VS. AUSTRALIA: 


AOnMlM 

Batting 

M INNS 


Oeaft Marsh 
Ian Haaly 
Dean Jones 
Allan Border 
Mark Waugh 
Steve Waugh 
David Boon ^ 
Craig McDermott 
Mark Taylor 
Peter Tayior 
Mike Whitney 
Bruce Reid 
Merv Hughes 


Merv Hughes 
Craig McDermott 
Mark Waugh 
Steve Waugh 
Peter Taylor 
Mike Whitney 
Bruce Reid 
Ailan Border 


RUN 

AVGE 

HS 

349 

87.25 

113 

52 

— 

33" 

206 

51.50 

88* 

169 

33.80 

79 

156 

31.20 

67 

86 

20.66 

26* 

48 

16-00 

34 

5 

5.00 

3* 

8 

4.00 

5 

3 

1 50 

2 

0 

0.00 

0 

0 

— 

0 

0 

— 

0 


Bowling 

OVERS 

9.5 

39.1 

27.3 

32 

29 

42 

26 

2 


MDNS RUNS WICKETS AVGE 


50 Ct/St. 


Geoff Marsh scored two consecutive centuries in the fourth wd fifth 
te^red 9 centuries in one day cricket. 

FHc^rdson twice missed centuries after reaching 90 and plus. 


one dayer at Bridgetown and Georoetown. Altogether 
batsmsD, who scorod hundrod in this sones. Richie 

















ONE DAY AVERAGES. 1991 


RIcMt RtohflfdMM) 
Logit 

OtMnend Htynes 
GordonOHftenMgt 
VMtn Rlchardt 
RnttSimmont 
•Mfrty Dujen 
Cwtiy Amorote 
Cari Hooptr 
Mtlcobnltarthtil 
Antony Gray 
Courtney Walth 
Est Moaeley 
Patrick Patterson 


Curtly Ambrose 
Antoiw Gray 
Patrick Patterson 
Courtney Waiah 
PhH Simmons 
Cari Hooper 
Malcolm Mwshall 
VIv Richards 

(Also Bowled Ezra Moseley: 5'0>22'1) 


W€ST INOICS 

Batting 

M INNS NO 

5 5 0 


RUN AVGE 

278 55.60 

150 37.50 

158 31.60 

82 27.33 

75 18.75 

70 17.50 

49 12.75 


1 1 0 

2 1 1 

Bowling 

OVERS MDNS 

37 5 

37 0 

15.3 0 

27 1 

26 0 
43 1 


RUNSWICKETS 


Hs 100 50 cm 

94 0 3 0 


0 4/1 


AVGE 

17.25 

25.75 

43.00 

65.00 

70.00 

70.66 

131.00 


BB 4W 

3/37 0 


CorapHed by Hari Praaad Clwtlo|iMlliyay 


The captaincy 
factor...while Border has 
been a source of 
inspiration even to rebels 
like Merv Hughes 
(centre), Richards has 
struggled to come to 
terms with his personal 
form 


menial ma.sierv In ilie tom- 
pany of David Boon and 
Cieoff Marsh, these- ihree 
wtMf always ihen- lo 
iheir side off lo a great Man, 
As if ihat wasn’i enough, 
ihe middle order al.sc) eliipp- 
ed inlo ihe run-getting aci. 
Names like DeaT Jones and 
Allan Border ahvay.s had a 
.sizeai)le .score alongside 
them in rlie scorecard.s 
And, of course, there was 
the gritty Ian Healy. Having 
made it to the ALiS.sie squad 
for the Pakistan t(.tur of two 
years l^ack mainly as the 
best wicketkeeping batsm¬ 


en aiound, Healy is shaping 
up like his illuslrioiis tore- 
runner Rod Marsh. Woiuler 
if anybody mad«* any 
money on Ian Healy com¬ 
ing second in the batting 
averages for the one-day 
series? Not me What’s ne\\’, 
huh? 

Not (me lo rest on his batt¬ 
ing achievemenis. HeaK 
has also .started working on 
his keeping His latest ploy 
lK‘in*» to use even the few 
minutes .spent waiting for 
the lean- bus to make a 
leammak throw a bait to 
him in the car park 

On the bowling .side loo. 
Australia proved a point. 
With Terry' Alderman horrib¬ 
ly out of form, Bna e Reid 
and c:raig McDermott (initi 
ally) injured, Merv' Hughes 
and Mike Whitney were 
always in among the 
wickets. Of course, once 
McDermott reported fit, it 
was only a matter of rime 


befc^re the senes was wrapp¬ 
ed up 

runnily enough, the guy 
who really rubbed salt into 
the West Indian wounds 
was Greg Matthew'.»>. Reliev 
ed of his wedding ring by a 
mugger, he decidetl lo do 
his own sleuthing. And 
approached the loc al head 
of crime Big Daddy for 
help .So incensed was Big 
Daddy that the cTime 
amnesiy^tor the peric:»d of 
the cricket “had been viola¬ 
ted. that he not only forced 
the- mugger to return Mat; 
rhc‘W's’ ring, he c^ven bann¬ 
ed him from mugging ever 
again 

However, that steal 
doesn’t compare lo the way 
the Au.stralians .stc^lc the 
We.st Indian thunder by tho¬ 
roughly drubbing them 4-1. 
.And gave skipper Allan Bor¬ 
der the gall io make what¬ 
ever comment he felt like. 






Cricket as 

demonsmilioii 

spori 

1 996, the centenary year of the 
international Olympic 
movement, is the right time 
for, all the cricket-playing 
countries to forward their 
proposal to the President of the 
International Olympic Committee 
include cricket as a demonstration 
sport at the Atlanta Games. 

Cricket, after all, was played in 
the 1900 Paris Olympic Games, 
England beating France. 

Now that quite a few sports have 
reached demonstration level at the 
Olympic Games—Baseball and 
tennis were included in the ’84 
L.A. Games, taekwondo, and 
badminton in the Seoul Games -1 
hope that this suggestion will find 
favour with the BCCI. 

They should take up this 
propiosal with the ICC before 
sending in an application to the 
International Olympic Committee 
NELSON F.M LOUIS. 

Velim, 

Goa 

An Error 

I N the Headers’'^^nz by Mrinrnoy 
T)ha.r (Sport swnrld. 13th 
March), there was an answer 
which said that the Olympic 2000 
will be held in Atlanta City, USA. 
That IS wrong The 1996 Olympic 
Games will be held in Atlanta 
while the venue for the 2000 
Olympics will only be decided in 
1994. Although Sportsworld is 
not respoii.sible for the answe:i-s 
.sent in by the cont ributor, 
nevertluiloss t hey siiould try to 
feet if V tlio mistake 
S SURESH, 

Meld u mi. 

Yi >Li are rig'll tThe error 2s 
re^r(*tted and we request all 
contributors to doubly check their 
questions and answers tieforo 
sendind them to us Thank 
yctu Editor 

The DownfallHHHHMHBB 

S O. the downfall continues and 
Steffi Graf has ultimately lost 








the top spot to Monica Seles. It is 
indeed sad to see Steffi going off 
form from day to day. The touch is 
missing and it is high time she 
does something to improve her 
game. I still consider her the 
queen of tennis and we want her 
to bn ba.ck—at her very best -fast! 

PHABAL GUHA. 

Dibvugarh 

Superb 

T hanks a lot for a superb issue 
{Sportsworld. 20ih Feb) which 
cjontained a profile-of the 
youngest US Open Champ—-Pete 
Sampras. He is certainly the 
player to watch in the next season 
and if all goes well, he will be* a 
serious contender for the number 
one spot. 

DANl BELO. 

A rumwhal Pradesh 

Maradona On The Downswing! 

H Al’E VEH has happened to Diego Marac' The loss of his 
skills, the fall from public grace; the object investigation by 
police about his alleged Mafia and drug connection; the charge of 
fathering an illegitimate child... .the list goes on and on. 

It is indeed saddening to see a man of genius make such a mess of 
his life. I^et us hope that he comes out of all these sticky situations 
unscathed so that he can continue to enchant us on the football field 
RANJAN LAHIRJ. 

Calcutta, 

picture airwmby tih&taf 

Monica fibfes by Action JPIuar and ofMahmaha by Ckstorsport ; 
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ALL IN THE GAME 


Money Makes The Mare Go 


Not in China 


C HINESE bookieB-a tribe of hustlers-are all 
set to make money a.gain. Horse racing, 
wkich was bEumed 4s capitalist decadence 
in China, in 1949, has returned to the ancient 
capital city of Xian. 

Tile overseas edition of the People b Daily 
eaid that thousands of people crowded the race 
track for China's, 'first ever horse raciniT with 
prizes'. 

The accent here, however, is more on 
enterUdhment than on gr^unbling and therefore 
there is a marked difference between horse 
racing in Xian and overseas. 

Difference indeed. For baking a 
winner—ridden by an army jockey—the pay¬ 
off was a colour TV set. 





Senna And Prost 


‘Pairing’ of misfortunes 


M CSFOBTUNB sometimes comes in pairs* 
Ditto for Alain Proat and Ayrton ^nna. 
These two have been going at it (and each 
other) for a longf time and the things that 
hi^pen to them, sometimes just cannot be 
termed coincidental. 

Prcwt. meanwhile, lost more than just the' 
cmp ing Orand Prix of this year'a raoiim seewon. 
He lost-along with the rac^-$ 12,000! Police 
said that while Prost and Senna were whirring' 
around the track for the U.8. Grand Prix, 
burglars broke into Prost’s room and fled with 
$10,000 in French fitmcs, $2,000 in American 
Currency plus some driver's clothing. 

So what did that have to do with Senna? 

Well, the Brazilian speed demon wasn't spared 
either. Senna too had his room broken into. 

He, however, lost considerably less. The 
burglars departed with a compact disc player, 
cologne and his sun^'lasses. 

These two are really made for each other. 


I 


From Syringe, To Crucifix 


Differing priorities 


S PRINTER BEN JOHNSON has turned from 
chexoist ^to God. This is a result of his 
attempt to break a world record in the 
sprints. Cmances of that, however, seem to be 
remote. 

'T hear what’s been said/’ said Johnson of his 
detractors; especially Linford Christie. “Some 
of the ^ys have been for me. Some like 
Christie have pointed a finger. ” 

“What they did is not right," Johnson said. 
But I pray and hope to God that I get out of the 
blocks right. If I do, it’ll beover,’’ Johnson 
warned. For a guy who derived his energy 
from steriods once. Johnson gets a ‘high’ from 
being spiritual, nowadays. Nevertheless, God 
isn’t looking down on him too kindly as his 
fourth place finish in Seville suggests. 
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A Millwall-West Ham Friendly 


Everyone’s cup of tea 


then there wac this flriCQucIlybatfi)^^ . 
AnuwaU add West Ham fba|lMtt<dub, 
rtmtoh was idayed only 
of these two teams. In ntnmal « 

MiUwall-Weat Ham Itinodly is M irnieae. 
Saddam and Buah having tea together. But' 
then peace la the nnivereal watehatoed today. 

The raaacm lor the inatdb aooopAing to the 
Bf^poTters of ^heee two taa$u; 


thoee who have'been in trouble do not want to 
canyon like this.” 

‘‘Wedon'twantitoanyingontoour 
tddldiidh,'* said aitother mimiorter whci'dldn^. 
'diaciloss his <du)» leaidzige. the Bocc^ htcRh. 

it should iuinoe to say that MUlwallhtoia.. 
sonMnh WsM Ham team, 5.0, €.< were 

nohookidSd! ''i',.'.’yw','' 












I I NATIONAL TABLE TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 


THE JAIPUR 
CIRCUS 


I N the year 197S, the Senior 
National Faille Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships wtMv held in Jaipur 
in a make-shih stadium. Dur¬ 
ing the course of the men's sin 
gles final, the skies opened up 
and the lent was blown oft 'I'he venue 
tor the final had to be changed and was 
held elsewhere on the following day. 
Nira) Hajaj was the winner then. 

Now, 16 years later, and after .several 
editions of the Senior Nationals had 
lx*en hosted by many associations, Jai* 




pur tcxik it upon itselt to conduct the 
S2nd National and Inter-State (Cham¬ 
pionships. While the rules the game 
have undergone a sea of change and 
the I’hampionships were played with 
orange-coloured balls on blue-tof> 
tables, and on synthetii surface for the 
first time, the playing conditions remai¬ 
ned the same, if not worse at Jaipur. A 
circus-like tent was pitched near the 
basketball courts of the spacious Sawai 
Man Singh Stadium. The arena looked 
more like a village fair with dii.st all 







over the place. The players had to 
cover their faces with handkerchiefs to 
avoid the dust entering their nostrils. 

It IS regrettalile that the Nationals 
were held under such primitive condi¬ 
tions at a time when Indian table tennis 
IS passing through a bad phase and 
struggling to move up the ladder m 
world rankings With the Common¬ 
wealth and W(^rld C.hampionships 
round the corner and a Chinc.se naition- 
al coach having arrived in the country 
to impart the latest coaching methods 
to the Indians, one w as IiKiking for¬ 
ward to iHMter playing c ondiiions. hven 
the secretarv of the TITl, Mr Suiesh 
Gawade. w ht) .seems to be having very 
little say in matters c t )ncerning the 
affairs of the I'ederation, conceded that 
conditions were not <onducive tor 
holding such an imponant event in an 
improvised stadium. He, how'ever, see¬ 
med to l>e helple.ss in the matter Hut 
one wonders w hy the TH'I allotted the 
Nationals t(^ the Rajasllian unit winch 
could not provide the basic nec't‘ssities 
for .suc h a big event 

But these factors did not deter the 
players, especially the younger lot to 
give off their best and catch the eyes of 
the national .selecuus (3ne must give 
full compliments lo Bengal's .sensation, 
the 16-year-old Mantu Ghosh.who beat 
B.Bhuvane.swari iri the final to 
herald a new era in Indian table tennis. 

In the w'omen's section, barring Nan- 
dini Kulkarm and Monalisa Mehta. All 
other contenders belonged to the 
young brigade. In fact, the lop half of 
the seeds were in their teens. It augurs 
well for Indian table tennis Besides 
Mantu and Bhii\’anesw'ari, Ambika 
Kadhiku and Rinku Achary'a are still in 
their teens, having )u.si moved into the 
.senior section Sejal Shah, a Railway col¬ 
league of Mantu, is only 23. 

Mantu Cihosh has been showing lot 
of promise ever since the day she claim¬ 
ed the 1988 national sub-junior singles 

Mantu Ghosh holds aloft the 
women’s singles crown 






title it) Delhi. That very year, the girl 
from Siliguri annexed the sub-junior, 
junior as well as the women’s singles 
titles in the Bengal Stale championsliip. 
She has not looked back ever since. Par¬ 
ticipating in the senior section for the 
first lime in the Kozhikode Nationals 
last year, Mantu lost to Niyati Shah, the 
ultimate winner, in the quarter-finals. 
The result got reversed at Jaipur a.s 
Mantu toppled the reigning champion 
in four games in the quaner-finals and 
then went on to beat Sejal Shah and 
Bhuvaneswan for the title Rinku 
Gupta ot Madhya Pradesii had Ix-en 


the youngest winner, having claimed 
the title at Hyderabad at the age of 18. 

For a player, who is still eligible to 
play in the junior section, Mantu show¬ 
ed extreme confidence against all her 
senior adversaries. She showed no ner¬ 
ves at all, despite playing in her maiden 
women’s singles final. The stronger the 
opponent, the Ixmer she responded. 
Despite her short stature, she got on 
top of the ball, perched on her toes and 
surpri.sed her opponents. 

Bhuvaneswan, who had lost to Niya- 
li in the last Nationals, once again had 
to Iw contimt with the runner-up posi¬ 


tion. Despite her limitations in move¬ 
ment, the reigning junior national 
champion did well to thwart the heroic 
attempts of veteran Nandini Kulkami 
to make the finals Bur her tactics again¬ 
st Mantu Ghosh did not Ix^ar fruits and 
she went down bravely. 

Niyati Shah, despite her loss, 
remains a step ahead of the other girls. 
She had problems w'iih the orange- 
coloured l(x:ally-rnanufactured balls. 
She could nor adjust to the slowness of 
the ball. But Niyati’s best opponent is 
herself. She loses confidence very fast 
in her play and abilities, if she is under 


The Best Available Players Selected 


A fter a very long time there was a pleasant sur¬ 
prise in regard to the announcement of the Indi¬ 
an team for the World and Commonwealth 
Championships. The ,selecfion of the squad was com¬ 
pletely in order and it was impossible for even the 
wildest critic of the 'ITFI to criticise it. Tfie mens team 
comprises Kamlesh Mehta, S. Raman, Chetan Balxx>r, 
Arunjyoii Barua and Suiay Ghorpade and the women 
consist of Mantu Ghosh, Bhuvana, vSejal Shah and 
Radhika and all of them are automatjc choices. 

While Kamlesh maintained his fomi by remaining 
unbeaten in the team and open events, thereby esta¬ 
blishing him.self as the outstanding Indian player of 
the decade, Raman kept up his good show this year 
l')y rea< hing the final of the Nationals and failing to 
cross only the last hurdle. 

Chelan is easily the most promisng player in India 
today. And he lost only two matches throughout the 
Nationals. Arunjyoti picked himsell on hisg<K)d show¬ 
ing in the Nationals particularly his victories over 1. 
Premkumar and S. Srirarn, the two rivals agaiast him 
whom he has always had problems. A singular disiinc* 
non of his is that he is the only player wh<j has Ixraten 
Kamlesh this sea.son and thus fully deserves his place. 

Siijay Ghorpade g<^t himself .selected as there is no 
other contender for the fifth place. After becoming 
national champion last year Su)ay has not won a sin¬ 
gle major tournament HeJiowever, has always kept 
himself among the top five. The argunient that the 
fifth place should go to a youngster may not hold 
much water as except for Chetan no youngster is real¬ 
ly deserving of a place in the teim. ; 

The omission of Aral Selvt, seeded no one for the 
Nationals, may come as a surprise to her supporters. 
The fact remains that she has never able to cope 
against certain type of players even a;s sHc makt?s min* 
cemcat of her opponents at times. She w .s#ffectionate- 
ly called "Richards”, for her con^st^Cy iind 
packed game. To me tlie dropping of AfwIMvi might 
be a blessing In disguise. She will fiofw^conceptraie 
more on certain technical aspects of her game and 


hopefully will be a better player next season. She is 
still young and has the hardest forehand among all 
women players in the country today. 



1 do not know which particular God Bhuvana prays 
to but one thing is .sure. She invariably wins when 
least ex])ccied. Surely God’.s choicest blessings must 
Ix' on her Ixjcause she lx*at three tough oj^ponenis on 
her w^ay to the final. Ultimately her luck ran out Ixit all 
.said and done hers was a notable performance for a 
girl so young. It she does not get distracted by other 
activities, a great future is in store for her. 

Radhika with the most con.sistent record picked her¬ 
self automatically while Mantu Ghosh presented a sti- 
ange combination of being India women s no one in 
and India no five in girfs in the same year. By winn¬ 
ing the Nationals she made her place in the learn 
certain. 

Sejal Shah, the other selected player, was also an 
automatic clKiice. There may f)e some criticism about 
her selection on the grcjunds of Jier woeful past 
recofti in international tournaments. Bui she is certain-, 
ly most deserv ing of a place on current form. 

Then the inclusion of Niyari Shah raised some 
eyebrow^s but although technically the lx?M player in 
India her performance this year has been fur from 
sruisfaaory, 

Afl in all the best available players have been selea- 
ed to fight for the ammry in the Commonwealth and 
World Championships later this month (April). I 
would however be surprised’if the two squads 
achi<3W^ good results thouja^ I expect Kamlesh and 
Raman tp do wdl 


.j 




ressiire. Temperamentally, Mantu, Bhu- 
vaneswari and Radhika were far ahead 
of die or,hers. 

I n the men’s section, it was an altoge¬ 
ther different case. Kanilesh Mehta, 
despite his age, still remains the 
best allround player in the country. He 
showed that he could always rise to the 
occasion and to the demands of any giv¬ 
en situation. The chalJerjge in men’s 
section was always against Kamlesh. 
Others in Kamlesh*s age-group have 
slowly faded out. Sujay Ghorpade, the 
reigning champion, had a lean season. 
He did not participate in the team 
events as Petroleum Sports Control 
Board,last year's winners in team 
eventsS, failed to qualifty from Inter- 
Institution Championships- He has defi¬ 
nitely slowed down. Sriram, a player 
with a different game, the pimpled-bat 
attacker, was swept off the field by 
Arunjyoti Baaia of Assam. Manmeet 
Singh, who has not lx?€n playing regu¬ 
larly since winning the national title at 
Hyderabad, bowed out without a fight, 
to Ganesh Kundu. 

Among the youngsters, the two most 
impressive were Chetan Baboor and 


southpaw S.Raman, both of Tamil 
Nadu. Chelan was the most popular 
player among the spectators. His popu¬ 
larity can be gauged from the fact that 
the spectators could not stomach his 
straight-game loss to Kamlesh Mehta in 
the semi-finals. The SOOO-odd specta¬ 
tors cheered Raman and b(x>ed Kam¬ 
lesh in the final. Chetan had a twin task 
in Jaipur: reprc.senting Tamil Nadu in 
team and open events as well as appea¬ 
ring for his plus two final examination. 
He had been granted special permis¬ 
sion to write his papers in Jaipur as the 
examination aiincided with the Nation¬ 
als. Most of the days he was shuttling 
between the stadium and the examina¬ 
tion hall. And in between his matches, 
he‘was seen going through his text 
books. 

The late holding of the Nationals is 
terrible for the juniors, who are stu¬ 
dents. Chetan’s performance must 
have been surely affected. Arup Basak, 
another promising youngter, could not 
make it to Jaipur because of his exams. 
It would have lieen better if the Nation- 

Kamlesh Mehta, the men'^s 
champieii maintained his form 
throughout 


als are completed before '' 

that the }uidor$ can 
their studies. 

Kamlesh who had bea^ Chetan so' 
easily was up against a different player 
in the final, in the form of left-hand^ 
Raman. Tbe Tamil Nadu player had 
Ix^aten Kamlesh in the quarter-finals at 
Hyderabad and once again threatened 
to repeat the act. . 

Fiut Kamlesh, for all his repeated mis¬ 
takes, did not give up. Despite losing 
the first two games and down H-19 
and then 19-20, Kamlesh did not throw 
in the towel. He just waited for a lapse 
of concentration on the part of his 
young orpponent. And it did come. As 
Raman wavered in concentration for a 
second. Kamlesh sinick. Kamlesh has 
proved that if one works hard he can 
wriggle out of any bad situation. 

Ranian is still young and if he too 
worlcs hard, he may still win the nation¬ 
al men’s singles title. 

The experienced team of Kamlesh, 
Manmeet and Sunil Babras won the 
men’s team title, beating the youthful 
Tamil Nadu in tlie final. l‘he Banks 
Sports Board team was indeed superior 
to their opponents. Tlie loss of Raman 
to Babras was a big loss to Tamil 
Nadu’s aspirations. 

Railways claimed the women’s team 
events, coming back from a two-zero 
deficit to turn the tal>Ie.s on Petroleum 
Sports Control Board, who boasted of 
Niyati and Monallsa Mehta in their 
ranks. 6ut PSCB made the blunder of 
playing their two star players in all their 
matches and not resting them at all. In 
the final analysts, it told on their perfor¬ 
mance. Niyati and Monalisa looked 
stale and tired in the final which was 
fully exploited by the Railways’ young 
team of Radhika and Sejal Shah. PSCB’s 
third player, B. Usha, was not played at 
all, even in group matches. 

One wem to the Nationals, looking 
for a new-look champiomhip and 
c'atne out satisfied with die perforinah* 
ce of the wtmien players, wtto though 
nowhere neaf Asian class, are stfll 
yoUng.and have ample years b^ore 
them to prove their worth. men 
did disappoint. Kamlesh sdlj temains 
the only player of intemational stan¬ 
dard althou^ a few youngsters are on 
the horizon. Uke the Chirii^ coad^ Li 
Teyang said, "The in<8ansiiekiio 
work much harder if they stand any \ 
chanpe of impioving upon their post- 
ton in wcvld fankings^ ’ . 
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CtockiirlM from top: Th* ouMd* vtaw of tlw tabto 
tinnio ‘eimw' at Jolpiir. 
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Laugh, laugh, laugh...Laugh at your heroes..\ 


MARK KILTSH 
researches into some 
top class sporting 
literature and 
extracts funny 
anecdotes hitherto 
unknown to the 
world... 


irss 


I 


T he clock had struck 

midnight and there didn’t 
seem any logical 
explanation for an English 
cricketer to be holding 
four Indian waiters at bay 
with’a cricket bat in a Delhi hotel 
corridor. What exactly was 
happening? 

The reason behind this odd 
behaviour was that his more 
experienced colleagues had 
convinced him that most Indians 
were homosexual and would find 
his tanned looks irresistible. 

The only deviation he hankered 
after was the flight of a cricket 
ball and the thought of turning on 
the wrong half of India worried 
him By the time the tour reached 
Delhi the worry had turned into a 
phobia. He was even wearing his 
jockstrap back-to-front. And there 
was worse to come for the gullible 
bowler. 

His team-mates phoned him in 
mock Indian accents to announce 
that they loved the cricketing 
‘sahib’ and would be coming 
round to pay their respects’ that 
evening 

The bowler panicked. He locked 
his room, but his colleagues in the 
attire of Indian waiters were not 
st umped. They climbed on to his 
balcony and made amorous 
overtures. 

Clutching a cricket bat and 
screaming for help the young 
cricketer ran from his room just 
ahead of what he thought was a 
bunch of Punjabi poofs. His 
team-mates found him two floors 
up. back against a wall, 

I threatening to brain the first 
waiter who so much as blew a 
kiss. 

Cricket On The BraJn 'by 
Bernard Hollo wood (Eve & 
Spottiswoode) is just one of the 
numerous hooks doing the 
London rounds that enlighten the 


reader with the lighter moments 
of sports. Also high on the 
funnies’ list is Game, Set & 
Deadline—A Tennis Odyssey (W. 
Heinemann), which narrates some 
of the most fascinating episodes in 
tennis history. Yet another book 
which tickles the funny bone is 
Eddie TtieEag'Je: My Story t>y 
madcap British ski-jumper Eddie 
Edwards. These and many such 
books have gone into several 
reprints because of their 
infectious humour and their 
unconventional way of narrating 
su pe rstar events. 

Take for example, Bellamy’s 
classic description of a match 
between Miloslav Mecir and Tom 
Gullikson at Wimbledon to 1987. 

“Mecir likes fishing,” Bellamy 
wrote, “He is a big, highly bearded 
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‘port s rare moments of humour 



man who always locks sleepy. His 
demeanour suergests that having 
shaved and dressed in the 
morning, he probably feels he has 
had as much exercise as he can 
take in one day. On court he 
sometimes serves underarm when 
his arm and his heart get weary. 

“It was fun watching this 
dreamy Czechoslovak—^treading 
an alien surface and fighting 
many of his natural instincts—set 
about a man who knows what 
grass court tennis is all about. 

“Mecir certainly had a go. He 
threw himself this way and that. 
He skidded. He fell. He walked 
around on his knees for a while, 
implying that he was too tired to 
get up. 

“A charming, spectacular 
match had an appropriate ending. 


with Mecir sprawling on the 
ground again, looking puzzled 
and resigned as a desperate 
forehand went out of court. He 
may have mused that grass was 
not for tennis. It was simply 
something you sat on while 
fishing.” 

Eddie Edwards does not sit on 
his laurels. He says he has 
swooped down on earth out of his 
time. He*s a man of the future, he 
says. Or perhaps, as he quickly 
contradicts himself, with his 
‘never-say-die* and ‘good sport* 
attitude he's a man from the past. 

And going by his book he seems 
deadpan about his sport. His main 
contention at the Calgary Games 
before stepping on the 90 metre 
platform, as he puts it “was to stay 
alive. After all.” he points out “I 
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hadn’t drawn any life insurance!" 

T feNNIS too is a startlingly 
spectator sport as Bellamy 
discovered. In 1985, when the 
tall Anne White came out to play 
against Pam Shriver, clothed from 
head to toe in a white body 
stocking, the match was instantly 
suspended because of White’s 
wrong choice of clothes. Says 
Bellamy in his non-chalant style: 
“Wimbledon did not permit her to 
wear the same clothing as 
yesterday. They insisted that she 
expose her logs, which seemed to 
go on forever but could not 
honestly be described as boring." 

A leading tennis scribe of the 
London Times, Bellamy, has 
covered most of major tennis 
events in the last quarter century. 
Writing on Martina Navratilova in 


1976, the author said: “Miss 
Navratilova is more 
demonstrative, less predictable. 
Groundless though the fear might 
be, one would never be hundred 
per cent certain that, if the waiter 
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Spilt the soup, she would not sock 
him with the spoon. Yet, here she 
was, convincing us that within a 
year or two she could be mature 
enough to win 
Wimbledon”. 

Although his finest humour 
comes while describing women’s 
matches, he is never 
condescendingorill-timed. Just 
tongue-in-cheek. Like during the ’ 
match when Linda Siegel’s low cut 
dress “briefly failed its policy of 
containment.” or when 
Navratilova’s skirt came 
unwrapped at Wimbledon. “The 
shared laughter”, says Bellamy, 
“instantly settled her nerves.” 

At another occasion he 
remembers the memorable 
moment at the Australian Open at 
Melbourne’s Kooyong Stadium, 
when a lady walked up to 
















Australian tennis star John 
Newcx>mbe and tried to pull off his 
motiataches to see if they were 
real. When convinoed they were, 
she walked away without apology. 
Further in the article Bellamy 
recounts the incident when an 
aging Newcombe after being 
trounced by the then teenager 
Bjorn Borg Lamented: “After a 
match I ring home and talk to the 
kids. He rings home and talks to 
his parents!*’ 

Talking about age HoUowood’s. 
Cricket On The Brain narrates a 
hilarious incident when an 
England county bowler getting 
ahead in years set about a way to 
break the monotony of the game. 
He substituted the ball for a round 
piece of red si>an for the first 
delivery after lunch at a seaside 
British county game. The 


Clocks and watches, which do not 
capture the essential nature of 
such matches, insisted that they 
slugged it out for only two hours 
and 45 minutes. 

“The match seemed longer 
because of the monotonous 
baseline exchanges. One joker 
started a rumour to the effect that, 
outside the stadium, bouncers 
were throwing people in.. One 
British photographer said he took 
all the pictures he needed while 
Lendl and Wilander were playing 
one rally. Without shame,” he 
continues “I confess to escaping 
for half an hour to a leafy cabin in 
Bois de Boulogne and lunching on 
pate and coffee”. 

Writing in his usual laconic 
style. Bellamy says of Boris 
Becker at Wimbledon in 1987: 
“Becker was hurling himself all 


cricket history and was over in 
England beating the tripe out of 
the Britishers (1948), the British 
sports scribes became so sick and 
tired of his century stand that one 
paper, after one particular match, 
brought out a banner which 
proclaimed, “The Don Fails!” 
Bradman had scored only 83! 

Another of Brad man’s 
anecdotes dates back to 1936 
when in an interstate match held 
at Adelaide, Don Bradman broke 
yet another record—this time one 
belonging to another mighty 
hitter, Clem Hill, who had belted 
360 not out against the 
Tasmanians in 1900. Cheeky old 
Clem immediately sent Tlie Don a 
telegratm which r€»ad. ' 
“Congratulations, you little devil 
for breaking my record.” 

Hollowood strikes a sombre note 



unsuspecting batsman swung his 
hat and was covered in flakes. The 
bowler only stopped laughing 
when the umpire said he would 
report the matter. 

However, if some players have a 
penchant for lifting the spectator 
spirits there are others who can 
make a match look like an 
eternity, Bellamy discovered this 
to his dismay when he witnessed 
the 1984 French Open between 
Mats Wilander and Ivan Lendl. 

“Lendl and Wilander, ” Bellamy 
wrote in his despatch. “Seemed to 
play through a change of climate. 


over the place and flinging his 
racket at the ball as if he expected 
neither to come back. He was also 
doing his now famous imitation of 
a man cycling down a cobbled 
street, without a bicycle. Becker 
pumps himself up. as they say, 
and makes no secret of his intense 
excitement and the iron will of a 

sportingr hero.’' 

But says Bernard Hollowood. 
the press sometimes has a nasty 
habit of turning a sporting hero 
into a zero. Back in the days when 
Sir Donald “The Don” Bradman 
was being the best batsman in 


“Htdraus 

MaOun-OK 

sm^hmssuns 

m^wawlua 

m^mrnMUs 

Beliam 

talking of one sunny day in the 
summer of 1909, at a cricket 
ground 

where a batsman belted a stong 
cover drive which hit and killed an 
attendant pigeon. 

A local ginger tomcat seized the 
dead bird and raced off with it 
Two weeks later the same cat was 
“fielding” in the covers hoping for 
another drive. It came, too and 
killed him! • 

NEWSMEN FEATURES 










If you’r* talking the sexiest man on the tennis 
circuit, you’re talking Andre Agassi 


I WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND I 


Tennis or sex 

N O insult to Professor Freud but we feel he 
might have slipped up in his studies on 
sex. At least, Freud didn’t know that sex 
and tennis vibe really well together. If Freud 
didn’t, a lot of others did. This is how they 
responded to a survey: 

If forced to pick between tennis and sex, 
which would you pick? 

57 per cent voted....sex! 

Do you spend more time thinking about sex, 
or tennis? 

48 per cent said sex, 36 per cent said tennis 
while 16 per cent were thoroughly confused 
(funny) 

Do you ever think about sex while playing 
tennis? 

54 per cent said a big YES! 

Do you ever think about tennis while having 
sex? 

Obviously, 86 per cent said no. 

Do you enjoy tennis with the opposite sex? 
83 per cent said yes 

Do you believe in the saying that ‘tennis 
player make better lovers’? 

45 per cent said yes, 47 per cent said no, while 
8 per cent were undecided. 

And who’s the sexiest male on the pro tour? 
Andre Agassi! 

The sexiest female? 

Gabriela Sabatini (P.S. Miss Capriati is 
running a close second there) 

When sex is good it’s wonderful, and when 
it’s bad it’s still pretty good. Too bad the same 
can’t be said of tennis. 




COACH VS 
COACH 


1 


Who's got? 
Who's not 

1 991, we have deduced, 
k the year of the tennis 
coach. In short: Who^s 
hot? Who's not? Starting 
from the tap of the 
ladder, we have Boris 
Becker who has said his 
farewells to coach Bob 
Brett and welcomed Niki 
Pilic into hkfold. A 
rather lost Brett looked, 
and found solace in 
Goran Ivanisevic who 
hired him. 

^Gentleman' Tim 
Mayotte who has 
rocketed-^downwards—to 
105 in the rankings has 
taken on Billie Jean King 
to instil in him a bit of 
confidence. Ditto for 
Thomas Muster who's 
pleaded with (hold your 
breath!) oT Jimbo 
Connors to give him that 
much needed pep that 
might push him up in the 
rankings. Connors 
agreed, or rather, he said 
^grunt\ 



WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED 1 


Tommy Thompson k 
still loyal to teenage 
prodigy Jennifer Capriati 
and Carlos Kirmayr to 
Gabriela Sabatini. Tony 
Pickard has decided to 
earn a little ^extra' by 
assuming the 
responsibility of the 
British Davis Cup team 
but he still pans the gold 
from Edberg's rich 
mines. And last, but most 
important, Lendl has 
asked former Wimbledon 
* flukey' Chris l^wis of 
New Zealand to team up 
with him. The 
arrangement is strictly for 
fitness purposes while 
Roche is the real McCoy. 
The rest are doing fine, 
thank you. 


Edberg with coach Tony Pickard. Pickard has 
decided to invest his taients into the British 
Davis Cup team 










COLA 

BOWLER 


Thums Up or 
Lehar? 

pf he’s not getting 
involved in the 
L local ‘pace wan’ 


then he’s falling 
victim to the Cola 
wan. Yes, KapO Dev 
seems to he a 
scapegoat all the 
time. 

Under contnct 
with Lehar Pepsi to 
undertake a door to 
door campaign of 



their product in 
Delhi, Ka^ soon saw 
himself facing 
opposition fnnn 
Parle’s Thums Up. 

Parle tookouta seven 
year-old ad featuring 
the Dev himself and 
flashed it aU around 
town. 




fafiwtstraiglit 
apai promotion. 
Butcanwoaak, 
Kaps:arayou 
really Into 
aoftdrinka? 



"It’s not legai," 
KapUtold 

SporuwwkL "I mean 
the ad was done in 
1984. Since then my 
contract with them 
has expired. How can 
yon suddenly take out 
a picture of me and 
flash it all over 
town?" Kapil 
spewed. "They 
could have done it if 
they had renewed my 
contract. But they 
didn’t so I objected. 
Since they persisted 
with this adverse 
campaign. I have put 
a stay order on 
them," he concluded 
satisfactorily. 

The fans, towever, 
are thoroughly 
confused as to which 
is Kapil’s favourite 
Cola. Some people 
wonder wether 
drinking any Cola is 
good for Kapil who’s 
a fitness freak. 



Martina-Judy split! 

W HILE Monica Seles has gone and 
assumed the top spot in women’s 
tennis, Martina Navratilova has made 
another return. But it’s not the same 
Martina that one would normally expect. 
True she’s probably fitter than ever before 
but this time she’s going it alone. 

Why, you may ask. Martina's undergone a 
kind of ‘tennis divorce! She’s gone and 
broken up with her long-time friend and 
travelling companion, Judy Nelson. This 
highly publicised split might just involve a 
visit to the law courts. 

But who is Martina going to hug after 
climbing the stands when (or if) she wins her 
tenth Wimbledon title? For that matter 
who's going to iron her clothes and take care 
of her kit? And then who might design the 
MN—or Martina Navratilova—clothing line. 
Looks Martina is just left with KD for 
company. And we’re not referring to Kapil 
Dev, but Killer Dog! 


'.,‘i '.'i* 





Martina Navratilova (centre) and Judy Nelson 
(right) have undergone a highly publicised 
‘tennis divorce’ 







I T’S 80 difficult to 
know when to retire. 
Billie Jean King was 
still playing tennis 
when she was 40, but 
her fans didn’t like 



seeing her lose in the 
first round. Many wan¬ 
dered why she didn’t call 
it quits and go out 
gracefully. 1 should 
know; I vras one of th»n. 

But really, age has no¬ 
thing to do with retire¬ 
ment; some people play 
their best tennis in their 
early thirties. 1 retired 
because tennis had be¬ 
come a strain on both 
my body and my perscm- 
al life. It was getting too 
tough for me. But it’s 
not necessarily the same 
for everyone. I under¬ 
stand why some played 
stay past their primes. 
They’ve put so much 
time and hard work into 
being professionals, and 
they don’t want to relin¬ 
quish that. The older 
you get. the more you 
realise how lucky you 
are to be a professional 
tennis player. You want 


January, many of his 
fans thought he should 
have retired. But John 
continued even though 
he often lost in the quar¬ 
ters or sometimes eai^ 
her. He still tried, know¬ 
ing he wasn’t the best in 
the world anymore. 
John is a winner, and 1 
admire his attitude. 

He is very result— 
ariented and now feels 
he’s on the comeback 
trail. Ixxdt at what he 
did at last September’s 
U.8. Open. Sometiines it 
takes winning one 
match to carry you for 
another six months. 
And it’s just a matter of 
time before such a match 
shows up again—like at 
a Wimbledon Hnal. 

John has so much ta¬ 
lent. I don’t know what 
his training routine is 
now, but I think he’s 


hard at work tiying to 
regain his bid form. I get 
the sense that he’s not 
saying that; he’s really 
building up to some¬ 
thing. 

Jimmy Connors, on 
the other hand, didn’t 
play much tennis last 
year (He had an opera¬ 
tion on his wrist in the 
fall). But Jimmy’s love 
of the game is unequal¬ 
led. And though he 
doesn’t think he can win 
another mqfor, he still 
relishes the chance to hit 
the ball, to entertain the 
crowd. Competing is in 
his blood. 

How can you tell a 
Jimmy Ctonnors to quit? 
He's happy even when 
he loses early. 1 think he 
should keep playing. He 
has at least one more 
year left, though 1 think 
he’ll have to plan his 


‘Hey JbiMiiy! When is the last act?’ 


it to last as long as 
possible. 

Yon also have to know 
what you’re going to do 
when your playing days 
are over. 

I wanted to start a 
family, but 1 also had to 
feel comfortable know¬ 
ing that I wouldn’t have 
tennis in my life any- | 
more. On theone hand, 1 
knew that 1 wasn’t com¬ 
peting. But I also knew 
it would have been har¬ 
der to leave without hav¬ 
ing other projects—oom- 
mentating for NBC, 
organising my pro/ 
celebrity event and 
being president of the 
WTA'—to keep me busy. 

1 also have exhibitions to 
fill the void of not 
playing. 

After John McEnroe 
was defaulj^ 
AulBiralian Open Jmsi 



schedule and pace him¬ 
self. 

John's and Jimmy’s 
timetables are different 
than mine. They can 
' play until age 40. They 
both have wives and kids 
and yet find plenty of 
time for tennis. But as 
rewarding as a family is, 
it does interfere with 
your career, especially if 
you’re a woman. It’s 
hard to commit your en¬ 
tire being to the game 
when you have young 
children at home. The 
younger players are 
hungry and have no 
other responsibilities or 
commitments. I also 
think people forget that 
tennis players compete 
to earn a living. A man's 
mentality—that he must 
be the breadwinner* 
tends to prolong his 
career. 

As a fan and a friend 
of Martina Navratilova. 1 
would like to see 1991 be 
her last year on the tour. 
She should retire at the 
top of her game. 1 think 
she has one more year to 
finish in the top two or 
three before Monica 
Seles, Jennifer Capriati 
and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario start to pass her. 
Actually. Martina is. 
already preparing for 
retirement. She has a 
clothing line—MN by 
Herman Geist. She'll live 
in Aspen and be happy 
there*—and she’ll have 
me as a neighbour! 

Without tennis, you 
have the freedom and 
the money to do any¬ 
thing you want. You 
might not find anything 
as intense as tennis, but 
you can find something 
challenging. With re¬ 
tirement comes the 
pangs and panic of 
seeing others getting 
attention. But every ten¬ 
nis player has to retire- 
...somettme. 

OirtaEveH 
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All the water you need. 
From 100 litres to 15 lakh litres. 

In plastic and steel tanks. 


Electrometai Tanks Limited is the only Company m this 
country mat has been making the largest range of world 
reputed pressed steel water tanks A range itiat goes up to 15 
lakh litre capacity In India, its main clients are the Railways. 
CPWD. Jal Nigam, PHEs, Atomic Power Corporation, 
Oofence, tea gardens. NTPC, municipalit'os, airports. P & T. 
universities as well as giants m the private sector such as the 
Tatas. the Birlas. the Thapars. Shaw Wallace, United 
Breweries and n^any more 


IfU 


Eleclrometal decided to go m for a range extension, with 
plastic tanks, through its sister concern, Electroplast Tanks 
Limited This has resulted m mega-advantages for the buyer 

• plastic tanks backed with our phenomenal knowledge and 
experience in total water storage systems, 

• tanks of optimum structural strength - so tough that they 
last for years unaffector'. by sun. ram. wind or cold . f ! 

• tanks with many unique and convenient features ^ 
unmatched by any otNjr plastic tank in the market ■ 

So now you can also Iook forward to the largest capacity I 
range in water tanks From 100 litres to 15 lakh litres ■ 

In plastic and m steel ■ 








Proving our confidence in 
total water storage systems. 

3-C, Camac Street. Calcutta-700 016, Phones: 29-4369 & 29-4146 
relax; 021-5778 Elec |n. Fax: +(91) (33) 296277, Cable: “ELECSIDE” 





THEY’D ALWAYS SIT HERE,. 
THEIR OLD BONES SOAKING THE SUN. 
PLAYING THE SAME GAME. 

OURS WAS A LITTLE DIFFERENT. 
YOU WERE SHY. 

AND I KEPT RUNNING AWAY. 

I WONDER SOMETIMES. 

HOW IS rr BOTH OF US WON. 


COME HOME TO 


THE 
PREMIUM 
SUITING 
Ri FNh«; 






NOW, IT’S 























When I retire, I’ll never be 
aburden to my son. 

DCs TEEVAN DHARA 
is my guarantee for a lifelong pension. 


LIC".s Jccraii Dhara invasion .scheme 
mcan.s much-needed securit\' in uid age 
Ix^ng l^lbre vou retire, Jeev’an Dhara 
starts building tor you a monthly income 
for life Here's hou it works 
If you are i'y and pay a rnonthlv premium 
of Rs SCO till voii are S9» ytiu will get a 
minimum ofRs S.SQS - monthly pension 
througliout your life from the age of bO. 


1'ake a kxik at Jeevan Dhara's beneiics: 

• 12 po.st<dated cheques (one for each 
month) at the beginning of 

each year. 

• Premiums paid upto Rs. 40,(MX) a 
year, arc 1(K)% deductible from 
taxable income under Section 
80(:CA of the Income Tax Act. 


• Bonus addition - once when the 
monthly income starts and again on 
the death of the policy-holder in 
addition to the principal sum payable 
to the legal heirs. 

Fl 'jw brochure and details contact your nearest 

UC office, any UC ag^nt or Ikvelopment Officer. 

We will be gtad to help you. 




iafie Jnsurance (Torporation of Jndio 




VOICES 



P eople like the Irleh love to 
come to the great 
cathedral of Wembley. It 
inapires them. It lifts their 
spirita, their morale and their 
determination. I’d be surprised if 
Ireland won, but the England 
team will have to fight tooth and 
nail. 

BOBBY ROBSON sums up the 
fervour that accompanies an 
England vs Ireland match. The two 
teams are scheduled to meet next 
for^ European Cup quarter finals. 
he.(Sabatini) has become 
steadier and more 
aggi:essiveand she 
always does the right things at 
the time. She used to give 

up a little earlier than she ehouM 
have done, but she does not do 
dwt anymore. 

STEFFI GRAF, r»ow that she has 
become the hunted, analyses 
Sabatini’s game. 


for the I 

Si 


I dpnt wantto do the men 
down, hut the three plcturos 
on the front pages of the 
pWMrs dlls week have all been 
women. 

MONICA SELES, now that she is 
the No. 1 becomes spokeswoman 
for womens’ tennis. Here she takes 
a tongue in cheek review of the 
mens’ and womens’ section of the 
game. 



I wouldnotfMivOInto , 
paiileulardate to i«tir% iMftot 

the momem, It looks M H this 
tour Sgainat AustihNo OHhf he 
my last'in the WSei tndiSis.iThS; 
try> to England may also he itiy. : 
last trip ahroad. 

VIVRiCHAROS, now finding it 
difficult to slow down the ondaugHt 
of age, contemplates . 
retirement. 

J amaica haa got to inaliaauio 
mat tt 1100004 happen agalh. 
It waa abaurd. The rl^ 
people ehould get a klek up the 

ALLAN BORDER on the 
inadequate covers that led to water 
seeping onto the pitch in Sabina 
Park. 


Y ou play a few good shots 
and there’s no reaction 
from the crowd, then you 
duck under a bouncer and 
they're up on their feet. They 
seem to like bouncers here and 
not much else. 

Cricketers down the ages have 
had problems with tne Caribbean 
spectators. This time it is MARK 
TAYLOR who voices his opinion. 










I t'S a challenge for me right 
now. My game Is ail about 
confidence and when I’ve not 
got the confidence to make my 
shots, it gets frustating. But I 
can’t play defensively, or my 
opponent aenaos blood. 

! ANDRE AGASSI, takes stock of 
his game. 
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j Q AND NOW, IT S 
I OWAR! 

-cnsc’ rivalry, donycrouy fast 

coiitrovLMsy and a West Indies 
n Iff the second Test have placed the 
jssio four of the Coribbc'cjn in on 
'Citmy position We le nc)w ready for 
ost off Dovid McMahon from 
elbourne, and Wdliam Rhodes and 
trick fiagai from the Coribficon do 
e needful 


Romc'sh Krishnan and Leander Paes 
took India to an easy victory over 
Indonesia in the Davis Gup motcfi m 
Jaipur Rohit Bri|nath was there to toll 
the story 

WHAT S THE MATTER 
WITH GAZZA? 

Is Fnqiand's Paul Gascoigne n true 
socccr great or just o punk created by 
the British jnedia into a legend^ Is the 
Go7.7a hype justified^ 
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ANNA know how Monica Seles 
celebrated her promotion to 
number one in the world? She had a 
party with around 100 close friends 
and her family in a posh club in 
Florida, The funny thing was that 
none of her circuit colleagues, except fellow teenage 
sensation Jennifer Capriati, called to congratulate 
her. Bui that was fine with Seles, who last week 


increased her lead over Steffi Graf at the head of the 
ATP computer rankings. The new queen of the court 
took, all this in her stride just as she does victory or 
defeat. “Not too many of them know my phone 
number;* was her comment. 

It’s clear now tennis has a new grande dame, and 
she’s really cool. 

The gruff and thunderous reign of Steffi Graf is 
over after a record-breaking 186 weeks, to be 

















replaced by the sunnier smiles, pink knickers and 
grunts of 17-year' old Monica Seles, the youngest 
ever world number one in women’s tennis. 

To dethrone Graf, earn enough to buy her first 
Chanel suit (red) and become the youngest Grand 
Slam title-winner this __ 



century, suggests the 
possession of formidable 
talent. But she sees it 
rather differently. 

Having won the 
Australian Open 
in January, her second 
Grand Slam title, she 
succinctly outlined her 
flaws. She could not serve 
with any venom, volley 


* After being numhi^Wie 
for as long as Steffi, Ijnigjtt 
get tired too. But I gt^^ ^ 
it^ not being like a big^ck 
star like Madonna. Sbit^^ 
bad but happy at th^^0t 
time* ^ 


nfidence nor lob with much control. “I 
Id on my game," she said with 
l^issatisfaction. 

Mion arises; How can a player so bad 
^Br one in the world? “Well," she said, 

^_, pondering the mystery, 

“I still have a lot of good 
sides. 1 would say." 

, - This is true. Even 

t before her waif-like 

arms had made any 
acquaintance with 
n yfOCK ' muscle, in the days 
j # O when comparisons with 

O S Oliver Oyl were irresist! 

ble, she could clout a 
tennis ball with 







“That’s Steffi’s problem”: Gaby 



























4 



,1 






A S a welcome to 
his new coach, 
Nikki Pilic, 
Boris Becker's recent 
displays have been 
somewhat less than 
ecstatic. Barely can 
Becker have played so 
poorly as he did in his 
narrow victory over a 
qualifier who had 
only ever won three 


Becker recently 
patched up with 
former girlfriend 
Brenda Schultz and 
went off to the beach 

matches on the tour 
and in a humiliating 
defeat by Patrick 
McEnroe in the third 
round at Key 
Biscayne. Pilic, more 
used to watching 


Becker's triumphant 
days, must be 
wondering just what 
he has taken on as the 
successor to Bob 
Brett. 

Becker and Pilic 
have just over two 
months to pick up the 
pieces in time for the 
French Open in May. 
Though he would not 


BORIS BECKER 


BEACH BOll 

be drawn into I 

admitting that | 

victory in the French j 

Open, the only Grand 
Slam he has not won, 
rather than 
Wimbledon is now top 
of hislist—lihe 
French comes before 
Wimbledon, so that is 
the next step”, he 
said—^all the arrows 
in his life and his 
preparation are 
pointing towards 
Ronald Garros., 

After parting 
company with Brett 
in February two 
weeks after becoming 
the world No. 1, 

Becker has hired Pilic 
to take him through 
what might prove to 
be the final phase of 
his career. Besides 
being a good friend 
and the German 
Davis Cup captain, 

Pilic has been in a 
final of the French 
Open, an experience 
Becker has yet to 
enjoy. Semi final 
defeats by Wilander 
and Edberg are the 
nearest he has come 
to success on a 
surface which has 
never suited his game 
or his temperament.. 

But this is new 
territory for Pilic. A 
new Becker, too. A 
casual, leaden footed 
character, who has 
played with no pride 
here, openly 
admitting that the 
attractions of the 
Maritius beach and 
girlfriend Karen 
Schultz have been 
greater than those of 
the tennis court. A 










OR COURT COLOSSUS? 


totally different 
player from the 
colossus who lifted 
Germany 

single-* handed to the 
Davis Cup in 
successive years and 
won the Australian 
Open earlier this 
year. It will take all of 
Pilic’S considerable 
experience to effect a 
transformation back 
to champion in the 
next month. 

Quite apart from 
the appalling 
mediocrity of 
Becker’s tennis, 
characterised by the 
two double-faults he 
served when he had 
just broken back to 
4-4 in the second set 
against the younger 
McEnroe at Key 
Biscayne, the signs 
have not been too 
encouraging. After 
beating Steve DeVries 
more by luck than 
judgement in his 
opening match there, 
Becker talked like 
someone in the midst 
of an anticlimax. 

‘ Since becoming 
world No. 1 (for two 
weeks), I have a 
different outlook on 
it. I do not think 
about it so much any 
more,** he said. 

Deprived of the 
motivation which 
drove him through an 
oppressive schedule 
at the end of last year 
and to the pinnacle of 
his career in 
Melbourne in 
January, Becker has 
only pride left to cling 
on to in tournaments 
like this which, 


despite its 
competitiveness, he 
considers less than 
momentous. 

But the pride seems 
to have vanished, too, 
at least for the 
moment, and it will 
only be of limited 
comfort to Pilic that, 
in winning 6-1,6-4, 
Patrick McEnroe 
joined a list of players 
who have beaten 
Becker in the third 
round at Lipton, Tim 
Mayotte, Milan 
Srejber and, last year, 
Jean Fleurian. Becker 
has never been 
beyond the third 
round and probably 
never will because 
unlike the Australian 
Open, Becker will not 
move heaven and 
earth to improve his 
record at the Lipton. 
He might not be back 
next year. 

Last weekend 
Becker returned to 
Davis Cup duty 
against Argentina in 
Berlin, but his 
pre-Paris schedule is 
different from last 
year. He intends to 
play in Monte Carlo, 
Hamburg and Rome 
and then do some 
exhibitions and 
practice instead of 
leading Gerxnany in 
the World Team 
Cup— where, 
incidentally, Pilic will 
be otherwise engaged 
captaining the 
team—in Dusseldorf 
the week before Paris. 

By then, Becker 
will hope tc« have 
rediscovered his fire 
andjfitness. 


‘'Now my ambition is to stay there for as long as I 
can. I want to enjoy it and have fun. I can’t put 
pressure on myself. If I play well Ill stay there.” 

To that end, the maligned serve is being 
remodelled. ‘T’m trying different mechanics. I 
might mess up my serve for a few weeks but I can’t 
expect miracles. I can’t expect to be John McEnroe in 
two weeks’ time. But I get a little impatient 
sometimes, 1 want to make it much harder for 
anybody to boat me. ” 

What clashing music to the ears of Graf, Gabriela 
Sabatini, Martina Navratilova, Mary Jo Fernandez, 
Jennifer Capriati and Jana Novotna that sentiment 
will be. These are the players Seles regards as major 
threats, not necessarily in that order. 

Grafs relative decline has been Seles’s good 
fortune. The German is like Liverpool FC. She can 
no longer count on her reputation to paralyse 
opponents. She has claimed none of the last four 
Grand Slam titles and Sabatini, formerly Grafs 
decorative cannon-fodder, has won their last three 
meetings. 

So Seles has timed her run to perfection but ha* a. 
mature appreciation of the pitfalls. ‘After being 
number one for as long as Steffi. I might get tired 


7 see some girls of my age 
able to do 40 press-ups* I \ 
can only do two and I*tn 
supposed to be a big 
sportswoman* 


too. There are so many people you have to deal with. 
Journalists camped outside my home last month 
trying to get pictures. Everyone wants a piece of 
you. But I guess it’s not like being a big rock star 
like Madonna. So if s bad but happy at the same 
lime.” 

Still coached by her cartoonist father Karoly and 
student brother Zoltan, which seems to defy every 
law of sports professionalism, Seles is blithely 
clear-eyed about her ambitions 

‘T don’t want to do a Wiiander” (who became 
number one in 1988 but not so you’d notice, for his 
decline was swift and conclusive). “I don’t want to do i 
a Lendf* (who continues to fail to win Wimbledon). 

If there is an element of default about the uprising 
of Seles, Graf has only her age, temperament and 
father Petei-’s embroilment in a paternity suit to 
blame. Sabatini has a splendid new attacking game 
but remains unburdened by a mote of intelligence, 
Capriati is only just beyond the babe stage at 14 and 
Navratilova has to contend with age, injuries and a 
much-publicised split with her long-time friend, 
Judy Nelson. 

So Seles’s dynamic progress should not be halted 
yet. Not, in fact, until the advent of boys, boredom 
and that bleak moment in the future when fame 
becomes a nuisance rather than a novelty. I 
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URINO the last of the 
one-day 
internationals 
between West Indies 
and Aiistralia. the 
grreat Vivian 
Richards was booed to the wicket, 
and when he was out for ten, 
caught at long-on, he was booed 
again. It was symptomatic of the 
pressure he and his team will be 
under through this series. 

Nothing else has ever united the 
West Indies like cricket, and there 
is now a widespread consensus 
that the time has come to discard 
some of the old school. Having 
grown accustomed to winning, 
the man in the run shop has not 
taken kindly to Australia’s 
oohclusive victory in the one-day 
series. In Guyana and Trinidad, 
two conspicuously cosmopolitan 
countries, Richards' insinuation 
of a year ago, that West Indiam 
cricket is omnipotently Aftican, 
also still rankles. He must have 
regrretted it as soon as he saw 
what he had said. 

On the field, too. West Indies for 
the moment lost the initiative. 



VIV! 



expected. At three-to-one against* 
before the series started, Australia 
were clearly outside the odds, but 
I was never sure that on good 
pitches they have the bowling to 
win it. as the Guyana Test has 
proved. The crunch is more likely 
to come in the last two Tests in 
Barbeidos in Antigua, where the 


Like Clive 
Lloyd before 
him. Richards 
has never 
been a 
particiilarly 
profound 
tactician. 

For most of the 
last 15 years, 
captaining 
West Indies 
has been a 
matter of decid¬ 
ing which fast 
bowler to fire 
off next and 
waiting 
until the opposition has no 
conceivable chance of winning 
before declaring. But that has 
changed. Against England last 
year, then in Pakistan last 
autumn, and most recently 
against Australia in Jamaica. 

West Indies have been reduced to 
hanging on. 

That first Test match of this 
present series, although 
ultimately marred by the weather, 
showed what excitements are to be 


pitches are 
bouncier. 

It is not at all 
€KXX>rding 
to their plans 
that Australia 
find themselves 
today without 
Alderman and 
Reid, the two 
bowlers who 
had most to 
do with their 
retaining the 
Ashes only a 
few weeks ago. 
Since coming to 
the Caribbean 
weeks ago, neither of them 
has made an impact. 

Alderman because he has not 
swung the ball and Reid through 
a rather mystifying lack of 
confidence as much as a shortage 
of work. If their shoes should now 
be successfully filled by 
McDermott and Whitney, one 
really might be persuaded that 
Australia b second XI could beat 
England's first. 

In a five-day match, Australia 


mmariMttUWea 
ladles like cricket 
andtkenisaows 
wUesmad 
ceasee^s dial tke 
dm has come to 
dtsemt seme ot Ue 
etdsaeet 
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Richards, Border and umpire 
Grafter discuss the weather and the 
pitch 

are going to start perhaps 50 runs 
to the good with their much more 
Hrggressive running between 
wickets. Against that, West Indies 
still have some tremendous 
cricketers in their side, and word 
that Australia are looking to 
bounce them out sounds highly 
questionable to me. 

Time was when the two sides 
would have gone into the match 
with little but spin. It was here 
that Lance Gibbs took the first 
steps towards becoming such a 
prolific taker of wickets. Yet, 
before the 2nd Test, Australia's 
intention was to play no spinner. 
When, in the last one-day 
international, the ball turned, 
they thought again. The slow 
bowling in the match will 
be entrusted, therefore, mostly to 
Matthews and Hooper, 

One wonders whether the West 
Indies' ten wicket win in the 
second Test at Georgetown has in 
reality given a fresh lease of life to 
Caribbean cricket in general and 
some of the veteren players of the 
team in particular. The question 
being asked is whether the win 
has laid low the pessimism which 
had come over the Caribbean game 
over the last few months? 

By John Woodcock, 
Georgetown 
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j F the Austi-alian cricket squad 


■ touring the Caribbean believes 
in omens, then the signs 
before the second Test at 
Bourda were not good. Even 
before the Test began, West Indies 
cricket manager Lancie Gibbs was 
in a rage • ^and he was making no 
secret of his displeasure. 

Gibbs, the former Test spinner, 
was up in arms when he 
discovered spike marks on the 
wickets before the start of the 
second Test. Outspoken as over, 
he vented his wrath on the 
Australians who had used the 
wicket for a practise session 
before the Test match As also the 


fact that, cricketers who were 


wearing Test spikes had 
w\'indered onto the playing area 
Gibbs stopped short of blaming 
the Austra.lians lV>r having 
deliberately spiked the wicket but 
did not mince his words “They 
sliould have known beltei’ than 


that" he said, “this would never 
have happened at Lords. I 
wouldn't go out ill Molboui'jie or 
Sydney wntii spikt's on. would 1? 

In other count rie^s in the world, we 
are not evtin allowed out neai' the 
wncket, let aloru’onto the wicket 
itself ’’ 

Ptuang up and down like an 
angry lieui after th(‘ damage liad 
been dis<‘r)vered Gibbs demanded 
of Ins ground.stafl, “ Aiv you 
frightened of themindicating 
that Ills employees should have 
taken a strrmger stand against tl^e 
touring cTu koters West Indies 
captian Viv Hichards, truej to 
form, refiisf'd to iet this rufne 
him. All he would say on the 
matter was that “if you worry 
about wickets, you end up 
worrying about everything else as 
well." 

Australia's sclectoi s had more 
on theii* mind than the wrath of 
Gibbs. There was much discussion 
on the matter of whetlier to drop 
Greg Matthews and bring Steve 
Waugh back instead. There was 
some speculation that the out-of 
form I lean Jones would be left out 
to make way for the senior 
Waugh. Ultimately however both 
Matthews and Jones kept their 
place and Steve Waugh was left to 
ponder how long it would be 
before he wins back the Test slot 
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Lance Gibbs was understandably 
annoyed at the Australians 
trampling all over the playing area 
with their spikes on 

he lost to his twin brother. 

As it happened. Matthews made 
a solitary run in Australia's first 
innings, Jones, a scratchy 34 Yet 
Australia's batting seemed to be 
sitting pretty on the first day, six 
down for 249. Of the much 
vaunted top three batsmen. Mark 
Taylor. David Boon and vice 









captain Geolf Marsh, Taylor had 
dtjparted for no score to Patrick 
Patterson and Boon had made 
only seven befoi*e falling- to 
Mai'shall. Marsh and Border had 
stitched the innings tog'ether, the 
opener falling' six short of what 
would have been a richly deserved 
ceintury while Boidtir ground his 
way to a gritty 47. Mark Waugh 
then played a rtjstrained innings 
in his stay of 71 m almost four 
hours trying to provide the sheet 
anchor role in the middle order 
collapse. Without too much 
support expected from the tail. 
Waugh found an ally in 
wicketkeeper Ian Healy, who got 
53 in just under three hours 
taking Australia to 348. 

Australias batsman had 
factually scored 309 but 39 
runs -the fifth highest score of 
the innings- had come from 
extras With the West Indian fast 
bowlers contributing 23 no balls, 
t he point of contention at the end 
of the First day's play was that the 
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The pace war hots 
up! Gus Logie 
(inset) bears 
testimony of the 
Aussie firepower 
while David 
Boon has his 
helmet—and his 
chin—attended to, 
courtesy 
Patterson 


West Indies had been intentionally 
slow. 

They had employed blatant time 
wasting tactics. At the end of the 
evening, Australia did not spend 
too much of time in the dressing 
room and manager Bobby 
Simpson was openly scornful of 
the West Indian tactics. 
^‘Australians have never played 
that way. I don’t think we ever 
will. If they are going to play in 










that fashion, we have to adjust our 
thinking to cope with it.” 

Yet the West Indian fast 
bowlers, with all their 
time-wasting and mid-over 
conferences had bowled extremely 
well. The batsmen had continued 
where the fast bowlers had left off 
and although Gordon Greenidge 
had gone, with only ten runs on 
the board, Desmond Haynes and 
Richie Richardson added almost 


ns . jj* w8Y> ^ 


300 runs before Australia 
managed to break the 
partnership. It was a partnership 
that decided the course of the 
entire Test match. On a slow 
wicket where the likes of 
McDermott and Hughes should 
have thrived, these two gifted 
bastmen rammed home the West 
Indian supremacy. The West 
Indies would not lose this Test 
match but would Australia save 
it? 

Haynes finished with a 111 and 
Richardson with a 182 in a shade 
under six hours. The contrast 
with Australia’s batsmen was 
amazing. Richardson had almost 
got his 200 in 344 minutes Marsh 
had got 94 in 335 minutes. There, 
in a nutshell, was the difference 
between the two batting 
approaches. 

Australia had to grab for runs 
against a hostile attack. The W'est 
Indians plundered the runs 
against an attack that was ground 
mercilessly into the dust. 
Richardson led the West Indies 
past the Australian score at a pace 
no team in modern cricket could 
hope to match The way he 
savaged the bowling, the West 
Indies had ail but wiped the first 
innings lead with eight wickets 
remaining. 

Richardson was the man of the 









Richardson was the man of the moment 


Border and Marsh stitched thd 
couldn't prevent thJ 
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lUtmKMit No lielmet for this man. 

I fo wt'ars nothinf? more 
complicated than a batter's sun 
hal. Kven hjs bat seems to be the 
sort ot tiling little West Indian 
boys use in a ^aine of beach 

t ru’ktM It Juisa wcatlier-beaten 
mr atout u. the sort of bat you will 
Hi'ver assoc'iato with a Test player 

II IS hi Id tufi'cthcr in parts with 
bits sticky tape hut he wields it 
1 1 ke K i np; A rt h u r would have 
wielded K.xcalibur 

That naslung’ blade g*ot 26 
boundaries and 2 sixes before 
Meneriiioii quenched the 
rampage It is inUM*esting to note. 


in rcti'ospect, that after the first 
Test, the Australians had 
reckoned they could get 
Richardson out cheaply in the 
gully. Richardson heard of the 
theory and stubbornly backed 
himself to make runs That he did 
make runs was not surprising but 
the manner in which he plundered 
them will leave the Australian 
bowlers with the type of thing 
nightmares are made of. 

Allan Bordei- has been playing 
Test cricket for the last 13 years, 
yet he shook his head in 
amazement as he said, “That was 
one of the best Test innings I have 


ever seen. He didn’t let up for a 
moment from when he went to the 
wicket at 1 for 10 and his innings 
alone got the West Indies into a 
position of strength. It was an 
absolute classic, a blinder of an 
innings and we won’t see too 
many of those around. What was 
disappointing was that Geoff 
Marsh and myself and the top 
three batsmen really had to 
struggle for runs, and then 
Richardson came along to belt us 
all over the park and wipe us off 
the board.” 

Yet it was Border who took five 
wickets, including four for no 
















stralian Inninga together, but 
»ntual defeat 

runs off nine deliveries, who 
cleaned up the West Indian tail. 
Annoyed that he had not bowled 
earlier, Border said, betraying a 
trace of exasperation “They made 
9-532 and I took 5 51; it looks 
ridiculous. I’m really annoyed I 
didn’t bowl myself earlier. I 
probably should have more faith 
in my own bowling, but hindsight 
is a wonderful thing. Maybe I have 
negative thoughts about my own 
bowling because when 1 play 
grade cricket or Shield cricket and 
I bring myself on to bowl, I get 
pogoed everywhere. 

But nothing could save 


Craig McDermott’s plight typifies the way Australia’s batting 
performed in this Test 
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Australia as the tourists slumped 
to a ten-wicket defeat, the 
frontline batsmen collapsing* and 
Dean Jones becoming the victim 
(see accompanying sUn’y) of a 
curious umpiring decision, Siiici* 
defeating the West Indies at 
Sydney in January 19B9, the 
Australians have lost only tv,^o out 
of 22 Tests, and the 
disappointment showed clearly on 
Border’s face. “We know we can 
bat better than we did here and we 
certainly can bowl a lot, lot better 
We’ll fight back if we are a good 
team and we think we are 


David McMahon, Melbourne, with 
William Rhodes in Georgetown 


The Dean Jones dismissal controversy. 


a B a 


Did Hie Umpire 
Desenre Hie 
Hangman’s Noose? 


■ HE main talking point of the 
second Test between the West 
Indies and Australia at 
Georgetow'ij should have 
been the inspirational batting 
performance of Richie 
Richardson, instead, and sadly for 
Test cricket, the heroics of 
Hicha rdson was overshadowed by 
tht‘ controversial second innings 
dismissal of Dean Jones. 

Jones, struggling for form, was 
run out for 3 in bizzarc 
cii'caiinstances, as Australia 
ftnighi for survival. Jones was 
bowled by a no ball from Courtney 
Walsh, after he failed to hear the 
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no ball call from the umpire Ceane 
Cumberbatch; nor did he see the 
no ball signal by the umpire. 
Thinking he had been bowled by a 
legitimate delivery Jones removed 
his gloves, strung his bat under 
his arm and headed towards the 
pavilion. 

The ball was only a few metres 
from the stump and the man who 
had summed up the situation and 
the laws of cricket the quickest 
was Carl Hooper. A number of his 
teammates had still not realised 
what happened when he sprinted 
forward, grabbed the stump out of 
ground with the ball held in his 
hand. 


his prerogative. Accoixiing to the 
laws of cricket, no batsman can be 
given out in such a situation, 
unless he had attempted a run. 
Jones had not attempted a run, 
and therefore could not have been 
given out. 

‘It was silly cricket all round 
said a disappointed Allan Border. 
The Australian coach Bobby 
Simpson, angry at the decision 
approached the umpires in the 
next break of play and asked for 
an explanation, but came away 
with the observation that both 
umpires were ‘embarrassed and 
upset’. 

Simpson questioned not just the 
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Jones had bo(;n aJertod by a 
shout from Border at the 
non-striker s end and luid 
sprinted back to the crease with 
his bat outst retchea Hooper had 
beaten him by the barest of 
margin a.nd the fu'‘]ders had gone 
up in a unanimous appeal. 

Jones, still bewildered at the 
rapid turn of events wa.s judged 
out and the reaction ©f the West 
Indian fans at the members’ stand 
was to jeer Viv Richards and the 
umpire. Umpire Cumbei’batch 
later admitted he had made an 
error in giving Jones out, yet once 
the dismissal had gone into the 
score book, it could not be 
reversed. 

Richards had had his chance to 
recall Jones, yet chose to ignore 


Alvin Kallicharran was recalled 
to bat in 1974 after being 
dismissed in controversial 
circumstances 

decision but spirit in winch 
the run out had been made by the 
fielder “Tlii.s can t be in tiie^ spi i*it 
of the game and it’s annoying that 
such 1 thing should happen, 
because the umpires don't know 
the rules and captain did not sco it 
fit to call the batsman back ” 

Richards defended himself in no 
uncertain terms "T didn't see the 
incicent, I was too tmsy 
1 celebrating with the crowd When 
I turned around, 1 thought it was 
a leg’.timate dismissal. 1 didn’t 
know the rule until tea. when 
everyone else was talking about 
it.’’ 


Former Australian skipper 
Richie Benaud called it “the most 
astonishing umpiring decision 
imaginable" 

Benaud pointed out a 
remarkable parallel in history 
which had favoured the West 
Indies in 1974 "Jones could not be 
recalled once Mark Waugh, the 
next man in. had fac;ed his first 
delivery. This had been the case 
when Alvin Kallicharran was run 
out by Tony Greig at Port-of-Spain 
in February 1974 After the last 
ball of the second day 
Kallicharran walked off at close of 
play, but Greig broke the stumps 
down. However, Kallicharran was 
lecallcd the next iiorning, because 
iiootiier batsman had taken his 
place at the (;rease 

Border made no public protesi. 
against the umpire "1 f it was one 
of their players and they had 
started to walk off the ground, v'e 
would have probably done exactly 
the same. 

Asked if he had any objec:i ion Uy 
Cumberbatch standing in the 
tlurdTest, Bcjrdcr replied, "No 
Does every umpire know all the 
rules I don't know They should, 1 
suppose. But 1 was ignor‘ant ot the 
rules as well and I have been 
playing longer than they have 
been umpiring " 

West Indian fans at the ground 
made it a pioint l.o display thf‘ir 
anger the next day. Al the ground 
they strung up a hangman's 
ncK)se and ‘hanged t ho effigy of an 
umpire in white hat. white coat 
and black trousers 

Hut the last word in the iiicadont 
must go not to a rrjcketor, not to 
an um))ire, but loan Austrliau 
journahst No one had 

icjjiefl th(’ fletasiun by 
CiiTnbeT’V)atc‘h until a rt^porter 
from the Austrahan Associated 
f^ress t.o(; k a copy of 

the law^s of the game to the 
Austi a 1 lans after the 

dismi.ssal Uj point out tliat Jones 
iiad been unfairly dismissed. 

Border, now ihal. the 
di.sappoiiuineni had gone, could 
see t ht‘ funny side of the situation 
"Why didn’t you yell out and tell 
us wJiat w’^as happening?" he 
demanded, screaming. 

David McMahon 
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OOR Graeme Hick. 

Just after he has 
spent the best part of 
his adult life 
qualifying to play for 
the country of his 
adoption, it appears 
that the wait may 

VIEWPOINT have been wasted. 

- The ICXI has hinted at 

the p)ossibility of 
South Africa being 
invited for the Barcelona Olympics next year. 

David Frith, renowned editor of Wisden Cricket 
Monthly, has ventured to suggest that Pakistan’s 
tour structure of England in 1992 could be 
squeezed to just about slip in a test match against 
South Africa. Amazing. A year ago, before they 
released Mandela, who would have thougjit of it? 

Th(j increriiblo reality is not that South Africa was 
barred i'rom Test cricket in 1970, but that it took the 
better part ol’ a century for it to be done Despite 
legalised racism very niucli in evidence, no 
Austrahaii or English Cricket Board suggested that 
they should not tour South Africa. Not a whisper 
about equal playing opportunities for the coloureds, 
not t?ven the faintest curiosity about why South 
African sides contained only whiles despite 


D avid Fritkedltor of Wisden 
Cricket Monthly, has 
ventured to suggest that 
Pakistan's tour structure to 
England in 1992 could be 
squeezed to just about slip in a 
Test match against South 
Africa 


coloured and blacks comprising 88 per cent of the 
population 

I'o top it. the MCU c ontinued to indulge in its own 
brand of feudalism by persisting with its Gentlemen 
vs Players fixtures up to 1961, separating cricketers 
on the basis of income. What's new. it discrimmates 
unto this vei'y day: women are not allowed into the 
hallowed’ precincts of the Long Room, though 
embarrassed adjustments are made for a certain 
Elizabeth JI whenever she decides to waUJh a Test at 
Lord's 

But back to apartlieid. I quote from ‘ArJott in 
Conversation with B/’eai’iey'and it is the veteran 
broadcaster who says that he wtis “desperaUdy 
shock(>d by wTiat 1 saw' there I never dreamt tliat 
these things went on(Arlott incidentally was 34 at 
that time )l had heard lip-service paid to the 
awfulness, but you see this was just the time when 
the flr^Jtt nationalist government of Dcx:tor Malan 


BACK IN HE 
FOm AGAIN? 













was returned, and 1 saw and heard some quite 
terrible things about what happened to ordinary 
blank people. 1 didn’t know what to do. I still haven’t 
really done much about it. I haven’t done as much as 
I ought to have done ” 

Arlott continues to toll the story of how ‘out of the 
blue' he got this letter from a young man, 
‘beautifully written in green ink, terribly courteous, 
saying how much he loved cricket and how much he 
would like to learn to qualify to be a coach in 
Kngland so that he could go back to South Africa 



and teach his own people. I thought 1 never heard of 
anything much more hopeless, really. There was 
such charm in the letters, and I went on replying to 
them to see what we could work out ’ 

Ai lott also began to get curious. He began asking 
for the player's statistics The letter came in: 286 
witli quite a number of sixes. Add figures of 6 for 
10 Wlien Ariott showed the letter around, club 
olTicials in England shook their head, they said it 
must, have been a plumb batting track: when Arlott 
pointed out tJie bowling analysis, they’d cut him 
short with Teri’ible wicket or bad batting side,’ No 
side wanted to touch an unknown coloured from 
South Africa. 

Until Arlott relates he got a call from a club called 
Middleton, saying that Gilchrist had been sacked, 
Wes Hall had let them down at the last instant and 
could they have this Mister Anonymous come down 
from South Africa to play a season in the leagues - 
at terribly low wages, but what the hell?!” 

C'ourtesy a public subscription, the young man 
migrated Ovei‘ to Arlott: “He made a terrible start, 
poor kid. couldn't get a run for a month. He had 
never seen those slow, sodden, muddy, wickets. 

'I'lion all of a sudden everything came good for him 
at the end of May He actually finished with moi*{> 
runs than Garfield Sobers in his first season. And I 
mean, if you had seen, I almost wept, his amazement 
at Hitting down to eat with white people in the 
dining car of the tram and at the airport and so on. 
Yet he kept utter and absolute dignity and good 
nature, and 1 think, through all the troubles, 
probably behaved better than anyone else. ..he never 
made a fool of himself, which would have been so 
easy 

The uncomfortable young man who would have 
tw^en wasted in South Africa, wont on to play 44 
Tests for England—Basil d’Oliveira. 

A rlott's i mportant footnote "... he gave hope to h is 
own people, millions of them. It isn't goingto 
happen to them, but they knew there was hope. It 
was possible, if not for them, for their children, or 
their children’s chiidivn, and this was the important 
thing about his coming here To prove that bondage 
was not inevitable." 

If Basil d' Oliveira had been a just about average 
club or county cricketer who knows, wc might still 
have had South Africa playing Test cricket It’s an 
intei'estmg story of how in that suinnKM' of 1968 this 
quietly dignified man played oiu.* of the most 
controversiiil roles a singlt* cricketer has played in 
tile Instory of the sport 

He was third on the list of reserves for tlie Oval 
Test against Australia and almost certain to sit out 
for the game Quite unexpiectedly luiwever. Tom 
Cartwright failed a fitness test, tlie next alternative 
BaiT.v Knight confessed HO per ijoiil fitness and 
opening batsman Roger Pndeaux went cTown with a 
virus infection (Captain Colin Cowdi’oy immediately 
shiifllefi the batting order, Colin Milburn would 
open and in his place was drafted d’ Oliveira. 

■‘The next two days," wrote Cowdrey later, 
"brought one of the most significant innings in 







modern cricket.” Milburii went for 8, Dexter for 21 
and Cowdrey for 16. An hour before the close 
walked in d’ Oliveira, .“an utterly.calni figure, 
betraying none of the huge tension there must have 
been within him." If he failed, d'Oliveira would slip 
back into the shadows; if he pulled it off, there was 
the incentive of being* selected that winter as a 
member t)f the MCC side to tour - irony of 
ironies South Africa. 

Let Cowdrey tell the story; “He (d’Oliveira) began 
slowly and rather tentatively. Quite often, with his 
shoi't back-lift and staccatt.o style, he can look like a 
novice in tlie early moments of an innings But it is 
misleading. Tins day he was lucky to be dropped at 


31, but thereafter he playcd a superb innings, full of 
attacking shots and commanding presence. The 
next day, batting as if this was a mission utterly 
divorced from a Test match, he dominated the scene. 
The slow wicket suited him perfectly and he took his 
personal score to 158 before he was at last out. He 
returned to the pavilion to a standing, emotional 
ovation. Public opinion was convinced that the die 
was now cast. d’Oliveira, they maintained wa.s now a 
certainly for South Africa.” 

d’Oliveira was dropped. But once again, destiny 
got its act going. Cartwright, selected as one of the 
principal seamers, reported unfit. With a place 
vacant yet again the selectors pencilled d’Oliveira in. 








The process of selection took 10 minutes. The draft 
of the press statementfour hours. 

Almost around the same time, thousands of miles 
away in Bloemfontein, the very stronghold of the 
Afrikaaners. Dr Ian Vorster the South African 
Prime Minister, took one look at the list of MCC 
players and mercilessly tore into the English 
administration. And yes, cancelled the tour. 

d’Oliveira? The man who had figured out exactly 
what sort of social function he would attend in 
South Africa and which he would avoid; t.he man 
who had confessed that certain people would be 
waiting to have a go at him, waiting to get him 
involved in some incident or the other; the cricketer 
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Basil D’CMiveira - tviiH 
his ^'ifeNaoiiii and^oij. 
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who was undo'r no illusions that lie was going to be 
watchf.'d every minute ol the tour to make just one 
false step, he was awfully remorse at having aborted 
tlie tnur for his cxmntry "I m terribly sorry that 1 
should be the cause of you and tla? lads missing the 
tour.” ho told his captain 

In 1970, the return tour to England was cancelled 
and South Airica consigned to the purdah of 
international cricket Twenty-two years later if 
Enth s vision erf a Test between South Africa, and 
England at Lord's does become a reality, I wonder if 
the TCCB will have the sense of the historic to ask a. 
certain Basil Ijcwis d’Ohveira to give? o\it the Man of 
the Match award If destiny is ! he perfect 
matchmaker then ii could bo Graeme? Hick receiving 
it, who knows! • 
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F ew passages in sport 
anticipate with such 
exacitness the fizz and 
expectation of 
spring-time as a 7-a-side 
rugby union. 

TJie swirl and clamour 
of the Sevens season is 
well under way already. 
The National Schools’ 
Championships were 
rejcently fought out in 
London, and friends had 
been staggering-, 
«atisfi(?d, back to 
Heathr-ow, proudly 
displaying their bruises 
and clinking their 
duty-frees, after tlie 
grandest and most 
exotic tournament of 
thfMii all, Cathay 
Pacific’s truly 
international fiesta, the 
i-Jong Kong Sevens 
April is a frantic 


month for 
seven-a-siders. 
Everybody’s at it—-from 
north of the border at 
the oldest tournament of 
them all at Meli-oae 
(April 13Uo Camborne’s 
great Cilrnival in the 
south (May 4) The 
women's HFU sevens are 
held at Clifton on May 3. 
and the curtain is 

rung down with the 
Middlesex 7s at 
Twickenham a wot'k 
after that. Only then will 
a nigger bloke turn 
his -or hei-—attention 
to tennis and<inckct and 
summer 

It IS an ancient game 
Melrose staged the lii sl 
ever knockout 
tournament way bac k in 
the mists, in 1883. to 
I'aise funds for a new 
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club lK)use The KI-'U 
itsciriiad only been 
tfiundod adoz<?n years, 
but London gut i*ather 
sniffy about Hoi‘ders’ 
upstai'ts altering their 
game and put a veto on 
any J^inglish club taking 
part 

Tiny wer e ignored by 
England s northern 
clubs, and by the tune 
thf' fu st War ended, no 
end of English clubs 
w(M‘c enjoying their 
end-of season frolics 

In 1935, Twickenham 
i’olent(*d- as they 
usually have to in the 
(*nd and a group of 
Middlesex RFTJ 
commilU*e members 
gathcjred after a day’s 
work in the City at t he 
Old Cock Tavern in Fleet 
St.rf‘ct and resolved to 
organise a Sevens 
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tournament at 
Twickenham for 
hospital charities. The 
celebrated Middlesex 7s 
was born. 

Compared with its 
1 S-a-side parent - -the 
f?ame is played on a full 
sized pitch ” the team's 
seven players must ^3j*o at 
one heck of a lick 
throughout for the two 
halves of seven minutes. 
It makes for 



voluptuously 
spectacula r 
rugby—though the 
players would change 
those words to 
“retchingiy 
knackering" 

This spring 
represents one of my 
own most cherished 
anniversaries as a pale 
pencil-pushing loiterer 
on the fringes of 
big-time sport. In 1966, 


25 years ago, I was sent 
to cover the great 
national schools’ Sevens 
jamboree, organised by 
Rosslyn Park at the end 
of each Easter term for 
over half a century now. 

Millfield School won a 
famous final, inspired, 
by a barreling, bullish 
lit tie mudlark of a 
captain. At the final 
whistle, I asked him his 
name “Edward’M 


thought he said. Edward 
who, I asked*^ “No, sir, 
Edwards with an *s\ sir. 
My first name’s ‘Gareth’, 
sir”. 

Well, how many men 
in the history of the 
world can claim to have 
been addressed as “Sir” 
three times in the same 
breath by the immortal 
Mr Edwards? I can: 
thanks to resplendent, 
super Sevens. • 
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ANALYSIS 



V ....™.. 

ANAND's draw m the 
C’and idal.es' C'hess ■ 
quarter fiiiaJs 
reminds (mo of tlio old 
nows -bad news 
jokes The gfood news is that his 
opponent is in the worst form of 
his life and Ick iking* very 
vuln(»rable 7''he bad news is that 
his adversary is Anatoly Karpov 


Anatoly Karpov lost 
five times at Linares, 
more games than he 
is expected to lose 
annually. He also 
went into time 
pressure in all his 
games, especially 
ominous for anyone 
preparing to meet 
Anand 


Viswanathan Anand Is no 
Mutant Ninja Turtle like 
Donatello (below). But the speed 
with which he can rattle off 
nis moves could make 
even a Ninja pau8e...and Karpov 
(right) knows that 



The old ordor in the chess world I 


IS clearly changing* after the 
Linares tonriianient last month. 
The Spanish Super tourney saw 
several firsts. For tlie first time in 
nine years Kasparov failed to take 
fii'st pla<;e (or at least share it). For 
the first t line in his long and 
distinginslied career starting 
1967, Karpov tmdod up broke on 
payday And for the first time, 
Vassily Ivanchuk controlled his 









fragile temperament and won 
ahead of the two Ks. El Hindu 
Gran Maestro—as the locals called 
Anand—started with a bang, and 
ended respectably. The world’s 
highest rated vegetarian, beat 
Karpov and drew with Kasparov 
in the process of taking 7th place. 
That was good Pfoing for a debut at 
this level in a meet where he was 


seeded ninth. The win against 
Karpov came when the former 
world champion blundered in time 
trouble, showing that Anand's 
rapid fire methods could upset 
even the best. Kasparov offered 
the draw when he realised he was 
drifting into severe time pressure 
himself. 

Anatoly Karpov lost five times 








Gureyvich’s reasons for toppling 
Karpov are purely personal and 
PQlitlcal 


There is a good 
chance that the 
match will be in 
Calcutta, where 
Anand would also 
enjoy home 
advantages and 
enormous crowd 
support. Calcutta has 
put in a bid offering 
100,000 Swdss Francs 
(Approx. Rs 14 lakhs) 
prize money for the 
match which is 
scheduled for August 




Viswanathan Anand has drawn to meet 
Anatoly Karpov in the Candidates’ 
quarter finals. Jaded, but no pushover, 
Karpov may be 
a tough nut to crack. 
Devangshu Dutta studies 
the two rivals 















at Linares, more games than he is 
expected to lose annually. He also 
went into time pressure m all his 
games, especially ominous lor 
anyone preparing to meet Anand. 

Is time finally catching up with 
40-year-Old “Tolya”? Has the 
edge gone from his ambition after 
losing the bitterly contested world 
title match? Perhaps he no longer 
believes he can tal^e Kasparov and 
the motivation to work his way 
through the gruelling qualifiers 
is no longer there. 

Perhaps not- but there are 
three young men who genuinely 
believe they will be the challenger 
in ’93 They have implicit faith in 
their ability to beat anyone. Two 
are Ivanchuk and Boris Gelfand. 
The third is Anand. 

Anand 8 attitude to his pairing 
with Karpov is. sooner or later he 
must meet and beat Karpov if he is 
to meet and beat Kaspai*ov 
subsequently. Sooner, rather than 
later, is his pragmatic attitude. 

Actually. Anand has several 
other factors going for him 
besides Karpov’s bad form and 
increasing propensity to time 
trouble. It will be a short match 
and tiebreak games, if any, will be 
played at a 60 moves in 45 
minutes control—j ust Anand’s 

So " 



Vassily Ivanchuk (left) faces 
Korchnoi: If there is anyone who 
can usurp the crown, It’s him 

forte. Karpov may find it difficult 
to get into the groove and recover 
if he does suffer an early defeat. 

There is a good chance that the 
match will be in Calcutta, where 
Anand would also enjoy home 
advantages and enormous crowd 
support. Calcutta has put in a bid 
offering 100.000 Swiss francs 
(Approx Rs 14 lakhs) prize money 
for the match which is scheduled 
for August Finally we come to 
seconds and there too Anand has 
done well, paradoxically because 
he is meeting Karpov. Mikhail 
Gureyvich. who is actually higher 
rated than the Madras GM 
himself, htis agreed to help him 
out for ideological reasons. 

Gureyvich is a Soviet defector, a 
Jew who has migrated to 
Belgium. The .31-year-old 
Kharkov native is not just 
anti-communist, he is specifically 
anti-Karpov as well A lot of 
Jewish chess players in the Soviet 
Union feel Karpov is anli-seniitic 
in addition to being a communist 
deputy and upholder of the 
system. 

It’s a tragicomic situation 
Gureyvich was looking set to win 
the inter zonals when Anand 
knocked him out of the cycle with 
a sensational penultimate round 
defeat. Now Gureyvich hopes 
Anand will fight a proxy war and 
beat Karpov on his behalf. Ho can 
be trusted to produce h^gh quality 
analysis to help his principal 

Karpov will be relying on his 
long time trainer GM Zaitsev and 
ex-candidate Lev Polugaevsky. 
They will presumably work out 
some game plan for him to adapt 
to Anand s incredible speed and 
snuff out the Indian challenge. 
But it may not be easy because no 
one else plays that quick and that 
good, so training matches are 
difficult to set up. 

Sure Karpov will be the 
overwhelming favourite’ but 
maybe we could see a major 
sporting upset. Sure Karpov has 
never lost a match to anyone 
except Kasparov that there has to 
be a first time. And we may just 
see an Indian in the semi finals for 
the “times they are a changing” • 





QUESTIONS 


1 Which 
. cricketer is 
nicknamed ‘Clint 
Eastwood*^ 


2 Whose 

autobiography 
is titled, "The sun 
has got its hat on**? 

3 Three English 
. Teat grounds 
have also been the 
venue of 
international 
soccer matches 
Which are they? 

4 How many 
. Test wickets, 
did Geoi’f Boycott 
take in his career? 


5 Arthur Conan 
. Doyle wrote 
only one cricketing 
story. Name the 
stfiry 

6 Who wrote, 

. “The person 
who invented 
cricket is greater 
than the one who 
wrote Hamlet."? 

7 Jim Laker 
.bagged 19 
Australian wickets 
in the Old Trafford 
Test during the 
1956 Ashes series. 
Who took the only 
remaining wicket? 

8 Who is the 
. author of, ‘Sort 
of a Cricket 
Person ’? 


★ WIN RS. 300! 

If your quiz is selected. 

(1) All entries must be neatly 
typed. 

(2) The maximum number of 
questions is 50. 

13) Quizzes on specific sporting 
topics will be given preference, 
that is, each quiz should deal with 
one particular aspect of sport. 

(4) Questions which have already 
appeared in the col umn will be 
discounted immediately. 

(5) Send in your entries with full 
name and address to; 

Sportsworld Readers'Quiz 

6, Prafulla Sarkai' Street 
Calcutta-700 001 

(6) As we can only publish 52 
quizzes annually. The best will be 
chosen. The Editor’s choice is 
final. 


ANSWERS 


1. Peter Willey 

2. Derek Randall 

3. Oval, Trent Bridge and Bramall Lane 

4. Seven 

5. The story of Spedegue’s Dropper 
6 Sir James Barrie 

7. Tony Lock 
8 E W. Swanion 

9. Jack Hobbs 

10. A fast under-arm delivery which travels just 
above ground level 

11. France 

12. For the senes between India and Pakistan 

13. At Indore in India, where a 60 ft high concrete 
bat was erected In 1971 to mark India’s victory 
over England and West Indies 

14. A move that interrupts an apparently forced 
sequence 

15. Attack on two pieces ori the same line. When 
the front piece moves away the second piece is 
captured 

THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILEO BY: 
S.B. SABKAR 
C/0 EASTERN INDIA 
TEXTILE MILLS’ ASSOCIATION 
2. CHURCH LANE, 

CALCUHA 780 001 

All answcrrs sent in by the contributor 


9 About whom 
• did Herbert 
Sutcliffe, say, “1 
can say this 
without any doubt 
that he was the 
most brilliant 
exponent of all time 
and quite the best 
batsman of any 
generation on all 
types of wickets. ” 

•4 ^ In cricket. 
X vJ . what is ^ 
‘Daisy cutter’? 

1 M The only 
X .timecricket 
was played in the 
Olympic Games 
was in 1900 when 
Great Britain won 
the championship 
beating the only 
other entrant. 
Whom did they 
beat? 

H ^ For which 
X ^ • cricket 
series is the A.S. 
DeMello Trophy 
awarded? 

•4 o Where 
X O . would one 
find a ‘Concrete 
Bat’? 

-4 A In chess. 

X ^ . what is a 
‘Zwischenzug’? 

•4 pr In chess 
X O . jargon 
what is meant by a 
skewer? 








Hn'lSHEK John Lowe is 
becoming- something- of a 
One Day Special ist He 
rode tlie Bombay season 
with g-roa.t success before 
Hying back to England in the 
last week of February ’91 Si nee 
then he has made two “flying 


visits'’ to the Mahalaxmi 
Ihicecourso literally just for a 
day and on both those days he 
delivered the goods. In the 
second week of March he rode 
Ponta Delgado to victory in the 
richest race of the year, The 
Poonawalla Breeders' Million. 


This (1991) was the 
most valuable 
Leger on record, 
with the winner 
earning over Rs 
8,14,000 in stake 
money. The winner 
Majestic Eagle was 
the first got-abroad 
filly of the nineties 
to win the race. She 
clocked—2min 
57.7sec—^the 
fastest Leger time 
ever, but more than 
that the record that 
had stood for 34 
years had been 
broken 
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Majestic Eagle (John 
Lowe astride) finishes 
the McDowell Indian 
St. Leger (2,800m), at 
the Mahalaxmi race 
course 









Thi’ee weeks later, Lowe was 
back, this time soaring* to even 
gi’eater heights as he steered a 
got-abroad filly, Majestic 
Eagle, trained by Uttam Singh 
to a record breaking victory in 
the McDowell Indian St. Leger. 

Run over a gruelling 
distance of 2800 metres, the 
Leger was returning to 
Bombay after a lapse of over 
two decades. Held in Pune in 
the month of October until 
1990, Messrs. McDowell & Co 
Ltd did lend their name to it 
last year, but the support they 
extended to the Leger this time 
made it one of the richest 
Classics in tlie land. A race 
worth winning in whatever 
way you looked at it 

Just how well received their 
support turned out to be, was 
seen when nine colts and two 
fillies lined up to face the 
starter The largest field in over 
a decade 

Intac.t, the 1991 Leger ended 
up having a host of fir sts to its 
credit For starters it was the 
most valuable Leger on record, 
with the winner earning over 
Rs 8,14,000 in stake money. 
The winner, Ma.jestic Eagle was 
the first got-abroad filly of the 
ninetu\s to win the race The 
time she cloc;ked - 2 min ^ 1.7 
sec —was the tastest Leger 


time ever, but more than that it 
was a record for 2800 metres. 

A record that had stood for 
over 34 years, to the credit of 
one of the legends of Indian 
racing—Rock of Gibraltar 
Majestic Eagle erased his 
record by 0.1 seconds, the only 
difference being that Rock had 
shouldered 7 kg more on his 
back when posting that time. 

I^ast but by no means the 
least, the victory gave part 
owner Mr J.P Goenka, the man 
in whose silks she raced, his 
fourth Ijeger triumph. Only 
last, year he had won the Leger 
witn Classic Story and in the 
years before tfiat with Almanac 
and Mayapari.all olwhom 
sported his pink and white 
quarters. 

Razoi* Sharp, the first to 
show out as the field of 11 
bi'oke from the gates, set a 
blistt?ring pace, immediately 
Majestic Eagle with John Lowe 
astride was loving every incih of 
it. She settled beautifully and 
was always travelling easily in 
fourth place just behind Le Gris 
(]!>ieval. The t wo fancied “Stars” 
in the race- Stai- Contender 
and Star Fire Boy - were close 
to the rear of the field most of 
the way. but the former did 
move up and essay some sort of 
a challenge in the straight and. 



I eventually finished second. 

Just before the turn, I^e Gris 
Cheval did manage to get into 
the lead, but the moment they 
straightened up for the final 
run there was just one horse in 
the race—Majestic Eagle. 

The bay daughter of Tender 
King out of a Nijinsky mare 
named Marinsky, bred at the 
Pratap Stud and Agricultural 
strode away in splendid 
solitude and Lowe was virtually 
easing up in the last furlong or 
so Star Contender, with Robin 
Corner up, came second 
producing a gallant run, 
having travelled all the way 
from Madras. Stingray plodfled 
on to be third and was finishing 
the fastest at the close, whi-c 
Copper Crown hung on to 
fourth place 

Trainer Uttam Singh had 
thus shown yet again that with 
fillies he was still the number 
one. What ci remarkable job he 
had done with Majestic Eagle, 

He had nursed her all the way 
with his ultimate sights fixed 
on the Leger-and when Uttam 
sets his sights on something, 
he rarely misses. Majestic 
Eagle had never* performed 
better' and proved her mentor 
right with her most authoritative 
victoi’y yet, and that too 
with a record timing 0 


McDowell Indian St. Leger 


MAJESTIC 
SOARS THE 
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The Indian 
contingent for the 
Special Olympics 
gears up for their 
showdown with the 
world’s best sporting 
talent among the 
mentally retarded 


1 


EVENT 


A MAJOR international sporting 
event is going to take place in 
t>arely three months—and not 
many of us are aware of it, as yet. 
Perhaps because the event is not 
glamorous. Or perhaps because it does 
not involve stars. But when the Special 






Refusing to let their 
mental handicap slow 
them down are these 
athletes (far left, left and 
right) while others enjoy 
a taste of victory on the 
medal podium (above) 



Olympics gets underway at Minneapolis, 
U.S.A. this July, around 6500 
patlicipants from 101 countries will be 
displaying more grit, more talent than 
their superstar counterparts. You see, 
they are all mentally retarded. 

At a rough estimate, there are 300 
million mentally retarded people in the 
world, amounting to about 5-6% of the 
world’s total population. It is the single 
largest disabled group. And when they 
«at together for their Olympics, it has to 
tie a ‘spiecial’ event. 

In preparation for this Special 
Olympics, the first Indian National 
Games for Mentally Retarded athletes 
was held in Madras last January. From 
the 2000 athletes who took part, 100 
gold-medallist 'special' athletes are 
undergoing a three-week training camp 
at the SAI Premises in Bangalore. Of 
these. 35 would be chosen to represent 
the country in mainly four 
disciplines—^namely football, athletics, 


At a rough 
estimate, there 
are 300 milli on 
mentally 
retarded 
people in the 
world...and 
when they get 
together for 
their 

Olympics, it 
has to be a 
‘special’ event 


swimming and basketball. While football 
is for the boys, basketball is exclusively 
foi' girls. 

Since the previous Special 
Olympics—^held in USA, 1987—saw the 
16-lndian athletes, mainly from Bombay 
and Maharashtra, bring home a rich haul 
of 4 golds. 6 silver and 8 bronze medals, 
there is special interest in the 
preparation for this event. According to 
the Director. Spl Games Mr Vijay Kant, 
the preparation this time has been good 
with the help of sponsors and the 
infrastructure of NIS. Birla 3M, the 
co-sponsors for this Special Olympics 
programme in India, are even organising 
an awarenesB-cum-fund raising scheme 
to enable the safe passage of these eager 
‘special’ athletes. 

Having been long starved of an 
Olympic medal, let us hope these gutsy 
athletes can bring Olympic honour to our 
country. The ‘Special’ tag only makes the 
achievement more special. # 






"No more 
Nationals for 
me. I don't 
want to block 
a youngster's 
chances. I 
intend to play 
for my 
company 
only"— 
Romeo 
James. 


F or a man whose promising international career bame to an abrupt end 
he does not show any rancour outwardly but the hurt still 
llngers.The anger is not against the action—in his case a ban from 
international hockey for five years—but is against the Indian hockey 
Federation (IHP) which, he feels, did precious little to fight his case 
with the International Hockey Federation (IHF). 

Romeo James has a point to make against the federation. The ex-India 
goalkeeper, who is 32 now, feels the IPIF’s action of allowing him and 
compatriot Rajinder Singh to stew in their own juice put finis to their 
international career in ’85 itself. He feels the ban could have been reduced to a 
year at the most had the IHF presented the players* case in a proper manner and 
this, more than anything else, hurts him most. 

The Incident which led to the ban is still fresh in his mind though he says *‘let 
it be buried.*’ It happened during the Asia Cup final against arch-rivals Pakistan 
at Dhaka. It was a rousing match, spoilt by Japanese umpire Ueta’s decision to 
award a goal to Pakistan even though their forward Kalimullah had tapped the 
ball into the goal from handshaking distance, a tennis-like shot with a stick 
raised high above the head. Some of the Indian players disputed the goal and 
surrounded the umpire to try and force him to reverse the decision. In the melee 
the Japanese official was hurt and five Indian players—Mervyn Fernandes, 
Tikken Singh, Hardeep Singh. Rajinder Singh and James—were debarred for 
five years by the FIH at its sitting in Brussels four months later while skipper 
M.M. Somaiya was banned for a year 
“The ban against Tikken and Hardeep was lifted after about six months, 
Mervyn was reinstated just before the ’88 Seoul Olympics through the personal 
efforts of Mr. Prasad (The IHF president and the then director of Indian Airlines 
of which Fernandes is aj; employee), Somaiya served out his short ban period 
but we two (James and Rajinder Singh) were left in the lurch,’’ James said in 
Bombay during the Petroleum Sports Control Board hockey tournament 
recently where he turned out for hosts Bharat Petroleum’s ‘A’ team. 








Romeo 

James 

Reminisces 


All the players involved in the unsavoury 
incident later submitted written apology letters 
and handed over these to the manager and coach 
of the Indian sqpiad for forwarding the letters to 
the tournament committee. 

“What was the outcome of the apologies we don*t know,” said James, who 
made it clear that had an Indian representative been present at the FIH meeting 
at Brussels things could have been different in terms of the period of 
punishment. 

As James, who has turned out for India in 00-odd internationals from his 
debut in the 82 Champions Cup tournament at Amsterdam till the Test series 
against Pakistan in the Arabian Gulf just after the Dhaka Asia Cup, explained 
the ban on the leading six coupled with the IHF selectors’ axing of six other 
experienced men prior to the Asia Cup (including the skilful Zafar Iqbal and the 
resourceful Marcellus Gomes) put the clock back on Indian hockey. 

“From 82 tc 84 Los Angeles Games we were ranked among the top four teams 
in the world. But the sudden exit of twelve leading players weakened the team 




Airlines'Grewal tries to 
push past the then ASC 
goalie Romeo James in 
the Gold Cup in Bombay. 
The others are ASC’s 
Topno and lA’s Zafar 
Iqbal 


Playing on 
natural turf and 


playing on the 
synthetic 


different ball 


games. We 


need to play 
both the junior 
and senior 


Nationals only 
on artificial 


turfs. The 


reason given by 
the IMF 


surfaces) does 


not hold water 


as Pakistan 


have only three 
surfaces in 


comparison to 


our nine or ten. 


In fact^ we have 


to train our 


level onwards 


only on 


artificial 


pitches. 







cx>nsiderably and, as everyone knows, in modern hockey a team building 
process takes at least three to four years to succeed", James opined. 

What about the personal effect of the ban? The custodian felt that if it 
reduc^ to one or two years he could have made a comeback as a hockey 
player s career on the international scene on artificial surfaces lasts just about 
six or seven years. What rankles him even now is the fact that the IHF is yet to 
intimate him or Rajinder Singh about the lifting of the ban, not that it makes an 
iota of difference In his chances of playing for India again, as he himself admits. 

The ex-Army Services Corps short tenure offic-er, who opted out of the armed 
services in *86 before joining Bharat Petroleum in *87. spoke at length about the 
high and low points of his career. The high point was the period between *82 and 
*84 and he rates the '84 Ixis Angeles Olympics team as the best he had played 
with. 

How and towards which direction has the game changed from the 
mid-Eighties? “The game has become more speedy and power-oriented with a 
distinct decline on individual skills and stickwork”, James explains. 

James felt the present 1 ndian team needed a lot of exposure against European 
teai^ to mature by gaining valuable experience. The ex-India star termed the 
IHF’s recent decision to hold the championship on natural grass for the next 
two years as 'absurd'. 

“Playing on natural turf and playing on the synthetic variety are altogether 
different ball games. We need to play both the junior and senior Nationals only 
on artificial turfs. The reason given by the IHF (paucity of synthetic surfaces) 
does not hold water as Pakistan have only three surfaces in comparison to our 
nine or ten. In fact, we have to train our youngsters from school level onwards 
only on artificial pitches. A good player on gp'ass does not necessarily turn out 
to be good on synthetic turfs”, James said. 

Does he intend to take up coaching at the national level? “Not before nnrtthor 
seven or eight years definitely which is the time I would need to mature as a 
coach”. 
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THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 




C ONTINUING with 
the kata, swings the 
right leg out 
behind you and 
turn to the opposite side. 
Then, with the right leg 
forward, go into 
kokutsu-dachi while the 
right hand performs a 
mawashi *uki. N ow step 
forward with the left 
leg, going 45" to the left, 
and go into 
kokutsu-dachj while 
performing a lelt 
nmwHshi-uki. Then pull 
the left leg bank as you 
get ready to go into 
zenkutsu-dachi. 

By Shivail Ganguly 
Kyc»kuamnkalkan karate 

PHOIOGHAWS RAMANBHALIA 

Pull left leg back, getting 
ready to go Into 
zenkutsu-dachl 






Swing right leg behind 
you and turn other way 
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Go Irrto right 
kokutau-dachi, 
performing a 
mawaahi-uki with the 
rloht hand. Folkrw It up 
wim a atep forward to left 
at 45; performing a left 
mawaahi-ukI (Inaat) 
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noncv! 

I liese are the vital iji^redieiits ot Formula One racing , the 
sport that boasts iiiue-fi^iire salaries and budgets larj^er 
than soim; develojjin^- countries 




Ayrton Senna fliee into Monaco on hia private 
Lockheed aircraft. Blows away a few thousand 
dollars on the casino tables, drives back to his 
apartmen t in hia custom-built Mercedes Benz for a 
shower and takes off in the evenings for Rome to 
attend a concert of Luciano Pavaroti. His total bill 
for the day: over $50,000! 

To many, this may sound an enormous sum. But 
for the 30-year-old Formula One ace it is loose 
change in his pocket. Because Senna makes over 
$25 million every year and has a personal fortune 
which could make Sylvester Stallone look like a 
pauper. 

ADIES and gentlemen, welcome to the 
highstakes world of Fl racing where 
annual team spendings can, at times, 
surpass the budgets of many Third World 
countries. 

- Fast cars, fast gals and fast money are the 

three vital ingredients for this mega powerful 
billionaire boys club. As the world’s richest circus 
travels across the continents, it is nine fignire 
salaries that are touted for its leading performers. A 
description well supplemented by the fact that to 
run a two-car team for a season now costs upwards 
of 200 million dollars. 

Ken Tyrell thought he was the king of the sport 

Williams Is tapping the beer Industry 






when he announced a budget of $ l .5 million in 
1970. Today it costs that much to have two world 
class engineers in a team's outfit. McLaren Honda 
spends nearly $22 million on its all star driver 
line-up of World Champion Ayrton Senna and 
Austrian Gerhard Berger. It is estimated that Honda 
coughs up $200 million every year, a mind boggling 
amount by any standards. 

But who pays for it all? Such mega million 
budgets surely cannot be managed by teams alone, 
which at best are small, privately held companies. 
The money comes from the world’s richest 
corporations who fiercely vie with each other to cash 
in on the vast commercial bandwagon of Formula 
One. These companies range from automobile 
gria.nts and their ancillary companies to an array of 
international organisations with products as varied 
as cigarettes, cameras and casual wear. 

But why is it that so many organisations are 
pouring in so much money into this high speed 
world of FI racing? The treasons are attractive and 
plentiful. Longines, for example, has clocked sales 
of over half a million watches annually ever since it 
began displaying data and timing billboard as 
compared to the pre-Fl sales of a poor 80,000. But 
once the company took to the circuit, potential 
buyers began associating the watch with precision, 
design and quality. 

Today a cement company, a shoe and perfume 
organisation, a chain of newspapers, cigarette 


manufacturers and producers of designer clothes all 
shuck up mega bucks in order to keep their 
respective names in the public eye. Top of the line 
are Shell Oils, Goodyear Tyres and Marlboro 
cigarettes. For these sponsors, it is not just the 
media coverage which acts as a motivator. It is the 
association with a successful Grand Prix team 
which holds special excitement. “An easy way to get 
the company’s new identity seen and recognised 
around the world,” says a Renault company 
spokesman. 

For most sponsors, the results have been 
remunerative beyond their dreams. Benetton is one 
such example. When Lucianio Benetton bought the 
ailing Toleman team in 1085, he knew what he was 
aiming for. And thanks to the circuit performances. 
Benetton is one of the largest casual wear 
companies, having over 1500 stores in 45 countries 
around the world. Benetton clothes have a sleek and 
upmarket image, like his Fl team. 

The same is true of Naconial Bank of Brazil. A 
small strip on Ayrton Senna's helmet has made 
them the largest and the most reputed bank in 
South America. Goodyear, a tyre supplier for all top 
teams like McLaren, Williams and Ferrari has 
successfully incorporated the lessons from Fl into 
market share which puts everything else in the 
shade. Olivetti the typewriter company has 
developed into a major computer manufacturer, 

Rich man and his car : Alain Frost in a Ferrari 






Nelson Piquet's helmet alone attracts $ 200,000 
sponsorship 

thanks to its association with FI Racing. 

For an average man the reasoning is 
straight-forward. What is good enough for a $10 
million car, is good enough for him. But for the 
sponsors the benefits are manifold. Huge media 
coverage for a start. The season's annual television 
audience in 52 countries is a staggering 1.55 billion 
and nearly 100 million for every race. Add to this 
the millions who listen to radio coverage, read 
newspaper and magazine reports and buy special 
books about Grsmds Prix. Says Ron Dennis, the 
chief of the McLaren Honda team: “Our’s is the only 
true world championship in the field of motorsport. 
Thus it enjoys the maximum following of all kinds 
of sport.*’ 

No one, however, can match the sponsorship deals 
offered by tobacco companies and brewsters for 
whom the FI world is a high stakes baccarat. 

Banned from advertising in many countries, the 
tobacco giants desperately need high impact 
sponsorship deals. It is hardly surprising then that 
Marlboro, Camel, Gitanes, West, JPS and many 
more have their names splashed all over the mean 
machines. World champions, McLaren Honda 
support Marlboro colours at the cost of $25 million 
plus a percentage of drivers’ salary. R. J. Reynolds' 
Camel brand is widely associated with the erstwhile 
champion Lotus team. 

Credit for this sponsorship should go to the 
innovative director of Lotus, Colin Chapman. For an 
engineer. Chapman had far-sighted vision when he 
attracted an outside sponsor way back in 1968. A 
part of the deal was to have his familiar green Lotus 
painted in the company’s brand colours. And this 
pioneering company was Britain’s Imperial 
Tobacco. It began by promoting its Gold Leaf and 
John Player Special (JPS) brands, the red and gold 
livery of their Gold Leaf brand being daubed all over 
the Lotus. And with the Chapman-machinery under 
the hood and the late Jim Clark on the steering, it 
was a winning combination. 

If Imperial Tobacco started it, the monarch among 
the sponsors now is Philip Morris. A deal with 
McLaren, signed in 1974, requires McLaren to have 
their cars painted in the red-and-white colours of 
the Marlboro brand. Seventeen years hence, the 
McLaren cars still carry the name on their cars, 
albeit the price which has catapulted from $2.5 to 
$25 million. 

But this dream partnership is facing stormy 
weather with the advent of anti-smoking lobbies in 
practically every country. The new brigade of 
born-again health fanatics are bent upon 
disintegrating this sporting system which results 
in a turnover of over $5 billion along with 
half-a-million jobs. Today, international motor 
racing is bolstered by an influx of over $300 million 
annually from the tobacco companies. Ever since the 

A billionaire boys’ club, Formula One burns money 
as fast as It devours gasoline 
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Ayrton Senna and Naconiai, the name you can 
bank upon 

television media started to use restraint, tobacco 
gfiants have been facing innumerable problems. No 
wonder the slogan of ‘smoke-free-earth’ sounds like 
the chant of the Hell’s Angels to the tobacco 
companies. Many TV networks in various countries 
around the world are refusing to cover any tobacco 
sponsored sports events. 

The loss of tobacco money can sound the death 
knell for any sport, but Fl may have help coming by 
the way of brewsters. Canada’s Labatt*s Beer is one 
of the latest entrants from this field. Their 1991 Fl 
commitment is to the tune of $9 million, of which 50 
percent is going to the Didcot-based Williams team. 
Other beer manufacturers in the fray are England 
Grand Metropolitan, Molstein, Carlsberg, Huddles 
and Budweiser. But nothing compares to the 
investment of Fosters Beer who sponsor both the 
British and Australian Grands Prix. 

Today most of the world championship races are 
sponsored by companies varying from soft drinks 
producers to photo goods manufacturers. For a 
small fortune of $ 2 million an organisation can put 
its name with the race. Coca Cola sponsors the 
Italian Grand Prix while Fuji takes care of the 
Japanese Grand Prix. 

However, like other sports Formula One racing 
too is prone to the evils of money. Many small teams 
like Tyrell and Liqier find the going tough as most 
of the sponsorship is monopolised by the front 
runners. And thanks to the power of the dollar, at 
times it seems the corporations are more strong 
than the sport itself. 

Money;in fact, is such an essential factor in 
Grand Prix racing that it can even assure a driver of 
a ride if he can bring cash into the sport. Japanese 
driver Satoru Nakajima is one such example. 

Despite having accumulated only ten Grand Prix 
points, he is always assured of a Fl drive, thanks to 
the financial clout he swings in Japan. German 
Bernard Schneider, son of an industrialist is also of 
the same mould. But this is one*aspect of Fl Racing 
which FISA turns a blind eye to. 

But it is the drivers who g^t the best deal of the lot. 
The top five drivers—^Ayrton Senna, Alain Prost. 
Nelson Piquet, Nigel Mansell and Gerhard 
Berger—pick up a cool $ 100 million for their 
respective team drives alone. Mansell is said to have 
been paid $ 15 million by Williams-Renault for the 
1991 season alone. Ayrton Senna gets a bonus of $ 1 
million for every race he wins from Honda Motor 
company. Compensation perhaps for a high risk job 
where a lack of concentration for only l/lOOth of a 
second can result in a fiery death. 

Thus the perennial question in motorsporting 
circles to which no one has a convincing answer; 
What burns faster in Fl racing—cars, gasoline or 
money? 

Alison Fowler 
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Ready to rumble: 
Kriahnan, Captain 
Naresh Kumar and 
Paes 


N Jaipur, subtlety 
is a precious 
commodity. “A 
PLACE YOU’LL 
NEVER FORGET” 
bellowed the tourist 
brochures in seduction. 
And to prove the point 
we g'ave the visiting 
Indonesians a fiendish 
heat, a dust that settled 
grittily into clogged 
throats, a crowd vocally 
better suited to a village 
wrestling match, and a 
surface that reduced 
their game to junk and 
elevated ours to precious 
metal. 


'Unity in 
diversity' is 
Indonesia's 
national 
motto, but 
we're talking 
tennis here ond 
look at the mix 
we got. 
Ramesh and 
Leander. The 
stiletto 
assassin and 
the grenade 
bomber. 6.6. 
King and Eddie 
Van Halen. 
The artful 
technician and 
the toe-to-toe 
slugger 


































“■INDIA-INDONESIA— 
DAVIS CUP TIE 

ADVANTAGE 

INDjA! 

The experience of Ramesh Krishnan 
and the enthusiasm of Leander Paes 
have placed India two rounds away 
from the prestig^ious World Group. 
ROHIT BRIJNATH 
writes from Jaipur 


The Indian team, in varying dress, at the inauguration 








Boys in trouble: Bonit 
WIryawan (left) and 
Daniel Heryanto 


Hey, said the 
Indonesians, whatever 
happened to hospitality? 

Gee, said the Indians, 
you should’ve known 
this wouldn’t be no 
camel walk. 

The answer, and there 
was one, was in dance, 
but how the hell were 
the Indonesians to know 
that? Two evenings 
before the tie began, a 
typically Rajasthani 
troupe performed for the | 
tennis junkies in the I 


twilight of a muggy 
evening. 

Bhawai was a dance of 
fire (literally) and 
audacity 

(metaphorically); Cheri 
was a dance of balance 
and grace. They were 
respectively symbolic of 
the equally destructive 
though wickedly 
contrasting styles of 
Leander Paes and 
Ramesh Krishnan. 


Indonesia went 
down 1-4, 
unware that 
the Indian 
team circa 
1991 and the 
Indian team 
circa 1989 
have as much 
in common as 
John McEnroe 
and Mother 
Theresa 


"Unity in diversity” is 
Indonesia’s national 
motto, but we’re talking 
tennis here and look at 
the mix we got: Ramesh 
& Leander. Pffft. Thud, 
Hsssss. Whack. The 
stiletto assassin and the 
grenade bomber. B.B. 
King and Eddie Van 
Halen. The landscape 
painter and the raw 
graffiti artist. The artful 
technician and the 
toe-to-toe slugger. I tell 
you, even if the 
Indonesians had 
brought along a dukun 
(their medicine man), 
there was no antidote to 
our guys. 

So Indonesia went 
down 1-4, unaware that 
the Indian team circa 
1991 and the Indian 










to cool aiid combative, 
the reasons for this 
adjectival shift being 
quite clear: the return of 
Krishna!), the 
accelerated growth of 
Paes. 

Renaissance, l evival. 


aii'-conditinned rooms 
speak cockily of India 
and the Wo]id Oi oup in 
the same br:?ath, and 
while we have found a 
balance ol’ talent to exit 
the Zonal rounds, for 
Boris Becker we are not 


credibility of Zonal 
teams like China and the 
Phillipiiies and the high 
quality of World Group 
first round losers like 
Mexico Yet caution does 
not override his 
optimism completely 


A difference in style, 
strength and attitude, but 
not in effectiveness 

May) if we gel lucky we 
could draw a beatable 
team to qualify for the 
World Group" 

. W 










** Trust in GOD” read the misspelt messa^ 
I emblazoned on the taxi driver’s dashboard. 
India had beings doing exactly that for two years 
but it was time to reinforce divine intervention 
with something more tangible: Ramesh 


Krishnan. How would ihe man who still fenced in 
an era of guns adjust to his changing role: from a 
silent existence in Vijay Amritraj’s shadow, he 
was now surrounded by a Brat Pack, a generation 
removed from him, awaiting his leadership. To 

his credit, the man, 
who speaks as softly as 
his racket does, 
responded well. 

’'Okay, Leander same 
thing like yesterday, 
good aggressive 
shotmaking”. 

”Hey Vasu, I thought 
you had a sore 
shoulder”, when 
Vasudevan, living up to 
his Tarzan nickname, 
broke the net with a 
thunderous serve. 




“Hey l^eander, not so 
many drop volleys, put 
the first one deep”. 

“No. you guys practice 
on the main court, I’ll 
manage on the other 
one". 

By the eve of the tie, 
the team glowed in his 
presence while captain 
Naresh Kumar was 
running out of 
adjectives; “He’s 
fantastic. So much 
enthusiasm, so genial. 
No prima donna stuff, 
rm so pleased 1 don't 
know what to say”. 

There was however 
one jarring note in this 
otherwise spectacular 
Indian 

symphony—payment. 

At the end of the third 
day, with Leander’s 
contribution immense, it 
appeared incongruous 
that Krishnan was paid 
Rs 250,000 (allegedly) 
and the rest only Rs 
10,000 each. 


rr 
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^Spectacular improvement” was captain 
IvKumar’s assessment of Leander Paes, 
sensibly qualifying: his praise by adding, "his 
oppohents were ranked No. 300 or so and the 
conditions (grass and severe heat) were foreign to 
them”. Nevertheless, what was evident and 
heartening was the introduced element of 
sophistication in Paes’ game. Impetousity, to 
some measure, had been replaced with a 
professional maturity; flawed technique, to some 
measure, had been replaced by more assured 
strokeplay. Merely a week's intensive coaching in 
the U.S.A. in mid-March under former world No. 
4 Gene Mayer was paying immediate dividends. 

From the moment he silently mouthed the 
national anthem at the inauguration it became 
apparent that Pass’ patriotic flare and flair for 
athletic serve and volley was a fire Daniel 
Heryanto could not douse. 

In Christian legend, Daniel entered the lion's 
den, but was saved by prayer. Indonesia's Daniel, 
no legend so far, may have had a prayer in his 
heart and a ranking 101 places higher than Paes, 
but on court Leander is not a forgiving man. 
Heryanto was destroyed, going down 6-4, 6-3, 

6-2 raising Paes' Davis Cup singles record to 4-1. 

Against Thailand in early February, Paes did 
not drop a set in singles either, but the difference 
in performance, here and there, was marked. His 
first serve percentage jumped from 35% to 55% in 
Jaipur, but it was the spin and pace control of his 
second serve (Mayer has delicately altered his 
action) that impressed most. Complimenting this 
was his improved technique on the 
volley—especially the forehand—reason why, on 
serve, against Heryanto he lost 7 points in five 
games in the first set, 2 points in five games in 
the second (four games on love) and 4 points in 
four games in the third set. 

Solid on serve, cutting down on low percentage 
shots like drop volleys which he relishes (he hit 
his first in the third set), Paes broke Heryanto 
comfortably with a series of angled pushes and 
intelligent net charges. Yet he remains 
technically deficient on the return. Keen to take 
the bail early, he compromises by using a push 
instead of a stroke, which is fine on grass but not 
80 on hardcourts. Still, in the midst of Paes* 
earthy splendour and sizzling cobra speed this 
seemed, and was, inconsequential. 

His game accelerated in the third set. Indeed it 
roared as he is prone to do. Firstaraced. i^nthe 







baseline for a backhand flicked cross court 
kissing^ the chalk for a sublime winner»and to 
demonstrate it was no fluke, he repeated the 
action next point from the forehand side. Up 5-1, 
his fists were in a perpetual pump and as a wag 
from the crowd put it, ‘'Aisa mazaa aura Jcaha 
kaha'\ 

Quite simply, Leander Paes has never played 
better—and it is a tribute to his class, that at 
every successive tournament the razor that is his 
game, is sharper. 

L ess vocal, less athletic, less powerful, but 
more creative, more composed, more subtle 
was Ramesh Krishnan in the first singles. To 
paraphrase what Rex Bellamy said of John 
McEnroe, Krishnan is an illusionist, who 
sometimes hits the lines so often that it seems the 
CHDurt is moving to accommodate him. He cares 
not for topspin but prefers a flat shot hit with a 
steely wrist, some which hang in the air and 
move like floating balloons out of reach, and 
some which will hiss by you and skid softly off 
the grass. He makes the best of men kxik stupid, 
and though his game is frayed at the edges, it 
made a mockery of everything Bon it Wiryawan 
offered. 

Wiryawan, with a brace on his log and a 
passing resemblance to Bugs Bunny, was floored 
so often, diving vainly at the not for balls that had 
already piassed him, that he resembled a boxer 
fighting in the wrong weight category. Indeed, 
Ramesh was a class apart, winning 6-2, 6-2, 6-4 
Krishnan brings a . 

welcome professional 

touch to this team, a !!■■■■■■■■■■ 

balance, a stability .At 

^ ^ Ramesh Krishnan bt 

the Asian level he is Leander Paes bt Dam 

unpai'alleled, and if he is Krishnan/Paes bt Hei 

the ice to Paes’ fire, then Zeeshan All lost tc D< 

^ Leander Paes bt Beni 

it could not have been 

better evidenced than in __ 

the doubles 

After some aimless manouvoring, Indonesia 
eventually settled for their regular pair of 
Heryanto and Wiryawan and were thrashed 6 2, 
6-3, 6-3. Foolishly ignored against Yugoslavia in 
1988, Krishnan finally made his doubles debut, 
his easy authoritative returns and sharp 
competent volleys music to captain Kumai‘’s ears, 
for doubles is a decisive factor in Davis Cup and 
the search for a competent partner for Leander 






Ramesh Krishnan bt Bonit Wiryawan 6 2, 6-2, 6-4 
Leander Paes bt Daniel Heryanto 6*4, 3-6, 6-2 
Krishnan/Paes bt Heryanto/Wiryawan 6-2, 6-3. 6-3 
Zeeshan All lost to Daniel Heryanto 2-6, 6 2 , 1-12 
Leander Paes bt Benny Wijaya 6-2, 6-4 


Paes plays an 
undefinable shot, but still 
reaps rewards (Inset) 


had ended I In doubles it is considered bad manners to focus 

“He was great”, said Paes I on individuals, yet as Krishnan was tough, Paes 

“What an athlete” said Ramesh. I was emphatically brilliant. He lost four points in 
Ah, sweet magic. | 7 service games, gave lightning a new 

meaning at net, volleyed 




winners off smashes, 
refiexed like touched by 
a 100-volt wire and was 
so intense that even 
Krishnan admitted, 
“Even I found myself 
responding to his 
aggression”. They still 
share an awkwardness; 
the barrier of age and 
personality will 
eventually defer to 
mutual respect, and 
their hesitation in 
certain situations will be 
overcome by further 
expei*ienc0S together. 

It will take a team 
quite some more gifted 
than Indonesia to deal 
with this duo. 

S OUTH KOREA 

comes next in May in 
Delhi. Again grass and 
heat will,be nice allies, 
but it will take more to 
devour this opposition. 
Ramesh will remain 
guide and mentor, but at 
17, if Paes can add to his 
present attributes, 
better shot selection and 
superior defensive play, 
the responsibility will 
gradually pass to him. 
With these two up there 
and a supporting cast of 
S. Vasudevan, Zeeshan 
Ali, Asif Ismail and 
Rohit Rajpal, India's 
Davis Cup team can 
afford to be ambitious 
while always realistic. 
Team India is on the 

move. __ 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
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to acGOiiHiHslied a lot” 


Dave O’Meara reviews his coaching stint 

_with the Britannia Amritraj Tennis 

(BAT) academy 

RAMANAN/RELIANCE NEWS 



SPORTSWORLD: Having completed your 
five-year contract with BAT, you are now 
headed back to the USA. But can you recall 
what exactly were your thoughts about the 
scheme and your responsibilities when you 
first arrived in 1986 ? 

O'Meara I am by nature an idealist. I 
believe that winning- is jiot everything*, 
that you have to be a gentleman also. So I 
was impressed that the BAT scheme was 
being run along those lines. I had an 
open mind when I came here though 1 
was aware of my duty and that was to 
produce champions. As I leave the BAT 
programme I can honestly say that there 
have bt^en many {ic’luevcments. 

Could you list some of the achievements? 

Welh I guess some of them ai e obvious, 
heiander Winning- the Junior Wimbledon 
and finishing runner-up in the 
Australian Open. Rohit Kajpal and Asif 
Ismail winning the Asian junior titles. 
Also, the chief objective of BAT was to 
produce players for the Davis Cup squad 
4ind now we liave three 
players- Leander, Rohit Raj pal and Asif 
Ismail—wlio are either in the main squad 
oi- in the resei-vos when I came to India I 
quickly realised that the two things 
dearest to the Indians are Wimbledon and 
Davis Cup. And J am glad we have done 
something to figui e prominently in both. 

What about some achievements which, as you 
are hinting, are not so obvious? 

I am particularly pleased by tlio way the 
programme lias l aised the physical 
fitness and nutrition level of the boys. 
When I came here in 1986 I found the 
level of fitness was horrendous and 
nobody had any knowledge of the right 
nutrition, without which there cannot be 
a champion. The boys were eating 
anything at anytime. In addition the 
boys were generally lazy, they had no 
ambition and wei*e ignorant of many 
aspects of the game. In a way, I think the 
greatest achievement of the BAT scheme 
has been that it has changed the altitude 
of the Indian boys who today are fitter, 
aware of proper nutrition, and possess 
tHJttei* knowledge of the game They now 
think big. 

Can you list any failures of BAT? 

As regards the scheme proper, no there 
are no failures. We have produced results 
even if, admittedly, they have been a little 
slow in coming. If we did not achieve 
anything much in the first years, we 
achieved a lot in the next three. Which 
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makes mo optimistic of the programme's 
future. Which makes me feel that., in 
future, results c'ouJd be achieved ovcj a 
quicker period. No. there is nothing 
wrong with the basic concept of ttie 
scheme 

If there has b^ien one. failure, it is that 
BAT, set up to bti an example to others, 
has not become a foi'erunner to other 
such programmes in India. As yet there 
are no other programmes in tiie country 
though I hear that the Batra Tennis 
Centre in Pune is being run along similar 
lines. But that is not enough. From 
quality comes quantity. And there has to 
be a lot more depth in Indian tennis 1 
don't know why more such programmes 
have not been set up. 

But oven if there are other schemes, 
there will not be one like BAT. It is a 
unique scheme involving Indian tennis’ 
foremost family, a foreign corporate 
giant and PBI, the world leader in 
producing professional coacihes 

In your five years of moving around the Indian 
circuit what has been your assessment of the 
Indian boys, their plus and minus points? 

Some plus points first; They are good 
learners. They respect parents, teachers 
and elders. And, in that sense, they are 
disciplined. The Indian values, the family 
tradition, is excellent; much better than 
the values abroad. I would app>eal to I 


Three of the S AT 
tnrineet undergo 
eervlce drill under 
the eagle eye of 
Dave O’Meara 


4b 

Cliampions are 
insatiable 
people and 
that's one thing 
the Indian boys 
have to learn 


youngsters that even if they leave India 
they shoTild not forget Indian values But 
in a way these excellent qualities act as 
an impediment to a speedy tennis 
growth. Because they hold on to thcir 
parents for that much loiigei’. because 
there in that lack of independancie, they 
tend to mature late. 

The other negative aspect is that 
Indian boys do not think big Tlioy are 
afraid of hard work, are not over keen to 
overcome hurdles. They are happy to be 
in the comfort zone, happy to be; playing 
around the Indian circuit, happy to win 
the odd match or two oi- the odd 
tournament oi’ two Champions are 
insatiable people and that's one thing the 
Indian boys have to learn If they are 
content with their goals they can never 
become champions. 

To return, however, to the plus points, 
the eye and hand coordination of the 
Indian boys is generally very good, and 
so is their ball sense. They have sound 
groundstrokes. But wc have also faced a 
problem when it comes to selecting a BAT 
boy as regards to his physical strength. 
There have been cases when wo have 
picked a promising boy at 12 and then at 
16 or 17 he suddenly stops growing at 
5'6" or 5' 7". The tendency is there for 
tennis champions to be big and strong. A 
few examples are Becker, Edberg, Lendl, 
Courier and McEnroe who are either 
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almost six feet tall or well over that 
heig’ht. If Ramesh Krishnan is still 
surviving^ out there despite his 
disadvantage in height it is because of 
his enormous talent And we have not 
seen anothei* player of his talent in India. 

What is your advice to officials and tournament 
organisers in India? 

I must confess that the tournaments over 
here have been a very big 
disappointment It is as if they just want 
to get the tournament over with. 
Schedules ai*e not adhered to. There ai‘e 
no proper staying arrangements, no 
proper transportation amingements, no 
p[opc3r arrangements for food, no 
practice courts, no proper balls. The 
basic tilings which are so important are 
not attended to And they don’t obseiwe 
the 15-min ute default rule at ail. 

In the USA, if a player is over 15 
minutes late, no matter who he or she is, 
that player is scratched. Here a BAT boy, 
for example, for his matcli starting at 3 
pm, has trained accordingly, has taken 
the right amount of food and rest and 
then is made to w^ait till 5 pin. Or the 
match is postponed to the next morning. 
This is not the way a tournament should 
be run Although, at this juncture, I 
must also point out there have been one 
oi* t wo tournaments that have been 
conducrted in exemplary fa.shion 1 feel 
that the AITA should have a seminar 
which sliould be attended by all 
toui‘nament directors and conducted by 
someone from the USA. This way 
perhaps tliey will learn how a 
competition sliould be organised 
properly. 

What is your honest assessment of Leander 
Paes? Do you think he is a fluke or will he last 
the course? 

No, 1 have no hesitation ui saying that he 
is not a fluke. He as a special txiy, he is 
also an idealist which is perhaps tlio 
rtiason we hit it off very well. Ho is 
determined to reaxih his potential though 
I cannot predict to what extent he will 
reiich But 1 am saying that if his 
potential is that he should be in the top 
20, then he will reach it. 

He is different from the other Indian 
boys in that he* has a burning ambition to 
dc) well, he is not content to rest on his 
goals and he has all the traditionally 
good qualities of iht; Indian boy—eye and 
hand coordination, all the strokes, good 
ball sense He is also a stiong lad. 
Provided he stays on the right path, and 
understands his priorities, there is every 




reason to believe that h(? will stay the 
course and achieve a lot 

As you leave India what are your thoughts and 
what are your future plans? 

This was my first visit, to India and 1 can 
toll you it won’t be the last 1 have 
developed a close relationship with 
Indians I have a Jot ol friends now in 
India And 1 am sure tlieso will be lasting 
relationships J am happy too that BAT 
has ac'comphshed a lot and 1 have been 
able; to do my bit. to make it possible? The 
Amntraj family and Br itannia Industries 
have been very kind to me and overall it 
has been a memo7*able five years 
particularly since I have Ixieii able to 
prove? a lot of critics wrong. I remember 
when 1 came to India there wtire these 
cynics who asked me, "But why are you 
going to India? you are going to produce 
a champion from India? That's 
im|xjssible'\ I am glad that we have been 
able to produce champions. 

Regarding my future plans, there are a 
few options. One is to be attached as 
coaci' of a country’s Davis Cup squad. 

The other is to be the coach of a young 
player not in the top 100 and then guide 
him to the top if possible. Another option 
is to be connected with the Olympic 
movement and make tennis popular 
there. A clear picture should emerge 
when I reach the USA. 

Interviewed by Parteb Ramchand* Madras 




THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


30 Minutes before Tee-Off 


. . . ALWAYS MAKE TIME 
TO WARM - tip BYHlTTItiH 
SOME 6H0r& OWTHE 
RANGE. THEN, AFTER 
SOME CHIPS AND PUTTS 
YOU ARE READY TOGO. 


Make One Big Divot 


STARTING COLD IS ONLY 
FOR THE l^ERY TALEN¬ 
TED OR VERYSTOPID. 


V/HEN practising make LIFEEA5IER for 
TWE GREENKEEPER BY PLAYING ALL YOuR 
SHOTS FROM VIRTUAar THE SAME SPOT. 


IN THAT way you LL MAKE ONE LARGE DlVOT MARK 
INSFEAD OF LOTS OF SMALLER ONES. IT IS A FAR 
SIMPLER TASK TO REPLACE ONE LARGE AREA OF 
TURF RATHER THAN MAW SMALL ONES SPREAD 
OUT ALL OVER THE PLACE. 


SOMETIMEJ A PLAYERS 
GRACEFUL PRACTICE SWING 
BEARS NO RESEMBLANCE 
TOTHS ACTION HE EMPLOYS 
ON THE actual shot 






















Interesting- snippets from the world media we generally don't get to hear about. 


WOlllENftllDilCC 

r 'HE Marylebone 
Cricket Club casiie 
into being' in the year 
1787. For 203 long 
years the club was an 
excl Lisi ve domain of 
male chauvinism. The 
only lady who was 
allowed into its hallowed 
portals was none other 
than. Queen Elizabeth 
II 

Three years agoXhe 
admission of women to 
the club was one of the 
topics that came up for 
discussion in the 
general body meeting, 
but only to be turned 
down by a majority of 
70 On May / this year, 
the topic will again be 
put up to the voters. 

There is an existing 
rule which states that 
distinguished persons 
can be i?lected to 
honorary membership. 
The proposal is that 
admission to women 
should also come under 
this heading. 

If the ruUng is not 
vetoed this time then 
Rachel Hey hoe Flint, 
captain of the English 
womens’ team from 
*66- '67 and rocipien t of 
the Order of the British 
Empire (OBE) for her 
contribution to the 
game, will be the second 
woman to be allowed 
into the pavilion of the 
MCCclub 
Hey hiX' Flint's 
apphaation for 
\ menitx^rship has been 
\ seconded by Tim Rice 
(lyricist of Evi fa and 
I Jesus Chi'ist Superstar), 
Briah Johnson (cricket 
j co/n men tator for BBC), 
Oennis Amiss (former 
English batsman) and 
Sir Jack Hay wal'd (a 
millionaire 

1 businessman) Hey hoe 
1 Flint, 51 IS of the 


I 
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opinion that there are no 
rules against 
membership to women, 
it’s Just that no one 
thought they were 
allowed to join. 

If all goes well then 
MCC and Hey hoe Flin t 
are both set to create 
history 

THE NEW PIEG0~ 

L ooks like the legend 
of Diego Armando 
Maradona, can now 
safely be relegated to 
lx)oks of football history. 
It seems that he now 
can not come clean off 
the various allegations 
heaped on him-and they 
range from 
drug-trafficking to 
doping. 

The next question that 
comes up in the minds of 
fcxDtball enthusiasts 
is— who’s the next guy to 
get into his boc^ts? 

Well, the news from 
Argentina is that a 
replacement has already 
been found by 
Argentina’s new coach, 
Alfio (Coco) Basile. This 
guy also goes by the 
name of Diego. Diego 
Fernando I-.atorre. He 


was apparently 
sidelined by Carlos 
Bilardo, but his heir, 
Basile, is very impressed 
by this youngster. 
Claims that Latorre is as 
good, if not better than, 
Maradona on the 
ground and definitely 
better in the air 

Latorrf^, a music buff 
(his farourite singer 
happens to be Phil 
Collins), is already 
creating waves for the 
Boca Juniors, the club 
he plays for. In an 
American Cup match 
recently against arch 
rivals River Plate. 
Latorre scored twice 
including the winning 
goal, two minutes before 
the final whistle 

An economic science 
student, and an ardent 
follower of the now 
infamous Maradona, 
Latorre plans to hit the 
Italian circuit this 
summer. His othei 
interests include tennis 
and watching movies 
(Tom Cruise and Kim 
Bassinger are his idols). 
But his sights are set on 
the World Cup *94 in the 
US of A. 


M/fATS WILANDER 
In looks like he should 
Just stick to his tennis, 
not that he is doing too 
well at that. The latest 
thing about Mats is that 
he is the main 
attraction, the lead 
guitarist, of a six 
member rock group 
called (you guessed 
right) Wilander. 

The 17 stop Swedish 
tour has not been 
Licceptod too well by the 
Press. Expression, 
Sweden’s largest selling 
newspaper in a front 
page story urged him to 
cancel the tour. The 
newspaper claimed that, 
“All people have the 
right to enjoy a hobby, 
but there is a limit. Like 
charging* 80 Kroner ($ 

15) for a show like this. ” 
Even the fans were not 
too impressed with the 
guitar totting Wilander. 

A hard core fan who had 
seen Mats in a practice 
session,said “Pd rather see 




Mats on the tennis 
court.” 

But then Wiiander is 
determined to make the 
tour happen. Said 
Wiiander, “I'm not 
actually a musician. I’m 
doini^ this because it’s so 
much fun. Bad Press 
shouldn’t stop you from 
doing something that 
you enjoy.” 

Wiiander who has 
jammed with the likes of 
Keith Richards of 
Rolling Stones and 
Sting, has so far learnt 
nothing of the art of 
jamming, that’s for 
sure. 

TWO FACED BAT~ 

niRST we had Dennis 
A Lillee with his 
aluminium bat in the 
’79-’80 series against 
England. And now we 
have an English 
company. Classic Bat, 
coming up with what 
they call a 

‘revolutionary concept’. 
The ‘concept’ they've 
developed is a two faced 
bat. The main facet they 
are marketing is 
apparently the 
durability of the bat. The 
makers of the bat claim 
that the contraption 
would last twice as long 
as the traditional bat, 
and claim that the bat 
will soon be a regular 
feature in cricket. 

The self imposed 
guardians of the rules of 
the game, the 
Marylebone Cricket Club 
(MCC), is at a loss about 
this new problem, 
because there are no 
rules in the book that 
forbid the using of a two 
faced bat. As the 
secretary of the MCC, Lt. 
Colonel John 
Stephenson put it, “It 
does not break the laws, 
but it does attack the 
spirit of the game itself. ’* 



Perhaps this is the oUohe \ 
in the rules that the 
manufacturer wants to 
exploit. 

But the MCC is sure 
going to apply the 
brakes very soon. 
Stephenson added, ‘Tm 
sure we will see players 
turning up for the first 
class matches with this 
bat, this year. It’s a 
shame, but it looks like 
we are going to have to 
tighten up the laws to 
stop this sort of thing 
from happening.” 

But the question is, 
will they succeed? As 
Sunil Gavaskar voiced 
his opinion, “The MCC is 
a private club and it 
cannot decide on 
international cricketing 
matters. It is about time 
the world was told that, 
it is the ICC that runs 
cricket, and not MCC. 

IT’S TIWE HICK 

L ast month (March 
31 St to be precise) the 
Zimbabwean—born 
Graeme Hick apparently 
finished the 

qualification time set by 
the TCCB to qualify for 
the English national 
team. The English 
selectors are very keen 
to play him this summer 
against the touring 
Caribbeans. The 


First we had Lillee with his aluminium bat. Now we 
have a two faced bat 


question that arises hei'e 
is whether Hick has 
actually finished the 
stipulated time period 
set by the TCCB, for a 
non-English player to 
qualify for the national 
team. 

The rule states that a 
player, once he 
commences the period of 
residence, should not 
play first class cricket in 
any other country. In 
Hick’s case he started 
the qualification period 
in March '84. Since then 
he spent two winters in 
Zimbabwe, where he 
took part in some 
first-class games The 
six matches that he 
played for Zimbabwe in 
’84-’85 were also first 
class matches. The rule 
states that if a player 
violates the ‘i*esidence’ 
rule then he should 
apply for a new 
residence period. 

When an uproar was 
created following this 
infringement of the 
rules, the TCCB replied 
by saying that at the 
time the matches were 
played their status was 
unknown. 

Another rule that has 
been violated by Hick is 
the one that demands a 
player to reside for a 


minimum of 210 dayr in 
the British Isles to 
qualify for playing in 
the English team. Well, 
without examining 
llick’s passport it would 
be difficult to calculate 
the exact number of 
days he was in the 
confines of the British 
Isles. 

Even by a conservative 
estimate, Hick .seemed to 
have stayed in the 
British Isles only for 172 
days- -that is 38 days 
Joss than the required 
period When this case 
was put forward to the 
T(X;H they proffered no 
reasons whatsoever The 
fact remains that the 
TCCB is not keen to wait 
till the year 1993, till 
Hick act ually qualifies 
for England 

The catch in the whole 
episode is that the 
introductory remarks in 
the beginning of the 
complicated rules state 
that the regulations are, 
“subject to the 
overriding discretion of 
the TCCB ” 

Well, what is the use 
of having rules if they 
can so arrogantly and 
willfully be broken or 
misinterpreted, and tiial 
too by the framers of the 
rules themselves? # 
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Superb 


P HADl-JKr TAUL’k article on 
Ua* batsnitai who look 
f< )nnidablo onouj^’h to 
c'<;lipso Gavaskar's rejcord 
was analytical and superb. 
However, J feel Gower and 
Richards do not really pose any 
1 hi e^al to the LittU? Master's r(?cord 
since they are in the twilight of 
theii' careers Miandad is the 
batsman wdio’s got the age and 
form, but still has a long way to 
go Border on the othei* hand has 
several advantages First he is the 
leadei- of thf? pack in terms of 
aggregate. And Australia when 
cjoinpared to other crickt‘ting 
nations play a lot of Tost matches. 
With a Jittic bit of luck Border 
miglit iKXioinplish it in 12 to 15 
Tests But then Gavaskar will 
always remain the first 
a SUHESH, 

Madurai. 


Brilliant 


T han KB for the issue that dealt 
wjtli the surpiassiiig of Sunil 
Gavaskar s 10.122 runs record 
In fat’l we had luil given it much 
importanct* iKica.use that was 
almost considered an 
unsurpassable mark for the four 
batsmen Yes, you aT^^ rigJit 
Though I’cmote, thei e are 
chances, of beating the ret’ord, 
b\ Border, Miandiid, (k)wt'r and 
Viv 


But Kudos to Havikant 
Srivastava forlus brilliant 
statistical joV) Ho had covered all 
possible angles It was c>nly 
after going through them, that I 
realised how' tough it is to beat 
Sunny But was I happy! 

Kxeellont photographs (photo 
) feature) ‘Life ain’t no spectator 
sport*, but the name of the man 
who captured tliem in frames, 
should also have bc'cn nienlioned 
ART A MISHHA, 

Cuttack 

Lg.. _ .... 




All tile best 


T hank you for the extating 
cover story on the ‘He man of 
Indian CrK'kcf Kapil Dev 
Nikhan.i (27 March 2 April. 'PI ) 

Kapil Dev is rcalJy a winnei 
bnth on and offtlu' field llis 
image o1 cnckeicr. busiricssman 
and human bt'ing will help the 
development of sports in India 

Kapil will sui’eiy continue to 
enthral ci irket fans throughout 
1 he W'orJd for some lime to come 
and here’s wudung liim all the 
best 

INDR ANIL DLTTA, 

Roiirkela 


ASugigestiim 


a UOTIENT by Raju Mukherjee 
G 3“ 19 March, *91) is surely an 
improvised formula to decide 
the winner of an incomplete tie. 
But ho has not taken into 
consideration the slowing down 
tactics that could be engaged by 
either side when they are in a 
disadvantageous position. 

To eliminate this, 1 have another 
suggestion. The quotient should 
be taken, taking into account four 
parameters, two each for batting 
and bowling. For batting, (A) runs 
severed per ball (B) runs scored per 
minute and for bowling, (C) 
wickets taken per run (D) balls 
bowled per minute The team 
scoring the most points adding 
the four quotients should be the 
winner This totally avoids the 
infinite factor, but gives 
minimum weightage to the 
wickets taken. 

JAGADISHC. FATRA, 
Matkainht^da. 


Thanks 


T hanks to William Rhodes for 
the story on Maradona's issue 
dated (20-26 March, ’91) and 
the cover story on West Indies 
stars Viv Richards and Logie The 
poster of Paul Gascoigne was 
g(X)d. Sportsworld should always 
bring new stars on screen. 
VJKHAM DUTTA, 

JMbi 


Fantastic 


I N the 27 llIarch-2 April issue of 
Sportsworld, the cover story of 
Kapil Dov by Robin Chatteriee 
was superb. It gives us immense 
delight to read about the success 
of Kapil in the field of business. 

Chris Evert Lloyd's article in 
Guest column was a superbly 
written ancxidote, she is not only 
an all time great; but maybe the 
greatest woman tennis player the 
world has ever seen. 

S. HUSSAIN. 

Dibrugarh. 
























QUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 


CHESS 


BRIDGE 


QUESTIONS 

1 “Playing the first tie-breaker 
hole.” Guess the game? 

2. What is the full name of Alekhine, 
the chess legend'? 

3. What is "Giuoco Piano"'? 

4. What IS ‘Crosschecking’ in ice 
hockey'? 

5. What IS common to the Olympic 
Games (Summer) of 1968, 1972, 
1976 and 1980'? 

6 What is common to the Olympic 
gold medallist women sprinters 
‘Fanny’ Blankers-Koen, Wilma 
Rudolph and Renate Stecher'? 

7. Who IS the ‘odd man out' of the 
famous chess prodigies 
Botvinnik. Tal and Karpov'? 

8. Who IS the person who told Billie 
Jean King. 'You II be good 
because you re ugly '? 

9 Cyclist Daniel Morelon won 
Olympic gold, silver and bronze 
medals in the i ,000m sprint event 
in the Sixties and the Seventies ' 
To which country does he 
belong'? 

10. With what sport is the expression 
“flying mare" associated'? 


? 


ANSWERS 

1. Gr^lf 

2. Alexander Alekhine 

3. An opening in chess 

4. A check delivered with both 
hands on the stick and no part of 

' the stick on the ice. 

5. All the venues start with the letter 
*M‘. 

6. All of them made the 100m/200m 
double. 

7. Karpov, whose first name is 
Anatoly (while that of the other 
two is Mikhail). 

8. Frank Brennan. 

9. France. 

10. Wrestling. 


Tony Miles IS ii .sfXX’Lalisl at 
unusual vajiation.s, lie 

woi-ks out systems vvliich are g-ocxl 
for hall a dozen ^aine.s anrl tlien 
stops f>layin^- them when they 
txx;Oin(? trendy This sor-t of 
nifi-eniiity ".staying- ahead of the 
Jones(;s‘’ as it vvei f lias leteJied Ijirn 
a lot of .scalp.s 

Whit(' Milf's Vs i31aek, Kostem 
Wcjrld CupUualifier HO 
i g3 c5 2 Nc6 c4 g6 4 Nc3 Bg7 5 m e6 
6 d4!? cd4 A lot of tIv )u^‘ht 1 las 
nih^an appai'ently random move 
order-and now wlutf- inakf^sa 
ixisitionaJ ]iau ii saerifk e 
Aee(;ptujt 4 ' it by O Nxdd r(M 7 
Nxd'l H Nt)5 qhii 9 afi also p;ives 
t!‘fx'>d play iis in Cdiet-iun WfJfT 
New York 'HU 

7 Nb5 d5. BicU'k could t i-y 7 gbG 
when wlut(‘plays H f d )(«)kinp- foj- 
(pni-k Iievfdopment I'.’diiei tiiari H 
Ntih Ke Valid hla*'k is OR 

8 rtd5 aa5 9 Qd2 Qb310 dc6 Qxe6 U 0-0 qb6. 
W1 ir.e aJj-t.-ady lias a lare.e lj*au in 
(ievi^lopment and 1 1 Ne7 was 
es.sential 

l2b3Ne713Ba3 Nd5. 'I'lic vat iiiUnii 
13 d3 1 1 rtat; 1 1 r. CJxt23 d< His 

not sulvcaiiy ut’bl.u’k’f. | 2 i'Ciblt;iii.s 

14 Racl Nc3! 15 e3: (te316 fe3 Qa617 BbS 
Ne4 18 Qc2 Nf619 Ng5 e5 20 ttc5 20 OcS BeO 
hSe(; i liafj-ram; 21 RxfO! A logical way 
to convert wlntcs pressure into a 
direct attac-k 

21--BxfB22BDRc8. Ii Black play.s 
W.1)G Hh;> JJd7 Hxd7 K.xd7 
Cjd.b wins 

d lli.-j 13br) tx'cG }5( 7 Uxc.b i'U 
2(3 HxcG fe.b 27 Rxa(3 K17 2.S Hxa? 
Hdr5.79 Ht 'l I 1 Oj 
d’vpicaJ of Bi|^d\)ny’ at liislx'st 

Devangshu Dutta 


aw ftS6« V 

mtm mtst 
'wm mkmm 
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Ttie Far East Bridge Federation 
has alway.s invited lj\e tw^o 
countries from down undei- to IXjs 
ohaiiipionship.s. At tiie last one in 
Singapore, the members of the 
k'KBF pla,>ed peidect hosts, 
allowing' New Zealand to win the 
Open Teams foi- the first tune and 
(. oncfxhng th(; Wornen's and Youth 
titles to Australia This was the 
vci-y fii*st deal of the 
Championship,- 

NORTH(dummy) 

Li 10 3 
AK.l'^ 

6 3 

J!b.l 10 7 4 


WEST 

.J 5 2 
' 4 

K ' 4 

A A O 9 8 : 


EAST 

^ 8 6 
10 3 ? 

9 C 5 2 
J|i6 ‘3 3 

SOUTH 
DAKOTA 
0 8Gb 
A Q J 


Playing in six hearts, both 
►Souths for New Ztialand (Open & 
Wcmien’s) r'e(.‘eivf?d a trump load 
Most playeis would try a diamond 
fnie.ss#' at .sonr* stage and go down 
but inTeruaUonal.s always look for 
som^Xhing bettor than the even 
money clianec^ offered by a simple 
fira sse HoMi dechirers. placing 
West wit h .some sirle values for the 
t rump ii^ad pursued a rnoi-e 
eleg-;uil line Tliey dj'ow trumps in 
tlirec^ rtninris, lluui ran the spade 
suit to !'(*aeh - 

NORTH(clummy) 

♦ 

K 

J 10 7 4 

WtST east 

♦ ^ 




At this stage it would have been 
a good play to take a ruffing 
finosse in diamonds, gening with 
Die earhei’ assumption. However. 

1 he tw^o SouDis did ('ven belter 
.Since West was likely to hold the 
cl ub aco or neither cl ub honour, or 
fflse hti might have; led a club from 
the queen, both declarers noA7 
c‘xitod with the club king, and 
West was kapuV. 

Santanu Chose 
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37th NATIONAL BOXING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


H eld at the historic R idge in ShimJa 
the Ambuja Cement 37th Senior 
National Boxing Championships was 
won by the Services. But their 34th 
record title came after some heavy 

- blows from a few non-entity boxers. 

In fact, this Nationals saw the rapid rise of the 
young and talented brigade. 

As expected. Services kept their title intact with 
62 points, while the Railways, again as expected, 
played second fiddle with 25 points. But what 
seemed imminent is that the Services' days of 



Satlsh Kumar of the CISF in agony after being hit 
under the belt by M. Killekar In the mfddlewmht 
final 


glory are numbered. None of their boxers 
impressed or aroused new hopes in spite of the 
fact that they won six out of the 12 gold medals 
that were up for grabs. 

Seventeen-year-old Delhi! te Jaidev Bisht of 
Central Industrial Security Force was the 
brightest star on view. His stint in boxing barely 
dating back for about five years, he demolished 
his bantamweight opponents with ease. Even the 
clinical punching of l^rvices’ Narinder Singh in 
the final didn’t stop him and went on to clinch the 
title with a 3-2 verdict. Not surprisingly, he was 
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also adjudgfed ‘best boxer* of the meet. 

Rain played spoilsport at these championships. 
Held under the sky, rain forced the organisers to 
shift to an indoor venue 3 km away. The 
inconvenience nearly forcing the sponsors to 
withdraw, causing a postponement of the event. 
But the unpredictable climate (especially in the 
hilly regions) came to the rescue when bright 
sunshine allowed the boxers back into the 
outdoor ring. 

If the sun played hide and seek, the Indian 
international brigade also failed to shine in all 
their glory. Only six of the eight ventured to 
Shimla—Manoj Pingale. B. Dhanasanjayan, 
Dharmendra Yadav. Gopal Dewang, Mukund 
Killekar and Raj Kumar Sangwan. Conspicuously 
absent were India’s lone Bombay World (3up 
medallist Zoram Thanga —whose absence 
robbed some of the charm at the initial 
stages—and Haryana’s Sarvjeet Singh, another 
international super heavyweight supremo. 

As for those internationals who were present, 
only Gopal Dewang and Mukund Killekar 
managed to win their titles, against two civilian 
boxers. Sanjay Kumar of Haryana fought his 
heart out against Gopal Dewang in the first 
round light middleweight bout. Dewang won but 
not before catching some heavy punches from 
Kumar. 

Even though Kumar confessed on the 
following day that his whole body was aching 
after the close contest, the son of former 
international Hawa Singh, had won the hearts of 


R. Sangwan of Steel Plant is distressed after losing 
to Kishan Singh of Services In the super 
heavyweight final 




A bout in progress 


all the boxing fans assembled here. 

Manoj Pingale of Maharashtra lost to ^Jarinder 
Singh of the Services in the bantamweight 
pre-quarter final. Overconfidence and perhaps 
complacency forced Pingale to make ei rors, 
something he paid for dearly. Another 
international fell from grace when Railways* S. 
Dhanasanjayan lost to a Hissar under-graduate 
Rajeshwar Singh. Fighting for a semi-final berth 
ho was felled by a left—right combination from 
Singh in the second round. 

To make matters worse, Dharmendra Singh 
Yadav, semifmalist at the last World Cup, was 
disqualified because of excess weight. And this 
surprised all and sundry since he had put on 
two excess kilos in one night! 

Th the super heavyw(?ight category Raj Kumar 
Sangwan of Steel Plants lost 4-1 to Kishan Singh 
of the Services in the finals. An overall 
performance from our international boxers that 
was appalling—really unexpected 

Railways too disappointed. Their boxers 
seemed to have stagnated. Or is it that they get 
paranoid when they face Services? In faot, 
debutants CISF came fourth with 17 points 
behind Andhra Pradesh (19 points). CISF, whose 
challenge centred around Jaidev Bisht, Shyam 
Sunder Sharma and Dharmender Singh Yadav. 
could be a big threat to the Services in the future. 
Watch out for the light brigade! 

Harun RiaZi Shimla 
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GUWAHA'n 


SmkfflKvisiim 

Cri^ 


T he N F Kiiilway ream wei'ethe 
winners of the JM urucldin 
Ahmed Trophy Tor tlie 
Inter-Ihstrict cricket 
championships. In tiie final, they 
defeated Jorhat by nine wickets. 

Jorhat won the toss and decided 
to bat. But they nianagod only a 
paltry 147 runs In reply, useful 
contributions from Utpal Has (79) 
and Bijay Tiwari (65)cUlowed N.F. 
Railway to reach <J56. a first 
innings lead of 109 runs. 

In the second innings, the 
Jorhat team again could not score 
highly, managing to roach only 
153. N.F\ Railway had no trouble 
in knocking off the 45 runs 
needed foi' th(? loss of one wicket. 

Earlier, in the semi finals, 
Jorhat defeated Silchar while 
Railways defeated Magaon. 

Pabitra Kr. Deka 

The N.F. Railway team were the 
winners of the Inter-District 
cricket championships 


RANCHI 


Intn^^IHsIrict Cridhat 


T HPJ Central Mine Planning and 
Design Institute (CM1*DI) won 
the Ranchi district Cricket 
Association senior division league 
championships. In the final, they 
defeated Mecon by virtue of a. first 
innings load of 129 runs. 

Batting first, the CMPDl 
batsmen reached 307 for nine in 
bO overs. Adil Husain scored 123 
runs with 12 boundaries and a 
six. lie was ably supported by 
SubrQto Banerjee (44) and San.iay 
Sharnia(34) For Mecon, Anwar 
Mustafa took two wickets for 43 
runs. 

In reply, .Mecon floundered and 
managed to score only 178 for 
nine wickets in 60 overs 

In the second innings, w^hich 
was reduced to 16 overs a side foi' 
want ol' time, CMPDT managed to 
score only 81 for the loss of eight 
wickets This left Mecon a victory 
target of 210 in 16 overs, at a run 
rate of 13 per over. But ram 
ensured that the matcli could not 
be resumed and hence, the tie was 
decided on what happened ui the 
first innings Thus, CMPDl won 



Adil Husain of CMPDl was the 
man of the match in the senior 
division cricket final 

tlie match 

Adil Hussain of CMPDl won the 
Man t)t tlie Match award 

Arun Kumar Thakur 


MEERUT 


Modi Open GoU 


C ALCUTTA based Ali Sher, 

became the pro-cliampion in the 
Modi Open AlMndia Golf 
























Championships Local boy 
Digvijay Singh was the winner in 
the Amateur Group, 

F,unners-up Roht^iS Singh of 
Delhi failed to impress althougii 
he returned the best score of 68 on 
the last day. In the end, he came 
sixth. 

The tournament offered a prize 
money ol‘ Rs 90.000. Ma,]. Geii. 
N.S. Malik gave away the prizes 
on the final day 

V. Siivastava 


KANFTR 


Sevoi-A-Side Clicks 

I 

I . .. . 

S ONFT CLUB beat Sjiorts Hostel 
U) win the Raj end ra Saidas 
. Mehta Memorial Seven a-side 
Slate Level Crickei Uairnament 
held at Kanpur 

In the fjnal. Sports Hostel batted 
first and sc'ored 51 runs for the 
loss of t wo wickets in six ovcj's hi 
reply, S(.inel Chib reached th(' 
target with the loss cl thrive 
wickets 
Kailash Agrawal 


RANCHI 


AmaipeetTra^ 

CriidGBt 


B D, SINGH Sports Cricket C^iub 
•won the Amarpreet Trophy ‘B’ 
division cricket tournament when 
they defeated Indira Memorial 
Cricket Club by 64 runs here 
recently. 

In the final played at the Ranchi 
College ground, B.D. Sports 
School scored 180 runs for eight 
wickets off 40 overs. In reply, 
Indira Memorial managed only 
116 runs in 29.1 overs. 

Earlier, in the semi finals, B. D. 
Sports School defeated Orphius 
Club by a margin of 79 runs while 
Indira Memorial Club beat 
Manthan Cricket Club by six 
wickets. 

B.D. Sports School were the 
winners of the Amarpreet 
Trophy cricket tournament 



AM Sher (right) was the winner of 


Livens Badminton 


S AKAQ NAWAB ciaimtd the 
iiicii's singles titk* when he 
defeated Memhas Ekkii 16-8. 

15 10 in the Prather Livens 
Moinoriiil Badminion loin-nament 
held here recently 

In the women's singles final 
Hoena Ekka beat her cc)Ilog‘t^ male 
Poonam Ekka, 13-11, 1 1*4 to 
clinch the title. The men's doubles 
title went to Nemhas Ekka and 


the Modi Open Golf tournament 

Prabal Roy. In thetoughly 
contested final Nemhas and 
Prabal beat former Ranchi 
University badminton champions 
San jay Kathpalia and Sabbir 
Hussain, 15-13,2-15, 15-9. 

Altogether 50 players 
participated in this tournament 
organised by the Ranchi District 
Badminton Association and the 
St. Josepli’sClub Mr Balbir Dutta, 
president. Institute of Journalists. 
Ranchi gave away the prizes. 

Anil Kumar Singh 











ALL IN THE GAME 


Sporting Salaries 


W HO’S worth it? Who’s not? That was the 
gist of a book recently released in 
America. The book strictly dealt with 
sport, and was entitled 1991 $ports $aJsLrie8 
(yes, the dollar is for ‘S’ as in the book). The 
magazine has compiled careful data for the 
sports crazy American public. The statistical 
update extends to how many runs/goals/points 
a sporting hero is supplying per dollar earned. 
Or, how many dollars per goal/run/point. 

Jose Canseco of the Oakland A’s, we read, 
currently earns $ 54,324 per home run, . 
judging by his last season’s performance. 

Mike Tyson on the same assessment earns $ 

1.514,667 per round of boxing. That’s quite a 
fistful of dollars. American footballer Joe 
Montana of the 49ers, manages around $ 

12,461 per completed pass and Wayne 
Gretzky, the xcehockey idol increases his 
fi'ozen assets by $ 43,000 each time he scores a 
goal. 

After you've finished wiping the dollar signs 
from your face, read on... 


Their money s worth 


Up For Adoption 


A matter of choice 


A nd we thought that the sports coffers of 
our country were empty. There’s hope for 
Indian sport yet. This involves the British 
Handball Association, and to say that they’re 
out of funds would be an understatement. 

The BHA has put its players up for adoption 
btjcause they want to send teams, both boys 
and girJs to the Commonwealth Youth 
championships which takes 
placfcv ironically -in New Delhi, in August. 
The players, all aged under 18, are a bit short 
on funds Keeping this in mind, individual 
sponsors for them are the best bet. 

The sponsors will adopt a player by paying 
his her air fare, which costs £ 460, 
“Although," said a spokesman, “If there is 
someone out there who could sponsor a whole 
team we would not say no." 







lb* 


Britain's Best Boxer 


Can’t face the music 

B ritain’s best—media created—boxer this 
century, P>ank Bruno is not so hot at. 
playing the Tuba, a musical instrument. 
Bruno, who got the OBE for lasting four 
bloody rounds with Tyson tried his hand at the 
instrument and didn’t achieve such good 
results. 

And if there’s one guy who can’t stand 
someone playing a musical instrument badly. 
It s superstar Phil Collins. He’s not very 
impressed by Brand’s ministrations with the 
Tuba. The Tuba # 

actually belongs to 14‘y0ar-old Mathew Fell 
from Merseyside who was awarded £ 700 
towards its cost b> the Prince’s Trust which 
celebrates its 15th anniversary. 

But we feel here that if there’s anyone who 
needs money from a Trust, it’s Bruno. He don’t 
make such good music, anymore. In the ring 
or out of it. 
















SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH & ZULLO 




LEETREVNO ^\APE U15Bl66ESr 
BLUNDER ATTUE1970 BRmSM OPEN. 
ON THE 5+h WOLE, AN UNUSUAL DOUBLE 
6REEN THAT MAD TWO CURS FOR TWO 
SEPARATE HOLES, LEE SENTms SALL 
STTRAl^WT FOR THE FLA6- TWE WRONO 
FLA6/ AN EmSARRASSED TREVINO 
TMEKJ THREE'PUTTED FROM 00 FEET 
FOR A 606EY. 



IM A1976 Boor U)\TW RANDY SHIELDS, 
SU&AR RAY LEONARD lAUNU:^WEDA 
WICKED HOOKIWAT MISSED 5mElX>S 
Bur HIT REF TOM KELLV; SPUTTIN& 
Wl5 ETE and TDRNlMGr WIS UE6S TO 
JELLY. 

KELLY WAS REPLACED AS RAY UlON 
BY A DECISION OVER SHIELDS AND BY 
AN UNOFFICIAL TWO OVER KELLY' 


MILESTONES 


CONFERRED: Tho 

rjidmn l>}iusNii on 
I'l’of iJfjudhar Lida i 
AnLu riaTli anci ^ 

Kapd iXiv. 

APPOINTED: Miiiji 

l5os(‘ iis 11 k‘ coiKih ol 
f lif‘ 1J'’A sub'junioT* 
team 

APPOINTED: Soviet 
(1 rand mast,ei’, 

Mikhail (lui yvifh as 
the s(‘(‘C>iid to 
VisvA’anathan 
Anand, tor his 
matcdi ati’ainst 
Karpov in August. 

WON: By Steffi Graf, 
her first title of the 
year, the US 
Women’s Hardcourt 
Tennis, defeating* 
Monica Seles, 6-4, 

6-3. 



BANNED: AC Milan 
for a year, by the 
UEFA, following 
the violent incident 
against Marseille. 


RETAINED: The wcjild 
men’s cross country 
title, by Khahd 
Kkah of Morocco, in 
Antwerp 


WON: By Ayrton 
Senna, the Brazilian 
Grand Prix. 
defeating Patrese by 
3 seconds. j 





INDICTED: Diego 
Maradona of 
doping. Traces of 
cocaine were found 
in his urine after a 
Napoli-Bari match. 
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Declining spectator interest, 
poor quality of hockey and lack of 
commercial sponsorship 
characterised this year’s and 
every year’s tournament 


T he Boighton Cup is the 

oldest hcxjkoy tournament 
in the world. But year after 
year, the tournament has 
been ffoinff into a stcfady 
and in-eversible decline. A 
poor quality of hockey, a 
declining spectator attendance 
and a lack of sponsorship 
Hockey in Bengal is in such a 
pathetic state, so what can you 
f‘xpect of a tournament held in the 
State? It was the lac:k of spectators 
that was the most telling 
indication of the lack of interest in 
the game. Just 300 or so half 
interested onlookers with the 
wooden benches right around 
lying empty and desolate. 

I'he final between Army 
Services Corps (ASC) of Jalandhar 
and Elecjtrical Mechanical 
Engineers (EME) did not rise 









to any great heights, 'rhei-e wore 
very few c*oncentrated moves. 
Shots from the flanks went 
abegging. There was no moves 
that smacked of well planned 
strategy. Players moving off on 
their own steam and then hoping 
to give a pass to a fellow playei\ 

ASC, unlike in previous 
encounters between the two, was 
the supei-ior side. They settled 
into an attacking game from the 
very beginning and they made a 
series of attacks on the EME goal 
although once again, that Indian 
trait, poor finishing skills, was 
much in abundance. 

Despite ASC's domination, in 


first half, thero was a sudden 
counter-attack by EME in the 
23rd minute which almost 
resulted in a goal. This was when 


Hockey in Bengal is in such a 
pathetic state, so what can you 
expect of a tournament held in 
the State? It was the lack of 
spectators that was the most 
telling indication of the lack of 
interest in the game. Just 300 or 
so half’interested onlookers 
with the wooden benches right 
around lying empty and 
desolate 


I EME’sJohnKindcsdellectionoff 
g a Ramesh Shindo free hit just 
u missed the goal by a few inches, 
g with the ASC goalkeeper out of 
position 

F’inally, ASC struck blood eight 
minutes into the second half It 
, was a sort of freak goal. First 
ASC's Christopher Lakra took a 
stinging shot at the goal, which 
the EME goalkeeper Lakhbir 
Singh j ust managed to deflect 
away, but unfortunately not out of 
harm's way A lurking Bhusan 
pounced upon the loose ball and 
banged it homo, One nil 
But that turned out to be the 
goal of the match even 
though in the second half, EME's 
game had fallen into total 
disarray. They had no proper 
defence most of the time and 
players seemed rooted in their 
positions. Time and time again, it 
was only their goalkeept^r Lakhbir 
Singh who saved EME from 
further humiliation 
liUkhbir Singh played a 
marvellous match. Time and time 
again, ho intercepted stinging 
shots, cross passcfs and had an 
uncanny sense of po.sitiunal play 
P(?rhaps m tlie whole match, his 
was the most enlightening play 
One hopes that Lakhbir Singh 
continues witli his good 
performances in the future. 

And so the match drifted to a 
close and once again, this 
lacklusti’e tournament failed to 
spark any excitement But every 
year, we hoar the same talk; about 
how they ai-e planning to bring 
back this tournament to its former 
glory But as Zafar Iqbal, who was 
present in Calcutta to play an 
exhibition tie said, ‘Hockey will 
have to be reborn here Perhaps 
only then will we match the 
superb run of the Fifties and the 
Sixties. And what can a coach do, 
if the talent is simply not there?' 

No talent means no gcxid level of 
hockey means declining spectator 
interest means no sponsorship or 
money But we are told that 
things will change in the future. 

Stay tuned; maybe there will be 
a difference next year. Of course, 
that depends on whether you 
believe in miracles or not. 

A Correspondmt 
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P ROTEIN, protein, 
protein-the stuff 
that your muscles 
are made of. The 
stuff that you need to 
put into your body when 
you are exercising. You 
must have heard your 
coach/instructor 
emphasi’^ing this lots of 
times. Question is how 
much of protein do you 
really need?This might 
perhaps be the aspect 
that has foxed you, 
because you will seldom 
find an authoritative 
answer on the subject. 

Well, to be frank the 
usage of proteins, is one 
of the most debated 
topics in the field of 
sports medicine Studies 
are sometimes 
contradictory, and often 




THEHEALTH 

COLUMN 


automatically adapts to 
exercise and the 
negative nitrogen 
balance disappears. 

This adaptation, 
however, le not enough 
if you are a serious 
fitness enthusiast, i e 
you are pumping 
weights a lot or if yoa 
are into strenuous 
aerobic exercise. Hence 
the stress on increased 
protein and calorie 
intake- to maintain a 
positive nitrogen 
balance, However, the 
need for protein varies 
from individual to 
individual The ability to 
absorb and use protein 


1 depend 


confusing. Here we are 
going to give the basics 
of the nutrient - how it 
works, what it does and 
more important what a 
shortage could lead to. 

Let’s first observe the 
real function of proteins 
in the body. Exercise, it 
appears, helps your 
body retain nitrogen, 
the active ingredient of 
protein. It happens this 
way — when you 
exercise you create a 
negative nitrogen 
balance, that eventually 
erodes the muscles. But, 
actually after following 
an exercise regimen for 
about 12 days the body 


depends on the regimen 
followea by each 
individual, but the 
general rule is that, the 
higher the intensity of 
the exercise 

programme, the greater 
is the protein 
requirement of the body. 

Strength training, 
that is pumping iron, 
increases the muscle 
amino uptake. This 
enhances muscle protein 
synthesis. Simply put, 
the muscles get larger 
and stronger. 

For those who arc on a 
diet, trying to shed off 
some extra kilos, it is 
important to note that as 
the calorie intake goes 
down, there’s a negative 
nitrogen balance and 


this leads to a loss of 
lean tissue. Hence, 
protein intake should be 
increased when one is on 
diet. It is particularly 
important when you are 
limiting your 
carbohydrate intake. 
When on a low-carb diet 
- glycogen (the storage 
form of carbohydrates) 

IS rapidly depleted from 
the muscle and liver 
Now that you know 
the utilities of protein, 
you must be wondering 
if protein is the nutrient 
that you must 
concentrate on. and 
whether taking protein 
in large amounts is of 
any use Well, protein js 
like any other natnont, 
taking it in excess can 
pose a health hazard. 
Especially if you have a 
history of liver^kidiiey 
trouble. If these parts of 
your body are not in top 
gear, then too much of 
protein can turn out to 


be toxic, because the 
liver kidney cannot 
excrete the waste 
products. As it is, too 
much of protein waste 
puts undue stress on the 
functioning tissues of 
the liver and kidney 
Coining to the 
question of how much of 
protein is ideal As 
already discussed, the 
quantity you need 
depends on your 
lifestyle and your 
workout patterns. If you 
tire one of those wdio are 
thinking of an Arnold 
type body then you 
should put in 25'’( of 
proteins in your diet. 

But this is only if you 
are into a double split 
exercise routine, day 
after day. But if you 
happen to be one of those 
ordinary mortals who is 
just interested in good 
health, then 159i of 
protein in the diet is a 
safe bet. # 






H KHK are the rest 
of t.hf? queries 
sent in hy 
you .tcildyou 
thei‘0 were rnorf;' The 
first one* wo’Jl deal with 
this week is from Deha jit. 
Goswaini in Ckiwahati 
And >K?‘s wanlinfr a few 
elarilieatioris on scjine 
exercises Tilings iikt^ 
Cliins. flowing. 

Shoulder Press 

Dehajit, bet you doji t 
know that Ghins is just 
another name for 
fhill-ups Now that you 
do, it must be soineUiin^^' 
you've? been doin^ all 


Question Time II 


wfn^hts And the 
Shoulder Fiess is 
probably tlie nK)st bask: 
hai’btdl exerciser there us 
Just hold t he barbell up 
at slioulder U*vei and 
push it up t ill your arms 
are fully strai^’ht Then 
Iowt;r bar;k tcj the 
stai'iine; pc>siiu)ii 

Tha,t‘s all tke space we 
c;an flev()t(- t(j your- 
fpu'r'iiffi tins wef'k. 
Debajil. St.ay tuned in 
aiifl we'll taf:kIcyoLir 
ot hei- (pu'stions soim; 
time sotjn 

Letter No 2 this week 



along’! As for Rowing*, 
you’ve quite rightly 
broken it up into the: 
I'-hai’. Seated Cable and 
H(}n1-over varieties 
TIujy are all exercises 
where your arms, 
slujuldiM’s and upper 
t)ocly perform tfie basic 
movements of rowing a 
boat You (‘it.lier do it 
standing upright. bent 
ov(;r Irom 1 ht' waist or 
seated I hit the 
all-important as]x?el is 
that you work tht' 
muscles in a smootJi 
pull-push motion with 
relatively heavy 


one-day-on, one-day-off 
routine is best. So what 
you could do is work the 
abdominals and legs on 
Mondays, Wed nesday 
and F'ridays while 
devoting Tuesdays, 

Thu rsdays and 
Saturdays to the arms, 
stioulders and torso 
Tliat way you'll be doing 
a workout every day, as 
well as be giving the 
rnuscles a cbanc*e to 
recuperate 

As for your doubts 
about doing freehand 
e^cercisos befoi e 
graduating to weight 




BENT-OVER 

BARBELL 

ROWS 


IS from Angshurnan 
Chakraborty of Siligun 
and lie’s wondering how 
often he should work 
(nil So far, he’s been 
flexing those muscles ' 
fourdaysa 
week Mondays 
TutJsdiiys, Thur’sdays 
and Fridays and 
resting on the otiior 
three. 

We’ve said it Ixifore, 
Angshuinan. irius< les 
have got to get sufficient 
rest if you want them to 
grow If it’s heavy-duty 
weight training that 
you're into, then a 


training, it is 
recommended to let the 
muscles attain a certain 
degree of si r(?ngth and 
flexibility before 
subjecting them to 
tougher pressures. 
However, if you feel you 
are si r-oiig enough to 
handle the bar',ell, then 
feel free to dump the 
freehand stuff. 

The next letter is from 
Partha Sarathi Panda of 
Imphal. Just 15, he’s 
worried about being too 
thin at 43kg and 172 
cm Well, like we told 
some of our friends last 


week, don’t get too 
impatient. You’ve still 
got some gi‘owing years 
left in you, and if you 
stick to a 

fitness-oriented life 
therc?’s no reason w’liy 
you wan’t make 
heads -male and 
female!- turn when you 
walk by 

In th(} meantime, here 
are some freehand 
63xercises that’ll bulk up 
your upper body. 
Push-ups where you 
get down on the palms of 
your hands and touch 
your nose to the 
ground - are great for 
the shoulders and arms, 
So are Pull-ups We 
know they tend to get 
boring and don’t give 
fast results, but they are 
grea t foundalion 
buildei s In fad, if you 
can stick to them for a 
few yeai’S and top it off 
with high-iiitensity 
weight training once 
you get to be 19-20, 
there’s no way anyone’s 
going to kick ssand m 
your face. That’s when 
you’ll show them what j 
you’re really made off. 
Right on! 

And il'if' letter is 
from Aleya Duttof 
Calcutta An out-and-out 
fitness enthusiast, she’s 
very keen on trying her 
hand at weiglit training; 
but dofisn'l want to end 
up all muscle-bound, she 
says. Well, Aleya. don’t 
get put off by the 
thought of bulging 
muscles - -even to the 
t une of the lady pictured 
alongside—because it’s 
genetically impossible 
for you to be like men. 
3’he female musculature 
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is never goingr to 
respond to exercise—^in 
this case, pumpingr 
iron—like the male. 

So go ahead and get to 
grips with that barbell, 
maam. Not only will you 
be getting yourself 
fantastic muscle tone, 
you’ll also be growing 
stronger while you’re 
about it. And unless you 
are planning on 
spending the whole day 
at the gym. you’re never 
going to get 
muscle-bound. 

In fact, if you’re into 
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fitness so heavily, why 
don’t you try a 
combination of aerobics 
and weight training. 
That way you’ll never 
put on bulk. Do the 
aerobic workout thrice a 
week to keep the 
muscles lean and 
supple. And on the other 
days of the week, pump 
some iron to firm up the 
muscles. 

So, c’mon Aleya, go 
for it. Don’t get put off 
by what your pals say. If’ 
you're feeling up to it, 
grab a handfvQ of iron 
and work that body. 










PAUL 

GASCOIGNE 


T he question 
atiove. though 
funnily 
hramed.isa 
very 

pertinent 

one. It has not been 
much of a year for Paul 
Qasooigne. On the first 
day of ififil (roughly 
translated as New Year’s 
day), he was sent off 
during a league match 
for calling the referee a 
’cheat*. The next day he 
was told that this 
incident might 
Jeopardise his 
international career (not 
so as we will soon 
realise). Two days after 
that, the London police 
wanted to interview him 
tor edlegedly hitting a 
photographer with a 
handbag. 

There was more to 
follow. In tha Record 
Mirror readers’ poll for 
the year 1990, they 
voted him less likeable 
than Saddam Hussein, 
'niesameday, TheSun 
devoted four pages to 
the 'Great Oazza Debate’, 
which included a series 
of psyohiatrio diagnoses 
on the‘boy’. 

So eigain we ask the 
same question: Wozsa 
Matts with Oazza? Or, 
what makes Paul 
Gascoigne tick? The / 
negative feedback in the 


Th^ Tears of Turin. Gazza's famous with the 
garbage department as well 
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it’« good to 
booeoo 

wittiGaao 


' pronwi^. J^istheoe 
OawBotiKl^w 

Cteasa into 

tliie Mudifled stratoopto 
of aoooor itordam. 

Ilowluuii this 
hsppeosd toaohniite 
foulnumthsd ltd ftom 
Oateaheadv whohsa till 
so flkr had his brSias in 
his bO(tts? It aotualljr 
beganduring’tbs hosdjT' 
daysof Italia *90, 

Faul Qasooigns tumsd 
inavirtuoao 
. pstfomahosibrthe 
oritiea and ooontry. 

In ths ttiaudi againat 
the NetiMMrIainds, all be 
did was leave two Dutcdi 
(Mienders leaden footed 
with a kind swerve 
whk^Ebigdish 
fbotballeto (thick headed 
and fbarful as th^ are) 
were hitherto unable to 
do. 

Britain purred. Men - 
and wamsn alike, tuned 
an their TV sets. Then, 
in tise aend^finalt when 
he was booked and ruled 
outfbrapoesible 
partioipation in (he 
Finala, he cried. 

The Tears of Turin’ 
they oalled it. He was 
larger than lift itself. He 
was everywhere. Hewas 
important. His every 
word or deed beoame 
fodder for the gos84> 
ndlls. Whether it meant 
punohing up someone or 
cuddling up to Maggie 
Thatcher for a picture. - 
England is still stocked 
with Oassa mementoes. 

Every mi^r British 
tal)kdd»-tbs people who 
niaiBSarbreaka 
.personality—«hows 


almost a so.aoBlactiis^ j 
in sales wtenOaesn .' . "'i 
retakes the ftoot pigs, v 
When they pictured him 
crying in Torin,-fhe. 
di^a editionsold out 
The tabloid badio 
reprint the pfttureon i f ; 
ptdriio dsmahd>. And snwl 
'stnoehsendflosid toe' 
*^4’, (he'splafdKm ":'v; 
raportsd aB5 pefbent' -'I'i 
incrsassih'salBSiv'' ' 
Remarkable! - 

That is Oas^ the' ’ 
peiaonslity. Btttwhat 
(dbout Qsam thspscsoiiL?; 
WMl, tobe lumdst. tbsipe^ ^ 
ishot much depth hi ; ;i 
him. Duidijg 

oonversaticn he draws ’ 
inepiratiohftom. 
profanity, and he is hot 
always totally plesipht . ' 
Ha howevw. doesnot 
havstoommiy 
altmnatives. HSisa; 
spsoifteegMunpieOf 
Britain's workingMaaS’, , 
dan, ihbduaedby tte. 
BiitiMisduoatlan 
aratemandihe 
ooontrya i»evalant poor' 
eoanomy. 

Paul Qasooigna is not 

ftn mnhf^T^fftTtTwrf^f tfhft 

game, so why should we 
Mcpeot him to be one? 

IBs peers, on the 
oerntrary, believe thatbS 
speaks through.his 
performances. As fbr bis 
parftimaneae. aassa is w 
manttfsKtremes. When 
he plays heis etthsr 
go^watotal, 
ncn<entlty. RRMnhsis 
ihtarnrted, there is no 
one mors ocsnmttted. 
When his soooeif goes 
wrong, he reacts like a 
lout, a boor.. .crying and 


swearing. 

But Gazza is not 
always like this. 
Meaning totally thick. 
He carries about him a 
kind of street smart 
wisdom and can make a 
decent job of handling 
himself in situations, 1 
just try and keep being 
moself,’ he claims. 

He has also 
surrounded himself 
with a bunch of able 
advisors. In short, he 
does not want to go the 
George Best way. By the 
time Best was 
23 - -Gascoigne’s 
age—he had won two 
championships, a 
European Cup for 
Manchester United, and 
voted European 
footballer of the Year. 
Best went ahead and 
blew it just when he 
seemed to have 
everything. Gazza has 
yet to face that situation. 
He does not even have a 
guaranteed place in the 
English team. And that 
irks him. 

If he does want to win 


a major championship, 
it is highly improbable 
he will do it with 
Tottenham. When he 
came from Newcastle 
three years ago, as a 
major purchase of 
manager Terry Venable 
for £3.8 million Gazza 
thought he was joining 
a glamour club which 
was going places. It 
did.. .several places 
down the financial 
ladder and he has 
become a 
commodity. 

Tottenham Hotspurs 
pays Gazza a salary of 
$300,000 per annum. 
Whatever else, Gazza is 
capable of looking after 
his money, which is 
more than can be said of 
Tottenham. In their 
recent financial crisis, 
Gazza has become an 
asset—^along with fellow 
player Gary 
Lineker—which could 
bail his club out of 
financial trouble. 

Tottenham became a 
public company in 1983, 
but when it came to 



Lineker* the 
other supereter 
who's a 
ecepefloet in the 
Tottenham fiasco 
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business they were a 
pcrtential disaster. 

Within a year of beine^ 
formed the club 
incurred a debt of £5 
million. As the fortunes 
of Tottenham Hotspur 
pic. nosedived, their 
balance in the red went 
hig'her. Faced with an 
all-time high of £25 
million in debt, the club 
began to off-load its 
assets. The club training 
ground at Cheshunt 
went for £4.9 million. 

And there was nothing 
else in the treasury. 

Then suddenly there 
wasQazza! 

Prospective buyers 
ftnm the world soccer 
bazaars have already 

Tottenham Hotspurs pays Gazza a 
salary of $300,000 per annum. 
Whatever else, Gazza is capable of 
looking after his money, which is 
more than can be said of 
Tottenham 


placed their bids on the club itself. Like for 

table for the talented example, manager Terry. 
mid-fielder. But no one Venables and the 

knows which ciub will chairman of club iUfiairs, 

ultimately succeed in Irving Sohciar. Both are 

roping him in. part of a £20 million 

Apparently there are no consortium which is 
dearth of bidders: Lazio, attemiAingtobuy*and 
Juventus, Napoli, subsequently take 

Olympic Marseille and over-Tottenham. This 

Roma are all offering move adU also remilt in .. 

attractive pay packets. keeping Gazza back. 

This has compelled the Though they have yet to 

existing management at announce theinbid for 

Spurs to decide to 'sell’ the cilub, Venables oh 

Gazza as well as put out being asked the 

its second best player, muttered acryptic.'no 

namely Gary Lineker. comment’, 

on the stalls. But unions thifi 

This move has not met takeoverbid 
with much approval materialises, Scdomon 

from Gazza’s fans, the wcm’t face any proUems 

same people who love ifhe puts his two prime 

him, or love to hate him. assets up for sale. Last 

But for Tottenham, year, Spurs turned 

ohoioBs are ruiuning out down an attractive ofibr 

fiaat. Ltkeolub of £11 fo** 


ohairmaDi Nat Sokmum 
says, “It’s like playing 
Devil's advocate. How 
hard I try to ariah it 
away, it remains a foot 
that we will have to 
resort to some asset 
stripping. ld<mt rule ' 
that out and I don’t rule 
it in.” 

These words have a 
certain element of truth. 
The selling of Gazza and 
Lineker will not only 
wipe off the crippling 
debts but will also put 
the dub back on the road 
to financial recovery. 
The move to place Gazza 
on the auction blook has 
also met with equal 
reeistanoefrom 
personalities within the 







Gascoigne and £4.5 
million for Lineker. 

Both these offers came 
from Italy. Juventus 
wanted Qazza while 
Torino pursued Lineker. 
At one point. Juventus 
had offered $21 million 
for Gascoigne alone! The 
deal, if it.had come 
through might have 
relegated Saddam’s 
Invasion of Kuwait to a 
small report in the 
foreign news pages. 

However, through 
this, there are two feots 
that are quick to 
suggest themselves. 
One. more than 
Lineker it is Oazsa 
whose loss would most 
affect the dub’s 
landing. And two. it is 
evid«it that Gazsa’s 
popularity has crossed 
na ti on al barriers ahd / 
spiUsd into the rest '' 


Europe namely Italy. 
One sports writer aptly 
described him as, 
“Sporting a Vinnle 
Jones haircut and 
snorting freezing air 
from flaring nostrils, he 
is a raging bull among 
pussy-footing wimps.” 
The ‘wimps’ were 
obviously his teammates 
in the English side. 

Coming back to the 
transfer proceedings, 
Napoli too has pitched 
m. Napoli owner 
Abertino Bigon says, “If 
I had to pick one English 
player, it would be 


Gascoigne. He has the 
rare quality of skill and 
fantasy that we look for 
in Italian football.” He 
makes no bones of the 
that Gazza is one 
player who can replace a 
fast fading Diego 
Maradona. 

But if Napoli want him 
real bad then they have 
not reckoned with the 
efforts of Lazio, a dub, 
which wants him 
equally and Is talking 
real money. The 
Oazzetta deUoSportot 
Italy, duly reported a £7 
million bid 1^ Lazio ^ 


Gazza. This sum—imder 
intense haggling—rose 
to £8.5 million, and if it 
comes through could 
cause nightmares for 
Gazza’s only Italian 
friend Roberto Baggio 
as he would no Icmger be 
the world’s costliest 
player. Gazza himself is 
not stunned nor 
surprised at the amount. 
He merrily continues to 
rake in £2.5 million 
from endorsements and 
celebrity tq^pearanoes 
and has just signed a £2 
milllcm deal to promote 
Vauxhalloara. 0$her 
jnoduots are also 
clamouring for his 
attentkm. 

Qazza howwnr, dbOB 
not mask his kssnnsm > 
topl8yintheItzi^i|in..; 
lesKiw. Thelffdi^ 
eraul^ kive soo^i6aMililfe 
.hhnrtoriy pb s sa^ii *-’ . 


In a match against the Netherlands, 
all he did was leave two Dutch 
defenders leaden footed with a kind 
of swerve which English fnothallers 
were hitherto luiable to do. Britain 
purred 






Gazza in his younger days 



their fiery 
temperamental 
character. Qaeooigne 
himaelf claims, “Though 
I love playing in 
Englajid, I won't mind a 
seseicm or two in the 
Italian league. There is 
no doubt it’s the best and 
has place, only for the 
oream.” Italian coach • 
Aaeglio Vioini sunnisee. 
"Ta^ioally he is a little 
bit itndiaoiplined.. But as 
ft'natural. he is a best of 
tile beet.** 

Biitpldyingin 
ttiuropS’especially 
Italy—is not easy. 
’nureftate, Laaio'sbid 
if it does materialise, 
could he a risky one. ha 
Itaiy tiieve remains 
much aoaptioiam about 
tiwakiUaafBrttl^ 
{df^pere in Itahan cIvAib. 
Oa>y tasker bimarif 
tsstiflee.’l&Eur^, 


youareapaid 
jKOfeBSional who has to 
deliver all the time, or 
you are Cut." 

Lineker continues, 
"Why do so many 
British players fail? 
Because they fail to 
adapt. To have a 
successful career 
overseas, players should 
be able to apeak the 
language. Those who 
haven't learnt, haven't 
dcmetoowdl. ItwasUke 
that forms. Ididn'tllke 
it so I studied hard.” 
Lineker wants Oaaza to 
dotheaame. 


Is Qazaa equipped to 
cope in Italy? Barely able 
to converse in English, 
it is highly likely he 
would manage Italian. 
That and the fact that he 
would be terribly 
homeei<dc. They don’t 
Servea decent pint of 
lager in Italy, do they? 
However, recent reports 
of a Oaaza takeover by 
Lazio may be scotched. 
As the suldeot himaelf 
was recovering 'ahead of 
schedule’ in hospital 
following a double 
hernia operation. 
VenaUes confirmed, 'Tt 


doesn't look like 
anything is going to 
happen. ” But then 
maybe the Venablea 
consortium is 
determined to retain 
Gazza. 

And toOazza’a benefit 
too. For if there is mczre 
to him than the etermd' 
thicktaeBd that he is...It 
has yet to show itsrtf. 
Perhaps it migfatefter a 
spitdl in Italy. But if he' 
fails tiiere, the eeato 
Journalists whoariced 
why Biitteh soccer had 
not produced eaayone of 
tiae Ukei of Qazza before, 
would queue up to 
knxNdc him down. They. 
would imve their 
reasons: but sadfy, 

Qezza wiU not be allowed 
tohavehie. 



1 


Gasxa is a man extremes. When 
he pU^rs he is either good or a total 
non-imtity. When he is interested, 
thei^ is no one more committed. 
When his soccer goes wrong, he 
reacts like a lout, a bopr...crying 
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fa^etdinHie 

acGonOag to 
lobdl. Gr^. ' 

LeMcmd. • 
nVISS'nONtlift 


says 

%»i*«i9wdmost: ■ 

' **How mudk moaey 
doyoufmke? 

M SiSSAGiEao 
liomo-nuute 
T-i^rt'wornl^y 
IS-year^old 
Bulfarian . 
Maftdjdeoa 
Maloevaat the 1991 
Australian Op^: 
**No Communists ^ 
Save the Planet^.. 

CIKSTtetavisian 
I commerdid that 
Pete Sampras did; 
For the Red Cross. 

W HAT 11-time > 
ebampim 
Jdartiha 
.^MavratJtlQva, 34, 
iatitidehrange 
/ahbtlt the 1991 

i toumaiBei^t'Te 
'' seeJciadfier^s 
(Capriati) mothmr. 
She^sonAya’dpcq^ 
. of yeusohUrthan 


O NLY 
manu 


Vmanufacturer.in 
. the smrid whose 
teniiis halls have 
heehMsedfori^. 
laim4h;aBdSahm 
'tottRdMdeids: 


TRnnA 


1^- ■■1^' 
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T ennis star who 
took the time 
and wrote “pen pal” 
letters to several 
Operation Desert 
Storm soldiers 
during the Persian 
Gulf War: Jennifer 
Capriati. 
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Nayt«t£k(^ «(S^«, ^ 
ahe*s luiawered 
evtty kit<^ew « 
eyety tourhament 
for the past aeveQ 
or eijght years: ' 
^‘How much lo^er 
are you going to 
play?” 

THE first 
I question 
Martina 

Navratilova would 
ask Helen Wills 
Moodv. if she met 
her: “What was it 
like playing way 
back then?” 
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P LAYSatwhom 
SnaGarriaoft. /- 
inreiScts wfll bel^ 
risingstarcrf 
women’s tennis: 
Sabine A^EteisumSt: 
. ah lS-year<«l(illj^iNl|.; 
Beighim. 

TX>TAL humberjirf' • 
I pointstiui^Patai 
Shrivo' wonat The 
Dallas Shootout, an. 
tmsanctioned 
exhibitiiMi witiha 
single-eliminahuan,; 
<me-tiebreaker 
format prioc ^ 
final, where . 
"earned” $12,50^^. 


whorecmvedthe 
mostybtes ina. 
reoeiit|Kill^**Tlie 
sejEhnaspc^ 

persohalitiesof the. 








C ALLED up my 
mum the other 
day. And my col¬ 
leagues, being the 
jokers they are, taped 
my side of the conversa¬ 
tion. Said it was hila¬ 
rious. 1 don't particular¬ 
ly agree. Check out for 
yourself* 

“Hi mum. How’re 
things gett..." 

“What? But why do 
you want me to stop 
covering cricket, ma?” 

“Dangerous! Bush- 
fires and whirlybirds 
and snakes! C'mon 
mum, you've been 
watching too many 
movies “ 

“Oh that. Hey, I can 
explain all that, mum. 
See, firstly Australia are 
taking on — no, not 
attacking—West Indies 
in West Indies. And 
that’s halfway across the 
world. So there’s no¬ 


in the papers about Hea- 
ly—he’s an Australian 
player, mum—resuming 
thing for you to get wor- combat chopper—heli- his innings after a poiso- 
ried about.” copter, ma, helicopter— nous snake was killed 

“The bushfire? It in the first place. That’s and removed from the 
urasn’t a bushfire in the just another method pitch. That’s the first 
first place, mum. The those West Indian guys ti...” 
rain had seeped through use to dry the pitch. “Yes, mum.” 
the covers and wet the They hover very close to “No, mum.” 
pitch—no, no, that’s the the ground so that the “Okay, mum. I’ll take 
little bit in the centre turbulence created by extreme caution when 
where all the action goes the blades can help dry covering cricket match- 
on--and they were just the ground.” es in the future. I prom- 

trying to dry it out.” “You’re getting all ise I’ll run at the first 

“That’s how they do it worked up for nothing, sign of bushfires, duck 
in the West Indies, ma. mum. There’s nothing at the sight of whirly- 
They set fire to the pitch dangerous about cover- birds hovering close to 
in the hope .that the ing cricket.” the ground and tread 

flames will burn off all “Snakes?”, .stop snig- carefully in case of 
the moisture in the soil, gerring, you guys- poisonous snakes.” 

And it’s all very much in ... what, ma? Sorry, I “Got to hang up now, 
control. Nothing like a wasn’t speaking to you. mum. Bye. Take care. I’ll 
bushfire or anything.” I was telling the guys call again, soon.” 

“Whirlybird? Oh, you here to shut up. No, Click. “Phew! What’re 
mean helicopter..mum, I’m not being rude you guys laughing at!” 

“No, no, no, mum. It to them. What was that Do you find anything 
wasn’t any war or any- you were saying about funny? 
thing. It wasn't even a snakes? Oh yes, that bit Pradeep Paul 







My mother’s version of a bushfire...setting fire to the pitch to dry it Is an accepted practice in the West 
Indies but what about poisonous snakes on the pitch? 


PATRICK EAGAR 








Hospitalisation expenses, 
especially after retirement 
5 dimcult to bear. 

That’s why I will start 
providing for them, now! 




Never before an insurance 
scheme like this! 



BHAVISHYA 

AR©GYA 


After retirement, hospitalisation expenses can 
drain the family of its hard earned savings. That is 
why you should start preparing now to face any 
eventuality. 

GICs new unique BHAVISH\A 
A R©GY A can indadprovetobeyour 
support in times of need. 

You pay premium in affordableannual 
instalments auring your working life. 
AndBHAVlSH^ AR©GYAprovidesyou 
with hospitalisarion/domiciliary hospitalisation 
cjqiensesupmRs. 50,000 for the rest of your 
frm the retirement w you have sekcM. 

The limit per illness, l^ever, is Rs. 20,000. 


The retirement age selected by you could be 
any age between 55 years and 60 years. 

You can increase the benefit amount of 
Rs. 50,000 in multiples of Rs. 10,000 by paying 
additional proportionate premium. 

Premium varies with age at enm^ and 
retirement age sclcaed bv you. 

(Please refer premium table) 

What’s more, there is no need for a medical 
check-up. Even a statement of health is not 
required. 

In case you wish to withdraw from the 
scheme, or should the unforeseen happen to vou, 
a substantial portion of the premium paid will be 
reftinded to you/vour assignee provided no claim 
has been made till dicn. _ 

ANNUAL PREMIUM (in Rs.) per Rs. 50,000 lam insured 
INDICATIVE TABLE 

AgcolEncn' Retirement Age (Running Age) 

(Omiplacd 

Yran) 55 56 S7 5S 59 60 

2S 47 44 41 38 3.S 33 

31 88 81 75 69 64 59 

44 426 378 338 303 273 247 

.SO 1335 1073 889 753 648 564 

55 . - - - _ 1517 

One>nmr lump sum premium pavment fkiliix' also ax-ailablr 

Annual premium upto Rs. 3,OCX) is exempted 
from Income Tax under Section SOD. Group 
schemes with discount arc also available for 
corporate clients. 

Some of the other houschold/peisonal 
insurance schemes for you: 

Yearly MEDICLAIM to cover hospitalisation 
expenses for self and family. 


OVERSEAS MEDICLAIM to cover emergency 
medical expenses in foreign exchange while 
travelling abroad. 

HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE to 
cover loss against fire, lightning, floods, riots, 
strikes, burgwiy', etc. 

PROFESSIONAL INDEMNIH to cover 
against legal liability' for lawyers, doctors, 
accountants and others. 

PERSONAL ACCIDENT to cover disabilities 
or death due to accidents. 

For more information contact any office of our 
operating companies in your locality. 




GENERAL INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 

industrial Assurance Building. Churchgate, Bombay'400 020 
Operating Companies 


NATIONAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED 


THE ORIENTAL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMtTED 


UNITED INDIA INSIWANCE COMPANY UMITED 


R K SWAMY/BBIX) GIC S26 1 







Old Spice Body Talc for men 
The effect is sheer magic. 



A Menezes Shutton Enterprise 
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Yes. I am insured. My papa has 
bought me LIC's feevan Kishor 
Policy. Ws a new plan specially 
made for little children like me. 

So, when / grow up, I’ll get a 
lot of money and become a big 
man like my papa. 

Why not buy a feevan Kishor 
Policy for your children too? 
And make their dreams come 
true. 

For further details, contact the 
nearest LIC branch office or 
your agent or development 
officer. 


Gfe Jhsunmce 
Corporation of Jndia 

34 years in the business of life. 


JeeVan Kishor 
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Eves that could see the ball better than most other flannelled tools 





SUNIL GAVASKAR 








The Little Meeter et Bengalore 
after hie leet Teat for India 


i T is the ‘in' thing these days to 
celebrate anniversaries. It 
seems almost fashionable 
nowadays to be nostalgic about 
the ‘good ol days’. But some events 
are so important that they do 
I deserve to be remembered and 
celebrated as a major turning 
point in the sporting fortunes of a 
country. 

What happened on April 19. 
j 1971, marked a turning point in 
I the history of Indian cricket. 
Exactly 20 years ago, India 
completed a famous series victory 
in the West Indies The formidable 
Caribbeans, always too good for 
the Indians, had won all the five 
rubbers played btffore Worse still, 
in 23 Tests before the 1971 
rubber, India never oven gained a 
first innings lead 

India had scored wins over 
England, Australia. Pakistan and 
New Zealand Fiut it had been a 
long wait to get the better of the 
West Indies Now that long wait 
had come to an end. On March 10, 
1971, India defeated West Indies 
convincingly by seven wickets at 
Port of Spain in the second Test 
And on tlie same Port Of Spain 
ground India drew the fifth Test 
against all odds to take the series 
1 - 0 . 










Young Gavaskar before the 
Caribbean trip 

One of the chief architects of 
that notable triumph was a 
21 -year-old Bombay college 
student in his first series. In the 
second Test at Port Of Spain on his 
debut, he scored ^'"5 and 67 not out 
impressing no less a person than 
Gary Sobers with his strokes and 
temperament. But then so many 
Indian youngsters had faded 


away after an impressive start 
that we were a bit skeptical 

We need not have wornecl This 
youngster was something 
different S(*orcci a cjentury in 
the next Test match. He got 
another hundred in the Test 
following that And lu the: final 
Test of the series, he broke all 
sorts of batting records to make 
i 24 and 220 A tally of 774 runs 
was the highest evei* by a player in 
his first series and no one had hit 
















VIv Richards and Jeff Dujon 
greet Gavaakar after hla 29th 
century 

four hundreds in his first rubber. 

Sunil Gavaskar had arrived 
with a bang. And he did not fade 
away with a whimper. Far from it, 
he stayed the course for 16 long 
years, broke one batting record 
after another, and when he finally 
called it a day at Bangalore in 
March 1987, he had amassed the 
world records of 10,1 22 runs and 
34 hundreds. 

Other impressive records too in 
his name But then Gavaskar’s 
great record is not the only topic 
for discussion when analysing the 
momentous events of 20 year ago. 

The point to note also is that 
victory in West Indies marked a 
watershed in the history of Indian 
oricket- 

Let me illustrate with some 
tell-tale figures. Before the’71 
series against West Indies 
commenced, India had played 116 
Tests, won only 15 lost 49 and 
drew 52. By the time Gavaskar 
retired, India had played 246 
Tests. As many as, 40 had been 
won, 84 lost, 121 drawn and one 
match ended in a tie. 

Thus, the ‘Gavaskar Era 
figures read: India played 130, 
won 25. lost 35, drawn 69 and tied 
one. More than any other single 
cricketer Gavaskar has been 
responsible for raising Indian 
cricket’s stature over the last two 
decades. 

By his monumental deeds 
Gavaskar proved to Indian 
cricketers that nothing was 
beyond them. Let me point out a 
few dismal Indian “records", 
before Gavaskar made his enti y, 
India were all out for 58 and 98 in 
one match. In another, they were 
dismissed for 58 and 82 in a single 
day. On one famous occasion 
India lost the first four wickets 
without having scored a run. 

India lost all five Tests once. One 
defeat twice, all three Tests once 
and all four Tests once. One defeat 
by an innings and 336 runs the 
second heaviest suffered by any 
team in Test history 

Now to point out some examples 
of the transformation in the 
Gavaskar era. India had made six 


visits to England between 1932 
and 1967 w'lthout winning a Test. 
let alon e a series. 

India duly won a second series 
in 1986 and needless to say 
Gavaskar was a member of that 
team also. 

No one had scored 13 centuries 
against the West Indies. Gavaskar 
did This included three double 
centuries, again a feat beyond the 
reach of any other cricketer A 
century in each innings is a great 
feat. Only Gavaskar accomplished 
the feat three times. And 1000 
runs in a calendar year, another 
noteworthy ieat, has not been 
done by a batsman more than 
twice Gavaskar did it four times. 

With Gavaskar to lead them by 


example India learnt to chase 
daunting targets in the fourth 
innings. On three famous 
occasions India got to 406 for 
four, 445 all out and 429 for eight 
to win, lose and draw the match. 
Gavaskar got three-figure knocks 
on two of these occasions—his 221 
at the Oval in 1 979 being the 
highest by a batsman in the fourth 
innings of a Test match. It was 
^ ow our turn to win matches 
inside four days, to win by an 
innings and 100 runs margin and 
to dismiss opponents for 83 runs 
when they had to get only 143 for 
a win. 

By his personal deeds Gavaskar 
inspired his teammates to great 
feats. And so we had Vishwanath 






I 






and Venffsarkar crossing* the 
6000 run mark. And we had 
Azharuddin scoring three 
centuries in his first three 
Tests—a unique feat 

We had two Indian batsmen 
lasting out an entire day without 
being separated. And he showed 
that one could bat for ten and 
eleven hours. Our ability to play 
fast bowling improved by leaps 
' and bounds. After all, Gavaskar 
had shown the way Yes, in the 
long history of Indian Test 
cricket, now almost sixty years 
old. no other single player has 
done so much for so many. 

As the famous ad for a women’s 
cigarette in the USA goes: “You 
have come a long way, baby”. Yes, 











Indian cricket has come a longf 
way since that memorable day at 
Port Of Spain on April 19, 1971. 
Let us remember it this week with 
a glint in the eye, a lump in the 
throat and with a heart that is 
light. • 
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Memories... Memories. 



Some of the protagonists 
of India's triumphant 
West Indian campaign 
remember those 
unforgettoble days of 
glory ond dromo... 

ASHOK 

MANKAD 

M y memories of that visit 
are still vivid because of 
various reasons. The 
West Indians eat, drink and 
think cricket and are so 
warm - hearted tliat you don’t 
feel you arc in a foreign 
country. The conversation 
almost always goes on 
effortlessly and the place has 
groat natural and scenic 
beauty. 

By winning our very first 
game on the islands we started 
the tour on a very positive note 
Victory does a lot, you know, to 
bring the team members close 
together and the pressure on 
our captain and manager was 
considerably lessened by this 
win 

I can compare the whole trip 
to a batsman's innings and we 
immediately settled down. I 
still remember Alvin 
Kallicharran's brilliant half 
century in the first mnings of 
that match. In the seicond, he 
was comprehensively beaten by 
Vonky. 

I^ier that evening he was 
crying like a baby at a party 
hosted for the two teams. We all 
consoled him saying you have 
the talent and the backing of 
the right people who have 
taken notice of your abilities 
without realising, at that stage, 
that he would one day become 
the captain of the West Indies 


team. 

Somehow the West Indians 
have a soft corner for India and 
they like our style and nature. 

When batsmen of the calibre 
of Dilip Sardesai and Salim 
Durrani ventured to connect a 
hook Or a sizzling square - cut, 
they were lustily cheered by the 
West Indians who enjoyed the 
sight of thoir bowlers hanging 
their heads in shame after 
being treated harshly by our 
batsmen. 

They also <idinired Sunil 
Gavaskar’s teachnique. More 
than the runs and records he 
created, it was his ability to 
sway out of the line of the bail 
hurled at him playing without 
hnad gear, was what they 
admired the most 

When Gavaskar time and 
again frustrated tlit; fast 
bowlers the crowd however 
reacted quite unexpectedly. 
Tliey suddenly became totally 
silent 

Personally, 1 feel Sardesai 
was a biggei' hero than 
Gavaskar on that tour. 
Gavaskar was adept at wearing 
down the Ixiwlers with his 
technique and concentration, 
w^hile Sardesai 

counter- attacked with gusto. 

Time and again Sardi came to 
India’s rescue with bold strokes 
and I especially remember his 
brilliant innings of 150 in the 
first innings of the fourth Test 
at Bridgetown, Barbados, when 
India, chasing 501, were 70 for 
six at one stage. (Sardesai and 
Elknath Solkar added 186 runs 
for the seventh wicket and then 
Sardesai and Bishen Bedi put 
on 62 runs for the last wicket to 
help India avoid the follow - on. 
Bedi, in fact, was dropped first 
ball by Sobers.) 

In my own small way I too 
helped in India winning the 
series. After having a very 
good series at home against 
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Australia 1 had established 
myself and was chosen as an 
opener for the West Indies tour 

One particular incident 
would be interesting In the 
fourth Test at Barbados 1 
fractured my finger fending a 
ball from Uton Do we in the 
second innings. 

1 survived for 75 minutes 
against the quick bowlers with 
just one hand as they were bent 
on pitching the ball shot on the 
bouncy wicket. Only when 
Sobers introduced spin (in the 
form of Inshan Ali did I get out 
and that innings was my last 
on that tour.I made 8 in that 
knock). 

EKNATH 

SOLKAR 

I and others, who were my team 
members, are bound to 
remember the tour forever. It 


was a great occasion for Indian 
cricket as it produced the fii'St 
ever series win abroad and the 
first ever victory over the 
mighty West Indies 

It was a very satisfying lour. 
Sunil Gavaskar, whom 1 knew 



The Caribbean conquerors: 
The mighty 1971 Indian team 
that won In the West Indies 


from my schooldays as a 
determined player who grafted 
for runs, and Dilip Sardesai 
played very well. Personally tcx; 
it was satisfying and I got 
involved in two vital century 
partnerships with 
Sardesai —and in the Trinidad 
Test, which we won, I took a 
few (six in fact) good catches 
and also played a good knock i i 
55. 

I can still recall vividly the 
first innings of the first Test at 
Kingston. We were 70 for five 
when I went out to join 
Sardesai at the crease A1 ready 
we could hear talk in the 
pavilion that we looked no 
better than a club side 

MyP J. Hindu Gymkhana 
clubmate Sardesai luid hoard it 
too and it made us very 
determined to show the people 
what we were capable of. 
Sardesai told me, “Ekky, put 
your foot well forward and 
play The ball is doing nothing 
and coming on straight." 

I heeded his advice on a trac^k 
which resembled my 
gymkhana strip, went to the 
pitch of the ball and played it 
without hesitation We added 
180 - odd runs which helped us 
substantially to save the 
follow on which was a big 
morale - booster for the rest of 
the tour. 

Gavaskar played like a 
champion on that tour after 
missing the first Test duo to 
injury. Sardesai, more 
experienced than Gavaskar, 
attacked the bowling at will 
The wickets were good overall 
and the West Indies did not 
have bowlers like, Hall and 
Griffith. Both Shillingford and 
Dowe were quite nippy but 
short of experience 



DILIP SARDESAI 


ne Renalssattce Man 


ii The man who led the 
renaisaanoe of Indian 
cricket”. 

No, Vijay Merchetnt 
was not hailing Sunil 
Qavaskar. He was 
paying the ultimate 
tribute to Dilip Sardesai. 
After all, it was Sardesai 
who laid the foundation 
for the 1971 Indian 
victory in the West 
Indies. Gavaskar only 
added some gloss^to it. 

And yet the man who 
got the trail->-blazing 
912 in the first Test, 
who got three hundreds 
in all when they 
mattered the most, who 
showed his teammates 
the West Indian attack 
held no terrors of old, 
just about made it into 
the 16 - member team 
that was to tour the 
Caribbean islands. 

Sardesai, after being a 
regular in the Indian 
team until the mid 
sixties fell from favour 
as the decade drew to a 
close, thanks to a series 
of low scores. In fact, 
before the 1971 rubber 
he had played in only 
one of the preceding 14 
Tests and his career at 
30 seemed to be 
prematurely over. The 
combination of Wadekar 
(Captain) and Merchant 
(chairman, Selection 
Committee) however, 
made sure that he was in 
the team. His selection 
was about the only one 
criticised. 

Sardesai knew that he 
was being taken as a 
reserve bat. as far as the 
team's think tank went. 


With Viswanath, 
Wadekar, Jaisimha and 
Durrani in the middle 
order, his very presence 
seemed redundant. 

Dame Luck, however, 
smiled on him. With 
Viswanath injured, 
Sardesai played in the 
opening first-class 


game of the tour, scored 
97 and staked his claim 
for a Test place. Finally, 
Sardesai was included in 
the team for the fiist 
Test. And the rest is 
history. 

In scoring 212, 
Sardesai not only made 
micemeat of the West 






It was Dilip Sordesai who laid the 
foundation for the 1971 Indian victory 
in the West Indies. Gavaskar only odded 
some gloss to it • •• 


Indian attack, he also 
instiU confidence in the . 
others. From 75 five. 
India recovered to 387 
and l^m then on the 
tomists werea 
transformed lot. In the 
second Test Sardesai got 
112, in the third, 45 and 
in the fourth a great 
160, rescuing the 
Indians from the hapless 
position of seventy for 
six in the face of Windies 

601 for five declared. 

He rounded off the 
remarkable rubber by 
getting 75 and 21 in the 
final Test, but by now 
the focus had shifted 
from him to Gavaskar. 
For a youngster who 
came up with a 
monumental feat of 124 
and 220, Sardesai was 
momentarily forgotten. 
But Gavaskar himself 
IMud rich tributes to his 
senior Bombay 
colleague when on his 
retxim he admitted that 
“He had shown us the 
way”. 

Sardesai ended the 
rubber with 642 runs 
(average 80.28). Very 
briefly he held the 
record for the highest 
aggregate by an Indian 
batsman in a Test aeries. 
He then played a leading 
role in the triumph in 
Elngland later that year,, 
played one Test against: 
Tcmy Lewis’ English 
side at home in 
1972—73 and calledIta 
day. But Sardesai's 
name will forever be 
linked with Oavsekar’s 
whenever the 
Indiee tour Is diMtubasti'. 
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The advantage of a good start. The girl in the centre iane is off to a “flyer 
in a backstroke event at the World Championships 
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thrilled football-loving nations 
around the world, had been 
accused of taking cocaine after 
traces of the drug were found in 
his much put —upon system in a 
postmatch urine test. Not only 
that. Maradona was the subject of 
an investigation by Italian 
authorities into allegations that 
he was involved in a mafia sex and 
drugs ring; a police informant 
named him as the recipient and 
distributior of illegal drugs, and 
two women testified that they had 
been offered cocaine while 
spending the night with 
Maradona in a hotel. 

The Argentine hero denies 
everything. If found guilty on 
drug trafficking charges, he 
could face up to 20 years in jail. 

It is easy to see this as a classic 
example of a man overcome by his 
own dazzling success for whom, 
with no summits left to scale, the 
only course left is down. But it 
also a case of a man who was the 
victim of his own talent. 

His extraordinary ability 
brought him many rewards, but it 
also made extraordinary demands 








H e was always pushed 
hard by unscrupulous 
managers determined to 
pet the most from their 
mveslment. Discovered 
at the age ol nine while 
playing tor a junior 
Buenos Aires shanty 
town team called Las 
Cebollitas (the little 
onions) he was sooio 
introduced to ^-teroids, 
responsible for moulding 
him into the cube-hke 
shape he is today 


on him. Clubs bid fortunes for 
players with Maradona’s rare 
talents; but the high stakes have 
to be recouped, and it is the star 
players themselves who end up 
with a huge workload. Maradona 
suffered physically and mentally 


under the strain, and did not have 
the self —discipline to cope 

He was always pushed hard by 
unscrupulous managers 
determined to get the most from 
their investment. Discovered at 
the age of » while playing for a 
junior Buenos Aires shanty town 
team called Las Cebollitas (The 
little onions) he was introduced 
to steroids, responsible 
for moulding him into the 
cube—like shape he is today. If 
Maradona had continued to 
perform well for Napoli, all might 
have been well. But the slump in 
his fortunes seemed best 
symbolised in the World Cup, 
when he ended up crying like a 
baby. Soon he was being blamed 
for a slump in Napoli’s fortunes as 
well. But Maradona is used to 
being blamed. “It is very easy to 
speak about Maradona,” he said of 
himself last week. “But I don’t 
want to hear people talking about 
the dark side of Maradona." 

He has known every accolade. A 
practising Catholic, he has 
received more blessings from the 
Pope than Mother Teresa; his 











The game is up for Maradona 

^^TOW that ccxsaine has been found in Diego Maradona’s muoh*put-upon system, perhaps 
XN tim only refuge for him will be Japan. 

That is presuming and provided that the Japanese, who have been d a nglin g huge sums of 
money in front of 1^ to play in what woixld amount to exhibition games, remain interested, 

' after his latest fall from grace. 

That he is clearly finished in Italy will not trouble Maradona. Though his oontraot with 

Napoli still has a couple of years to run, the romance has been dead for some time, and he had 

already announced his determination to leave, perhaps for Argentina, at the end of the 
season'. 

Yet what a romance it has been t Thanks to Maradona and his gezdus for scoring and 
creating goals, Napoli have twice won a championship which, imtil he arrived in 1984 for a 
king’s ransom, was no more than a mirage. 

The second championship, won last season, was in fact something of a two-edged sword. It 
brought about Napoli’s participation in the Bmopean Cup, and one of the strangest, most 
significant, episodes in the little Argentine’s troubled career. 

Having arrived back outrageously late for pre-season training, having time and again 
ducked training in Naples, Maradona was left out of the team to play Spartak in Moscow. 

What did he do but t\mi up in his own private plane, show his wife round Moeoow in the 
small hours and manage to talk his way into the team, to the fPry of the directs. 

We probably demand too much of our stare. The Jotm McEmoe syndrome is highly 
relevant. McEnroe has time and again been forgiven for his outimrsts and escapades. By and 
large, however, we seem to expect our sporting heroes to set us standards off the field and on 
it. 

When they come hrom a backgroimd siich as Ma r ad on a’s, the expectation seems tmreal. 
Born nearly 31 years ago in the slums of Buenos Aires, one of eight children, he has always 
been essentially the Buenos Aires urchin. 

Pele, you might say, would never have punched the goal which Maradona ao oontroversially 
scored against England in the Aztec Stadium in the 1986 World Cup. Still less would he have 
attributed it to the hand of God. 

But Maradona’s behaviour is all of a piece. Before the 1990 World Cup final, when the 
Argentine team was training on Rome’s grounds at ’Trigoria, he was involved in a violent 
brawl with security guards after his brother had driven.his Ferrari out of the gates, to be 
turned back by the police. When another brother was being jeered by louts on the terraces, 
while playing for hia club in Buenos Aires, Maradona and his friends slmiJy steamed into 
them. 

Yet there is another, boyish, almost innocent, side to him. Perbape, had he not been avibject 
to such a dreadful catalogue of injuries, his latest disaster would not have befallen him. The 
back, the knee, the ankle. You name it, Maradona has suffered it. 

Cortisone has been a dubious friend. He limped his way through most of tiie World Cup 
finals in Italy, yet still, with a b\irstof brilUanoe, made the goal for Caniggia which took 
Argentina to the final. This whole season he has played virt\ially standing still, but noueAbe 
leas made and scored goals of remarkable quality. 

Beginning almost as a child with Argentinos Juniors, Msrad on a came under the aegis of a 
curious figure celled Crysterpiller, mi overweight,crippled young man who hdbtded along, 
always beside Maradona, a kind of comtdnatimi of agent, mmitor and gray eminenoe. In due 
oourae, he would disappaar. 

When Argmtina were dravm againet Italy in the worldCupaemi-final, My ad on a was 
lured into an expensive false move. Trying to exploit the prejudice of the Ita li a n north against 
the south, he publicly exalted the NeopoUtan crowd to cheer Argentina rather than Italy, 
since Italy as a whole had sold them short. 

The cocaine “habit” so depressingly common scane years ago in the Amerioan gridiron 
game, la scarcely known in professional football, and may be taken as the mark of Maradona’s 


despair. 

Yet when all is said and done, he has been for and away the outstanding footballer of his 
generation and one of the greatest of all time, an aeto iii^ i n gcom p ound, at hie best, of skill, 
spded, courage and a Ughining intelligence. Some may foel he has exploited the gaine. Others 
may see him, however ribh, as some kind of a victim. 







country’s president appeared 
sycophantic in the way he courted 
Mar^ona’s approval, appointing- 
him as a special “roving 
ambassador” for Argentina; even 
Cuba’s Fidel Castro was an 
admirer and had called him by the 
familiar “tu" during one meeting. 

Maradona married a 
glamourous blonde, had millions 
in his bank account, several 
luxurious homes and a fleet of 
sports cars. He had achieved his 
one simple aim: of ranking with 
Brazil’s Pele in fame. But 
Dieguito, as he had come to be 
known in the Buenos Aires slums 
from whic’ii he had risen, was not 
happy. The reverence of millions 
around the world was no longer 
enough for the footballing god of 

no. 

He had been speaking of 
retiring, a prospect now 
increasingly likely, or of going to 
Japan for a more leisurely 
footballing career. At times he 
suggested he would return to his 
native Buenos Aires to play 
demonstration matches for 
Juniors, the team in which he first 


E lsewhere Maradona 
was reviled as a 
proven cheat, whose 
scandalous antics on the 
pitch, such as 
pretending to be scythed 
down when in the 
penalty box, could only 
bring shame on the 
game. 


caught the attention of football’s 
gnrus 

Plagued by a bad back, which 
had needed ample dosing.s of 
cortisone, the painkiller, before 
each match, he was beginning to 
feel the physical toll of the years of 
international football With three 
pins in his left ankle, which was 
shattered by a particularly vicious 
kick during a match in Spain, 
Maradona had taken more knocks 
than most. 


He began to skip training. He 
seemed to be spending more time 
in Buenos Aires visiting his 
parents than in Naples; and soon, 
inevitably, he became embroiled in 
a row with the club management 
which fined him more than once 
for jeopardising the team’s 
performance in key matches. 

All this seemed like ingratitude 
to Maradona. The Napoli football 
club had paid a record $13m for 
him in 1984. But the gamble soon 
paid off and his magic produced 
soaring ticket sales. With 
Maradona at the core of their 
team, Napoli, which had won the 
Italian Cup only twice before his 
arrival, began routing its 
opponents with monotonous 
regularity. To thousands of 
Neapolitans, Maradona beceune as 
Hi uch of a god—figure as he was 
to millions of Argentines back 
home. 

Perhaps Maradona felt he 
deserved to be able to take things 
easy. Whatever the case, he had 
taken to finding his fun, 
according to Italian reports, in the 
seedy back streets of Naples. 





H aving grown up in the slums 
of Buenos Aires, Maradona 
was as streetwise as footballers 
come. But fame had changed his 
life; he had become used to the 
adoring attention of his fans and 
had little experience of betrayal. 

Recently, an article called “sex, 
drugs and goals” in Milan’s 
weekly Epoca, linked Maradona to 
CarmelaCinquegrana, a 
47-year-old Naples brothel 
madam. She was detained with 
eight others on suspicion of 
involvement in a cocaine 
smuggling network in the French 
cities of Marseilles, Lyons and 
Nice. Maradona was forced to 
spend three hours with an 
investigating magistrate, 
explaining his position. 

To some of his Naples fans it 
smelt of a frame-up. During the 
World Cup in Italy last year, 
Maradona had outraged the 
Milanese, who see their city as the 
capital of northern Italy, with a 
call on Naples to root for 
Argentina in its match with Italy. 
He was hoping to capitalise on 
traditional antagonisms between 
the Italian north and south. 

While Maradona hints darkly at 
a conspiracy to ruin his caieer, 
the testimony of others is harder 
to dismiss. A Brazilian prostitute 
Maradona accepts a shirt from 
Sampdoria chief Numez before 
signing for the club 


described how he paid her £400 
for a night during which he 
invited her to take drugs wth him. 

The local media had a field day, 
digging up stories about his 
supposedly wild sex life. A total of 
seven girls were reported to have 
gone to the police with stories of 
nights spent with Maradona. 

His passion for womanising was 
no secret. On one occasion, he 
flagged down a passing bus of 
journalists after spotting a 
particularly shapely Mexican lady 
aboard • His penchant for 
performing in training sessions 
whi le under the lens of a pretty 
photographer was also legendary: 
and he never denied stories of 
exploits with expensive call girls, 
known in Italy as “Diego’s 
Ladies". 

In a way this was expected of a 
macho Latin footballer. But the 
accusations of drug-taking were 
more serious. 

With an air of bewildered 
innocence, the man who once beat 
five English defenders in one run, 
shrugs off any accusations of 
wrongdoing, while not denying 
that he has unspecified “vices”. 
“But they are the same as any 
businessman or anyone else 
might have. I would never take 
drugs,” he told Italian journalists 
last week. “I am incapable of 
bringing so much shame on my 
children.” 



He also laughs off suggestions 
that he is involved with the mafia. 
As a local celebrity, it would have 
been difftcult for Maradona to 
escape rubbing shoulders with the 
camorra, as organised crime is 
known in Naples. In 1986, he was 
photographed smiling at a party 
given by the infamous Carmine 
Giuliano, boss of the city’s 
Forcella quarter, where massive 
drugs, sex and smuggling rackets 
are based. It was then that police 
started to build up a dossier on 
him. 

By the time of the World Cup in 
1986, the magic in Maradona's 
relationship with his adoptive city 
was fading fast. CristinaSinagra. 
an 18-year-old shop girl, claimed 
Maradona was the father of her 
baby, whom she had 
named Diego She 
had met Maradona, she claimed, 
at a Christmas party and had been 
dumped shortly afterwards. 

Half of Naples stood up for 
Sinagra when she took Maradona 
to court to sue for child support 
Others branded her as a scheming 
gold-digger. Maradona refused to 
take a paternity test. 

Before long, Maradona was 
married to Claudia Villafane, a 
Childhood sweetheart from the 
slums of Buenos Aires. Theii’ 
wedding cost $2 million .Jumbo 
jets were chartered to fly guests 
over from Italy to Argentina. 

To most Argentines this seemed 
the epitome of success. The 
footballer also seemed a model of 
filial devotion, having moved his 
parents I'rom their shack in the 
slums into a sumptuous villa in 
the middle class Devoto district. 

Elsewhere Maradona was 
reviled as a proven cheat, whose 
scandalous antics on the pitch, 
such as pretending to be scythed 
down when in the penalty box, 
could only bring shame on the 
game. But few could doubt he was 
an extraordinarily gifted 
footballer, perhaps the greatest 
talent to emerge since Brazil’s 
Pele. 

“I tise to love that boy,” said a 
disconsolate waiter in Buenos 
Aires, sadly clearing away coffee 
cups. “Now he is lost; he had 
thrown it all away. He will never 
recover again " • 









OBITUARY 


BILL PONSFORD 


ANOTHER TIME, 
ANOTHER PLACE 


He was born in North Fitzroy, Melbourne in 1900. Christene d William 
Harold Ponsford. Known in later life by team-mates as *‘Puddin. ” 














H e was eight-years old when Donald George Bradman was born at Cootamundra. 

Tliree and a half decades later, the world’s best bowlers agreed unanimously 
that, given a choice of whom to bowl to, they would choose Bradman, not 
Poneford. Bradman, they reckoned, gave them some chance, Ponsford none at 
all. 

Ponsford went to Alfred Crescent Scihool and began playing first grade cricket 
for the Melbourne Club, St. Kilda, at 16. An introvert, his shyness was sometimes mistaken 
for a suspicious nature. Even in later life, he was always very reserved. Teammates would say 
it took the duration of an overseas tour, with its long sea voyages, to gel to know him. 

Photographers assigned to cricket grounds would wait to capture his facial expressions, 
but the wily Ponsford would tackle them in his own style. Making his way to the wicket, he 
developed the method of pulling his cap low down over his eyes to thwart them. Tlie peak of 
his cap never seemed to hamper him once he took block at the start of an innings As his 
innings progessed, he would simply tug on the c ap so that the peak w^ent, by degrees, further 
round in the general direction of his loft ear 

Cricket writer Ray Robinson noted this with amusement. He reckoned one need not look at 
the scoreboard to see how far Ponsford had progressed in an innings *‘lf you saw the peak at a 
rakish angle behind his left ear. you knew he was heading for a second hundred 
The only batsman to score more than 400 in an innings on two occasions, he had to break 
the world record for a first class knock to win a spot in Vurtona's Sheffield Shield side. When 
Victoria played New South Wales in 1926, he had scored 352 when he muttejred, "Cnpes, Tm 
unlucky,” when his bails were finally dislodged Victoria scored 1107, but Ponsford was 
disappointed that he had not been able to tetter Arctue Macilaren’s record individual score of 
424, made in 1985 

Actually Ponsford had scored 429 against Tasmania four years earliei', in 1922. The 
Australian Board recognised that as a first class game, but Lord's did not. Then, while 
Bradman was making his maiden first class century in Adelaide in 1927, Ponsford scored 437 
against Queensland in Melbourne. From England, Maclaren was the first to cable his 
congratulations 


His bat was a mighty weapon, a two pound ten ounce lump of 
timber that was nicknamed *Big Bertha* by admiring teammates 
and despairing opponents. Rivals used to joke that nis bat was 
wider than the laws of cricket permitted 


Ponsford scored 13.819 runs in first class matohes for au average of 65.18 and 2122 runs in 
29 Tests at an average of 48.22. Ilis bat w^as a mighty weapon, a two pound ten ounce lump of 
timber that was nicknamed, ‘Big Bertha' by admiring teammates and despairing opponents. 
Rivals used to joke that hie bat was wdder than the laws of cnckel permitted. 

Then one day a Sydney* umpire measured his bat and found that Ponsford had hit his drives 
in the meat of the bat so often that the edges, witfi the pressure, had actually spread further 
than the legal wndth. Thei-f was scarcely a red mark of the ball on the edge of the bat. but to 
the accompaniment of raucous dressing room laughter, the edges were scraped back to the 
permitted width, using bottle tops 

Ponsford was not normally associated with controversy, but in 1928, writing for a now 
defunct ‘Heraid’ newspaper in Melbourne, he said of Harold Larwood that he was 'not as fast 
as may be thought.’ 

Two years later, when Ponsford was suffering from gastric trouble before the Leeds Test, a 
Yorkshire newspaper tactlessly suggested that he was dodging Larwexid. The barb stung 
him. When he encountered the English fast bowler, during the Oval Test. Ponsford took two 
boundaries off his opening over, scored 110 of Australia’s first 159 and reached his hundred 
in only 135 minutes. 

Douglas Jardine once made the mistake of calling him slowTooted. but. in 48 Test innings, 
he was only stumped once. He was never out Ibw He was to retire at the age of 34, but in his 
last two Tests against England in 1934, he and Bradman scored 839 in two consecutive 
partnerships. At Leeds, they came together aft er the fall of the third wicket and raked the 
English bowling for 338. Their second wicket partnership at the Oval then added 451 and 
their average scoring rate during those two Tests was 80 runs per hour. 

They tell an amazing story about Ponsford volunteering for the Royal Austrtilian Air Force 
during the second World War. Doctors, amazed at the discovery that he was colour-blind, 
asked him how he had managed for so many years to score runs against the best bowling 
attacks in the world. 

To which Ponsfoi'd replied simply, “I never noticed the colour of the ball, only its size.” 

David McMahon, Molboumo 




Interesting' 


snippets from the 
world media 
that we normally 
don’t get to 
hear about.... 


CHESS & CRICKET? 

I MAGINEtwo tihess 
teams contesting a 
cricket final! Strange 
but true, for at the 
Indian Gymkhana, 
Bombay the senior and 
junior teams of the 
Maharashtriya Chess 
Association of the Blind 
played in the final of the 

cricket tournament. 

And the organisers? 










:ippeai‘ worlds apart, but 


present in cricket, and 


the physical in chess 
though it is not obvious. 
Top Grandmasters take 
to rigorous outdoor 
sports such as tennis, 
swimming and even 
soccer to stay mentally 
fit. Congratulations to 
Maharashtnya Chess 
Association of the Blind 
for driving home this 
point. 

MESSY BUSINESS 

/ RVING BROWN, an 
English 

malti-milUonaire who is 
based in the United 
States, is interested in 
buying Tottenham 
Hotspurs, the debt 
striken English 
first’division team. He 
has emerged as the 
potential saviour of 
Spurs who have plunged 


more than £13 million 




business ventures 
proved to be failures. 

Brown, a dl^year-old 
businessman, owned 17 
per con t of Spurs, shares 
during the '80s and now 
wants to take over the 
club. He said, ‘Thave 
sufficient funds to go into 
the bid myself. 

Tottenham are in hell of 
a mess and it IS a 
disgrace that such a 
great club has fallen to 
such depths. ” 

PLAY BAIL, BUSH 

L ast WEEK the 116th 
season of baseball 
started with eight 


games being played on 
the first day. US 
President George Bush, 
tossed out the first ball 
in Arlington, Texas, 
when the Milwaukees 
Brewers played the 
Texas Ranges, oo-owned 
by Bush’s son George. 

FAST FACTS 

H ere are some crazy 
statistics for all you 
marathoners: 

The highest prize 
, money for marathon 
winners in the USA: 
Boston $55,000: New 
York $26,385 plus a car. 























Largest US 

marathons: New York: 
23,774: Loa Angeles: 
14,115 participants. 

Approximate water 
consumed by a 
marathoner: 1,8 quarts. 

Approximate water 
loss by a marathoner; 1 
quart. 

Money spent on 
athletic footwear in the 
US: $11.7 billion. 

Money spent by an 
individual: $47.04. 

President George 
Bush, starts off the 
116th baseball season 
in the US 


SPORTING DEFECTIONS 


Albanian 

Amld-llelder, Josep 
Cjercji was injured in a 
car accident when he 
defected following an 
European 


Championship 
qualifying match. 

The S6-year-old soccer 
player left his Paris 
hotel after playing with 
his national team 
against France and was 
heading for Brittany, 




Oee Bee Tournament for 
which he was a favourite 
in his category. The 
28'year-old and two time 
Pan American champion 
slipped away ft*om his 
hotel room and did not 
show up for the semi 
final bout and in the 
bargain lost his chance 
of winning a medal. 




where he intended to ask 
for political asylum. 
I'hree other members of 
the lB*man squad 
defected to Switzerland 
en route to Paris. 

While on the topic of 
defection there is 
another: Cuban super 
heavyweight boxer, 
Jorge Gonzales defected 
to Finland during the 

Marathoners In the US 
are Into spending big 
money on footwear, 
but they are also 
raking In the dollars 


S quash has a 50>50 
chance of being 
played in the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta, 
according to Roger 
Eady, President of the 
International Squash 
Players’ Association 
(ISPA). 

Eady said, ""In Atlanta, 
there’s a very, very 
strong jxiBBibility that 
squash will become an 
Olympic sport. Squash 
fits in perfectly with the 
requirements for an j 
Olympic sport—it’s 
young, active, vibrant 
and it’s clean. There are 
no drug problems.” 

I 


VODKA FOR SALEI 


T he SOVIETS are I 

never short of 
innovative ideas. Take I 
the women’s rugby team 
on lour in Britain. They 
arrived for the Rugby 
World Cup with no 
money for food! So what 
did they do? Coolly 
reached into their bags 
and came up with bottles 
of vodka, caviar and 
sports gear—all for sale. 


























THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEE TO GREEN 


In a Mirror 


Watch and Learn 


When b*o weather forces roo indoors, constructive 

PRACTICE IS STILL POSSIBLE. IN FRONT OF A MIRROR TOUCAN 
CHECK MANY things; TOUR GENERAL SET-OP. POSTURE 
AU6NMENT. AND BALL POSITION TO NAME BUT A FEW 



Everyone can learn a ■ jjjt .However, ensure 

LOT SIMPLY BY WATCHING I TTIAT YOU COPY A 

THE SWING Of TOP I BIM IUR SWING PLANE 

PROFESSIONALS WHEM I If ^uLll J TO YOUR OWN. IF YOU 

YOUNGER I NEVER ARE FAIRLYTAUSTUDY 

HESITATED TO COPY K^\ AA SOMEONE UKE GREG 

SOMETHING I THOUGHT NORMAN, SHORTER 

COUUJHELPMY / I V-V/' y > PEOPLE CAN LEARN 

GAME. / ill ,/17' / \fROM.SAY. IAN 

Mi //' //' \ WOOSNAM. 





/ I 





Shut that Door 




_Think or THIS AS A swin^. ,ng 

DOOR, OPENING AND CLOSING 
AROUND iris HINGES-ABEAUT laiLLY 
SIMPLE MENTAL IMAGE ALSO 
CONVETING THE CORRECT TEMPO 
OF THE SWING. 


\ 


Th£ ULTIMATE GOLF SWING IS ONE 
IN WHICH the TURN OH THE BACK- 

SWING IS exactly reproduced 
coming DOWN SO THAT THE 
CLLiSHEAD IS APPUEDSQUARECY 
TOTHEBALX.. 


















READERS’ 


QUESTIONS 


I ln Sri Lanka 
. which sport is 
referred to as 
“Gudu”? 

2 What is 
• common to 
“The freak of 
nature”, “The 
deformed one” and 
“The fool”? 

3 Which 
. ex-tennis 
star’s first recorded 
‘disc’ was “Globe 
Trotter Lover”? 

4 Which tennis 
. player said 
about another, 
“Everytime I see 
her, her shoulders 
are still about three 
inches wider! I was 
growing too at her 
age, but enough’s 
enough”. 

5 Name the 
. venue where a 
complete day of 
Test cricket has 
been lost the most 
number of times 

6 Who was the 
. first Indian 
chess International 
Master? 

7 What is 
• special about 
the following 
sports 

personalities: W.G. 
Grace; Rick 
Charlesworth; Vece 


★ WIN RS 300! 


If your quiz is selected 

(1) All entries must be neatly typed. 

(2) The maximum number of 
questions is 50. 

(3) Quizzes on specific sporting 
topics will be given preference, that 
is, each quiz should deal with one 
particular aspect of sport. 

(4) Questions which have already 
appeared in the column will be 
discounted immediately. 

(5) Send in your entries with full 
name and address to: 

Sportsworld Readers’ Quiz 

6, Prafulla Sarkar Street, 

Calcutta—700 001 

(6) As we can only publish 52 quizzes 
annually, the best will be chosen. 
The Editor’s choice is final. 


ANSWERS 


1. Kabaddi. 

2. Alt are nicknames of Bra 2 ilian football star, 
Garrincha. 

3. Illie Nastase. 

4. Pam Shriver about Gabriela Sabatini. 

5. Old Trafford, Manchester. 

6. Manuel Aaron (1960). 

7. All Doctors. 

6. Lausanne, Switzerland. 

9. Pietro Mennea of Italy. 

10. Monopoly. 

11. Richard bvans. 

12. Bjorn Borg. 

13. Roy Emerson of Australia. 

14. E.A. S. Prasanna 

15. Fanny BlankersKoen. 


IMS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY: 

RAJIBBARfllMf 

33«XII,A.K.JIZA0IUMUI. 

REHABAm. 8I1WAHAYI. ASSAM 781008 

All ancwors Mnt in by the csonirlbuior 


Paes; Socrates and 
Roger Bannister. 

8 Where are the 
• headquarters 
of the International 
Olympic 
Committee? 

9 Name the 
. athlete who 
has the distinction 
of competing in five 
Olympics. 

■4 ^ Name the 
J- w • must 
popular indoor 
game of the world. 

1 -4 Who is the 
J. . CO —author 
of the book “Vijay 
Amritraj-An 
Autobiography”? 

•4 O Whose 
J. ^ . book on 
tennis 

CO—authored by 
Gene Scott was 
entitled' My Life 
and Game?’ 


.4 One of 
JL O . Vijay 
Amritraj’s coaches 
won 28 Grand Slam 
titles .It was a 
recoid win. Who 
was he? 

■4 A Whose 
J. ^. autobiogra¬ 
phy is titled “One 
More Over’ ? 

4 pr Which 
X O • famous 
sprinter has a 
nickname as 
Marvellous Mama? 
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KEN NORTON 



‘I look a lot 
lor granted’ 


Nearly paralysed by a car accident, Ken Norton 
who broke Muhammad All's jaw, is slowly picking 
up the pieces of his life 


Tell us about your relationship with Ali, 
Foreman, and the other great 
champions. 

The thing was that even though 
we were very competitive, we were 
still very good friends. We just 
made a video called “Champions 
Forever”. It was Ali, Frazier, 
Foreman. Holmes and myself. You 
would have to say that everyone 
got along well. When we would 
fight, it was like two lawyers in 
court. When you get in the 
courtroom, you battle You go for 
each other s throats You’re trying 
to win. When the boll rings, the 
fight’s over You come out. You’re 
friends. 

Did you go out socially with any of the 
fighters? 

Yes With Joe Frazier And.jii 
fact, I just came back from a thing 
in Seattle, Washington, where Ali 
was voted fighter of the decade 

Since your retirement, you've been 
involved heavily with exercise and 
body-building. Tell us how you got 
involved and what your current diet 
and exercise routine consists of 
regularly. 

At first, I started a company called 
the Ken Norton Novelty Company. 
I then went into sports 
management. I then got hurt in a 
car accident After 2-1 >2 yeai's and 
not being mobile, when I became 
mobile again, I decided to open a 
health club because I thought it 


would help me tc^ get back to what 
I wanted to be Right now I have 
Ken Norton’s Gold’s Gym It’s 
more of a health club. My oldest 
person here is a lady who is 
eighty-three or eighty-four. And 
she’s veiy active She’s here 
everyday And since I got hurt, 

I’m more into the body. 

What are your plans for the future? 

As 1 told you, 1 was in that car 
accident; 1 walk okay but not very 
well yet. I can’t run yet. My next 
thing is to get bacjk where J can 
run again. 

What exactly is wrong with your legs? 

I don’t know exactly because I lost 
my memory from 3 months beiore 
the fUK-ident to 2 yeai s after the 
accident. They say I wtis going on 
the fre<?way in L.A Soineone saw 
me go over the embankment 
which is like a 35 degree cingJe to 
the bottom and I hit a trf3e at the 
bottom. J was paralyzed for a year 
and a half to two years Broke my 
]aw I had a skull fracture Broke 
my leg. 

Was it through surgical techniques 
that they were able to get you back in 
shape? 

Yes For the head they operated on 
the skull from the side and filled 
the holes in. 7'hry wired my jaw 
back up. My leg wat; in a cast for a 

Champions All; (From Left); 
Muhammad Ali, Joe Frazier, Ken 
Norton and Larry Holmes 


long time. I was in bed for like a 
year and a half when I was 
paralyzed. Time and God helped 
me. 

Did you work with a physical therapist? 

Yes, but I quit I didn't have any 
mind lying there after 2 years. If I 
knew you and you came, I would 











recog^nia^ you. 1 would speak and 
after five sentences I would forget. 
So the thing was that I didn't want 
to go to therapy. Otherwise I did it 
all myself. I went to therapy, 
maybe 3 months, or less than that, 
and the rest I did all by myself. 
Looking back oh your career, do you 
have any regrets? 

My main regret looking back at 
my career is that I really didn't 
apply myself as much as I should 
have. I took a lot for granted. By 
being an individual that things 
kind of came easy to. physically, I 
never took advantage of it. I took 
it for granted. I felt I could have 
done a lot better if I had worked 
harder I felt I hadn't sacrificed 
enough. But the thing that's good 
is now I can tell my son. Ken 
Norton Jr, about sacrificing. He 
saw, as it was explained to him, 
what I dad and what I didn’t do or 
what you have to do or what you 
don’t have to do. It’s making him a 
lot better athlete now. He plays for 
the Dallas; Cowboys 

What did you do mentally and 
physically in your training that made 
you one of the few men to beat All 
when Ali was in his prime? 

I read a book called ‘Thank and 






Grow Rich. *’ I became a firm 
believer in Napolean Hill. And by 
reading the book, I got to the point 
where I felt no man could beat me. 
And that I was as good as any 
man. When 1 fought Ali the first 
time, everyone expected me to 
lose. To me, it was an honor to be 
in the ring with a man of that 
caliber Putting me in the ring 


Ken Norton (left) during his 
younger days lands a punch on 
Randy Cobb, a fight that he won 
by a split decision 


with that caliber meant that they 
thought more of me than people 
seemed to realize. That lifted me 
up 

What do you think about Foreman’s 
comeback? 

I think he’s legitimate. He's even 
more powerful now than he was 
then. He lifts weights. He’s 
bigger, stronger, slower. But the 
pioint is, you have to come in to hit 
him On the way in, you almost 
certainly will get hit 

Tell us about the feelings you get when 
you are in the ring? Are they 
exhilarating? Do you even feel fearful 
and do these feelings contribute or act 
as a deterrent to your overall feeling? 
There really is no place for fear 
going into the ring. But by being 
afraid a little bit, it helps. When a 
dog or a cat is afraid, he fights 
like heck when he's cornered. But 
when he's out. he can move 
around. He's not afraid. Same 
thing with a man. When you’re 
cornered, you're in that squared 
jungle, the fear acts as a stimulus. 
It makes you quicker. It makes 
you faster. It makes you stronger. 
Hopefully, it makes you think 
better. 


Mitchell Yass 








IHF: Nothing 

Changes! 






San)ay Bisht: 
inconsistent in the 
centre-half position 

T he Indian 
Hockey 

Federation (IHF) 
is the proverbial 
‘old wine in new bottles’, 
nothing chang^es. When 
Balk jShan Singh took 
over as national coach 
earlier this year, it was 
hoped the llIF had 
turned a new loaf 1991 
IS the year of destiny for 
Indian hockey It is 
imperative that India 
qualify for the Olympics 
from the pre-Olympic 
tournament at Auckland 
in (^ct. ’91. Otherwise it 
will not only be the end 
of an era for the eight 
times gold medallists 
but could also be the 
death knell for the game 
at home. 

Sadly the selection of 
21 probables for the 
forthcoming European 
tour, after the four-week 
coaching camp (March 
4—April 4) revealed the 
inevitable nepotism. 
arbitrary behaviour and 
double standards of the 


IHF. The list of 
probables was branded 
as India’s team of the 
1990s. The IHF 
president. R. Prasad 
said; “The IHF is looking 
at the whole selection 
process from the long 
term perspective, we are 
also looking at the 
qualifying round, 
followed by the 
Barcelona Olympics/’ A 
very contradictory 


statement. 

India's first priority is 
to qualify for the 1992 
Olympics, the future can 
come later. Dropping 
stalwarts R.P. Singh 
and Vivek Singh, is like 
putting the cart before 
the horse. Pakistan 
could afford the luxury 
of omitting four 
stalwarts, including 
Qazi Mohib and Farhat 
Khan, in their 


preparations for the 
1992 Olympics, as they 
have already qualified. 
They can nurture talent 
during their European 
tour later this year. 

Can India take such 
risks*'' After all H.P. and 
Vivek ware regula ’'s in 
the playing eleven till 
just two months ago. Is 
such rapid deterioration 
probable that these two 
players now cannot even 


Pre-Olympic camp discard Vivek Singh (left) In action during the 
Railway-Airlines match in the Delhi Nationals 
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be accommodated in the 
list of 21 probables? 

Who is. the 
replacement forVivek 
Singh? Since the days of 
the astute Ajitpal l^ingh, 
India have rarely had a 
commanding 
centre-half, except 
briefly when Hardeep 
Singh was at his best. 
Vivek, though not 
brilliant is still the best 
in India. He gave a hard 
working display in the 
recent 5th Indira 
Gandhi tournament. If 
his replacement were 
highly talented players, 
the gamble was 
justified. However the 
tv'o centre halves chosen 
are Sanjay Bisht (lA), 
tentative and 
inconsistent in his 
international debut in 
the Indira Gandhi 
tournament earlier this 
year, and Harpreet 
Singh (Combined 
Universities) a converted 
inside forward 

Former international 
Ajitpal Singh spotted 
Harpreet playing as 
inside-forward for the 
Combined Universities 
in the Nationals. Ajitpal 
Singh felt that Harpreet 
had the style and 
potential to play as 
centre-half. So young 
Harpreet played as 
centre-half for the first 
time in the national 
camp. How he will fare 
in international matches 
is yet to be seen. 

If both do not click 
what are Balkishan's 
alternatives? He can try 
Shakeel Ahmed (lA) as 
oentre-half. The lA 
coach, Ashok Kumar, 
has been using Shakeel 
regrularly as a 
centre-half since the last 
Nehru hookey 
tournament. Nirmal 
Singh of Railway 8 also 
plays as centre-half for 
Northern Railway. 
However either Shakeel 


pALKISHAN SINGH is undoubtedly India’s most kiiowledgeable aaod 
jQ|experienoed hockey coach. He has coached the Indian ho^y team in 
three previous Olympics, at Mexico in 1968, at Moscow in iBSOandLos 
Angeles in 1984—an unprecedented feat. If Balkishan can get India 
through to the 1992 Barcelona Olympics it will be his fourth Olympics as 
coach. 

So his expertise as a coach is never in doubt. The problem is about his 
ability to resist the sharp manipulations and manouvreing of the Indian 
Hockey Federation. A member of the selection committee narrated 
Balkishan’s jinx in previous Olympics. 

‘Tn the 1968 Mexico Olympics. India for the first time failed to reach the ' 
final of the Olympic hockey tournament. Balkishan could not contrdi the ^ 
factionalism in the Indian team. In 1964, India for the second time failed to 
reach the semis at the Olympics (previous occasion being in 1976). The 
team was talented but dis-agreements between coach Balkishan and 
manager Cdr. Nandy Singh about selection, caused the setback.” 

It must be admitted that Balkishan’s 1980 gold winning team, played 
excellent hockey, even though victory is devalued as only six teams 
piarticipated. 

There is a superstition in IHF circles that maybe Balkishan is jinxed. It 
is feared that due to his previous misfortunes the Indian hockey team may 
for the first time this year not qualify for the Olympics. His detractors are 
spreading this unlucky canard about the coach. However, whilst the 
coaching jinx is just an attitude of the mind, what is a ca\ise for worry is 
the national coach’s mental toughness to resist the IHF pressure on team 
selection. The needless dropping of RP Singh and Vivek Singh does not 
augur well for the future. 


or Nirmal would be 
experimental 
centre-halves. So what 
was the harm at keeping 
Vivek in the camp? This 
is especially so, as 
Balkishan said: “The 
first camp was only for 
fitness and practise of 
basic and tactical skills. 

I have not yet thought of 
the formation for the 
team. We may try out 
new formations. The 
players need to learn 
how to cope with the 
game at high pace. So 
far Indian players are 
only suitable for 35 
minutes of international 
hockey. At this camp. I 
would say improvement 
is only about 25 per 
cent.” 

The selection policy 
was inconsistent. For 
the vital centre-half 
position, the IHF were 
willing to try either 
newcomers or 


experiment. However 
for right-half, at the 
insistence of one of the 
eight selectors, 
ex-Olympian Balbir 
Singh (Services) only 
regulars were 
considered. Angelus 
Belung (BSF & Punjab), 
recalled after his maiden 
international 
appearance in the BMW 
tournament at Holland 
last year, and Nirmal 
Singh (Railways) are the 
regular right-halves 
chosen. The experiment 
of Arif as makeshift 
right-half was rejected 
as he was found 
ineffective in that role. 

R.P. was dropped as 
he was considered 
injury prone and over 
the hill. Both allegations 
are not entirely correct. 
R.P. missed a few days of 
practise as he got struck 
near the eyebrows and 


required six stitches. 
Earlier in the 1990 
Lahore World Cup, he 
also received stitches for 
a facial injury. 

However Gundeep 
Kumar, Ashish Ballal 
and Darryl D’Souza were 
given another chance to 
prove their worth at the 
Lucknow Federation 
Cup, as they were 
injured at the Delhi 
camp. So why the double 
standards against R.P ? 
Is it because he spoke 
out against the 
Nationals being held on 
grass? 

Also to consider R.P. 
old at 24-years-old is 
absurd. If youth was the 
criteria for selection, 
then both Jude Felix and 
Subodh Khandekar who 
have staged comebacks 
to the national squad, 
are older. 

Novy Ksiiadia 



I 3 I Prakash Singh has become the Mohinder Amarnath of Indian 
wT^r I hockey, frequently in and out of the national team. For some strange 
I ^ I reason, the Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) authorities find him a 
mmmmmm rebellious iconoclast. To friend and foes alike he is simply, RP the 
rais-understood maverick, whose rebellious exterior conceals lasting virtues. 
Ironically, RP is not the long-haired rebel, porti^ayed by the IHF. but the? good 
boy, hockey's "Mr. Clean". His "Achilles heel" is his big mouth 
RP is the ultimate good boy. He does not drink or smoke, sliuns consumerist 
culture and surprisingly for one so successful is shy of female adulation. 

During the fifth Indira Gandhi tournament earlier thus year, the Railways 
wopen’s hockey squad training at Delhi, repeatedly cheered RP but he showed 
no response. 

So why was RP dropped? A first choice till a month ago, cannot be so out of form 
that he cannot find a place amongst twentyone probables. IHF circles say that RP 
was victimised because of his candid remarks against staging the 1990 Jammu 
Nationals on grass. The federation big boss R. Prasad took umbrage and 
dropped the player from the national squad at the first oppoi tunity. Sadly such 
indifferent treatment is a regular feature in RP's career. 

As a teenager he made his mark with the Indian junior team and then with the 
disaster-beset team to the 1986 Seoul Asiad and London World Cup. He seemed a 
potential star when he represented India in the inaugural Indira Gandhi 
tournament at Delhi in 1987. However, the authorities callous treatment started 
a year later. For the 1988 Seoul Olympics, he was sidelined and centre forwards, 
Gundeep Kumar and Jagbir Singh played as makeshift right-wingers 
During coach Ganesh's regime, RP was sidelined as Mukesh Kumar became 
the favourite. But supt?rlative performances by RP in the 1989 Nationals and a 
massive media outcry, forced the IHF to re-instate him. Yet he was not played in 
the Asia Cup. The absurd reason: he had shoulder length hair and refused to cut 
it. Ram Prakash kept on fighting and was the first choice for the 1090 World 
Cup. Since then he was a first-team regular. Of the eight selectors at Delhi, at 
least four felt RP should play a key role, in Indian hockey’s hour of reckoning at 
the pre-Olympics in New Zeolsmd. 

Yet RP like Balbir Singh (Railways). Inam-ur-Rehman, Ashok Kumar and 
recently Mohammed Shahid is a victim of the arbitrary wrath of the IHF 
president and a few disgruntled officials. 

What is HP's future now? He has the will power to stage yet another phoenix* 
like fightback His fans tiope that he can prove his detractors w^rong by a 
superlative performance in the inaugural Federation Cup at Lucknow, from 
April 30-37. However RP has suddenly got a strange ally. The Prime Minister's 
Office (PMO) is exerting pressure that RP be re-instated. 

RP also hails from eastern Uttar Pradesh, very close to Ballai, the PM's 
constituency. A PMO official has taken the initiative by asking the IHP'' 
pi*esident and national coach Balkishan Singh that justice must be done and RP 
re-instated. Will Chandra Shekhar give a parting gift to India's sporting 
fraternity*.^ 


During coach 
Ganesh’s 
regime, Ram 
Prakash was 
sidelined as 
Mukesh Kumar 
became the 
favourite. But 
superlative 
performances 
by RP in the 
1989 Nationals 
and a massive 
media outcry, 
forced the IHF 
to re-instate 
him. Yet he 
was not played 
in the Asia 
Cup. The 
absurd reason: 
he had 
shoulder 
length hair and 
refused to cut 
it 






















*Tin a different person when I’m on court, no doubt 
about it. The way I play, my style, the things I do, 
the way I try for every ball and fly through the air 
and stuff, I’m an animal. I give everything Vve got 
everytime I go out on the court, and I’m proud of it 

Who said that? 

Leander Paes, righ t? 

Wrong, Jimmy Connors. 

But hell, it was haixi to tell. 

Yet isn’t this crazy, over the top?I mean talking 
about a SS-year^old, 109 title legend and a 17 year 
old manchiJd in the same breath. 

There are some who may think so, believing that 
while Paes is the most impressive young tennis 
player we have, he is also, in typically gushy Indian 
style, being overrated. 

To get an accurate assessment of Leander Paes 
ability, SPOHTSWORLD spoke to a range of 
professionals in America, from management groups 
to coaches, and the response was overwhelming. 

I n March this year, Leander, accompanied by 
his father/advisor Dr. Vece Paes flew to 
America in what was to be the most 
significant three weeks of their lives The 
purpose of their visit was clear. America 
housed some of the best c'oaches, sports 
psychologists and physical trainers the tennis 
world ha§ to offer. And it was here that both father 
and son would get a true appraisal of whether 
Leander actually had what it takes to be a top-class 
player- 

Yet, even before America got a first look at 
Leander, it was 
abundantly clear that 
they regarded him as an 
exciting future talent. 

This was evidenced by 
the sustained interest 
shown by the 
International 
Management 
Group(IMG), ProServ 
and Advantage 
International (the three 
largest sports 
management groups) in 
securing Leander as a 
client. 

Not in the past ten years has an Indian player 
generated such interest, and as John Mayotte of 
ProServ put it, "The tennis world thinks a lot of 
Leander's potential. We have Sampras, Chang and 
Patrick McEnroe among others, and we see Leander 
as being one of the beet players in the world in the 
upcoming years. We do not recruit hundreds of 


"We are 

taiKing about a player 
who has tlie pofetiliai to 
go Iclhe top 10,that's 
why we re so interested 
in signing leander up" 

Gavin Forbes of IMG (with 
whom the Paes' have 
eventually decided to sign 
up) explains. 
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juniors and then hope one of them will make it. We 
only sign those who have the potential to be the best 
players in the world in 6—10 jrears". 

As convinced was Bruce Schilling of Advantage 
International who wrote to Dr. Pass saying, “...I 
have researched his (Leander's) game and I believe 
he has the potential to be a top five player in the 
world*’. 

Management grpups may be accused of being 
effusive, but it is worth remembering that it is 


their clients’ ability that 
pay their salaries. 

Talent is their business, 
and as Gavin Forbes of 
IMG (with whom the 
Paes’ have eventually 
decided to sign with) 
explained, “We’re 
talking about a player 
who has the potential to 
go to the top 10, that’s 
why we’re so interested 
in signing him up”. 

Topmost on Leander’s 
agenda in America was a 
week's intensive 
coaching under Gene 
Mayer, from whom 
Sportsworld got the most exhaustive and 
complete assessment of Leander’s talent. Mayer, a 
former world No. 4 (in 1980 he was ranked behind 
Borg, McEnroe and Connors) and winner of 14 tour 
titles, was a marvellously gifted shotmaker and now 
ahighly rated coach. In all probability, Mayer will 
ptlay the part of Leander's expert coach tmder whose 
instructions a touring coach will function. 

“There is no doubt in my mind”, said Mayer 
emphatically, “that Leander could be a player at the 
highest level of the game. Leander has as much 
talent as any professional tennis player and I would 
even put in the McEnroe genius and the Nastase 
genius, in terms of his ability to hit every shot that 
there is”. 

“The main thing that you look for, that I look for, 
is firstly; a good competitive spirit, and he is 
certainly intense and serious. Secondly, he has very 
good footspeed. which is necessary to be a top 
player, whatever game you play. And thirdly, his 
ability, which is the most outstanding part because 
he can do everything in the game,” said Mayer. 

Obviously impressed with Jjeander’s raw talent, 
Mayer explains, “that the task ahead for Leander 
and me, is how can he harness all this g^enius. He 
has very big shots, but how can he consistently 
produce a hig^ level of tennis every day. If you want 
to be a Bjorn Borg, the way you become the best is 
trying/playing hard and bitting a lot of balls. 
Leander is exactly the opposite, he will vnn bis 
matches by caueing damage. Like a Becker does, 
like a McEnroe. With Leand^ it is not a question of 
not having the shots and trying to get more in hiS 
gjame, like Lendl tried to add more. For Leanddr, his 


“I have re¬ 
searched leander’s game 
and I believe he has the 
potential to be a top 5 
player in the world" 


As convinced was Bruce 
Schilling of Advantage Inter¬ 
national who wrote to Dr. 
Paes 
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question is going to be, can be simplify and make 
things very consistent and regular. With all the 
special things he can do, can he do the basic 
fundamental things consistently and well, all the 
time”. 

To draw a parallel, Mayer compares Leander to 
Sabatini in terms of ability to hit the ball and do 
things, but adds, “as you’ve seen in Sabatini’s career 
it took a while for her to learn to use her genius 
well—that’s our project”. 

While appreciating Leander’s strengths, “he has 
amazing natural footspeed. an impecjcable backhand • 
volley, beautiful backhand and big first serve”, 

Mayer is not dismissive of Leander’s weaknesses, 
whether it be technical problems on the forehand 
“his big weapon but a little complicated” or his 
footwork, “because he’s so fast instead of walking 
there early he waits and makes it so that he has to 
sprint incredibly in the end”. Yet there are two areas 
which he has identified which he believes are vital. 
The first, funnily enough, is too much ability. 

“When you’re a McEnroe or a player like I was who 
could do a lot of different things, when you don't 
play well you tend to confuse yourself. When you 
play well, you tend to confuse your opponent. The 
whole thing with Leander is that he has so many 
opportunities and so many different shots he can 
hit, that the question of picking the right one is not 
always easy. Where for a Borg or Ijendl it is easy 
because there are very few shots they can choose 
from” 

The second area that requires work is 
consistency, points out 
Mayer, believing that 
Leander often trios to do 
too much. “As it is,” he 
says, “when he does a 
little it’s already more 
than almost evei’y player 
who plays the game. 

There is so much in him 
in terms of talent, there 
are so many different 
ways he can hurt you 
with his game, that if he 
could just harness those 
and simplify it and get it 
to a level where ho feels 
he can do it all the time. 

You shciuld never try to 
do that much more 
unless you're forced into 
it Leander, almost 
because of his talent, 
would look for opportunities to do the extra”. 

Mayer also knows that while Leander’s intensity 
gives a glimpse of his purpose, it also has to be 
channelised well. While c*omparing him “as closer in 
intensity to the way McEnroe or Connors plays, but 


■There ss no doubt in my 
mind, that leander could 
be a player at the highest 
!eve! of the game.. .and I 
would even put in the 
WcEnroe genius and the 
Nastase genius, in terms 
o< his ability to hit every 
shot that there is. It 
would almost be a shame 
if a leander did not make 
It big". 


Gene Mayer 


This Is the only picture (taKen by a friend) of 
Laandar’s Wimbledon junior triumph last year. 
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JjiaxkdBT is a gentleman 
and they were not” he' 
explains that “teender 
has to funnel that 
competitive energy and 
stay calm and in 
control”. 

Everyone, naturally, 
wants to know when 
Leander will be ready. 
Yet Mayer, aware that 
Leander must develop 
both physically and 


“The tennis world thinks 
a lot ot Leander's 
potential. We have 
Sampras, Chang and 
Patrick McEnroe, and we 
see Leander as being one 
of the best players ir? the 
world. We do net recruit 
lOO’s of juniors and then 
hope one of them will 
make it. 

John Mayotte, brother of Tim 
Mayotte and executive of 
ProServ, one the three firms 
which tried to sign Leander 
on 


game-wise cannot give 
an exact time-span. 
“We’re looking at the 
next 2 years to g^t him, 
not to the height of the 
game, which we think 
he has the potential to 
do, but to the top 50. 
Then we make the next 
jump. Yet 1 think there 
is the potential of that 
happening a lot faster, 
but we must set realistic 
goals”. 


EANDBi'S PHYSICAL RATINIiS 


Timk Fl«d«m 24 98 48 15 18,5 AvERME., 

RmHiii Heail Rate 28 98 48 75 78.5 RELWAVBMRE 

SyiMic 8tawi PYMwra 43 98 86 115 127 EXCttlSIT 

OiasMto Btaod Pmsm 58 58 100 58 78.8 EXCELLENT . 
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It will not be easy. It 
will not be quick. 
Leander is going to 
lose some matches 
and he is going to win 
some matches. He 
wiil not beat Boris 
Becker tomorrow. Or 
the day after. But 
three years hence 
don't bet against it. 


Yet, however lonig It,, 
takes. Mayer is 
unehakeable izx hie 
that Leander will makb 
•it, "He legitimately, 
certainly has the al^ty 
to get into the top 10, ’ , 
There is no doubt i^t it 
is there, it would almost 
he a shame if a Leander 
did not make it big". 

Mayer admits it ie not 
easy for as he points out, 
‘"niere are a lot of people 
on the circuit who are 
very talented and hit the 
ball great and who are 
still ranked No. 400 in 
the world. The big 
question is, Leander has 
the elements of a 
champion, he has the 
talent, now how is he 
going to use it?" 

It will not be easy. It 
will not be quick. He is 
goiitS to lose some 
matches and he is going 
to wfo aosie matches. £te 
will ivA beat Boris 
Bbi^r tomorrow. Or 
thi^ day after. But three 
years hence don’t bet 
again^it. 

WeMiaHlMth 
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Power Play And Dre 


D id player power at Liverpool 
force out Kenny Dalglish? 
Has power gone to the head 
of Marco Van Hasten? Did it 
play a salient part in the changed 
tactics of the England team 
during the last World Cup? 

The power wielded by players 
has assumed new importance 
after it offered us a hint why 
Dalglish suddenly left Liverpool 
stranded at the top of the league 
This is not to suggest that there 
was a conspiracy against Kenny. 
Far from it. But could it have been 
more than coincidence t hat he 
should abruptly give up 
immediately after Liverpcxjfs 
surprising 4-4 FA Cup replay 
draw with Everton? 

John Barnes, the mildest and 
most amiable of men, stated that 
after the match, in which the 
Liverpool defence had shipped so 
much water- “There wjis a lot of 
screaming and shouting in the 
dressing room." 

There are stories that Dalglish 
had strong criticisms of his 
players and received some equally 
strong rejoinders. 

There is no question about the 
players running the show; just a 
manifestation of unrest, of a 
breach opening between manager 
and team after some puzzling 
decisions in selection and tactics 
by Dalglish over the season. 

The word in Liverpool was that 
Dalglish, throughout his 
glittering career in the game, had 
never been used to criticism; 
neither as a star player with 
Glasgow Celtic and Liverpool, as a 
player manager at Anfield, nor 
finally as simply the manager 
there. Even when he left, 

Liverpool were still in the Cup and 
top of the league—and reigning 
Champions. 

With Dalglish being the 
determined fellow that he is, there 
could be no question of his 
allowing the players to take power 
though he seemed to bow to their 
wishes be bringing Peter 
Beardsley back into the side after 



Kenny Dalglish on the Liverpool bench (sixth from left) : did player power force 







;sing Room Revolts 



mout? 


By BRIAN GLANVIILE 


mysterious, prolong*ed exclusion. 

So perhaps that is why Dalglish 
left. 

Another mystery is the matter 
of England and player power in 
the last two World Cups. Each 
time, England did pretty well, 
after a miserable start. Each time, 
the word was— though never 
wholly confirmed —that a players* 
revolt had led to a change of 
tactics. 

In the 1986 World Cup, England 
lost the first game to Portugal and 
were very lucky to draw the 
second, against Morocco. 

It was said that at half time ux 
the dressing room the players 
addressed bitter words to coach 
Don Howe 

Radical changes were made 
alter Ray Wilkins was suspended 
and Bryan Robson injured. 
Beardsley moved up front with 
Lineker, Trevor Steven and Peter 
Reid were brought into the 
midfield and Poland and 
Paraguay were beaten. 

And was it, as was widely 
suggested, the players who forced 
Bobby Robson, always a critic of 
the sweeper system, suddenly to 
adopt it in Cagliari last year 
against Holland? 

It may well have been so, for 
after England had squeezed 
through against the Cameroons in 
Naples, Bobby Robson stated; “A 
flat back four saved us.*’ That 
change was made late in the game 
after the sweeper defence had been 
over-run. 

Gifted, strong-minded players 
do indeed tend to impose their will 
on some managers, espiecially 
when things go wrong. It’s a 
dangerous situation. 

The ideal is when a strong 
player and a good manager can 
work together; as in the great 
playing days of Johan Cruyff and 
Franz Beckenbauer. Both are 
managers now. 

Then there is Van Basten, a 
former European Footballer of the 
I Year, who missed both legs of the 
I semi-finals of the European Cup 






L ook outside England, 
lots of new stars are 
emerging. Not least in 
the Soviet Union, where 
a host of ardent young 
players are 

revolutionising football 
Dynamo Kiev, losing more 
than half their team, have 
surged back in no time at all. 
They may have lost their first 
leg Cup Winners’ Cup match at 
home to Barcelona, but then 
they went to the formidable 
Nou Camp and forced a 1 -1 
draw. 

Everyone envies their 
21-year-old striker Youran, 
who only a few years ago, after 
a shocking injury, seemed to 
have ended his cai^eer. As for 
Spartak Moscow, their team of 
largely unknown youngsters 
humiliated Real Madrid at the 
Bernabeu Stadium, where not 
so long ago Heal were virtually 
unbeatable. Note the lively 
Radchenko, scorer of two 
goals. 

Nobody, perhaps including 
himself, knows how old Pele is. 

Not the great Brazilian star, 
scorer of three goals at 17 in a 
World Cup Final, but the 
Ghanaian international 
attacker who this season has 
kept his place in Marseille’s 
European Cup team while such 
stars as Eric Cantona, Philippe 
Vercruysse and the brilliant 
Yogosla^'. Stojkovic. have 
struggled to keep theirs. 

Pele, real name Abedi Ayew, 
obviously took his nickname 
from the great man and he 
actually got permission from 
the President of Ghana to use 
it. A Ghanaian international at 
17a regular Anderlecht player 
at 16- “Pele came up the hard 
way in France 
Playing for a spell in Qatar, 
he then went to France to play 
down in the Third division for 


Hew Stats On The Horizon 


Niort. After that, Mulhouse 
picked him up to play in the 
Second. From there, for a 
bargain £50,000. Marseille 
acquired him in 1987. Their 
President, Bernard Tapie, liked 
the idea of an exotic coloured 
player in his race-conscious 
city. 

But Pele didn’t settle at first. 
He complained that he could 
not get on with the star 
centre-forward, Jean-Pierre 
Papin—with whom he now 
seems to have forged an 
excellent relationship. 

And he didn’t like being made 
to play in a left-sided position. 
He favours the right; and likes 
to wander. So. he was lent to 
Lille for a couple of seasons, 
scoring so many goals that 
Marseille brought him back 
again—with a success that he 
could scarcely have hoped for. 

Bayern Munich, now 
following a policy of buying 
young players and developing 
them themselves, have 
rejuvenated their team this 
season. It now plays much 
more open and adventurous 
football and several of the 
younger players have been 
greatly impressive. 

Manfred Bender, the 
S4-year-old right winger 
turned tireless midfielder, 
impressed everyone by the 
superb goal he scored in the 
second half of the European 
Cup quarter final tie away to 
Porto. 

He raced more than half the 
length of the field, beating man 
after man, before sliding the 
ball neatly into the bottom far 
corner of the goal with his left 
foot. 

The 22-year-old blond Stefan 
Effenberg, v/ho joined from 
BorussiaMunchengladbach. 
has also been most impressive 
with his powerful all round 


play in midfield. 

Jupp Heynckes, the manager 
of Bayern, says he has now 
reconciled himself to the foot 
that they cannot, in the feioe of 
Italian offers, keep their 
players. 

After Andreas Brohme and 
Lothar Matthaeus, now Stefan 
Reuter, a magnificent all 
rounder, i$ off to Italy to join 
Juventus. So Bayexm make do 
with home grown talent; or. at 
least, young talent purchased 
at home. It seems to be 
working. Watch 19-year-old 
striker Christian Ziege, too. He 
also scored against Porto. 

The Poles have a new star 
whom we may soon be seeing in 
the international team he is the 
19-year-old striker Kowalczyk, 
whose two goals shocked 
Sampdoria in Genoa and 
eventually served to put them 
out of the Cup Winners’ Cup 
which they held. 

Over-confidenc^e may have 
had something to do with their 
downfall; but so did the 
brilliant young Kowalczyk* 
described in the Italian press as 
‘’a devil disguised as an 
attacker”. 

Only months ago, before 
Leg)a Warsaw signed him* 
Kowalczyk was playing Third 
Division football. A shy, modest 
young man* he wanted to swap 
his jersey for a Sampdoria 
jersey at the end of the game, 
but his opponent Ivano Bonetti, 
would not oblige. 

Kowalczyk says it is too early 
to think about playing in Italy; 
he has an engineering course 
to complete at university. But 
the forward who joined Legia 
from Polens Warsaw could be 
another Boniek in due course. 

England and Ireland bewarel 

Brian Glanville 
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for Milan. 

He was suspended after 
elbowing a Belgian opponent in 
the face in the previous round He^ 
was also excluded, most 
controversially, from a Milan 
team which in fact has no oilier, 
adequate, centre-forward to 
replace him 

The trouble has been that 
Arrigo Sacchi, the lively, efficient 
and domineering manager of 
Milan, wants him to play one way. 
Van Basten prefers to play 
another. 

Under Sacchi, Milan have used 
zonal defence and “pressing” 
tactics, moving up very quickly to 




the hulfway line to constrict the 
space of the opposing team 

Van Basten s rt)le initially W'as 
to play and stay up fi‘ont with a 
“shnuldei’'* beside him - often in 
the f; >rmidabl(" shape of his Dutt;}! 
international colleag'ue. lUiud 
Gullit But for much of tins 
season. Gullit, with roller, has 
dropped back into midf ield—after 
missing virtually the whole of last 
season after knee * operations. 

Van Basten hates being left up 
front as a solitary target, obliged 
to risk kicking and other kinds of 
abuse from the defenders able to 
crowd round him. 

He has emphatically Rtatcd that. 


j he prefers to drop off the front 
I line, move back and away from the 
defenders, and play his part in the 
c’rea 11 ve bui 1 d - up 
t Sacchi will not hear of it and a 
I very disgruntled and unsettled 
j Van Basten has liee^n the 
j result -even to the extent that old 
1 ruiiioiir.s have re sui'faced to the 
! effect that lie .might go back to 
I rejoin tns hero and former 
I nuinagei’ a I Ajax Amsterdam. 

I Johan Cruyff, in Barcelona. 

! The situation has been 
j especially hard for Van Baste'n to ' 
! t akc bt‘ca ii se he and his 1 i^ad in g 
j Dutch colleagues such as Fra.nk 
Kijkaarti and Gullit him.seif are 
used to having tlu^ir own way in 
Hi^llaiid much of tht^tiiiie 
They got rid of'I'hijs Ijbregts a 
largely unpopular manager, 

Liefoiv he could take them to the 
World Cup Finals 

True, Minus Michels, back yet 
again in the driver’s seat, tends to 
b(' a rather dilferent matter. 

Shortly before the 1988 
European Championship finals, in 
which Van Basten was destined to 
play a superbly deciswe role, 
Michels actually loft liim out of a 
friendly international, tlie striker 
has only just come back from 
injury 

A furious Van Basten 
threatened to pack his bags, but 
fortunately for Holland was 
prevailed upon to stay # 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 






1 ^ 






Frontal view of the 
jodanmai giri 




C ONTINUING with 
the kata, you are 
ready to go into 
zenkutsu — dachi. 
Perform the 
zenkutsu—dachi with 
your left foot in front 
with the right hand* 
enclosed in a fist, sweep 
the opponent’s leg in a 
clockwise direction. If 
your opponent has 
stepped back, kick with 
your back leg (i.e., the 
right leg) jodanmai giri 
(front kick to the face). 
After completing the 
move bring your right 
leg back into 
zenkutsu—dachi and 
execute a chudan gyaku 
tsuki (the reverse middle 
punch). 

By SHIvill Ganguly 
Kyokushinkalkan Karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHALLA 


People inteFeeted In karate 
can get h touch with 
Shlvaji Ganguly. 
Kyokushinkalkan Karate, 
Harlsh Park, Bhowanipore 
on Sunday mornings and at 
Safari Park. Rabindra 
Sarobar on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. 










After completing the 
zenkutsu — dachi, then 
sweep the opponent’s 
leg with your right hand 


i r' 






VV‘ 
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Right leg in jodanmai giri 
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Heartening 


G reat news at last for India in 
the international arena. 
Viswanathan Anaiid has proved 
once again that the day is not far 
off when he can play and 
challenge Gary Kasparov for the 
world title At Linares, he fired on 
all cylinders to beat Anatoly 
Karpov and forcing Gary 
Kasparov to a tough draw. He will 
certainly give Kasparov a run for 
his money in the days to come, 
possibly in a world title 
championship. 

Thelndian Chess Federation 
should help him bring glory to the 
country. Now Indians can go and 
tell the world ‘WeVe got a 
Viswanathan Anand’. Good luck 
Anand. You make us proud. 

S. SURESH, 

Madurai. 


tofonnatlon Please —— 

T hough the world Cup Cricket 
is still a good 11 months away, 
we the readers of Sportsworld 
would certainly like to have the 
opinions on the respiective teams 
by the major cricketers, especially 
the captains of the teams. This 
will help us readers to keep 
abreast with the actual 
happenings in the field of cricket. 
We would certainly be grateful if 
this wish of ours was granted. 
DEBASIS GOSWAMl 
West Beng^aJ, 


kWims mmmmmmmmmm 

A n other winner from 

Six)rtsworld, and thanks a lot 
for it. The cover story on Kapil 
Dev (27 Mar—2 April) was simply 
fabulous. The choice itself was 
unbeatable and the presentation 
was as sunny and bright as the 
smile of the ‘Hero' himself. 
Somehow the poster of Monica 
Seles did not go with the spirit of 
the issue. It would have been 
superb if the picture of Kapil Dev 
caressing the bat was the poster. 
KANISHKA DUTTA, 

Calcutta 




^pHANKS for the great article on 
K Bjorn Borg. (20-26 March *91). 
But it is really hard to believe that 
he would still be playing with his 
wooden racquet. If he does 
manage to win then it will surely 
Tate as one of the best comeback 
stories ever. 

Here’s wishing him all the best. 
Sportsworld rates as the best 
sports magazine in the country. 
Keep up the good job. 

SUJANA PATEL, 

Chikhodra. 

fllHE article on Kapil Dev by 
JL Robin Chatterjee was 
revealing. Most of us did not know 
about the business acumen of his. 
We always nurtured a 


*boy*next-door’ image about him. 
Of course all these revelations 
have served to increase his respect 
in our midst. It is amazing as to 
how he channeled his fame to 
emerge as a very successful 
businessman. 

Kapil keep up the good work, 
and continue to lend a helping 
hand to the other needy 
sportsmen. 

RAHUL MISHA, 

Jamshedpur. 

End The Bias 

T HIS has reference to the 

interview with W. V. Raman (2? 
March—2 April). Raman is surely 
one of the best left handed 
batsman in the country at present. 
He is surely good enough to get a 
place in the one-day and the Test 
squad for the country. Whenever 
he was included in the team he has 
proved his worth. Probably one of 
the only reasons for his being 
omitted from the team is the 
regional bias. Maybe being from 
the south of the country, he could 
be omitted and no questions are 
raised regarding this. 

One hopes that he will be chosen 
for the World Cup tour as an 
opening partner for Ravi Shastri. 
C.R NAGENDRA, 

Bangalore. 


I T is often said that V. Anand’s 
performance at Linares was lack 
lustre. What is pleasing is that 
Anand has hit the top ten. Though 
the final outcome is yet to be seen, 
Anand’s case is very promising. In 
the elite group of the top players 
everyone has the capability to 
defeat everyone, and that is 
perhaps what modern sports is all 
about. Among the six draws with 
Ivanchuk, Anand’s score reads 3-1 
in his favour, and not to forget the 
memorable match that he played 
against Karpov. Surely that 
cannot be dismissed as a fluke. V. 
Anand is all set to take the world 
by storm. Let us hope that his 
genius proves us right. 


RAJIBMISHRA, 

Sambalpur. 














ALL IN THE GAME 


True Confessions 


Of a jaded tennis player 


w 


A FTEB yeaxa of being sick of tennis 
fk lunpires, crowds and just about 
XAeverything else that go to make up the 
world tennis circuit, John McEnroe finally 
admitted that he was (here it comes!) sick of 
himself. He has admitted that his own bad 
behaviour could make him quit-unless the 
game authorities did it before. 



Mac’s straightforward admission came after 
he was one warning short of being defaxilted 
from the Hong Kong Open. He was thrashed 
anyway by unseeded Todd Witsken^.. 

“I am disappointed with myself iniai^ of 
ways. If 1 continue to react like this; i f^l my 
days are numbered,” the 32-year-old Brat 
continued. 

Is Mac going soft? Or is it just did age and 
pressure. “Iflkeepuplikethls,^wiUnothave 
to think of stopping. I will prtdisbily get' 
thrown out first. ” 

It is sensible to gracefully call it a day rather 
than put the organisers through such alot of 
trouhte. But fdr McEnroe, rssltes^n always 
oomsslate.' 


A Snort A Day 


Keeps fame away 

T his may sound a bit too hack, but if you 
guys think that it was only Maradona who 
snorted ooke. think again. We have 
another great sportsman, that great 
institution in the welterweight division of 
world boxing who did the same: Sugar Ray 
Leonard. 

In some ways, he was even worse than Diego 
Armando. He was an adulterer and a wife 
beater.. .as he admitted during a court 
examination. Excerpts... 

Q; Did you ever strike your wife at any time 
during the marriage with any part of your 
body; I don’t mean your fists necessarily: a 
shove or a grab or pushing: 

A; Yes. 

Q: Did you ever hit her on the head, strike 
her where the ring on your finger caused a 
cut? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you ever strike her after you had been 
drinking? 

A: Yes, those were the only times. 

Q: Would you admit you came home 
sometimes after you had done some drugs? 

A: Yes. 

Hey Sugar, what we wanna know is whether 
you were ‘high' when you faced Terry Norris? 
We suppose not, you just got thoroughiy 
beaten up. that’s all. 


r^TAnrroRYAm^^ 


Pack that fat! 

H ERE’S news for all you obese, 

overnourished fat slobs; keep eating! 
Being fat does have its advantages. The 
men in Taiwan provide a case in point. The 
males are going on binges in order to try and 
squeeze through a loophole which helps them 
avoid compulsory military service 
Although two years’ military service in 
Taiwan is mandatory, recruits are rejected if 
they'are too fit to Rt into their uniforms. 
Thmwfore, in an attempt to beat the overweight 
draftece Taiwan is going to raise the weight 
limit of a prospective soldier In order to bring 
more young men into service. There's another 
way tho^h, maybe the army authorities 
Chould auba^he to our weekly health and 
.fitness columns. Money back in case of no 
results. 















CALCurrA 


state Badminton 


S EPTUAGENARIAN Manoj 
Guha saw his record being 
equalled by 25-year-old Indrajit 
Mukherjee and the women’s final 
saw a new winner in four years as 
the 55th State Senior Badminton 
Championships ended at the 
Khudiram Anusilan Kendra. 

Indrajit. a former junior 
national champion and once 
regarded highly by international 
ace Prakash Padukone, 
relentlessly rolled to his sixth 
senior title on the trot (and 
seventh overall) to touch Guha’s 
feat, set in the Fifties when 
competition was definitely 
tougher. 

Two players made their maiden 
entry into the title round of the 
State championships this time. 
While Sanjoy Roy tamed Souraen 
Bhattacharya 18-16, 15-7 in the 
semi-finals. 18-year-old Mousumi 
Nandy created the biggest flutter 
of the championships getting rid 


of top-seed and defending 
champion Krishna Das 11-5. 8-11 
and 11-8 in the semi-finals. 

But Mousumi did not fare as 
weU in the women’s final. 
Twenty-four-year-old Keya 
Barman, who had last won the 
State crown in the Durgapur meet 
in 1986. used all her experience to 
postpone Mousumi's first major 
victory. Keya won a rapid 
women’s final 12-10, 11-8. 

Sanjoy Roy, on the other hand, 
played well in the men's final, but 
it was Indrajit’s overall experience 
which saw him through. ;^y 
banked too much on power play 
and Indrajit preserved his 
energies with crafty net play for 
the kills in the final stages of the 
match. 

Indrajit triumphed 15-7 and 
15-11 and it took all of 45 minutes 
for Indrajit to clinch the men’s 
crown for a record sixth time. 
Guha. at his best, had won four 
successive senior titles. 

Winners at the State Badminton 
championships: (from left): 
RanJIt Mukherjee, Indrajit 
Mukherjee, Keya Barman, Sona 
Bhattacharya, Ashok ^n 


Indrn jit capped his individual 
success by winning the men's 
doubles also teaming up with 
elder brother Ranajit. But victory 
did not come easily as Hrishikesh 
Kundu, the stocky left-hander 
with a penchant for sizzling 
smashes, and Bablu Barua put up 
a. splendid show. The two brothers 
won the first game 15-3. But in 
the decider, the Barua and Kundu 
duo just fell apart as Indrajit 
played the lead role in bringing up 
victory without much problem. 
The third game was won 15-4. 

It was the veterans' men's 
singles which in fact, produced 
some good badminton. But 
three-times State champion 
Baidyanath Nath was hampered 
by a calf muscle injury midway 
through the first game and 
conceded the title to Bimal Poddar 
early in the second game. 

The State championships got off 
to an inauspicious start this year 
with the opening day’s 
proc^eedings being unnecessarily 
blocked by more than 60 players 
demanding the release of former 
State champion Aritra Nandy 
from police custody. Nandy. who 








H ot on the heels of the Beighton 
Cup Hockey Championship, 
came the All-India Central 
Revenues Championship which 
had almost all the Beighton 
outstation teams. 

But some of the best teams in 
the country, including Beighton 
champions Army Service Corps 
(ASC) and EME (both from 
Jalandhar) failed to produce stuff 
better than the damp squib which 
Calcuttans generally get to see. 

Army teams generally do not 
play dazzling hockey and it is 
their better stamina which finally 
helps them to prevail over rivals in 
the hit and run style of game that 
they indulge in. 

Unlike the Beighton Cup, two 
city sides—Mohun Bagan and 
hosts Calcutta Customs gained the 
round of the last four. While 
Customs send local fans into joy 
by ousting ASC in the penalty 
shootout, Mohun Bagan were 
trounced three goals to nothing 
by EME, 

Customs really played beyond 
themselves against ASC. Their 
centre-forward Ram Pal Singh 
was in excellent form as was 
Manjinder Singh. The wiry 
Manjinder put Customs ahead in 
the 10th minute of the match, but 
Sukraind, led the ASC fightback. 
He set up Kishan Pal Singh, who 
found the equaliser in the 2drd 
minute. 

Manoj Gupta's sizzling drive off 
a penalty corner gave Customs the 
lead once again after the breather, 
but Kishan Pal struck again late 
in the match. The extra-time was a 
stalemate and the issue was 
decided in the shootout. The final 
scoreline read 7-4 in Calcutta 
Customs' favoiu*. 

EME had it easy against Mohun 
Bagan in the other semi-final. 
They broke little sweat as Ramesh 


Shinde, Raja Kachyap and Saban 
Horo scored to shut out the city 
giants 

EME finally did not go empty 
handed from the city. ASC had 
denied them a straight third win 
in the Beighton final and Customs 
had almost done the same in the 
Rnjmues meet. But EME came 
OUTWb odd goal in three winners. 
SoumKraBoM 


EME captain Michael Kindo 
(right) receives the Central 
Revenues Trophy from the 
Principal Collector of Customs, 
S.C. Bhuiangaswamy 


TRWANDRUM 





K. Sankar waa the winner of the 
man*8 title at the AII>Karala 
tennia tournament 


AO-Eeralaltaiils 


T OP seeded K. Sankar of Kerala 
State Electricity Board retained 
the men's title in the 37th edition 
of the prestigious K.N. Menon 
Memorial All Kerala tennis 
tournament. 

The intelligent placements and 
touch game helped Sankar to 
defeat A. Ajayakumar, 6-4,6-3 in 
the men’s final encounter. The 
Sankar-Vijayakumar duo in a stiff 
battle claimed the doubles title 
overcoming A. Ajayakumar and 
Anil Mathew, 7-6, 1-6, 6-2. 

Holder Arathi Sasidharan had 
no difficulty in brushing aside 
Vidya Mathew 6-0, 6-4 ip the 
ladies final. 

Hemanth Santhosh won the 
boys (U-16) title outplaying G. 
Sivan 6-1, 6-3 while Hemanth 
went down to Binu Moni 4-6.1-6 
in Boys (U-18) final. 

Gopinath, Vice-President, 
Trivandrum Tennis Club 
distributed the prizes. 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 












J'RIVANDRUM 


state Hockey 


I N a lacklustre final, five time 
champions, Kannur district 
overcame Trissur (3-2) via the 
tie-breaker to retain the crown in 
the 37th State Hockey 
Championship held at the Medical 
Colleffe ground 

Kannur who were the better 
side muffed several chances at the 
goal In the 25th min, Kannur’s 
Anil Kumar collecting a pass fi om 
the skipper Elvis Polls rushed 
into the ‘d’, dodged the uncoining 
goalkeeper and hit a stinging 
shot, but the ball hit the right post 
and went out. Poor anticipation 
and finishing prevented Kannur 
from taking the lead 
In the second session Kannui’s 
Elvis Roils, Mohan Peters and 
Anil Kumar combined well and 
forced 6 penalty cornei s. but all of 
them went abegging- The 

The Kannur district team were 
the winners of the State Hockey 
championships 


scoreboard remained blank at the 
end of the regulation and extra 
time. 

Earlier in the semis, Tnssur 
beat last year’s runner-up 
Trivandrum 4-3 (Tie-breaker) 
while Kannur defeated 
Ernakulam by a solitary goal. 

Only 8 teams participated in the 
championship which reflected the 
sad state of hockey in Kerala. 
Sajeev Kumar T. K. 


TRJCHUR 


Gold Ciq) Tennis 


K #G. HAMESH, dashed the 
hopes of veteran S 
Narendranath in the final of the 
Sth All India Invitation Prize 
Money Tennis tournament for the 
Kinattingal Gold Cup held at 
IVichur and thus retained his 
crov/n. 

The final played in sultry 
conditions never l ose to dizzy 
heights. Narendranath was 
unable to hold his own against the 
terroi- unleashed by Haniesh's 
powerful forehand shots Ramesh 



K. G. Ramesh: the men’s singles 
winner of the Gold Cup tennis 
tournament 


won the match and title with the 
scureoIb -2: 6 3 

Ramesh. carved out a 6-4, 

6 2. victory ovci' the fourth 

sefeded BiUacliander in the 
seini- final. Ramesh, wiio faced 



M BALAN 












an initial resistance from 
lialachandor soon shifted g'oars. 
displayed his full repertoire and 
settled thr^ issue. 

In tht' ot her sein \ fi na 1 
Nareiidi'anaih displayed 
exemplary enter})t*ise to ovc^reome 
the threat prjse^d by llurd seed Y' 
Maiiojhunuir, who took the first 
set 6 - 1 But Nareiidranath who 
had survived so many odds like 
that f'arne into the match, playing- 
some delig'hitul foi-ehand angled 
sh ots Nat h 1/ook t h ei n ext t wo set s 
with identu.'al seoi’esolTG- y; 

G 2 

in the doubles finals J^amesii in 
the company of Narendi-anatb 
beat Bulachandei- and P. 
Manojkuiiiar. 6- 2,6 d. 

C.K. John 



Ik LTHOUGH he played some 
nexplosive strokes, Ravi Shastri 
failed to stop the occasional 
“Shastri hai hai” chants. This was 
the only sad side of an otherwise 
highly enjoyable one-day charity 
match for Maharaja Fatehsinhrao 
Gaekwad Sports Foundation. 

There was entertainment galore 
for the paying public at Udhna. 
Surat. The star Indian cricketers 


were in a pretty jovial mood. They 
did not disappoint anyone. They 
obliged the thrill-loving 
aficionados as well as the 
autograph-hunters. So much so 
that Shastri lost his cap in one 
such kind move. It was restored to 
him only after some coercion by a 
policeman and the repeated 
requests by Shastri himself. 

Batting first, Himson XI made 
245 for 7 in 40 overs. 

Pyrotechnics by Kapil Dev, 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth and 
Syed Kirmani regaled the 
spectators with a lot of 
excitement. They were in such a 
punishing mood that they were 
hitting sixers on demands 
Venkatpathi Raju was given a 
very scurvy treatment by the trio. 

Kapil was the top-scorer with a 
whirlwind 60 off only 39 
deliveries. Srikkanth scored 59 
while Kirmani hit 52 Dilip 
Vengsarkar. too, played a lovely 
knexik of 28 Karsah Ghavri 
finished with the figures of 3 for 
43 

Chasing a tough target of 246 in 
40 overs to win, Baroda Rayon XI 
was given a sound start by Shastri 
and the legendary Sunil 
Gavaskar. The pair put on 93 
befoi e falling in succession 
Gavaskar’s was a shoi’t but sw€?et 
innings. It was studded with some 
delightful square cuts and 
square-drives 

If the pre-lunch session 
belonged to Kapil, Srikkanth and 
Kirmani, the post-lunch session 
was dominated by Sachin 
Tendulkar and Mohammad 
Azharuddin. Playing at his 
brilliant best, the teen-aged 
batting phenomenon hit 3 sixes 
and 11 boundaries in his majestic 
innings of 80 not out. 

Baroda Rayon XI won the tie by 
eight wickets in only 37 l overs. 
Haresh Pwidya 


NEW DELHI 


talerlhiiTaBity 

Boztaig 


M AIIARISHI Dayanand 
University (MDU), Rohtak, 


dominated the All-India 
Inter-University Boxing 
Championships which concluded 
recently at the Indira Gandhi 
Stadium. About 143 boxers from 
23 universities were in the fray. 

MDU regained the crown, by 
collecting 14 points. They won 
four golds and one silver medal, 
Vishnu Bhagwan (fly-weight), 
Joginder Singh (bantam-weight), 
Satish Sharma (light-weight), 
Joginder Singh (heavy-weight) 
won golds while Anil Kumar 
(light fly-weight) bagged the 
silver medal. 

Osmania, took the runners-up 
position with 10 points. Osmania 
bagged one gold, three silvers and 
one bronze OnkarYadav 
(light-heavy weight) won the gold, 
Gautam Mohan (fly-weight), 
Satish Shetty (bantam-weight) H. 
Haron (Middle weiglit) collected 
silvers while S Snnivas (light-fly) 
got the bronze medal. I.ast year’s 
runners-up Kurukshetra finished 
third with 9-poiiits. Dharniender 
Singh (welter weight), Mambir 
Singh (light-heav>^ weight) and 
Joginder Singh (heavy weight) 
won silvers while Rajeshwar 
Singh i^feather-weight), Randhir 
Singh (light weight) and D. Singh 
bagged the bronze medals. 

Host and last year’s champions 
Delhi University finished fourth 
with two golds and two bronzes. 

The most promising boxer, 
Jagdeep Hooda of Haryana 
Agricultural University (Hissar) 
won the light-middle weight title, 
for the fourth year in succession. 
Suresh Kumar Lau 


GUWAHATI 


School Football 


D IBRUGARH won the fourth 
J ndu Hazarika Memorial 
Inter-District school football 
tournament when they defeated 
Kamrup in the final, 10-9, via the 
tie-breaker. In the scheduled time, 
both the teams fought doggedly to 
score one each. 

Earlier in the semi-finals. 
Dibrugarh beat Kokrajhar. while 
Kamrup defeated Naogaon. 

Banoy San 
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Ayrton Senna and his red-and-white 
McLaren Honda don’t stop for anybody 
in the circuit. Ferrari, Wiiiiams and 
Benetton are trying every trick... 
but just can’t seem to catch up 


T hings are happening on 

the Formula One circuit. For 
one, arch rivals Ayrton 
Senna and Alain Frost have 
finally agreed on something! 

After risking life and limb trying 
to put in their fastest qualifying 
laps on the rain-soaked Interlagos 
circuit, Brazil, both drivers 
admitted that “it was a lottery out 
there”. 

Not that it slowed Senna down 
any. Timing his run on the second 
set of qualifiers perfectly, he made 
sure of his 54th pole position 
ahead of the young charger Jean 
Alesi, Gerhard Berger and Nigel 
Mansell. The more circumspect 
Frost preferring not to tempt 
fate—" and the aquaplaning 
surface—with a sedate fifth spot 
in the grid. 

Dry weather on race day only 
made Senna more determined to 


win his home Grand Frix. Held 
just outside liis home town Sao 
Paulo, this has always been the 
(me victory the Brazilian has 
coveted And there was no 
denying him this year as he first 


"I finished the race 
¥fiM nothii» ieft at 
ali. Physicafly I was 
exhausted, hut God 
gave me this race 
and lam very 
happy" Ayrton 
Senna, after his 
much^ewaited 
Brazittan Grand Pdx 


/ 


McLaren Honda have made their 
transition from V10 to V12 a 
successful one 

fought off Nigel Mansell’s 
challenge and then barely staved 
off Riccardo Patrese’s in his 
crippled McLaren Honda. 

Senna had just six gears to 
complete his last eight laps, and 
the sheer physical effort of 
getting the highly strung 
machine to the chequered flag 
ahead of Patrese’s Williams 
Renault was underlined when he 
had to be helped out of his car 
after the finisn. 

“I finished the race with 
nothing left at all. Physically I 
was exhausted,” the 
championship leader said after he 
recovei'ed. and immediately 
acknowledged his religious beliefs 
by adding “But God gave me this 
race and 1 am very happy”. 

Senna later admitted that 
nursing the fast-fading McLaren 
through the last few laps, with 
Patrese’s Williams growing ever 
larger in his rearview mirrors, 
had been the toughest pait of the 
race. “I had pains in my 
shoulders, my neck and my 
arms,” he said, while explaining 
the near-impossible feat of 
piloting a hyper sensitive 
Formula One machine with just a 
solitary forward gear. As anyone 
who has driven a geared 
vehicle—even at mundane city 
speeds—will know, just finishing 
a race with only sixth gear is 
achievement enough. Winning it 
is what nxakes you Ayrton Senna. 

Another person singing the 
gearbox blues is Nigel Mansell. 
Plagued with the malady during 
his stint with Ferrari, the 
Englishman seems to have 
brought along more than just the 
semi-automatic gearbox concept 
to Williams. The basic idea is still 
the same—^a push button gear 
selector on the steering 













VHirERENE 


The rest of the teams may be 
gearing up for the chase, but 

McLaren Honda are still In front 

wheel—but Renault seem to be 
hitting the same jxjtholes as their 
Italian rivals Ferrari. WhaVs the 
use of giving the driver both 
hands on the steering wheel if the 
car isn’t roadworthy enough to 
run with the best? That’s the 
question both Ferrari and Renault 
will have to solve now. 

In the meantime, Mansell 
continues to get within 
exhaust-sniffing distance of 
Senna’s McLaren, .only to have 
his car let him down. This time 
too, at Sao Paulo, Mansell perched 
himself tenaciously on the 
Brazilian’s tailpipe—at one time 
less than a second separating the 
two—till a horrendous 15-second 
pitstop by the Williams team saw 
him lose touch with Senna whose 
McLaren pitcrew held him up for 
just 6.9 seconds. Then, as it is 
wont to do, the gearbox failed to 
keep pace with the charging 
Mansell, who messed up a gear 
selection, and pitchforked the 
Williams Renault into a violent 



they packed up in Brazil; “We’ve 
made progress in testing—the 
team will get it right for Imola (28 
April).’’ 

Ferrari too haven’t lived up to 
the promises they made at the 
start of the season. After intense 
pre-season testing, as well as the 
infusion of some youthful zeal in 
the form of the meteoric 
Frenchman Jean Alesi, much was 
expected from the Prancing 
Horse. But apart from Frost’s 
tame second place finish to Senna. 


spin on the 60th lap. 

While Mansell, with typical 
English stoicism, dismissed it 
saying “it was very 
disappointing”, his team is 
pulling out all the stops to get 
their new semi-automatic gearbox 
muscled up. 

And the man doing all the 
donkeywork for them on the test 
track is Damon Hill. If genetics 
hasn’t already earmarked this 
young man for stardom on the 
race track—his father, the late 
Graham Hill, was the Formula 
One world champion in ’62 and 
’68—then the sheer hard work he 
put in at the Silverstone circiiit 
recently should. Putting the 
errant gearbox through the 
wringer, the Williams test driver 
had this message for his team as 


in the inaugural Grand Prix at 
Phoenix, they have failed to 
deliver. Even Alesi’s first finish in 
the points—sixth, at 


As anyone who has 
driven a geared 
vehicle--evenat 
. mundanecity 
speeds—will know, 
lust finishing a race 
with only sixth gear 
is achievement 
enough. Winning it 
is whit nudces you 
Ayrton Senna 
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Nigel Mansell is not only sniffing exhaust fumes, but also having gearbox problems 


for now “wo will g:o for maximum 
performaiure to pick up as many 
points as we can, but it all comes 
down to power in the end so we are 
looking to get as much power as 


we can from our eight-cylinder 
engines to match McLiaren’s V12 
Honda” says Barnard. 

While their opposition tries 
every trick in the book to catch up. 


McLaren themselves are not 
sitting pretty on their laurels. As 
their top driver Ayrton Senna 
himself warns “the standard is 
very high this year and the 
competition is getting tougher 
and tougher. Our car has had very 
little testing since it was built just 
before Phoenix and we’re going to 
have to work h^d to stay ahead 
for the rest of the season. ” 

Saying somewhat the same 
thing, in a slightly different tone 
though, is the McLaren team 
manager Ron Dennis. "McLaren 
exists to win in Formula one,” he 
says, adding “We’re here to win, 
not to come second. When we finish 
second that is failure. ” 

Tough talk. But then, he's a 
tough man in charge of a tough 
team. Better fasten those 
seatbelts, ladies and gentlemen. 
The race isn’t over yet. 

PrsdeepPaul 


SENNA’S TRACK RECORD 


• Has won S4 pole poaitions from hia 1 12 starts so far. That’a a 
fant&stio percentage considering the aeo o nd-jdaoed man Hal' 
son Piquet has Just 94 poles from 190 starts and Proat SO poles 
from 171 starts. 


• Has driven e.SSO laps (10,386 km) in the lead a Formula 
One race, to break Proat’s record of 8,837 laps (10,833 km) 
during the Brasilian Grand Prlx. Three-tims world Ohampioa 
Jackie Stewart had just 1,803 laps (9,077' km) to his credit 
while the muoh.oelebrated Niki Lauda man aged, only 1,680 
laps (7,188 km) In the lead. 


e Has 88 Grand Priz wins under his bdt, second only to Frost 
with 44. Jackie Stewart won 87 and Niki Lauda 80, 
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Sanna {inset) and tifs 
■'vieLafen Honda were 
<;nsiopp80te at the Braurftfan 
' sranct Prix 


^McLaren e)^ts 
towininForiiiMla 
One.W^V0liere 
to win, not to 
eomoseo^nd. 
When wo finish 
soGondfliatts 
lailuro”...Ron 
Dennis, team 
manager 
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ANALYSIS 


MRF PACE FOUNDATION 


# ^ VPVAST bowling is bloody hard work," 
W w la Usaid Dennis Lillee at the 

■■ inauguration of the MRF Pace 
H ■ Foundation three years ago, “and a 
B lot of people are scared of hard 
mtm work. And there are speculations 

that perhaps his own wards at the foundation are 
among those who are scared of hard work. For 
after three years of existence, the Foundation’s 
progress report would read below average or 
average. 

When the prestigious project was started, there 
were more cynics than believers because fast 
bowling has virtually no tradition in India. And 
secondly, people generally refused to believe that 
any system could produce fast bowlers. Now, 
three years later, it seems that the cynics were 
right. 

The Foundation can boast of few achievements 
Vivek Razdan playing with moderate success for 
the country even if he was initially a surprise 
choice for the tour of Pakistan in 1989-90. A 
couple of others have been regarded as having the 
potential to play for the country already. All the 
trainees who were nobodies when they joined the 
scheme have played for their respective States 
and three or four of them have represented the 















Even with the eicpert advice thti 

Pace Fpundetion trainees ^ave felted to rrviKr:, 
- an Impect ohjndfen picket 



zonal aides. But the point is; is this enough? 

The answer has to be an emphatic 'no'. For one 
thing, just consider the "brains trust” behind the 
Foundation's plans, Dennis Lillee. Former Indian 
captain, S. Venkataxaghavan is technical 
director, former Indian fast bowler T. A. Sekhar is 
the chief coach. And assisting the scheme in 
various ways are: former Indian sprinter 
Gnanasekharan in charge of teaching the boys 
running and exercises; Ananth Joshi, a 
prominent doctor looking after the medical 
aspect of the boys; Vasu Paranjpe former Bombay 
batsman and well-known coach, in charge of 
scouting around for talent to be inducted into the 
programme. 

In addition, Lillee has called upon the services 
of Darryl Foster, one of the leading physical 
conditioning experts in Australia and former 
Australian batsman John Inverarity who 
recently spoke to the lads on the mental 
toughness aspect. 

So it can be seen that the best men are in charge 
of the programme. And Lillee, everytime he 
comes to Madras—which is about twice a 
year—hails the progress made by the boys. He 
says time and again that this is an unique 


The bars are to blame. Tber 
f ate not btebarei tor the barb 
work and saerittces that one 
must make to become a good 
tast bowler. Tbey do not think 
htg, they lack amblllon....They 
enjoy the host at eyerything, 
hut they lack that something 
special that one has to haw lo 
reach the top 


scheme, that the talent is better than in a similar 
programme in New Zealand, that there is nothing 
wrong with the concept, and that he expects 
great things tram the boys. 

One wishes, at least for the sake of Indian 
cricket, to share Lillee’s optimism. But at the 
moment, given the results so far, it is di^icult to 
see the Foundation achieving its goal. 

That said, it must immediately be admitted that 
there is nothing wrong with the basic concept of 
the programme. The boys as already pointed out, 
enjoy the best of training from all aspects in the 
most congenial of surroimdings. There are three 
practice wickets at the Madras Christian College, 
High School ground in West Madras where the 









project IS based (iiicidentally the BAT Scheme is 
also based there) There is a gym with the latest 
equipment. There is also a swimming pool 
A major step towards giving the boys 
internatiuiial exposure Wcis taken last yeai- wiUi 
two of the lads, Devang Kapadia and Sukhwinder 
Singh. bt?ing sent for a six month stint to Perth 
They played ‘A' grade cncket which is just one 
rung below the Sheffield Shield level, practised 
with the Western Australian State squad and 
bowled to the England and Australian teams at 
the WACA ground when the two ‘‘Ashes” teams 
assembled at Perth foi* 


With Kapil Dev ana Manoji Prabhaknir aheady in 
the $r>d»an team there Is only one slot left tor 
another medium pacer. Who will fill the sloP^ 

They are not prepared for the hard 
work and sacrifices that one must make to 
become a good fast bowler They do not think big, 
they lack ambition and are content to reach a 
certain level As Lillee himself put it succinctly at 
the Foundation s inauguration, “You can take the 
horse to the water, but you can’t force it to drink” 
It's the same with the Foundation lads. They 
enjoy the best of everything, but they lack that 

something extra. 


the Test match 

So It can be seen that 
on the lai;e of it there is 
nothing wrong with 
the scheme. Why is it 
then the results 
have not been in keep¬ 
ing with the sound 
concept of \.hv 
Foundation? 

There are answers, 
and one is that the 
boys ai*e to blame. 



something special that 
one has to have to 
reach the top 
Lillee is happy with 
Vivek Razdan’s 
progress and has 
repeatedly pointed out 
to his pei'formances to 
augment the claim 
that the Foundation is 
on the right lines. 

But what exactly 
has he achieved? 







True he bowled very well at 
Sialkot in December 1989 to take five wickets in 
an innings in only his second Test. And on the 
basis of this performance he should have played 
in at lefist one Test in New Zealand. But even 
here, when he got his chances in the first class 
games, he did not do well Still again, when he 
was brought back for the one-day games against 
Sri Lanka late last yeai* he bowled badly and was 
hammered. A crue MRF Pace Foundation product 
would have fought hard to regain his place, and 
having got it, would have fought tooth and nail to 
retain it Razdan may be a tall, strong lad 
physically, but then fast bowling is also about 
having a big heart. Alan Davidson, the former 
Australian faist bowler, says in his book Fifteen 
Paces that, “If one wants to become a fast bowler, 
he must have a big heart, “ 

One would justifiably expiect the Pace 
Foundation lads to run through at least a local 
league side, but except for the rare occasion, this 
has not happened. None of them have done 
anything outstanding for the State and Razdan 
in fact has been overshadowed by the other 
medium pacers in the Tamil Nadu side, Robin 
Singh and D. Vasu. When questioned about this 
Lillee, in defence of his wards, has repeatedly 
talked about the “dead Indian wickets”. But even 
on the most unhelpful of tracks one would think 
that the Pace Foundation lads, with the benefit of 
ctdvanced training and better physical 
conditioning, should be able to perform well in 
local league cricket. Even this has not happened. 

At a press conference in Madras in January 
during Lillee’s last visit to India there was an 
interesting topic for discussion—Sunil 
Qavaskar’s suggestion (in his syndicated 
column) to shift the Pace Foundation to a cooler 



It is a question of the big heart. Liliee had it, the 
Pace Foundation lads seem to lack it 


climate like Bangalore This, he said, could help 
produce better results Botli Lillee and Inverarity 
I dismissed the idea as “having no substance 
I They were of the opinion that if Uie conditions 
I were tougher, the bowlei's would become better 
*Tf the bonders can bowl in the Madras heat 
they can bowl anywhere,” is Lillee’s contention 
Maybe, but then you again come to the question 
of the big heart, And that is what you must have 
to bowl in the heat or on dead wickets Lillee had 
it; the Pace Foundation lads seem to lack it. 








Inverarity in fact during' his visit counselled 
patience Sohsing that we were eager to see 
results, Inverarity said ‘It takes time to make 
champions’*. Yes, w^e understand that and we 
Indians are generally a patient lot. But icx^king at 
the minimal progress made by the wards, one is 
doubtful wh^^ther the scheme will produce 
anything subwtanlial. 

Inverarity’s optimism was one bettor than 
Lillee's, “I see three or four boys playing for India 


Razdan was one of the few MRF Pace 
Foundation success stories 


h<‘ tlif't line iias come to take Gavaskar's 
u'li seriously. 

'Die latest decision, to make the F^ac:e 
Foundation go inleriiational, is also one that 
cuLild boomerang It was staled that the Indian 
boys, sparred by the competition from boys from 
othej coimines, would do even better What 
gnai aniee is there for this? On the other hand, if 
tli(i other b<)vs per-forrn much better then the 
Indian lads could well lose heart and slide 
gi adi 1 a] 1 y Yt?s, hei'c again we come to the 
question of the big heart. And no amount of 
advanced systematic training can give you that 









over the next four or five years." It will be a 
miracle if this happens. 

Yet it must also he admitted that the 
Foundation might have achieved at least some 
more results had it been encouraged properly. At 
least that is what T. A. Sekhar feels. According to 
him the Pace Foundation lads are not being 
encouraged by their respective State associations. 
Other boys are encouraged at the expense of the 
Pace Foundation lads who have better 
credentials. There are certain forces reportedly 
working against the Pace Foundatuon, petty 
jealousy being the reason. 

It may be recalled here that two years ago there 
was the extraordinary charge of "outside 
interference" made by Lillee. Wlien Lil/eit^camc 
back to Madras he saw the boys had ciharigod 
their approach On enquiry he lejarned the 
reason He then made a fervent appeal to 
everyone not to interfere with tne mothods 
taught to the boys at the P'ouiidation so that they 
could progress along the right lines. It tcxik some 
time ff)r thti boys to iron out the “aduitorated" 
methods which they had learnt playing foi their 
respective states and gel back into the groove 
Admittedly even this may have hindei'ed the 
Foundation’s progress somewhat Apd ^*ven two 
year.s later, the petty jealousies of some coaches, 
officials and administrators seem to,be very much 
there 


(Extreme left) WV Raman keeps on dropping In 
to utilise the facilities and the advice of Lillee 


i 




It seems as if Gavaskar's well meant advice is 
not appreciated by Lillee and Inverarity 


Sekhar also pointed out a couple of case's in 
which the Pace Foundation lads have suffered 
“Vivek Hazdan has not been treated well He 
bowled so well in Pakistan, wa.s not played in a 
Test in New Zealand, was dropjoed altogether for 
the tour to England Then Subroto Banerjcic was 
the first standby loi* the Sharjah tn p last year 
after he did very well m Uie Wills 'frophy Hut 
when a substitute was chosen it wa Ajay Jadoja 
who went. Frankly. Razdan shnuld be 
perservei’ed with 

Sekhar admitted that it is difficult t(jr a 
medium pacei- to get into ttie Indian teiarn, "There 
are three rnechurn pacers taken among the 14 or 
15, and Kapil Dev and Manoj Prabhakar are 
established in the side That means there is place 
for only one more and there are about five or six 
claimants”. He however was confident that in the 
next year or two, “One or two Pac-e f oundation 
lads will get into the Indian team” 

Touching on the temperament c;f tlie boys and 
their reluctance to wor k liard Sekhar said, "That 
is why Inverarity was iiiduciod into the 
programme I feel tlu' boy.s lear-nt a lot and 
hopefulIv re^sults will hc' seen vej-y soon” 

So where does the MHF Pac^e Foundation stand? 

Not on a very sound foundation, frankly Overall 
It seems to be a j inxed project De.''piTe the best 
brains-trust operating it. despite having the best 
facilities and eequipmcnt and despite there being 
nothing wrong with its basic concept, it has not 
been able to produce satisfactory results because 
of the attitude of the boys and because of “outside 
interference" When the project was launched not 
many believed that it would succeed. Now it 
seems that for it to produce fast bowlers, it will 
take more than a miracle # 
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TURF NEWS 



HE Calcutta racing season 
of 1990-91, which ended on 
April 14, 1991, will go down 
in the annals of the Royal 
Calcutta Turf Club as one of the 
most successful ever In the 
course of 42 race meetings spread 
over a span of five months local 
turfites experienced a change for 
the better which in the years 
before had seemed merely a pipe 
dream. Innovative ideas, 
computerised totalisators, a 
dramatic increase in the number 
of horses and an increase in the 
Stake money were some of the 
contributory factors which 
combined as a whole to help arrive 
at the desired objective. But what 
made the season all the more 
memorable was the performance 
of a grey gelding named Romantic 
Dancer. 

Calcutta has always been a city 
for Romantics, for the Brave and 
above all for Dancers. We have 
seen two of the greatest horses 
that ever gniced the local turf, 
hail from Calcutta, Tm talking 
about Brave Dancer and Romantic 
Dancer, (in case you haven’t 
already guessed ) and both these 
horses have done a great deal in 
putting Calcutta racing back into 
the right perspective. Brave held 
the record as the highest 
Stakemoney earner in the history 
of Indian racing. He was pushed 
to the very extreme of his 
incredible ability and endurance 
to achieve this record. He finally 
reached the pinnacle in March 
1990 With the Stake money going 
up even faster than the prevailing 
rate of inflation, it was apparent 
that Brave would not hold onto 
that record for very long. As it 
transpired it took a little under a 
year for his successor to hit the 
headlines. Romantic Dancer had 
assumed command. 

That Romantic Dancer had a 
touch of class was apparent the 
first time he stepped onto a 
racetrack. Gelded even before he 
began his racing career to control 



Romantic Dancer: Calcutta's 
champion horse 


his slightly boisterous behaviour, 
Romantic Dancjei* ran four times 
in the course of his juvenile 
campaign and finished off with a 
50% strike rate. Nothing to write 
home about, you might say, but 
those who had seen him knew that 
Dancei' had the power and the 
I grac'e to mature into a top class 
I racehorse. 

It was his temperament that 
wc;iTied them Some described 
him as temperamental, but if you 
ask me it was just Romantic s way 
i of having a good lime. He has a 
great deal of character this grey 
Loves to be part of what is going 
on When he enters the parade 
ring, foi* instance, his ears prick 
up and he looks all over the place 
checking out the crowd and 
probably the opposition. With 
maturity he has sobered down and 
now you can see the intelligence 
written all across his face. He is a 
horse who thinks and if you as a 
rider are not on his wavelength 
you are sure to find it difficult to 
get the better of him 



When Romantic Dancer 
returned to Calcutta after that 
brilliant sojourn down South 
when he won the Bangalore Derby 
in the summer, Calcuttans could 
not wait to see their champion 
begin Ins Classic campaign. He 
had to be exceptional because after 
all he had become the first 
Calcutta based horse to win the 
Bangalore Derby since 1974. Well, 
Dancer did not let them down. He 
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BY CYRUS.J.MAOAN 
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raced four times in Calcutta and 
ended up being unbeaten from all 
his four starts. What was even 
more relevant was the fact that by 
winning these four races he held 
surpassed Brave Dancer’s record 
as the highest money earner and 
so for the second time a Calcutta 

The Classic St. Leger; The epic 
duel between Romantic Dancer 
and Sandbagger. Dancer won 
the duel though 




based horse (and a grey at that) 
was at the top of the table. 

Romantic began with a 
bloodless win in the Classic 
Calcutta 2000 Guineas. His 
trainer Haskell David had kept 
him less than 70% fit for the race 
but that made little difference. 
Romantic Dancer was never off 
the bridle to win as he liked, 
cruising away from the opposition 
without even working up a sweat. 
From here it was on to the second 
leg of the Triple Crown and the 
most important one at triat—The 
Classic Calcutta Derby Stakes, 
Here too it was a case of Dancer 
first, and the rest nowhere, 
although it must bc^ said in all 
fairness that Sandbagger who ran 
second was by no means disgraced 
and he too ran a great race beating 
the third horse in the t;nd by a 
distance 

It was after this that Romantic 
Dancer took on open company for 
the first time in a new^ly instituted 
race called the Gold Hibfuid Indian 
Champion Cup. A straight 
“Weight P'oi* Age” race with 
penalties. Romantic Dancer was 
slated to meet a truly high class 
field which included two previous 
Calcutta Derby winners and a 
horse named Ich Dien one of the 
highest handicapped horses in 
Indian racing. 

Hun over a mile and a quarter. 
the Indian Champion Cup 
produced real vintage stuff with 
Romantic Dancer and Ich Dien 
waging a truly epic battle all the 
way down the straight before 
youth prevailed over age. Ich Dien 
was giving Romantic 4 Kg on the 
terms, but more than that he w^as 
conceding 3 years in age and that 
made Ich Dien’s performance so 
much more creditable. Locked in 
immortal combat over the last two 


furlongs the pair fought it out i 
stride for stride before Romantic 
Dancer finally got half a length in 
front as they flashed past the 
wire. The time clocked was a mind 
boggling 2min. 6.4sec. which was 
a new track record eclipsing a 
record that had stood since 1968 
to the credit of Prince Regent. 

That itself tells you the story 
about the Champion Cup and the 
two champions who made it a race 
to remember. 

Now it was time for the third l*.'g 
of the Triple Crown—the most 
gruelling leg of them all, namt?ly, 
The Classic St. Leger. The race 
was of spiecial significance to 
Romantic; Dancer because if he 
could come out and win he w«ouJd 
earn a bonus for winning the 
Triple Crown wliich was worth | 
Hs. 3,50,000 In addition he also 
earned the Stake for the race itself 
and alxive that a furtlier Rs. 

1.25,000 frcjm the HCTC for 
having become the champion colt 
of the season Hence to say that it 
was a vital race for the Dancer 
would have been an 
understatement As it turned out 
Romantic Dancer had to work 
even hai’der for his victory in the 
Leger. than his triumph in the 
Champion Cup. This time it was 
Sandbagger who almost avenged | 
his defeat in the Derby as he ran I 
the race of his life and did 
everything but beat Romantic 
Dancer w’ho eventually just about 
got his elegant neck m front to 
land the spoils. 

It was his toughest race yet and 
it took its toll. Romantic Dancer 
had to be content with two seconds 
in his next two starts, one of 
which namely the Classic Indian 
Turf Invitation Cup at Madras was 
surely the most important in his 
career. Granted he was never 
given the best of rides on both 
occassions, but all said and done I 
feel that had this race come early 
in the season few would have come 
near Romantic Dancer, Calcutta’s 
very ow-n champion. • 




SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH a ZULLO 


AS TME TMl»PERCljOl)PS WERE B0IL9\N& 

UP Before the vmwl round of the two us. 

OPEM, TWO TMREESOMES HURRIED OFFTWE 
FIRST TEE. AFTER THEIR ROUNDS, ALL ax 
golfers were PISQUALIFIEP ROR START- 
»M& tB MlflUTES AHEAD OFTWEtROFFiClAL 
TEE TAMES... INtLUPlN<^ FORK/ OLIVER, 
WHOSE 5CDI^ WOULD HAVE POT HIM IN A 
PIA/OFF FORTHE^HAMPIONSHIP/ 



’n^\U»46 B/ONLY ONE shot IN /tHE FINAL 
ROONDOF'TME 195a masters, Pf»/ 60 \^ER 
OACKBORKC or. HlTH\lS6QS3ND/sHCroN 
THEPaR-SASTH hole 5>TRA\liHT / FORTHE 
G«EEH. but a spectator in / FRONT OF 
TV<E<&REE»4,SCRAMe>UN& /TofieroUT 
OF THE WAY OF THE BALL, / FEUL DOWN. 
jASVi'S BALL WIT THE FAN / PlCHTON THE 
HEEL OF HIS SHOE AND / BOUNCED 
CLEAP back INTO A / CREEK.' BURKE 

Took a 6iy that ended/his quest for . 

THE 6;REEki UACKC!:.^/n^L/^ 


MLESTOIIES 


WON: By Ali Sher, 
the Addi Golf 
Tournament at 
Delhi. His score ol‘ 
276 set a new course 
record of 12 under 
par 




HISTORY CREATED: By 

Steve and Mark 
Waugfh, when they 


became the first pair 
of twins to play 
tog’ether in the 114 
years of Test 
cricket. 

BANNED: Diego 
Maradona by FIFA 
for 15 months after 
being tested positive 
for cocaine. The ban 
applies worldwide. 
BARRED: Iraq, by the 
Asian Amateur 
Athletics 
Association, from 
participating in the 
Asian Track and 
Field 

Championship, to be 
held in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

WON: By Larry 
Holmes, his first 
comeback bout 
against Tim 


Anderson, in 
Florida. 

TO COMMENCE: The 

disputed Ranji 
Trophy 

quarter finals, from 
April 16. 

TO BE OPERATED: 
Robin Smith, for a 
‘pre-hernia' problem 
that would lead to 
him missing the 
one-dayers against 
the West Indies. 


WON: The Hongkong 
Open Tennis 
Tournament, by 
Richard Krajicek of 
the Netherlands, 
defeating Wally 
Masur in the final. 
WON: The $225,000 
Orlando Classic, by 
Andre Agassi, 
defeating Derek 
Rostagno. This was 
Agassi's first win of 
the year. 













IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDGE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1. Who was known as the “Georgia 
Peach”? 

2. Where is Baseball's Hall of Fame? 

3. Which world heavyweight boxing 
champion was nicknamed 
"Brockton Blockbuster”? 

4. Which sport is integral to the 
theme of the film of yesteryears 
Body and souP 

5. What does the sport slang "cherry 
picking” stand for"? 

6 What is "Tri-State Futurity"? 

7. With what sport is Baton Rouge 
Open connected? 

ANSWERS 

1 TyCobb 

2. Cooperstown. 

3. Rocky Marciano 

4. Boxing. 

5. Basket hanging in basketball. 

6. The famous horse race run at 
Shenandoah Downs 

7. Golf 

CHESS 


h5 Nh8, Black’s king has put on his 
epaulettes. 

15 Nf5 Ra716 h6! {1-0). A slightly 
premature resignation and 
readers are entitled to ask where 
is Morphy’s mate? 

Well, Ifr—17 Nxe7 0xe718 Bg5 loses 
a piece and if 16 Ne817 hg7 Nxg718 
Nh6 and hey presto! You have 
Morphy's mate 
Devangshu Dutta 

Morphy vs Bryan 
White to play and win 



BRIDGE 


Every Russian schoolboy knows 
Phihdors mate that is the 
smothered mate with tlie king 
trapped in the corner. How many 
people know Morphy ’s mate one 
wonders? 

This is the epaulette mate with 
the king self blocked by its ow^n 
pieces on both sides. Morphy 
pulled it off in the diagrammed 
position against Thomas Jefferon 
Bryan at New York 1859 Maybe 
the readers should try tor the 
solution which I'll give next v/eek. 
Remember white to play and win. 

Meanwhile to help you along, 
here are a couple of similar 
cheapos. White: Alekhine Vs 
Lugovsky, Bled, ’31. 

le4e52Nc3Nc63Bc4Bc54 0g4Qf6 5 
Nd5 0x12 6 Kdl KI8 7 Nh3 0d4 8 d3 Bb6? 

8—d6 keeps black in the match 
(this was a simultaneous display 
actually) 9 Rfl Nd810 c3 Qc511 Ng5 Nh6 
12Qh4d6(l-0). White announced 
mate in four 13 Ne6 Nxe6 14 Qe7 
Kg8 15 Qe8 Nf8 16 Nf7 mate. 

White; Donner Vs Black: 
Balcerowsky, Varna, ’62. 

ld4c52dBe63e4d64Nc3 Ne75Nf3 
Bg461i3Bxf37Qzl3a68a4Ng69s3Be7 
10ta4 0-0UBd2M12NdlNd713Ne3Nf614 


'i’he other day I was reading an 
iU-UtJe on probabilty illusions 
Suppose 1 tell you about my friend 
Mihir who is quiet, reserved. 
soft-spoken and likes to reiui 
Guess whether he is a salesman oi* 
a librarian? Most people? would 
surely expect Mihir to be a 
librarian. However, salesmen 
Iprtniumber librarians by at least 
Pbo to 1 So, unless less than 1 in 
every 500 salesmen is quiet, 
reserved, soft-spoken and likes to 
read, Mihir is more likely to be a 
salesman than a librarian. 1 was 
reminded of the article after 
friends criticised me for going 
down on this hand fi'om a 
rubber-bridge game ; 


NORTH(ciuminy) 

Q O 7 'j A 
’ A Q J 3 


V/EST 

Q A » A 2 
■ K 10 7 2 
A 9 6 2 

4Q 


EAST 

Q J 10 b 
9 8 fi 4 
‘ fl / .} 

^ J 6 2 

SOUTH 

QK 

TS 
O E 4 

10 987543 


WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

1 ■ Pass 

Pass 2 * Pass 

Pass Pass Pass 


North’s bidding w as not I | 
would like the rccaU'i s to learn but 1 
anyway we re^ached a | 

t?ontract West led the spade ace ' 

and at t nek t w^o switched t<' a low | 
heart What riow^ ; 

If the clubs w-erf* 8 1 1 wcnild I 
have to hope 11 lat llie lu'art finesse j 
would work so tliat I ^*(^uld dispose j 
off the diamond l(iser However*, if 
the clubs were 2-2 .1}le Iumi t j 

finesse would be a 11 n ni \i\ essarv j 
risk for if it failed .the defeTK/e | 
would cash the diamond ace Y' ■ j 
must have guessed ! 

happened, 1 look the iu^art ace and , 
w'eiit df>wn Now sofnt* of my 
friends pointed cait that the.* lieart 
finesse was a 5( I' r c ha ncf vV lu Ic? a 
2 2 cdub break was t m t\ to* : , so I | 
should have taken the jita\ss(*. 

; What they failed to t.iktMoto : 

account was that with the ticarl ! 
king inside, W’i*st he^i notnismess 
to play Ijack a heai’t if l h-* f inesse i 
was nnavoidahlt'-. I wunid .s.irely i 
lake it. So, tilt'lavi f t ; I't n (iMfidy 
risked giving me a eliato : 

disposeoff my diamond losor as 1 | 

would surely liavedotio it n y | 
trumps were a bit weaker, even ’ 
king-jack-ten to nin*M aids (Ji^art : 
finesse, dispose off t lu* dianamds. ■ 
ruff bac'k to hai>ri and 1 a k e the 
only chance, leadint.' t lie i lub 
king, hoping t(j fintJ e v irgu: 
quoon) liOokiiig a.t the heart king 
in his own hand. West should i 
have realised that the only hoj.’c 
was to find a trump wnnner with : 

partner. So, he should have ; 

simply cashed his aco at | 

trick two which would have left 1 

me wit h no chance 

That is rny point while ttio | 

heart finesse was fx >'« n p/ iori. it ; 
should havebeeii ex;n tly ^ a i 

postf'/’ior;against niy eonipei.eni j 

opponent while the tdub bre-ak 
remained at 40*"^ T'o think that | 

the heart fin(?sse was a | 

chance even after tht^ ax tua I heart j 
return was a .pi-obability | 

illusion! | 

Santanu Ghose i 
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^the 

w COLD 
FACTS 


C OME evcnirif^ and invaded by one of the 
you ve talked 300 or more virnsea that 

you r‘self into the art? the carriers of the 

zone'. You talk yourself most common disease 


successful at that 

Wc can also take some 
easy precautions to see 
that we ai*e not often ihe 


into drntif^ a really 


'the common cold ' What I victims of cold. Here are 


intense workout Not 
till* stuff that you do 
ev(‘ry otlifir day, This 
evening-, you plan to 
really sweat it out You 
are determined ttiat by 
the end of the inontli 
some of the* flab 'dsible 
aroui 1 d 1 h e wai st 1 i n e 
^ should disappear. You 
■ are ^’ottiiifj’ ready for 
that u/t/m,'ih* workout 
wheinaacluK) That 
explosive* sneeze left you 
, breath less You think 
nothing*about it and 
proceed with the 
workout Youthen 
real]7.0 that something is 
not clicking. Dial you 
can't put in the extra bit 
that yon had planned to 
inj€;ct into the workout. 

Your body does not 
i*espond to the exacting 
pressure put on Jt, by 
the weights or tlie 
aerobic exercises Your 
mina tells you to lay off. 
The metal suddenly feels 
cold, and you exfX)rience 
a strange soreness in the 
joints. The enthusiasm 
has ebbed off and you 
^ are tired, and feel 
absolutely wiped out. 

Translation Your 
bcidy has lust been 


is more fru.strating to 
fitness enthusiasts other 
than the sore throat and 
running nose is the 
t bought that you will 
have to lay olT the 
I regimen ti IJ the cold 
^ subsides, and the kilos 
might Just catch up with 
you again. 

Now, how do you 
catch a cold? Coughs 
and sneezes have 
through the ages been 
associated with cxjlds 
We am alwayvS wary of 
the person in the room 
who is coughing or 
sneezing But recent 
studies have proved that 
colds arcf spread more by 
actual contact. This 
means that carriers of 
the cold virus leave 
behind some, of the 
virus on the surfaces 
that they touch We 
guess that this bit might 
get you paranoid. 
because every surface, 
dooi’knob or counter 
tops could have traces of 
the cold virus Well they 
may have, but the 
immune system of the 
body also wards off 
attacks to a large extent, 
ajid are pretty 


some tips: 1) Don’t touch 
your ncDsemiouth with 
your fingers often, 
specially when you are 
sharing things with 
someone who has a cold. 

Exports are convinced 
that the hands are the 
primai'y mode for 
infection. 2) Wash your 
hands frequently Water 
IS not enough to kill the 
virus but it will wash it 
off. 3) Insist that your 
partners in the gym use 
disposable tissues when 
they have colds Also 
insist that the 
commonly‘used plac;es 
like benches be washed 
often with disinfectant. 

4) Keep the air in the 
gym a blt.lmiiiud, 'cos 
when the mucus 
membrane becomes dry 
then one becomes more 
susceptible to colds. 

Coming to the 
question as to whether 
you should exercise 
when you have a cold. 

An opinion poll was 
conducted by the journal 
The Physician and 
Sportsmedicine, and 
according to that the 
opinions are varied. 

Some doctors are of 
the opinion that people 


feel better after 
exercising when they 
have colds. The reason; 
Exercise can increase 
mucus flow, which 
provides relief to the 
upper respiratory tract 
systems. Other doctors 
are of the opinion that 
exercising with colds 
could turn into 
something worse. 

Some basic guidelines 
to determine whether 
you should exercise with 
a cold. If the symptoms 
are located above the 
nock (j’unny nose, 
sneezing, or scratchy 
throat) then exercise is 
safe. But on the other 
had if the symptoms are 
below the neck (fever, 
muscle aches etc) then 
we recommend tha.. you 
lay off for a wdiile. 
Wherever the symptoms 
art? lotiated. do a 'tost 
di ivfr’ first- Do 10 
minutes of your 
workout at half the 
normal speed. If you feel 
that your head is 
clearing up a bit and 
that you're feeling* a bit 
peppy then go for it. 

But, if with every step 
your head jars, and your 
logs feel heavy, then 
there’s no point in 
continuing. At this state 
it is time to give that 
system of yours, some 
much needed rest. 

While you are off 
exercising it would also 
do you good to add lots 
of Vitamin C to your diet 
because it has been 
proved that Vitamin C 
does lower the 
symptoms of cold. Also 
if possible go in for zinc 
lozenges, ‘cos zinc is 
good for the throat. The 
cold has not yet been 
conquered and there is 
no quick respite when 
your immune system is 
overwhelmed by the 
virus. So lay off for a 
while and then— go for 
the ultimate. # 







if s all about 


L KT'S be honeHt 
with ournelve8 
Why do we 
exerciBe*?* F'or 
filnefiH*'’ Yeah, partly 
To live longer*’ Get 
outtH here. To Icxik 
K'cxKi'.'^ Right on' All of 
u^r -provided w^e're man 
or w'onian enough to 
admit it~work those 
muscles to look bettor 
And about the best way 
U) look good is have a 
trim, symmetricaJ build, 
SymmetricaJ. .. that’s 
the key word Like that 
heavenly build sported 
by the great Frank Zane. 
three-time Mr Olj’tnpia. 
Now running a fitness 



cx^ntre in Palm Springs, 
California. 2^ane shares 
his secret of symmetry: 
“When I was a 
competitive bodybuilder, 
everyone said. ‘Tiane has 
perfect symmetry.' The 
trutli of the matter is, I 
don't at all And neither 
does anyone else. 

Scientists have for 
centuries tried to 
explain w'hy nature 
tends to econoinLze form 
in Its creations, whether 
It be bubbles, fish or 
atomic nuclei This 
phenomenon of nature 
to proceed in the 
simplest, most efficient 
w'ay is seen in the 
human body as 
symmetry. Although 
perfect symmetry is not 
to be found in people, 
some have it to a greater 
extent than oUiers. 

I have known for a 
long time now that the 
left side of my body was 
quite different from my 
right side, Not only are 
the muscles shap>ed 
differently on each side 
but my vascular 
netwmrk is quite 
different as well, W^hiie 
there wasn’t anything I 
could do about the 
convolutions of ray veins 
and anenes, I 
could—through weight 
traimng—develop the 
shape of ray muscles so 
they would more closely 
match left side wnth 
right, 

WTiat bodybuilders 
and physique critics 
mean when they refer to 
symmetry is proportion 
In mathematics, 
proportion is defined as 
a statement of equality 
between two or more 
ratios. A ratio is a 


comparison txitwtxm two 
measurement—and 
when all of these 
measurement 
comparisons are 
skilfully blended 
together, there is perfect 
proportion, 

Years ago David 
Willoughby defined 
perfect proportion as 
equal measurement of 
c^ves. upper arms and 
neck, but I feel there is 
more to proportion than 
that, as the entire body 
must be taken into 
account. Thighs must 
not be too big in 
comparison with caJves. 
biceps development 
must match triceps, 
upper body must not 
overshadow lower body, 
upper arms must be in 
balance with forearms, 
traps must not be Ux) big 
for lats, pecs must not be 
so heavy as to make the 
deltoids app)ear too 
small, neck must not be 
too big as it would make 
the shoulders and torso 
appear narrow, waist 
should be small enough 
to accentuate the taper 
of the torso and 
development of the legs. 
Put all this tc>gether so 
that no one bodv^part 
doirnnates visual 
attention at the expense 
of the others and yiou 
have perfect proportion, 
a quality I have sjxni 
ray entme bod ybuilding 
career striving to 
achieve. And while 1 
may not have perfect 
syinmetry. I come closer 
to perfection when :t 
comes to propc/rtion 
N o w w ba 1 e n a t u r e 
te n ds to o p 1 1 ni ize f o ,r n. 
in the human 'D^.xiy 
l h r o o g h. s y. i nm e t ry 


unless we practice the 
right kind of w^eight 
training we may become 
less symmetrical as we 
grow older Take a l(X)k 
at sports we may 
prac’tic^^ throughout our 
lives BfLseball players 
catch witii one hiuid and 
throw with another; 
football players kick 
w'lth only one leg; tenuis 
players are far from 
ambidextrous, as are 
golfers, archers and 
basketball players; 
runners and cyclists 
develop their legs 
without upper bodies to 
match; weightlifters 
have big strong traps, 
thigtis, buttocks and 
lower backs: gymnasts 
have great upp>er bodies 
at the expense of 
balanced leg 
development. And wTule 
some sports work the 
whole body in a more 
balanced fashion than 
others, e.g., swunraing, 
sports in general 
prrjmote asymmetrical 
development. 

Bodybuilding is the 
only sport where 
attention is paid to the 
development of the Ixxiy 
as an end in itsedf and 
not a mea,ns to an end, 
Through intelligent 
training, w'lth the use of 
free weights fespecially 
d u ra b be 1 Lsana c a b i e .s, 
w^e can balance a 
p r eCn ,s jx s 1 1 i : i tc.) w an d 
asmumetncai rauscuiar 
he v'f^hopment inherent in 
pracoucallv' all athletic 
e n d ea v o rs. 

Aisec. as w e age the 
X.ciy can bxccnne less 
symmetrical througn 
injuries A oiceps tear' 
re suits m ^wo very 
dissmniar i'xiking tirms 







rip one J.KX' and tlie Iwo 
will newer Ux>k the wtine. 
While weigfht trainin^i;: 
will HtrtMi^theii fliic'h 
injuneB, it will never 
restore sy nunetrv 
You'd l>eHt l>e careful to 
avoid injurieR in the firHt 
pliU^e Still, even with 
injunes a Ixk;1> huilder 


ean maintain the 
illuHK)!! of HVininelry 
have” 


That’s 7>ane s nnL^(' 
for you Try It, and 
Kx)k txHU^r' 













WORLD OF SOCCER 




US Gets Ready Far The Gup 

E ven though a general aenae of pewrimiam 
prevails throughout the aoooer world about 
the 1994 World Cup hehig held in the land of 
no-football, the Americana aeem to be quite 
aerioue about the diallengeth^ face. 

Tbejr know, for all the oritioiam and dqubta the 
world over, that inlteetruoture will by no means 
prove a problem fbr holding the Cup: the US do 
have the capacity and money-power to offer the 
moat up-to-date fiaoUities. Sut what worries them 
now the most is their low reckoning as a 
footballing nation. The Americans do not simply 
want to look like a bunch of feds giving a poor 
account of themselves on the playing arena, 
while hosting football's greatest razzmatazz. 

So, they are eager to set about their 
preparationB well in advance and recently made 
up their mind on the man who is going to coach 
their prospective ‘world beaters’. Bora 
MiliiijEinovio, who led Meadoo to the sixth place in 
the 1986 World Cup, and then took Costa Rica to 
the second round last jrear, has been appointed 
coach of the United States national team for the 
1994 World Cup. 

And, far from regarding himsdf and his boys 
as undedogs, the new coach has already been 
articulate about his dreams and aspirations. ‘The 
final game is my dream,” he said, recently, “And 
. if srou don’t dream, you’ll never gd there.” 

And to be of hundred per cent help to his boys, 
Milutinovichasalreadyputhimselfintoan' 

tntwruriva cM—h omurpa in ICngMoh 

Happy Days Are Here Again 

G ood times have once again come to the life of 
Oianluoa Vialli. The Italian has suddenly 
found himarif amid goals, scored faster than 
ever in the Italian league and is now poised to 
drivehisclubSampdoriatoachampionshlpthey' 
have never in all their 96 years even suggested 
th^ can win. 

Vialli was a man under extreme pressures 
during these tense days leading to the Italian 
World Cup. when a whole nation took it fbr 
granted that Vialli would be Italy’s main scorer i 
and saviours. One writer, realising the players 
sorry plight under the burden of expectations, j 
even vnrote, “Look into the eyes of Oianluoa Vialli j 
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and you look into the eyes of a h a nti ted man." 

Andthaetrain destroyed ViaUi. ife played in 
only the first two disappointipg Italian matches, 
then disappeared until the semi-finals when he 
was substituted after 70 minutes. And the goals 
he was expected to provide were scored rather by 
TotoSchillaci. 

Subsequently. Vialli, hurt and humiliated, 
recoiled into his own shell of silence and 
dejection, while a barrage of criticism continued 
to be hurled at him by detractors as well as 
disenchanted fans. 

He missed the first eight games of this season 
withakneeii^jury and was left out of the national 
team last December which was almost an insult 
since they were merely on a trip to Cyprus, and 
won 4-0. 

But if talent might sometimes slumber, it will 
always return with a vengeance and Vialli indeed 
was due a comeback. Since the turn of the year 
and his two goals in a 4-1 thras h i ng of Napoli 
raised his statxure fiom near oblivion, stretched 
Sampdoria's run to eight wins in their last nine 
games and opened a three point lead in the 
league. 

And in recognition of his remarkable comeback 
the Samp doria coach Vijadin Boskov said. 

" Viftiii is at his very best now. He has matured, 
he’s in peak condition and we can always expect 
g^oals trom him, now that he has put behind his 
injuries and disappaintments fitnn the World 
Cup.” 

Husband Divorces Befereeing 
Wife 

F or 28-year-old Wendy Toms, it was the best 
of times and the worst of times. In March 
1991, she became the first woman referee in 
the British football league. One of the last male 
bastions crumbled, when Wendy was chosen as 
the fourth official for a 3rd division match, 
Bournemouth vs Reading at Deans Court. 
However, Wendy had to pay a price for this 
unusual (for her sex) dedication to football. 

Her husband applied for a divorce, stating that 
his wife was neglecting the house and 
r^tionships had become inoompatible. The 
judge atPoble saw the irony in the situation and 
said it was the first occasion that a husbaitd 
asked for a divorce as the wife was too involved in 
football. • 
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PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO 



nwrtfRaMion of 
lo admit to the offolr, 
Tyson was slapped with 
fimncial supp^. 
Thoi^'someone else 
was l^'corrymQ the 
baby. 

"Weiesolvedour 
differences in a civilised 
hishion," said attorney 
Raoul Lionel Felder, the 
lawyer for 23>year-^ 
KiiTdMrfy Scdiborough, 
mother of Tyson's 




PAYING FOR/r 


Tyson strikes ogoln 


P ROMISCUITY is 
life in the we s te r n 
world ond some 
people pay,.iiteralty...like 
AAikeTyson. Tyson 
recently fell victim to 
oneofhis/iozaor 
seMcopodes. Surprised? 


daughter. Felder was 
also the attorney for 
Octress Robin Oivens 
during her much 
publicised estrangement 
with Iron Mike. 

Ouringa ISmImjte 
court appearance at the 




?yedi|K om^ soiMit fMqr 


Manhattan forrily'court, 
Tyson wos oidced by 
hearing officer Francirw 
Seiden If he was the 
fether of the child. 
"Yes," he replied stony 
faced. When it come to 
financial settlement, 
Tyson took a bit of a 
bcrtterjng there too. The 
financial terms of the 


agre e m e nt were hot 
disOlosed but were . 
obviously heavy. "My 
iipS ore sealed but th^ 
resolved H in a decent 
foir way," Felder again 
dripped in. Tysononiy 
had his way when It 
came to the child's 
nome: the baby girl was 
ruimed Michoel Tyson. 




Boria B e c he r tNolloewelOrgMIl 


DRIVE MY CAR 


Becker around the bend? 

W HAT does Boris Becker want tobe? A 
New York cabbie. And what did he do 
‘ when he once lost early in the U.S. 
Open? He got into his car and drove all over 
New York trying to forget all about it. Now 
what does Becker have a fetish for? Cars, 
because he loves the atmosphere of solitude 
inside them. 

This passion of his, however, got him into a 
little trouble last year when he was caught 
speeding down the Stuttgart-Munich 
highway. The Ksult was a suspension and a 
hefty fine. 

Becker appealod against the fine recently 
but the courts ruled it out. Trqiped by one of 
those fixed traffic cameras that are so 
common in Germany, Boris was recorded 
driving at 128kph (8(hnph) tm a60km 
stret<£. But was he really bothered with nU 
this? No way, Jose. He spent most of histi^" 
in the U.S.«diereJbie drove around With hig ./^ 
American license. 




COLOUR OF MONEY 
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I IMRAN AND THE BIG C | 


And it's not cricket 















T his one’s sUghtly different. Pakistan’s 
first Cancer Hospital is under 
construction and there is no one happier 
than dreamboat Inu'an Khan whose tireless 
efforts have initiated it. This is a project udiich 
Imran says, “I’ve dedicated my life to.*’ 

Imran’s efforts at fund raising for the 
hospital started in 1989 and he has managed to 
raise $2 million. Hie total target is $13.5 
million. 

The motivating factor behind diis campaign 
was Imran’s mother who died of cancer 
because the doctors in Lahore didn’t have the 
facilities to detect the symptoms. The 
arrogant Khan that he was, Imran admits that 
at one time he was “immune to the pain and 
misery around me.” He found it difficult to 
start fund raising, “Having hardly ever asked 
my parents for money, I found it difficult to 
ask other people for donations.” But now he 
says, “I’m lucky I can turn any adiievement cm 
the oricket field tp some socially useful 
purpose. Making someone close to me suffer 
was Allah’s way to ^mwme the direction.” 

And thus Imran’s dream slowly takes diape. 
TMd you tihis one was diffeMDt. 












STOCKHOLM. 
Sweden—“Sold to Here 
Nielesson for 

10,650,000 crowns”. 

Some 100 people, 
mostly curious spects- 
tars, were crowded into 
an auditorium as the 
gavel was brought 
down. But this was no 
everyday real estate auc¬ 
tion. Up for sale was the 
Archipelago Paradise 
Vikingskill, a ten — 
ZYioiD estate just outside 
Sweden’s capital city. 

The owner was Bjorn 
Borg. 

It was an extraordin¬ 
ary and sad situation 
that many were hoping 
could have been avoided. 
But when the money 
that covered the five 
times Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion’s debts never 
materialised, there was 


indeed launch a serious 
come back, that he 
atleast be in as good a 
shape now as he was 
diuring his glory years. 

Former coach Lennart 
Bergelin is not one of the 
believers. 

“Let us continue to re¬ 
member Bjorn as the 
great champion he was.” 
Bergelin says. “With to¬ 
day’s competition and 
after such a long break, 
he wouldn’t have a 
chance. It would be im¬ 
possible, even for a per¬ 
son with a will of steel.” 


sor Ingmar Alverdal, 
who has been closer to 
Borg over the last seven 
years than anyone. Say 
Alverdal, “I have never 
seen or had any reason 
to suspect that Bjorn has 
had anything to do with 
drugs.” 

As for his alleged 
suicide attempt, it has 
never been taken 
seriously by those who 
know Borg. It is ack¬ 
nowledged that two mis¬ 
takes were made: One, 
that the combination of 
good wine and insomnia 
medication was too 
much: and two, that 
Loredana called for an 
ambulance rather then a 
private doctor. That im¬ 
mediately alerted the 
media and created head¬ 
lines where none were 
warranted. Borg left the 
hospital a few hours la¬ 
ter—under his own 
■power. 

Speaking of Loredana, 
there is a war between 
her and the Swedes, one 
that has been going on 
ever since since she first 
became Borg’s girlfriend 
and was introduced on a 
Swedish entertainment 



nothing else to do. 

Since Borg had paid 
only $500,000 for the 
property, it should have 
been a lucrative transac¬ 
tion. But the former 
owner, who was in 
Milan, Italy with wife 
Lorendana Berte, and 
did not see a single pen¬ 
ny from the sale. It went 
directly to the Swedish 
authorities. 

T he string of negative 
events in Borg’s life, 
from the alleged 
suicide attempt in 
February 1989 to the 
collapse of his clothing 
empire last year have 
without doubt tarnished 
his reputation. But at 
the same time, the Swed¬ 
ish people still talk ab¬ 
out and remember “Ice 
Borg” as a hero. And not 
surprisingly, news of 
his return to tennis has 
generated enormous in¬ 
terest. 

Many are all for it. 
Others feel it could 
further spoil his image. 
Most of all, Swedes are 
hoping that if Borg does 


Whatever happens, 
the speculations about 
Borg’s future comes at a 
good time. Pictures 
taken from his practices 
in London reveal that 
Borg is taking care of 
his body and working 
seriously. He hopes he 
can finally lay to rest the 
image of a washed up 
sports idol who wasted 
his fortune on drugs 
and parties. 

And what of the 
cocaine? When it comes 
to drugs, all is taboo in 
Sweden, though every 
variety is available here. 
So when former girl¬ 
friend Jannicke Bjorl- 
ing, who was in a cus¬ 
tody battle with Borg 
over their son, Robin, 
“disclosed” in a maga¬ 
zine article that Borg 
used cocmne, the pedes¬ 
tal upon which he sat be¬ 
gan to shake. A drug 
^dict as a sport hero is 
unacceptable. 

Borg won the ensiling 
libel suit and collected 
$15,000. He continues 
to deny ever having 
taken drugs. Backing 


program. The singer’s 
provocative profile was 
too much for the staid 
Swedish public. Since 
then Loredana has felt 
targeted and unwel¬ 
come. It’s too bad, be¬ 
cause behind the mask 
of the artist is a woman 
who certainly is impul¬ 
sive, yet at the same time 
both charming and- 
warm. 

Is Borg broke? Of 
course not. Bolstered by 
IMG’s advisors, Borg is 
set for hfe financially, 
even if the crash of his 
business empire was a 
very expensive ex- 
periece. So why the auc¬ 
tion? Well, large pe^s of 
Borg’s assets are tied to 
funds abroad, and in 
order to cover his $4 mil¬ 
lion debt in Sweden he 
had to release some $11 
million of that money. 
The differnce—$7 mil¬ 
lion—would have gone 
directly to the Swedish 
executors! 

But even if the final 
bill amounts to $20 mil¬ 
lion, Borg will not be 
knockedout. His new 
business companion is 
an Italian, Alessandro 
Racic and they have big 
plans. The base of the 
new venture will still be 
the name Bjorn Borg but 
instead of manufactur¬ 
ing the goods them¬ 
selves, the pair intends 
to license agreements 
worldwide. Thus. Bjorn 
will no longer have to be 
involved in the day to 
day operations or take 
all the financial risks; 
and can spend his time 
on the court preparing 
his body and his mind to 
do the unthinkable. 

One thing is for sure: 
Bjorn Borg has not hit 
his last tennis ball—or 
paid his last bill. 

Aran IMninr 

The author is a tennis reporter tor 
newspapers in Sweden for the past 
15 years 
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A major illness can strike you anytime. 

The expenses involved could stagger you. New India otters you a 
special policy to take care ot the high costs of hospitalization. 
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WORLD TENNIS 


SHAME & 

scandal 


AN EXPOSURE ON HOW UNLIKE OTHER 
SPORTS. THE DIRTY LITTLE SECRETS 
OF TENNIS m CAREFULLY GUARDED 
AND KEPT AWAY FROM THE PUBLIC 
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OOOM BOOM SHAK 


frnSBT CAT'S OWtNA 
KNOCK VOU BACK 
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6 SHAME AND SCANDAL IN 
THE TENNIS WORLD. 

Hie world of 
international tennis has 
avery clean ima^. But 
this doesn't mean that 
there are no 

scandals.it Is just that 

these are under-played 
by the press. 


A 9 BORG WAS THE 
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Kriahnan speaks to 
Rohit BriJnath on life on 
the international tennis 
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opinion on the players 
he has played against. 
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acting, to health and 
fitness—no other actress 
has been as honoured or 
successful as Jane 
Fonda. Some health and 
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what she preaches. 
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A^iw- Fos^ it. 


Monica Seles 
poses for a 
photo session 
in casuals 


iw&CK^Pt havesbov^how'ttBDi^;^ 

*^*^*"1? ***** /thaj-BctoriMfl nporia' 

jouriuilism over the Iiwt teii years. Ym 
we bring you down’, almost aeenas to be the 
written>ineGUa’B motto this past dsoade. Indeed, as 
wnteis have brought dknim mie loon after 
ahother, the tennis player has. by and large, 
remained unscathed. In an era when dirt is so 
alluring, the tennis world is squeaky clean. 

It is not for the ladt of nunour or innuendo. 

The underside the game is as dirty as any 
other. There are drugs, there is betting, there is . 
eb ftating and both the men’s and women’s tours 
are fertile ground for sexual experimentation. 

Yet rarely does any behind>the-soenes gossip ever 
find its way into the mainstream media. Why 
then is it, that tennis stars are watched and not 
judg^? 

Oiie reason is that there is a whole army of . 
people guarding the 
dirty little secrets of 
tennis. And any serious 
or regular touring 
journalist exposing the 
private lives of the stars 
risks being cut-off 
forever. 

The problem is not 
that tennis writers want 
to avoid the truth. On 
the contrary most have 
devoted their lives to 
illuminating the 
subtleties of the game 
and tennis jounrnlism 
has always served as 



There are drugs, there is 
betting, there is cheating 
and both the men’s and 
women's tours are fertile 
ground for sexual 
experimentation. Yet, 
rarely does any 
behind-the-scenes 
gossip find its way into 
the mainstream media. 
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T SNNISwriteni 
kiiewthatChlis 
Evert’s Ufe off 
court did not always jibe 
with the demure 
persona she projected 
for the fans, yet not a 
single word about her 
personal life ever 
i^peared in print. 
Boyfriends and 
husbands ranging from 
Jimmy Connors to John 
Lloyd, Burt Reynolds to 
Adam Faith and yet....' 

Of course Evert had 
nothing to be ashamed 
of; it might have even 
lent a little more 
complexity to her image. 
Yet why were Evert’s, or 
for that matter so many 
others, off the court 
exploits such a closely 
guarded secret of the 
media? Could a tennis 
writer have built any 
kind of career without 
some access to say an 
Evert or a Lendl ? 

Frenchman Yannick 
Noah took over from 
where ‘disco kid’ Vitas 
Oerulaitis had left off. 
Noah once even publicly 
claimed that he made 
love to his girlfriend in 
the men’s locker room 
only minutes before a 
game at the Australian 
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Mmnroe eoob tff when the 
kaalSM 
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piifeiwMtt^ 

orxvQwtlcs^^ . 

«DiiptitiMi‘fiimbf 

tttmis press has so 
iuteiMt in c^iexiinff. 
Wbiislnfoothaia 
Msndona is suspended 
and humiliated for 
oooaine use, tbwe is 
scarcely any mention of 
the continuing rumours 
that John McEimoe 
eras—and probably still 
is--a regular 
cocaine-user. There are 
top players, though not 
willing to be named, 


Whether symboilc Of 
lisyohologtcat, there is a 
real sense that the men 
and women so 
immacuiately clad are 
vinherently good, as is the 
cast of charecters that 
surrounds and feeds on 
them 


■■■ery tinnlr -wi'n^to A’'' 

totalhayatesy. 






who talk openly about 
the McEnroe cocaine 
habit. 

A few years ago a 
writer from World 
Tennia magazine 
actually mustered 
enough courage to ask 
McEnroe about the 
rumour. When he 
reacted in a typical Mac 
manner, the question 


Andre Agassi: Labelled a 
‘punk’ and a ‘jerk’ merely 
oecause his clothes don V 
conform with tradition 
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Sixuse there iaxioserkmaainlregulw drag, ' 
teetingr an the tours, the only cttlnr ]NK}^#hq 
have a sense who's doiiv w^t are the^ton; 
But no one is sayinff anything. 

And so whUe to othMT sports plsyarB are 
siispended and somettoies convicted tor their 
tovoli^ent^t^stoD^ cwntolpeti^ ti»mis 
ooines out with a clean toutge. 


LOCKER - ROOM secrets 


S OME Of toe most engagtog rumours to the 
.gtdne ooaosm the subject of sex on toe 
wcanen's tour. The trttto of what goM on, 
lies Bomewbere between common knowledge and 
a deep dark secret. But again no one is saying tor 
sure. 

When Sue Barker (remember the girl who 
dated singer (^iff Richard; claimed that it was 
the older women who Turned’ the younger ones 
Their way’, she even mentioned that one all-time 
great’s sexual tmidencies were such a closely 
guarded secret that no one even had an 
inclination who it was. But there was no follow 
up on that claim and rumours that it was 
Virginia Wade have never been confirmed. Wade 
still continues as a very respected lady at the All 
England Qub being the last British lady, to win a 
singles title there. Just as Billie Jean King is now 
a very highly respected person and coach in spite 
of the confirmed stories that she once had as a 
‘companion’ a young invalid g^irl who eventually 
sued the bespectacled champion for damages. 

When Oabriela Sabatini was asked a few years 
ago about what goes on in the locker room, she 
replied that she didn’t know much 

since she always 
undressed in private. 

She claimed she was 
‘frightened’ to change in 
front of the other women 
in the zoom. 

Sabatini herself has 
gone out of her way to 
make her preferences 
clear. Her disastrous 
romance with one Frank 
Unkelbach.who claimed 
that though she was a 
glamour girl, Sabatini 
was actually an innocent 
virgin—might have 
affected her play last 
summer, but it did, 
however, put the record 
straight. The latest is 


Sabatini said sha iiid not 
Know much about what 
goes on in the locker 
room since she always 
undressed in private. She 
claimed she was 
‘frightened’to change in 
front of the other women 
in the room 
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7 prcfi r u> hi appreciatid 
for my beauty and oilier 
qualities rather ihan o/il\ 
heini^ seen as a /emits 
champion": Suha/ini 







tJwt<3Wby lu« now 
Ibr a man twio»her nge. 
Ifernewloveia 
41-year'OldJ(»rge 
MartliMZ, atwioe 
divoroeil Argentine 
aotorehemetatn 
Buenos Alrea night cdub. 
A Mend of the 
20-yearold 

multl-millicmaire beauty 
says, ''He’s the sort of 
mature, experienoed 
man Qabriela needs." 

Of course, the most 
talked about, sexual 
preference is that of 
Martina Navratilova. 
One must however 
admit that Martina 
played her cards well. 
She made her confession 
early and straight. In 
her autobiography 
'Being Myaelf she told of 
how her first experienoe 
withamanwas 
disappointing, and so 
the change 
preference. It is 
rumoured that though 
Martina’s inclinations 
are stronger towards 
her own sex, she is 
bisexual. 

Surprisingly 
she has even gone on 
record that she wants 
children of her own. 

While it is no one’s 
business' what players 
do in the privacy of their 
bedrooms, can you 
imagine if 



ViV Richards had publicly claimed that he was a 
homosexuall 

Yet Martina and all the others get no flak. Even 
her recent break-up with long time 
companion Judy Nelson 
has not got much 
publicity. 

When Margaret Court 
blasted Martina last year 
fin* being a poor role 
model, a few American i 
newspi^rs were brave 
enough to pkk up the 


However, there seems to be a new 
breakaway trend among the yotinger 
women’s players now. Many are very 'into' 
the latest lady’s fashions and some have 
even ventured into modelling. This has 
helped give the women’s tour a greater 
shade of feminity 


story. Oh yes, the tatdoids vrent to town, but then 
who takes them seriously anyway. None of the 
more serious newspapers chose to go much 
further than simifly quote Court. Had 

they done so. they might 
have exposed a world 
where young pliqrerB are 
sometimes pressurised 
to adopt a certain 
lifestyle in order to enter 
the inner sanctum the 
women’s tour. Even the 
players didn't side 












with Court. Chris Evert practically 

t(dd Court to mind her own business saying that 

Martina was a role model even for her. 

IroDioally, the only substantial story that 

followed the Court 
outburctt was done by a 
writer of a tabloid. She 
unearthed an lumamed 
teenager whose “tales on 
the women’s tour^’ were 
lost in the tabloid, sadly 
and predictably, among 
CFO bal^ and Nazi 


' aiioiald the 

womm’stenii^ 
falMiinia; ^ is 
fta d h B nwifp enMp i ie 
non gnita on the ibur. 

One would wonder 
why there is not mueh . : 
eo^fixreeantltliy’ 


" tennto’ when''l£^W^a3U ‘ 

manyziMnioid;w^i^^ ' 
! on^the toUr..'Oiil)e'^ -' 
only naine l^ohni 
Seguso and Carling ^ ^ 
Basset as a high proCQe 
tennis>playiiig niaiinried 
oouple. 

It should not be 
forgotten that ezo^ fbr 
the (brand Slam 
toumamenta and a few 
other8.the men and 
women’s tournaments 
are held separately and 
at different venues. ’The 
seclusion might act as a 
catalimt to the lifestyle 
on the women’s circuit. 
Rumours about who is 
gay and who is not are 
the most interesting in 
tennis. But with so 
much at stake for the 
players and the 

journalists who cover them, few will ever see the 
light of day. 

However, there seems to be a new breakaway 
trend among the younger women's players now. 

Many are 

very ‘into’ the latest 
lady’s fashions and some 
have even ventured into 
modelling. This has 
helped give the women’s 
tour a greater shade of 
feminity. 

One of the few 


> , . 


Why are off the coiirt expfoits such a 
ciosety guarded secret of the media? 

Could a tennis writer have built any Kind of 
career without some access to say an 
Evert or a Lerull? Why is it that tennis 
players are watched and not judged? 
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private-Iifofloandals that ■|ipjLj||i^^ 
acituallygotxnore 
publicity than it truely 

deserved was Peter HHHHHIHH 
Grafs relationship with 
tanoBT Playboymodel Nicole Meissner. The 
reason was simple. The story broke jtist before an 
unusually ‘dry’ Wimbledon and the parasitic 
British tabloids pLoned their circulation hopes on 
it. Iiiforeover, Steffi’s indifferent play on the court 


thfrfcMrnaibwtittow < 
Just; one ftinoal zeituast 
fhsn the ocganiaeirs to 
win ths ooDsent of the 
media not to ask any 
personal questions at 
Steffi's i»e8S 
oonferenoes. 


SHOCKING 


f j .1 

* jI 

I F tennis writers feel 
that sex and drugs 
is not what they 
should vhite about since 
it doesn’t have any direct 
rriatkm with the game, 

^||p|p|llh» ^ then what about the 

other sha^ part of the 

"SSgjliPL game itself; cheating, 

25S|SfP2S tanking, wheelerdealing 

SSSp^Sp^ 

2Sg|giP5|gt The one grand attempt 

UPgigiPSiiP to expose the dark side 

A ofthegameoocured 

seven years ago, when 

SSgiillffP^^^^B Michael Mewshaw 

penned Short Circuit. In 
it he made a candid 
presentation of the 
shocking improprieties 

affecting every level of the men’s game. He wrote 
about things that would have scandalised and 
shaken the foundations of any other profes^onal 
sport: {layers including Vijay Amritraj, tanking 
matches, linesmen keeping top players in 
tournaments by cheating on line calls, shady 
financial deals and appalling conflicts of interests. 
When the book hit the stands it was advertised as 
‘the book to put out the lights of the tennis world’. 
The initial reaction from the tennis establishment 
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The most talked 
about sexual 
preference is that of 
Martina Navratilova. 

But Martina has 
played her cards well. 

She made her 
confessions early and 
straight 





wasone 

of mild panic: the 
players ran for cover 
and the power brokers 
denied everjrthing. 
When it became clear 
that no one cared 
enough to effect any 
reforms, it was back to 
business as usual. 

Take the case of Ooran 
Ivanisevic, the young 
Yugoslav now making it 
big on the circuit. 
Among his fellow pros 
he has quite a reputation 
as a ‘tanker*. Any other 
non-trier in any other 
sport would have been 
crucified and buried by 
the press for lack of 
fighting spirit, but in 
tennis they just joke 
about it. 

After one match, 
which he lost in five sets 
to Darren Cahill, 
Ivanisevic admitted, “I 
never should have lost 
that match. But after I 
lost the fourth set. I just 
‘tanked’ the fifth”. 

Reporters amazed and 
amused at his bluntness 
merely wanted to be sure 
he wasn’t misusing an 
English word. “Goran,” 
one Of them asked, “are 
you sure you know what 
‘tanking’is?” 

Ivanisevic shrugged, 
“Sure”, he answered, “It 
means you give up”. 

Everybody laughed, 
the Yugoslav made it to 
the cover of World 
Tennis the following 
month and 


i i 


YannkkNoah: Now 
propagating 
drug testing in the 
tennis eiretdi 






Boris that "bs to 91^ fiaar tenniB. 

Ths gams as^ xtKirs lllR 

'WHITE' LIES 


B ITT dcm't be tnisUdcea. llie t^oinis pr^ dom 
oocasiciiially take players io task, llieroao. on . 
top of the hit list is now Andre Agassi. 

‘Infantile twerp,” "Wayne Newton in Denim” and "a 
chic bundle C 3 naical oontrivanoes” are the more 
subdued names ttiat Agassi has been called in the 
American media. When one journalist was refused 
an interview by the boy with the howlt 2 ser fbretiand, 
the gentleman went ahead and wrote a thirteen page 
run down of Agassi, in SportB Dlustrated which for 
starters had an introduction that read "Andre 
Agassi was recently bom again. Now, if he can only 
grow up”. 

The anti-Agassi hype 
came to such a stage 
that the player had to 
appeal to people to lay 
off him. A born-again 
Christian he wondered 
why people hounded 
him for being bad whep 
"there are so many other 
bad, bad guys around 
us”. 

Oh yes, Andre does 
have his short-comings, 
but why label someone a 
“punk" or a "jerk” 
bi^use his clothes don’t 
conform with tradition. 

If wearing coloured 
clothes on court is evil 
then Agassi is the devil 
himself. Afterall, good 
guys wear white, 
remember. More than a mere metaphor, ‘white’ is a 
h^o of respectability accorded to all American 
heroes, including of coxu'se American tennis stars. 
White has always set tmmis apart and despite the • 
intrusion of neon and the likes, it always will. 
Whether symbolic or psychcdogioal, there is a real 
sense that the men and women so immaculately clad 
are inherently good, as is the cast of characters that 
surrounds and feeds onthem. It colours, however 
subtly, the thinking of the fans, the press and 
. somettoes even the players themselves, forming the 
basis for S relationship that has thrived from the 
good cdd days when ‘gay’ meant happy right up to 
the temds boom. No one in the tennis world seems to 
have heard ofwhite lies’. 

White might not always he right, but no one seems 
to want H any other way. • 


Yannick Noah, (in 
picture) who, took over 
from Disco Kid, Vitas 
Gerulaitas, even claimed 
that he had once made 
love to his girlfriend in 
the men’s dressing room 
before a match at the 
Australian Open 









Not only was the third Test washed out by rain, but poor gale receipts 
proved that long Test series in the West Indies are fast fading 
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BY JOHN WOODCOCK 


i 
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T ' HAT t wiis iiny 

play at all in tht* t hircl 
'Ff's! match hi*t wenn 
West JiirlH.‘S atici 
A list ralia , 
anerall Lht; ram, 

I was rtMiiarl<abl(M‘nou^h. As 
for the pi'nmpt start, at 10 05 am, 

I hilt surprised (*von Wu) lot'a,Is Tho 
pilch s(N;rnf‘d to have betm 
adequciitt'ly tovered this tunc, 
thoa|4‘h ifs slowness made* runs 

^- 


hard to conic by 

With the i > far lichind the 

clfKjk, and tla? people back a,t 
work, tlic ^-round was prf‘dictahly 
empty Tla* aulhonties had spent 
the wer'kend count m^- then- 
losses TIitMiniy tom* her-t* in tJit* 
last yoyears to have rr.ado,i profit 
was that by Pakistan I hrt.*e years 
ag*o, not least bet'a u se 1 1 f -on i p ri sod 
only three Tf?st matches Tlie c:ost 
of travt*l and the loss of play in the 
first 1‘est in Jamaica, and, riKjre? 
importantly, here in Port of Spam, 
where the takings art* noT*mally 


t he best, means that the West 
Indian board is already lookintJ- 
at a sizeable deficit Ultimately. 
ttif*y may be faced with sonunhing* 
in the region of £50,000 

Going back U; the Test proper, 
captain Viv Richards won the toss 
and after serious consultation 
with his .senior players, decided to 
put the Australians in to bat. The 
decision was amply justified when 
after 18 ovf *rs of rain free 
performance the Windies walked 
off for the day - courtesy 
rain- - with tlie Aussies at 36 for 









one. Mark Taylor trying* 
desperately td recover hjs lost 
form was found frequently 
fishing outside the off stump 
David Boon rhade up his mind 
after 36 balls to score a run and 
Geoff Marsh, the day ’s only 
casualty was out at 24, in the 
ninth over off Curtly Ambrose 

Australia resumed much as 
they had finished on Saturday, 
with Taylor looking quite himself 
again, after a long search for 
form, and Boon a picture of 
defiance They had added 69 for 
the second wicket when Boon was 
caught at short-leg off bat and 
pad, pushing forward to 
Patterson. 

With Border’s arrival the clouds 
began to build muggily up again 
and Marshall took over from 
Walsh Three cover* boundaries oft 
Marshall, all fine strokc-is, took 
Taylor past 50 and into the 60s, 
whereupon he dragged a long hop 
from Marshall straight to Walsh 
at wide iriid-oii This was a wicket 
thrown away, and Austi-aha wei*e 
back on t hf* defensive as Borden- 
and Jones took them to l 28 lor 
three at lunch. 

At ju.st over two !*uns an over 
and no more than 13 overs to the 
hour, if that, and only two wickets 
falling in the first three hours of 
the day. progress was negligible 
The batsmen, even so. were kept at 
fullsti'elch Jones had had a 
nervous struggle to get any sort 
ot a Ictoiuig when he hooked 
Walsh magnificently foi* four In 
the first hour after lunch he and 
Border scored 19 runs ca’f 11 
overs. 

A talking point, and was 
the need of one, was .another basic 
umpiring error, committed this 
time by David Archer Wlien a ball 
slipped out of Walsh’s hand and 
lobbed high to Fhcnarcison at ihnxl 
slip. Archer, rather than 
signalliriga wide' indicated tliat it 
was a dead ball "I f the bowler 
bowls the ball so liigh over or so 
wide off the wicket that, in the 
opinion of the umpire, it passes 
out of the reach of the striker, 

Boon rightfully acknowledges 
the cheers of the crowd. He 
scored a run after 36 
balls 








Walsh was by Jarihe 
most hard workinif'bf bowlers, 
in an otherwise ordinary 
battery of pacemen 
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quick e-'ut of Dean Jones who is 
surprisingly trying to find Test 
form. His spirited performances 
for his country during the 
one-dayers must have exhausted 
his hunger. Jones made just 21 
before falling leg before to Patrick 
Patterson. 

Mark Waugh followed and 
almost immediately ran out 
skipper Allan Border when 
attempting a quick single to Carl 
Hooper at cover. Border scored an 
insecure 43 Immediately after 
Border's dismissal. Steve Waugh 
sauntered in, and the statisticians 
started sharpening their pencils 
in order to compile new data 
Twins Mai k and Steve W'augh had 
made history’ When the Waughs 
came together at 210 for five they 
became the first twins to bat 
togelhei’ in a. Test 

Ninety minutes later. Steve 
Waugh trudged back, his head 
bent over in dismay, caught 
behind off Courtney Walsh for 26. 
Walsh's 30 overs cost him just 45 
runs. Mark deserted by his 
brother, paid the price lor 
running out of partners by 






standing in a normal guard 
position, the umpire shall call and 
signal ‘wide-bair as soon as it has 
passed the line of the striker’s 
wicket." Once again the Laws of 
Cricket (25/1) make it clear 
enough. 

William Rhodes adds: 


The fourth day saw the rather 














working hard for his half 
century. He went to sleep after 
scoring 57. Tomorrow was 
definitely another day. 

The fourth day saw a rather 
quick collapse. Australia's 
overnight 279 for six was quickly 
transformed to 294 all out. The 
smiles on the faces of Vivian 
Richards and Co. did not last long 
either. Along with the weather 
they also ran into Plurricane 
Hughes. Skipper Richards started 
praying fervently to the rain 
Gods. For the hosts, a draw would 
suffice. 

In trying to reply rather 
contemptuously to Australia’s 
modest total of 294. the Windies 
themselves faced an embarrassing 
total of 92 for six Dujon and 
Marshall avoided the ignominy of 
a follow-on after their 
predecessors put up a I'ather sorry 
show. But the day definitely 
belonged to Merv Hughes who 
laughed all the way to the 
dressing room with four scalps 
under his big belly Thov cost him 
a stingy I9runs Dujon who 
finished the day on 70 posted his 
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highest score on this ground after 
three years. 

It might have been a rather 
sleepless night for Richards as he 
could have kept awak(? definitely 
trying out a bit of local voodoo 
charm and pi-ayrug for rain, 
torrents of it On the final day, thcj 
pregnant clouds broke fortli 

A draw, predicted the experts, 
was imminent. 


BRIEF SCORES 
FIRST INNINGS: 
AUSTRALIA: 294 
WEST INDIES: 227 
SECOND INNINiiS: 
AUSTRALIA: 11 FOR ONE 
TEST DRAWN 


COURTrSY THYTIMfS LONDON 
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Ashish Winston Zaidi, 
a 19 year old from 
Allahabad, is all set 
to make the top 
league in cricket. 8 
wickets for 111 
against Haryana, in 
the Ranji Trophy 
quarterfinal last 
week and an 
impressive list of 
performances in the 
under-19 team has 
made him a force to 
contend with... 






L ( JOK, ii‘ Amur Akbur Antony 
ran bf accepted without a fuss 
why should 1 be* repeatedly 
c{uizzed, ’ asks Ashish Winston 
Zaidi obviously bemused that his name 
causes such consleriiatjon. Yet, the 
prodig’ious H3 yt*aj‘-old spf*edster from 
Allahabad, coincidentally the place from 
where the supei’star of the movie also 
hails, looks so hungry that sure looks 
like htfs seeking to be as big* as that 
hlockbuslor of the Seventies. Well if this 
pr(.idigy iT'oni the banks of the Gaiigfes, 
f^an be half as successful, then Indian 
cricket is bound to go places 








A. W. Zaidi: all set and raring to go 


That Zajdi Lv^lon^s tu a lot ally differfiit 
loa^'ue ispvidunt froin Ins inipr'ossive 
hauls -10 wickets in an uiidri' 10 Tost at 
Kai'acliTs National Stadium. IJ? wMC'kcts 
in an under-10 Test in Kanpur, ibllowed 
by another ten-wicket haul in an 
under-10 Tost at Rourkela, Ineidenlall.v 
all tile latter two hauls w(M'e a^tunst 
Pakistan But once lie ^^ets to t he top of 
Ills run up the j^eniaJ demeanour ^^ves 
way to a here re single-mi ndedricss, the 
objective to claim tlie scalp in front 
Very recently. Zaidi turned in another 
brilliant perfurmaiu^e—for UP s 
champion U 19 outfit versus Hiist of 



India in the Chidambaram Tropihy. The 
tall Zaidi extracted appreciable bounce on 
a placid Eden track to fire out §ight 
batsmen in the first essay. A toe injury 
came to Rest’s rescue in the second 
innings, where the limping Zaidi picked 
up one wicket. Otherwise, yet another 
ten-wicket haul was there for the asking. 
Zaidi can scythe through the opposition, 
a very distinct plus in the Indian context. 

Zaidi. whose paternal grandfather was 
a Muslim wdio converted tci Christianity 
(wrhicli explains tlie unusual ‘Winston 
Zaidi ), took to the sport in nglit earnest 
on sliifting to Lucknow’s Spoi'ts College 
That was in 1986. 

lie caught the eye in age-group camps 
and in the 19K8-89 season, graduated 
from the state colts' level to a junior 
liUefuational Zaidi liasn't Itxikedback 
after th(' Karachi outing that season 

“1 haveii’l cncounti'red a moreliclplcl 
wickiM than tluMMic at Karachi Then' 
was enough t'luxvaragvnicp.t to go flid 
tnit. Zaidi recalls Tiicideulc.My. one 
VVa(|jr Yininus. t()cla\ arguablv. the 
world s urio pLiccmau. featured 

in that n\ a I XI 

Keahsing tiiat the\ c‘ould mv»uld a 
winner t lu* MHF Pace Fouiiclat ion 
signc'd Zaidi last year And that. tor the 
Dennis Lillee ailmirer, was a dnviin come 
true ‘To actual 1\ gel tips from one's idol 
IS the mos’ thiit anyone eaii hope for 
1 III trying to piadeet Lillee s 
cut-.ind swing suggesti(.ms,'' Zaidi 
em]ihasi8i\s enthusiast icaU\ 

I'erhaps \ hv only area lie lu^eJs ti^ work 
on IS tilt'outswinger “Yt.'s, I bring the 
hall 111 inoiv than I move U awav Hut. of 
late 1 VI' liegun to pick up wiekels with 
the swinger." Zaidi remarks 

And what is theseei-et behind that 
phenomt'nal lift he generafe.s‘^ Tlie 
ubiquitous smile precedes the answer 
"VV/'/Vf ki-i kiumiaJ hui it gets the ball to 
ku-k 

PiM liaps it was th(' wj’isi kj k.nu.tl dial 
lu.’lped hull laki^all dies wickets that fell 
on the 1st day of the Baiijii Trophy 
quarltM’final again.si Haryana at 
Fai'iflabad Zaidi hail the Haryana u*am 
in all studs of t rouble when he I'hnmed 
dll' first lour wu ke!^> in .5 .h «>vi‘rs 
L'onceding just runs 

Interest ingly, Zaidi liasalsi.> playeil 
soccer at the national suh-juinor level 
And though he may not now be a 
ng'ht out on tl)»* football field, he 
certainly slandsoul on any criekel 
groiuul • 

L.P. Sahi 








EVEN OUT 

THE 

BORDERS 




''Maybe if I hadn't been 
captain over the last 
seven years I might have 
homed a lot more, I 
really haven't put much 
thought into mu howling 
but / ivoi'k hard at nets. " 
...Allan Border 


A llan border's role as 

Australia’s only spin bowler 
for the third Test against 
the West Indies in Trinidad 
will have brought a wry 
grin to the face of Tony Ijock 
of Engl and, Suney, Ijeicestershire and 
Western Australia fame. 

In the late 1970s, when cricket's 
traditional values and virtues were under 
attack. Lock worked with missionary 
zeal among the secessionists of Western 
Australia, scanning the horizon for any 
young orthodox left-arm slow bowler he 
could imbue with the spirit of his craft. 

The canny and, by then, corpulent 
professional, who made an incalculable 
contribution to West Australian cricket, 
was enthused when he saw a young 
Border bowling at the nets during a visit 
to Perth by the New South Wales team. 

But Border, who had just been 
persuaded by former England 
international Barry Knight to leave the 
beach and pursue a career as a cricketer, 
wanted to be a batsman Nonetheless, 
Border politely listened to the master and 
learned of his techniques and 
philosophy. 

Indeed, for the only time in his life, 
Border had a sore spinning finger -a 
revelation which greatly amuses Geoff 
Marsh, who rather irreverently refers to 
his skipper as a “hand spinner.” 

Border, arguably the modern game’s 
most accomplished batsman against slow 
bowling, is embarrassed that at the age 
of 35 and in his 123rd Test match he has 
been chosen as a quasi all-rounder. At 
the same time, he has shown a boyish 
excitement at such a challenge and 
cursed louder than most when rain 
swamped the Queen’s Park Oval. 

He sjEjnses the change of status could 



Australian captain 
Allan Border is 
slowly coming into 
his own 

in a new dimension: 
that of an 


accomplished 
spinner. So 
much so, he sees 
himself as an 
allrounder in the 
future 

Australian team 




prolong his Test career and he can 
envisage batting at No 6 behind Dean 
Jones and the Waugh twins as the 
spin-bowling all-rounder. 

“But I would have to bowl better/’ he 
said. “After a while, people don’t treat 
you as a part—time. Because you have to 
bowl more overs, you go for more runs 
At the moment, if I get hit 1 simply go 
off.’ 

Border has always had a poor opinion 
of his ability as a bowler and invariably 
has to be cajoled into service by a 
team-mate. In the second Test at 
Georgetown, Guyana, it was frustrated 
off-spinner Dean Jones who pestered 
Border to take on Desmond Haynes and 
Richie Richardson as the West Indies 
total neared 300 for the loss of just one 
wicket. Border was disconcerted that 
evening when, in a total of 532 for nine, 
he had, to use his term, the quite 
ridiculous figures of five for 51. 

At the moment it became clear to 
Border that he would have to play in 
Trinidad as the specialist spinner. “It’s a 
bit sad really. Under normal 
circumstances, I would not hesitate in 
using a spinner. But the fact is that these 
(West Indies) players don’t play me as 
well as they do the off-spinners.” 


That fact, first became apparent in 
January 1989 when Border returned the 
startling match analysis of 11 for 96 in 
the fourth Test of the Worreli Trophy 
series at the Sydney Cricket Ground. 

Even given the West Indians’ paranoia of 
Sydney, it was an outstanding 
achievement which overshadowed the 
exploits of the specialists, leg spinner 
Trevor Holms (four for 118) and 
or-spinner Peter Taylor (three for 156). 

“Maybe if I hadn’t been captain over the 
last seven years I might have bowled a lot 
more.” he said. “I really haven't put much 
thought into my bowling but J work hard 
at nets.” 

Given that he has taken 17 of his Test 
wickets (at 18 76) in 23 games against 
the West Indies, it is hardly surprising 
that he laments the absence of a 
right-arm leg-break bowler in this 
Australian party 

In St Vincent he watched admiringly 
as Trinidad's Rajindra Dhanraj placed 
bis wares, including a sophisticated 
googly, before the Australians. “I reckon 
Dhanraj would be playing in this Test if 
he was an Australian, In my mind, he’s 
real quality,” concluded Border, who is 
seeking 10,000 runs and 50 wickets in 
Test cricket. 


as 









OBBY RJGGS 
has an urgent 
message for 
Andre Agassi: 
Come see me and listen 
to me, and you’ll 
unquestionably be the 
world’s best player and 
not j ust one of the best 
“If I could sit down 
and talk with him and 
give him my theory of 
airtight tennis and how 
not to play points so 
loose at different times 
in a match and every ing 


“Where’S 


andrE?” 


Old time hustler and cha mpion Bobby Riggs 
doesn*t mince words. “Come see me and youll be the 
world’s best player” is his message to Andre Agassi 





it wotild help him a lot,” 
says Riggs who won all 
three Wimbledon titles 
on his first try 52 years 
ago. “Andre gets a little 
loose on some shots. He 
gets a little lax. His 
concentration strays at 
times.” 

Riggs, far better 
known for his celebrated 
1973 ‘‘Battle of the 
Sexes” Houston 
Astrodome loss to 
feminist Billie Jean 
King than his prime 
time triumphs, also 
thinks. Agassi, his 
favourite player, needs 
an attitude change. “1 
don’t know whether 
Andre can ever get it 
because he’s made so 




PEOPLE ARE 


TALKING 


ARTINA NAVRATILOVA, 
Barry Wood of TemUs World 
that the arrogance and anarchy 
damaging men’s tennis is creeping 
into the women’s game, too: “Plityers 
are spoiled rotten, and there are those 
who haven’t won tournaments who 
are dictating to the promoters about 
when they should start playing' and 
what they need and the order of play. 
At one event (an exhibition in Essen, 
where several injured players were 
replaced by others) they were trying 
to get a junior to play, but she found 
out she wasn’t going to be on TV so 
she didn’t come. She wasn’t even 
ranked in the top 100 and had never 
played these top fdayers, and they’re 
ma.iriTig these demands.. .The 
mentanty has chai^d a lot, and these 
players are like thim8Hlonnas. They 
walk around as if they own the world, 
and they haven’t won a thing.” 













Mac’s temper le like smoking; a bad habit 






A ndre AGASSI’S frenzied television 
commercials blare and glare at you. 

In a bizarre new oomercial for Perrier 
mineral water, John McEnroe doesn’t rage, 
but ages 30 years. 


McEnroe. 32, posed as a 60>jrear-old tennis 
player^playing himself in the 45-seoond 
advertisement that was filmed in London and 
aired on French television in March. 

The aged Mac sported a headband and tennis 
shirt, and a four-hour make-up session gave 
him a lined face, sagging chin and (even nrnre) 
receding hairline. 

M artina Navratilova has left Judy 

Nelson, her attractive, blond housemate 
and constant companion for the past sevmi 
years. And the break-up apparently wasn’t 
amicable. 

Nelson, who gave up her wealthy doctor 
husband for Navratilova, has lodged a 
palimony claim for $5 million, reports Terry 
Smith of Australia's Daily Mirror. 

I MAGINE muscular, 6' 3", 230-pound 
heavyweight contender Donovan “Razor” 
Ruddock whacking tennis balls instead of 
fighters’ heads. It could have happened 
because boxing was only Ruddock’s second 
choice as a sport. Tennis was his first. 

"I used to play like from 0 O’clock in the 
morning to 11 O’clock at night. That’s how 
much I wanted to be good at tennis.” 
Jamaican-bom and (Canadian resident 
Ruddock told CNN-TV Sports before losing on 
a seventh-round knockout to Mike Tyson. 

“But the reason I was out of tennis is becaiise 
I just couldn’t maintain it. It was too 
mepensive. So I had to go to a different sport. 

So that’s the reason why I’m in boxing,” 
revealed Ruddock. 

J OHN McENROE, older, wiser and even 
repentant these days, discussed a wide 
range of issues in a (MoagoSua-TimespToSile 
byLenZiehm. 

On his on-court tantrums:. “It’s like smoking 
cigarettes—a lousy, stinking habit. I have no 
excuses, and I don’t try to rationalize it. It 
breaks my concentration, and costs me.” 

On how he’d hke to change tennis: “I would 
break the trend in American tounxaments. 
Tennis is not as strong in America as it is in 
Europe or Japan, New York lost the Msusters. 
Our U.S. Open is the worst of the four Grand 
Slams. It should be ^ best.” 

On sports comebacks: “George Foreman is 
coming back to fight a bunch ofstiffk. Bjorn 
Borg might be able to beat a nobody in the fbnrt 
round, Imt I don’t think he can win a 
tournament again. It amazes me that people 
want to see that.” 

On his retirement plans: "I don’t know whei^ 
but I won’t be playing too much longer.” 







much money already 
and he’s going to make 
so much more no matter 
what he does anyway,” 
says Riggs. “These guys 
like Sampras (who got $ 
2 milhon for winning 
the Grand Slam Cup) 
and him, these young 
stars, are making so 
much. They don’t really 
have all that incentive, 
you see. The guy’s 
already got more money 
than he ever.dreamed 
(was) possible.” 

What Andre, now 20 
and in his hfth year on 
the pro tour, hasn’t got 
is a Grand Slam title. He 
inexcusably skips 
Wimbledon—“WHERE’S 
ANDRE?” T-shirts are 
big sellers—and the 
Australian Open 


Agassi and Backer: friends and foes 


annually, and last year 
suffered disastrous 
upset defeats in the 
finals of the French and 
U.S. Opens. 

Riggs, the zany 
hustler who won large 
sums betting he could 
beat people while he was 
tied to elephants and 
donkeys, enjoys 
Agassi’s 
happy-go-lucky, 
carefree brand of 
showmanship. “He g^ts 
a kick out of wearing on 
earring and a beard and 
the long hazr and the 
orangfe undershorts and 
all that bullshit he goes 
through. It’s colourful. 
The gfuy is a crowd 
pleaser, let's face it.” 

But Riggs, the 
relentless, reaoiuceful 


competitor who still 
wins Super Senior 
tournaments at 73, 
cringles when Agassi, 
after falling behind in a 
match, visibly stops 
trying instead of 
digging in and really 
fighting it out. “My 
main objection is that 
Andre doesn’t care 
whether he wins or loses. 
See, I don’t like happy 
losers. Every great, 
great champion cannot 
stand losing!’ stressfss 
Riggs, growing more 
animated. “They hate 
losing! It really hurts 
them bad deep down 
inside. Look at how 
tough it was for Connors 
to lose. Gonzales, 

Segura, Rosewall, 

Laver, even Lendl now. 


They had great heart. 
They hated losing. 
They’re not happy 
losers.’’ . 

Still, Riggs predicts 
that Mr “Image Is 
Everything”—the 
imquestioned tennis 
king of endorsement 
commercials—will 
capture the French Open 
in June. “He’s got the 
talent, he’s got the 
game,” praises Riggs. 
“He should go all the 
way. It’s just a question 
of what his goal is. Does 
he want to have fun, 
play a few tournaments 
and make all the money? 
Or does he want to be the 
best player in the world? 
It’s up to him.” 

Paul Fein 




NATIONAL CHESS 


STORM INA 
TEACUP 

The championship was held in a hamlet quite some distance 
away from Pondicherry which made commuting difficult. 
The lodging facilities were poor. And a revolt by five star 
players led to a truncated meet. Devangshu Dutta reports 


I NTERNATIONAL Master 
Devaki Prasad (Karnataka) 
retained t he? National Chess 
Championship by winning the 
trouble ridden National A' 
recently at Pondicherry Prasad 
scored Kt-? points from a possibU^ 


13 to tie with IM Pravin Thipsay 
(Maharashtra) and he pipped 
Thipsay on the tiebreak. 

These two were followed by 
newcomer P Koiiguvel (TN), IM 
Niraj Mishra (Bihar), P D S 
Girinath (A.P.), and debutant G R 


Prakash(T.N ) in the standings. 

The first sign of trouble in the 
offing was topseed Grandmaster 
Dibyendu Barua’s withdrawal at 
the 11th hour citing tiredness. 
Barua was replaced by C S. 
Sridhar, but this was naturally a 
disappointment to the fans of the 
Union Territory Then the meet 
was delayed when all 20 
participants protested about the 
lodging arrangements before the 
first round. 

The basic problem here was that 
the meet was Ixnng playe^d at the 
hamlet of Lingaredipalayain some 
20 km from Poridi town where the 
players were being lodged The 
prospect of travelling to and fro 
several times a day was obviously 
not relished by anyone. 

Eventually the organisers 
agreed to provide alternative 
accommodation near the venue to 
the players and after the draw, the 
first round commenced. 

Five players—all IMs, all strong 
contenders for the top spots and 
all senior respected citizens failed 
to turn up and forfeited their first 
round games. Raja Ravisekhar 
(T.N.), K. Murugan (T.N.), Ravi 
Hegde (Maharashtra), T.N. 
Parameswaran (T.N.) and Sekhar 
Sahu (Orissa) all felt that 
commuting was impossible. Also, 
staying in Lingaredipalayam was 
difficult because of food and other 
problems. 





Well, they were scratched, but 
further problems now arose. It 
would be manifestly unfair to 
those who had played the first 
round to restart the championship 
having annulled the first round 
results. It would also lead to great 
colour imbalances if the 
championship was played with 
five byes in each round. 

Colour imbalances, i.e. an 
unequal number of whites and 
blacks are taken very seriously by 
pros because white generally 
scores around 57% success in 
competitive games. A second 
players' meeting apparently 
generated a great deal of heat, but 
ultimately the first round results 
were allowed to stand and colour 
problems were accepted as a 
necessary evil by the participants 

There is howevei* a furthei* 
complication because Fide could 
well declare the National 
championship null and void 
because of this very problem It is 
quite possible that thti five players 
could appeal to Fide 1 liat the 
national championsiiip was 
illegal It is also possible that ihe 
AICF may take punitive artioii 
against those five f<3r 
withdrawing after the first round ! 
was played Right now the Indian 
chess community is clearly 
divided on this issue. 

The next minor problem ai'ose 
when Anup Ueshmukh 
(Maharashtra), the national 
Uiidcr-25 champion pulled out 
after 4 rounds citing medical 
reasons. To be exa.ct he pioduced a 
certificate stating that he could 
not take the strain of commuting, 
By the way half the players had 
opted to stay in Pondicherry and 
the other half had shifted to 
Lingaredi palay am. 

So now there were six byes per 
round and four games being 
played. The championship 
continued with Girinath taking 
an early lead. He was stopped by 
Konguvel and then Prasad took 
over. A ding dong battle ensued 
between Prasad and Thipsay 
Finally Thipsay needed to beat 
Prakash in the last round to pick 
up the title. 

Prakash held the draw and so 
people started counting up 



tiebreak scores. The decisive game 
fittingly foT“ such a tarcical 
tourney proved to be the matc h 
between backmaikeis C.S. Unni 
and S. Ganesan. 

Tiebi^eaks in a round robin are 
the sum of beaten oppoiu'iits 


It is quite possible that the five 
players wno forfeited their first 
round oames could appeal to 
Fide that the national 
championship was illeaal. it is 
also possible that the AiCF may 
take punitive action against 
these five for withdrawina after 
thefirst round was played. Right 
now, the Indian chess 
community is dearly divided 
over the issue. 


scores added to half the sum of 
opponents one has drawn with. 
Thipsay had beaten Unni, so if 
Unni beat Ganesan, his t]ebrea.k 
score would exc*eed Prasad's. Unni 
achieve^d a winning set up but 
then he blundered l-o hand 
Ganesan the point and Prasad the 
championship. 

I'here is a pretty good enhance 
that this is not thc7 end of the saga. 
Undoubtedly the AICF will ha,ve to 
exhibit Solomon’s judgement to 
ensure tliat further complications 
do not result and the game docs 
not suffei'. A pity really that this 
had to happen as this had the 
makings of a very good 
championship with a fine blend of 


veterans and debutants. # 







T he 18-year-old 
Pakistani Test 
bowler, Aaquib 
Javed will be 
making his debut for 
English county 
Hampshire against 
Oxford University. The 
. Pakistani pace prodigy 
has been signed on to 
replace West Indies fast 
bowler Malcolm 
Marshall He impressed 
the Hampshire officials 
in pre-season training 
and his selection was 
obvious since his 
recommendation came 
from the Pakistan 
oajptain, Imran Khan. 


THE nSHTING SPIRIT 


WffEST INDIAN fast 
w¥ bowler, Ian Biabop 
is awai ting medical 
reports to decide if he is 
tit enough for the West 
Indies cricket tour of 
England, starting next 
month. 

A newspaper report 
said that Bishop was 
diagnosed as having a 
stress fracture of the 
spine. The injury has 
kept him out of the 
current series against 
A ustralia and he has not 
bowled in a match since 
January. 

He firmly beheves that 
he can come back to bowl 
again and has received a 
lot of encouragement 
from Australian 
bowlers, Bruce Reid and 
Mike Whitney. Both of 
them have overcome 
similar injuries to force 
their way back into 
international cricket. 


S quash legend, 
Jahangir Khan was 
elected ohainnan of the 

_ isrr 




SPORTING 


Interesting snippets from the 


world media that we normally don’t 


get to hear about... 


Ian Bishop suffered a 
stress fracture of the 
spine and Is desperate to 
make it back to the West 
Indies side 

International Squash 
Players* Association 
(ISPA) at its annual 
meeting in London 
recently. 

His election to the post 
came as no surprise 
since he was the only 
nomination for the post. 
Earlier in the season, 
the 28-year-old 
Pakistani squash player 
was in dispute with 
ISPA after it fined him 
£500 and awarded a zero 
ranking score for his 
late withdrawal for 
health reasons from the 
World Open. 

Jahangir Khan has 
also been a central 
figure in the growing 
animosity between 
Pakistani and 
Australian players on 
the circuit this season. 

“Perhaps it will be 
good to have a Pakistani 
on the ISPA board so 
that we can tiy to 
resolve the problem 
before it gets out of 
hand,** he said. “It is not 
good for squash to have 
all these arguments.'* 
With him on the board 
is Australian, Chris 
Dittmar the president, 
who also stood 
unopposed for the post. 


JESUS CHRIST, vnri 


Archbishop 

AAnthony Pantin, 
head of Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Catholic 
church, accused the 
West Indies Test 
cricketers of bad 
sportsmanship He was 
referring to the 
controversial dismissal 
of Dean Jones during 
the second Test. 

Pantin, in a letter 























which appeared in 
Trinidad newspapers, 
said, ‘T was appalled 
that the West Indies 
captain, Viv Richards, 
did not recall Dean 
Jones'*. He went on to 
say, “The umpire had 
made an unfortunate 
mistake... .but whatever 
the case, Richards could 
have resolved 
everything by recalling 
Dean Jones.” 

THBOW INTO THE PEEP END 

T|V)P class American 
JL swimmers in college 
are in a bit of a jam. A 
new rule by the (NCAA) 
has made it virtually 
necessary for them to 
quit college in order to 
attend practice. As a 
result of this, a mass 
exodus is taking place 
from colleges to practice 
pools. One of the 
swimmers to suffer is 
three time world record 
holder Janet Evans. 

Evans has chucked up 
a promising academic 
stint with Stanford 
University in order to 
put in the required 
amount of training. She 
will be selected on the 
basis of this and her 
timings for the *92 
Olympics. 

“Isn’t it sad for 
someone who is as 
excellent a student as 
Janet Evans has to quit 
coUege to pursue her 
dream? Mark Schubert, 
coach of the Texas 
women’s team said, “I 
think it borders on 
criminal.” 

Evans along with 
Tennessee’s Melvin 
Stewart announced that 
they were leaving school 
to prepare for the 
Barcelona and both 
blamed the new rule. 

But Jim Marchiony of 
the NCAA defended the 
new rule saying that its 
content was being 


misinerpreted. “That 
limit refers to the 
amount of time that a 
coach can require a 

Jahangir Khan was 
electeoTchairman of 
ISPA. This should help 
‘ him resolve a lot of 
problems faced by his 
countrymen 


student athlete to 
participate in his or her 
sport. Swinuners can 
voluntarily practise as 
many hours as they 
want.” 

There’s got to be a 
catch somewhere. 


I N an age of leaking 
question papers and 
marksheets in college, 


Sri Lanka’s Sports 
Minister, Nanda 
Mathew comes across as 
an ardent supporter of 
that fad. The honourable 
minister has admitted 
leaking a controversial 
report on Sri Lanka's 
cricket tour of New 
Zealand to a government 


\ 


run newspaper. 

Mathew released 
manager Stanley 
Jayasinghe’s report. 
which slammed 
assistant manager 
Jayantha Paranathala 
and captain Arjuna 
Ranatunga for their 
behaviour during the 
two-month tour. The 
state run Sunday 
Observer gave front 


page coverage to the 
report and this resulted 
in Paranathala 
resigning from the 
executive committee of 
the Board of Control for 
Cricket in Sri Lanka 
(BCCSL). 

Paranathala said that 
the BCCSL rules were 


violated when the report 
was leaked; he also cited 
double standards’ in the 
move tc dispose him. 

But Mathew defended 
his actions in true 
ministerial fashion 
saying, “It was I who 
released the manager's 
report to the Press. I 
have the right to do so 1 
have a duty to the public 
who are eager to know 
what is taking place.” • 














^ IICK FALDO’S three iron shot in the 
H . 1 I first play-off in the 1989 Masters at 
M I the Augusta National was the most 
m I among his 2,022 shots he 

had played at the course to win the 
Green Blazar. It was a major 
breakthrough: Faldo had become the first Briton 
to win the Masters. And that one particular shot 
enabled him a chance to repeat the feat. Yes the 
Briton was on the verge of creating history, 
which the legendary Jack Nicklaus missed by a 
whisker. 

Earlier in 1988, the golden haired Sandy Lyle, 
who claims to be the hardest hitter in the world, 
will remember that his seven iron on the I8th 
bunker in the final round changed the whole 
scene. The Scottish went on to win the British 
Open in 1985. 

And what about Welshman Jan Woosnam? He 
must have been frustrated in his three 
appearances at Georgia, venue of the Masters. 

His maiden attempt in 1988 culminated in a low 
key; he was on the guillotine list. The next two 
years he finished 14th and 13th respectively It 
seemed that for Woosnam time was running out. 
He is yet to win a major in his seventeen years in 
the money race. 

But this season has been very eventful for 
Woosnam. He’s on felt when compared to Sandy 
Lyle and Faldo in matters of money. In fact, he is 
in a strong position to be European number one. 
Although Europe’s professionals have felt the 
pinch of the Gulf War with as much as $1.92 
million being lost because three tournaments had 
been scrapped. Yet everything is not lost, the 
total prize money has been enhanced and 
Woosnam has made the best use of his playing 
prowess in this circuit to laugh all the way to his 
bank. He has already notched up a marvellous 
record in Europe. Out of seventeen events he’s 
won five.finished second in four.and has pocketed 
$ 478,688. Quite remarkable, especially when 
he’s yet to triumph in a major championship. 

In fact, Welshman Woosnam has been putting 
much better these days; “I don’t feel I’ve got to 


Ian Woosnam 
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CRAZY 

GOLF! 


Without a single major 
triumph Ian Woosnam leads 
the computer rankings. The 
best golfer Nick Faldo is 
rated number three. And Sev 
Ballesteros may not find a 

R Iace in the Europe team for 
e Ryder Cup. The golf world 
has gone topsy-turvy 
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Sev Ballesteros coming out of the bunker during 
the 1980 British Open 

knock every iron shot really close to get a 
birdie.. .it’s nice to be in such a strong position, 
because it’s happened almost by accident. 

But in spite of Woosnam’s successes, the fact 
cannot be ruled out that Faldo and Jose Maria 
Olazabal are menacing in the race to grab the 
larger chunks offered as prize money. Spain’s 
Olazabal this season has been performing 
consistently. His play through the greens was 
brilliant which should stand him in good stead in 
the forthcoming majors. But Olazabal has to find 
the remedy to his indifferent putting, if he is to 
win his first major. However, his feats this year 
have been three wins in Europe and one in the 
United States. He’s a brilliant winner and 
Europe’s Ryder Cup non-playing captain Tony 
Jacklin strongly feels Olazabal will make an 
“imminent breakthrough”. At least the Spaniard 
is one up against Woosnam where age is 
concerned. But undoubtedly the biggest obstacle 
is Nick Faldo. He casts an awesome shadow. As a 
consolation Woosnam is merely a “phenomenally 
consistent money-maker.” 

And would you believe that at the time of going 
to press Woosnam teod off in the 55th editiOxi of 
the Master as the number one golfer in the world. 
Hard to believe isn’t it*f The Welshman moved up 
the pedestal on the Sony World rankings, 
whereas Nick Faldo trailed Olazabal. But Faldo’s 
peers still rank him the best in the world. His 
fans think the formula (of rankings) seems 
grossly inaccurate especially when Faldo has 
already won four majors: two British Opens and 
two Masters. And still he’s number throe. 

Besides talk of money and rankings, the pros 
m Europe this season are far more 
enthusiastic—and more serious on putting up 
their best performance so that they find a place in 
the Europe Ryder cup team to face the USA at 
South Carolina,come September. A prestigeous 
fight, for it will be Europe's defence of the Ryder 
cup title. In this case the fees for winning is 
meaningless to them in one sense. To them its 
just glory. Nothing but glory over the Americans 
whose domination over the past few years has 
received a big jolt. 

For a place in the European team of the Ryder 
Cup the Volvo Order of Merit will decide the 
twelve golfers who will participate across the 
Atlantic. But then,there is the other side of the 
story. Suppose Spaniard Seve Ballesteros is not 
among the dozen highest earners when the team 
is finalised in August, what then? Certainly there 
will be a hue and cry if Europe’s hero over a 
decade is sidelined. Well, he can only blame 
himself for his abominable form last year, of 
course unless he shows his merit now. Last 
season, Seve had won only one title and the rest of 
the money came as appearance fees. 

A CorrespondMl 






BY CYRUS J.MADAN 


THE GRAND NATIONAL 



H'‘ j,' 


FROMnE 
POINT OF 
NO RETURN 


S EAGRAM, the 
New Zealand-bred 
hereof the 
Grand National, 
may now attempt to 
become the only horse, 
apart from Red Rum in 
1974, to complete the 
double of the world’s 
greatest steeplechase 
and vhe Scottish 
National in the same 
year. 

“He definitely won’t go 
for the Whitbread Gold 
Cup,” said the winning 
trainer, David Barons. 
“He’s going to be sent up 
to Ayr to take part in the 
parade and there’6 a 


By winning’ 

Oirand ISfational, Seagram made* 
Mstory. In 1988 he broke 
down so badly that his forelegs 
required carbon-fibre 
implants and in 1991 Seagram 
leapt his way to stardom 


good chance that he 
could take part in the 
race.” 

The prestige of the 
nation’s greatest 
sporting spectacle hqd 
never stood higher. 

Apart from the possible 
exception of 1975, when 
the dual Cheltenham 
Gold Cup, winner 
L’Escargfot beat Red 
Rum, this was the 
highest class National 
since the war. 

After all, Seagram 
won the Ritz Club 
National Hunt Handicap 
chase at Cheltenham by 
four lengths, and 
Garrison Savannah, the 
five lengths runner-up 
with 11st lib on his 
back, was a “Gold Chip” 
winner. 

In the past three years 
118 runners have taken 
part in the National, of 
which 24 have fallen. On 
Saturday an 
extraordinary 35 of 40 
runners were still on 
their feet at the Water 
Jump. At the finish, 
seven had fallen or 


unseated their ridex's. 
The remaining ten were 
pulled up or refused. 

Despite the fact that 
he was tackling the 
National for the first 
time, 25-year-old Nigel 
Hawke’s show jumping 
and point-to-pointing 
experience in Cornwall 
had helped to develop an 
intuitive understanding 
of horses and a keen 
racing'brain. 

Seagram, well back 
in the early stages of the 
race, started to make 
significant ground 
racing out into the 
coimtry on the final 
circuit. “He wasn’t 
eiyoying himself at 
first,” said Hawke. “He 
jumped the first few 
fences so big that he was 
scaring himself and I 
had to take a pull. I’d 
wanted to go down the 
inside rail, but I couldn’t 
because i had to give 
him room to look at his 
fences.” 

The moment of truth, 
which eventually 
decided the fate of the 










1991 National, was as 
the Held raced towards 
the largest obstacle on 
the course, “The Chair. ” 
“He took a big stride 
from a long, long way 
away and landed full of 
running. From then on 
it was just like another 


home better than 
Garrison Savannah.” 

At the post the elated 
winning jockey punched 
the air in triumph, but 
for Mark Pitman, who, 
like his father, Richard, 
on Crisp eight years 
earlier, had seen 




Seagram hung back 

race, Cheltenham or 
anywhere, and I could 
ride him on a lovely, 
long rein. The further 
we went the more he 
came on the bridle. I 
honestly think that it 
was because I’d had to 
take a pull m the early 
stages that he came 


and tackled every jump 

apparently certain 
victory snatched from 
his grasp in the final 
strides, it must have 
been a bitter moment 
The pain is not new, 
but that makes it no 
easier to beai‘ Mark 
Pitman learnt on 
Saturday how his father 


and quite a few others 
have felt at 
Aintree--• when the 
cruellest 494 yards in 
sport enabled Seagram 
to rob him and Garrison 
Savannah of the 145th 
Grand National. 

They had richly 
deserved to win and, 
landing clear, 
apparently full of 
running on the flat, 
looked poised to do so. 
The name Garrison 
Savannah seemed to be 
carved securely up 
alongside Golden 
Miller’s on 

Steeplechasing’s all-time 
Roll of Honour. 

The 1934 G61d 
Cup-Grand National 
winner would certainly 
not have been ashamed 
of the fishing, fearless 
leap with which his 
would-be successor 
skimmed the 
second-last. For 
Seagram, floundering 
under pressure, it 
looked a last decisive 
blow. 

However, Iwd he tries 
and however many 
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Brachers Brook. The 
most difficult Jump in 
the Grand National 
which usually tears the 
heart out of a jumper 

famous victories he 
achieves. I’m afraid 
Mark Pitman wUl never 
forget what happened 
next. You never can. 

One moment you and 
your horse are united in 
time,a winning team. The 
next, without any 
warning, the light is 
out, the rhythm 
grone—^and there is 
nothing you can do but 
pray. 

Garrison Savannah 
was nowhere near as 
exhausted as the 
Richard Pitman ridden 
Crispin 1973, but 
suddenly passing the 
Elbow, all the power and 
drive were gone from his 
stride. At the same 
moment, as though 
somehow strength was 
being stolen from tne 
big bay horse and given 
to the little chestnut, 
Seagram seemed to fly. 

Of course, he did no 
such thing. No horse 
flies after four miles of 
jumping big fences on 
lifeless ground. But 
compared with poor 
weary Garrison 
Savannah, “fly” is no 
great exaggeration. 
Seagram covered the 
last furlong so much 
faster than his opponent 
that, from six lengths 
behind, he flnished an 
amazing five in front. 

The 145th National 
was over and Seagram 
had made history. He 
had come back from the 
point of no return back 
in 1988 when he broke 
down so badly, his 
forelegs required 
carbon-flbre implants. 
Trainer David Baron 
had nursed him back, 
put him on his feet and 
Seagram leapt his way 
to stardom. • 

















'Mi 


( wasn't mature enough to deal 
with the fact that hey, maybe I 
can do something else. As 
opposed to being an adult, I 
decided to search for a 
substitute. I’ve always been one 
who has been rather stubborn 
and did things the way I wanted 
to do them. So I resorted to 
drugs and alchohol. So 
occasslonally I did cocaine. I’m 
not trying to Justify what I did. It 
was wrong, ft was childish. It 
was stupid. I’ll be the first one to 
admit that 

SUGAR RAY LEONARD, that he 
took to drugs and liquor, from 
'83-86 to escape from the 
frustration that had got to him when 
he was forced to give up boxing 
after an eye operation. 




I am going to have to go Into 
the locker room and say sorry 
to these guys. When I saw the 
article I went berserk because It 
Is going to cause me 
considerable embarrassment I 
have been stitched up. 

NICK FALDO, denies the 
allegations that were attributed to 
him, in which he had.passed 
scathing comments on his fellow 
professionals. 
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t all happened on Priyanka's way home 
from school. .Suddenly a red car stopped and 
pulled her in. And then she was in a dim 
candle lit room. She could hear animals 
growling. "Oh my, they sound like hungry 
lions" she thought. 

The worried Choudharys receive a call 
^ at 8 p.m. "Do you want to see your 
\ daughter alive? On Sunday, 11.45 a.m., 
■bring Rs. 2,50,tAX) to the circus. And wear 
a white suit," the villain roared hoarsely. 


.M I K USA SI R M ( KH Sl.LKtRS 

FRIDAY: "Two days, in fact less than 
that," calculated Vipul. Idea! 






'Why don't wc check the place?' "Hey, 
let's go on our BSA SLRs", added Ralph. 

P 'itch dark ahead. A bump. A 
rake. The Secret Seekers pedal 
^OUsly on their BSA SLRs. 

, Suddenly,approaching footsteps. 

"Quick, hide behind the wall" 
warned Pooja. "C^ome Sunday, 2,50,(K)0 will be 
ours or else..." came the growling voice. And 
then, loud laughter. As the Secret Seekers came 
out of hiding they found a handkerchief with 
the letter 'J' on it. "Let's go. This could be the 
clue!' And they set on their BSA SLRs. 

SATURDAY: "I , whose hanky could 'N 
this be and what's the connection? Will 
it lead us to Priyanka?* wondered Vipul. 4 



d The 
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SUNDAY: A nervous Mr. (’.houdhary 
did the needful... white suit with 
Rs. 2,50,0(X). In crisp l(K)s. The Okus 
show began. Came the trapeze artistes and 
the joker with his funny tricks. .Suddenly, the 




Secret Seekers saw a kerchief falling from the 
air. The same 'J' as on the kerchief found on 
Friday night. 

The Secret Seekers shouted "Choudhary 
V Uncle, do you see what we see? Quick, 
call the police. Go on your BSA SLR. 

^ Ask Inspector Uncle to come..." 

The crook and his gang were caught. 

And Priyanka rescued. Thanks to Friday 
night's cycling trip on their BSA SLRs, 
when they found the vital clue that .clf ^ 
led to the crook. 

^ Do you know him? 


SC 

You 'll the 


( rook when you tciul 


llw Mystery of the Miui Vassov'u h So 
lon^ I hippy L V( //»/;< on ivnr USA .SIMs. 








INTERVIEW 










SlMTOOiOUiMa 
flaldisouae’s oovddbe a 
ayakfawnixaiMm^ 
ttwpbjWioal 
Intiinirtftllffii Bnmflflli 
KriAzuia moaton on 
o»ulAii,butttila 
fMdiaoatoliM teetti, 
teouiM, laoe it. iio-QiDe 
geta to Ifo. 83virtua 
rabringawimp. 

Wagrbadcin 1981' 1 ^ 
,tlia (^pan. Kriahnaa ao 

bafkaddladJotm 
MdBnroaintbalr 
quartar final, that at ana 
juDctuie he waa two 
polnta away from 
ragiateringa 
two^eta-to'lova lead. 
litoEnroa subaequentiy 
took the matdx and 
when quaationed <»i hia 
diaooanfiture. quipped, 

"I went to ala^ waiting 
far hlB eerveMniao waa 
hardly being oruel, he 


tminaidyinhia 
unadMto ^la 
teeagtdalng the variant 

poaad wito. hie unuanai 
atylaorplay. 

ha fact the mom one 
watdMB Kriahnan, the 
morathalahid 

flt.Inaaafaof 
Sft+monatem who do 
ait-upa at the breaUut 

tor dinner, not to 
mention firing 
torpadoea on oourt, the 6 
ft 7 in almoat daintily 
built Indian Beema a 
miafit. B’aaa if at the 
banquet table of tannia 
gttta, while evnyona 
dwae power, athtetidam 
ftod musold, 

ohoaa graoe, timing and 
toudi. AUof uddch 
makaa him both dilBoult 


the best 



to play and riMQld^ 
aenaatkmrito watoh. 
Ooohl thnebeaayto^ 
quite ao wondaidbl aa 
watdilngOonin 
Ivaniaevlo bettihgdown 
aaerve, poundingtothe 
netonly tofind 
Kfhihnan move twofbet 
and OBreaa toe baUJuat 
that inch ottt of reach. It 
mafeeapliqrietB wonder . 
andapeotatoretoo, for 
haiitot 008 muadebe 

ytHalfwyn tie tt. > 

player few will forget. 

In Ua 16 th year on toe 
olxoait. KriahnanVibo^ 
is tegi]^ffilng to 
gradually ahdtiiiap, Ida 
game,eqttafly 
gradually, beginning to 
toaeite effeo ti ve ne ea. Hie 
longevity on tod droutt 
have given him toe 
opportunity to play 
a^dnat,meet«Dd 
undamtandtha 
strengtoeand 
weskii0B06fi of tbo 
world's greatest playera. 
And that was Juat ona of 
thetoidoaihtbe 
fteewheriing 
oonveraatian ROMT 
•RUmiH had with him. 

Would yoii agree that 
the 5 {dayers today 

do not oompare really to 
McEnroe, Borg and 
Connors at toeir peak? 
ITea, I would say so. 

A lot of peqide aay tola 
is because theTcqp SO 
standard is higher, 80 
toeoompetitkniie 
etilfor. 

Wen tost nuty be, hut 
ohampfona ahwtyeham 
that litfle fait eortm 
So what’s happened? 
f toink aomeCiinee it 
oonldheoonneotedfto 
making so ffluob money 
toyouag. Doa&tbat 
Qbange toeir Jilbetyle, 
am they JtoeapnqNUredf 
What about Beedcer? 
yasBscdcarluui 
mrntatJlytbMtmaem 
extn.He^dUg' 
ooouion player 
He moves really fast 
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for a big man. 

Quite a lot ofbigguya 
move fast. But he's not 
as quick as Connors or 
Borg. You oouM never 
oatob Connors off 
balance. He had the best 
footwork. Even on grass 
he gave you nochance to 
come up. 

Talking about speed, 
what about McEnroe, he 
doesn’t look good 
enough to win a Grand 
Slam. 

Well for 4-5 years he 
hasn’t played on a 
consistent basis. He’s 
confused, whether to 
give it 100%or(piit. He’s 
been ocmtradicting 
himself long enough. He 
won’t prepare, then he’ll 
lose to a nobody, then 
he'll ^t mad. He’s 
playing these mind 
games. And he’s older, 
his shoulder’s hurting, 


Ramashwith 
daughter Gayatri 

and then you start to 
lose your mental 
toughness. 

When he was young 
he was match sharp, 
because he played a lot. 
ofdaublea. 

Nothing seems to stop 
Ck)nnors though! 

Oh yes, he continues 
toamazeme. 

Did you know he’s 
going to coach Muster? 

I heard something like 
that. Seems a strange 
combination 

Well, they’re both 
animals (style). 

(laughs) Yes, but 
coaching is more about 
psychology and 
communicating. They 
makeanodd couple. 

Why do you think 


Connors keeps playing? 

It’s tough adjusting to 
life after tennis and he 
wan ts to prolong his life 
on center stage which he 
loves. I think he 
mentally xx)mpromised 
that he would be able to 
piay and live without 
being No. 1.1 don’t 
think Borg and 
McEnroe could do 
that. 

But who was the best 
of that lot?.... 

Borg. StatisticaUy it’s 
clear. They said he 
couldn’t play on grass 
and he came and won 
Wimbledon five times. 
McEnroe played in 
spurts. He came close to 
winning Bve successive 
Wimbltdons. He won in 
1981,1983,1984and 
lost twoBnalsin 1980 
and 1982, butbedidn’t. 
Look at it this way: if 















Bore* and McEnroe 
platen graasit would 
beacloBema1xdi:ifthey 
jdayed on day it would 
pot be. 

How do you fit in on 
thedreuit? 

Well, you feel a little 
left out. Because the 
Swedee are with each 
other, the Americana 
group U^ether and for 
me it’s difRoult beoauae 
there aren’t any Indiana. 


Perhape also because 
you’re introverted. 

ptOS| CMimir# ay the locker room because 
a^sMda0.Mr now you’re playing guys 
NdaBMS. Tlay find who are lO-lS years 

it ow k tg tt fd to Blow younger than you? 

^ ZJTTL It’anotaobad.It'a 

— * y*? * nice. It mak^ me think 

IlMlwiMnll'sItotl younger. 

look so oeol" How do they look at 

_ your game, what do they 

think of you? 

WatehIngLeander play during ttM DavlaCup 


it awkward to ploy 
OM. And tkoy kid SM 
tiknl iHmmi it's kot 1 
looksooeol" 


Well Tve aort of picked 
upaomefeedbadchere 
and there over the years. 
They admire my smooth 
atroking. My calmness. 
Seeweareatan 
advantage because we 
understand them better 
than they understand 
us. We give the 
impreeaion that nothing 
bothers us. They find it 
awkward to play me, 
and they kid me when 






it's hot because I locA so | semi final agaixist tbeCkxIsafWimbledtm 

cool. Becker...but there’s are coming back to 

One obvious question alwt^a that small slip hnunt him 

is, what happens to between the cup and the Lendl never seems to 

Lendl at Wimbledon? Up. You know in 1982, perform that weU in the 

WeU every year he’s the year he didn't play last match. For instance 

favourite, and he’s never and said ‘grass is for the against at 

really that far. so it cows’, that was one of Wimbledon 1987 he 

won'tbeasiupriaeifhe the weakest didn’t win a point on 

wins it. Perhaps he has a Wimbledons—Mayotte Cash ‘a serve in the 

mental problem and Edmonson were in second set. Cdzmors, 

believing he can win it the semi finals. So McEnroe and Becker 

He gets so close, maybe he should have however play their beat 

especiaUy that 1 989 played—perhaps now on the ft na/ day, T.nre> 



Becker in Australia this 
year. You know Connors 
once said thatLendi 
beoameNo. l by default 
Connors himself bad got 
old, McEnroe was in 
trouble and taking 
IxreakBfrom the game 
and Borg had retired. 

But Lmull won seven 
Grand Slam titles. 

True, he made best use 
of it But look who he 
beat—Pemforsat the 
French (l 986) and then 
Mecir, first at the US 
Open(1986), then in 
Australia (1989). 
McEnroe gave him the 
French in 1984, and at 
the US Open (1985) 
McEnroe was dead after 
playing a gmelling five 
set semi-final against 
Coimors the previous 
day. I cannot remember 
Lendl playing an 
outstandingfinal. Yes, 
but I would think Lendl 
is up there with Borg. 
Connors and McEnroe 
as all time greats. 

How would you rate 
them—in order? 

Borg, McEnroe, 
Connors, Lendl. 

Yet Borg: co\ild never 
make it at the US Open. 
Why? 

Maybe it was the 
lights. Just a mental 
thing you know. Also 
the Ml bounces higher 
andhisweakn&ascmthe 
volley was exaggerated 
on bardcourts. I guess 
it’s just horses for 
courses 

You’ve played Connors 
and MoEnroe quite ' 
often. Both were quite 
ruthless on court. Did 
they ever say ansrthing 
to you? 

Notssally,in4bat 
sense. But Omy would 
say things here and 
there. Fcm them, all’s 
fkirinJoveand war 
during the match. Once 
it's over though there 
are no ezcussB.# 
PHOTOOIVWHa KMlM. JUUM 






STANDARD CHARTERED TENNIS 

Ismail Sets 
Hie Standard T 


IhE field seemed 
open for former 
national 
champion 
Zeeshan All to 
run through and 


Asifiamall: tough kid 
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r-iaim the men’s singles 
winner’s pruse money of 
a whopping Rs 50,000 
when reigning national 
grass court champion 
Leander Paes and Soviet 
Vladimir Gahrichidab 
cried off at the eleventh 
hour from the inaugural 
Rs 4.39 lakh prize 
money Standard 
Chartered Indian Open 
Tennis Tournament held 
at Bombay’s 

Maharashtra State ^wn 
Tennis Association’s 
hard courts. 

But there was a shock 
in store for everyone. 

The big and burly Asif 
Ismail shattered All’s 
hopes with a fine display 
of serve and volley game 
! to walk away with the 
biggest pay cheque of 
his career. 

Ismail won in straight 1 

sets. 7-6 (tie-break 10-8), 

6-4 and, more than 
anything else, his 
booming serve and 
vrinning volleys 
clinched him the title 
over a more fancied 
opponent. 

The 21-year-old 
Ismail’s victory is 
significant in more ways 
than one. Ali, till last 
year India’s number one 
Davis Cup player, lost to 
national grass court 
champion Paes against 
Indonesia recently at 
Jaipur after Ramesh 
Krishnan made himself 
available for the first 
time in three years. 

With the 17 -year-old 





SANDEEP KIRTANE 

ONWARD MARCH 


7m 

noet-taUcedaboirt 
player in the 
Standard Chartered 
Indian Open at 
Bombey waa 
17>year<49AdSm<de^ 
Kirtaae of I*une who 
kfiod^outtwo 
aeeda before losing to 
Zeeafttan AU in the 
Mini-4Elxial. 

It has been a highly 
attooessfol season fiar 
tiwBunslad.aicmof 

Banji Trophy pla^ 
Sai^ay Kirtane who is 
aqiudified medical 
pieuotttkHiernow. 

Kirtane ^owed 
esiuifilte timingon 
hisdoub^flsted 


11 TT>Ti fXTt 


hadihe opponents 
beaten by the power 
aiuldiqpth that lie 
obtained with tiiat 
strolu. 

, Kirtane'a success 
ainry commenced 
> with hie triumph in 
; the junicn'national 
(Iraimodur^ 
championship at 
Chandigarh last 
Octbbsr where he 
con^ph^ailnd 
4oulw« 


.^eethi'fhmlsof'the MP 
fiiate tournament at 

.S^ilaxmwaaa " ^ < 
ait 


Ifas^ 

whcnw he 





improved player of 
thetoumanmnt. 

The ahort'Statured 
Kirtane, then, 
decided to 
oonoentcate on the 
juniors event and 
made it to the 
semi-fiiuds of the ITF 
juniors tournament 
held at Jaipur earlier 
this year. 

The Pune lad then 
hitapurjilepatoh 
abroad, wlzming Uie 
SriLanka 

internatlonallunim 
tournament and the 
Ceylon 

intmr-continental 

Juniors 

disust^itoidiip, M 
atCotombo, belbre 
gohi^toBrunelto 
heoometheAsian 
jOnior champion. 

HisperfOnnances 
have pitchforked him 
tothetopspotinthe 
national Juniors 
rankings and'have 


idso earned him a 
ipot in the reserves 
list of the Dsivis Cup 
squad for the tie 
against South Korea 
in May. 

The Paes-Kirtane 
rivalry goes back a 
.fbw years, notably to 
1987 when the two 
met in the final of the 
eub-junior nationals 
at Lucknow where 
Paes emerged 
triumphant. 

The performance 
eeouredthedxio 
tickets to the Rice 
BowlJuniQr 
Intematicmal 

Hong Kong wlmre, Ih 
asiall'^IndianfiisaJi^. 


emari^ trhimidiant 
after three 

hard*ft»m^t seta with 
Kirtane. 

Atp rese ntKirtane 
doss not havea fbEed 
ccaA. thoufinis 


trains with other boys 
intheNandan 
Bal-run Batra Tennis 
Centre at Pune as a 
stqpgap measure. 

Kirtane plans to 
play in the junicnw 
event of this year’s 
French Open, 
Wimbledon and the 
US Open after taking 
partintbeHhng 
Kong International 
Juniors 

champdon^p. . 

Only last year Pass 
bit the hulls ^ by 
winning the junior ' 
Wimbtedon event 
after ilniahing 
runner-up in the 
Australian Open ftar 
Jw^bcffs. Kow Kirtane 
isbithSingloftdldw 
hislong—time rival 
Pais’sfbotst^. 

These two are, easily, 
the most gifted 
youngsters in their 
agegrcx^ - 









junior Wimbledon 
champion Paes already 
ahead of him, Ali was 
under pressure to prove 
himself, with the 
success of the 
Brittania-Amritraj 
Tennis Trust-trained 
Ismail at Hyderabad. 

Ali managed to win 
that semi-final after 
being knocked off his 
feet by the 17-year-old 
Kirtane’s power-packed 
double-fisted backhand 
in the second set. But 
Ismail proved all too 
strong with his big 
serves and sharp volleys 
in the final. 


force in Indian tennis. 
Apart from Ismail, the 
performance of Kirtane 
portends a healthy sigrn. 

Unseeded Kirtane 
knocked out wily 
Piperno, fresh from two 
titles at his hometown, 
Calcutta, at the 
pre-quarter—final stage 
in the three sets and 
then ousted Soviet 
number nine David 
Kacharova in the 
quarter-finals. 

He lost the first set of 
his semi-final against 
Ali rather tamely but 
played some biilliant 
tennis, hitting passing 


with a very weak second 
service, which was 
slaughtered by Ali, he 
submitted the third set 
meekly. 

Kirtane showed that 
he has the requisite 
talent. He has some 
obvious drawbacks. He 
is short-statured, an 
obvious disadvantage in 
modem tennis, and he 
has to improve his 
second serve drastically 
as there is neither 
enough spin nor 
sufficient deception in it 
to trouble any average 
opponent. 

Bohit Rajpal 










Zeeshan All: on slippery ground 


Ismail, incidentally, 
did not drop a single set 
throughout the 
championship and 
increased his AITA 
singles points tally by 
50 to move into the third 
spot in the national 
rankings behind Paes 
and Enrico Piperno. 

The championship 
was a pointer to the 
emergence of a new 


shots at will and also 
coming up to volley 
home sharp winners, to 
rattle up eleven points in 
a row after being 0-40 
down in the third game 
of the second set. 

Had Kirtane 
continued in this vein in 
the third set he could 
have disposed of Ali, but 
it was not to be. His first 
serve deserted him and 


completed the semi-final 
line-up with a shock 
defeat of Srinivasan 
Vasudevan, the lanky 
clay-court specialist. 

But Rajpal came a 
cropper against Ismail 
in the fight for a berth in 
the final. 

The men’s doubles title 
and the top prize of Rs 
35,000 were pocketed by 


Nandan Bal and Gaurav 
Natekar. Natekar 
combined well with Bal 
to clinch his fourth 
double crown of the 
season. 

Natekar, had earlier 
won the National Hard 
Court crown at 
Hyderabad and the 
South India 
championship, both 
with Bal as his partner, 
and the Oqjarat State 
tournament with Sachin 
Kirtane. Some food for 
the national selectors’ 
thoughts. 

If the men's section 
carried a prize money of 
Rs 3.14 lakhs, the 
women’s event was not 
too far behind—-Rs 1.2.5 
lakhs—especially 
considering the lack of 
quality and keenness of 
competition. 

Bombay girl Janaki 
Krisbnamurthy 
clinched the women’s 
singles first prize of Rs 
25,000 by beating 
Madras girl Aradhana 
Reddy in a 
long-drawn-out, 
error-prone final 


But there wos o 
shock in store fdr 
everyone. The big 
ond Durly Asif 
Ismoil shottered 
Ali's hopes with o 
fine disploy of serve 
ond volley gome to 
wolk owoy with the 
biggest poy cheque 
ofhis coreer 


Aradhana and Sohini 
Kumari won the doubles 
crown defeatingK.V. 
Nirupama and Sahiba in 
a lacUustre final to 
share the winners’ purse 
of Rs 16,000. 


SriUsm 

maharaja features 






--1 ■■WELVE months 

l ^gp ■ ago, almost to the 

1nb»h H date, women’s 

^ ^ tennis was as 

'v^ watchable as Rajiv 
Gandhi’s speeches on 
campaign trail (with 
;/ apologies to Women’s 

Rights Organisations 
Mr. Gandhi’s 
speech writer). Then out 
' • ■ •' blue, or should 

I ^ Bollitieri’s camp, 

BREAKPOINT came Monica Seles. She 

— beat Graf at the German 

Open, at the French 
Open, subsequently 
became No. 1 and before you could say ‘grunt’, 
the women’s tour was as hot, no make that hotter, 
than anything men's tennis was offering. 

Yet the most fascinating aspect of this upheaval 
must be the turn-around in the Graf-Sabatini 
rivalry. Astonishing? Perhaps not. 

From late 1987, as Chris and Martina began the 
slow ride into the sunset, Graf s era dawned but 
she was untouchable, read boring. So Sabatini. 
French semi-finalist. 15 years old, sexy, and 
because there was no other option, became an 
inadvertent accomplice to history. The world 
decided: okay Gaby, you’re going to be the Chris 
to Steffi’s Martina. 


ROHITBRIJNATH 



Sabatini leads.... Graf falters 


By 1988, the score read Graf 11-Gaby O and 
‘rivalry’ looked as stupid a word as you could find 
for this duo. Gaby’s finished, she lacks stamina, a 
weapon, heart, a mind, everything—was the 
conventional wisdom then. 

Yet, last fortnight, Sabatini beat Graf 7-5.7-6 at 
Amelia Island, her fifth successive victory ever 
the German. In career head-to-head meetings 
Graf still leads 20-9, but what matters is that 
since the US Open last year. Sabatini leads e-2. 
What happened? 

Pew recollect that when Graf won 7 of 8 Grand 
Slam tournaments in 1988-89, she did actually in 
those two years lose some matches. In fact, she 
lost 5 matches, coincidentally, three would be at 
the hands of Sabatini. Surprisingly, all Gaby’s 







wins were over three sets—2-6,6-3,6-1 (Boca 
Raton, 1988); 6-3,4-6,7-5 (Amelia Island, 1988); 
3-6,6-3,7-5 (Amelia Island, 1989)—not bad for a 
girl short on stamina. 

Yet even then it was obvious that Gaby's high 
looping topspin, resulting in a deep, high bounce 
upset Grafs rhythm, especially on her backhand, 
a slice shot with which she could at best fend off 
the ball, not attack it. 

Graf had a multi-dimensionaJ game then in 
comparison to Gaby, and weis finding no reason 
to change. It appeared enough. Sabatini was a 
one-dimensional player, just that stroke short of 
moving from good to great. Yet writing her off 
was foolish, for a decade earlier something just 
the same had occurred. 

Despite an inadequate diet and training, 
Martina Navratilova remained No. l till 1980. 
Everything changed abruptly as Tracy Austin 
and Evert took over, the final cut being a 6-0,6-0 
thrashing by Evert at Amelia Island, 1981. 

Former basketball star Nancy Lieberman, 
present at that match, offered Martina a way 
back: Martina accepted and was put through 
gruelling roadwork and weight training, 
supplemented by a low-fat, high-carbohydrate 
diet supplied by nutritionist Robert Haas. 

In early 1982, Martina returned, her muscles 
chiselled, her body ready Chris Evert, who had 
won 20 of their 45 previous meetings from 1973 
to 1981, would not beat her again till 1985. 

Gabriela Sabatini did not have Nancy 
Lieberman or Robert Haas. She had instead new 
coach Carlos Kirmayr and psychologist Jim 
Loehr. One said ‘volley tough’, the other said 
‘think tough’. And her transformation was as 
unique as Martina’s. 

She became as tough and capable as Graf from 
the back, and more proficient at the net. She is 
simply, the better player now. More complete. 

If this rivalry was lopsided once, it is again, but 
the onus to make it more competitive now 
strangely lies with Graf. Yet, for her too, history 
has an example, coincidentally again from the 
Martina-Evert story. 

In 1984, Evert was becoming increasingly 
despondent over her inability to handle the new 
Martina. Their rivalry too was absurdly 
one-sided, Euid Evert's pride as a champion was 
being eroded. In a startling move. Evert hired a 
fitness trainer, underwent physical and mental 
drills and returned to the circuit in 1985 more 
resilient and more athletic. Times had changed 
and Evert had recognised that her game required 
a sharper dimension and she was right: in two 
magnificent finals at the French Open in 1985 
and 1986, she beat Martina and brought their 
rivalry back to a more even keel. 

The mark of a champion, as we have seen, is the 
courage to go back to the drawing board and find 
a new equation. Steffi Graf needs a topspin 
attacking backhand and a volley—now will she 
go and get it? Or become a page in history. • 









Make aims, help saccsr 

D id you ever believe that refereeing errors can 
actually help football retain its popiolarily, its 
inherent passion instead of bringing disrepute to 
the game. If you didn’t, listen to Mr. Roberto 
Wright. 

Remember him? The man who shattered Paul 
Gascoigne’s World Cup dream, causing those 
now-famous tears that rolled down his cheeks 
and dropped right on to the history books, while 
photogp'aphers and poster printers the world over 
enjoyed a boomtime they had never 
even dreamt of. Listen to this opinionated man s 
startling theory. 

Mr Roberto Wright is dead against the use of 
electronic devices to make refereeing error-free'. 
Because he believes that any electronic 
iimovation could make football mechanical. 

And when that happens football loses its 
greatest charm—the passion that erupts during 
every match and then continues to simmer deep 
down in every fan’s heart even amid the drudgery 
of his everyday routine. 

As is natural for someone who regularly 
referees in South American football, the 
46-year-old Wright has been involved in plenty of 
controversy since he began his career in 1974. 

Once Wright even sent off five Bolivian players 
and in doing so provoked a crowd disturbance. 
There was an awful confusion, the game didn’t 
finish and it began the 90th Bolivian revolution” 
Wright later recalled. 

But no matter how many controversies he was 
involved in, Wright, under no circumstances, 
would ever agree to the use of videos or other 
electronic methods to eliminate errors. 

Why? 

Herp he explains: ”I have alwaays believed that 
the error of a referee is a thermometer of 
football’s passion. If the referee gets everything 
100 per cent light in a game, nobody will say 
anything. But when he makes a mistake, a player 
scores with a hand, or he wrongly gives a 
penalty, or does not give one, this mistake is a 
motive for argument that keeps football on the 
boil. On the other hand, the moment football 
becomes mechanical, it will stop being a passion. 

"So, I always say that, principally in the Latin 
countries, the supporter wants his team to win in 
iiyury time, in an off-side position, or with a 
handball, because then he can make fun of the 
other team. He always wants the most irregular 
happening possible.” 


Bravo Mr. Wright. By your logpc Maradona’s 
‘hand of God’ must liave made the greatest 
contribution in enhancing the ‘passion’ of soccer 
in this century. 

USSR on comeback trail 

T he Soviet Union is working hard to recover 
fast from its Italian misadventure. They have 
alresuly launched a major rebuilding programme 
and one indication that their efforts are bearing 
fruit came during their recent victory over 
Scotland at Ibrox. 



Valery Lobanovski :betrayed 

The Soviet went to Italy as one of the dark 
horses. Veteran maiiager Valery Lobanovski was 
expected to end his national coaching career in 
glory. Instead, the Soviets suffered the 
humiliation of becoming the first team to be 
eliminated—despite the much too-late 4-0 victory 
over Cameroon in their last first-round match. 

A bitter Lobanovski later accused senior 
players as keeper Dasayev and striker Oleg 





! 




Protasov of sabotage while the players, in 
retaliation, charged that Lobanovski fouled up 
the team’s strategy, panicked after the shock 
Romanian defeat, and took one wrong decision 
after another. And the most glaring example of 
his mistakes that they cite is his refusal to field 
Alexei Mikhailichenko, who in their opinion 
could have changed the whole complexion of the 
Russians’ game. 

After Lobanovski handed over chai ge to his 
one-time Kiev pupil Anatoli Bishovets as national 
manager, the man now at the helm is facing the 
unenviable task of starting from 
scratch—primarily because most of the senior 
Soviet stars have already been sold to the West. 

So, even if the victory in Scotland had come as a 
confidence-booster for the new boss, Bishovets, 
one swallow does not make a summer. Bishovets 
has before him a long hard way to go. 


Cameroon’s loss, China’s gain 

W ILL the Chinese soon do a Cameroon in the 
world staffs of soccer? The question may 
not sound pertinent just now, but when you 
consider the fact that China has recently hired 
the miracle-man Valery Nepomniachi as their 
coach, you certainly wonder what’s there in store 
for the world footballing balance of power. 

Valery Nepomniachi coached Cameroon to the 
wonderful exploits that they showed in Italy last 
year, coining right out of almost nowhere. His 
hard work, his managerial skills and, above all, 
his superb sense of adaptation brought Cameroon 
on par with the advancing and changing styles of 
world football. 

And given the enormous potential that China 
have, Nepomniachi has no reasons to be a failure 





in his new assignment. 

Initially , at least, the Russian coach will be on 
only an eight-week contract, and is expected to 
work with the Under-16 teams they prepare for 
the World Championship in Ecuador. 

Nepomniachi left Cameroon partly because of 
repeated interference from officials. The Chinese 
Football Association also has a long and 
controversial history of poking its nose into their 
coach’s affairs, but if they realise the benefit they 
can reap from the Russian’s coaching genius, 
maybe, Cameroon’s loss will prove to be China’s 
gain. 

A giant awaits his turn 

I F South Africa does really return to the 
international sporting arena, as it is now poised 
to do, with the gradual dismantling of the 
institution of apartheid, soccer will certainly be 
among the fore-runners in the race to get back 
into world-class competitions. Simply because the 
ooimtry just abounds in footballing talent.very 
little of which is yet to be exposed to the world. 
And, according to some experts, the country has 
the potential to rate even higher than Cameroon 
at the World Cup in Italy. 

Although to most outsiders South Africa has 
long been perceived as a rugby mad coimtry—one 
of the myths perpetuated by the apartheid 
government—soccer’s popularity, in fact, far 
outstrips that of rugby, the ofllcial national 
sport. 

The national soccer leagrue has sponsorships 
worth millions of rand from major corporations, 
and himdreds of hours of soccer are shown on 
television. The World Cup last year was screened 
for the first time on South African television, and 
42 games were taken live—more than in most 
countries in Europe, including even those 
participating. 

The World Cup experience has certainly given 
the game a boost and its protagonists now 
command such intense fan following that soccer 
heroes are now treated almost like Gods. 

Last year, the league built a 75,000 seat 
stadium on the outskirts of Johannesburg and 
Sweto, called the Soccer City. 

And as the coimtry now awaits its passport to 
international competition, optimists predict that 
the entry would happen some time in 1992. 

But whenever that happens, it is sure, a 
potential giant will arise and the world will wake 
up to a new, massive soccer power to reckon with. 






DOMmUHE 



Having got his 
right forearm sewn 
back on^ 
Aiessandro Nannini 
wants to make a 
comeback to 
Formuia One 
racing! 


H ow many of you believe in 
miracles? Nelson Piquet 
didn’t. That’s why he said it 
would be “a miracle if 
Sandro drove Formula One again” 
when Alessandro Nannini had his 
right forearm severed in a freak 
helicopter accident last year. 

Now, less than a year after the 
horrific accident, Piquet might 
just become a believer. High-tech 
medical science and old-fashioned 
jaw-clenching determination 
being the factors for this change. 
The specialists who attended to 
Nannini immediately after the 
crash sewed his right forearm 
back on. And Nannini, showing 
the same g^it he displayed on the 
race track, has decided that he is 
going to make a comeback. 

Can a man with a aewn-back right 
arm ever drive Formula One cars 
again? Nannini plana to find out 










ill Nanntnl 
ver drive the 
Benetton Ford with 
the same 
mastery again? 


HAPPEN? 


After imdergoing stirgery on 
his injured arm recently, Nannini 
expressed his desire to get back 
into the cockpit of a Formula One 
car by October this year, making a 
fulltime comeback to the 
breakneck competition by next 
season. In high spirits, thanks to 
his constantly improving 
condition, he is more than eager 
to resume his chase of the 
hotshots like Ayrton Senna and 
^ain Frost, having served notice 
of his intentions by notching up 
65 points since slipping into a 
Benetton Ford in 1988. By the 
time the unfortunate accident cut 
short his promising career, the 


..... 








The Benetton team 
are willing to 
sacrifice Roberto Moreno If 
Nannini makes It back 


We wW make sure 
thatwelurreacar 
for him (Nannini) to 
drive at that point 
he is sure he can 
come 

liack«..Aiessandro 
Benetton, 
prmiidentoftiie 
Benetton Ford 
team 



Italian even had one Grand Prix 
victory to his credit—the 1989 
Japanese GP. 

But his ever-supportive wife 
Paola is a little more realistic. 
Having helped her 
highly-talented 31-year-old 
husband through the time of 
crisis, she however says 
“unfortunately the medical team 
feel it may take longer than 
Sandro says. There is very light 


















movement but he cannot do 
anything too heavy with it " 

That doesn’t mean that she 
doesn’t want to see her husband 
back in the cockpit again. 
“Overall, he is in very high spirits 
and his condition is constantly 
improving,” she says, adding 
“Alessandro would like 
everything to happen quickly but 
he may have to be a little more 
patient because hia injury will 
take lime to heal ” 

However long it does eventually 
take, Nannini has one 
consolation' there will be a car 
waiting for him Benetton, the 
team he drove so well for till the 
accident, have announced that a 
seat would be found for Nannini 
as soon as he proves his fitness. 

As Alessandro Benetton, 
president of the Benetton Ford 




Formula One racing team said at 
the launch of the new John 
Barnard designed B191 car, “We 
will make sure that we have a car 
for him to drive at the point he is 
sure he can come back. ’ 

Going on to point out that the 
sport was very strenuous and 
would tax even normal people to 
the limit, Benetton added 
"Alessandro has become a friend 
of the family. We are concerned 
about his recovery as a man first 
because he had very complicated 
surgery quite a few times, and I 
am not quite sure anybody can say 
at this fioint how things will turn 
out. There is a possibility that he 
will malte a complete recovery 
and yes, absolutely, there will be a 
plane for him with our team." 

If Benetton and his team are 
excited about the possible return 
of their former driver, the man 
who stepped in to fill the void 
created by Nannmi’s sudden 
departure—Roberto Moreno—is 
thrilled. Exhibiting none of the 
rancour expected from a driver 
who stands to lose his drive. 
Moreno said “1 have only a 



one-year contract and I am going 
to make the most of it. If 
Alessandro comes back no one will 
be happier than me. If I have to 
leave then 1 shall get myself 
another drive” 

Having started 1990 as 

Moreno (Inset) 
appreciates what Nannini 
is planning to do...and will not 
stand in the way 


BenetUm's test driver, the 
Brazilian—a longtime friend of 
the other Benetton driver Nelson 
Piquet since they raced karts 
together way back in 1971 —was 
inducted into the team proper for 
the Japanese Grand Prix last year 
and surprised everyone by 
following teammate Piquet to the 
chequered flag. Since then 
success has been a lot more 
elusive, but that hasn’t stopped 
Moreno from earning a name for 
himself on the Formula One 
circuit as a man who is capable of 
running with the best if he is 
given the right machinery. 

"What’s happening in Formula 
One is that some people are 
finding it hard to accept that I am 
up there near the front of the grid 
when not long ago I was finding it 
hard to qualify in less competitive 
cars” explains Moreno when 
asked how the rest of the FI 
circuit was reacting to his new 
found fame with Benetton. 

But he’s not letting p)etty 
jealousies get him down. “It’s 
normal for people in Formula One 
to just look at the front of the grid 
to see who is doing well or badly 
and now Benetton have given me 
the chance to join them from 
nowhere. Well, after two or three 
more races I will have fully settled 
down in the job. hopefully to 
surprise those who cannot accept 
" where 1 am” he adds. 

Getting back to the team he is 
very happy with, Moreno is full of 
praise for the Benetton Ford outfit 
and makes it very clear that he’s 
not grudging Nannini his desire 
to come back into the sport he 
loves so much. “I know that he 
won’t be back this season and has 
a long road ahead of him, but his 
mind is on the job of recovery. He 
understands that he is not part of 
the team at the moment so is 
doing what is best for him, 
getting proper movement in his 
arm first befoi e thinking about 
drivingagain.” 

If and when Alessandro 
, Nannini does strap himself into 
the cockpit of a Formula One car 
again, two people will have places 
to go. Moreno to another team. 
And Piquet to church. After all, it 
will be a real miracle! 

A Correspondent 





READERS’ QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 . ‘Octopus’is 
atypeof 

sport, what is the 
common name for 
it? 

2 . When asked 
what she 
wants to be in her 
next life, she said 
‘Michael Jordan’ 
the basketball 
superstar. Who is 
she? 

3 . In the 
gladiatoral 
arenas of Rome 
when the crowd put 
their thumbs 
down—it meant 
‘kill him’ (The 
Gladiator). What 
was the symbol to 
spare him? 

A . Who 

“rdescribed the 
decathlon as ‘Nine 
Mickey Mouse 
events and the 
1500 metres’? 

5 . Who said 
“With losers 
let it (victory) 
sympathise, for 
nothing can seem 
foul to those who 
win”? 

6 . Who called 
his selectors 
a “bunch of fools”? 
fy. What are 
I Thompsons 
Yorkers 
nicknamed? 

8 . What was 
unique about 
the four men’s 
semi-finalists of 
Wimbledon 1988? 

9 . Who said “I 
would rather 
win this race than 


be the President of 
the United States”? 
A Which is the 
±. ^only sport in 
which playing with 
the left hand is not' 
allowed? 

n . At Lords, 
what is the 
‘Old Jim’? 

A Q A former 
JL /^Olympic gold 
medallist, later 
joined pohtics and 


was Robert 
Kennedy’s 
bodyguard. At the 
time of Kennedy’s 
assassination he 
was by his side, 
who was he? 

A Q. “Ifheisas 
J. Ofast as Lillee, 
then Lillee mtist be 
bowling at half 
pace”. About which 
young fast bowler 
did Sir Gary Sobers 
say this? 


ANSWERS 


1. Underwater Hockey. 

2. Martina Navratilova. 

3. A closed fist 

4. Datey Thompson 

5. Witliam Shakespeare in Henry IV. 

6. Wayne Phil^.(thewicketkeeperofAustralte). 

7. Sand Shoe Crushers. 

8. Lendl was looking (or his 1st title. Edberg was 
looking for his 2rte (Me. Backer waslooKing ter 
his 3ra title. McEnroe was looking tor his 4th 
title. 

9. Thomas Hick who won the marathon in 1904 
Olympics. 

10 Polo. 

^ TtiG ScftfBcrow. 

12 ! Rafer Johnson, I960 decathlon champion who 
lit the torch at the 1984 Olympics. 

13. Imran Khan Niyazi. 

14 Rabindranath Tagore at Shantiniketan in 1928. 
15.120 metres. 

16. Dickie Bird. 

17. Walnut. 

18. A. Ranger's hat, which Reagarv eventually lost. 

19. To Rite, Ravi Shastri's wife. 

IMS QUIZ IMS BEEN CORIPILED lY: 


SUnMIKMUBUNIBEV 

SQUINPOMY. 

HIIHNHLIIMHm 


IIT.GMMIRMSSSIIB. 

All ontMM sent In by ItM oontrib^ 


A A . Who was 
X ^the first 
person to introduce 
*Judo’ in India? 

A pr, In the 1986 
X OSeoul Asiad, 
Shiny Wilson (Nee 
Abharam) was 
disqualified in the 
800 metres for 
changing tracks. 
What was the 
required distance 
that she had to 
cover before she 
could change her 
tracks? 

^ ^ ‘ That’s Gilt’ 
X Oisan 
autobiography of a 
person whom 
Dennis Lillie 
mentioned in hie 
foreword as “a 
great official and 
great man”. Who is 
this person? 

A ry. If willow is 
X I to cricket 
bats, what type of 
wood is to sporting 
rifles? 

^ Q, In 1986 

X Owhat did 
Ronald Reagan of 
U.S.A. bet with 
premier Bob Hawke 
of Australia if 
Australia could win 
the America’s Cup 
in yatching? 

A Q. “You have 
X y worked 
wonders. Just look 
at him, he only 
straight drives 
now. The days of 
leg glances are 
over”—Thus spoke 
Gavaskar in his 
inimitable style 
paying tribute to 
whona? 
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Until and tinless a sincere 
ettpjN: Is made to 
m^lHililse the errors of 
llNliilment on the part of 
JlNp^es, cricket would 
/ll^liie a fertile ground 
■•for unnecessary 

and chaos 



‘V 




C ricket cjouIcI do with some innovative 
ideas It is high noon for the game to move 
with changes of time and attitude and to 
free itself fi orn tlie shac’kles of antiquity 
Until and unless a sincere effort is made to 
muumise the ei'rors of judgement on the part of 
umpires, the game would become a fertile grouna 
for unnecessary controversie\s and chaos 
It may not be too early to think in terms of 
hnesmen and an extra umpire Fcmr linesmen, 
each to look after a quailcr of the playing arena 
would be a yeoman help to the umpires Catches 
and saves at the boundary line inevitably create 
confusion 

Years back, the umpire relu'ci on the views of 
the fK?idsman 
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SYSTEAAS 
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cionccrned 
for his 
judgement 
But now, th#^ 
press ui'es 
and liigh 
stakes havfi 
unfortunately 
diluted the 
honesty 
of some 
crickc‘ters 
They are 
f)rone to 
mislead and 
gam an 
unfair 
a-dvantage. 
They are not 
avei'se to 





1 



making 

wrong assertions and so, today, to rely on the 
opinion of players could create more problems 
than it would solve. 

Of course, it must also be readily admitted that 
the fieldiirs are not always to be blamed. It is very 
difficult for a fieldsman to correctly judge 
whether he has crossed the boundary line or not 


while effecting a catch or a stop. Remember, how 
during the Reliance World Cup match at Bombay 
between Australia and India, l^vi Shastri 
declared a boundary when the television screen 
showed it to be a ‘six'? Ultimately, the adjudicator 
for the match. I reckon it was Pakistan's Hanif 
Mohammed, who over-ruled the umpire and gave 











The importance of the umpire: Hadlee and the rest 
of the Kiwis are up in arms. But its all much ado 
about nothing, because umpire Kitchen signals no 
ball and Atherton is not out 

embarrassing situation. A few years ago, a 
similar incident occurred in Pakistan while they 
hosted India to a one-day international match. If 
memory be trustworthy India’s Vivek Razdan 
fielding at deep square-leg picked up the ball just 
outside the boundary line and with a fast, flat 
throw had some Pakistani batsman ‘run out’. The 
television screen once again very clearly revealed 
to the viewers the actual happening but, by then, 
the hapless batsman was wending his way to the 
gloom of Die pavilion. 

It is, of course, not always possible for the 
fielder to correctly judge his position in relation 
to the boundary line. Because his whole 
concentration would be on the ball and so in the 
heat of the moment he would be quite liable to 
make a genuine mistake. 






I 




Taking all these factors into consideration, I 
feel we ought to seriously visualize the 
introduction of linesmen into cricket A 
minimum of four may be thought of to begin 
with. Each linesman in that case would cover one 
quarter of the ground. And farther they would be 
expected to assist the umpires as the line judgfis 
do in tennis and the linesmen in soccer and 
hockey 



The intreduction of an extra umpire, too, is a 
matter that should receive our attention. If it is to 
happen then two umpires would be asked to 
op^jrate by turns and the third umpire would rest 
This is very very essential today especially 
because of the tremendous demands that are 
made on the umpires. The period of rest and 
recuperation would work wonders Their 
concentration would improve and they certainly 
would be in a far better mental frame of mind to 
give decisions. 


Errors 



Australia the two extra runs. 

Ironically, Australia won the match by one run 
and went on to win the World Cup, Actually it 
was that excellent judgement which made all the 
difference to the fate of the tournamen t 
This was a typical case when the pi'esence of 
linesman would have saved the umpire from an 


Moreover, the third or the extra umpire concept 
would also be a boon if one of the umpires plays 
truant. As was the case in the recent 
Delhi-Punjab Ranji Trophy tie, which led to such 
an embarrassing and unfortunate situation. In 
the even of such absence, the two other umpires 
would still be available to conduct the game 

The third umpire may also be given the powei* 
to supervise off-the-field activities. For instance, 
he could instruct the groundsmen in the 
movement of sight screens, in the fetching of old 
balls when replacements are required, deny 
players the chance of a out-of-turn drink etc. 

Cricket authorities would do well to realise that 
until and unless an effort is made to minimize 
errors, the game as a whole would be the ultimate 
loser. • 
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THE FALDO FORMULA 


FROM TEETO 611^ 


I Set-up ^ with the Right Side Low 






At address twe 

RI6HT SIDE MOST 
DE LjOWERTHAN 
THE LEFT IN 
ORDER TO 
ENCODRADE A 
PROPER TURN 
INTO THE 
BACK SWING. 

If THE right 
SHOULDER isroo 
HIGHAU. SORTS 
OF BAD SHOTS 
CAN RESULT,.. 


So, KEEP YOUR 
RIGHT ARM RELAXED 
AND BENT WITH 
THE RIGHT ELBOW 
SLIGHTLY TUCKED 
into the SIDE. 


swing “Path with Divot Check 




1/^1 


TO CHECKOBS'eve 
VOUR DIWOTS ... 


r/ 


Divots pointing left of 

TARGET MEANS TMATTHE 
CLUB WAS ALIGNED LEFT 
AT THE. TOP CAUSING MOST 
PROBABLY. A SLICE. 


Conversely, if the shaft 

POINTS RIGHT AT THE TOP, 
THE DIVCTWILL run 
PARALLEL AND YOU LL 
UKELY HOOKTWE BALU 


Move Weight with Club 


1 U KE TO MOVE MY WEIGHT IN UNISON WITH THE OUB DURING MY SWING AT ADDRESS I DISTRI5UTE MY WEIGHT EVENI^ BETWEEN 
^TH FEET AS THE CLUB MOVES INTO THE SACKSWING PERHAPS 80 PERCENT MOVES TO MY RIGHT SIDE. THE DOWN¬ 
SWING IS a'miRROR image, at impact PERHAPS 30 PER CENT OF MY WEIGHT IS ON MY LETT SIDE. 



























On landing after the 
previous kick, deliver a 
chudan-gyaku-tsuki 


T O carry on with the 
kata, throw a left 
chudun-gyaJiu- 
tsuki or a reverse 
middle punch. Follow 
that up with a left 
jodan-madgiri oi‘ a front 
kick to the upper region 
On completion of the 
kick, drop into 
zenkutsu-dachi and 
perform a right chudan 
gyaicu-tsuki. Follow 
that with a 
cbudan-marote-uki 
from a right 
zexikutsu-dachi. 

Keep in mind that all 
these movements are 
shown facing the 
camera for your 
convenience. In reality, 
you would be 
performing them all in 
the opposite direction. 

By Shfvaji Ganguly 
Kyokushinkailfan karate 
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S UMMER’S here. 
And that 
means it's time 
to hit the beach 
or pool. In cjther 
words it’s strip-olT time 
Pull off those hot 
clothes, dive into the 
cool, refreshing’ 
water.. and beat the 
heat! 

But are you really 
proud of the bcxly you 
expose? Do you strut all 
the w^ay to the water? Or 
do you cover yourself 
with a towel right till the 
moment you jump in? It 
all depends on how 
much care you’ve been 
taking of your physique 
over the last few 
months. 

Anyway, if you’re one 
of those lucky few who 
lace up skin-tight 
costumes and trunks 
with pride, you’ve got 
nothing to worry about. 
But if you’re always 
looking for the most 
opportune—read 
deserted—time to take 
your dip, then you’ve 
got problems 
Nothing that a good, 
gutbusting workout 





won’t solve though. If 
you’re willing to give it a 
shot, we at the Fitness 
Column are prepared to 
take you through a 
whole range of 
abdominal exercises 
that’ll burn the spare 
tyre off and have you 
dying to hit the pool 
when it's most crowded. 
Interested? 

The first thing to do is 
understand what your 
absdoforyou An 
extremely complex 
network of muscle 
tissue, it provides the 
basic strength in almost 
every movement your 
body makes. Try it if you 
don't believe us. Just 
concentrate on which 
muscles come into play 
whenever you do 
anything, and you’ll 
realise pretty soon that, 


minus those abs, you’d be 
struggling to even lower 
yourself into a chair. 
Something we take for 
granted, don’t we? 

Basically the abs 
consist of the rectus 
abdominis and the 
oblique—external and 
internal-'-muscles. Gel 
them into shape and 
you’re in business. 

While the rectus 
abdominis lies 
slam-bang in the centre 
of your abdomen, the 
obiiques run along'lhe 
sides, contributing to 
that sexy tapered look 
we all covet 

And if it’s more details 
you want, here goes: the 
rectus is one hung slab 
of muscle that is divided 
by four strips of 
connective tissue^ (hey, 
that's what makes it 


look ridged, right!) 
called the tendinous 
inscripitons. It’s these 
strips ol* tissue that keep 
the rectus abdominis 
supple and prevent us 
from rupturing it. 
There’s also the linea 
alba which runs down 
the middle of the rectus 
abdominis, dividing into 
two vertical halves. 

As for the obliques, 
they run diagonally 
down from the rib cage 
to the groin and provide 
the muscle mass to the 
sides of your waist. 
Worked when you twist 
your upper body at the 
‘raised' position of the 
sit-up, these muscles are 
about the hardest to 
find. Ijcave alone 
develop. See these 
muscles well defined on 
anyone.. .and you’re 


looking at a person 
who's deadly serious 
about fitness. 

Now that you know 
where the problem 
lies—actually it’s not 
fair to lump the muscles 
with the blame since it’s 
fat that does the 
damage—how about 
doing something about 
it? Over the next few 
weeks we’re going to 
give you a series of 
abdominal exercises 
recommended by the 
champions Do them 
religiously and tliere’s 
nothing to stop you 
from peeling off that 
teeshirt even before you 
roach the pool. 

Sure the season’s hoi. 
But so are you! Stick 
with us and we ll show 
them the hottest set of 
abs in town, won’t we? 






OU’HE m the mood 
for a workout You 
put on a MC 
Hammer cassette, and 
pump up the volume. 
You are in your second 
sot when, your dad 
peeks in and tells you to 
turn down the vol umc 
“At this rate you’ll soon 
p:o deaf’, he says, and 
vanishes, Iw^fore you can 
toll him cU3 to how you 
can get the adrenalin 
pumping only when the 
music is playing real 
loud You grimac;e, but 
continue nevertheless 
It’s your mum’s 
birthday and the family 
goes out for dinno^r. You 
are waiting for the food 
to arrive, and suddenly 
the silence is punctuated 
by some sharp cracks, 
and your mother tells 
you that if you keep 
crac.‘king your knuckles 
you’ll get arthritis. Well, 
you hadn’t even realised 
that you had cracked 


your knuckles, until 
you were told so by your 
mother. 

Familiar with the 
above situations? Well, 
there's not much truth 
in the relation between 
cracking knuckles and 
arthritis, but then your 
folks were probably 
right about some of the 
other stuff. We’re not 
saying that all of Mom 
and Dad’s health advice 
was medical rnalarkcy. 
Some of it is good 
enough to pass on to 
your kids.. 

Your dad was hip to 
the one about the music 
Listening to loud music, 
especially through 
headphones can ca.usc 
permanent hearing loss 
The next bf.*st thing you 
can do is to play the 
music a bit softly 
Another very 
interesting aspect about 
music If you are on 
diet, then, have your 
food listening to soft 
music, because rcxik’n 
roll makes you gulp 
down your food and you 
end up eating much 
more than your really 
need. , 


‘‘Don’t read in the 
dark; it will ruin your 
eyes.” 

TRUE, Improper 
lighting causes 
eyestrain which can 
result in headaches and 
fatigue Reading in poor 
light can even bring on 
nearsightedness, 
especially during the 
years of growing up. As 


a rule of thumb, a 
shaded 150 watt bulb 
about three feet away 
should provide enough 
light The wattage 
should increase as the 
distance from the light 
increases. To counter 
eyestrain from reading, 
look up and away, after 
every 15 or 20 minutes. 
This relaxes the 
tight-focusing eye 
muscles that play a role 
m furthering 
nea rsighted ness. 



“Eat your carrots. 
TheyTO good for your 
eyes.” 

TRUE. Have you ever 
seen a rabbit wearing 
glasses? Chances are, 
that you will not. The 
rich supply of 
betacarotene in carrots 
is converted in your 
body to Vitamin A which 
contributes to better 
functioning of the 
retina. This nutrient is 
specially helpful to 
prevent night blindness. 




“Let some aireetto 
that cut and itil heal 
faster.” 

NO, IT WON’T. Keeping 
a minor cut moist, and 
then covering it with an 
airtight dressing helps 
the wound heal 40% 
faster than the 
conventional gauze and 
other dressings. Doctors 
are not too sure as to 
why airtight dressings 
are the best. Probably 
the reason is that an 
airtight dressing keeps 
the healing substances 
in body fluids from 
drying up. 

“Keep making those 
faces and someday 
your face will freeze 
that way.” 

TRUE, Facial 
expressions are made by 
contracting muscles. 
Every time you make a 
face, you produce folds 
in the skin When you 
are young, with the skin 
at it’s elastic best, folds 
soon disappear. But as 
you age, the connective 
tissues get damaged, 
(courtesy the sun and 
cigarettes), and the 
wrinkles don’t vanish so 
easily. When these 
actions are repeated over 
a period of time on 
damaged tissues, then 
you begin having crow’s 
feet, smile lines and 
frown lines. 



“Get back in here with 
that wet hair, or you 
freeze to death.*'^ 

FALSE. Cold viruses 
cause colds. Wet hair, 
raw weather and sudden 
chills may aggravate 
existing symptoms, but 
they won’t make you 
sick. A study conducted 
by medical experts in 
America, compared on 
group in a warm room 
with others in a chilly 
room. Both were equally 
susceptible to the cold 
virus. Actually the cold 
viruses are passed on to 
you by contact, bo the 
best way to avoid a cold 
is to be careful when you 
shake hands with 
someone, who has a 
cold. 

“Leave those pimples 
alone.” 

TRUE. In most cases 
tampering with the 
pimples just aggravates 
the condition. Angry red 
pimples often become 
more inflaminod wlien 
squeezed. Pores with 
tiny whiteheads should 
also be forgiven, not 
driven. On the other 
hand, blackheads and 
pimples that are filled 
with yellow pus can also 
be safely squeezed. Once 
the pus is taktm out 
from these, then it heals 
more quickly. 


“Drink your milk if 
you want to grow 
tali.” 

FALSE Skeletal growth 
depends on calcium, and 
calcium rich milk helps 
develop the bones, but 
then you cannot put on a 
couple of inches just by 
drinking milk. 

Basically, your genes 
determine how tall you 
grow, so as long as you 
receive adequate 
amounts of calcium, 
your chromosomes will 
see that you grew to 
your full height. 

“If you don’t stop 
doing that, you’ll go 
blind.” 

FALSE We haven't yet. 0 
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MAILBAG 


FasdnatiiigUl 

T he issue dated 27 March-2 
April was filled with 
interesting articles. And of course 
the cover story on Kapil Dev by 
Robin Chatterjee was real good 
reading though, we could have 
done with a better poster of 
Monica Seles, but the sweet 
fragrance of Sabatini could be 
smelt all over the issue. Thanks a 
ton for the picture. 

JERRIN, 

Nagercoil. 



L ooking at the performance of 
the Indian team against the 
Indonesians in the Davis Cup tie at 
Jaipur, one is convinced that 
Leander can lead India on to 
greater heights. Though the 
Indonesians were not expected to 
do much better, we should still be 
satisfied with our performance. 

Rameish Krishnan has correctly 
predicted that the Koreans will be 
a much tougher lot But his 
presence in the team will make 
one hell of a difference. We should 


be optimistic about the tie, and 
because the tie will be played on 
grass Leander has a much better 
chance. 

The win of Leander's and his 
association with Ramesh 
Krishnan should have boosted his 
morale a lot. Though Zeeshan All 
was not too good, he does still 
have time for improvement. 

Krishnan and Co, it s time for 
you, to make your presence felt in 
the international arena. Go all out 
for it and prove to us that we are 
justified in pinning our hopes on 
you. ' 

RAJIBMISHRA. 

Sambalpur. 



T hat would have been the apt 
heading for Diego Maradona’s 
life story. All the fame and 
superstardom that was his, has 
been blown away. Today he stands 
alone as the most disgraced 
sportsperson of the decade. His 
failure to pass the drug test, will 
surely end his career. For the past 
two years his activities both and 
on off the field was in total 
disarray, and it did nothing to 



revive his sagging image and the 
respect that he had lost. And the 
latest episode about him being 
involved in the drugs and 
prostitution ring, just stinks to 
high heavens. Now it comes as no 
wonder that he was voted the most 
hated footballer in Italy. He might 
be a superstar, but that does not 
mean he could get away with 
anything. He surely deserved the 
15 month suspension that was 
given to him by FIFA. 

S.SURESH, 

Madurai. 


winner AU The Way MnMi 

T he cover story on Kapil Dev in 
the issue dated 27 March - 2 
April gave a detailed picture of 
Kapil Dev’s life. As a cricketer he 
gave everything he had to the 
game of cricket. This was evident 
from the fact that he was the 
b ighest wickeLtaker in the world 
of one-day cricket. The year 1983 
was indeed a historic year for 
Kapil and also for Indian cricket. 

His knoc;k of 175 against 
Zimbabwe was of sterling quality. 
He topped the world’s all j 

rounder’s list with distinction. 

Just goes to prove that he is 1 

indeed a winner all the way! 
aK.SUBRAMANIAM, 

Madras 


More Indian Sports, Please 


I T is certainly nice to know as to I 
what is happening in the 
international arena in sports .But 
it is also necessary that we know 
what is happening in the country. 
There appears to be a tendency in 
your otherwise excellent 
magazine, to give secondary 
importance to sporting events 
held in our country. 

Since sponsorship is critical for 
encouraging upucoming talent, 
magazines like SportaworJd 
should do their best to promote 
new talent in the country. Only 
then can we become a force to 
reckon with, in international 
sports. 

RAHUL YADAV, 

Ambala. 






















SPORTS HALL OF SHAME 


BY NASH & ZULLO 



XWTWi 1980 

TOM VIEISWDPF SETTWE T 0 UR\' 1 AMEWT 
RECORP TOR MOST SttaSRES CN/ER fAR 
0 KAS\Ki 6 UEV^ 0 VE... 10 ' ONTWEPAR-S 
tZiW V 40 U£, ToM PLUWVCEP HVE STRAiatt 
6AUWS \WT0 -me pr\m< to<^ AvmRE^iPoos 
13. ^WETOULJO^»»^0PAV-APPARE^m.V 
TAKlNlO PEAD AIM AT WlS RECORD - HE 
SPLASHED TViO AAORE SALlS IWTWE WATER 

BAROOTETOASE^'i. OH COViSECUTWiE 

PAYS, TO»^ 'AAPPUAYEDTHE ISS-YARD 
WXE lU 1H OVER PAR.' 






WM^ iL-" 7 .Areravalp 

\ IK iJ^jF 0 PEH\N 6 “fiC»UHP 

1 I . 1^' W 75 IHTHE1979 
li \)iL r masters, pro 

MrWTlfn U MA6MCIEMP0M 
-•/ ^ //V I / Told HIS WIFE, JOAH, 

C'-SsM^A I 'Tmplayjki&so 

lL IX EADit I JUST loiow 
—^ n>c^l>R^ X. (^lH6To HIT 

SOMEBODY WFACT, WMA'TEVEK'TbUDOTD- 
MORRCW OhTHE<3ALLERY). DON'T &ET IN 
front of me." I&KORlAi H IS WARNINf/, 
JOAN DUTIFULLY JOINED THE FAIRWAY 
6»ALLERr ON THE FIRST HOLE To WAlTH 
MAO'S TEE SHOT. M'^LENDON 

HOOKED A BLUE DARTER INTO THE 
OROWD AND H IT. -.YOU KNOW WHO.'' HOSPIT¬ 
AL X-RAYS SHOWED JOAN SUFFERED ONLY 
A BAD BRUISE. 


iFul+TMi J. 


VOTED’ iTra-iiam (uu)eh. as Kii^laiui s ])layer ol’th<' 
yoar. foj’ liis reciiu'ci bri*akiii^* oxphjils and 
(or ins Itaderslnp iiL-umiMi. 

SHIFTED: From Ec uador Tc^ Mc^xicxt, 1 lu* under- 17 
Wojid Cup lout ball by El K A Tins was 
done bt'cause a eholem epideinie liad 
invaded Eeiiaclor IVoin JVi'u 

HONOURED; A/haraddin, by Wisdeii, as one of 
A Wisdi'ii’s enekett'rs of the yeai *'90 lb* 

W was jouu'd by Mike ArthtMton, 

Desniond Haynes. Mark Wane’ll and 
Allan Butc'lu?!* 

APPOINTED: Hanuinathan KnsJiiuiii as iJieeoaeh 
of the Peinnsulii Tennis A<‘adeiny at 
Delhi This iiuadentally is his first 
coaching assignment 

BOUGHT: Hy Ciuisst'pe Ciarrapioo. tlie Tialiaii first 
division club AS Roma, winch was in 
dire straits financially Ciuissepe is the 
owner of the Eiuggi nniuual water 
empire 

WON: By Stefan Edberg , tlu‘ $1 15 million Japan 
Open, defeating Ivan Lendl, G-1.7 5, G-0 
^ RECALLED: Pat Cash for the Australia s Davis Cup 
V squad, for the tie against France to be 

played at Nimes, next month. 











CALCUTTA 


CAB niodaNit (HAet 


S ENIOR division CAB lea^e 
champions Aryan capitulated 
to Sporting Union in the final of 
the CAB Senior Knockout cricket 
championship recently. Sporting 
Union’s seven-wicket victory 
helped them aveng^e their 
semifinal defeat to Aryan in the 
league championship earlier on. 

Sporting Union, with one of the 
best sides in the local circuit, 
triumphed basically due to some 
callous batting by the Aryan 
middle-order. Veteran spinner 
Aloke Bhattacharya and 
upcoming off-spinner Arun 
Banerjee lured the Aryan batsmen 
into all sorts of errors as the two 
shared six wickets between 
themselves. 

Sporting Union invited Aryan to 


bat on an easy Eden Gardens 
wicket, but the league champions 
made a disastrous start, losing 
opener, Debopam Sarkar for nine 
runs. Aryan could not recover 
from the early blow and had lost 
four wickets before even putting 
up 50 rims on the scoreboard. 

Number four batsman Joydeep 
Mukherjee played the only decent 
knock in the innings, but could 
not force the pace because he ran 
out of partners. Mukherjee 
top-scored with 30 runs. 

Set to score 110 for victory in 
45 overs, Sporting Union did that 
with ease. Kalyan Dhal, who has 
been amongst the runs this 
season, knocked a quick 42 to set 
the ball rolling for Sporting. The 
Job was completed by Raja Venkat 
who took his team to victory in the 
29th over by lofting Pradip 
Pandey for a huge six. Venkat 
remained unbeaten on 14. 

Sporting Union won the CAB 

senior knockout tournament 


Brief scores: Aryan 109 in 32.1 
overs (Joydeep Mukherjee 30, 
Aloke Bhattacharya 3/16, Arun 
Banerje 3/42). Sporting Union 
114/3 in 28.3 overs (Kalyan Dhal 
42). Sporting won by seven 
wickets. 



M OHUN B AGAN ended a streak 
of bad performances by lifting 
the P. Sen Trophy limited overs 
cricket championship. Bagan, 
who had been winning almost all 
the local cricket tournaments with 
consummate ease over the yearsv 
had struck a bad patch this season 
when they were ousted from the 
league and the senior knockout 
championships. But all the bad 
days were forgotten as Mohun 
Bagan lifted the P. Sen Trophy for 
the unprecedented 12th time. 

But victory was not all that easy 









SANT^OHOSH 


against a CAB President’s XI side 
which boasted of some of the 
State’s upcoming youngsters, 
including Sourav Ganguly, 
playing in between his Higher 
Secondary examinations, and 
Sanjay Das, who has been 
knocking on the doors of the 
Bengal Ranji Trophy side with tall 
scores in the local circuit. Bagan 
won by four wickets and with only 
16 balls to spare. 

Das and Ganguly prospered for 
a solid 189-run second wicket 
partnership, which actually 
helped the CAB President's XI set 
Mohun Bagan a worthwhile 
target to chase. Das scored 101, 
which although had its minor 
blemishes, was a praiseworthy 
effort, coming off 103 balls. But 
Ganguly, as usual, was his 
flamboyant self, cracking an 
electrifying 96 off 93 deliveries. 
Ganguly’s innings contained six 
fours and two sixes, but he was 
unlucky to miss a deserving 




century because the man marking 
the scoreboard blundered. The 
scoietaoard wrongly showed that 
Ganguly had scored his hundred. 
This prompted the southpaw to go 
for a big hit and lose his wicket. 

From a healthy 221 for three at 
the fall of Ganguly’s wicket, the 
CAB side slipped to a precarious 
243 for seven. The strong middle 
order, having the likes gf Ranji 
stalwai'ts Srikant Kalyani and 
Saradindu Mukherjee, drew a 
blank. 

The wrecker-in-chief for Mohun 
Bagan was their bespectacled 
former Bengal captain. Pronob 
Nandi. Bowling rather gentle 
leg-spins, Nandi had the CAB 
middle-order in a quandary. 

Nandi finished with figures of five 
for 27, mainly due to the 
generosity of the CAB President’s 
XI batsmen. 

Requiring to score over six runs 
an over, Mohun Bagan made a bad 
start. Opener Indu Bhusan Roy i 
went back to the pavilion at the 1 
team score of 25 and Bagan were 
into deeper trouble when Palash ! 
Nandi departed soon after. 

But Bagan recovered from that 
£LS Arun Lai and Ajay Verma 
settled down easily and soon 
exposed the mediocrity of the 
opponents’ bowling attack. Only 
medium-pacer Abdul Monayam, 
who picked up four crucial 
wickets for 43 runs, bowled well 
and even Bengal’s off-spinner 
Saradindu Mukherjee, who has 
donned national colours, looked 


Mohun Bagan were the winneie 
of the P. Sen Trophy 

very ordinary. 

Just as it appeared that Bagan 
were cruising easily. Lai was 
brilliantly caught by Probal 
Ghosh at squai'e leg for 29. 
Change-bowler Srikant Kalyani 
got the vital breakthrough. But 
the damage was repaired by a 
short and glorious innings by 
Pronob Nandi who not only 
stepped up the run rate with a 
pugnacious 39 off 31 balls, but 
also took Mohun Bagan to within 
sniffing distance of victory. 

The man who actually helped 
Mohun Bagan achieve that was 
Verma. The right-handed opener 
played a splendid innings and was 
simply superb in the off-side. Two 
extra-cover boundaries were just a 
treat. Verma scored 120 and it 
could not have been better timed. 

Despite losing two quick 
wickets in Verma and Gautam 
Shome. out first ball, Mohun 
Bagan went on to win with the 
chubby Ashok Malhotra hitting 
the winning runs. Malhotra 
remained unbeaten on a crisp 32 
Brief scores: CAB President’s XI 
249/8 in 41 overs (Sanjay Das 101, 
Sourav Ganguly 96. Pronob Nandi 
5/27). Mohun Bagan 250/6 in 38 2 
overs (Ajay Verma 120, Pronob | 
Nandi 39, Arun Lai 29, Ashok i 
Malhotra 32 not out, Abdul 
Monayem 4/43). Mohun Bagan 
won by four wickets. 

Soumitra Bose 


< w I k. ■ 





E/CHESS/BRIDGEl 


QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who became the first player to 
perform the match ‘'double" of 
100 runs and 10 wickets'^ 

2. Mark Greatbatch is the ninth 
Englishman to suffer a particular 
bad luck in Test match What was 
it? 

3. Whom did Poland beat to win the 
third place m the 1974 World Cup 
soccer"? 

4 Which club side did Bobby Moore 
represent"? 

5 'Pan Pan was the mascot for the 
Bei)ing Asiad What does the word 
mean"? 

6 What IS common to Matt Busoy 
Edmund Hiliary and Don 
Bradman'? 

7 Tommie Smith the 
famous-—meters lunner from ihe 
U.S A was nicknamed'Jet (100. 
200, 400) 

8 A judo match IS won by the fi'st 
person to hold his opponent 
immobile on his back 
for--seconds (1^.30 60) 

ANSWERS 

1 Alan Davidson 

2 Being dismissed for 99 

3. Brazil 

4 West Ham United 1 1958-74) and 
Fulham (1974-76) 

5 "Longing" 

6 All of them were Knigriien 

7. 200 

8 30 

CHESS 

AiioIIk.'I’ f» on: 

thfj Sovit'l rncistfj>, J If re 

bliic k f;ss<iy.s .'1 rnrc hji<1 

y rt(;r whilf- Is with a bycl 
nov(.‘lty h(* wurks upy 
attack IM Viadumr- Ycp^'shiii is 
a.nolher Kussiaii wJio is bouiul U? 
make wavfs vtjiy sluji’tly 

Whitt' Klieiikin Vs Black 
Ytjpeslmi. Minsk ‘BO 

i d4 Nf6 2 c4 e6 3 Nc3 Bb4 4 Hi c5 do b5! 
An ifit'a boi rcwcd tixmi tlu* 
lilumurifeld and c.t coin st‘ also the 
Ijenin^rad ViiriiiUon oTtht' 

Niin/.o 

6 e4 bc4 7 Bxc4 Nx(J5! The cht?a}jo h 
edS'-^Cvd^l hmils w.hitc's options 

Bxd5 ed5 9 Qxd5 Nc610 Nge2 Ba611 Be3 


QbB 12 0‘0-0? More usual would be 12 
Kf2 This IS not an experiment 
that is likely to be repeated. 

12—0-013 a3 fSc'C Diapcramj Rab8!! 

A very gijod piec;e sacnlioo 
especially sinc-e it must have been 
found at the board 
14 ab4 Nxb415 Bxc5. White has 
sciVdral aepressin^-options For 
example 16 Qdii Na2 or 16 Qxe5 
Nd3 17Hxd3Uxb2 IftKdl Bxd3 
15--ah6! 16 Qd2 Nd317 Kbi Rxb218 Qxb2 
Nxb219 Rd6 Bd3! White is lost despite 
niyteriaJ compensation because 
his pieces lcK‘k all coordination 
20 Kxb2 Rb8 21 Kal Qd2 22 Ba3 Rb3 23 
Bel Qc2 24 Rxd3 Rb6! Tla shor test 
rr,Lite to vie! 01 > 

25 Rd4 Ra6 26 Ra4 Rxa4 27 Nxa4 (lxa4 
28 Kbl Qb5 29 Bb2 Qb3 30 Kcl Qxe2 31 Rdl 
Qxg2 32 Rxd7 h6 33 Rd2 0x13 34 e5 a5 0-1 

It ^ just skin arid buiu-s now 



BRIDGE 


Beniio(kij-fj/zo. a nu’mbci oj tbc 
fa mens Jlalian Sfjiiadi'a Assury 
that sw’(‘pi world brid^'c from llic 
mid fillies to the Hiid-scventies 
onc( am'iui deiiiojiblratc'd his 
supei b earci-playin^' skill by 
vvimnn^ the Pamp I 'o- (’ontest 
o: eanisi'd duriri|=v the last w'orld 
chynipionslnps at Cleia^va leaving 
se(‘f)nfl-phi,ecd Ih^bcrt llarnnian (j 1’ 
USA lar hehnid Jluwf^ver, his 
reputation is n(A only lor his 
technical f i Mcm-e in cai'cl-play 
and Lheabihl v to devise new 
conventions ol undisputed merit 
but cilst) lor being oneof thi^ most 
original dcvism s of laJse-cards 
Here is a hand 1 rom the 
pi'estigious Sujidjy Ti/nespairs in 
January - 


Dealer No" 


WEST 

4 J 109 
G 9 5 
K94 2 
4G72 


E-W vul 

NORTH(dumfny) 

48 7 5 2 
C:?AK 108 7 4 
<% 10 
494 


EAST 

464 

<"> A 5 3 


4AK j 106 3 


SOUTH 

4 A K G 3 
6 2 

■ G J 8 7 6 
4t* 3 


Andy Robson, the British player 
wdiO has made a name for himself 
at the comparati\'ely young age of 
27. bid spades and diamonds and 
final!} reached lour spades from 
the .SouHi scat after Garoz?/) had 
opened a nar ural club as East A 
club was led and Garozzo found 
the only deience to giv*-' any 
trouble to South—he uon tv/o 
rounds (A' club.s. cashed the 
diamond ace and played bac'k a 
third c'luD giving cl'clarer an 
useless rufl-and slulf This killed 
the heart suit whichevoi hand 
declarer rufis in Robson chose to 
ruft in hand anrl led thie diamond 
queen. Jetting it run when West 
followed kiW Now f;ymt^ a 
diamond ruff and declarer seemtid 
to be on tlie winning Inu^ foi East 
W'ould not bf' able to ^jver-rutf the 
fourlfi diamond However. 

Garozzo devious as ever found a 
way t(j divert his (jpfjunent Aflei 
1 tilling t he third I’ound ol 
diamonds Robsrm cashed the 
heart ace and Garcjzzo dropped 
the jue'k' Now Hobson could see 
that he dici not need to risk an 
(;verrufl in diamojids as long as he 
could guess whet tier East had 
started with the singleton jack of 
hearts or the doubleton 
queen-jack after all, he surely 
could not have stai-ted wdth Jx' So 
he dn*w ti’umps, could read East 
for at least tw^o heai’ls and 
accordingly tried to drop the heart 
queen, dowm one! 

In the same contract. Pctci- 
Cl ouch, another young Brit, 
found an exc^ellent line after the 
same start He ruffed the third 
club in dunim\\ came to hand in 
trumps, passed the diamond 
queen, ruffed a diamond and ran 
the trumps to catch West in a 
T-ed-suit squeeze 
Santanu Ghose 
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J Cottar 9 li|y. belauded ia 
V Oeleuttaoeabr^^aun^ . 
aiiinnwf roorning. Yon would ; 
f^tnk tbat this was jiut anothur 
ouiious IDUC^ visiting tto 
JCQT. SiB0d|d(|Birjw.it^^ 

lUtUbbT 



3 W«m-j.'idl the way fiittiji ”>-;< 
HiKraeiUft.Fniu». Distance < 

This 


AttheManoif 
Wiiffjettyia Calcutta, they hx>iksd 
waaitf and tired but Jean 
DCirgeia's handshake was firm, 
hia voiioe was throbbing with 
sntburtasm,.ai»d his smite waam , 
as he grasMi t b et !*^S ; B! p ortB ■!' 

yta io 

hadooiaetoltecieiNwl)^;.: 

^idaafortbistrip,aosdjFed - 
flitinaHy..iiS iMid idi^ 
W'llaurlttua Idandstm a rubber 
dinsdo^ and he wonddred’whsQmr 
he oot;^ doa longer trip. He 
<dieotodtheQiiinnaas|iocdtsnd 

apii|Mt th ft 

very long Mp on 
86 he decdded.to 

Through sponsmshipflSiti^X^ 
French magaaine for theagfd. he 
TaopBRetroavB, theyset^^^lv 
moBthi ago, with tbtf cdfadd^::':^,;; 

•wmBT AQCt 


flIOBSjtpthe ooastlinft and make 
thdfiriwayslowly. So they went 
down the ttallan eoaet, towards 
Qreeoe, .than by the coast of 
TiulBqr, on to the Sosa OaneJ. 
Aom Egypt, they sailed tp 
YeBwn, and ftwm there onto 
<3man. andihen toKdracfld 
fiha%.to£lomhay. lYomBomhay, 
th^ottnetoCidoutta. 

The weathcir was fine on moat 
.d^ and they did acdeaqperi^^ 

Y i Bmm c iaai» t ;ijr|^ ; 




pMcOfinid |1 tho 

llsiiof Whrjaitty toCsIiiii^ 


encountered wavasofabont. 
8(>4i5ft high. That was the only 
. poiidtothewhototriptfaidffae^; 
fidttosMimabrtofdanger. •' 
: ,iOtiherwidei,-'lt twjahert rcotfiae.': 




iejitoptogrbse^ -o' ' 

aoBtos^ft^.Wcntoeatea^ 
'^godd^t-tltty'woieto ttovel isp 

■ jBCkfora 


*T't 

'¥ ^ ; 


t ■* f> i 11: ^ 


oocd,but to 

lO-year-oid man was dotog tola 
ardtioua Joaxney*-rwhat men Itotf. 
htoage wOoM haaitetetodo*rdoea 

poioEto arespaerlddto mito*' 

LbokatadaHthehasdoneihe / 

basbeaanto|jgeandfiltoatitor.j^ 






















lb check hair loss and dandruff, 
don’t use anything else 
except Keo-Karpin Hair Vltaiizer. 



Use Keo-Kan^in Hair Viializer regularly each morning an hour 
beforebath And before going lo bed Massage it well into the scalp 
with fingerups Your hair will stay healthy and beautiful. 

Keo-Kaipln Hair \ltalizer contains: 

• Keratin. The essential coasiituent of hair 
s Biotin; Prevents excessive hair loss 

• Panthenol: Revitalizes damaged hair 

• Nicotinic Acid: Enhances absorption of the dnig 

• Resorcinol . Checks dandruff 

• Hialkyl; Prevents scalp infeaion 

Ihc proven scientific way 
to prevent hair loss and dandruff. 



Dey/s Medical 
Care you can trust 






























FOUL 


toward! the«o^'of v 
Jatioary and 


■' ’ ‘ w if ¥ 1!?^ • ’ * H'i 


UdayPawar 


G ive the dog 

abadname 
and hang 
it, seems to 
be the 
policy 

adopted lately by the 
Badminton Association 
of India (BAI) to weed 
out unwanted elements 
from the national 


PlAY 


What emerges loud 


and clear is that the 


Badminton Association 


of India can no longer take 


the players for granted 


Fthehaiy..; 

''Ba*»at^VlnddKim*dr' 
oomhhwdid not letlooae' 
itegiipoiiitbed^leB , 
idileinanyofti^ 
touCTwiaants withthe'. 
resnltl^ ^dUfya 
reObrd Btaada at aeven 
triumph and one 
runner-up spot in 
eight all—India > 

tournaments this 
season. Quite 
impressive, don’t you 
think? 

The national sdeotors, 
however. thoiMfht 
otherwise and Pawar 
finds himself out in tile 
cold along with last 
year’s national 
champion Vimal 
Ktunar, who is in his 


Consider, Uday 
Pawar’s track record 
recently in the douUes. 

He and ez—national 
champion Vimal 
Kiunar’s younger 
brother Vinod Kumar 


badminton scene. In 
international Uday 
Pawar’s case age is the 
stick with which the BAI 
has shoved the 
32—year—old stocky 
Maharashtrian out of 
the Indian squad for the 
World Championships at 
Copenhagen from April 
30. 

Pawar has no I<mger 
any illusions about his 
prowess in the singles 
but his record in the 
doubles, in tandem with 
Kerala’s Vinod Kumar, 
is enough to gain him a 
place in the Indian 
squad or so he feats. 

And that is the reason 
he has sought legal 
redress at the time of 
going to press and the 
BAI has one more court 
case to fight. 


bagged the national 
men’s doubles title in 
P^rderahad last January. 

In the Byed Modi Major 

tournament at 
Gorakhpur in November 
1990, the pair had won 
the douldes crown. 

Originally. the BAI 
had fbffid these two 
tournaments as the 
selection trials fcnr 
picking the World 
Championships team 
but later added three 
more tournaments to the 
list—the Bangarappa 
Gold Cup at Bang^ore 
hdd just after the 
Nationals, The 
All—India Invitatian 

Dtoearclnaitlonsl 
chainpibnViiMl 
Kumar (Lift) wWi 
SaniaySharma 
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PERSONALITY 




‘To be BucceBsful at 
weight-control”, aaya 
Jane Fonda, “you need 
to raise your metabolism 
so you burn off fat and 
retain muscle. To do this 
safely, you have to 
exercise sensibly and eat 
sensibly. Sol 
recommend learning a 
new way of eating that's 
basedonan 
understanding of why 
certain foods are better 
for you than others.” 


F rom acting, to 
health and 
fitness, to the 
world of 

politics—no other 
-contemporary American 
actress has been as 
honoured or successful 
as JaneFpnda. 

With two Oscars, five 
additional nominations, 
an Emmy and numerous 
other awards to her 
credit, her work has 
been recognised by 
every major film society. 

She has also buUt her 
Jane Fonda Workout 
business into a 


household word, 
turning her thirty year 
interest in health and 
fitness into a 
remarkably successful 
and respected 
enterprise, and in the 
process altered the way 
women approach 
fitness. In November, 
1985, aRoper Poll for 
Ladies Home Journal 
Usted her as the fourth 
most admired woman in 
America. 

In her 30-year career, 
Ms. Fonda has starred in 
over forty films, 
including “They Shoot 
Horses, Don’t They?”, 

‘ Julia”and “Klute”, for 
which she won her first 
Academy Award. 

For long a citizen 
activist, she was a 
participant in the. 
movement to end the 
war in Vietnam, and she 
has spoken widely on 
behalf of the 
environment and the 
role of women in society. 
A particular concern of 
hers has been hiunan 
rights abvtses 
throughout the world, 
particularly the cause of 
Jewish refuseniks in the 
Soviet Union and the 


FONDA’S FITNESS 
TIPS 

1) “How much you 
weigh isn’t the best 
measure of your 
progress.” Focus on 
improved 
measurements, 
posture and energy. 

2) “Don’t look for a 
quick fix.” One to two 
pounds of fat loss per 
week is an achievable, 
reasonable and 
healthy goal. 

3) “Allow your tastes 
to adapt to healthy 
eating.” Prepare 
appealing dishes, 
using spices and 
herbs in place of fats 
and sugars. 

4) “Changing habits 
doesn’t mean giving 
up variety.” Treat 
yourself to a new 
lowfat cookbook. 

You’d be surprised at 
the delicious recipes 
you can find. 

5) “Snack frequently 
on healthy foods 
because this may give 
you the energy and 
psychological boost 
you need.” 

6) “Don’t expect 
perfection,” An 
occasional lapse—say, 
overdoing it at a 
birthday 
celebration—is 
perfectly okay. 

Feeling guilty about 
it is actually 
counter-productive. 




JANE FONDA’S 
LEAN ROUTINE 

THEWE-STEPPUN _ 

1. Take stcx^k of yourself. “If you have excess 
body fat, not only do you look heavier but you 
have an increased risk of heart disease, high 
blood pressure and adult-onset diabetes,” says 
Daniel Kosich, Ph.D., program director of the 
Jane Fonda Workout and a specialist in 
physiology, exercise and nutrition. 

2. Eat more complex carbohydrates. 

Roughly 60 to 65 per cent of diet should be 
comprised cereals, whole grains and bread, 
pasta, peas, beans, fruits and vegetables. 

3. Cut down on fats. Fat should comprise no 
more than about 25 per cent of your daily 
calories, says Dr. Kosich. “If you’re eating 
more than that—the average American gets 
about forty per cent of daily calories from 
fat—you’re likely to gain weight and you’re 
also jeopardising your health.” 

“Read ingredient labels carefully. Be aware 
that salt may be called sodium or soda; fat may 
be listed as lard, tallow, oil, butter or 
margarine.” 

“Eating fatty foods, particularly those high 
in saturated fats and cholesterol, such as red 
meats, whole-milk cheese and products 
containing palm or coconut oils, can increase 
your blood -cholesterol levels, which can 
contribute to the formation of plaque in your 
coronary arteries,” explains Dr Kosich. 

4. Go easy on protein. Limit consumption to 
about 15 per cent of your daily diet. 

“Americans eat more protein than is 
necessary, and rely too heavily on protein 
sources that contain saturated fat and 
cholesterol,” says Dr Kosich. It is better to 
choose low- protein foods, such as fish and 
skinless poultry. Plant foods are good sources 
of protein. However, unlike animal foods, 
plant foods do not individually supply all pf 
the essential aminocids that make up proteins. 
“However, when properly combined, they can 
form complete proteins,” explain Dr Kosich. 

5. Eat at least 1,000 calories a day. “Starving 
yourself on a diet of fewer calories than this 
not only can damage your health, it doesn’t 
help you lose weight,” says Dr Kosich. 

“Bwause these diets deplete your carbohydrate 
reserves, you use the protein in your 
muscles for energy,” says the expert. “These 
diets can also deprive you of vital nutrients, 
which can cause vitamin and mineral 
deficiencies and illness,” stresses Dr Kosich. 
“They can lead to eating disorders such as 
bulimia, which is a binge-and-vomit cycle, 
and anorexia, a starvation disorder that can be 
disastrous to your health. ” 







E SOLUTION 


^SOLUTION. 


nuke) w nh drc'vsing. mashed 
.-sand gra\y. pumpkin pie and eggnog. 
ncNcr been a better time tor Jane Fonda's 
■n. And a!i the other exciting v ideos in 
nes‘^ library. 

ne Fonda's Smn Up is an introductory 
m that helps beginners look and feel great, 
sng through a series of exercises that pre- 
hem for more ad\anced programs. Warm- 
slretchmg. improx ing flexibility, toning 
aping. All in an invigorating 25 minutes, 
t $19.95', Jane Fonda’s Start Up makes 
ierful Christmas gift. And with $7.00 in 
coupons packed inside every box, it makes 
ense than ever to make the Jane Fonda 
uts a part of your own fitness plan, 
up a copy of Start Up today Because 
lows if you’ ve been highly or nice. 
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aati-apartbeid 
movement in South 
Africa. She even 
travelled to Poland in 
February, 1987, to meet 
with Leoh Walesa and 
express support for the 
then-outlawed 
Solidarity movement. 

Now busy as the 
director of the Laurel 
Springs Children's 
Camp, a summer 
program for children 
from a variety of 
backgrounds which 
uses the perfeuming arts 
to build self-esteem snd 
cooperation located on 
her ranch in the Santa 
Ynex Mountains above 
SantaBarbara. her. 
“JsujeFonda's Workout" 
book was at thiS top of 
the bests^ler lists fbr 
over two years, breaking 
publishing records, and 
continues to sedl well 
both in hardoovw arrd 
paperbackeditione. 

A second boede, Vane 
Fonda's Workout fyr 
Pregnantgr, Birth and 
Beoovwy, by Pammy 
Denser, is also a 
bestseller, as are 
"Womsa Coming of 


Age", a oompr^iensive 
layperson's guide to 
aging and mid'lilb 
well-being and "Jane 
Femda’sNew Wmkoat 
and Weigbt‘Loes 
Program". 

Her video exercise 
programsare 
phenomenal a^lers 
which hfive outpaced all 
other programs on the 
market. Her original 
"Jane Fonda's Warkout" 
tape was at the top of the 
charts for neuly four 
years, and is the 
top-groBsing home video 

all time, having soid . 
over a million, fxqjies. 

Among her other 
^even videos are the 
bestwftlling "Pregnanoy, 
birlbamiBeoovary 
Workout", the "Workout 
CballMige” for advanced 
exMOiBewithusiastB, 
and "ihay (kdng", a 
inogram for mid-life 
women. "Jane Fonda's 
Hew Wdiixmt", "Jane 
Fonda’s Low iMnpact 
Amobic Workout," "The 
Complsts Workout" and 
"Jane Fonda's Light 
AmdbioB and Stress 
B^uotion Program." 9 













FLO SHOW 

Gc^olithewciy 



Flo Jo wftti bubble Ai iJoynar. You can’t tain 
ataioldc for tha marathon 


F lo JO is coming back! So what's new, you 
might say. They alt do. Yeah, but we’ve got to 
share this with you. She's seriously coming 
back to take part in the marathon! 

The glamorous Mrs. Joyner says that she expects 
to take part and win the marathon in the 1996 
Olympic Games in Atlanta. So much fbr retiiemerti. 
What is stunning is that she’s never run a marathon 
cKstanoe before. In facL the closest she’s come to 
mnnir^bie distance toon an indoor treadmill 
machine now and again. She’s mara^ upto 8 
miles (12.9km) on tNs cotWaplion. 

But why this sudden uige? “Why not by to be the 
best?" said Al Joyner, her husband and coach. 
"FkNence has never done anything she was not 
prepared to do." But the sprinting siren knows one 
thing; k wHt take that much longer for her 
31 •‘year-old sprinter’s body to adapt to bie marathon. 

Butabody Ikn that surely mtght dsject. After aN, 
di^anoe runners don’t take steroids. 


PRIVATE 
EYE 


WE LOOK 
WHERE 
WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO! 


OFF THE TRACK 

The bells are ringing 


P .T. USHA'S really 
signing off in 
style. She's 
runnnuj her last lap 
and if*s ending straight 
at the altar. And just in 
case yon think that 
we're orerdoing it a hit, 
take a peek at the 
wedding invitations her 
parents have sent right 
out of Kerala. 

The outline of the 
card signifies a 
running track and 
Usha's all set to start 
running on it. Halfway 
through, however, there 
is a chariot waiting for 
her (—with a certain 
Mr. Sreenivasan in it) 
and the path of the track 
diverges siightly. That \s 
the path Usha has 
decided to take and all 


the best tx) her. 

SpeAiking of the 
invites, a number of 
people luive been 
incited: we've actually 
got three! Hut there 
might be a notable 
absentee on the day of 
the nuptials: none, other 
than coach Nambiar. 

I n fact , he didn't even 
go for the engagement 
though he was a few 
houses away attending 
a wedding. 

What give.s( Isthe 
ma n st i 11 possess! re 
about his discorxiry. It 
would he highly stupid 
if he is. Because some 
time between ll.JOa.m. 
and U noon on April 
25th, Sreenivasan's 
gonna walk off with the 
bride. 


Usha's wedding card. Did Nambiar get one too? 


































LOSING SPIRIT 

Get Spiritual 



L OSS of form? Turn to god. Sportsmen and 
religious superstition is old hack. Like for 
instance, G.R. Vishwanath who offered three 
silver cricket bats to Lord Venkateshwara if he 
regained form. Venkateshwara obliged and 
Vishwanath had to cough up the silver bats. 
Gavaskar and Azharuddin offered prayers there 
too. 

And so did Akhtar and Zeeshan Aii, just after 
the recently concluded Davis Cup tie in Jaipur. 
Both father and son went to Ajmer to offer prayers 
at the shrine of Khwsya Moinuddin C'histi. Akhtar 
All prayed for his son's fitness and spe^edy recovery 
of form. Shaken after his singles loss against 
Indonesia at Jaipur, Zeeshan too found solace in 
prayer. Akhtar has promised to come back and 
offer ehadarat the saint's m^'ar if his son does weil. 

Looks like the prayers arc working slowly if 
Zeeshan's runner-up spot at the just concluded 
Standard Chartered Indian Open is any indication. 


Zeeshan with father Akhtar All at the dargah in 
Ajmer Sharif 


THE RAJ DAYS 

Kapil stays 


O H, and we’ve just found out why Kapil Dev 
waved his bat around like a mad man after 
helping India avoid die followon at Lord’s, 
last summer. Kapil went berserk smashing 
spinner Bddible Hemmings for f<mr 
successive sixers. 

After the followon was wiped out, lA truely 
sfmsatumal manner K^ stalked up and down 
the pitdi and waved his bat towards the Press 
box likea proud gladiator. But why the Press 
boxandum was the waving bis bat so 
disdamfiiUy at? 

K^dlciypticidly rq?lied,”The«esttire was 
for Bi»f^ Dungarpur who wap shated just 
adjacent toihe Press Box.” 

Any spe<^ reason, for this "B^spise he had 
theg^ toemuiueUtb^Dre the tohr hadeven 
started'tbat Kigdl Dev was finished. That 
ip»lhre wua justt^ I wassdB 

aieund.'^ .■■■■' 

And don’t we Icnow diet. 



KapH: aekiona apeak louder than words 














W IKED the Rameeh 
I Krishnan inter- 
llview. did you? Or 
*^are you one of them 
guys who flips straight 
to this page and then 
checks out the rest of the 
issue? Well, doesn’t mat¬ 
ter really. Cos, you’re 
going to read that inter¬ 
view sometime. I did. 
And was immediately re¬ 
minded of the only time 
Tve met the gentleman. 

The All England Club. 
1989. The men’s singles 
final. Boris Becker ver¬ 
sus Stefan Edberg. 
Krishnan, having lost in 
an earlier round, was 
sitting at Centre Court. 
Me, poor thing, being on 
a mere Rovers Pass, was 
sulking in the Press 
Area's Monitor Room 
while the cream of the 
aocreditated journalists 
spilled out of the meagre 
Press Box in Centre 
Court. 

Finally, unable to 
stand it any longer, 1 
broke the stiff, upper¬ 
lipped tradition of re¬ 
questing a special Cen¬ 
tre Court pass and 
charged up the steps. 
Becker was pe'dalling 
his imaginary bike 
furiously after blasting 
yet another winner. And 
the uniformed gent at 
the gate was as dis¬ 
tracted as the rest of the 
crowd. I slipped past, 
only to be stopped by a 
solid mass of humanity 
that thronged the stair¬ 
well. Every person de¬ 
tailed to posts of secur¬ 
ity had deserted and 
was now totally engros¬ 
sed in the battle on 
court. A scuffed sneaker 
toe in a miniscule cleft in 
the wall. A bruising 
grab of a pillar. And I 
was in business. Even 
a not-too-gentle jostle 
from Daley Thompson 
(yup, the ace decathlete 
himself) wasn’t enough 
to dislodge me. Tom be¬ 



tween the urge to chase 
Thompson and set up an 
interview and the desire 
to watch Becker hold up 
the trophy, I opted to 
stay. And then, sudden¬ 
ly, came a brainwave of 
capturing the moment 
forever on celluloid. Yet 
more elbow-scraping 
contortion later, 1 had 
n^ camera in my liand. 
But every attempt to 
aim-and-shoot almost 
had me falling off. 

Desperation set in. 
Here was Becker walk¬ 
ing up to the Duchess of 
Kent and I couldn't point 
the camera in the right 
direction! It was at this 
stage that 1 noticed 
Krishnan standing—^by 
now everyone was—un- 
obtrusively in the 
stands. A hurried, fur¬ 


tive call in his direction 
had him looking in my 
direction, eyebrows 
reaching for the sky. I 
proferred the camera. 
He took it. And pointed 
it at me! Seeing my 
agitation through the 
viewer, he looked up. ‘Of 
Becker, of Becker,’ I yel¬ 
led. A disgusted look at 
it^ Hotshot and Krish¬ 
nan proceeded to click a 
couple of shots of Beck¬ 
er. ^eer ecstacy. Photo- 
g^raphs of possibly the 
greatest moment in 
world tennis clicked by 
India’s leading play¬ 
er...on my camera. 

Just one problem 
though. The damn 
camera wasn’t up to the 
situation. The much- 
awaited prints turned 
out blurry. The distance 


between lens and object 
so large that only Kriidi- | 
nan a^ me would vouch I 
for that wavy figure ^ 
being the Wimbledon I 
champion. I 

All plans of mailing | 
one o(^—-complete with I 
thank you note—to ? 
Krishnan fell flat. So did ' 
the hype Fd generateo . 
about the photograph 
s...priortothetriptoth>. ^ 
studio. ^ 

Haven’t met Krishnan 
since. Hence haven’t had 
the chance to express 
my gratitude for lend- ^ 
ing me a pair of hands , 
that English summer. If 
We were just two Indi- jf 
ans in a faraway land. ' 
Him, a leading star in | 
his turf. Me, a lowly 
sports journalist who i 
didn’t even merit a seat | 
in Centre Court for th 
final. Yet neither of Xj. 
hesitated; me. to ask and 
him, to respond. Can 
you, then, blame me for 
still finding space in my 
album for those blurry 
prints? 



Ramesh Krishnan (inset) makes 
better pictures than he takes 
or was it just my camera 
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cm: OF THE MOST 
PROGRESSIVE GROWTH 
COMPANIES IN INDIA 
BELIEVES THAT ALL ITS 
ACTIVITIES SHOULD 
SUBSERVE THE BASIC 
NEEDS OF OUR PEOPLE 




"At Century, we are the fir^t to 
idmit that our manufacturing units are 
iot in what most people call glamour 
1)' high profile industries. On the 
fontraiy, we are in the basic industries: 

' kind that are at the heart of national 
onomic growth. 

Our commitment to the 
jntry’s economic priorities has 

i iade us the largest manufacturer- 
xporter in India. This year alone, we 
rill earn about Rs. 140 crores in hard 
urrency. And we are progressively 
)fnTnding our cement production to 
bridge the widening 
.“iiand-supply gap. 

.; i We believe that we should strike 
Inonious note between our 
i holders’ and workers’ interests and 
nteiest of the nation. Our workers 
>appy and proud to belong to us. 


If,,* 



Often three generations of the 
family have been working ^5 
company. Our shareholders toohavei/ 
reason to be happy. Mer all, the value 
of Century’s shares over thie last, 
40 years has appreciated over ,34(f; : 
times, considering issue of bcmus and;:] 
right shares. And in the last dec^ 
alone, Century has ccmtributed ovee^^ 
Rs. 660 crores to the national exchequ^f 
And now, to create vitall^'! 
needed productive assets for Ihel; 
country, we propose to move into fte 
critical areas of power and 
petrochemicais.” 

BJLBiiiti 

Ch^fflilQ 



NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE. GLOBAL Vll 
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WHY YOU 
SHOULD QIVE 
ANY OTHER 
SPORTS SHOE 
THE BOOT. 

Gi^rman C;»crnian 

deslf^n. Tlie German obHeBslon 
for detail. Tliey’re all in Puma 
BhoeH. Wnicb is quite natural. 
BeoauHe every Puma Bhoe 
HbowB the reHult of 8 600 
million worth of cold, hard 
caHh Puma. Germany have 
Invested In researc^h over the 
years. And that includes the 
ranf^e of 16 shoes that Puma 
Caronn have* introduced in 
India. Sports shoes worn 
by international champions. 
LiOthar Matieaus. Linford 
Christie. Prakash l*adukone. 
Sanjay Manjrekar. Mohammed 
A:&haruddln. Vljay Amritraj, 
to name Just a few. So make 
your next pair a Puma. And 
kick your heels in deli^^ht. 



CARONA. 


THE HIQH-PERFORMAIMCE 
SPORTS SHOE. 

• Reastered Trade Mart of Puma AG. Wtel Germany 

* Registered Trade Mark of Carona Ltd. iTKJia 
Manuiaciured m technical cotlaboraton with Puma AG Rudolf 

Dossier Sport. West Germany ^ 



nominator. Hl-tech running? shoes. 



Control. Desltciied for hard courts. 



Super Cup. Professional tennis shoes. 


^EnterpriiMi/C . 













